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v^OKE  (Sir  Edward),  lord  chief-justice  of  England^ 
and  one  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  this  kingdom  hat 
produced,  was  descended  from  an  ancient  family  in  Nor« 
folk,  and  born  at  Mileham,  in  that  county^  1^549. .  His 
father  was  Robert  Coke,  esq.  of  Mileham;  his  mother^ 
Winifred,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  William  Itnightley, 
of  Margrave  Knightley,  in  Norfolk.  At  ten  years  of  age 
be  was  sent  to  a  free-schpol  at  Norwich ;  and  from  thence 
removed  to  Trinity-college,  in  Cambridge.  He  remained 
in  the  university  about  four  years,  and  went  from  thence 
to  ClifFord*s-inn,  in  London ;  and  the  year  after  was  en- 
tered a  student  of  the  Inner  Temple.  We  are  told  that  the 
first  proof  he  gave  of  the  quickness  of  his  penetration,  and 
the  solidity  of  his  judgment,  was  his  stating  the  cook's  case 
of  the  Temple,  which  it  seems  had  puzzled  the  whole 
house,  so  clearly  and  exactly,  that  it  was  taken  notice  of 
and  admired  by  the  bench.  It  is  not  at  all  improbable 
that  this  might  promote  his  being  called  early  to  the  bal"^ 
at  the  end  of  six  .years,  which  in  those  strict  times  was 
held  very  extraordinary.  He  himself  has  informed  us  that 
the  first  cause  he  moved  in  the  King^s-bench,  was  in 
Trinity-term,  1578,  when  he  was  counsel  for  Mr.  Edward 
Denny,  vicar  of  Northingham,  in  Norfolk,  in  an  action  of 
scandalum  magnatum,  brought  against  him  by  Henry  lord 
Cromwell.  About  this  time  he  was  appointed  reader  of 
Lyon's-inn,  when  his  learned  lectures  were  much  attended, 
for  three  years.  His  reputation  increased  so  fast,  and 
with  it  his  practice^  tb^  when  he  had  been  at  the  bar  but 
Vou  X.  B 
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a  few  years,  be  thought  himself  in  a  condition  to  pretend 
to  a  lady  of  one  of  the  best  families,  and  at  the  same  time 
of  the  best  fortune  in  Norfolk,  Bridget,  daughter  and  co- 
heiress of  John  Preston,  esq.  whom  he  soon  married,  and 
with  whom  he  had  in  all  about  30,000/. 

After  this  marriage,  by  which  he  became  allied  to  soma 
of  the  noblest  houses  in  the  kingdom,  preferments  flowed 
in  upon  him  apace.  The  cities  of  Coventry  and  Norwich 
chose  him  their  recorder ;  the  county  of  Norfolk,  one  of 
their  knights  in  parliament ;  and  the  house  of  commons, 
their  speaker,  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  queen  Elizabeth. 
The  queen  likewise  appointed  him  solicitor-general,  in 
1692,  and  attorney-general  the  year  following.  Some 
time  after,  he  lost  his  wife,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children  ; 
and  in  1598  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas 
lord  Burleigh,  afterwards  earl  of  Exeter,  and  relict  of  sir 
William  Hatton.  As  this  marriage  was  the  source  of  many 
troubles  to  both  parties,  so  the  very  celebration  of  it  occa* 
sloned  no  small  tioise  and  disquiet,  by  an  unfortunate  cir- 

^cumstance  that  attended  it.  *  There  had  been  the  same 
year  so  much  notice  taken  of  irregular  marriages,  that 
archbishop  Whitgift  had  signified  to  the  bishops  of  his  pro- 
vinceto  prosecute  strictly  all  that  should  either  offend  ip  point 
of  time,  place,  or  form.  Whether  Coke  looked  upon  hi» 
own  or  the  lady's  quality,  and  their  being  married  with  the 
t:onsetit  of  the  family,  as  placing  them  above  such  restric-^ 
tions,  or  whether  he  did  not  advert  to  them,  it  is  certain 
that  they  were  married  in  a  private  house,  without  either 
banns  or  license ;  upon  which  he  and  his  new  married  lady, 
the  minister  who  officiated,  Thomas  lord  Burleigh,  and 
several  other  persons,  were  prosecuted  in  the  archbishop's 
court ;  but  upon  their  submiiision  hy  their  proxies,  were 
absolved  from  excommunication,  and  the  penalties  conse- 
quent upon  it,  because,  says  the  record,  they  had  offended^ 
not  out  of  contumacy^  but  through  ignorance  of  the  law 
in  that  point  The  affair  of  greatest  moment,  in  which,  as 
attorney -general,  he  had  a  share  in  this  reig^,  was  the^ 
prosecution  of  the  earls  of  Essex  and  Southampton,  who 
were  brought  to  the  bar  in  Westminster-hall,  before  the 
lords  commissioned  for  their  trial,  Feb.  19,  1600.  After 
he  had  \aid  open  the  nature  of  the  treason,  aud  the  many 
obligations  the  earl  of  Essex  was  under  to  the  queen^  he 
is  said  to  haVe  closed  ivith  these  w6rds,  that,  *^  by  th<^ 

'  Just  judgment  of  God^  he  of  bijs  earldom  jshould  Ibe  Bq" 
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bert  the  lairt,  that  of  a  kingdom  thought  to  be  Robert  the 
first" 

In  May  1603,  he  was  knighted,  by  king  James ;  and  the 
same  year  managed  the  trial  of  sir  W.  Raleigh,  at  Win- 
chester, whither  the  term  was  adjournied,  on  account  of 
the  plague  being  at  London;  but  he  lessened  himself 
giready  in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  by  his  treatment  of 
that  unfortunate  gentleman ;  as  he  employed  a  coarse  and 
scurrilous  language  against  him  hardly  to  be  paralleled. 
The  resentment  of  the  public  was  so  great  upon  this  occaf 
sion,  that  as  has  been  generally  believed,  Shakspeare,  ia 
bis  comedy  of  the  *^  Twelfth  Night,'*  hints  at  this  strange 
behayiour  of  sir  Edward  Coke  at  Raleigh's  trial.  He  was 
likewise  reproached  with  this  indecent  behaviour  in  a  letter 
which  sir  Francis  Bacon  wrote  to  him  after  his  own  fall ; 
wherein  we  have  the  foUowiog  passage :  *^  As  your  pleadings 
were  w^nt  to  insult  our  misery,  and  inveigh  literally 
i^ainst  the  person,  so  are  you  still  careless  in  this  point 
to  praise  and  disgrace  upon  slight  grounds,  and  that  sud-* 
denly ;  so  that  your  reproofs  or  commendations  are  for  the 
most  part  neglected  and  contemned,  when  the  censure  o€ 
a  judge,  coming  slow,  but  sure,  should  be  a  brand  to  the 
guilty,  and  a  crown  to  the  virtuous.  You  will  jest  at  an  j 
man  in  public,  without  any  respect  to  the  person's  dignity^ 
or  your  own.  This  disgraces  your  gravity  more  than  it 
can  advance  the  opinion  of  your  wit ;  and  so  do  all  your 
actions,  which  we  see  you  do  directly  with  a  touch  of  vaiiW 
glory.  You  make  the  laws  too  much  lean  to  your  opinion  ; 
whereby  you  shew  yourself  to  be  a  legal  tyrant,  &c.'*  Ja- 
nuary 27,  1606,  at  the  trial  of  the  gun-powder  conspira* 
tors,  and  March  28  following,  at  the  trial  of  the  Jesuit 
Garnet,  he  made  two  very  elaborate  speeches,  which  were 
soon  after  published  in  a  book  entitled  <^  A  true  and  per** 
feet  relation  of  the  whole  Proceedings  against  the  late  most 
barbarous  traitors,  Garnet,  a  Jesuit,  and  his  confederates, 
&c."  1606,  4to.  Cecil  earl  of  Salisbury,  observed  in  hii 
speech  upon  the  latter  trial,  ^^  that  the  evidence  had  been 
so  well  distributed  and  opened  by  the  attorney-general^ 
that  he  had  never  heard  such  a  mass  of  matter  better  con« 
^(racted,  nor  made  more  intelligible  to  the  jury."  Tbti 
appears  to  have  been  really  true;  so  true,  that  many  to 
this  day  esteem  this  last  speech^  especially,  his  master^ 
piece. 
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It  was  probably  in  reward  for  this  service,  that  he  wa!^ 
appointed  lord  chief  justice  of  the  common*pleas  the  same 
year.  The  motto  he  gave  upon  his  rings,  when  he  was 
called  to  the  degree  of  serjeant,  in  order  to  qualify  him  for 
this  promotion,  was,  '^  Lex  est  tutissima  cassis ;"  that  is, 
**The  law  is  the  safest  helmet."  Oct.  25,  1613,  he  was 
made  lord  chief  justice  of  the  king^s- bench  ;  and  in  Nov^ 
was  sworn  of  bis  majesty's  privy  council.  In  1615  the 
king  deliberating  upon  the  choice  of  a  lord- chancellor, 
when  tliat  post  should  become  vacant,  by  the  death  or  re- 
signation of  Egerton  lord  EUesmere,  sir  Francis  Bacon 
wrote  to  his  majesty  a  letter  upon  that  subject,  wherein 
he  has  the  following  passage,  relating  to  the  lord  chief- 
justice  :  'V  If  you  take  my  lord  Coke,  this  wiil.foUow:  First, 
your  majesty  shall  put  an  over-ruling  nature  into  an  over- 
ruling place,  which  may  breed  an  extreme.  Next,  you 
shall  blunt  his  industries  in  matter  of  finances,  which 
seeHveth  to  liim  at  another  place.  And  lastly,  popular  men 
are  no  sure  mounters  for  your  majesty's  saddle.*'  The 
disputes  and  animosities  between  these  two  great  men  are 
well  known.  They  seem  to  have' been  personal;  and  they 
lasted  to  the  end  of  their  lives.  Coke  was  jealous  of  Ba* 
con's  reputation  in  many  parts  of  knowledge ;  by  whom^ 
again,  he  was  envied  for  the  high  reputation  he  had  ac« 
quired  in  one ;  each  aiming  to  be  admired  particularly  in 
that  in  which  the  other  excelled.  Coke  was  the  greatest 
lawyer  of  his  time,  but  could  be  nothing  more.  If  Bacon 
was  not  so,  we  can  ascribe  it  only  to  his  aiming  at  a  more 
exalted  character ;  ^not  being  able,  or  at  least  not  willing, 
to  confine  the  universality  of  his  genius  within  one  inferior 
province  of  learning. 

Sir  Thomas  Overbury's  murder  in  the  Tower  now  broke 
out,  at  the  ^distance  of  two  years  after ;  for  Overbury  died 
Sept.  16,  1613,  and  the  judicial  proceedings  against  bis 
ntutderers  did  not  commence  till  Sept.  1615.  In  this  af« 
jfiur  sir  Edward  acted  with  great  vigour,  and,  as  some 
thinky  in  a  manner  higtdy  to  be  commended ;  yet  his  ene- 
mies, who  were  numerous,  and  had  formed  a  design  to 
littmble  his  pride  and  insolence,  took  occasion,  from  cer- 
tain circumstances,  to  misrepresent  him  both  to  the  king 
and  people.  Many  circumstances  concurred  at  this  time 
to  hasten  his  fall.  He  was  led  to  oppose  the  king  in  a  dis- 
pute relating  to  lus  power  of  granting  commendams,  and 
JaBies*did  not  choose  to  have  his  prerogative  disputed^ 
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eten  in  cases  where  it  might  well  be  questioned.  He  had 
a  contest  with  the  lord  chancellor  Egerton,  in  which  it  is 
universaliy  allowed  that  he  was  much  to  be  blamed.  Sif 
Edward,  as  a  certain  historian  informs  us/  had  heard  an4 
determined  a  case  at  common  law ;  after  which  it  was  re- 
ported that  there  had  been-jugglifig.  The  defendant,  it 
seems,  had  prevailed  with  the  plaii^tifF's  principal  witness 
not  to  attend,  ot  to  give  any  evidence  in  the  cause,  pro- 
vided he  could  be  excused.  One  of  .the  defendant's  agents 
undertakes  to  excuse  him ;  and  carrying  the  man  to  a  ta« 
vern,  cjiUed  for  a  gallon  of  sack  in  a  vessel,  and  bid  him 
drink.  As  soon  as  he  had  laid  his  lips  to  the  flagon,  the 
defendant's  agent  quitted  the  room.  When  this  witness 
was  called,  the  court  was  informed^  that  he  was  unable  to 
come ;  to  prove  which,  this  agent  was  produced,  who  de- 
posed, <<  that  he  left  him  in  such  a  condition,  ttiiit  if  he 
continued  in  it  but  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  be  was  a  dead 
man."  For  want  of  this  person's  testimony  the  cause  was 
lost,  and  a  verdict  given  for  the  defendant.  The  plaintiffs, 
finding  themselves  injured,  carried  tbe  business  into  chan- 
cery for  relief;  but  the  defendants,  having  had  judgment 
at  common  law,  refused  to  obey  the  orders  of  that  court. 
Upon  this,  the  lord  chancellor  commits  them  to  prison  for 
contempt  of  the  court :  they  petition  against  him  in  the 
star-chamber ;  the  lord  chief  justice  Coke,  joins  with  them^ 
foments  the  difference,  and  threatens  the  lord  ^chancellor 
with  a  praemunire.  The  chancellor  makes  the  king  ac- 
quainted with  the  business,  who,  after  consulting  sir  Fran- 
cis Bacon,  then  his  attorney,  and  some  other  lawyers  upon 
the  affair,  justified  the  lord  chancellor,  and  gave  a  proper 
rebuke  to  Coke. 

Roger  Coke  gives  us  a  different  account  of  the  occasion 
of  the  chief  justice's  being  in  disgrace;  and  informs  us, 
that  he  was  one  of  the  first  who  felt  the  effects  of  the 
power  of  the  rising  favourite,  VilUers,  afterwards  duke  of 
Buckingham.  The  author  of  the  notes  on  Wilson's  ^^  Life 
of  James,"  published  in  the  second  volume  of  Kimnet^s 
^^  Complete  History  of  England,"  tells  us  '^  that  sir  Ed«* 
ward  lost  the  king's  favour,  and  some  time  after  bis  place^  . 
for  letting  fall  some  words  upon  one  of  the  trials,  import- 
ing his  suspicion  that  Overbury  had  been  poisoned  to  pre«> 
vent  the  discovery  of -another  crime  of  the  same  nature, 
committed  upon  one  of  the  highest  rank,  whom  he  termed 
a  sweet  prince  ^  which  was  taken  to  be  meant  of  prince 
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Henry.*'  Whatever  were  the  causes  of  bis  disgrace,  whi<£ 
it  is  probable  were  many,  be  was  brought  upon  his  knees 
before  the  council  at  Whitehall,  June  1616;  and  offences 
were  charged  upon  him  by  Yelverton,  the  solicitor-general, 
implying,  amongst  other  things,  speeches  of  high  contempt 
uttered  in  the  seat  of  justice,  and  uncomely  and  unduiiful 
carriage  in  the  presence  of  bis  majesty,  ^*  the  privy  coun- 
cil, and  judges.^'  Soon  after,  he  presented  himself  again 
at  the  council-table  upon  his  knees,  when  secretary  Win- 
wood  informed  him^  that  report  had  been  made  to  his  ma- 
j[esty  of  what  had  passed  there  before,  together  with  the 
answer  that  he  had  given,  and  that  too  in  the  most  favour- 
able manner ;  that  his  majesty  was  no  ways  satisfied  with 
respect  to  any  of  the  heads ;  but  that  notwithstanding,  as 
well  out  of  his  own  clemency,  as  in  regard  to  the  former 
services  df  his  lordship,  the  king  was  pleased  not  to  deal 
heavily  with  him  :  and  therefore  had  decreed,  1.  That  he 
be  sequestered  from  the  council-table,  until  his  majesty^s 
pleasure  be  further  known.  2.  That  he  forbear  to  ride  his 
aummer  circuit  as  justice  of  assize.  3.  That  during  this 
vacation,  while  he  had  time  to  live  privately  and  dispose 
himself  at  home,  he  take  iflto  his  consideration  and  review 
his  books  of  Reports ;  wherein,  as  his  majesty  is  informed, 
be  many  extravagant  and  exorbitant  opinions  set  down  and 
published  for  positive  and  good  law  :  and  if,  in  reviewing 
and  reading  thereof,  he  find  any  thing  fit  to  be  altered  or 
amended,  the  correction  is  left  to  his  discretion.  Among 
other  things,  the  king^  was  not  .well  pleased  with  the  title  of 
those  books,  wherein  he  styled  himself  *^  lord  chief  justice 
of  England,^'  whereas  he  could  challenge  no  more  but  lord 
chief  justice  of  the  King^s-bench.  And  having  corrected 
what  in  bis  discretion  he  found  meet  in  these  Reports,  his 
xaajesty^s  pleasure  was,  he  should  bring  the  same  privately  to 
himself,  dbat  h(^  might  consider  thereof,  as  in  his  princely 
judgment  should  be  found  expedient^.  Hereunto  Mr. 
secretary  advised  him  to  conform  himself  in  all  duty  and 
obedience,  as  he  ought ;  whereby  he  might  hope  that  his 
majesty  in  time  would  receive  him  again  to  his  gracious 
and  princely  favour.    To  this  the  lord  chief  justice  made 

^  It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  courts),  made  some  exceptions  to  Um 

lord  Coke  thought  it  necessary  to  make  Reports  now  extant  in  print,  and  to 

any  alteration  in  his  Reports ;  but  it  if  which  lord  Coke  made  some  replies,  all 

ohservable  that  lord  chancellor  Elles-  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Sioaaiaa 

mere  (with  whom  lord  Coke  had  badi  collection  of  MSS.  in  the  British  Mu- 

liome  difference  of  opinion  with  respect  seum.—- ^Bridgman's  Legal  jBibUogra- 

to  the  jurisdiction  of  their  respective  pby. 


COKE.  7 

%uswer^  that  he  did  in  4U  humility  prostrate  himself  to  his 
majesty's  good  pleasure ;  that  he  acknowledged  that  de- 
cree to  be  justy  and  proceeded  rather  fromnis  majesty's 
exceeding  mercy  than  his  justice ;  gave  bumble  tbapks  to 
their  lordships  for  their  goodness  towards  him  ;  and  hoped 
that  his  behaviour  for  the  future  would,  be  such  as  woul4 
deserve  tbqir  lordships'  favours.  From  which  answer  of 
sir  Edward's  we  may  learu  that  he  was,  as  such  men  always 
are,  as  dejected  and  fawning  in  adversity,  as  be  was  inso- 
lent and  overbearing  in  prosperity;  tbe  saipe  meanness 
and  poorness  of  spirit  influencing  bis  behaviour  in  botl^ 
conditions. 

In  October  be  was  called  before  the  chancellor^  and. 
forbid  Westminster-hall  ^  and  also  ordered  to  answer  seve^ 
ral  exceptions  against  his  Reports.    In  November  tbe  kjng 
removed  him  from  the  office  of  lord  chief  juslice.     Upo^ 
his  disgrace,  sir  Francis  Bacon  wrote  him  an  admonitory 
letter,  in  which  he  remonstrates  to  him  several  errors  in 
his  former  behaviour  and  conduct.     We  have  m^de  a  cita« 
tion  from  this  letter  already;  we  will  here  give  the  remain* 
der  of  it :  for  though  perhaps  it  was  not  very  generous  in 
Bacon  to  writ^  such  a  letter  at  such  a  season,  even  to  ^ 
professed  adversary,  yet  it  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  cha- 
racter and  miEtnners  of  Coke.     In  this  letter  Bacoii  advised 
sir  Edward  to  be  humbled  for  this  visitation ;  and  observes^ 
*^  that  affliction  only  levels  the  molehills  of  prjde  in  us^ 
ploughs  up  the  heart,  and  makes  it  iit  for  wisdoqf^  to  aonr 
her  seed,  and  grace  to  bring  forth  her  increase,"     He 
afterwards  points  out  to  him  some  errors  in  his  conduct 
**  In  discourse,"  says  he,  ^^  you  delight  to  speak  too  niuch^ 
not  to  hear  other  men.    This,    some  say,    becomes    a 
pleader,  not  a  judge.  .  For  by  this  sometimes  your  affec? 
tions  are  entangled  with  a  love  of  your  own  arguments^ 
though  they  be  tbe  weaker ;  and  with  rejecting  of  those 
which,  when  your  affections  were  settled,  your  own  judg^ 
ment  would  allow  for  strongest.     Thus,  while  you  speak 
in  your  element,  the  law,  no  man  ordinarily  equals,  you ; 
but  when  you  wander,  as  you  often  delight  to  do,  you  then  -' 
wander  indeed,  and  never  give  such  satisfaction  as   the 
curious  time  requires.     This  is  not  caused  by  any  natural 
defect,  but  first  for  want  of  election ;  when  you,  having  a 
large  and  fruitful  mind,  should  not  90  much  lab,our  what  to 
spoak,,  as  tp  find  what  to  leave  unspoken.     Kich  soils  are 
«Xten  to  be  weeded.     Second ly^  you  cloy  your  auditory. 
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When  you  would  be  observed,  speech  must  be  either  sweet 
or  short.    Thirdly,  you  converse  with  books,  not  men^ 
and  books  specially  humane ;  and  have  no  excellent  choice 
with  men,  who  are  the  best  books.    For  a  man  of  action 
and  employment  you  seldom  converse  with,  and  tbitn  but 
.with  underlings ;  not  freely,  but  as  a  schoolmaster,  ever 
to  teach,  never  to  learn.    But  if  sometimes  you  would  in 
your  familiar  discourse  hear  others,  and  make  election  of 
such  as  knew  what  they  speak,  you  should  know  many  of 
those  tales,  which  you  tell,  to  be  but  ordinary  ;  and  many 
other  things,  which  you  delight  to  repeat  and.  serve  in  for 
novelties,  to  be  but  stale.    As  in  your  pleadings  you  were 
wont  to  insult  even  misery,  and  inveigh  bitterly  a^inst 
the  person ;  so  are  you  still  careless  m  this  point,^'  &c« 
^*  Your  too  much  love  of  the  world  is  too  much  seen,  when 
having  the  living  of  10,000/.  you  relieve  few  or  none.     The 
hand  that  hath  taken  so  much,  can  it  give,  so  little  ?     Herein 
you  shew  no  bowels  of  compassion,  as  if  you  thought  all 
too  little  for  yourself,  or  that  God  had  given  you  all  that 
you  have>  only  to  ^that  end  you  should  still  gather  more, 
and  never  be  satisfied,  but  try  how  much  you  could  gather, 
to  acpount  for  all  at  the  great  and  general  audit  day.    We 
desire  you  to  amend  this,  and  let  your  poor  tenants  in 
Norfolk  find  some  comfort,  where  nothing  of  your  estate 
is  spent  towards  their  relief,  but  all  brought  up  hither  to 
the  impoverishing  your  country.^'     He  then  tells  him, 
^*  that  in  the  case  of  Overbury  be  used  too  many  delays,  till 
the  delinquent's  hands '  were  loose,  and  his  own  bound  i 
and  that  he  was  too  open  in  his  proceedings,  and  so  taught 
them  how  to  defend  themselves.     But  that,''  continues  he^ 
*^  which  we  commend  you  for,  are  those  e^^cellent  parts  of 
nature  and  knowledge  in  the  law,  which  you  are  endued 
withaL     But  these  are  only  good  in    their    good   use. 
'Wherefore  we  thank  you  heartily  for  standing  stoutly  in 
the  commonwealth's  behalf;   hoping,  it  proceeded!  not 
from  a  disposition  to  opp6se  greatness,  as  your  enemies 
say,  but  to  do  justice,  and  deliver  truth  indifferently  with<» 
out  respect  of  persons," 

Low  as  sir  Edward  was  fallen^  he  was  afterwards  restored 
to  credit  and  favour;  the  first  step  to  which  was,  his  pro- 
posing a  match  between  the  earl  of  Buckingham's  elder 
brother,  sir  John  Villiers,  and  his  younger  daughter  by  the 
lady  Hatton :  for  he  knew  no  other  way  of  gaining  that 
•|«ITOurite.    This)  however,  occasioned  a  vit)lent  disputes 
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and  quarfel  between  sir  Edward  and  his  wife;  who,  re-* 
senting  her  husband^s  attempt  to  dispose  of  her  daughter 
without  asking  ner  leave,  carried  away  the  young  lady,  and 
lodged  her  at«ir  Edmund  Withipole's  house  near  Oatlands. 
Upon  this,  sir  Edward  wrote  immediately  to  the  earl  of 
Buckingham,  to  procure  a  warrant  from  the  privy-council 
to  restore  his  daughter  to  him ;  but  before  he  received  an: 
answer,  discovering  where  she  was,  he  went  with  his  sons 
and  took  her  by  force,  which  occasioned  lady  Hatton  to 
complain  in  her  turn  to  the  privy  council.     Much  confu- 
sion followed  ;  and  this  private  match  became  at  length  an 
affair  of  state.     The  differences  were  at  length  made  up^ 
in  appearance  at  least,  Sept.  1617;  sir  Edward  was  re- 
stored to  favour,  and  reinstated  in  his  place  as  privy-coun* 
cillor;  and  sir  John  Villiers  was  married  to  Mrs.  Frances 
Coke  at  Hampton-court,  with  all  the  splendour  imaginable. 
This  wedding,  however,  cost  sir  Edward  dear.    For  besides 
10,000/.  paid  in  money  at  two  payments,  he  abd  his  son 
sir  Robert  did,  pursuant  to  articles  and  directions  of  the 
lords  of  the  council',  assure  to  sir  John  Villiers  a  rent-charge 
of  200O  marks  per  annum  during  sir  Edward's  life,  and  of 
90O/.  a  year  during  the  lady  Haiton's  life,  if  she  survived 
her  husband ;  and  after  both  their  deaths,  the  manor  of 
Stoke  in  Buckinghamshire,  of  the  value  of  900/.  per  an- 
num, to  sir  John  Villiers  and  his  lady,  and  to  the  heirs  of 
her  body.     The  same  were  settled  by  good  conveyances 
carefully  drawn  the  January  following,  and  certified  to  his 
majesty  under  the  hands  of  two  seijeants  and  the  attorney- 
general.     All  this  time  the  quarrel  subsisted  between  him 
and  his  wife :   and  many  letters  are  still   extant,   which 
shew  a  great  deal  of  beat  and  resentment  in  both  parties. 
At  the  time  of  the  marriage  lady  Hatton  was  confined  at 
the  complaint  of  her  husband:  for,  since  her  marriage, 
she  had  purchased  the  island  and  castle  of  Purbeck,  and 
several  other  estates  in  different  counties ;  which  made  her 
greatly  independent  of  her  husband.     However,  their  re- 
conciliation was  afterwards  effected,  but  not  till  July  1621, 
and  then  by  no  less  a  mediator  than  the  king. 

A  parliament  was  summoned,  and  met  January  162 1  ; 
and  in  February  there  was  a  great  debate  in  the  hoiise  of 
commons  upon  several  points  of  importance,  such  as  li- 
berty of  speech,  the  increase  of  popery,  and  other  griev- 
ances. Sir  Edward  Coke  was  a  member,  and  his  age, 
experience,  and  dignity  gaye  him  great  weight  there :  but 
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it  yery  soon  appeared  that  be  resolved  to  act  a  different 
part  from  what  the  court,  and  more  especially  the  great 
favourite  Buckingham,  expected.  He  spoke  very  warmly; 
,  and  also  took  occasion  to  shew,  that  proclamations  against 
the  tenor  of  acts  of  parliament  were  void :  for  which  he  is 
highly  commended  by  Camden.  The  houses,  being  ad- 
journed by  the  king's  command  in  June,  met  again  in  No- 
vember ;  and  'fell  into  great  heats  about  the  commitment 
of  sir  Edwin  Sands,  soon  after  their  adjournment,  which 
had  such  unfortunate  consequences,  that  the  common^ 

Protested,  Dec.  18,  against  the  invasion  of  their  privileges, 
^he  king  prorogued  the  parliament  upon  the  2 1st;  and  on 
the  27th,  sir  Edward  Coke  was  committed  to  the  Tower^ 
his  chambers  in  the  Temple  broke  open,  and  bis  papers 
delivered  to  sir  Robert  Cotton  and  Mr.  Wilson  to  examine. 
January  6,  1622^  the  parliament  was  dissolved:  and  the 
same  day  sir  Edward  was  charged  before  (he  council  with 
having  concealed  some  true  examinations  in   the  great 
cause  of  the  earl  of  Somerset,  and  obtruding  false  ones : 
nevertheless,  he  was  soon  after  released,'  but  not  without 
receiving  high  marks  of  the  king's  resentment:  for  he  was 
a  second  time  turned  out  of  the  king's  privy-council,  the 
lung  giving  him  this  character,  that  ^^  he  was  the  fittest 
instrument  for  a  tyrant  that  ever  was  in  England."     And 
yet,  says  Wilson,  in  the  houses  be  called  the  king's  pre- 
rogative  an  overgrown  monster.    Towards   the  close   of 
1623  he  was  nominated,  with  several  others,  to  whom  large 
powers  were  given,  to  go  over  to  Ireland ;  which  nomina- 
tion, though  accompanied  with  high  expressions  of  kind- 
ness and  confidence,  was  made  with  no  other  view  but  to 
get  him  out  of  the  way  for  fear  he  should  be  troublesome, 
but  he  remained  firm  in  his  opinions^  nor  does  it  appear 
that  he  ever  sought  to  be  reconciled  to  the  court ;  so  that 
he  was  absolutely  out  of  favour  at  the  death  of  king  James. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  next  reign,  when  it  was  found 
necessary  to  call  a  second  parliament,  he  was  pricked  for 
sheriff  of  Bucks  in  162  j^,  to  prevent  bis  being  chosen.    Hq 
laboured  all  he  could  to  avoid  it,  but  in  vain ;  so  that  he 
was  obliged  to  serve  the  office,  and  to  attend  the  judges  at 
the  assizes,  where  he  had  often  presided  as  lord  ^  chief 
justice.     This  did  not  hinder  his  being  elected  knight  of 
the  shire  for  Bucks  in  the  parliament  of  1628,  in  wjiich  be 
distinguished  himself  more  than  any  man  in  the  house  of 
cpmmons^'  spol^e  warmly  for  the  redress  of  grievance^ 


COKE.  It 

.tfrgoed  boldly  in  defence  of  the  liberty  of  the  8ubJ0ct»  and 
strenuously  supported  the  privilege  of  the  house.  It  was 
he  that  proposed  and  framed  the  petition  of  rights ;  and, 
June  1628,  he  made  a  speech,  in  which  he  named  the 
duke  of  Buckingham  as  the  cause;  of  all  our  miserie^f 
though,  lord  Clarendon  tells  us,  be  had  before  blasphemousl/ 
styled  him  the  saviour  of  the  nation ;  but  although  there  is 
no  great  reason  to  conclude  that  all  this  opposition  to  the 
arbitrary  measures  of  the  court  flowed  from  any  principles 
of  patriotism,  he  became  for  a  time  the  idol  of  the  party 
in  opposition  to  the  court,  and  his  conduct  at  this  time  is 
still  mentioned  with  veneration  by  their  historians  and  acU 
vocates.  Our  own  opinion  is,  that  although  lord  Coke 
was  occasionally  under  the  influence  of  temper  or  interest 
be  was,  upon  the  whole,  a  more  independent  character  than 
his  enemies  will  admit.  After  the  dissolution  of  this  par- 
liament, which  happened  the  March  following,  he  retired 
to  his  house  at  Stoke  Pogeys  in  Buckinghamshire,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days ;  and  there,.  Sept. 
3,  1634,  breathed  his  last  in  his  eighty-sixth  year,  ex- 
piring with  these  words  in  his  mouth,  as  his  monument  in- 
forms us,  '^  Thy  kingdom  come  !  thy  will  be '  done  !'• 
While  he  lay  upon  his  death-bed,  sir  Francis  Windebank, 
by  an  order  of  council,  came  to  search  for  seditiou$  and 
dangerous  papers ;  by  virtue  whereof  he  took  his  "  Com- 
mentaiy  upon  Littleton,*'  and  the  ^^  History  of  his  Life'* 
before  it,  written  with  his  own  hand,  his  ^^  Cofgmentary 
upon  Magna  Charta,  &c."  the  "  Pleas  of  the  Crown,"  and 
the  ''  Jurisdiction  of  Courts,*'  his  eleventh  and  twelfth 
<<  Reports''  in  MS.  and  51  other  MSS.  with  the  last  will  of 
sir  Edward,  wherein  he  had  been  making  provision  for  his 
younger  grand-children.  The  books  and  papers  were  kept 
till  seven  years  after,  when  one  of  his  sons  in  1641  moved 
the  bouse  of  commons,  that  the  books  and  papers  taken  by 
sir  Francis  Windebank  might  be  delivered  to  sir  Robert 
Coke^  heir  of  sir  Edward ;  which  the  king  was  pleased  tp 
grant.  Such  of  them  as  could  be  found  were  accordingly 
delivered  up,  but  the  will  was  never  heard  of  more. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  was  in  his  person  well-proportioned, 
and  his  features  regular.  He  was  neat,  but  not  nice,  in 
his  dress :  and  is  reported  to  have  said,  *^  that  the  clean- 
ness of  a  man's  clothes  ought  to  put  him  in  mind  of  keep- 
ing all  clean  within."  He  had  great  quickness  of  parts^ 
deep  penetration^  a  faitbj[ul  memory^  and  a  solid  j  adg- 
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meat.  He  was  wont  to  say,  that  '^  matter  lay  in  a  little 
room  ;^'  and  in  his  pleadings  he  was  concise,  though  in 
set  speeches  and  in  his  writings  too  diffuse.  He  was  cer- 
tainly a  great  master  of  his  profession,  as  even  his  enemies 
allow ;  had  studied  it  regularly,  and  was  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  every  thiifg  relating  to  it.  Hefioji^  he  gained 
«o  high  an  esteem  in  Westminster-hall,  and  came  to  enjoy 
so  large  a  share  in  the  favour  of  the  gr^at  lord  Burleigh. 
He  valued -himself,  and  indeed  not  without  reason,  upon 
this,  that  he  obtained  all  his  preferments  without  employ- 
ing either  prayers  or  pence ;  and  that  he  became  the 
queen^s  solicitor,  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons,  at- 
torney-general, chief  justice  of  both  benches,  high-stew- 
ard of  Cambridge,  and  a  member  of  the  privy-council^ 
without  either  begging  or  bribing.  As  he  derived  his  for- 
tune, his  credit,  and  bis  greatness,  from  the  law,  so  he 
loved  it  to  a  degree  of  intemperance.  He  committed 
every  thing  to  writing  with  an  industry  beyond  example, 
and,  as  we  shall  relate  just  now,  published  a  great  deal. 
He  met  with  many  changes  of  fortune  ;  was  sometimes  in 
power,  and  sometimes  in  disgrace.  He  was,  however,  so 
excellent  at  making  the  best  of  a  disgrace,  that  king  James 
used  to  compare  him  to  a  cat,  who  always  fell  upon  her 
legs.  He  was  upon  occasion  a  friend  to  the  church  and 
clergy :  and  thus,  when  he  had  lost  his  public  employ- 
ments, and  a  great  peer  was  inclined  to  question  the  rights 
of  the  efauA'ch  of  Norwich,  he  hindered  it,  by  telling  him 
plainl),  that  *^  if  he  proceeded,  he  would  put  on  his  cap 
and  sown  again,  and  follow  the  cause  through  Westmin- 
ster-ball.*' He  had  many  benefices  in  his  own  patronage, 
which  he  is  said  to  have  given  freely  to  men  of  merit ; 
cleclaring  in  his  law  language,  that  he  would  have  law 
livings  pass  by  livery  and  seisin,  and  not  by  bargain  and 
sale. 

^*  His  learned  and  laborious  wprks  on  the  laws,''  says  a 
certain  author,  ^^  will  be  admired  by  judicious  posterity, 
while  Faroe  has  a  trumpet  left  her,  or  any  breath  to  blow 
therein."  This  is  indisputably  a  just  character  of  bis  writ- 
ings in  general :  the  particulars  of  which  are  as  follow. 
About  1600  were  published,  in  folio,  the  first  part  of  the 
^  Reports  of  sir  Edwarjl  Coke,  knt.  her  majesty's  attorney- 
general,  of  divers  resolutions  and  judgments  given  with 
great  deliberation  by  the  reverend  judges  and  sages,  of  the 
law,  pf  cases  and  matters  in  law,  which  were  never- reserved 
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or  adjudged  before  :  and  the  reasons  and  causesi  of  the  said 
resolutions  and  judgments  daring  the  most  happy  reign  of 
the  most  illustrious  and  renowned  queen  Elizabeth,  the 
fountain  of  all  justice,  and  the  life  of  the  law.^^  The  secon^^ 
third,  and  soon  to  the  eleventh  part  of  the  '^Reports'* 
were  all  published  by  himself  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  The 
twelfth  part  of  his  Reports  has  a  certificate  printed  before 
it,  dated  Feb.  2,  1656,  and  subscribed  E.  Bulstrod  ;  sig- 
nifying, that  he  conceives  it  to  be  the  genuine  work  of  sir 
Edward  Coke.  The  title  of  the  thirteenth  part  is,  "  Se- 
lect cases  in  law,  reported  by  sir  Edward  Coke  ;''  and  these' 
are  asserted  to  be  his  in  a  preface  signed  with  the  initials 
J.G. 

All  thes^  Reports  have  been  uniformly  received  by  our 
courts  with  the  utmost  deference;  and  as  a  mark  of  distin- 
guished eminence,  they  are  frequently  cited  as,  1,  2,  3,  &e. 
Sep.  without  mentioning  the  author's  name,  and  in  his  own 
writings  they  are  usually  described  as  Lib.  1,2, 3,  &c.  There 
have  been  many  editions  of  these  Reports,  the  last  in  1776^ 
in  7  vols.  8vo,  by  Wilson.  They  have  also  been  abstractedly 
versified  in  an  8vo  volume,  1742,  in  a  very  curious  manner^ 
for  the  help  of  the  memory,  and  the  method  seems  to  hav^ 
been  recommended  by  the  practice  of  lord  Coke  himself. 

In  1614  there  was  published,  **  A  speech  and  charge  at 
Norwich  assizes,''  intended  to  pass  for  sir  Edward  Coke's ; 
but  he  clearly  disclaims  it,  in  the  preface  to  the  seventh 
part  of  his  Reports.  He  did  indeed  make  a  speech  at  that 
time,  and  in  some  measure  to  this  purpose ;  but  these  notes 
of  it  were  gathered  and  published  without  his  knowledge  \ 
in  a  very  incorrect  and  miserable  manner,  and  published 
with  a  design  to  prejudice  and  expose  him.  In  1614  was 
published  in  folio,  ^^  A  book  of  entries,  containing  perfect 
and  approved  precedents  of  courts,  declarations,  informa-* 
tions,  plaints,  indictments,  bars,  duplications,  rejoinders, 
pleadings,  processes,  continuances,  essoigns,  issues,  de-^ 
faults,  departure  in  despight  of  the  court,  demurrers,  trials, 
judgmeujts,  executions,  and  all  other  matters  and  proceedr 
ings,  in  effect,  concerning  the.practic  part  of  the  laws  of 
England,  in  actions  real,  personal,  mixed,  and  in  appeals : 
beiug  very  necessary  to  be  known,  and  of  excellent  use  for 
the  modern  practice  of  the  law»  many  of  them  containing 
matters  in  law,  and  points  of  great  learning  \  collected  and 
ptsblished  for  the  common  good  and  benefit  of  all  the  stu« 
aious  and  learned  pirpfe^sors  of  the  laws  of  England.'* 
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His  "  Institutes"  are  divided  into  four  parts.  The  first 
is  the  translation  and  comment  upon  the  '^  Tenures  of  Sir 
Thomas  Littleton,'^  oue  of  the  judges  of  the  common-pleas 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  It  was  pubhshed  in  his  life- 
time, in  1628 ;  but  that  edition  was  very  incorrect.  There 
was  a  second  published  in  1629,  said  to  be  revised  by  the 
author,  and  in  which  this  work  is  much  amended ;  yet  seve- 
ral mistakes  remained  even  in  that.  The  second  part  of 
the  ^^  Institutes"  gives  us  magna  charta,  and  other  select 
statutes,  in  the  languages  in  which  they  were  first  enacted, 
and  much  more  correct  than  they  were  to  be  had  any  where 
else.  He  adds  to  these  a  commentary  full  of  excellent 
learning,  wherein  he  shews  how  the  commbn  law  stood  be« 
fore  those  statutes  were  made,  how  far  they  are  introduc- 
tory of  new  laws,  and  how  far  declaratory  of  the  old  ;  what 
were  the  causes  of  making  them,  to  what  endsthey  were  made, 
and  in  what  degree,  at  the  time  of  his  writing,  they  were 
either  altered  or  repealed.  The  third  part  of  the  *^  Insti<» 
tutes"  contains  the  criminal  law  or  pleas  of  the  crown : 
where,  among  other  things,  be  shews,  m  regard  to  pardons 
and  restitutions,  how  far  the  king  may  proceed  by  his  pre* 
fogative,  and  where  the  assistance  of  parliament  is  necesr 
sary.  The  fourth  part  of  the  "  Institutes'*  comprehends 
the  jurisdiction  of  all  the'courts  in  this  kingdom,  from  the 
high  court  of  parliament  down  to  the  court-baron.  This 
part  not  being  published  till  after  his  decease,  there  are 
many  inaccuracies  and  some  greater  faults  in  it,  which  were 
animadverted  upon  and  amended  in  a  book  written  by 
William  Prynixe,  esq.  and  published  in  1669.  The  thir- 
teenth, fourteenth,  and  fifteenth  editions  of  the  ^^  Instil 
tutes,"  1788,  1789,  and  1794,  by  Hargrave  and  Butler,  are 
esteemed  the  best. 

We  have  besides  of  his,  1.  A  treatise  of  Bail  and  Main-^ 
prize,  1^637,  4to.  2.  Reading  on  the  state  of  Fines,  27 
£dw.  I.  French,  1662, 4to.  3.  Complete  Copyholder,  1640, 
4to.  There  was  added  in  another  edition  of  this  book 
in  1650,  4to,  Calthorpe^s  reading  between  a  lord  of  a 
manor  and  a  copyholder  his  tenant,  &c.  And  in  the  edi* 
tions  in  12mo,  1668  and  1673,  there  is  a  supplement ;  but 
a  more  complete  specification  of  the  various  editions  may 
be  found  in  Bridgman's  "  Legal  Bibliography."  \ 

1  Biog.  Brit-*Ltoyd'8  Worthies, — Fuller's  Worthies.— Lodgers  Hlasiratioiiiv 
▼ol.  Ill.r—Beward's  Anecdotes,  vol.  I.  and  Biographiana,  vol.  lI.-^ArchsBologia^ 
Tol.  I.  p.  XX.— Roger  Coke's  Detection  of  the  Court  and  State  of  £ng1and|  &e: 
1697,  8vo,    He  was  grandson  of  lord  Coke. 
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COLARDEAU  (Charles  Peter),  a  French  poet,  wslb 
hotn  at  Janyillein  the  Orleanois  in  1735,  and  was  a  Notary 
of  the  muses  from  his  very  infancy.  He  made  his  first 
appearance  in  the  literary  world  in  1758,  by  a  poetical 
translation  of  Pope's  Eloisa  to  Abelard ;  in  which  he  was 
;5aid  to  have  retained  the  warmth  of  the  original,  with  the 
richness  of  its  images.  His  tragedies  of  Astarb^  and  Calisto, 
the  one  performed  in  1758,  and  the  other  in  1760,  were 
not  so  successful.  The  complexion  of  them  is  indeed  sor» 
rowful,  and  even  gloomy,  but  never  tragical.  The  **  Tem- 
ple of  Goidos,"  and  two  of  the  "  Nights"  of  Young,  in 
French  verse,  the  epistle  to  M.  Duhamel,  and  the  poem  of 
Prometheus,  which  appeared  afterwards,  are  in  general 
versified  in  a  soft  and  harmonious  manner.  The  epistle  to 
M.  Duhamel,  which  is  replete  with  rural  descriptions  and 
•entiments  of  beneficence,  has  been  ranked  by  many  of  its 
enthusiastic  admirers  with  the  best  epistles  of  Boileao. 
These  several  performances  excited  the  attention  of  the 
French  academy  towards  the  author,  who  elected  hiiA  a 
member  at  the  beginning  of  1776  ;  but  before  he  had  pro- 
nounced his  inaugural  discourse,  he  was  snatched  away  by 
death,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  the  7th  of  April  in  the  same 
year,  after  he  had  risen  from  his  bed  in  a  state  of  extreme 
weakness,  and  burnt  what  he  had  written  of  a  translation 
of  Tasso.  This  poet,  who  has  so  well  described  the  charms 
of  nature  in  his  poems,  and  who  even  understood  the  art 
of  drawing,  yet  in  all  the  variety  of  colours  saw  only  white 
and  black,  and  only  the  different  combinations  of  light  and 
shade.  This  singular  organization,  however,  did  not  wea- 
ken the  charms  of  his  imagination.  His  works  were  coU 
lected  in  two  vols.  8vo,  Paris,  1779,  and  have  been  since 
reprinted  in  i2mo.  Amoiig  these  is  a  comedy  entitled 
**  Les  perfidies  st  la  mode,"  in  which  are  some  agreeable 
verses,  two  or  three  characters  well  enough  drawn,  but  not 
a  single  spark  of  the  vis  comica. ' 

COLBERT  (John  Baptist),  marquis  of  Segnelai,  one 
of  the  greatest  statesmen  that  Francfe  ever  had,  was  born 
at  Paris  in  1619,  and  descended  from  a  family  that  lived 
at  Rheims  in  Champaigne,  originally  from  Scotland  (the 
Cuthberts),  but  at  that  time  no  way  considerable  for  it$ 
splendour.  His  grandfather  is  said  to  have  been  a  wine« 
merchant,  and  his  father  at  first  followed  the  same  occur 

^  Diet,  fiist.— B'IsraeU'fl  Cmosities/  roL  I.  p.  i5. 
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pation ;  but  afterwards  traded  in  cloth,  and  at  last  in  $ilk^ 
Our  Colbert  was  instructed  in  the  arts  of  merchandize,  and 
afterwards  became  clerk  to  a  notary.  In  1648  his  relation 
John  Baptist  Colbert,  lord  of  S.  Pouange,  preferred  him  to 
the  service  of  Michael  le  Tellier,  secretary  of  state,  whose 
sister  he  had  married ;  and  here  he  discovered  such  dili- 
gence and  exactness  in  executing  all  the  commissions 
that  were  entrusted  to  his  care,  that  he  quickly  grew  dis- 
tinguished. One  day  his  master  sent  him  to  cardinal  Ma- 
zarine, who  was  then  at  Sedan,  with  a  letter  written  by  the 
queen  mother ;  and  ordered  him  to  bring  it  back  after  that 
minister  had  se^n  it  Colbert  carried  the  letter,  and  would 
not  return  without  it,  though  the  cardinal  treated  him 
roughly,,  uded  several  arts  to  deceive  him,  and  obliged  him 
to  wait  for  it  several  days.  Some  time  sifter,  the  cardinal 
returning  to  court,  and  wanting  one  to  write  his  agenda  or 
memoranda,  desired  le  Tellier  to  furnish  him  with  a  fit  per.- 
son  for  that  employment;  and  Colbert  being  presented  to 
him,  the  cardinal  had  some  remembrance  of  him,  and  de- 
sired to  know  where  he  bad  seen  hioL  Colbert  was  afraid 
of  putting  him  in  mind  of  Sedan,  lest  the  remembrance  of 
his  behaviour  in  demanding  the  queen's  letter  should  re- 
new his  anger.  But  the  cardinal  was  so  far  firom  disliking 
him  for  his  faithfulness  to  his  late  master,  that  he  received 
him  on  condition  that  he  should  serve  him  with  the  like  zeal 
and  fidelity.  '    . 

Colbert  applied  himself  wholly  to  the  advancement  of 
his  master's  interests,  and  gave  him  so  many  marks  of  his 
diligence  and  skill  that  afterwards  he  made  hin^  his  inten- 
dant.  fie  accommodated  himself  so  dexterously  to  the  in- 
clinations of  that  minister,  by  retrenching  his  superfluous 
^xpences,  that  he  was  entrusted  with  the  sale  of  benefices 
and  governments,  and  it  was  by  Colbert's  counsel  that  the 
cardinal  obliged  the  governors  of  frontier  places  to  main- 
tain their  garrisons  with  the  contributions  they  exacted. 
He  was  sent  to  Rome,  to  hpgociate  the  reconciliation  of 
cardinal  de  Retz,  for  which  the  pope  had  shewed  some 
concern;  and  to  persuade  bis  holiness  to  fulfill  the  treaty 
concluded  with  his  predecessor  Urban  YIII.  From  all  these 
services  Mazarine  conceived  so  high  an  bpinion  of  Col- 
bert's abilities,  that  at  his  death  in  1661,  he  earnestly 
recommended  him  to  Louis  XIV.  as  the  most  proper  per- 
son to  regulate  the  finances,  which  at  that  time  were  in 
great  confusion*   Louis  accepted  the  recommendation,  and 
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Colbert  being  appointed  intendaat  of  the  finances,  applied 
himself  to  their  regulation^  and  succeeded ;  though  it^pro* 
cured  him  many  enemies.     France  is  also  obfiged  to  this 

.minister  for  establishing  at  that  time  her  trade  with  the 
£a$t  and  West  Indies^  from  which  she  once  reaped  inntl- 
merable  advantages.  ..       • 

In  1664  he  because  superintendant  of  the.buildin^s  ;  s^njl 
f^bmthat  time  appljed  himself  earnestly, to  the  enlarginef 
and  adorning  of  the  royal  edifices, .  particularly  thd^e 
j^plendid  works,  the  palace  of  the  Tuilleries,  the  Lbuyre, 
St  Germain,  Fontainbleau,  and  Choinbor4.  Versaijles, 
which  he  found  a  doe-kennel,  where  Louis  XIII.  "kept  hfs 
bunting  equipage,  he  rendered  a  palace  fit  for  the' greatest  . 
monarch.  .Colbert  also  formed  several, designs  for'lhrireag[- 
ing  the  beauty  and  convenience  of  *  the  capital  city, '  and 
bad  the  principal  hanfl  in  the  establishment  of  the  academy 
for  painting  and  sculpture  in  1664,  which  originated  Iti 
the  , following  circumstance:  the  king's  painter^  '  and 
sculptors,  with  other  skilful  professors  of  those  arts,  beiti^ 
prosecuted  at  law  by  the  nfiaster-jy^nters  at  Paris,  jbiiiea 

together  in  a  society, 'under  the  name  of  the  Roy^l  Aci- 
demy  for  sculpture  arid  painting,  with  a  view  to  boFd  pii5?ic 
exercises,  for  the  sake  of  improving  the  arts,  a^nd  advand- 
ing  them  to  the  highest  degree  ^*t  perfection.  They  [ijit 
themselves  under  the  protection  of  "Mazarine,  and' cho^e 
chancellor  Seguier  tb/eir  vice*prot;ector ; 'and  after  Mazal- 
ripe's  death  chose  Seguier  th^ir  pi'otectbr,  and, Colbert 
the^r  vige-protector  ;  and' it  was  at  bis  solicitation  that  tbev 
w,ere  finally  established  by  a  patent,  containing  newpfi-. 
viieges,  in  1664.  ^  Colbert,  being  made  protector  after  the 
death  of  Seguier,  thought  fit  that  an  historiographer  should 
be  appointed,  whose  business  it  should  be  to  collect  all 

.  curious  and  useful  observations  made  at  their  conferences. 
His  piajesty  acquiesced  in  the  appoin^^^nent  of  this  new 
officer,  and  settled  on  him  a  salary  of  300  livres.  'To  Col- 
bert also  the  lovers  of  naval' knowledge  are  obliged,  for  the 
erection  of  the  academy  of  sciences;  and  in;i667,  for  the 

,  rojMil  .observatory  ^t  Ifaris,  which  >yas  first  inhabite.d  by 
Caspini.     Firance  diso  owes  to  him  all  t^e  advantages  sl^e  . 

:  receives  by  the  union  of  the  two  seas ;  a  prodigious  w6rk» 

.begi|hin  1666,  and  finished  in  1680.  .  Colbert, was  beside's 

.Tery  .attentive  to  matters  which  regarded'  the  order,  &q^  , 
cency,,  arid  well-being  of  society.    He  undertook  to  refornf 
the  qoijirts  of  justice^  and  to  put  a  stop  to  the  usufpatibn  of 

''■   Vol.  X."  C     '"   ''''■'  ■'"■.•' 
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fioble  titles ;  which  was  then  very  common  in  France.  In 
the  former  of  those  attempts  he  failed,  in  the  latter  he 
succeeded. 

In  1669  he  was  made  secretary  of  state,  and  entrusted 
with  the  management  of  affairs  relating  to  the  sea :  and  bis 
performances  in  this  province  were  answerable  to  the  con- 
fidence his  majesty  reposed  in  him.  He  suppressed  seve- 
ral offices,  which  were  chargeable  and  useless  :  and  in  the 
mean  tin^e,  perceiving  the  king^s  zeal  for  the  extirpation 
of  hefesy,  he  shut  up  the  chamber  instituted  by  the  edicts 
of  Paris  and  Roan.  He  proposed  several  new  regulations 
concerning  criminal  courts ;  and  was  extremely  severe  with 
the  parliament  of  Tholouse,  for  obstructing  the  measures 
he  took  to  carry  the  same  into  execution. '  His  main  de- 
sign in  reforming  the  tedious  methods  of  proceeding  at 
lawy  was  to  give  the  people  more  leisure  to  apply  them- 
selves to  trading :  for  the  advancement  of  which  he  pro- 
cured au  edict,  to  erect  a  general  insurance-office  at  Paris, 
for, merchants,  &c.  In  1672  he  was  made  minister  of  state, 
a^4  amidst  these  multiplied  employments,  it  has  been  ob- 
served that  he  never  neglected  bis  own  or  his  fainily's  inte- 
jrestand  grandeur,  or  missed  any  opportunity  of  advancing* 
either.     He  had  been  married  many  years,  had  sons  and 

.daughters  grown  up ;  all  of  whom,  as  occasion  served,  he 
took  care  to  marry  to  great  persons,  and  thus  strengthened 
his  interest  by  powerful  alliances.    Business,  however,  was 

.  certainly  Colbert^s  natural  turn  ;  and  he  not  only  loved  it, 
bu,t  was  very  impatient  of  interruption  in  it.     A  lady  of 

.  gr^at  quality  was  one  day  urging  him,  when  he  was  in  the 

I  height  of  his  power,  to  do  her  some  piece  of  service ;  and 
perceiving  him  inattentive  and  inflexible,  threw  herself  at 
his  feet,  in  the  presence  of  above  an  hundred  persons,  cry- 
ing, *^  I  beg  your  greatness,  in  the  name  of  God,  to  grant 
me  this  favour  !'*  Upon  which,  Colbert,  kneeling  do\<rn 
over  against  her,  replied,  in  the  same  mournfiirtone,  '^'I 
coiyure  you,  madam,  in  the  name  of  God,  not  to  disturb 
roer*  : 

This  great  minister  died  of  the  stone,  Sept.  6,  1683,  m 
hi^'  65th  year,  .leaving  behind  him  six  soni^  and  three 
daughters.  He  was  of  a  middle  stature,  his  mien  low  arid 
dejected,  his  air  gloomy,  and  his  aspect  stern.  '  He  slept 
little,  and  was  extremely  temperate.  Though  naturally 
sour  and  morose,  he  knew  how  to  act  the  lover,  and  hid 
mistresses.     He  was  of  a  slow  conception^  but  spoke  judi- 
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ciously  of  every  tbii^g  after  he  had  once  comprehended  it. 
He  understood  business  perfectly  well,  and  he  pursued  it 
with  unwearied  application.  This  enabled  hioi  to  fill  the 
most  important  places  with  high  reputation  and  *  credit, 
while  his  influence  diffused  itself  through  every  part  of  the 
government.  He  restored  the  finances,  the  navy,  the  com- 
merce of  France;  and  he  erected  those  various  works  of 
art,  which  have  ever  since  been  monuments  of  his  taste 
and  magnificence.  He  was  a  lover  of  learning,  though 
uot  a  man  of  learning  himself,  and  liberally  conferred  do- 
.nations  and  pensions  upon  scholars  in  other  countries,  while 
he  established  siud  protected  academies  in  his  own.  He 
invited  into  France  f)ainters,  statuaries,  mathematicians, 
and  eminent  artists  of  all  kinds,  thus  giving  new  life  to  the 
science^. .  Upon  the  whole,  he  was  a  wise,  active,  gene- 
rous-spirited minister;  ever  attentive  to  the  interests  of 
his  masiter,  the  happiness  of  the  people,  the  progress  of 
arts  and  manufactures,  and  to  every  thing  that  could  ad- 
vance the  credit  and  interest  of  his  country,  while  his 
failings  were  sucH  as  coqid  not  injure  him  in  the  opinion  of 
his  age  and  country.  * 
.    COLBERT, John  Baptist.'    SeeTORCY. 

COL|E! (Charles  NALSON)i  an  English  lawyer,  and  le- 
gal antiquary,^  was  born  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  in  1722,  and 
educated  at  St,  John*s  college,  Cambridge,  which  he  left 
after  taking  his  bachelor's  degree  in  1743;  and  having 
studied  law  in  the  Inner  Temple,  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
He  became  afterwards  Registrar  to  the  corporation  of  Bed- 
ford Level,  and  published  "  A  Collection  of  Laws  vvhich 
form  the  constitution  of  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation, 
with  an  introductory  history  thereof,"  1761,  8vo.  In  1772 
he  was  editor  of  a  newediyou  of  Sir  William  Dugdale's 
"  History  of  embanking  and  drayning  of  divers  fenns  and 
marshes,  &c."  originally  printed  1662,  fol.  This  new 
edition  was  first  undertaken  by  the  corporation  of  Bedford 
Level;  but  upon  application  to  Richard  Geast,  esq.  of 
Biythe-Hall,  in,  the  county  of  Warwick,  a  lineal  maternal 
descendant  of  the  author,  be  desired  that  it  might  be  en- 
tirely conducted  £^t  his  own  expence.  Mr.  Cole  added 
^^  three  very  useful  indexes.  Mr.  Cole's  next  appearance  in 
the  literary,  world  was   as  editor  to  Mr.  Soame  Jenyn^'s 

*  Life  of,  Cologn;  1695.  «nd in -Eotlish,  1695,  «vo.— Mowri— Diet.  HitO— 
FerrauU  Let  HudttDet  lllustres. 
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works,  with  whom  he  had  lived  in  habits  of  friendship  for 
.near  half  a  century.  Mr.  Jenyns,  who  died  in  1787, 
pequeathed  to  him  the  copy-right  of  all  his  published 
works,  and.  consigned  to  his  care  all  his  literaiy  papers^ 
with  a  desire  that  he  Would  collect  together  ahcisuperin-' 
tend  the  publicatipn  of  his  works.  In  executing  this,  Mr. 
Cole  made  such  a  selection  as  shewed  his  regard  for  the 
reputation  of  his  friend,  and  prefixed  a  life  written  with 
candour.  Mr.  Cdle,  who  had  long  lived  a  private  and  re- 
tired life,  died  Dec.  18,  1804,  at  his  house  in  Edward- 
street,  Cavendish-square,  after  a  tedious  arid  severe  illness, 
in  the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age.  * 

COLE  (Henry),  a  person  of  considerable  learning  in 
the  sixteenth  century,  was  born  at  Godshitl  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  educated  in  Wykeham's  school  near  Winches- 
ter. From  thence  he  was  chosen  to  New  college,  Oxford, 
of  which  he  became  perpetual  fellow  in  1523,  and  studying 
the  civil  law,  took  the  degree  of  bachelor  in  thisit  faculty, 
JVIarch  3,  1529-30.  He  then  travelled  itito  Italy,  and  im- 
proved himself  in. his  studies  at  Padua,  being  a  zealbi» 
Iloman  catholic,  but  upon  his  return  to  England,  he  ac- 
knowledged king  lienry  VIII.  to  be  the  suprentie  head  of 
the  church  of  England.  In  1540^  he  took  the  degree  of 
doctor  of  the  civil  taw  ^  and  the  same  year  resigned  his  fel- 
lowship, being  then  settled  in  London^  an  advocate  in  the 
court  of  arches^  prebendary  of  Yatmiiister  Secuhda  in  the 
church  of  Sarum,  and  about  the  same  time  was  made  arch- 
deacon of  Ely.  In  September,  1540,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  rectory  of  Chelmsford  in  Essex :  and  in  October  fol- 
lowing, collated  to  the  prebend  of  Holbora,  which  he  re- 
signed April  19,  1541;  and  was  the  same  day  collated  to 
that  of  Sneating^,  which  he  voiding  by  cession  in  March 
ensuing,  was  collated  to  the  prebend  of  Wenlakesbarrier 
In  1542  he; ^ was  elected  warden  of  New  College;'  and  in 
1545  made  rector  of  Newton  Longville  in  Buckingham- 
shire. Soon  after,  when  king  Edward  VI.  came. to  the 
crown,  Dr.  Cole  outwardly  embraced,  and  preached  tip 
tbe  reformation,  but  altering  his  mind,  he  resigned  hi3 
jectory  of  Chelmsford  in  1547;  and  jn^  1551  his  warden- 
#hip  of  New  College;  and  the  year  following,  his  rector|^ 
of  Newton  Longville.  After  aueen  Mary^s  accession  to 
the  crown,  he  became  again  a  zealous  Roman  catholic ; 

I  Nichols's  Boir)f«r« 
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^n4  in  .1^54  was  paade  provost  of  Eton  college^  of  which 
tie  bad  been  fellow:  The  jsame  year,  June  '50,  he  had 
the  degree  of  D.  D.  conferred  on  bim,  and  was  one  6t 
the  divine?  that  disputed  publicly  at  Oxford  with  arck- 
bishop. Cranmer,  and  bishop  Ridley.  He  also  preached 
t^e  funeral  serm-on  before  archbishop  Cranmer*s  execution. 
lie  y^SLS  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  to  Visit  the 
university  of  Cambridgie ;  was  elected  dean  of  St.  Paul's 
tjie  J  1th  of  December,  1556 ;  made  (August  8,  1557)  vi- 
car-general of  the  spiritualities  under  cardinal  Pole,  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury ;  and  the  first  of  October  following, 
official  of  the  arches,  and  dean  of  the  peculiars ;  and  in 
November  ensuing,  judge  of  the  court  of  audience.  In 
1558  be  was  appointed  orte  of  the  overseers  of  that  car- 
dinars  will.  In  the  first  year  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign 
he  was  one  of  the  eight  oatholic  divines  whp  aisputed 
publicly  at  Westminster  with  the  same  number  of  pro- 
testants,  and  distinguished  himself  then  and  afterwards, 
by  his  writings  in  favour  of  popery,  for  which  be  was  de- 
prived of  his  deanery,  fined  five  hundred  marks,  and  im- 
prisoned. He  died  in  or  near  Wood-street  compter,  in 
London,  in  December,  1579.  Leiand  has  noticed  hin^ 
among  other  learned  men  of  our  nation.  He  is  called  by 
Strype  "  a  person  more  earnest  than  wise,"  but  Aschani 
highly  commends  him  for  his  learning  and  humanity. .  It 
is  evident,  however,  _that  he  accommodated  his  changes  of 
opinions  to  the  times,  although  in  bis  heart  he  was  among 
the  most  bigotted  and  implacable  opponents  of  the  re- 
formed religion.  His  writings  were,  1.  "  Disputatioit  with 
archbishop  Cranmer  and  bishop  Ridley  at  Oxford,"  in 
J  554.  2.  "  Funeral  Sermon  at  the  Burning  of  Dr.  Tho- 
mas  Cranmer,  archbishop  of  Canterbury."'.  Both  these  are 
in  Fox's  Acts  and  Mbnuments.  3.  "  Letters  to  John  Jewell, 
bishop  of  &>a^isbiiry,  iipon  occasion  of  a  Sermon  that  the  said 
bishop  preached  before  the  queen's  majesty  and  her  honour- 
able council,'anno  1 560,'*  Lond.  1 560, 8vo,  printed  afterwards 
apiong  Bishop  Jewell's  works.  4.  "  Letters  to  bishop 
JewelT,  upon  occasion  of  a  Sermon  of  his  preached  at  Paul's 
Cross  on  the  second  Sunday  before  taster,  in  1560."  5. 
**  An  Answeir  to  the  first  proposition  of  the  Protestants,  j^t 
the  Disputation  before  the  lords  hi  Westminster."  These 
last  are  in  Burnet's  History  of  the  Keformi^tion. ' 

1  Biog.  Brit. — Atb.  Ox.  yoL  I. — Fox'f  A«ts  and  M9Dvm«n(t.*-Burnet's,  CoU 
lier'»,  ftDd  Dodd's  Cb.  Hist. 
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COLK  (WimAM),  an  eminent  antiquary  and  benefactor 
V>  the  history  and  antiquities  of  England^  was  the  son  of 
William  Cole,  a  gentlepnan  of  landed  property,  at  Babe r- 
bam   in  Cambridgeshire,    by   his   third   wife,    Catharine^ 
daughter  of  Theophilus  Tuer,  of  Cambridge,  merchant, 
but  at  the    time  she  married   Mr.  Cole,    the   widow  of 
Charles  Apthorp  *.     He  was  born  at  Little  Abington,  a 
village  near  Baberham,    Aug.  ?,  .1714,  and  received   the 
early  part  of  his  education   under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Butts  at 
Saffron-Walden,  and  at  other  small  schools.    From  these 
fie  was  removed  to  Eton,  where  he  was  placed  under  Dr. 
Cooke,  afterwards  provost,  but  to  whom  he  seems  to  have 
contracted  an  implacable  aver^on.     After  remaining  five 
years  on  the  foundation  at  this  seminary,  he  was  admitted 
ft  pensioner  of  Clare  hall,  Cambridge,  Jan.  25,  1733;  and 
in  April  1734,  was  admitted  to  one  of  Freeman's  scholar- 
'  ships,  although  not  exactly  qualified  according  to  that  be- 
nefactor's intention  :  but  in  1735,  on  the  death  of  his  fa-f 
ther,  from  whom  he  inherited  a  bandsonpie  estate,  he  en- 
tered himself  a  fellow-commoner  of  Clare  Hall,  and  uc^t 
year  removed  to  King's  college,  where  he  bad  a  younger 
brother,  then  a  fellow,  and  was  accommodated  with  better 
apartments.     This  last  circumstance,  and  the  society  of 
his  old  companions  of  Eton,  appear  to  have  been  his  prin-r 
cipal  motives  for  changing  his  college.     In  April  1736,  he 
.travelled  for  a  short  time  in  French  Flanders  with  his  half- 
brother,  the  late  Dr.  Stephen  Apthorp,  and  in  October  of 
the  same  year  he  took  the  degree  of  B.  A.     In  1737,  in 
consequence  of  bad  health,  he  went  to  Lisbon,  where  he 
remained  six  inonths,  and  returned  to  college  May  1738. 
The  following  year  he  was  put  into  the  commission  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Cambridge,  in  which  capjicity  he 
acted  for  many  years.     In.  1740  his  friend  lord  Montfort, 
then  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county,  appointed  him  one  qf 
his  deputy  lieutenants  ;  and  in  the, same  year  he  proceeded 
M.A.       in    1743,  his    health   being  again    impaired,    he 
took  another  trip  throu2:h  Flanders  for  five  or  six  weeks, 
visiting  St.  Omer's,  Lisle,  Tournay,  &c,  and  other  princi- 
pal places,  of  which  he  has  given  an  account  in  his  MS 
pollections.     In  Dec.  1744.  he  was  ordained  deacon  in  the 

♦  Mr.  Cole*s  father  ha<1  a  fourth  wife,  years  jnninzt  ^^y  agreed  mi  a'sepa- 

a  relation  of  lord  Montfort.  ••  By  her,>*  ration.*'     She  died  aboat  a  year  atler 

says  h'lB  sou,  **  he  had  no  issue,  and  her  h^shandv 
very  Utile  quiet.     After  four  or-  five 
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edlegiate  church  of  Westminster^  by  DnWilcocks^'bisbop 
of  Rochester,  and  was  in  coiisequence  for  some  time  cu* 
rat^  to.  Dr.  Abraham  Oakes,  rector .  of  \Vethersfield  in 
Suffolk.  In  1745y  after  being  admtttied  to  priest^s  orders, 
he  was  made  chaplain  to  Thomas  earl  of  Kinnoul,  in 
which  office  he  was  continued  by  the  succeeding  earl, 
Georo^e.  He  was  elected  a  fellow  of  the  Society  of  An- 
tiquaries in  1747  ;  and  appears  to  have  resided  at  Hadden- 
ham  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  in  1749,  when  he  was  collated  by 
bishop  Sherlock  to  the  rectory  of  Homsey  in  Middlesex, 
which  he  retained  only  a  very  short  time.  Speaking  of  that 
prelate,  he  says,  **  He  gave  me  the  rectory  of  Hornsey, 
yet  his  manner  was  such  that  I  soon  resigned  it  again  to 
him.  I  have  not  been  educated  in  episcopal  trammels, 
and  liked  a  more  liberal  behaviour;  yet  he  was  a  great 
man,  and  I  believe  an  honest  man.''  The  fact,  however, 
was,  as  Mr.  Cole  elsewhere  informs  us,  that  he  was  in- 
ducted Nov.  25 ;  but  finding  the  house  in  so  ruinous  a  coh* 
dition  as  to  require  rebuilding,  and  in  a  situation  so  near 
the  metropolis,  which  was  always  his  aversion,  and  under- 
standing that  the  bishop  insisted  on  his  residing,  he  re- 
signed within  a  month.  This  the  bishop  refused  te  accept, 
because  Mr.  Cole  had  made  himself  liable  to  dilapidations 
and  other  expences  by  accepting  of  it  Cole  continued 
therefore  as  rector  until  Jan.  9, 1751,  when  he  resigned  it 
into  the  hands  of  the  bishop  in  favour  of  Mr.  Territ.  Du- 
ring this  time  he  had  never  resided,  but  employed  a  curate, 
the  rev.  Matthew  Mapletoft.  In  1753  he  quitted  the  uni- 
versity on  being  presented  by  his  early  friend  and  patron, 
Browne  Willis,  esq.  to  the  rectory  of  Bletchley,  in  Buck- 
inghamshire, which  be  resigned  March  20,  1767,  in  favour 
of  his  patron's  grandson,  the  rev.  Thomas  Willis,  and  this 
very  honourably,  and  merely  because  he  knew  it  was  his 
patron's  intention  to  have  bestowed  it  on  his  grandson  had 
be  lived  to  effect  an  exchange. 

Having  \>een  an  early  and  intimate  acquaintance  of  Mr. 
Horace  Walpole,  the  late  jsarl  of  Orford,  they  went  to 
France  together  in  1765,  Mr.  Walpole  to  enjoy  the  gaieties 
of  that  country,  but  Mr.  Cole  to  seek  a  cheap  residence, 
*to  which  he  might  retire  altogether.  From  the  whole 
tenour  of  Mr.  Cole's  sentiments,  and  a  partiality,  which 
in^bisMSS.  he  takes  little  pains  to  disguise,  iu  favour  of 
the  Roman  catholic  religion  and  ceremonies,  we  sxispect 
that  cheapness  was  not  the  only  motive  for  this  intepded 
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r^ttioWl.  tie  had  d  thi^  time  his  pirsonat  isiite^  wfaich 
K^  ^ells  us  was  a  "  hand^me  one/'  and  he  held  the  living 
of'  Bletchley,  both  together  surely  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  a  retired  scholar^  a  man  of  little  personal  expeuce,  and 
who  had  determined  iievet  to  marry.  He  was,  however, 
diverted  from  residing  in  France  by  the  laws  of  that  coun* 
try,  particula;rly  the  t)ro\t  d'Aubaine,  by  which  the  pro- 
perty of  a  stranger  dying  in  France  becomes  the  king's, 
and  which  bad  not  at  that  time  been  revoked.  Mr.  Cole 
lit  first  supposed  this  could  be  no  obstacle  to  his  settling  in 
Normandy;  but  hiis  friend  Mr.  Walpole  represented  to  him 
that  his  MS6.  on  which  he  set  a  high  value,  woiild  infal- 
libly become  the  property  of  the  ling  of  France,  and  pro- 
babjy  be  destroyed.  This  had  a  persuasive  effect ;  and  in 
addition  to  it,  we  have  his  own  authority  that  this  visi£ 
ititpressed  his  miiid  so  strongly  with  the  certainty  of  an 
impending  revolution,  that  upoh  that  account  he  preferred 
remaining  in  England.  His  expressions  on  this  subject 
ar'e  retnarkable,  but  not  uncharacteristic  :  "  I  did  not  like 
the  plan  of  settling  in  France  at  that  time,  w/ien  the  Jesuits 
were  expelled^  and  the  philosophic  deists  were  so  powerful 
as  tq  threaten  the  destruction,  not  oiily  of  all  the  religious 
orders,  but  of  Christianity  itself."  There  is  a  journal  of 
this  tour  in  vol.  XXXIV.  of  his  collections. 

In  1767,  after  resi]*nihg  Bletchley,  he  went  iiito  a  hired 
house  at  Waterbeche,  and  continued  thei'e  i^o  years, 
while  a  house  was  fitiiiig  for  him  at  Milton,  a  ismigtll  village 
on  the  Ely  road,  near  Cambridge,  where  he  passed  the 
temainder  of  his  disiys,  and  from  which  he  becanie  familiarly 
(distinguished  as  "  Cole  of  Milton."  In  May  17^1,  by 
lord  Montfort's.  favour,  lie  was  put  into  the  commission  of 
Wie  jpeace  for  the  town  bf  Cambridge.  In  1772,  bishop 
Keene,  without  any  solicitation,  sent  Mr.  Cole  an  offer  of 
the  vicarage  of  Maddihgrey,  about  seven  miles  from  Miltofr, 
whic}i,  for  reasons  of  convenience,  he  civilly  dieclined, 
but  has  not  spoken  so  civilly  of  that  prelate  in  his  "  Athehae." 
He  was,  however,  instituted  by  Dr.  Green,  bishop  ef  Lin- 
coln, to  the  vicarage  of  BurnhaAi,  in  Buckinghamshire, 
on  the  presentation  bf  Eton  college,  June  10,  1774,  void- 
by  the  cession  of  his  uterine  brother.  Dr.  Apthbrp.  He 
JBtitl,  however,  resided  at  Milton,  where  he  died  Dec.  15, 
lV82,  in  his  sixty-eighth  year,  his  constitution  having 
l)een  shattered  and  worn  down  by  repedted  attacks  of  ttie 
gout. 
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Mr.  Ckit  was  an  antiquary  almost  from  tke  cracSey  and 
had  in  bi$  boyish  days  made  himself  acqnaki ted  with  those 
if^essary  sciences,  heraldry  and  architecture.  He  say», 
the  first  '^  e^ssaj  of  bis  antiquarianism^'  was  taking  a  copy 
both  of  the  inscription  and  tomb  of  Ray,  the  nftturalist,  in 
1734 ;  btit  it  appears  that,  when  he  was  at  Eton  school,  he 
used  during  the  racattons  to  copy,  in  trick,  arms  from  the 
{iainted  utrindows  of  churches,  particularly  Baberham  in 
Cambridgeshire,  and  Moulton  in  Lincolnshire.  Ye^  al- 
tliough  he  di^oted  his  ^hole  Kfe  to  topography  and  bio*' 
graphy,  he  did  not  aspire  to  any  higher  honour  than  that 
of  a  coltdttor  of  information  for  the  use  of  others,  and 
certainly  was  liberal  and  communicativje  to  his  contempo«> 
raries,  and  so  partial  to  every  attempt  to  illustrate  our 
English  antiquities,  that  he  frequently  offered  bis  services, 
where  delicacy  and  want  of  personal  knowledge  would  have 
perhaps  prevented  his  being  consulted. 

What  he  contributed  was  in  general,  in  itself,  original 
and  accurate,  and  would  have  done  credit  to  a  separate 
^tiblication,  if  he  had  thought  proper.  Among  the  works 
which  he  assisted,  either  by  entire  dissertations,  or  by  mi-^ 
iinte  cbmmmncations  and  corrections,  we  may  enumerate 
feWse's  "  Antiquities  ;'*  Bentham's  «*  Ely  ;'•  Dr.  DucarePs 
publibations ;  Philips's  «  Life  of  Cardinal  Pble ;"  Gough's 
"  British  Topography ;"  the  **  Memoirs  of  the  Gentlemen's 
feoctety  at  Spalding  ;**  Mr.  Nichols's  "  Collection  of 
Poems,**  "  Anecdotes  of  Hogarth,"  **  History  of  Hinck- 
ley," and  "  Life  of  Bowyer."  With  Granger  he  corre- 
sponded very  frequently,  and  most  of  his  correctiohs  were 
adopted  by  that  writer.  Mr.  Cole  himself  was  a  collector 
of  portraits  at  a  time  when  this  trade  was  in  few  hands,  and 
had  a  very  valuable  series,  in  the  disposal  of  which  he  w^ 
eomewhat  unfortunate,  and  somewhat  capricious,  putting 
a  different  talue  on  them  at  different  times.  When  in  the 
hcfpe  that  lord  Montstuart  would  purchase  them,  he  valued 
ihetn  at  a  shilling  each,  one  with  another,  which  he  says 
would  hkve  amounted  to  160/.  His  collection  must  there- 
fore have  amounted  to  3200  prints,  but  among  these  werie 
ihany  topographical  articles :  130/.  was  offered  on  ftis  oc*- 
basion,  which  Mr.  Cole  declined  accepting.  This  was  iii 
■1774 ;  but  previous  to  this,  in  1772,  he  met  with  a  curious 
aorident,  which  had  thinned  his  collection  of  portraits. 
This  Was  a  visit  from  an  eminent  collector.  "  He  had,'* 
'itays  Mr.  Cole,  "  heard  of  my  coUectton  of  prints,  and  a 
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proposal  to  see  tbem  was  the  consequence ;  accordingly ^ 
he  breakfasted  here  next  morning.;  and  on  a  slight  oii'er 
of  acconnniodating  hini  with  such  heads  as  he  had  not,  he 
absolutely  has  taken  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  of  my 
most  valuable  and  favourite  heads,  such  as  he  had  not,  and 
most  of  which  had  never  seen;  and  all  this  with  as  much 
ease  and  familiarity  as  if  we  had  known  each  other  ever  so 
long.  However,  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  I 
really  did  offer  him  at  Mr.  Pemberton's,  that  he  might  take 
such  in  exchange  as  he  had  not ;  but  this  I  thought  would 
not  have  exceeded  above  a  dozen,  or  thereabouts,  &c." 
In  answer  to  this  account  of  the  devastation  of  his  collec- 
lion,  his  correspondent  Horace  Walpole  writes  to  him  in 
the  following  style,  which  is  not  an  unfair  specimen  of  the, 
manner  in  which  these  correspondents  treated  their  con- 
temporaries : — *^  I  have  had  a  relapse  (of  the  gout),  and 
have  not  been  able  to  use  my  hand,  or  I  should  have  la* 
mented  with  you  on  the  plunder  of  your  prints  by  that 
Algerine  hog. ,  I  pity  you,  dear  sir,  and  feel  for  yoi,ir  awk- 
wardness, that  was  struck  dumb  at  his  rapaciousness.  The 
beast  has  no  sort  of  taste  neither,  and  in  a  twelvemonth 
will  sell  them  again.  This  Mulcy  Moloch  used  to  buy 
books,  and  now  sells  them.  He  has  hurt  his  fortune,  and 
ruined  himself  to  have  a  collection,  without  any  choice  of 
what  it  should  be  composed.  It  is  the  most  under^bred 
swine  I  ever  saw,  but  I  did  not  know  it  was  so  ravenous.  I 
wish  you  may  get  paid  any  how." — Mr.  Cole,  however, 
after  all  this  epistolary  scurrility,  acknowledges  that  he 
was  ^^  honourably  paid"  at  the  rate  of  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  each  head,  and  one,  on  which,  he  and  Walpole 
set  anuncommon  value,  and  demanded  back,  was  accord- 
ingly returned. 

Mr.  Cole's  MS  Collections  had  two  principal  objects, 
fir^t,  the  coAipilation  of  a  work  in  imitation  of  Anthony 
Wood's  Athenap,  containing  the  lives  of  the  Cambridge 
scholars ;  and  secondly,  a  county  history  of  Cambridge ; 
and  be  appears  to  have  done  something  to  each  as  early  as 
}742.  1'hey  now  amount  to  an  hundred  volumes,  suiall 
/olio,  into  which  he  appears  to  have  transcribed  souie  do- 
cument or  other  almost  every  day  of  his  life,  with  very 
^ittle  intermissjon.  He  began  with  fifteen  of  these  volumes, 
while  at  college,  which  he  used  to  keep  in  a  lock-up  c^se^ 
in  the  university  library,  until  he  had  examined  every  book 
in  that  collection  from  which  be  could  derive  any  informal 
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tibn '.suitable  to  his  purpose,  and  transcribed  many  MS 
4tsts,  records,  &c.  I'be  grand  interval  from  this  labour 
was  from  1752  to  1767,  while  he  resided  at  Bletchley ; 
but  even  there,  from  bis  own  cc^leetion  of  books,  and  such 
as  he  could  borrow,  he  went  on  with  his  undertaking,  and 
during  frequent  journies,  /  was  adding  to  his  topographical 
drawings  and  descriptions.  He  had  some  turn  tor  drawing, 
as  his  works  ei^ry  where  demonstrate,  just  enough  to  give 
an  accurate,  but  coarse  outline.  But  it  was  at  Cambridge 
and  Milton  where  his  biographical  researches  were  pursued 
with  most  effect,  and  where  he  carefully  registered  every 
anecdote  be  could  pick  up  in  conversation ;  and,  in  charac- 
terising his  contemporaries,  may  literally  be  said  to  have 
spared  neither  friend  nor  foe.  '  He  continued  to  fill  his 
volumes  in  this  way,  almost  to  the  end  of  his  life,  the  last 
letter  he  transcribed  being  dated  Nov.  25,  1782;  Besides 
his  tx>pography  and  biography,  he  has  transcribed  the  whole 
of  his  literary  correspondence./  Aqtong  bis  correspondents, 
Horace  Walpole  must  be  distinguished  as  Apparently  en^ 
joying  his  utmost  confidence;  but  their  letters  add  very 
little  to  the  character  of  either,  as  men  of  sincerity  or  can- 
doijr.  Both  were  capable  of  writing  polite,  and  even  flat* 
tering  letters  to  gentlemen,  whom  in  their  mutual  corre> 
spondence,  perhaps  by  the  same  post,  they  treated  with 
the  utmost  contempt  and  derision. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  Mr.  Cole's  MSS.  his  attachment 
to  the  Roman  catholic  religion  is  clearly  to  be  deduced, 
and  is  often  almost  avowed.  He  never  can  conceal  his 
hatred  to  the  eminent  prelates  and  martyrs  who  were  the 
promoters  of  the  Reformation.  In  this  respect  at  least  he 
resembled  Anthony  Wood,  whose  friend J  had  some  difH> 
culty  in  proving  that  he  died  in  communion  with  the  church 
of  England,  and  Cole  yet  more  closely  resembled  him  in  his 
hatred  of  the  puritans  and  dissenters.  When  in  1767  an 
order  was  issued  from  thebishops  for  a  return  of  all  papists  or 
-reputed  papists  in  their  dioceses.  Cole  laments  that  in  some 
places  Tumewere  returned,  and  in  ptber  places  y«x^,  and 
assignsas. a  reason  for  this  regret,  that ^^  their  principles 
^re  much  more  conducive  to  a  peaceful  and  quiet  subordi^ 
nation  in  government,  and  they  might  be  a  proper  b^ance, 
in  time  of  need,  not  only  to  the  tottering .  state  of  Chris* 
tianityih  geHer^l,  but  tojthis  church  of  England  in  parti- 
cular, peirAr^r/. against  by  every  fanatic  sect,  whose  good 
allies  tbe  infidels  are  well  known  to  be ;  but  hardly  safe 
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horn  its  own  lokewann  members ;  aod  whose  safety  depends, 
solely  OB  a  political  balance/'  The  ^*  lukewarm  members,''' 
ne  elsewhere  characterises  as  latitudinarians,  includidg 
Clarke,  Hoadly,  and  their  successors^  who  held  prefer*- 
0ient8  in  a  church  whose  doctrines  they  opposed. 

As  late  as  1778  we  find  Mr.  Cole  perplexed  as  to  the 
disposal  of  his  manuscripts ;  to  give  them  to  one  coUegie 
which  he  mentions^  would^  he  says,  **  be  to  throw  them 
into  a  borse*pond/*  for  *^  in  that  college  they  are  so  con* 
eeited  gf  their  Greek  and  Latin,  that  with  them  all  other 
studies  are  mere  barbarism.'*     He  once  thought  of  Eton 
college;  but,  the  MSS.  relating  principally. to  Cambridge 
unirersity  and  county,  he  inclin^  to  deposit  them  in  one 
of  the  libraries  there ;  not  in  the  public  library,  because 
too  public,  but  in  Emanuel,  with  the  then  master  of  which^ 
Dr.  Farmer,  he  was  very  intimate.     Dr.  Farmer,  howerer^ 
liappening  to  suggest  that  he  might  find  a  better  place  for 
them,  Mr.  Cole,  who  was  become  peevish,  and  wanted  to 
be  courted,  thought  proper  to  consider  this  ^  coohiess  and 
indifference''  as  a  refusal.     In  this  dilemma  he  at  length 
resolved  to  bequeath  them  to  the  British  Museum,  with 
this  condition,  that  they  should  pot  be  opened  for  twenty 
years  after  his  death. .  For  such  a  condition,  some  have 
assigned  as  a  reason  that  the  characters  of  many  living 
persons  being  drawn  in  them,  and  that  in  no  very  favour* 
able  colours,  it  might  be  his  wish  to  spare  their  delicacy ; 
but,  perhaps  with  equal  reason,  it  has  been  objected  that 
such  persons  would  thereby  be  deprived  of  all  opportunity 
of  refuting  his  assertions,  or  defending  themselves*     UpoA 
a  careful  inspection,  however,  of  the  whole  of  these  vo« 
lumes,  we  are  not  of  opinion  that  the  quantum  of  injury 
'  inflicted  is  very  great,  most  of  Cole's  unfavourable  s^nec* 
dotes  being  of  that  gossiping  kind,  on  which  a  judicious 
biographer  will  not  rely,  unless  corroborated  by  other  aur 
thority.     knowing  that  he  wore  his  pen  at  his  ear,  there 
.were  probably  many  who  amused  themselves  with  his  pre?- 
|udices.     His  collections  however,  upon  the  whole,   are 
truly  valuable ;  and  bis  biographical  references,  in  partir 
eular,  while  they  display  extensive  reading  and  industry, 
cannot  fail  to  assist  the  future  labours  of  writers  interested 
in  the  history  of  the  Cambridge  scholars.^ 

COLE  (WiLLiJiM),  an  English  botanist,  was  the  son  of 
•  clergyman,    and  bom  at  Adderbury,   in  Oxfordshire^ 

1  Gathered  from  his  MSS.  passiBu-^See  also  Nichoii's  Bowyer»  and  I)*Ivae^i*t 
Calamities  of  Authors. 
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4bout  1626.  Afti^r  he  Imd  beeii'well-imtructed  in  grmi- 
tiilir-^leatrDiQg  and  the  d^iisiGs,  he  was  entered  in  1642  o{ 
Meiton«*coUege,  in  Oxf6rd.  In  1650  he  took  a'  degree  in 
arts ;  after  whieh  he  left  the  univcfrsity,  and  retired  fo 
]^atn<e3%  near  London ;  where  he  lived  several  years,  and 
became  the  most  fetnous  simpler  or  botaniist  of  bis  time* 
In  1656  he  jpubhshed  <<  The  art  of  simpling,  or  an  intro- 
d*action  to  the  knowledge  of  gatberitig  plants,  wfaerain  ^be 
definitions,  divisions,  places,  deseiiptions,  and  the  lihe, 
are  compendiously  discoursed  of ;"  with  which  was  algo 
printed  ^^  Perspiciiltim  micrbcosfn^togicam,  or,  a  prospec- 
tive for  the  discovery  of  the  lei&ser  world,  wherein  man  as  a 
compendiuni.  &c."  And  in  1657 -he  poUklied^A^dafa 
in  Eden,  or  Nature's  paradise  :  wherein  is  cotrtaiiii^  >the 
history  of  plants,  herbs, -'flowers,  with  th^r  several  origitial 
names."  Upon  the restotiatton  of  Charles* IL  in  1660,  (he 
Was  made  secretary  to  Duppa,  bishop  of  Winbhester,  in 
¥rhose  service  he  di^d in  1662.* 

COLES  (ELtsHA),  author  of  a  Dictionary  oncein-tnuoh 
reputdtion,  was  bom  in  Northamptonshire  abCMit  1640. 
towards  the  end  of  165€,  he  was  entered- of  Magdalen-* 
college,  in  Oxford,  biit  Ibft  it  without  taking  a  degree; 
and  retiring  to  London,  taught  Latin  there  to  youths,  add 
English  to' foreigners,  abo^t  1663,  with  good  success  in 
Riissel^street,  tiear  Covent-garden,  and  at  lengtji  became 
one  of  the  ushers  in  merchant^taylors'  school.  But  being 
there  guilty  of  sohie  offence,  he  was  forced  to  withdrafw 
into  Ir6iiEind,'4^m  Mrhence  he  never  returned.  He  wais^ 
says  Wdod,  a  curious  and  Critical  person  in  the  English 
and  Latiti  tongues,  did  much  good  in  his  profession,  and 
wrote  several  useful  and  n^cessarv  books  for  the  instruct 
tiOn  of-'  beginners.  The  titles  of  them  are  as  follows :  1. 
"  The  Complete  English  Schoolmaster :  or,  the  most  na- 
tural iind  easy  method  of  spelling  and  reading  English,  ac* 
cording  to  the  pt*esent  proper  pronunciacton  of  the  language- 
in  Oxford  aOd  Lotidon,  &c."  Lottd.  1674,  8vo.  «.  "The 
newest,  plainest,  arid  lihortest  Short^liand  ;  containing, 
first,  a  brief  account  of  the  sbort*hand  already  ex« 
tant,  with  thdr  alphabets  '  and  f undamofHal  rules."^  Se^ 
condly,  a  plain  and  easy 'method  for  ^beginners,  less 
burdensome  to  the  memory  than  any  other.  Tiiirdly,  a 
x^ew  initention  for  contracthig^  words,  with  «pecial  rules  for 
contrapting  sentences^  and  other  ingeuious  fancies,  &c,*' 
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Lond.  1674|  aro. '  3.  <<  Noleosi  Vplens :  or,  ypa  hbafl 
make  Latio,  whether  you  will  or  (lo;  cpntainiDg  the  plainest 
directions  that  have  been  yet  gireo  upon  that  subject,*' 
Lond.  1G75,  8vo.  With  it  is  printed:  4.  <<  The  Youth's 
visible  Bible,  being  an  alphabetical  collection  (from  the 
whole  Bible)  of  such  general  heads  as  were  judged  most 
capable  of  Hieroglyphics ;  illustrated  with  twenty rfour 
copper*plates,  &c."  5.  '^  An  English  Dictionary^  Ex- 
plaining the  difficult  terms  that  are  used  in  divinity,  bus* 
bandry,  physic,  philosophy,  law,  navigation,  ntathematic^, 
and  other  arts  and  sciences,"  Lond.  1676,  8vo,  reprinted 
several  times  .since.  6.  ^'  A.  Piictionary,  English- Latin, 
•  and  Latin<>English ;  containing  all  things  necessary  for  the 
transacting  of  either  language  into  the  other,"  Lond.  1677, 
4to,  reprinted  several  times  in.Svo;  the  12th  edition  was 
in  1730.  7..^^  The  most  natural  and  easy  Method  of 
learning  Latin,  by  comparing  it  with  Englishs:  Togetbier 
with  the  Holy  History  of  Scripture^ War,  or  the  sacred  ^rt 
military,  &c.'*  Lond.  1677,  8vo.  8.  **  The  Harmony  of 
the  Four  Evangelists,  in  a  metrical  paraphrase  on  the  his-: 
tory  of  Qur  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,"  Lond.  1679, 
Svoy  reprinted  afterwards.  1>.  ^^  The  Young  Scljiolar's  best 
Companion  :  or  an  exact  guide  or  directory  for  children 
and  youth,  from  the  A  B  C,  to  the  Latin  Grammar,  com- 
prehending the  whole  body  of  the  English  learning,  &c.*' 
Lond.  12mo.  Cole's  Dictionary  contiaued  to  be  a  schoql- 
book  in  very  general  use,  for  some  time  after  the  publica- 
tion of  Ainsworth's  Thesaurus.  But  it  has  fallen .  almost 
into  total  neglect,  since  other  abridgments  of  Ains>vorth 
have  appeared,  by  Young,  Thomas,  and  other  persoqs. 
The  men,  however,  who  have  been  benefactors  t% the  cau^e 
:of  learning,  ought  to  be  remembered,  with  gratitude,  though 
their  writings  may  happen  to  be  superseded  by  more  .per- 
fect productions.  Jt  is  no  small  point  of  hoaour  to  be  the 
means  of  paving  the  way  for  superior  works./ 

,OOLG8  (Eusha)^  uncle  to  the  preceding,  was.  also,  a 
native  of  Northamptonshire,  but  became  a  trader  in  Lou- 
don, and  probably  an  un&ii9ces$ful  one,  as  during  the  tiine 
that  Oxford  was  in  posse$sio;i  of  the  parliamentary  forces, 
we  find  him  prompted  to  the  office  of  steward  to  Magdalen 
college,,  by  Dr.. Thomas  Qpodwin,.  the  fs^mous  independe.nt 
president  of  that  college*   On  the  restoration,  he  was  obliged 

*  Mb.  O^  Toi,'  II.— fiiof.  Brit. 
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to  quit  ibis  situation,  but  slcquired  the  preferable  appoint* 
tnent  of  clerk  to  the  East  India  company^  which  he  pro- 
bably held  to  bis  detith,  at  London,  in  October  1688, 
upwards  of  eighty  years  old.  He  is  known  to  this  day  by 
his  **  Practical  Discoctrse^  of  God^a  Sovereignty,"  London, 
1-673,  4to,  and  often  reprinted  iii  8vo.  The  object  of  it 
is  to  refute  the  Arminians  in  those  points  concerning  which 
tbey  differ  flWfet  from  the  Calvinists.  * 

COLET  (Dr.  John),,  a  learned  English  divine,  and  the 
founder  of  St.  PauFs  school^  was  born  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Antholin,  London,  in  1466,  and  was  the  eldest  son  of  sir 
Henry  Colet,  kfit;.  twice  lord-siayor,  who  had  besides  him 
twenty-one/ children.  In  1483  he  was  sent  to  Magdalen 
college  in  Oxford,*  where  he  spent  seven  years  in  the  study 
of  logic  and  philosophy,  and  t6ok  the  degrees  in  artis.  He 
was  perfectly  acquainted  with  Cicero^s  w6rks,  and  no 
stranger  to  Plato  and  Plotinus,  whom  be  read  togedter, 
that  they  might  illustrate  each  other.  He  could,  however^ 
read '  them  -  only  in  the  Latin  translations ;  for  neither  at 
school  nor  university  had  he  any  opportunity  of  learning 
the  Greek,  that  language  being  then  thought  unnecessary, 
and  even  discouraged.  Hence  the  proverb,  **  Cave  k  Grae- 
cis,  ne  fias  hsereticus,'*  thatis^  **^Bewar6  of  Greek,  lest 
you  become  an  heretic  ;"  and  it  is  well  known j  that  when 
Linacer,  Grocyn,  and  others,  afterwards  professed  to  teach 
it  at  Oxford,  they  were  opposed  by  a  set  of  men  who 
called  themselves  Trojans.  Colet,  however,  was  well  skilled 
in  mathematics ;  and  having  thus  laid  a  good  fonndation  of 
learning  at  home,  he  travelled  abroad  for  farther  improve- 
ment; first  to  France,  and  then  to  Italy;  and  seems  to 
have  continued  iti  those  two  countries  from  1493  to  1497. 
But  before  his  departure,  and  indeed  when  he  was  of  but 
two  years  standing  in  the  university,  he  was  instituted  to 
the  rectory  of  Deningtqn  in  Suffolk,  to  which  he  was  pre- 
sTented  by  a  relation  of  his  mother,  and  which  he  held  to 
the  day  of  hife  death.  This  practice  of  taking  livings,  while 
thus  under  age,  generally  prevailed  in  the  church  of  Rome ; 
and  Colet^  being  then  an  acolythe,  which  is  one  of  their 
seven  orders,  was  qualified  for  it.  .  He  was  also  presented 
by  his  own  father,  Sept.  30,  1485,  to  the  rectory  of  Thyt^ 
ning  in  Huntingdonshire,  but  he  resigned  it  about  the  lat- 
ter end  of  1493,  probably  before  he  set  out  on  his  travels. 

*  Ath.  Ox.  vol.  II. 
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Beifig  Avrivdd  at  Paris,  he  soon  became  acqiiaioted  with 
tbe  loarped  there,  with  the  celebcat^d  Bu^^sus  in  parti- 
cnlar;  and  was  afterwards  iiittrpdiiced  to  Enuuiius.     In 
/Italy  'he  qootracted  a. friendship  with  several  eaojoent  .per- 
.aons,  especially  with  his  awn  countrymen,  Grocyn,  Lin^« 
cer,  Lillyt  and  Latimer ;  who  were  learning  the  Qnfik 
HKiQgue,  then  hut  little  known  in  England,  ynder  tboife 
great  masters  Demetrius,  ..Angelus  Poli^ianus,  .Herpiolaifs 
3arbarus,  apfd  Pomponius  Sabinus.    .He  took  .this  qppor^ 
tuqity  of  improviqg  hims^f  in  this  Jaiiguage ;  and  having 
devoted  himself  to  .divinity,  be  read,  while  {abroad,  tbe 
best  of  the  antient  fathers,  .particularly  Origin,  Cyprif^i,. 
'Ambrose,  and'Jkrome,  but, 'it  is  said,  very  much  luid^r- 
valued  St«  Augustine.    He  looked^oraetimes  9\po  into  Sqo* 
Ins  and  Aquinas,  studied  ^be  civil  and  canon  .law,  ma^e 
•himself  .acquainted  wi|h  tbe  history  and  constitution  fi{ 
ehvrchand  s^te  ;  and  with,  a  view  toregnemept,  not  ve^y 
common  ^t  that  time,  did  ootneglect  to  ^ead  such  English 
poets,  and  Qther  authors  oftbe'belles  lettres,  as.were  then 
ellant.     Duri^.  his -absence  from  England  he  was  made  .a 
prebendary  of  York,  and  ustalled  by  proxy  upon  Marcli 
5,  1)494,  and 'wasralso m^deganon  of  St. Martin's  Le  Grand, 
London,  and  prebendary  •  of  Good  Easter,   in  tbe  same 
church.     Upon  his  return  in  1497  he  was  ordained  deacon 
in  Dec^nber,  and  priest  in  July  following.    .He  had,  in- 
deed,  before  he  entered  into  x)rd,ers,   great  te(i)ptatio|Ds 
:  from  his  natural. disposition  to  lay  aside  sti^4y»  and  give 
:  himself  up  to  the  gaiety  of  tbe  court,  for  he  was  rather 
'luxuriously  inclined ;  but  he  curbed  his  .passions  by  great 
temperance  and  circumspection,  and  after  st^yiug  a  {e,w 
/months  with  his  father  and  mother  at  London^  retired  to 
*  Oxford. 

Here  he  read  public  lectures,  on  St.  Paul's  epistles,  ijrijLb- 

.  cut  stipend  or  reward ;  which,  being  a  new  thing,  drew  .a 

vast  crowd  of  bearers,  who  admired  him  greatly.     And  here 

he  strengthened  his  memorable  friendship  with  Erasmus, 

who  came  to  Oxford  in  1497,  which  remained  unshaken 

•fanld  inviolable  to  tbe  day  of  their  deaths.    He  con  tin  u^ 

:  ihese  lectures  three  years;  and  in  1501  ^^^as  admitted  j;o 

IMPOceed  in  divinity,  tor  to  the  reading.of  tbe  ./sentences. 

-In  1502  he  became  prebendary  of  Dumesford, ,  in  tbe 

jchurchof  Sarum,  and  in  Jan.  1504,  resigned  his  prebend 

of  Good  Easter.     In  the  same  year  he  commenced. D.  D. 

and  in  May  11505^  was  instituted  to  the  prebeod  of  Mora 
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m  St  Pau?S)  London.  The  same  year  and  month  be  was 
made  dean  of  that  church,  without  the  least  application  of 
his  Own ;  and  being  raised  to  this  high  station,  he  began 
to  reform  the  decayed  discipline  of  his  cathedral  He  in* 
troduced  a  new  practice  of  preaching  himself  upon  Sun* 
days  and  gpreat  festivals,  and  called  to  his  assistance  other 
learned  persons,  such  as  Grocyn,  and  Sowle,  whom  he 
appointed  to  read  divinity-lectures.  These  lectures  raised 
in  the  nation  a  spirit  of  inquiry  after  the  holy  scriptures, 
which  had  long  been  laid  aside  for  the  school  divinity;  and 
eventually  prepared  for  the  reformation,  which  soon  after 
ensued.  Colet  was  unquestionably  in  some  measure  in* 
strumental  towards  it,  though  he  did  not  live  to  see  it 
eflfected ;  for  he  expressed  a  great  contempt  of  religious 
houses,  exposed  the  abuses  that  prevailed  in  them,  and 
set  forth  the  danger  of*  imposing  celibacy  on  the  clergy. 
This  way  of  thinking,  together  with  his  free  and  public 
manner  of  communicating  his  thoughts,  which  were  thea 
looked  upon  as  impious  and  heretical,  made  him  obnoxious 
to  the  clergy,  and  exposed  him  to  persecution  from  the 
bishop  of  London,  Dr.  Fitzjames ;  who,  being  a  rigid  bigot, 
could  not  bear  to  have  the  corruptions  in  his  church  spoken 
against,  and  therefore  accused  him  to  archbishop  Warham 
as  a  dangerous  man,  preferring  at  the  same  time  some  ar- 
ticles against  him.  But  Warham,  well  knowing  the  worth 
and  integrity  of  Colet,  dismissed  him,  without  giving  him 
the  trouble  of  putting  in  any  formal  answer.  The  bishop, 
howeyer,  not  satfefied  with  that  fruitless  attempt,  endea* 
voured  afterwards  to  stir  up  the  king  and  the  court  against 
him ;  nay,  we  are  told  in  bishop  Latimer^s  sermons,  that 
be  was  not  only  in  trouble,  but  would  have  been  burnt,  if 
God  had  not  turned  the  king's  heart  to  the  contrary. 

These  troubles  and  persecutions  made  him  weary  of  the 
world,  so  that  he  began  to  think  of  disposing  of  his  effects, 
and  of  retiring.  Having  therefore  a  very  plentiful  estate 
without  any  near  relations  (for,  numerous  as  his  brethrea 
were,  he  had  outlived  them  all),  he  resoj^ved,  in  the  midst 
of  life  and  health,  to  consecrate  the  whole  property  of  it 
to  some  standing  and  perpetual  benefoction.  And  this  he 
performed  by  founding  St.  Paul's  school,  in  London,  of 
which  he  appointed  William  Lilly  first  master  in  1512.  He 
ordained,  that  there  should  be  in  this  school  an  high  master, 
a  surmaster,  and  a  chaplain,  who  should  teach  gratis  1 53 
children,  divided  into  eight  classes  i  and  he  endowed  it 
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with  lands  and  houses^  amounting  then  t6  122/.  4^.  7|e/« 
per  annum,  of  which  endowment  he  made  the  company  of 
mercers  trustees.  To  further  his  scheme  of  rethring,  he 
built  a  convenient  and  handsome  house  near  Richmond  pa- 
lace in  Surrey,  in  which  he  intended  to  reside,  but  having 
been  seized  by  the  sweating  sickness  twice,  and  relapsing 
into  it  a  third  time,  a  consumption  ensued,  which  proved 
fatal  September  16,  1519^  in  his  fifty- third  year.  He  wad 
buried  in  St.  PauPs  choir,  with  an  humble  monument  pre- 
pared for  him  several  years  before,  and  only  inscribed  with 
his  bare  name.  Afterwards  a  nobler  was  erected  to  his 
honour  by  the  company  of  mercers,  which  was  destroyed 
with  the  cathedral  in  1666;  but  the  representation  of  it 
is  preserved  in  sir  William  Dugdale's  **  History  of  St; 
Paul'sr  V'  ^^^  in  Knight's  life  of  the  dean.  On  the  two 
.sides  of  the  bust  was  this  inscription :  '^  John  Colet,  doctor 
of  divinity,  dean  of  Paulas,  and  the  only  founder  of  PauPs- 
school,  departed  this  life,  anno  1519,  the  son  of  sir  Hen->> 
ry  Colet,  knt.  twise  mayor  of  the  cyty  of  London,  and 
free  of  the  company  and  mistery  of  mercers."  Lower, 
there  were  other  inscriptions  in  Latin.  About  1680,  when 
the  church  was  taking  down  in  order  to  be  rebuilt,  his 
leaden  coffin  was  found  inclosed  in  the  wall,  about  two  feet 
and  a  half  above  the  floor.  .  At  the  top  of  it  was  a  leadeil 
plate  fastened,  whereon  was  engraved  the  dean's  name, 
kis. dignity,  his  benefactions,  &c.  Besides  his  dignities 
and  preferments  already  mentioned,  he  was  rector  of  the 
fraternity  or  gild  of  Jesus  in  St.  PauPs  church,  for  which 
he  procured  new  statutes ;  and  was  chaplain  and  preacher 
in  ordinary  to  Henry  VIII ;  and,  if  Erasmus  is'  not  mis- 
taken, one  of  the  privy-council. 

Of  his  writings,  those  which  be  published  hilnself,  or 
which  have  been  published  since  hi$  death,  are  as  follow : 
1.  ^^  Oratio  habita  a  doctore  Johanne  Colet.  decano  sanciti 
Pauli,  ad  clerum  in  convocatione,  anno  1511.**  This  be- 
ing hardly  to  be  met  with,  except  in  the  Bodleian  library 
at  Oxford,  among  archbishop  Laud's  MSS.  was  reprinted 
by  Knight  in  his  appendix  to  the  life  of  Colet;  where  also 
is  reprinted  an  old  English  translation  of  it,  supposed  to 
have  been  done  by  the  author  himself.  2.  ^^Kudimedta 
gxammatices  ^  Joanne  Cdleto,  decano  ecclesiae  sancti  Pauli 

*  The  skeleton  part  of  Uiis  fine  old     the  care  of  Mr.  Gould,  the  deputy  tor- 
monument  was  discovered  in  17S2  to     Tey or  and  principal  ver|;er« 
h%  still  exiiting,  and  was  placed  undw 
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Londin.  in  usum  scholse  ab  ipso  institutse  :*'  commonly 
called  "  Paul's  Accidence,  1539/*  8vo,  3.  «  The  con- 
struction of  the  eight  parts  of  speech,  entitled  Absolutissi- 
mus  de  octo  orationis  partium  constructione  libellusf^ 
which,  with  some  alterations,  and  great  additions,  makes 
op  the  syntax  in  Lilly's  grammar,  Antwerp,  1530,  8 vo.  4. 
**  Daily  Devotions  :  or,  the  Christian's  morning  and  even- 
ing sacrifice.^'  This  is  said  not  to  be  all  of  his  composition. 
5.  «  Monition  to  a  godly  Life,"  1534,  1563,  &c.  6.  "  Epis- 
tolse  ad  Erasmom."  Many  of  them  are  printed  among 
Erasmus's  epistles,  and  some  at  the  end  of  Knight's  Life  of 
Colet.  There  are  still  remaining  in  MS.  others  of  his 
pieces,  enumerated  in  the  account  of  his  Life  by  Knight; 
It  is  probable  that  he  had  no  intention  of  publishing  any 
thing  himself;  for  he  had  an  inaccuracy  and  incorrectness 
in  bis  way  of  writing^  which  was  likely  to  expose  him  to 
the  censures  of  critics ;  and  besides,  was  no  perfect  master 
of  the  Greek  tongue,  without  which  he  thought  a  man  was 
nothing.  The  pieces  above  mentioned  were  found  after  his 
death  in  a  very  obscure  corner  of  his  study,  as  if  he  had 
designed  they  should  lie  buried  in  oblivion ;  and  were  writ- 
ten in  such  a  manner  as  if  intended  to  be  understood  by 
nobody  but  himself.  With  regard  to  sermons,  he  wrote 
but  few  ;  for  he  generally  preachecl  without  notes. 

The  descriptions  which  are  given  of  his  person  and  cha- 
racter are  much  to  his  advantage.  He  was  a  tall,  comely, 
graceful,  well-bred  man  ;  and  of  uncommon  learning  and 
piety.  In  his  writings  his  style  was  plain  and,  unaffected  ; 
and  for  rhetoric  he  had  rather  a  contempt,  than  a  want  of 
it.  He  could  not  bear  that  the  standard  of  good  writing 
should  be  taken  from  the  exsict  rules  of  grammar ;  which, 
he  often  said,  was  apt  to  obstruct  a  purity  of  language, 
not  to  be  obtained  but  by  reading  the  best  authors,  llbis 
contempt  of  grammar,  though  making  him  sometimes  in- 
accurate, and,  as  we  have  observed,  laying  him  open  to 
the  critics,  did  not  hinder  him  from  attaining  a  very  mas- 
terly style ;  so  that  his  preaching,-  though  popular,  and 
adapted  to  mean  capacities,  was  agreeable  to  men  of  wit 
and  learning,  and  in  particular  was  much  admired  by  sir 
Thomas  More.  With  regard  to  some  of  his  notions,  he 
^was ,  an  eminent  forerunner  of  the  reformation ;  and  he 
and  Erasmus  jointly  promoted  it,  not  only  by  pulling  down 
those  strong  holds  of  ignorance  and  corruption,  the  scho- 
lastic divinity,  and  entirely  routing  both  the  Scotists  and 

D  2 


36  C  O  L  E  T. 

Thomists,  who  had  divided  the  Christian  world  between 
them,  but  also  by  discovering  the  shameful  abuses  of  mo- 
nasteries, and  the  folly  and  danger  of  imposing  celibacy 
upon  the  clergy;  to  which  places  be  gave  little  or  nothing 
while  he  lived,  and  left  nothing  when  he  died.  Colet 
thought  immorality  in  a  priest  more  excusable  than  pride 
and  avarice  ;  and  was  with  no  sort  of  men  more  angry  than 
with  those  bishops  who,  instead  of  shepherds,  acted  the 
part  of  wolves,  and  who,  under  the  pretence  of  devotions^ 
ceremonies,  benedictions,  and  indulgences,  recommended 
themselves  to  the  veneration  of  the  people,  while  in  their 
hearts  they  were  slaves  to  filthy  lucre.  He  condemned 
auricular  confession ;  and  was  content  to  say  mass  only 
upon  Sundays  and  great  festivals,  or  at  least  upon  very 
few  days  besides.  He  had  gathered  up  several  authorities 
from  the  ancient  fathers  against  the  current  tenets  and 
customs  of  the  church ;  and  though  he  did  not  openly  op*- 
pose  the  established  religion,  yet  he  shewed  a  particular 
kindness  and  favour  to  those  who  disliked  the  worshiping 
of  images.  As  to  his  moral  qualities,  he  was  a  man  of 
exemplary  temperance,  and  all  other  virtues  :  and  is  so  re- 
presented by  his  intimate  friend  Erasmus,  in  an  epistle  to 
Jodocus  Jonas,  where  the  life,  manners,  and  qualifica- 
tions of  Colet  are  profei^sedly  described.  ^ 

COLIGNI  (Gaspard  de),  the  second  of  the  name,  of  an 
ancient  family,  admiral  of  Fmuce,  was  born  the  16th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1516,  at  Chatillon-sur-Loing.  He  bore  arms  from 
his  very  infancy.  He  signalized  himself  under  Francis  I.  at 
the  battle  of  Cerisoles,  and  under  Henry  IT.  who  made  him 
colonel-general  of  the  French  infantry,  and  afterwards  ad- 
miral of  France,  in  1552^  favours  which  he  obtained  by 
the  brilliant  actions  he  performed  at  the  battle  of  Renti,  by 
his  zeal  for  military  discipline,  by  his  victories  over  the 
Spaniards,  and  especially  by  the  defence  of  St.  Quintin* 
The  admiral  threw  himself  into  that  place,  and  exhibited 
prodigies  of  valour ;  but  the  town  being  forced^,  he  was 
made  prisoner  of  war.  After  the  death  of  Henry  H.  he ' 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  protestants  against  the 
Guises,  and  formed  so  powerful  a  party  as  to  threaten  ruin 
to  the  Romish  religion  in  France.     We  are  told  by  a  cou- 

1  Life  by  Knight — Erasmus's  Life  of,  in  Phenix,  vol.  IL — Jortin's  Life  of 
Erasmus.-— Biog.  Brit. — Birch's  TillotsoD,  p.  19. — ^Strype's  Life  of  Parker,  p.  64. 
— -Warton's  Hist,  of  Poetry.^Ath.  Ox.  vol.  L<-*More's  Life  of  sir  T.  More,  p. 

19,  20. 
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temporary  historian,  that  the  court  had  not  a  more  formida- 
ble enemy,  next  to  Cond6,  who  had  joined  with  him.    The 
latter  was  more  ambitious,  more  enterprising,  more  active. 
Coiigni  was  of  a  sedater  temper,  more  cautious,  and  fitter  to 
be  the  leader  of  a  party ;  as  unfortunate,  indeed,  in  war  as 
Cond^,  but  often  repairing  by  his  ability  what  had  seemed 
irreparable ;  more  dangerous  after  a  defeat,  than  his  enemies 
after  a  victory ;  and  moreover  adorned  with  as  many  virtues 
as  such  tempestuous  times  and  the  spirit^  of  party  would 
allow.     He  seemed  to  set  no  value   on  bis  life.     Being 
wounded,  and  his  friends^  lamenting  around  him,  he  said 
to  them  with  incredible  constancy,  *^  The  business  we  fol- 
low should  make  us  as  familiar  with  death  as  with  life.'* 
The  first  pitcht  battle  that  happened  between  theprotestants 
and  the  catholics,  was  that  of  Dreux,  in  1562.     The  ad- 
miral fought  bravely,  lost  it,'  but  saved  the  army.     The 
duke  of  Guise  having  been  murdered  by  treachery,  a  short 
time  afterwards,  at  the  siege  of  Orleans,  he  was  accused 
of  having  connived  at  this  base  assassination  ;  but  he  cleared 
himself  of  the  charge  by  oath.     The  civil  wars  ceased  for 
some  time,  but  only  to  recommence  with  greater  fury  in 
1567.     Coiigni  and  Cond6  fought  the  battle  of  St.  Denys 
against  the  constable  of  Montmorenci.    This   indecisive 
day  was  followed  by  that  of  Jarnac,  in  1569,  fatal  to  the 
protestants.     Cond6  having  been  killed  in  a  shocking  man- 
ner, Coiigni  had  to  sustain  the  whole  weight  of  the  party, 
and  alone  supported  that  unhappy  cause,  and  was  again 
defeated  at  the  affair  of  Montcontour,  in  Poitou,  without 
suffering  bis  courage  to  be  shaken  for  a  moment.     An  ad- 
vantageous peace  seemed  shortly  after  to  terminate  these 
bloody  conflicts,  in   1571.      Coiigni   appeared  at  court, 
where  he  was  loaded  with  caresses,  in  conunon  with  all  the 
rest  of  his  party.     Char'les  IX.  ordered  him  to  bie  paid  a 
hundred  thousand  francs  as  a  reparation  of  the  losses  he 
had  sustained,  and  restored  to  him  his  place  in  the  council. 
On  all  hands,  however,  he  was  Exhorted  to  distrust  these 
perfidious  caresses.     A  captain  of  the  protestants,  who  was 
retiring  into  the  country,  came  to  take  leave  of  him  :  <Do- 
ligni  asked  him  the  reason  of  so  sudden  a  retreat :  ^^  It  is,** 
said  the  soldier,  **  because  they  shew  us  too  many,  kind- 
nesses here  :  I  had  rather  escape  with  the  fools,  than  perish 
with  such  as  are  over-wise.*'     A  horrid  conspiracy  soon 
broke  out.     One  Friday  the  admiral  coming  to  the  Louvre, 
was  fired  at  by  a  musquet  fron^i  a  window,  and  dangerously 
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woanded  in  the  right  band  and  in  the  left  arm,  by  Maure* 
yert,  who  bad  been  employed  by  the  duke  de  Guise,  who 
had  proposed  the  scheme  to  Charles  IX.    The  king  of  Na- 
varre and  the  prince  of  Cond6  complained  of  this  villainous 
act.     Charles  IX.  trained  to  the  arts  of  dissimulation  by  his 
mother,  pretended  to  be  extremely  afflicted  at  the  event, 
ordered  strict  inquiry  to  be  made  after  the  author  of  it,  and 
called  Coligni  by  the  tender  name  of  father.     This  was  at 
the  very  time  when  he  was  meditating  the  approaching 
massacre  of  the  protestants.    The  carnage  began,  as  is  well 
Known,  the  24th  of  August,  St.  Bartholomew's  day,  1572. 
The  duke  de  Guise,  under  a  strong  escort,  marched  to  the 
house  of  the  admiral.     A  crew  of  assassins,  beaded  by  one 
Besme,  a  domestic  of  the  house  of  Guise,  entered  sword 
in  hand,  and  found  him  sitting  in  an  elbow-chair.  **  Young 
man,''  said  he  to  their  leader  in  a  calm  and  tranquil  manner, 
^^  thou  shouldst  have  respected  my  gray  hairs  :  but,   do 
what  thou  wilt ;  thou  canst  only  shorten  my  life  by  a  few 
days."     This  miscreant,  after  having  stabbed  him  in  seve- 
ral places,  threw  him  out  at  the  window  into  the  court-yard 
of  the  house,  where  the  duke   of  Guise  stood  waiting. 
Coligni  fell  at  the  feet  of  his  base  and  implacable  enemy, 
and  said,  according  to  some  writers,  as  he  was  just  ex- 
piring :   "  If  at  least  I  had  died  by  the  hand  of  a  gentle- 
man, and    not   by  that   of  a  turnspit !"     Besme,   having 
trampled  on  the  corpse,  said  to  his  companions :  '^  A  good 
beginning  !  let  us  go  and  continue  our  work  !"    His  body 
was  exposed  for  three  days  to  the  fury  of  the  populace, 
and  then  hung  up  by  the  feet  on  the  gallows  of  Montfau- 
con.     Montmorenci,  his  cousin,  had  it  taken  down,  in  order 
to  bury  it  secretly  in  the  chapel  of  the  chateau  de  Chan- 
tilli.     An  Italian,  having  cut  off  the  head  of  the  admiral, 
carried  it  to   Catherine  de   Medicis  ;    and  this  princess 
caused  it  to  be  embalmed,  and  sent  it  to  Rome.     Coligni 
was  in  the  habit  of  keeping  a  journal,    which,   after  his 
death,  was  put,  into  the  hands  of  Charles  IX.     In  this  was 
remarked  a  piece  of  advice  which  he  gave  that  prince,  to 
take  care  of  what  he  did  in  assigning  the  appanage,  lest 
by  so  doing  he  left  them  too  great  an  authority.    Catherine 
caused  this  article  to  be  read  before  the  duke  of  Alengon, 
whom  she  knew  to  be^aflicted  at  the  death  of  the  admiral : 
*^ There  is  your  good  friend!"  said  she,  **  observe  the  ad- 
vice he  gives  the  king  !" — **  I  cannot  say,"  returned  the 
duke,  ^'  whether  be  was  very  fond  of  me  ;  but  I  know  that 
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such  advice  could  have  been  given  only  by  a  man  of  strict 
« fidelity  to  his  majesty,  and  zealous  for  the  good  of  his 
country/'  Charles  IX.  thought  this  journal  worth  being 
printed ;  hut  the  marshal  de  Retz  prevailed  on  him  to 
throw  it  into  the  fire.  We  shall  conclude  this  article  with 
the  parallel  drawn  by  the  abb^  de  Mably  of  the  admiral. de 
Coligni,  and  of  Fran9ois  de  Lorraine,  due  de  Guise.  *^  Co- 
ligni  was  the  greatest  general  of  his  time  ;  as  courageous 
as  the  duke  of  Guise,  but  less  impetuous,  because  he  had 
always  been  less  successful.  He  was  fitter  tor  forming 
grand  projects,  and  more  prudent  in  the  particulars  of  their 
execution.  Guise,  by  a  more  brilliant  courage,  which 
astonished  his  enemies,  reduced  conjunctutes  to  the  pro- 
vince of  his  genius,  and  thus  rendered  himself  in  some  sort 
master  of  them.  Coligni  obeyed  them,  but  like  a  com- 
mander superior  to  them.  In  the  same  circumstances  or- 
dinary men  would  have  observed  only  courage  in  the  con- 
.  duct  of  the  one,  and  only  prudence  in  that  of  the  other, 
though  both  of  them  had  these  two  qualities,  but  variously 
subordinated.  Guise,  more  successful,  had  fewer  oppor- 
tunities for  displaying  the  resources  of  his  genius  :  his  dex- 
terous ambition,  and,  like  that  of  Pompey,  apparently 
founded  on  the  very  interests  of  the  princes  it  was  endea- 
vouring to  ruin,  while  it  pretended  to  serve  them,  was 
supported  on  the  authority  of  his  name  till  it  had  acquired 
strength  enough  to  stand  by  itself.  Coligni,  less  criminal, 
though  he  appeared  to  be  more  so,  openly,  like  Caesar, 
declared  war  upon  his  prince  and  the  whole  kingdom  of 
France.  Guise  had  the  art  of  conquering,  and  of  profiting 
by  the  victory*  Cpligni  lost  four  battlies,  and  was  always 
the  terror  of  his  victors,  whom  he  seemed  to  have  van- 
quished. It  is  not  easy  to  say  what  the  former  would  haye 
been  in  the  disasters  that  befell  Coligni ;  but  we  may 
holdly  conjecture  that  the  latter  would  have  appeared  still 
greater,  if  fortune  had  favoured  him  as  much.  He  was 
seen  carried  in  a  litter,  and  we  may  add  in  the  very  jaws  of 
.death,  to  order  and  conduct  the  longest  and  most  difficult 
marches,  traversing  France  in  the  midst  of  his  enemies^ 
Tendering  by  his  counsels  the  youthful  courage  of  the 
prince  of  Navarre  more  formidable,  and  training  him  to 
xhose  great  qualities  which  were  to  make  him  a  good  king, 
generous,  popular,  ^i^d  capable  of  managing  the  affairs 
of  Europe,  after  having  made  him  a  hero,  sagacious, 
terrible,  and  clement  in  the  conduct  of  war.    The  good 
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understanding  be  kept  up  between  the  French  and  the 
Germans  of  his  army,  whom  the  interests  of  religion  alone 
were  ineffectual  to  unite ;  the  prudence  with  which  he  con- 
trived to  draw  succours  from  England,  where  all  was  not 
quiet;  his  art  in  giving  a  spur  to  the  tardiness  of  the 
princes  of  Germany,  who,  not  having  so  much  genius  as  - 
himself,  were,  more  apt  to  despair  of  saving  the  protes* 
tants  of  France,  and  deferred  to  send  auxiliaries,  who  were 
no  longer  hastened  in  their  march  by  the  expectation  of 
plunder  in  a  country  already  ravaged ;  are  roaster-pieces  of 
his  policy.  Coligni  was  an  honest  man.  Guise  wore  the 
mask  of  a  greater  number  of  virtues ;  but  all  were  infected 
by  his  ambition.  lAe  had  all  the  qualities  that  win  the 
heart  of  the  multitude.  Coligni,  more  collected  in  him- 
self, was  more  esteemed  by  his  enemies,  and  respected  by 
his  own  people.  He  was  a  lover  of  order  and  of  his  coun- 
try. Ambition  might  bear  him  up,  but  it  never  first  set 
him  in  motion.  Hearty  alike  in  the  cause  of  protestantism 
and  of  his  country,  he  was  never  able,  by  too  great  aus- 
terity, to  make  his  doctrine  tally  with  the  duties  of  a  sub- 
ject. With  the  qualities  of  a  hero,  he  was  endowed  with  a 
gentle  soul.  Had  he  been  less  of  the  great  man,  he  would 
'  have  been  a  fanatic ;  he  was  an  apostle  and  a  zealot.  His 
life  was  first  published  in  1575,  dvo,  and  translated  and 
published  in  English  in  1576,  by  Arthur  Golding.  Ther« 
is  also  a  life  by  Courtilz,  1686,  12mo,  and  one  in  the 
^  Hommes  Ulustres  dc  France."  * 

COLIGNI. (Henrietta),  countess  de  la  Suze,  a  French 
poetess,  whose  works  have  been  printed  with  those  of  Pel- 
lisoh  and  others  in  1695,  and  1725  in  2  volumes  12mo,  was 
the  daughter  of  Gaspariie  Coligni,  the  third  of  that  name^ 
uiarshal  of  France,  and  colonel-general  of  infantry.  She 
was  very  early  married,  in  1643,  when  she  could  not  be 
more  than  seventeen,  to  Thomas  Hamilton,  earl  of  Had- 
dington, according  to  Moreri,  but  we  find  no  mention  of 
this  in  the  Scotch  peerage.  After  his  death  she  espoused 
the  count  de  la  Suze,  of  an  illustrious  house  in  Champaigne. 
But  this  second  match  proved  unfortunate,  owing  to  the 
furious  jealousy  of  the  count  her  husband,  whose  severities 
towards  her  made  her  abjure  protestantism,  and  profess  the 
catholic  faith,  which  occasioned  queen  Christina  of  Sweden 
to  say,  '^that  she  bad  changed  her  religion,  that  she  might  nat 
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see  ber  husband,  neither  in  this  world  nor  the  next.**  Their 
antipathy  became  so  great  that  the  countess  at  last  dis-^ ' 
annulled  the  marriage ;  and  to  induce  the  count  to  accede 
to  it,  she  offered  25,000  erowns,  which  he  accepted.  She 
then  gave  herself  up  to  the  study  of  poetry,  and  became 
much  admired  by  the  geniuses  of  her  time,  who  made  her 
the  subject  of  their  eulogiums.  Her  fort  lay  in  the  ele- 
giac strain,  and  those  works  of  hers  which  have  come  down 
to  us  have  at  least  a  delicate  turn  of  sentiment.  Her  other 
poems  are  songs,  madrigals,  and  odes.  The  wits  of  her 
time  gave  her  the  majesty  of  Juno  with  Minerva's  wit  and 
Venus's  beauty  in  some  verses,  attributed  to  Bouhours : 
but  her  character  in  olher  respects  appears  not  to  have 
been  of  the  most  correct  kind.  She  died  at  Paris,  March 
10,   1673.* 

COLLADO  (Diego),  a  Spanish  Dominican  of  the  six- 
teenth century,  went  as  a  missionary  to  Japan  in  1621,  but 
his  endeavours  being  obstructed,  he  made  a  second  at- 
tempt in  1635,  which  was  also  unsuccessful,  and  he  was 
recalled  by  the  king  to  Spain :  in  his  voyage  home  he  was 
shipwrecked,  and  lost  his  life  at  Manilla  in  1638,  leaving 
behind  him  many  works ;  of  these  the  principal  are,  a 
'^  Japonese  Grammar  and  Dictionary  in  Latin  ;"  ^<  A  con- 
tinuation of  Hyacinth  Orfanels  Hist.  Ecclesiastica  Japon.  ;** 
'^  Dictionarium  Linguee  Sinensis,  cum  explicatione  Latina 
et  Hispanica,  cbaractere  Sinensi  et  Latino."  * 

COLLAERT  (Adrian),  an  engraver  and  print-seller  of 
Antwerp,  of  the  sixteenth  century,  is  said  to  have  received 
the  first  instructions  in  his  art,  in  the  place  of  his  nativity  i 
after  which  he  repaired  to  Italy  to  complete  his  studies* 
He  contributed  not  a  little,  by  his  assiduity,  .and  the  faci- 
lity of  his  graver,  to  the  numberless  sets  of  prjots  of  sacred 
stories,  huntings,  landscapes,  flowers,  fish,  &c,  with  which 
the  states  of  Germany  and  Flanders  were  at  that  time  inun- 
dated. Many  of  these  are  apparently  from  his  own  de- 
signs, and  others  from  Martin  de  Vos,  Theodore  Bernard, 
P.  Breughel,  John  Stradanus,  Hans  Bol,  and  other  masters. 
His  style  of  engraving  is  at  the  same  time  masterly  and 
neat,  and  his  knowledge  of  drawing  appears  to  have  been 
considerable ;  but  his  prints  partake  of  the  defects  of  his 
contemporaries,  his  masses  of  iight  and  shade  being  too 
much  scattered,  and  too  equally  powerful.   /The  following 
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are  amongst  his  numerous  performances.  Tb^  <^  Life  of 
Christ  in  36  small  prints."  "  The  twelve  months,  small 
circles  from  H.  BoV*  <^  The  women  of  Israel  chanting 
the  psalm  of  praise,  after  the  destruction  of  the  Egyptians 
in  the  Red  S^a."  This  artist  flourished  according  to  Strutt 
auid  Heinecken  about  1530 — 1550.  His  son,  Hans  or 
John,  was  an  excellent  draughtsman  and  engraver.  He 
i^tudied  some  tinie  in  Rome,  and  afterwards  settled  in  his 
native  place,  Antwerp,  where  be  assisted  his  father  in  most 
of  his  great  works ;  and  afterwards  published  a  prodigious 
number  of  prints  of  his  own,  nowise  inferior  to  those  of 
Adrian,  The  works  attributed  by  some  to  one  Herman 
Coblent,  are,  by  Heinecken,  supposed  to  be  by  this  master* 
His  prints,  according  to  Strutt,  are  dated  from  1555  to 
1622,  so  that  he  must  have  lived  to  a  great  age.  We  shall 
only  notice  the  following  amongst  his  numerous  perform- 
ances :  *^  The  Life  of  St.  Francis  in  1 6  prints  lengthways, 
surrounded  by  grotesque  borders.'*  "  Time  and  Truth,"  a 
small  upright  print  beautifully  engraved,  from  J.  Stradanus ; 
'^  The  Last  Judgment,'**  a  large  print,  encompassed  with 
small  stories  of  the  life  of  Christ.  M.  Heinecken  mentions 
a  print  by  an  artist,  who  signs  himself  William  CoUaert, 
and  supposes  him  the  son  of  John  CoUaert.^ 
•  COLLANGE  (Gabriel  de),  born  at  Tours  in  Auvergne, 
in  1524,  was  valet- de-chamb re  to  Charles  IX.  Though  a 
true  catholic,  he  was  taken  for  a  protestant,  and  assassi- 
nated as  such  in  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  in  1572. 
He  translated  and  augmented  the  polygraphy  and  the  ca« 
balistic  writing  of  Trithemius,  Paris,  1561,  in  4to,  which  a 
Prison,  named  Dominique  de  Hottinga,  published  under 
his  own  name,  without  making  any  mention  either  of  Tri- 
themius or  of  CoUange,  at  Embden,  1620,  4to.  Col* 
Jange  had  also  some  skill  in  the  mathematics  and  in  cosmo- 
graphy, and  left  a  great  many  learned  manuscripts  de- 
scribed in  our  authorities.* 

COLLE  (Charles),  secretary  and  reader  to  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  was  born  at  Paris  in  1 709,  and  died  in  the  same 
city  Nov.  2,  1783,  at  the  age  of  75.  In  his  character  were 
united  a  singular  disposition  to  gaiety,  and  an  uncommon 
4^gree  of  sensibility ;  the  death  of  a  beloved  wife  acce- 
lerated his  own.     Without  iafFecting  the  qualities  of  bene* 
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licence  and  humanity,  he  was  humane  and  beneficent 
Having  a  propensity  to  the  drama  from  ibis  infancy,  he 
cultivated  it  with  success.  His  ^  Partie~de-Chasse  de 
Henri  IV."  (from  which  our  **  Miller  of  Mansfield'*  is 
taken)  exhibits  a  very  faithful  picture  of  that  good  king. 
His  comedy  of  ^  Dapois  and  Desronais/*  in  the  manner  of 
Terence,  may  perhaps  be  destitute  of  the  vis  comica ;  but 
t^e  sentiments  are  just,  the  characters  well  supported,  and 
Uie  situations  pathetic.  Another  comedy,  entitled  '^  Truth 
in  wiue,  or  the  Disasters  of  Gallantry,'*  has  more  of  sa* 
tire  and  broad  humour.  There  are  several  more  pieces  of 
his,  in  which  he  paints,  with  no  less  liveliness  than  truth, 
the  manners  of  his  time;  but  his  pencil  is  frequently  as 
licentious  as  those  manners.  His  talent  at  song-writing 
procured  him  the  appellation  of  the  Anacreon  of  the  age, 
but  here  too  he  was  deficient  in  delicacy.  His  song  on 
the  capture  of  Portmahon  was  the  means  of  procuring  him 
a  pension  from  the  court  of  600  livres,  perhaps  the  first 
favour  of  the  kind  ever  bestowed.  He  was  one  of  the  last 
survivers  of  a  society  of  wits  who  met  under  the  name  of 
the  Caveau,  and  is  in  as  much  honourable  remembrance 
as  the  Kit-Kat  club  in  London.  This  assembly,  says  a  journal- 
ist, was  of  as  much  consequence  to  literature  as  an  aca- 
demy. .  C0II6  frequently  used  to  regret  those  good  old 
times,  when  this  constellation  of  wits  were  wont  to  meet 
together,  as  men  of  letters,  free  and  independent.  The 
works  of  this  writer  are  collected  in  3  volumes,  12mo, 
under  the  title  of  "  Theatre  de  Society."  C0II6  was  a 
cousin  of  the  poet  Regnard,  whom  he  likewise  resembled 
in  his  originality  of  genius.  ^ 

COLLET  (Peter),  a  voluminous  French  divuie,  was  a 
native  of  Ternay  in  Vendomois,  doctor  of  divinity,  and 
priest  of  the  mission  of  St  Lazare.  He  was  born  Sept.  6, 
1693,  and  died  at  Paris  Oct.  6,  1770,  at  the  seminary  des 
Bons  Enfans,  where  he  resided.  M.  Collet  published  "  A 
System  of  Moral  Theology,"  IS  tom.  which  make  17  vols. 
6vOj  in  Latin,  because  tom.  1,  and  tom.  13,  are  divided 
each  into  two,  1744  et  seqq.  An  abridgment  of  this  work, 
S  vols.  12mo ;  a  scholastic  work  in  2  vols. ;  "  Tr.  des  Dis- 
penses," 3  vols. ;  **Tr.  des  Saints  Mysteres,"  3  vols.;  "Tr. 
des  Indulgences,  et  du  Jubil6,"  2  vols.  12mo;  and  some 
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books  of  devotion,  which  are  very  superficial ;  '^  Sermons/* 
2  vols.  12010,  an  abridgment  of  Pontas,  2  vols.  4to,  &c. ' 

COLLET  (Philibert),  a  learned  advocate  of  parlia* 
ment  of  Dombes,  was  born  February  15, 1643,  at  Chatilon- 
les-Dombes,  where  he  died  March  31,  1718,  aged  seventy- 
six.  He  left  **  Trait6  des  Excommunications,"  1689, 
12mo;  "  Tr.  de  I'Usure,"  1690,  8vo;  Notes  on  the  cus- 
tom of  Bresse,  1698,  fol.  and  several  other  works  contain- 
ing  singular  sentiments,  more  free  than  his  church  per-^ 
mitted.* 

COLLETET  (Wiluam),  one  of  the  members  of  the 
French  academy,  was  born  at  Paris  in  1598,  and. died  in 
the  same  city  February  10,  1659,  aged  sixty-one,  leaving 
scarcely  enough  to  bury  him.     Cardinal  Richelieu  ap- 
pointed him  one  of  the  five  authors  whom  he  selected  to  . 
write  for  the  theatre.  Colletet  alone  composed  "  Cyminde," 
and  had  a  part  in  the  two  comedies,  the  ^^  Blindman  of 
Smyrna,**  and  the  "  Tuilleries."     Reading  the  monologue 
in  this  latter  piece  to  the  cardinal,  he  was  so  struck  with 
six  bad  lines  in  it,,  that  he  made  him  a  present  bf  600 
livres  ;  saying  at  the  same  time,  that  this  was  only  for  the 
six  verses,  which  he  found  so  beautiful,  that  the  king  was 
not  rich  enough  to  recompense  him  for  the  rest.     How- 
ever, to.  shew  his  right  as  a  patron,  and  at  the  same  time 
his  judgment  as  a  connoisseur,  he  insisted  on  the  altera- 
tion pf  one  word  for  another.     Colletet  refused  to  comply 
with  his  criticism ;    and,   not  content  with  defending  his 
verse  to  the  cardinal's  face,  on  returning  home  he  wrote  to 
him  on  the  subject     The  cardinal  had  just  read  his  letter, 
when  some  courtiers  came  to  compliment  him  on  the  suc- 
cess of  the  king's  arms,  adding,  that  nothing  could  with- 
stand his  eminence! — "  You  are  much  mistaken,'*  answered 
he  smiling ;  "  for  even  at  Paris  I  meet  with  persons  who 
withstand  me."     They  asked  who  these  insolent  persons 
could  be  ?  "  It  is  Colletet,"  replied  he  ;  "  for,  after  having 
contended  with  me  yesterday  about  a  word,  he  will  not 
yet  submit,  as  you  may  see  here  by  this  long  letter  he 
has   been    writing   to    me."      This   obstinacy,    however^ 
did  not  so  far  irritate  the  minister  as  to  deprive  the  poet 
of  his  patronage.     Colletet  had  also   other  benefactors. 
Harlay,  archbishop  of  Paris,  gave  him  a  handsome  reward 
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for  bis  hymn  on  the  immaculate  conception ;  by  sending 
him  an  Apollo  of  solid  silver. — CoUetet  took  for  bis  se- 
cond wife,  Claudine  his  maid  servant ;  and,  in  order  to 
justify  his  choice,  published  occasionally  pieces  of  poetry 
in  her  name ;  but,  this  little  artifice  being  presently  dis«- 
covered,  both  the  supposititious  Sappho,  and  the  inspirer 
of  her  lays,  became  the  objects  of  continual  satire.  This 
marriage,  in  addition  to  two  subsequent  ones,  to  the  losses 
he  suffered  in  the  civil  wars,  and  to  his  turn  for  dissipa- 
tion, reduced  him  to  the  extreme  of  poverty.  His  works 
appeared  in  1653,  in  12mo.  ^ 

COLLIER  (Jeremy)^  an  eminent  English  divine,  was 
born  at  Stow  Qui  in  Cambridgeshire,  Sept.  23,  1650.  His 
father  Jeremy  Collier  was  a  divine  and  a  considerable  lin* 
guist ;  and  some  time  master  of  the  free-school  at  Ipswich^ 
in  Suffolk.  He  was  educated  under  his  father  at  Ipswich, 
whence  he  was  sent  to  Cambridge,  and  admitted  a  poor 
scholar  of  Cains  college  under  the  tuition  of  John  EUys, 
in  April  1669.  He  took  the  degree  of  B.  A.  in  1673,  and 
that  of  M.  A.  in  1676 ;  being  ordained  deacon  the  same 
year  by  Gunning,  bishop  of  Ely,  and  priest  the  year  after 
by  Compton  bishop  of  London.  He  officiated  for  some 
time  at  the  countess  dowager  of  Dorset's  at  Knowle  in 
Kent,  whence  be  removed  to  a  small  rectory  at  Ampton 
near  St.  Edmund's  JBury  in  Suffolk,  to  which  he  was  pre- 
sented by  James  Calthorpe,  esq.  in  1679.  After  he  had 
held  this  benefice  six  years,  he  resigned  it,  came  to  Lon* 
don  in  1685,  and  was  some  little  time  after  made  lec-^ 
turer  of  Gray's  Inn.  But  the  revolution  coming  on,  the 
public  exercise  of  his  function  became  impracticable* 

Collier,  iiowever,  was  of  too  active  a  spirit  to  remain 
supine,  and  therefore  began  the  attack  upon  the  revolution : 
for  his  pamphlet  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  written  on 
that  side  the  question  after  the  prince  of  Orange's  arrival, 
with  a  piece  entitled  ^<  The  Desertion  discussed  in  a  letter 
to  a  country  gentleman,  1688,"  4to.  This  was  written  in 
answer  to  a  pamphlet  of  Dr.  Gilbert  Burnet,  afterwards 
bishop  of  Salisbury,  called  <<  Ah  Enquiry  into  the  present 
State  of  Affairs,  &c."  wherein  king  James  is  treated  a^  a 
deserter  from  his  crown ;  and  it  gave  such  offence,  that, 
after  the  government  was  settled,  Collier  was  sent  to  New* 
gate^  where  he  continued  a  close  prisoner  for  some  months, 
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but  was  at  length  discharged  without  being  brought  to  a 
trial.  He  afterwards  published  the  following  pieces:  1. 
A  translation  of  the  9tb,  lOth,  lltb,  and  12fth  books  of 
Sleidan's  Commentaries,  1689,  4to.  2.  ^^  Vindtciae  juris, 
regii,  or  remarks  upon  a  paper  entitled  An.  Enquiry  into 
fbe  measures  of  submission  to  the  Supreme  Authority/* 
1689,  4to.  The  author  of  this  inquiry  was  also  Dr.  Bur* 
net.  3.  **  Animadversions  upon  the  modern  explanation 
of  2  Hen.  VH.  chap.  i.  or  a  king  de  facto^^'  1689,  4to.  4. 
'^  A  Caution,  against  Inconsistency,  or  the  connection.  be« 
tween  praying  and  swearing,  in  relation  to  the  Civil  Pow- 
ers," 1690,  4 to.  This  discourae  is  a  dissuasive  from  join- 
>  ing  in  public 'assemblies.  5.  ^^  A  Dialogue  concerning  the 
Times,  between  Philobelgus  and  Semprohius,  1690,  4to  : 
to  the  right  honourable  the  lords,  and  to  the  gentlemen 
convened  at  Westminster,  Oct.  1690."  This  is  a  petition 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  birth  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  and 
printed  upon  a  half  sheet.  6.  ^^  Dr.  Sherlock's  Case  of 
Allegiance  considered,  with  some  remarks  upon  his  Vin« 
dication,"  1691,  4to.  7.  ^' A  brief  essay  concerning  the 
independency  of  Church  Power,"  1692,  4to.  The  design 
of  this  essay  is  to  prove  the  public  assemblies  guilty  of 
schism,  upon  account  of  their  being  held  under  such 
bishops  as  had  assumed,  or  owned  such  as  had  assumed, 
the  sees  of  those  who  were  deprived  for  not  taking  the 
oaths  of  the  new.  government. 

Thus  did  Collier,  by  such  ways  and  means  as  were  in 
bis  power,  continue  to  oppose  with  great  vigour  and  spirit 
the  revolution  and  all  its  abettbrs  :  and 'thus  he  became 
obnoxious  to  the  men  in  power,  who  only  waited  for  ac^ 
occasion  to  seize  him.  That  occasion  at  length  came ;  for 
information  being  given  to  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  then 
secretary  of  state,  that  Collier,  with  one  Newton,  another 
nonjuring  clergyman,  was  gone  to  Romney  marsh,  with  a 
view  of  sending  to,  or  receiving  intelligence  from  the  other 
side  of  the  water,  messengers  were  sent  to  apprehend 
them.  They  were  brought  to  London,  and,  after  a  short 
examination  by  the  earl,  committed  to  the  Gate-house. 
This  was  in  the  latter  end  of  1692,  but  as  no  evidence  of 
(heir  being  concerned  in  any  such  design  could  be  founds 
they  were  admitted  to  bail,  and  released.  Newton,  as  far 
$L&  appears,  availed  himself  of  this ;  but  Collier,  refused  to 
remain  upon  bail,  because  he  conceived  that  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  which  the  bail 
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was  taken,  and  consequently  of  the  power  frptn  whence 
the  authority  of  the  court  was  derived,  and  therefore  sur- 
rendered in  discharge  of  his  bail  before  chief  justice  Holt^ 
and  was  committed  to  the  king's-bench  prison.  He  was 
released  again  at  the  intercession  of  friends,  in  a  very 
few  days ;  but  still  attempted  to  sqpport  his  principles  and 
justify  his  conduct  by  the  following  pieces,  of  which,  it  is 
said,  there  were  only  five  copies  printed :  8.  "  The  case 
of  giving  Bail  to  a  pretended  authority  examined,  dated 
from  the  King's-bench,  Nov.  23,  1692,"'  with  a  preface, 
dated  Dec.  1693;  and,  9.  "  A  Letter  to  sir  John  Holt,'* 
dated  Nov.  30,  1692;  and  also,  10.  ^^  A  Reply  to  ^ome 
Remarks  upon  the  case  of  giving  bail,  &c.  dated  April^ 
1693.'*  He  wrote  soon  after  this,  11.  "A  Persuasiveto 
consideration,  tendered  to  the  Royalists,  particularly  those 
of  the  Church  of  England,''  1693,  4to.  It  was  afterwards 
reprinted  in  8vo,  together  with  his  vindication  of  it,  against 
a  piece  entitled  "  The  Layman's  Apology."  He  wrot^ 
also,  12.  ^'  Remarks  upon  the  London  Gazette,  relating 
to  the  Streights'  Fleet,  and  the  Battle  of  Landen  in  Flan* 
ders,"   1693,  4to. 

We  hear  no  more  of  Collier  till  1696  ;  and  then  we  find 
him  acting  a  very  extraordinary  part,  in  regard  to'  sir  Johh  ' 
Friend  and  sir  William  Perkins,  who  were  convicted  of 
being  concerned  in  the  assassination  plot.  Collier,  with 
Cook  and.  Snatt,  two  clergymen  of  his  own  way  of  think-^ 
ing,  attended  those  unhappy  persons  at  the  place  of  their 
execution,  upon  April  3 ;  where  Collier  solemnly  absolved 
the  former,  as  Cook  did  the  tatter,  and  all  three  joined  iii 
the  imposition  of  hands  upon  them  both.  This,  as  might 
well  be  expected,  was  looked  upon  as  an  high  insult  on 
the  civil  nod  ecclesiastical  government ;  for  which  reason 
there  was  a  declaration,  signed  by  the  two  archbishops 
and  the  bishops  of  London,  Duriiam,  Winchester,  Coven*- 
try  and  Litchfield,  Rochester,  Hereford,  Norwich,  Pe- 
terborough, Gloucester,  Chichester,  and,  St.  Asaph,  in  which 
they  signified  their  abhorrence  bf  this  scandalous,  irregular, 
schismatic,  and  seditious  proceeding.  This  ^^  Declaration,^* 
which  may  be  seen  in  the  Appendix  to  the  third  vol.  of  the 
State  Tracts  in  the  time  of  king  William,  did  not  'only 
bring  upon  them  eccleisiastical  censure  ;  they  wei^  prose- 
cuted also  in  the  secular  courts,  as  enemies  to  the  gotertv^ 
aent.  In  consequence  of  this  Cook  and  Silatt  were  cotn^\ 
knitted  ti>  New^fite,  but  afterwards  released  witboiK  being 
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brought  to  a  trial ;  but  Collier  having  still  his  old  scruple 
about  putting  in  bail,  and  abscondiQgy  was  outlawed,  arid 
so  continued  to  the  time  of  his  deatb^  He  did  not  fail, 
however,  to  have  recourae  to  his  pen  as  usual,  in  order  to 
justify  his  conduct  upon  this  occasion ;  and  therefore  pub- 
lished, 13.  **  A  Defence  of  the  Absolution  given  tosir  WiU 
liam  Perkins  at  the  place  of  execution ;  with  a  farther  vin- 
dication thereof,  occasioned  by  a  paper  encitled,  A  De- 
claration of  the  sense  of  the  archbishops  and  bishops,  &c. 
the  first  dated  April  9,  1696,  the  other  April  21,  1696;" 
to  which  is  added,  *^  A  Postscript  in  relation  to  a  paper 
calle^  An  Answer  to  his  Defence,  &c.  dated  April  25.'* 
i^lso,  **  A  Reply  to  the  Absolution  of  a  Penitent  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  church  of  England,  &c.*'  dated 
May  20,  1696  :  and  ^*  An  Answer  to  the  Animadversions 
on  two.  pamphlets  lately  published  by  Mr.  Collier,  &c.'* 
dated  July  1,  1696,  4to. 

When  this  affair  was  over,  Collier  employed  himself  in 
reviewing  and  finishing  several  miscellaneous  pieces,  which 
he  published  under  the  title  of  ^^  Essays  upon  several  Mo- 
ral Subjects.'^    They  consist  of  3  vols.  8vo;  the  first  of 
which  was  printed  in  1697,  and  its  success  encouraged  the 
author  to  publish  a  second  in  1705,  and  a  third  in  1709. 
These  were  written  with  such  a  mixture  of  learning  and 
wit,  and  in  a  style  so  easy  and  flowing,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  prejudice  of  party,  which  ran  strong  against  hin>, 
they  were  in  general  well  received,  and  have  passed  through 
many  editions  since.     In  1698  he  entered  on  his  celebrated 
attempt  to  reform  the  stage,  by  publishing  his  '^  Short 
Vkw  of  the  immorality  and  profaneness  of  the  English 
Stage,  together  with  the  sense  of  antiquity  upon  this  ar- 
gument,''  8vo.     This  engaged  him  in  a  controversy  with 
the  wits ;  and  Congreve  and  Vanbrugh,  whom,  with  many 
others,  he  had  taken  to  task  very  severely,  appeared  openly 
against  him.     The  pieces  he  wrote  in  this  conflict,  besides 
the  first  already  mentioned,  were,  2.  *^  A  Defence  of  the 
Short  View,  being  a  reply  to  Mr.  Congreve's  amendments, 
&c.  and  to  the  vindication  of  the  author  of  the  Relapse,'* 
1699,  Svo.     3.  "A  Second  Defence  of  the  Short  View, 
being  a  reply  to  a  book  entitled  The  ancient  and  modem 
Stages  surveyed,  &c.''  170Q,  8vo ;  the  book  here  replied 
to  was  written  by  Mr.  Drake.    4.  *'  Mr.  Collier's  dissuasive 
firom  the  Play-bouse :  in  a  letter  to  a  person  of  quality^ 
occasioned  by  the  late  calamity  of  the  tempest^'*  1703,  Svo^ 
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S.  ^^  A  ferther  Vindication  of  the  Short  Yiewj  &c.  i&  which 
the  objections  of  a  late  book,  entitled  A  Defence  of  Play% 
are  considered/'  1708,  8vo.     "The  Defence  of  Plays'* 
has  Dr.  Filmer  for  its  author.    In  this  controversy  with  the 
stage,  Collier  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  advantage ; 
and  shewed  that  a  clergyman  might  have  wit  as  well  as 
learning  and  reason  on  his  side.     It  is  remarkable,  that  his 
labours  here  were  attended  with  success,  and  actually  pro- 
duced repentance  and  amendment ;  for  it  is  allowed  on  all 
hands,  that  the  decorum  which  has  been  for  the  most  pact 
observed  by  the  later  writers  of  dramatic  poetry,  is  entirely 
owing  to  the  animadversions  of  Collier.     What  Drydeu 
said  upon  this  occasion  in  the  preface  to  his  Fables  does 
mu^h  credit  to  his  candour  and  good  sense.     "  I  shall  say 
the  less  of  Mr.  Collier,  because  in  many  things  be  has 
taxed  me  justly ;  and  I  have  pleaded  guilty  to  all  thought 
and  expressions  of  mine  which  can  be  truly  arraigned  of 
obscenity,  profaneness,  or  immorality,  and  retract  them. 
If  he  be  my  enemy,  \et  him  triumph ;  if  he  be  my  friend,  as 
I  have  given  him  no  personal  occasion  to  be  otherwise,  he 
will  be  glad  of  my  repentance.     It  becomes  me  not  to  draw 
my  pen  in  the  defence  of  a  bad  cause,  when  I  have  so  often 
drawn  it  for  a  good  one."     If  Congreve  andVanbrugh  had 
taken  the  same  method  withDryden,  and  made  an  ingenuoos 
confession  of  their  faults,  they  would  have  retired  with  a 
better  grace  than  they  did:  for  it  is  certain  that,  with  all 
the  wit  which  they  have  shewn  in  their  respective  vindica- 
tions, they  make  but  a  very  indifferent  figure.   ^'  Congreve 
und  Vanbrugb,  says  Dr.  Johnson,  attempted  answers.    Con- 
greve, a  very  young  man,  elated  with  success,  and  im- 
patient of  censure,  assumed  an  air  of  confidence  and  se- 
curity.    His  chief  artifice  of  controversy  is  to  retort  upon 
his  adversary  his  own  words  :  he  is  very  angry,  and  hoping 
to  conquer  Collier  with  his  own  weapons,  allows  himself^ 
in  the  use  of  every  term  of  contumely  and  contempt :  but 
he  has  the  sword^  without  the  arm  of  Scanderbeg ;  he  has 
his  antagonist's  coarseness,  but  not  his  strength.     Collier 
replied ;  for  contest  was  his  delight ;  he  was  not  to  be 
frighted  from  his  purpose,  or  his  prey.    The  cause  of  Con- 
greve was  not  tenable  :  whatever  glosses  he  might  u^e  for 
the  defence  or  palliation  of  single  passages,  the  general  te- 
tiQur  and  tendency  of  his  plays  must  always  be  condemned. 
It  is  acknowledged,  with  universal  coqviction,  that  the  pe- 
rusal of  his  works  will  make  no  man  better ;  au<^that  their 
Vol.  X.  E 
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ixUioiate  effect  is  to  represent  pleasure  in  alliance  with  vice, 
and  to  relax  those  obligations  by  which  life  ought  to  be 
regulated.  The  stage  found  other  advocates,  and  the 
dispute  was  protracted  through  ten  years :  but  at  last  c6« 
xnedy  grew  more  modesty  and  Collier  lived  to  see  the  re- 
ward of  his  labour  in  the  reformation  of  the  theatre.'* 

The  next  thing  Collier  undertook  was  a  work  of  consi* 
derable  industry,  that  of  translating  Moreh's  great  **  His** 
toricali  geographical,  genealogical,  and  poetical  Diction- 
ary.*'    The  two  first  volumes  were  printed  in  1701,  the 
third,  under  the  title  of  a  *^  Supplement,*'  in  1705,  and  the 
fourth,  which  is  called  *<  An  Appendix/'  in  1721.     This 
was  a  work  of  great  utility  at  the  time  it  was  published.    It 
was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  English  language,  and  many 
articles  of  biography  in  the  Appendices  may  yet  be  con- 
sulted with  advantage,  as  containing  particulars  which  are 
not  to  be  found  elsewhere.    About  1701,  he  published 
also,  **  An  English  translation  of  Antoninus's  Meditations, 
&c.  to  which  is  added,  the  Mythological  Picture  of  Cebes, 
&c."     In  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  some  overtures  were 
made  to  engage  him  to  a  compliance,  and  he  was  promised 
preferment,  if  he  would  acknowledge  and  submit  to  the 
government;  but  as  he  became  a  nonjuror  upon  a  prin- 
ciple of  conscience,  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to 
listen  to  any  terms.     Afterwards  he  published,  in  2  vols, 
fblio,  **  An  Ecclesiastical  History  of  Great  Britain,  chiefly 
of  England,  from  the  first  planting  of  Christianity,   to  the 
end  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  with  a  brief  account  of  the 
affairs  of  religion  in  Ireland,  collected  from  the  best  an- 
cient historians,  councils,  and  records."    The  first  volume, 
which  comes  down  to  Henry  VII.  was  published  in  1708, 
the  second  in  1714.    This  history,  which  contains,  besides 
a  relation,  of  facts,  many  purious  discourses  upon  eccle- 
siastical and  religious  subjects,  was  censured  by  bishop 
Buniet,  bishop  Nicolson,  and  doctor  Kennet,  afterwards 
bishop  of  Peterborough ;  but  was  defended  by  Collier  in 
•  two  pieces.     The  first  was  entitled  "  An  Answer  to  some 
exceptions  in  bishop  Burnetts  third  part  of  the  History  of 
the  Reformation,  iScc.  against  Mr.  CoUier^s  Ecclei^ia^tical  His- 
tory; together  with  a  reply  to  some  remarks  in  bishop  Nicol* 
son's  English  Historical  Library,  &c.  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject, 1715;"  the  second,  "Some  Remarks  on  Dr.  Ken- 
net's  second  and  third  Letters;  wherein  his  misrepresenta- 
tions of  lytr.  Collier's  Ecclesiastical  History  are  laid  open. 
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and  bis  calumnies  disproved^  1717.'*  Collier's  prejudices, 
however,  in  favour  of  the  popish  establishment,  and  against 
the  reformers,  render  it  necessary  to  read  this  work  with 
much  caution  :  on  the  other  hand,  we  cannot  but  observe^ 
to  Collier's  credit,  an  instance  of  his  great  impartiality  in 
the  second  volume  of  his  history ;  which  is,  that  in  discul- 
pating  the  presbyterians  from  the  imputation  of  their  being 
consenting  to  the  tourder  of  Charles  L  he  has  shewn,  that 
as  they  only  had  it  in  their  power  to  protest,  so  they  did 
protest  against  that  bloody  act,  both  before  and  after  it  was 
committed. 

In  1713,  Collier,  as  is  confidently  related,  was  conse-* 
crated  a  bishop  by  Dr.  George  Hickes,  who  had  himself 
been  consecrated  suffragan  of  Thetford  by  the  deprived 
bishops  of  Norwich,  Ely,  and  Peterborough,  Feb.  23,  1694« 
As  he  grew  in  years,  bis  health  became  impaired  by  frequent 
attacks  of  the  stone,  to  which  his  sedentary  life  probably 
contributed  :  so  that  he  published  nothing  more  but  a  vo- 
lume  of  ^<  Practical  Discourses''  in  1725,  and  an  additional 
sermon  "  upon  God  not  the  origin  of  Evil,"  in  1726.    Be- 
sides what  has  been  mentioned,  he  wrote  some  prefaces 
.to  other  men's  wotks ;  and  published  also  an  advertise- 
ment against  bishop  Burnet's  ^^  History  of  his  own  Times  :'* 
this  was  printed  on  a  slip  of  payer,  and  dispersed  in  all 
the  coffee-houses  in  1724,  and  is  to  be  seen  in  the  ^^  Even- 
ing-post, No.  2254."    He  died  of  the  stone,  April  26, 1726, 
aged  seventy-six  ;  and  was  interred  three  days  after  in  the 
church-yard  of  St.  Pancras  near  London.     He  was  a  very 
ingenious,  learned,  moral,  and  religious  man j  and  though 
stiff  in  his  opinions,  is  said  to  have  had  nothing  stiff  or 
pedantic  in  his  behaviour,  but  a  great  deal  of  life,  spirit, 
and  innocetit  freedom.     It  ought  never  to  be  forgot,  that 
Collier  was  a  mau  of  strict  principle,  and  great  sincerity, 
for  to  that  he  sacrificed  all  the  most  flattering  prospects 
that  could  have  been  presented  to  him,  and  died  at  an 
advanced  age  in  the  profession  and  belief  in  which  he  h-^d 
lived.    He  will  long  be  remembered  as  the  reformer  of  the 
stage,  an  attempt  which  he  made^  and  in  which  he  was 
successful,  single-handed,  against  a  confederacy  of  dra- 
Qiatic  talents  the  most  brilliant  that  ever  appeared  on  the 
British  stage.     His  reputation  as  a  man  of  letters  was  not 
confined  to  his  own  country  :  for  the  learned  father  Cour- 
beville,  who  translated  into  French  "  The  Hero  of  Bal- 
thazar Gratian,"  in  bis  preiace  to  that  work,  speaks  in 

E  2 


ti  C  6  L  L  1 1;  ft. 

kigh  terms  of  his  <<  IVfiscellaneous  Essays;**  Wbicb,  hfr 
says,  set  him  upoh  a  level  with  Montaigne,  St.  Evremolid, 
La  Bruyere,  &c.  The  same  person  translated  into  French 
his  "  Short  View  of  the  English  Stage  ;'^  where  he  speakS' 
of  him  again  in  strong  expressions  of  admiration  and 
esteem. ' 

COLLINGS  (John),  an  ettfaient  nonconfonmst  divine^, 
and  a  Toluminous  writer,  was  born  at  Boxstead,  in  Essex, 
in  1623,  and  educated  at  Emannel  college,  Cambridge,. 
where  he  took  his  degrees,  probably  during  the  usurpation^ 
as  we  find  him  D.  D.  at  the  restoration.     He  bad  the  living 
of  St  Stephanas  Norwich^  from  which  he  was  ejected  for 
non-conformity  in  1662.     His  epitaph  says  he  discharged 
the  work  of  the  ministry  in  that  city  for  forty- four  years, 
which  is  impossible,  unless  he  contintred  to  preach  as  a 
dissenter  after  his  ejection.     He  was  Dne  of  the  commis-^ 
sioners  at  the  Savoy  conference  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL 
He  particularly  excelled  as  a  textuaiy  and  critic.     He  was^ 
a  man  of  various  learning,  and  much  esteemed  for  bis- 
great  industry,  humanity,  and  exemplary  life.     He  wrote 
many  books  of  controversy  and  practical  divinity,  the  most 
singular  of  which  is  his  '*  Weaver*s  Pocket-book,  ot  Weav- 
ing spiritualized,^  8vo.  This  book  was  particularly  adapted 
to  the  place  of  his  residence,  which  had  been  long  famous 
for  the  manufac*ture  of  silks.     Granger  remarks  that  Mr*. 
Boyle,  in  his  ^^  Occasional  Reflections  on  several  subjects,'* 
published  in  1665,  seems  to  have  led  the  way  to  spiri<^ 
tualizing  the  common  objects,  business,  and  occurrences 
of  life.     This'  was  much  practised  by  Mr.  Flavel,  and  by 
Mr.  Hervey;  it  is  generally  a  very  popular  method   of 
conveying  religious  sentiments,  although  it  is  apt  to  de** 
generate  into  vulgar  familiarity ;  but  we  know  not  if  the 
practice  may  not  be  traced  to  bishop  Hall,  who  published 
his  "  Occasional  Meditations^'  in  16:53.   Calamy  has  givert 
^  very  long  list  of  Dr^Collings's  publications,  to  which,  we 
refer.    In  Poole's  "Annotations  on  the  Bible"  he  wrote 
those  on  the  last  six  chapters  of  Isaiah,  the  whole  of  Jere- 
miah, Lamentations,  the  four  Evangelists,,  the  epistles  to« 
the  Corinthians,.  Galatians^^  Timothy  and  Philemon,  and 
the  Revelations.     He  died  at  Norwich  Jan.  17^  1690.* 

COLLINGWOOD  (Cuthbert,   Lord),  a  brave  and 
^excellent  English  admiral,  the  son  of  Cuthbert  Colling* 
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'^ood,  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  merchant  (who  died  in 
1775)  and  of  Milcha,  daughter  and  €)obeirof  Reginald 
Dobson,  of  Barwess,  in  Westmoreland,  esq.  (who  died  in 
1788)  was  born  at  Newcastle,  Sept.  26,  1748.  After  be* 
ing  eduf^ated  under  the  care  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Moises,  along 
with  the  present  lord  cbsuiceltor  Eldon,  he  entered  into  the 
naval  service  in  1761,  under  the  protection  and  patronage 
of  his  maternal  uncle,  capt.  (afterwards  admiraV).Braith- 
waite,  and  with  him  he  served  ibr  some  years.  In  1766 
we  find  him  a  midshipman  in  the  Gibraltar,  and  from  1767 
to  1772,  master's  mate  in  the  Liverpool,  when  he  was 
taken  into  the  Lenox,  under  capt.  (now  admiral)  Roddam^ 
by  whom  he  was  recommended  to  vice-admiral  Graves, 
and  afterwards  to  vice-admiral  sir  Peter  Parker.  In  Feb. 
1774,  he  went  in  the  Preston,  under  the  command  of  vice- 
admiral  Graves,  to  America,  and  the  following  year  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  fourth  lieutenant  in  the  Somerset, 
on  the  day  of  the  battle  at  Bunker's  Hill,  where  he  was  sent 
with  a  party  of  seamen  to  supply  the  army  with  what  was- 
necessary  in  that  line  of  service.  The  vice-admiral  being 
recalled,  ^nd  suc<;eeded  upon  that  station  by  vice-admiral 
JSbuidham,  sailed  for  England  on  the  1st  of  February,  1776* 
In  the  sam^  year  lieutenant  CoUingwood  was  sent  to  Ja- 
maica in  the  Hornet  sloop,  and  soon  after  the  Lowestoffe 
icame  to  the  same  station,  of  which  lord  Nelson  was  at  that 
time  second  lieutenant,  and  with  whom  he  had  been  before 
in  habits  of  great  friendship. .  His  friend  Nelson  had  en- 
tered  the  service  some  years  later  than  himself,  but  was 
made  lieotenant  in  the  Lowestoffe,  captain  Locker,  in  1777. 
Here  their  friendship  was  renewed ;  and  upon  the  arrival 
of  vice-admiral  sir  Peter  Parker  to  take  the  command  upon 
that  station,  they  found  in  him  a  common  patron,  who, 
while  his  country  was  receiving  the  benefit  of  bis  own  ser- 
vices, was  laying  the  foundation  for  those  future  benefits 
which  were  to  be  derived  from  such  promising  objects  of 
patronage  and  protection  :  and  here  began  that  succession 
of  fortune  which  siseips  to  have  continued  to  the  last ;  when 
be,  wboQ^  the  subject  of  our  present  memoir  had  so  often 
succeeded  in  the  early  stages  of  his  promotion,  resigned 
the  cof^qaand  of  his  victorious  fleet  into  the  hands  of  a 
well^trjed  fri^nd,  whom  he  knew  tp  be  a  fit  successor  in 
this  last  and  triumphant  stage  of  his  glory,  as  he  had  been 
before  in  the  earlier  stages  of  his  fortune.  For  it  is  de- 
serving of  remark,  that  whenever  the  one  got  a  step  ia 
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ranky  the  other  succeeded  to  the  station  which  his  friend 
had  left ;  first  in  the  LowestofFe,  in  .which,  upon  the  pro-* 
motion  of  lieutenant  Nelson  into  the  admirals  own  ship, 
the  Bristol,  lieutenant  Coliingwood  succeeded  Jto  the  Lowes-' 
toffe;  and  when  the  former  was  advanced  in  1778,  from 
ti)e  Badger  to  the  rank  of  post  captain  in  the  Hinchin- 
brooke,  the  latter  was  made  master  and  commander  in  the 
Badger;  and  again  upon  his  promotion  to  a  larger  ship, 
capt.  Coliingwood  was  made  post  in  the  Hinchinbrooke. 

In  this  ship  capt.  Coliingwood  was  employed  in  the 
spring  of  1780,  upon  an  expedition  to  the  Spanish  main, 
which,  from  the  unwhoiesomeness  of  the  climate,  proved 
fatal  to  most  of  his  ship's  company.  In  August  1780  he 
quitted  this  station,  and  in  the  following  December  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Pelican  of  24  guns  ;  but 
on  the  1st  of  August  1781,  in  the  hurricane  so  fatal  to  the 
West  India  islands,  she  was  wrecked  upon  the  Morant 
Quay;  but  the  captain  and  cYew  happily  got  on  shore. 
He  was  next  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Sampson,  of 
64  guns,  in  which  ship  he  served  to  the  peace  of  1783, 
when  she  was  paid  off,  and  he  was  api»ointed  to  the  Me- 
diator, and  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  upon  which  station  he 
remained  until  the  latter  end  of  1786.  Upon  his  return  to 
England,  when  th^  ship  was  paid  off,  he  visited  bis  native 
country,  and  remained  there  until  1790,  when  on  the  ex- 
pected rupture  with  Spain,  on  account  of  the  seizure  of 
pur  ships  at  Nootka  Sound,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Mer* 
maid  of  32  guns,  under  the  command  of  admiral  Cornish, 
in  the  West  Indies ;  but  the  dispute  with  Spain  being  ad- 
justed without  hostilities,  Jie  once  more  returned  to  his 
native  country,  where  in  June  1791  he  married  Sarah,  the 
eldest  of  the  two  daughters  of  John  Erasmus  Blackett,  esq. 
of  Newcastle,  by  whom  he  left  issue  two  daughters. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  France  in  1793,  he 
was  called  to  the  command  of  the  Prince,  rear-admiral 
Bowyer's  flag-ship,  with  whom  he  served  in  this  ship,  and 
afterwards  in  the  Barfleur,  until  the  engagement  of  June  1, 
1794.  In  this  action  he  distinguished  himself  with  grfeat 
Tjravery,  and  the  ship  which  he  commanded  is  known  to  have 
had  its  full  share  in  the  glory  of  the.  day ;  though  it  has  been 
the  subject  of  conversation  with  the  public,  and  was  probably 
the  source  of  some  painful  feelings  at  the  moment  in  the 
captain-s  own  mind,  that  no  notice  was  taken  of  his  seiw 
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vices  upon  this  .occasion,  nor  his  name  once  mentioned  in 
the  official  dispatches  of  lord  Howe  to  the  admiralty. 

/  Rear-admiral  fiowyer^s  flag,  in  consequence  of  his  ho* 
nourable  wound  in  this  day's  action,  no  longer  flying  on 
board  the  Barfieur,  captain  CoUingwood  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  Hector,  on  the  7th  of  August,  1794^ 
and  afterwards  to  the  Excellent,  in  which  he  was  employed 
in  the  blockade  of  Toulon,  and  in  this  ship  he  had  the  ho* 
nour  to  acquire  fresh  laurels  in  the  brilljant  victory  off  the 
Cape  of  St.  Vincent's,  on  the  1 4th  of  February,  1797.  In 
this  day's  most  memorable  engagement,  the  Excellent  took 
a  distinguished  part,  and  so  well  did  Nelson  know  his  va- 
lue, that  when  the  ship  which  captain  CoUingwood  com* 
manded  was  sent  to  reinforce  this  squadron,  he  exclaimed 
with  great  joy  and  confidence  in  the  talents  and  bravery  of 
her  captain,  ^^  See  here  comes  the  Excellent,  which  is  as 
good  as  two  added  to  our  number."  And  the  support 
which  he  in  particular  this  day  received  from  this  ship,  he 
gratefully  acknowledged  in  the  following  laconic  note  of 
thanks ; 

*^  Dear  CoUingwood !  A  friend  in  need  is  a  friend  in* 
deed." 

It  did  not  fall  to  his  lot  to  have  any  share  in  the  subse- 
quent battle  of  the  Nile,  nor  had  he  the  good  fortune  to 
be  placed  in  a  station  where  any  further  opportunity  was 
afforded  to  display  his  talents  during  the  remainder  of  the 
war.  He  continued  in  the  command  of  the  Excellent^ 
under  the  flag  of  lord  St.  Vincent,  till  January  1799,  when 
his  ship  was  paid  off:  and  on  the  14th  of  February,  in  the 
same  year,  on  the  promotion  of  flag  officers,  he  was  raised 
to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  white  ^  and  on  the  12th 
of  May  following,  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  Triumph, 
one  of  the  ships  under  the  command  of  lord  Bridport  on 
the  Channel  station.  In  the  month  of  June  1800  he  shifted 
his  flag  to  the  Barfleur,  on  the  same  station  ;  and  in  1801 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  in 
which  ship,  and  upon  the  same  service,  he  continued  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  without  any  opportunity  of  doing  more 
than  effectually  blockading  the  enemy's  fleet  in  their  own 
ports,  while  they  were  proudly  vaunting  of  their  prepara^ 
tions  for  invading  us ;  a  service  not  less  important  to  the 
honour,  the  interest,  and  the  security  of  the  nation,  than 
those  more  brilliant  achievements. which  dazzle  the  public 
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On  the  re-commencemeiit  of  hostilities,  however,  ad-' 
miral  Collingwood  was  again  called  into  service,  and  on 
the  promotion  of  admirals  on  the  23d  of  April,  1804,  was 
itiade  vice*admiral  of  the  blue,  and  resumed  bis  former 
station  off  Brest.   The  close  blockade  which  admiral  Corn* 
wallis  kept  up  requiring  a  constant  succession  of  ships,  the 
▼ice- admiral  shifted  his  flag  from  ship  to  ship  as  occasion 
required,  by  which  he  was  always  upon  his  station  in  a  ship 
fit  for  service,  without  the  necessity  of  quitting  his  station^ 
and  returning  to  port  for  victualling  or  repairs.     But  from 
this  station  he  was  csjled  in  May  1805,  to  a  more  active 
service,  having  been  detached  with  a  reinforcement  of  ships 
to  the  blockading  fleet  at  Ferrol  and  Cadiz.     Perhaps  it 
would  be  difficult  to  fix  upon  a  period,  or  a  part  of  the 
character  of  lord  Collingwood,  which  called  for  powers  of  a 
more  peculiar  kind,  or  displayed  his  talents  to  more  advan- 
tage, than  the  period  and  the  service  in  which  he  wis  now 
employed.     Left  with  only  four  ships  of  the  line,  to  keep 
in  nearly  four  times  the  number,  it  seems  almost  impossi- 
ble so  to  have  divided  his  little  force  as  to  deceive  the 
ehemy,  and  effect  the  object  of  his  service ;  but  this  he 
certainly  accomplished.     With  two  of  his  ships  close  in  as 
usual  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  make  signals 
to  the  ot^er  two,  which  were  so  dbposed,  and  at  a  distance 
from  one  another,  as  to  repeat  those  signals  from  one  to 
the  other,  and  again  to  other  ships  that  were  supposed  to 
receive  a^id  answer  them,  he  continued  to  delude  the  ene-^ 
my,  and  led  them  to  conclude  that  these  were  only  part  of 
a  larger  force  that  was.  not  in  sight,  and  thus  he  not  only 
secured  his  own  ships,  but  effected  an  important  service  to 
bis  country,  by  preventing  the  execution  of  any  plan  that 
the  enemy  might  have  had  in  contemplation. 

On  the  return  of  lord  Nelson  in  the  month  of  September 
he  resumed  the  command,  and  vice-admiral  Collingwood 
was  his  second.  Arrangements  were  now  made,  and  such 
a  disposition  of  the  force  under'his  command  as  might  draw 
the  combined^fleets  out,  and  bring  them  to  action.  In  a 
letter  to  a  friend,  dated  the  8d  of  October,  lord  Nelson 
Wrote  that  the  enemy  were  still  in  port,  and  that  scxnething 
must  be  done  to  bring  them  to  battle.  *^  In  less  than  a 
fbrtnight,*^'  he  adds,  "  expect  to  hear  from  me,  or  of  me, 
for  who  can  foresee  the  fate  of  battle  ?'• 
-  At  length  the  opportunity  offered.  The  plan  that  was 
laid  to  lure  them  out  succeeded,    Admiral  Louis  having 
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been  detached  with  four  sail  of  the  line  to  attend  a  convoy 
to  a  certain  distance  up  the  Mediterranean,  iind  the  rest  of 
the  fleet  ~^o  disposed  as  to  lead  the  enemy  to  helieve  it  to 
he  not  so  strong  as  it  was,  admiral  Villeneuve  was  tempted 
to  venture  out  with  33  ships  under  his  command  (18  French 
and  15  Spanish),  in  the  hope  of  doing  something  to  retrieve 
the  honour  of  their  flag.     On  the  1 9th  of  October  lord 
Nelson  received  the  joyful  intelligence  from  the  ships  that 
were  left  to  watch  their  motions,  that  *the  combined  fleet 
had  put  to  sea,  and  as  they  sailed  with  light  westerly 
winds,  his  lordship  concluding  their  destination  to  be  the 
Mediterranean,  made  all  sail  for  the  Straits  with  the  fleet 
nnder  his  command,  consisting  of  27  ships,  three  of  which 
were  sixty-fours.     Here  he  learnt  from  capt.  Blackwood 
that  they  had  not  yet  passed  the  Straits,  andon  the  21st9 
at  day-light,  had  the  satisfaction  to  discover  them  six  or 
seven  miles  to  the  eastward,  and  immediately  made  the 
signal  for  the  fleet  to  bear  up  in  two  columns.     It  fell  to 
the  lot  of  vice-admiral  Coiliogwood,  in  the  Royal  Sove« 
r^gn,  to  lead  his  column  into  action,  and  first  to  break 
through  the  enemy's  line,  which  he  did  in  a  manner  that 
commanded  the  admiration  of  both  fleets,  and  drew  from 
lord  Nelson  the  enthusiastic  expression,  '^  Look  at  that 
noble  fellow !  Observe  the  Ittyle  in  which  he  carries  his 
ship  into  action!"  while  the  vice*admiral,  with  equal  jus- 
tice to  the  spirit  and  valour  of  his  friend,  was  enjoying  the 
proud  honour  of  his  situation,  and  saying  to  those  about 
him,  <^  What  would  Nelson  give  to  be  in  our  situation  !" 

Of  this  memorable  engagement,  which  will  occur  again 
in  our  Ii£e  of  Nelson,  we  shall  only  notice  in  this  place, 
that  it  b^an  at  twelYe  o'clock :  at  a  quarter  past  one,  lord 
Nelson  received  the  fatal  wound ;  and  at  three,  P.  M.  many 
of  tbe  ships,  having  struck  their  colours,  gave  way.  The 
British  fleet  was  left  with  nineteen  ships  of  the  enemy,  as 
the  trophies  of  their  victory  ;  two  of  them  first  rates,  with 
'  three  flag  officers,  of  which  the  commander  in  chief  (Ville- 
neuve) was  one.  On  the  deaih  of  lord  Nelson,  the  com- 
mand of  his  conquering  fleet,  and  the  completion  of  the 
victory,  devolved  upon  vice-admiral  Coliingwood,  who,  as 
he  had  so  often  done  in  the  early  part  of  bis  life,  now  for 
the  last  time  succeeded  him,  in  an  arduous  moment,  and 
most  difficult  service.  Succeeding  high  gales  of  wind  en- 
dangered the  fleet,  and  particularly  threatened  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  captured  ships ;  but  by  the  eiLtcaordinary  exer« 
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tions  that  were  made  for  their  preservation,  four  74  gun* 
ships  (threes  of  them  Spanish  and  one  French)  were  saved 
and  sent  into  Gibraltar.  Of  the  remainder,  nine  were 
wrecked,  three  burnt,  and  three  sunk.  Two  others  were 
taken,  but  got  into  Cadiz  in  the  gale.  Four  others  which 
had  got  off  to  the  southward  were  afterwards  taken  by  the 
squadron  under  sir  Richard  Strachan.  .  So  that  out  of  the 
thirty-three  ships,  of  which  the  combined  fleet  consisted, 
there  were  only  ten  left,  and  many  of  these  in  such  a  shat* 
tered  state,  as  £o  be  little  likely  to  be  further  serviceable.  ^ 

Were  we  disposed,  in  our  esteem  of  this  distinguished 
character,  to  pay  a  compliment  to  the  vice^admiraPs  merits 
that  might  be  considered  as  more  exclusive,  it  would  be' 
the  pious  gratitude  of  his  feelings,  and  his  confidence  in 
God,  that  we  should  hold  up  as  a  discriminating  feature.- 
We  have  seldom  found  the  man  who  can  lay  aside  the  pride 
of  the  conqueror,  and  ascribe  his  successes  to  God.  This 
in  a  most  eminent  degree  lord  CoUingwood  did.  Scarce 
was  the  battle  over,  when  the  arrangement  was  made  for  a 
day  of  thanksgiving  throughout  the  fleet,  to  that  Provi* 
dence  to  whom  he  felt  himself  indebted  for  the  brilliant 
success  with  which  the  day  had  terminated.  So  much  to 
the  honour  of  this  illustrious  and  virtuous  character  is  the^ 
general  order  that  he  issued  on  this  occasion,  that  it  ought 
to  be  recorded  as  one  of  the  traits  which  must  ever  redound 
to  his  praise.  ' 

*^  The  Almighty  God,  whose  arm  is  strength,  having  of 
his  great  mercy  been  pleased  to  crown  the  exertions  of  his 
majesty's  fleet  with  success,  in  giving  them  a  complete 
victory  over  their  enemies  on  the  2ist  of  this  month  ;  and 
that  all  praise  and  thanksgiving  may  be  oflered  jup  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  for  the  great  benefit  to  our  country  and  to 
mankind,  1  have  thought  proper  that  a  day  should  be  ap- 
pointed of  general  humiliation  before  God,  and  thanks- 
giving for  his  merciful  goodness,  imploring  forgiveness 
of  sins,  a  continuation  of  his  divine  mercy,  and  his  con- 
stant aid  to  us  in  the  defence  of  our  country's  liberties  and 
laws,  and  without  which  the  utmost  efforts  of  man  are 
nought ;  and  direct  therefore  that  be 

appointed  for  this  holy  purpose. 

"  Given  on  board  the  Euryalus^  off  Cape  Trafalgar, 
October  22,   1805.  C.  CoLUNGWOOD.'*. 

On  the  mh  of  November,  1805,  when  the  rank  of  rear- 
admiral  of  the  red  was  restored  in  the  navy,  he  was  ad- 
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vanced  from  the  blue  to  the  rank  of  vice-admiral  of  the  red. 
On  the  same  day  his  majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to 
confer  upon  him  and  his  heirs  male,  the  title  of  baron  Col- 
linwood,  of  Caldburne  and  Hethpoole,  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland :  and  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  in 
addition  to  their  vote  of  thanks,  concurred  in  a  grant  of 
^two  thousand  pounds  a  year  for  his  own  life,  and  the  lives 
of  his  two  succeeding  male  heirs,  which  upon  finding  that 
he  had  only  two  daughters,  was  afterwards  changed  into 
pensions  upon  them. 

Lord  Collingwood  was  also  confirmed  in  the  command 
of  the  Mediterranean  fleet,  to  which  he  succeeded  by  se- 
niority, and  in  the  opinion  of  lord  Hood  wanted  only  an 
opportunity  to  prove  himself  another  Nelson.  The  bad 
state  of  his  health  had  required  his  return  home,  but  he 
remained  on  his  station  in  hopes  that  the  French  fleet 
would  come  out  from  Toulon.  His  last  active  service  was 
the  direction  of  the  preparations  which  ended  in  the  de- 
struction of  two  French  ships  of  the  line  on  their  own  coast. 
He  had  not  seen  any  of  his  relatives  for  a  considerable 
period  before  his  death,  yet  he  appears  to  have  been  sen- 
sible that  his  illness  would  prove  fatal.  He  even  ordered 
9-  quantity  of  lead  on  board  at  Minorca,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  coffin  for  his  conveyance  to  England.  He  died 
off  Minorca,  March  7,  1810,  onboard  the  Ville  de  Paris. 
His  death  is  supposed  to  have  been  occasioned  by  a  large 
stone  in  the  passage  to  the  bladder ;  and  for  some  time 
before  his  death  he  was  incapable  of  taking  any  sustenance^ 
His  body  having  been  brought  to  England  was  interred, 
May  11,  in  St.  PauPs  cathedral,  with  great  funeral  solem* 
nity.  Lprd  Collingwood  was  a  man  of  amiable  temper  and 
manners,  dignified  as  an  officer  and  commander,  yet  with-* 
out  any  pride ;  and  social  among  his  friends  even  to  a 
degree  of  playfulness.  His  mind  was  impressed  by  a 
strong  sense  of  religion,  which  he  reverenced  and  enjoined 
to  those  under  him.  He  had  no  enemies  but  those  of  his 
country,  and  vyhile  he  cherished  all  the  Old  English  pre* 
judices  against  those,  he  displayed,  in  the  most  trying  mo- 
ments, a  spirit  of  humanity  which  gained  their  affections. 
Of  this  an  instance  occurred  after  the  great  battle  of  Tra* 
falgar  which  must  not  be  passed  over  superficially.  In 
clearing  the  captured  ships  of  the  prisoners,  he  found  so 
many  wounded  men,  that,  as  he  says  in  his  dispatches,  '^  to 
alleviate  human  misery  as  much  as  was  ii^  his  power/'  he 
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seat  to  the  marquis  de  Solano,  governor- general  of  And^« 
lusia,  to  offer  him  the  wounded  to  the  care  of  their  country, 
on  receipts  being  given ;  a  proposal  which  was  received 
with  the  greatest  thankfulness,  not  only  by  the  governor, 
but  by  the  whole  country,  which  resounded  with  exprea* 
aions  of  gratitude.    Two  French  frigates  were  sent  out  to 
receive  them,  with  a  proper  officer  to  give  receipts,  bring- 
ing  with  them  all  the  English  who  had  been  wrecked  in 
several  of  the  ships,  and  an  offer  from  the  marquis  de  So- 
lano of  the  use  of  their  hospitals  for  our  wounded,  pledg- 
ing the  honour  of  Spain  for  their  being  carefully  attended.' 
COLLINS  (Anthony),  an  eminent  writer  on  the  side 
of  infidelity,  was  the  son  of  Henry  Collins,  esq.  a  gentle* 
nan  of  considerable  fortune;  and  born  at  Heston  near 
Honnslow,  in  Middlesex,  June  21,  1676*.     He  was  edu- 
cated in  classicied  learning  at  Eton  school,  and  removed 
thence  to  King's  college  in  Cambridge,  where  he  bad  for 
his  tutor  Francis  Haipe,  afterwards  bishqp  of  Chichester^ 
Upon  leaving  college  be  went  to  London,  and  was  entered 
a  stqdent  in  the-Temple;  but  not  relishing  the  study  of 
the  law,  be  abandoned  it,  and  applied  himself  to  letters 
iti  general.     In  1700  be  published  a  tract  entitled  ^^  Se- 
veral of  the  London  Cases  considered.*'     He  cultivated  an 
acquaintance  and  maintained  a  correspondence  with  Lockq 
in  1703  and  1704  ;  and  that  Locke  bad  a  great  esteem  for 
him,  appears  from  some  letters  to  him  published  by  Des 
Maizeaux  in  his  collection  of  ^^  Several  pieces  of  John  Locke^ 
neter  before  printed,  or  not  extant  in  his  works.''     Locke, 
who  died  Oct  28,  1704,  left  also  a  letter  dated  the  23d| 
to  be  delivered  to  Collins  after  bis  decease,  full  of  con- 
fidence and  the  warmest  affection ;  which  letter  is  to  be 
found  in  the  collection  above  mentioned.    It  is  plain  from 
these  memorials,  that  Collins  at  that  time  ^^ppeared  to 
!|^ocke.to  be  an  impartial  and  disinterested  inquirer  after 
truth,  and  not,  as  he  afterwards  proved,  disingenuous,  art* 
ful,  and  impious. 

In  1707  he  published  ^^  An  essay  concerning  ^e  use  pf 
reason  in  propositions,  the  evidence  whereof  depends  upon 
human  testimony:"  reprinted  in  1709,  and,  as  is  the  case 
in  all  bis  other  writings,  without  his  name.  The  same 
year,  1707,  he  engaged  in  the  controversy  between  J)od-r 

*^  Mr.  Lysons  remarks  that  he  was  baptized  at  Isleworth,  and  therefore  pro- 
bably bom  in  that  parish.    Environs,  toI.  IIL 
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COLLINS.  61 

fteW  Md  Clarke,  concenning  the  natural  imnftortality  of 
the  soul)  and  wrote,  respecting  it,  1.  *'  A  ietter  to  the 
learned  Mr.  Heniy  Dodwell,  containing  some  remarks  on 
a  pretended  demonstration  of  the  immaterialitj  and  natu^ 
ral  immorUdity  of  the  soul,  in  Mr.  Clarke's  answer  to  his 
late  epistolary  discourse,*' '&c.  1707 ;  reprinted  in  1709« 
a.  **  A  reply  to  Mr.  Clarke's  defence  of  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Dodwell ;  with  a  postscript  to  Mr^  Milles's  answer  to  Mn 
Dod well's  epistolary  discourse,"  1707:  reprinted  in  1709. 
3. ."  Reflections  on  Mr.  Clarke's  second  defence  of  hid 
letter  to  Mr.  Dodwell,"  1707 :  reprinted  in  1711.  4.  "An 
answer  to  Mr.  Clarke's  third  defence  of  bis  letter  to  Mr» 
Dodwell,"  1708:  reprinted  in  1711. 

Dec.  1709,    c^me  out  a  pamphlet,   entitled,  "  Priest- 
craft in  perfection ;  or,  a  detection  of  the  fraud  of  insert- 
ing and  continuing  that  clause,  ^  The  church  hath  power 
to  decree  rites  and  ceremonies,  and  authority  in  controver- 
sies of  faith,'  in  the  twentieth  article  of  the  Articles  of  the  n 
Church  of  England.*'     And,  Feb.  the  year  following,  ano- 
ther called    *^  Reflections  on  a  late  pamphlet,   entitled^ 
Priestcvaft  in  perfection,  &c."  both  written  by  our  author. 
The  second  and  third  editions  of  his  "  Priestcraft  in  per-* 
fection*'  were  printed,    with  corrections,  in    1710,    8vo. 
This  book  occasioned  great  and  diligent  inquiries  into  thij 
subject,  and  was  reflected  on  in  various  pamphlets,  ser- 
mons, and  treatises.     These  were  answered  by   Collins, 
but  not  till  1724,  in  a  work  entitled,  ^  An  historical  and 
critical  essay  on  the  S9  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England  : 
wherein  it  is  demonstrated,  that  this  clause,  *  The  Church, 
&c.'  inserted  in  the  20th  article,  is  not  a  part  of  the  arti* 
cle,  as  they  were  established  by  act  of  parliament  in  the 
ISth  of  Elizabeth,  or  agreed  on  by  the  convocations  of 
1562  and  1571."     This  essay,  however,  was  principally  de- 
signed as  an  answer  to  ^^  The  vindication  of  the  Church  of 
England  from  the  aspersions  of  a  late  libel,  entitled,  Priest- 
craft in  perfection,  wherein  the  controverted  clause  of  the 
church's  power  in  the  20th  article  is  shewn  to  be  of  equal 
authority  with  all  the  rest  of  the  articles,  in  1710,"  and  to 
"  An  essay  on  the  39  Articles  by  Dr.  Thomas  Bennet," 
published  in    1715:     "two  chief   works,"   says   Collins, 
**  which  seem  written  by  those  champions  who  have  been 
supplied  with  materials  from  all  quarters,  and  have  taken 
great  painf  themselves  to  put  their  materials  into  the  most 
artful  lighjt."     In  the  preface  he  tells  us,  that  he  under- 
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took  this  work  at  the  solicitations  of  a  worthy  minister  of 
the  gospeli  who  knew  that  he  had  made  some  inquiries 
into  the  ^^  Modern  Ecclesiastical  History  of  England ;"  and, 
particularly,  that  he  was  preparing  *^  An  history  of  the 
variations  of  the  church  of  England  and  its  clergy  from  the 
reformation  down  to  this  time,  with  an  answer  to  the 
cavils  of  the  papists,  made  on  occasion  of  the  said  varia- 
tions :"  but  this  work  never  appeared.  The  reader  may 
see  the  whole  state  of  this  controversy  in  Collier's  ^^  Ec- 
clesiastical History,^'  where  particular  notice  is  taken  of 
our  author. 

In  1710  he  published  **  A  vindication  of  the  Divine  At-* 
tributes,  in  some  remarks  on  the  archbishop  of  Dublin's 
(Dr.  King)  sermon,  entitled,    Divine  predestination   and 
foreknowledge  consisting  with  the  freedom  of  man's  will.'* 
March  1711,  he  went  over  to  Holland,  where  he  became 
su^quainted  .with   Le  Cierc,  and  other  learned  men ;  and 
returned  to  London  the  November  following,  to  take  care 
of  his  private  affairs,  with  a  promise  to  his  friends  in  Hol- 
land, that  he  would  pay  them  a  second  visit  in  a  short 
time.     In   1713   he  published  his    "  Discourse   of  Free- 
thinking,  occasioned  by  the  rise  and  growth  of  a  sect  cal- 
led Free-thinkers;"  which  was  attacked  by  several  writers, 
particularly  by  Hoadly,  afterwards  bishop  of  Winchester, 
in  some  "Queries  recommended  to  the  authors  of  the  late 
discourse  of  Free-thinking,"  printed  in  his  collection  of 
tracts  in  1715,  8vo ;  and  by  Phileleutherus  Lipsiensis,  in 
^^  Remarks  upon  a  late  Discourse  of  Free-thinking,  in  a  let- 
ter to  F.  H.  D.  D."     This  Phileleutherus  Lipsiensis  was  the 
learned  Bentley  ;  and  the  person  to  whom  this  performance 
is  addressed,  Hare,  afterwards  bishop  of  Chichester.     The 
first  part  of  these  remarks  gave  birth  to  a  pamphlet  said  to  be 
written  by  Hare,  entitled,  **  The  clergyman's  thanks  to 
Phileleutherus  for  his  remarks  on  the  late  Discourse  of  Free- 
thinking  :  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Bentley,   171*J."     The  late 
Mr.  Cumberland,  in  his  '^  Life  of  himself,"  informs  us,  that 
when   Collins   had   fallen   into  decay    of    circumstances, 
which,  however,  we  find  no  where  else  meqtioned.  Dr. 
Bentlevy  suspecting  he  had  written  him  out  of  credit  by 
his  "  Phileleutherus  Lipsiensis,"  secretly  contrived  to  ad- 
minister to  the  necessities  of  his  baiBed  opponent  in  a  man- 
ner that  did  no  less  credit  to  his  delicacy  than  his  libe- 
rality.    Of  all  this  Dr.  Bentley  we  believe  M'as  capable, 
but  it  is  certain  that  Collins  lived  and  died  in  opulence* 
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Soon  after  the  publication  of  this  work,  Collins  made  a 
second  trip  to  Holland  ;  which  was  ascribed  to  the  general 
alarm  caused  by  the  ^^  Discourse  of  Free-thinking/'  and 
himself  being  discovered  by  his  printer.    This  is  taken 
notice  of  by  Hare :  who,  having  observed  that  the  least  ap- 
pearance of  danger  is  able  to  damp  in  a  moment  all  the 
zeal  of  the  free- thinkers,  tells  us,  that  **  a  bare  inquiry 
after  the  printer  of  their  wicked  book  has  frightened  them^ 
and  obliged  the  reputed  author  to  take  a  second  trip  into 
Holland ;  so  great  is  his  courage  to  defend  upon  the  first 
appearance  of  an  opposition.     And  are  not  these  rare 
champions  for  free-thinking  ?     Is  not  their  book  a  demon- 
stration that  we  are  in  possession  of  the  liberty  they  pre- 
tend to  plead  for,  which  otherwise  they  durst  ne^er  have 
writ  ?     And  that  they  would  have  been  as  mute  as  fishes, 
had  they  not  thought  they  could  have  opened  with  impu- 
nity ?"     Hare  afterwards  tells  us,  that  "  the  reputed  au- 
thor of  free-thinking  is,  for  all  he  ever  heard,  a  sober  man, 
thanks  to  his  natural  aversion  to  intemperance ;  and  that," 
he  observed,  **  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  some  others  of 
the  club :"  that  is,  the  club  of  free-thinkers,  which  were 
supposed  to  meet  and  plan  schemes  in  coticert,  for  under- 
mining the  foundations  of  revealed  religion.     The  "  Dis- 
course of  Free-thinking^'  was  reprinted  at  the  Hague,  with 
some  considerable  additions,    in   1713,   12mo,  though  in 
the  title-page  it  is  said  to  be  printed  at  London.     In  this 
edition  the  translations  in  several  places  are  corrected  from 
Bentley^s  remarks ;  and  some  references  are  made  to  those 
remarks,  and  to  Hare's  "  Clergyman's  thanks.'' 

While  this  book  was  circulating  in  England,  and  all 
parties   were  exerting  their   zeal,   either  by   writing   or 
preaching  against  it,  the  author  is  said  to  have  received 
great  civilities  abroad.     From  Holland  be  went  to  Flan- 
ders, and  intended  to  have  visited  Paris ;  but  the  death 
of  a  near  relation  obliged  him  to  return  to  London,  where 
he  arrived  Oct.    18^    1713,    greatly  disappointed   in  not 
having  seen  France,  Italy,  &c.     In  1715  be  retired  into 
the  couitty  of  EsseK,  and  acted  as  a  justice  of  the  peace ^ 
and  deputy-lieutenant. for  the  same  county,  as  he  had  done 
before  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  and  liberty  of  Westmin- 
ster.    The  same  year  he  published  ^^  A  philosophical  in- 
quiry concerning  Human  Liberty :"  which  was  reprinted 
with  some  corrections  in  1717.     Dr.  Samuel  Clarke  wrote 
remarks  upon  this  inquiry,  which  are  subjoined  to  the  col- 
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lection  of  papers  between  him  and  Leibnitz ;  but  CoHini 
did  not  publish  any  reply  on  this  subject,  because,  as  we 
are  told,  though  he  did  not  think  the  doctor  had  the  ad« 
vantage  OTer  him  in  the  dispute,  yet,  as  he  had  repre- 
sented his  opinions  as  dangerous  in  their  consequenbes, 
and  improper  to  be  insisted  on,  Collins  aiFected  to  say  that^ 
after  such  an  insinuation,  he  could  not  proceed  in  the  dis- 
pute upon  equal  terms.  The  inquiry  was  translated  into 
French  by  the  rev.  Mr.  D.  and  printed  in  the  first  volume 
of  Des  Maizeaux's  '^  Recueilde  diverses  pieces  3ur  la  phi- 
losophic, la  religion  naturelle,  &c.  par^M.  Leibnitz,  Clarke, 
Newton,  &c.'*  published  at  Amsterdam  1720,  2  vols.  I2m0. 
In  17  iS  he  was  chosen  treasurer  for  the  county  of  Essex, 
to  the  great  joy,  it  is  said,  of  several  tradesmen  and  others, 
who  had  large  sums  of  money  due  to  them  from  the  said 
county ;  but  could  not  get  it  paid  them,  it  having  been 
embezzled  or  spent  by  their  former  treasurer.  We  are 
told  that  he  supported  the  poorest  of  them  with  his  own 
private  cash,  and  promised  interest  to  others  till  it  could 
b^  raised  to  pay  them:  and  that  in  1722  all  the  debts  were 
by  his  integrity,  care,  and  management  discharged. 

It  has  already  been  observed,  thatjie  published,  in  1724, 
his  ^^  Historical  -and  critical  essay  upon  the  39  Articles, 
&c.*'  The  same  year  he  published  his  famous  book,  called 
**  A  discourse  of  the  grounds  and  reasons  of  the  Christian 
religion,'*  in  two  parts  :  the  first,  containing  some  consider- 
ations on  the  quotations  made  from  the  Old  in  the  -New 
Testament,  and  particularly  on  the  prophecies  cited  from 
'  the  former,  and  said  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  latter.  The  se- 
cond, containing  an  examination  of  the  scheme  advanced 
by  Whiston  in  his  essay  towards  restoring  the  true  text  of 
the  Old  Testament,  and  for  vindicating  the  citations  thence 
made  in  the  New  Testament.  To  which  is  prefixed,  **  An 
apology  for  free  debate  and  liberty  of  writing."  This  dis- 
course was  immediately  attacked  by  a  great  number  of 
books ;  of  which  Collins  has  given  a  complete  list,  at  the 
end  of  the  preface  to  his  "  Scheme  of  li^ral  Prophecy," 
The  most  considerable  were ;  1 .  ^^  A  list  of  suppositions  or 
assertions  iq  the  late  Discourse  of  the  grounds,  &c.  which 
are  not  therein  supported  by  any  real  or  authentic  evi- 
dence ;  for  which  some  such  evidence  is  expected  to  be 
produced.  By  William  Whiston,  M.  A.**  1724,  8vo.  lu 
'  this  piece  Whiston  treats  Collins,  t<rgether  with  Toland, 
in  very  severe  terms,  as  guilty  of  impious  frauds  and  lay- 
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craft.     2,  ^*  The  litieral  accomplishment  of  scripture-pro« 
pbecies,  being  a  full  answer  to  a  late  Discourse  of  the 
grounds,  &c.     By  William  Whiston."     3.  "  A  defence  of 
Christianity  from  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament^ 
wherein  are  considered  all  the  objections  against  this  kind 
of  proof,  advanced  in  a  late  Discourse  of  the  grounds,  jcc- * 
By  Edward  Chandler,  then  bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Co- 
ventry, afterwards  of  Durham.     4.  *^  A  discourse  of  the 
Connection  of  the  Prophecies  in  the  Old  Testament,  and 
applicati<»n  of  them  to  Christ'*     By  Samuel  Clarke,  D.  D. 
rector  of  St.  James's,  Westminster.     This  however  was 
not  intended  for  a  direct  answer  to  Collins's  book,  but  as 
a  suppfement,  occasioned  by  it,  to  ^  proposition  in  Clarke's 
**  Demonstration  of  the  principles  of  natural  and  revealed 
religion  ;"  with  which  it  has  since  been  constantly  printed* 
5.  ^^  An  essay  upon  the  Truth  of  th6  Christian  religion^ 
wherein  its  real  foundation   upon  the  Old  Testament  is 
shewn,  occasioned  by  the  Discourse  of  the  grounds,"  &c. 
By  Arthur  Ashley  Sykes.     Collins  gives  it  as  his  opinion^ 
that  of  all  the  writers  against  the  ^^  Grounds,"  &c.  Sykes 
*alone  has  advanced  a  consistent  scheme  of*  things,  which 
he  has   proposed  with   great  clearness,    politeness,    and 
moderation.     6.  ^^  The  use  and  intent  of  Prophecy  in  the 
several  ages  of  the  church.     In  six  discourses  delivered  at 
the  Temple  church  in  1724."    By  Thomas  Sherlock,  D.D. 
This  was  not  designed  as  an  answer  to  the  ^^  Grounds," 
&c.  but  only  to  throw  light  upon  the  argument  from  pro- 
phecy attacked  by  our  author.     The  reader  will  find  the 
rest  of  the  pieces  written  against  the  '^  Grounds,"  &c. 
enumerated  by  Collins  in  the  place  referred  to  above; 
among  which  are  Sermons,  London  Journals,  Woolston's 
Moderator  between  an  infidel  and  an  apostate,  &c.  amount* 
ing  in  number  to  no  less  than  thirty-five,  including  those 
already  mentioned.     Perhaps*  there  seldom  has   been   a 
book  to  which  so  many  answers  have  been  made  in  so  short 
a  time,  that  is,  within  the  small  compass  of  two  years. 

In  1726  appeared  his  "  Scheme  of  Literal  Prophecycon- 
sidered  ;  in  a  view  of  the  controversy  occasioned  by  a  late 
book,  entitled,  A  Discourse  of  the  Grounds,  &c."  It  was 
printed  at  the  Hague  in  2  vols.  12mo,  and  reprinted  at 
liondon  with  corrections  in  1727,  8vo.  In  this  work  be 
mentions  a  dissertation  he  had  written,  but  never  pub- 
lished, against  Whiston's  "  Vindication  of  the  Sibylline 
oracles ;"  in  which  he  endeavours  to  sbew^  that  those 
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oracles  were  forged  by  the  primitive  Christians,  who  were 
thence  called  Sibyliiiits  by  the  pagans.  He  also  mentions 
a  MS  discourse  of  his  upon  the  miracles  recorded  in  the 
Old  and  New  Testament.  The  **  Scheme  of  Literal  Pro- 
phecy'* had  several  answers  made  to  it:  the  most  con* 
siderable  of  which  are,  1.  '^  A  vindication  of  the  defence 
of  Christianity,  from  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment.'' By  Edward  Chandler,  D.  D. ;  with  a  letter  from 
the  rev.  Mr.  Masson,  concerning  the  religion  of  Macrobius, 
and  his  testimony  touching  the  slaughter  of  the  infants  at 
Bethlehem,  with  a  postscript  upoii  Virgil's  fourth  eclogue, 
1728,  in  2  vols.  8vo.  3.  ^^  The  necessity  of  Divine  Reve^- 
lation,  and  the  truth  of  the  Christian  Revelation  asserted, 
in  eight  sermons.  To  which  is  prefixed  a  preface,  with 
some  remarks  on  a  late  book  entitled  The  Scheme  of  Li- 
teral Prophecy  considered,  &c.  By  John  Rogers,  D.  D." 
1727,  Svo.  3.  *^  A  letter  to  the  author  of  the  London 
Journal,  April  1,  1727,"  written  by  Dr,  Arthur  Ashley 
Sykesi  Collins  replied  to  the  two  last  pieces,  in  **  A  Let- 
ter to  Rogers,  on  occasion  of  his  Eight  Sermons,  &c«  to 
which  is  added,  a  Letter  printed  in  the  London  Journal^ 
April  1,  1727  ;  with  an  answer  to  the  same,  1727."  In 
hi«  '<  Letter  to  Rogers"  he  observes,  that  the  doctor  had 
invited  him  to  martyrdom  in  these  words :  ^<  A  confessor 
or  two  would  be  a  mighty  ornament  to  his  cause.  If  he 
expects  to  convince  us  that  he  is  in  earnest,  and  beli.eves 
himself,  he  should  not  decline  giving  us  this  proof  of  his 
sincerity.  What  will  not  abide  this  trial,  we  shall  suspect 
to  have  but  a  poor  foundation."  These  sentiments.  Coir 
lins  tells  us,  are  in  his  opinion  false,  wicked,  inhuman,  ir- 
religious, inconsistent  with  the  peace  of  society,  and  per- 
sonally injurious  to  the  author  of  the  ^*  Scheme,  &c." 
He  remarki^,  that  it  is  a  degree  of  virtue  to  speak  what  a 
man  thinks,  though  he  may  do  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  avoid 
destruction  of  life  and  fortune,  &c."  He  declares,  that 
the  cause  of  liberty,  which  he  defends,  is  ^'  the  cause  of 
virtue,  learning,  truth,  God,  religion,  and  Christianity ; 
that  it  is  the  political  interest  of  all  countries ;  that  the 
degree  of  it  we  enjoy  in  England  is  the  strength,  orna- 
ment, and  glory  of  our  own ;  that,  if  he  can  contribute  to 
the  defence  of  so  excellent  a  cause,  he  shall  think  he  has 
acted  a  good  part  in  life :  in  short,  it  is  a  cause,"  says  he 
to  Dr.  Rogers,  ^*in  which,  if  your  influence  and  interest 
were  equal  to  your  inclination  to  procure  martyrdom  for 
me,  I  would  rather  suffer^  than  in  any  cause  whatsoever ; 
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though  I  should  be  schtj  that  Christians  should  be  so  weak 
and  inconsistent  With  themselves,  as  to  be  your  instru* 
ments  in  taking  my  life  from  me." 

His  health  began  to  decline  several  years  before  his 
death :  and  he  was  extremely  afflicted  with  the  stone,  which 
at  last  put  an  end  to  his  life,  Dec.  13,  1729 ;  he  was  in- 
terred in  Oxford  chapel.     It  is  remarkable  that  notwith- 
standing the  accusation  of  being  an  enemy  to  religion,  he 
declared,  just  before  his  last  minutes,  ^'  That  as  he  had 
always  endeavoured,  to  the  best  of  his  abilities,  to  serve 
God,  his  king,  and  his  country,  so  he  was  persuaded  he 
was  going  to  that  place  which  God  had  designed  for  them 
that  love  him.''     Presently  after,  he  said,  that  '^  the  ca- 
tholic religion  is  to  love  God,  and  to  love  man ;"  and  he 
advised  such  as  were  about  him  to  have  a  constant  regard 
to  those  principles.     His  library,  which  was  very  large  and 
curious,    was  sold  by  T.  Ballard  in  1730-1.     The  cata- 
logue was  drawn  up  by  Dr.   Sykes.     We  are  told,  tha,t 
^  the  corruption  among  Christians,    and  the  persecuting 
spirit  of,  the  clergy,  had  given  him  a  prejudice  against  the 
Christian  religion ;  and  at  last  induced  him  to  think,  that, 
upon  the  foot  on  which  it  is  at  present,  it  is  pernicious  to 
mankind."     He  has  indeed  given  us  himself  an  unequivocal 
intimation,   that  he  had  actually  renounced  Christianity. 
Thus,  in  answer  to  Rogers,  who  bad  supposed  that  it  was 
men's  lusts  and  passions,   and  not  their  reason,    which 
made  them  depart  from  the  gospel,  he  acknowledges,  that 
^^  it  may  be,  and  is  undoubtedly,  the  case  of  many,  who 
reject  the  gospel^  to  be  influenced  therein  by  their  vices 
and  immoi:aTities.     It  would  be  very  strange,"  says  h^,  **  if 
Christianity,  which  teaches  so  much  good  morality,  and 
so  justly  condemns  divers  vices,  to  which  men  are  prone, 
was  not  rejected  by  some  libertines  on  that  account;  as 
the  several  pretended  revelations,  which  are  established 
throughout  the  world,  are  by  libertines  on  that  very  ac- 
count also.    But  this  cannot  be  the  case  of  all  who  re- 
ject the  gospel.    Some  of  them  who  reject  the  gospel 
lead  as  good  lives  as  those  who  receive  it.     And  I  suppose 
there   is  no  difference  to  the  advantage  of  Christian^ 
in  point  of  morality,  between  them  and  the  Jews,  Ma- 
hometans, heathens,  or  others,  who  reject  Christianity.'* 
But  we  ought  not  to  conclude  this  article  without  remark- 
ing, that  whatever  Mr.  Collinses  character  in  private  life, 
he  was,  at  the  same  time,  ft  most  unfair  writer,    tie 

P2 


6S  COLLINS. 

• 

seemed,  with  all  his  morality,  to  have  very  little  conscience 
in  his  quotations, — adapting  them,  without  scruple,  to  his 
own  purposes,  however  contrary  they  might  be  to  the  ge- 
nuine meaning  of  the  authors  cited,  or  to  the  connection 
in  which  the  passages  referred  to  stood.  So  many  facts  of 
this  kind  were  undeniably  proved  against  him  by  his  ad- 
versaries, that  he  must  ever  be  recorded  as  a  flagrant  in- 
stance of  literary  disingenuity.  Let  these  facts,  which  are 
clearly  proved  by  Leland,  be  compared  with  his  dying  de- 
clarations. In  addition  to  the  answerers  of  Collins,  we 
may  mention  dean  Swift,  in  an  excellent  piece  of  iropy, 
entitled  ^*  Mr.  Collins's  Discourse  of  Freethinking,  put 
into  plain  English,  by  way  of  abstract,  for  the  use  of  th6 
poor,"  ]713,  reprinted  in  Mr.  Nichols's  (edition  of  his 
Works,  vol.  X.  The  twelfth  chapter  also  of  the  "Me- 
moirs of  Martinus  Seriblerus,''  in  Pope's  Works,  is  an 
inimitable  ridicule  on  Collins's  arguments  against  Clarke, 
to  prove  the  soul  to  be  only  a  quality. 

In  July  1698,  when  he  was  just  entered  into  his  23d 
year,  he  married' Martha,  the  daughterof  sir  Francis  Child, 
who  was  the  year  following  lord  mayor  of  London ;  and  by 
her  he  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  elder  of  his 
sons  died  in  his  infancy.  Anthony,  the  younger,  was  bom 
Oct.  1 70] ,  and  was  a  gentleman  of  great  sweetness  of  tem- 
per, a  fine  vinderstanding,  and  of  good  learning.  He  was 
educated  at  Beiie't  college  in  Cambridge,  and  died  uni- 
versally lamented  by  all  that  knew  him,  Dec.  20,  1723. 
The  year  after,  Collins  married  a  second  wife,  namely  Eli- 
zabeth, the  daughter  of  sir  Walter  Wrottesley,  hart,  but 
had  no  children  by  her.  His  daughters  survived  him,  and 
were  unmarried  at  his  death. ' 

COLLINS  (Arthur),  a  laborious  antiquary,  whose 
name  is  familiar  as  the  compiler  of  peerages  and  baronet- 
ages, was  born  in  1682.  He  was  the  son  of  William  Col- 
lins, esq.  gentleman  to  queen  Catherine  in  1669,  but,  as 
he  himself  informs  us,  the  son  of  misfortune,  his  father 
having  run  through  more  than  30,000/.  He  received,  how- 
eveY,  a  libers^  education,  and  from  a  very  early  age  culti- 
vated that  branch  of  antiquities,  to  which  he  dedicated  the 
remainder  of  a  laborious  life.  The  first  edition  of  his  Peer- 
age was  published  as  early  as  170^,.  and  we  have  seen  ano« 

^  Bio;:.  Brit."- J^elaud's  Deistical  Writers.*^ Whiston's  Life.<r-<'uardian,  .8vq 
edit.  1806,  vol.  I.  15  j  II.  254.— Cumfeeriand's  Life,  4lo,  p.  11.— Curll^s;  Col- 
leetioQ  of  JLetters,  kc,  vol.  IV,  p.  29c  ' 
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ther  edition  of  1715,  4  vols.  8vo.  It  afterwards  by  various 
additions,  and  under  other  editors,  was  extended  to  seven 
volumes,  and  with  a  supplement  to  nine.  The  last  and 
most  improved  of  all  was  published  in  1812,  under  the 
care  of  sir  Egerton  Brydges,  whose  attention  to  the  errors 
of  the  preceding  editions  cannot  be  too  highly  praised, 
and  the  additional  articles  more  immediately  from  his  pen 
are  marked  by  elegance  of  style  and  sentiment  and  a  ju3t 
discrimination  of  character.  Mr.  CoUins's  "  Baronetage" 
was  first  published  in  1720  in  two  volumes,  extended  in 
1741  to  five  volumes,  since  when  there  has  been  no  con«> 
tinuation  under  his  name,  but  the  loss  is  amply  supplied 
by  Mr.  Betham^s  very  enlarged  work.  Mr.  CoUins's  other 
publications  are,  1  .**  The  Life  of  Cecil,  Lord  Burleigh," 
1732,  8vo.  2.  "  Life  of  Edward  the  Black  Prince,"  1740, 
8vo,  3.  **  Letters  and  Memorials  of  State,  collected  by 
Sir  Henry  Sidney  and  others,"  1746,  2  vols,  folio.  4.  "  His- 
torical Collections  of  the  Noble  Families  of  Cavendish, 
Holies,  Vere,  Harley,  and  Ogle,"  1^52,  folio.  We  know 
little  of  Mr.  CoUins's  private  life,  unless  whut  is  painful  to 
vecord,  that  he  seldom  received  any  substantial  encourage- 
ment from  the  noble  families  on  whose  history  he  employed 
his  time,  that  he  frequently  laboured  undef  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments, and  as  frequently  experienced  the  nullity  of 
promises  from  his  patrons  among  the  great,  until  atjength 
his  majesty  George  U.  granted  him  a  pension  of  400/.  a 
year,  which,  however,  he  enjoyed  but  a  few  years.  He 
died  March  16,  1760,  at  Battersea,  where  he  was  buried 
on  the  24th<.  He  was  father  of  major-general  Arthur 
Tooker  Collins,  who  died  Jaft.  4,  1793,  leaving  issue  David 
Collins,  esq.  the  subject  of  the  next  article.  * 

COLLINS  (David),  judge  advocate  and  historian  of  the 
new  settlement  in  South  Wales,  the  son  of  gen.  A.  T.  Col- 
lins, and  of  Harriet  Frazer,  of  Pack,  in  the  king's  county, 
Ireland,  was  born  March  3,  1756,  and  received  a  liberal 
education  at  the  gTammar-s^hool  of  Exeter,  where  his 
father  then  resided.  In  1^70  he  was  appointed  lieutenant 
in  the  marines;  and,  in  1772,  was  with  tlie  late  admiral 
M'Bride,  in  the  Southampton  frigate,  when  the  unfortu- 
nate Matilda,  queen  of  Denmark,  was  rescued  from  the 
dangers  that  awaited  her  by  the  energy  of  the  British  go-. 

1  Nicbol8*8  Bowyer.— Gent.  Mag.  vols.  LXIX,  and  LXXXIII,  Part  L— l-y- 
^ons's  Environs;  SuppK  Vol. 
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vernment,  and  conveyed  to  a  place  of  safety  in  tlie  king 
her  brother's  Hanoverian  dominions.  On  that  occasion  he 
commanded  the  guard  that  received  her  majesty,  and  had 
the  honour  of  kissing  her  hand.  In  1775,  he  was  at  the 
battle  of  Bunker's-hill ;  in  which  the  first  battalion  of  ma- 
nneS|  to  which  he  belonged,  so  signally  distinguished  it- 
self, having  its  commanding  officer,  the  gallant  major  Pit- 
caime,  and  a  great  many  officers  and  men,  killed  in  storm- 
ing the  redoubt,  besides  a  very  large  proportion  of  wound- 
ed. In  1777,  he  was  adjutant  of  the  Chatham  division; 
and,  in  1782,  captain  of  marines  on-board  the  Cpurageux, 
of  74  guns,  commanded  by  the  late  lord  Mulgrave,  and 
participated  in  the  partial  action  that  took  place  with  the 
enemy's  fleet,  when  lord  Howe  relieved  Gibraltar.  Re- 
duced to  half-pay  at  the  peace  of  1782,  he  resided  at  Ro- 
chester in  Kent  (having  previously  married  an  American 
lady,  who  survives  him,  but  without  issue) ;  and  on  its 
l>eing  determined  to  found  a  colony,  by  sending  convicts 
to  Botany  Bay,  he  was  appointed  judge  advocate  to  the  in- 
tended settlement,  and  in  that  capacity  sailed  with  governor 
Philip  in  May  1787  (who  also  appointed  him  his  secretary), 
which  situation  he  filled  with  the  greatest  credit  to  himself 
and  advantage  to  the  colony,  until  his  return  to  England  in 
1797.  The  History  of  the  Settlement,  which  he  soon  after 
published,  followed  by  a  second  volume,  is  a  work  abound- 
ing with  information,  highly  interesting,  and  written  with 
the  utmost  simplicity.  The  appointment  of  judge  advo- 
cate, however,  proved  eventually  injurious  to  his  real  in- 
terests. While  absent,  he  had  been  passed  over  when  it 
came  to  his  turn  to  be  put  on  full  pay ;  nor  was  he  per- 
mitted to  return  to  England  to  reclaim  his  rank  in  the  corps : 
nor  could  he  ever  obtain  any  effectual  redress ;  but  was 
afterwards  compelled  to  come  in  as  junior  captain  of  the 
corps,  though  with  his  proper  rank  in  the  army,  and  died 
a  captain  instead  of  a  colonel-commandant,  his  rank  in  the 
army  being  merely  brevet.  He  had  then  the  mortification 
of  finding  that,  after  ten  years'  distinguished  service  in  the 
'  infancy  of  a  colony,  and  the  sacrifice  of  every  real  com- 
fort, his  only  reward  had  been  the  loss  of  many  years'  rank, 
a  vital  injury  to  an  officer.  A  remark  which  his  wounded 
feelings  wrung  from  him  at  the  close  of  the  second  volume 
of  his  History  of  the  Settlement,  appears  to  have  awakened 
the  sympathy  of  those  in  power ;  and  he  was,  almost  im- 
mediately after  its  publication,  oflfered  the  government  of 
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the  projeeted  settlement  on  Van  Diemen's  Itnd,  which  he 
accepted,  and  sailed  once  more  for  that  quarter  of  the 
globe^  where  he  founded  his  new  colony ;  struggled  with 
great  difficulties,  which  he  overcame ;  and,  after  remain- 
ing  there  eight  years,  was  enjoying  the  flourishing,  state 
his  exertions  had  produced,  when  he  died  suddenly,  after 
a  few  days'  confinement  from  a  slight  cold,  on  the  24th  of 
March,  1810.^ 

COLLINS  (John),  an  eminent  accomptant  and  mathe- 
matician, was  the  son  of  a  nonconformist  divine,  and  born 
at  Wood  Eaton  near  Oxford  in  March  1624.     At  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  was  put  apprentice  to  a  bookseller  in  Ox- 
ford ;  but  soon  left  that  trade,  and  was  employed  as  clerk 
under  Mr.  John  Mar,  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  kitchen  to 
prince  Charles,  afterwards  Charles  IL    This  Mar  was  emi- 
nent for  his  mathematical  knowledge,  and  constructed  those 
excellent  dials  with  which  the  gardens  of  Charles  L  were 
adorned :  and  under  him  Collins  made  no  small  progress  in 
the  mathematics.    The  intestine  troubles  increasing,  he 
left  that  employment  and  went  to  sea,  where  he  spent  the 
greatest  part  of  seven  years  in  an  English  merchantman^ 
which  became  a  man  of  ^ar  in  the  Venetian  service  against 
the  Turks.     Here  having  leisure,  he  applied  himself  to 
merchants  accompts,  and  some  parts  of  the  mathematics, 
for  which  he  had  a  natural  turn  ;  and  on  coming  home,  he 
took  to  the  profession  of  an  accomptant,  and  composed 
several  useful  treatises  upon  practical  subjects.    In  1652 
he  published  a  work  in  folio,  entitled  *^  An  Introduction 
to  Merchants*  Accompts,*'  which  was  reprinted  in   1665, 
with  an  additional  part,  entitled  ^*  Supplements  to  accomp- 
tantship  and  arithmetic."     A  part  of  this  work,  relating  to 
interest,  was  reprinted  in  1685,  in  a  small  8vo  volume.     In 
1658  he  published  in  4to,  a  treatise  called  '^The  Sector 
on  a  Quadrant ;  containing  the  description  and  use  of  four 
several  quadrants,  each  accommodated  for  the  making  of 
sun-dials,  &c.  with  an  appendix  concerning  reflected  dial- 
ling, from  a  glass  placed  at  any  reclination."     In  1659, 
4to,  he  published  his  **  Geometrical  dialling ;" .  and  also 
the  same  year,  his  '^  Mariner's  plain.  Scale  new  plained.'* 
In  the  Philosophical  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society,  of 
which  he  was  now  become  a  member,  he  fully  explained 
and  demonstrated  the  rule  given  by  the  Jesuit  De  Billy> 

1  Geot  Mag.  1310.  Part  II. 
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for  **  finding  the  number  of  the  Julian  period  for  any  year 
assigned,  the  cycles  of  the  sun  and  moon,  with  the  Roman 
indiction  for  the  years  being  given/'     To  this  he  has 
added  some  very  neatly-contrived  rules  for  the  ready  find- 
•    ing  on  what  day  of  the  week  any  day  of  the  month  falls  for 
ever  ;  and  other  useful  and  necessary  kalendar  rales.     In 
the  same  Transactions  he  has  a  curious  dissertation  con- 
cerning the  resolution  of  equations  in  numbers.     In  No. 
69  for  March  167 1,  he  has  given  a  most  elegant  construc- 
tion of  that  chorographical  problem,  namely  :  "  The  dis- 
tances of  three  objects  in  the  same  plane,  and  the  angles 
made  at  a  fourth  place  in  that  plane,  by  observing  each 
object,  being  given  ;  to  find  the  distances  of  those  objects 
from  the  place  of  observation  ?'*     In  1680  he  published  a 
SDUiU  treatise  in  4to,  entitled  **  A  Plea  for  the  bringing  in 
of  Irish  cattle,  and  keeping  out  the  fish  caught  by  foreign- 
ers ;  together  with  an  address  to  the  members  of  parlia- 
ment of  the  counties  of  Cornwall  and  Devon,  about  the 
advancement  of  tin,  fishery,  and  divers  manufactures."    In 
11682   he   published  in   4to,    **  A  discourse  of  Salt  and 
tlFishery  ;'*  and  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  No.  159, 
for  May  1 684,  is  published  a  letter  of  his  to  Dr.  JohnWallis, 
on  some  defects  in  algebra.  Besides  these  productions  of  his 
own,  he  was  the  chief  promoter  of  many  other  valuable . 
publications  in  his  time.     It  is  to  him  that  the  world  is  in- 
debted for  the  publication  of  Barrow's  ^^  Optical  and  geome- 
trical lectures;"  his  abridgment  of  "Archimedes's  works," 
and  of  *^  Apollonius's  Conies ;"  Branker's  translation  of 
**  Rhonius's  Algebra,  with  Pell's  additions ;"   "  Kersey's 
Algebra ;"  Wallis's  History  of  Algebra ;"  "  Strode  of  Com- 
binations ;"  and  many  ether  excellent  work9^  which  were 
procured  by  his  unwearied  solicitations. 

While  Anthony  earl  of  Shaftesbury  was  lord  chancellor, 
he  nominated  Collins,  in  divers  references  concerning  suits 
depending  in  chancery  about  intricate  accounts,  to  assist 
in  the  stating  thereof.  From  this  time  his  talents^  were  in 
request  in  other  places,  and  by  other  persons ;  by  which 
he  acquired,  says  Wood,  some  wealth  and  much  fame,  and 
became  accounted,  in  matters  of  that  nature,  the  most 
useful  and  necessary  person  of  his  time ;  and  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  he  was  made  accomptant  to  the  royal  fishery 
company.  In  1682,  after  the  act  at  Oxford  was 'finished, 
he  rode  from  thence  to  Malmesbury  in  Wiltshire,  in  order 
to  view  the  ground  to  be  cut  for  a  river  between  the  Ibis 
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and  tlie  Avon ;  but  drinking  too  freely  of  cyder,  when 
overrbeated,  he  fell  into  a  consumption,  of  which  he  died 
Nov.  10,  1683.     About  twenty-five  years  after  his ^death, 
all  his  papers  and  most  of  his  books  came  into  the  hands  of 
the  learned  and  ingenious  William  Jones,  esq.  fellow  of  the   . 
Royal  Society;  and  father  to  the  more  celebrated  sir  Wm. 
Jones  ;  among  which  were  found  manuscrip^ts  upon  mathe-- 
matical  subjects  of  Briggs,  Oughtred,  Peil,  Scarborough, 
Barrow,  and  Newton,  with  a  multitude  of  letters  received 
from,  and  copies  of  letters  sent  to,  mkny  learned  persons, 
particularly  Pell,  Wallis,  Barrow,  Newton,  James  Gregory, 
Flamstead,  Townley,    Baker,  Barker,  Branker,  Bernard, 
Slusius,  Leibnitz,  Ischirphaus,  father  Bertet,  and  others. 
From  these  papers  it  is  evident,  that  Collins  held  a  con-* 
stant  correspondence  for  many  years  with  all  the  eminent 
mathematicians  of  bis  time,  and  spared  neither  pains  nor 
cost  to  procure  what  was  requisite  to  promote  real  science. 
Many  of  the  late  discoveries  in  physical  knowledge,  if  not 
actually  made,  were  yet  brought  about  by  his  endeavours.^ 
Thus,  in  1666,  be  had  under  consideration  the  manner  of 
dividing  the  meridian  line  on  the  true  nautical  chart ;  a 
prpblem  of  the  utmost  consequence  in  navigation:  and 
some  time  after  he  engaged  Mercator,  Gregory,  Barrow, 
Newton,  and  Wallis,  severally,  to  explain  and  find  an  easy 
practical   method  of  doing  it;    which  excited  Leibnitz, 
Halley,  Bernoulli,  and  all  who  had  capacity  to  think  upon 
such  a  subject,  to  give  their  solutions  of  it :  and  by  this 
means  the  practice  of  that  most  useful  proposition  is  re*- 
duced  to  the  greatest  simplicity  imaginable.   He  employed 
some  of  the  same  persons  upon  the  shortening  and  facili^ 
tating  the  method  of  computations  by  logarithms,  till  at 
last  that  whole  affair  was  completed  by  Halley.     It  was 
Collins  who  engaged  all  that  were  able  to  make  any  ad- 
vances in  the  sciences,  in  a  strict  inquiry  into  the  several 
parts  of  learning,  for  which  each  had  a  peculiar  talent ;  and 
assisted  them  by  shewing  where  the  defect  was  in  any 
useful  branch  of  knowledge ;  by  pointing  out  the  difficul- 
ties attending  such  an  inquiry ;  by  setting  forth  the  ad- 
vantages of  completing  that  subject ;  and  lastly,  by  keep- 
ing up  the  spirit  of  research  and  improvement. 

Collins  was  likewise  the  register  of  all  the  new  improve^ 
ments  made  in  the  mathematical  science ;  the  magazine, 
to  which  all  the  curious  had  recourse ;  and  the  common 
repository,  where  every  part  of  useful  knowledge  was  to 
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be  found.  It  was  upon  this  account  that  the  learned  styled 
him  <'  the  English  MersenusJ'  If  some  of  his  correspond- 
ents had  not  obliged  him  to  conceal  their  communications^ 
there  could  have  been  no  dispute  about  the  priority  of  the 
invention  of  a  method  of  analysis,  the  honour  of  which  evi- 
dently belongs  to  the  great  Newton.  This  appears  unde- 
niably from  the  papers  printed  in  the  ^<  Commercium  epis- 
tolicum  D.  Joannis  Collins  &  aliorum  de  analysi  promota : 
jussu  societatis  regise  in  lucem  editum,  1712,**  in  4to.  ^ 

COLLINS   (Wiluam),    an  unfortunate  but  excellent 
English  poet,  was  born  at  Chichester,  Dec.  25,  about  1720, 
the  son  of  a  reputable  hatter  in  that  ciiy.     In  173S  he  was 
admitted  scholar  of  Winchester  college  under.  Dr.  Burton, 
and  at  nineteen  was  elected  upon  the  foundation  to  New- 
college  in  Oxford.     He  was  first  upon  the  list;  and,  in 
order  to  wait  for  a  vacancy  in  that  society,  was  admitted  a* 
commoner  of  Queen's  college  in  the  same  university ;  but 
no  such  vacancy  occurring,  his  tutor,  very  sensible  of  his 
desert,  recommended  him  to  the  society  of  Magdalen  ;  and 
this  recommendation,  backed  by  an  uncommon  display  of 
genius  and  learning  ih  the  exercises  performed  on  the  oc- 
casion, procured  him  to  be  elected  a  demy  of  that  college 
in  July  1741.     During  his  residence  in  this  place,  which 
was  till  he  had  taken  a  bachelor's  degree,  he  applied  him- 
self to  poetry,  and  published  an  epistle  to  sir  Thomas  Han-> 
mer  on  his  edition  of  Shakspeare,  and  the  **  Persian,' '  or,  as 
they  have  been  since  entitled,  **  Oriental  Eclogues,"  which, 
notwithstanding  their  merit,  were  not  attended  with  any 
great  success ;  and  it  was  objected  to  them,  that  though 
the  scenery  and  subjects  are  oriental,  the  style  and  colour- 
ing are  purely  EuVopean.     Of  the  force  of  this  objection, 
Mr.  Collins  himself  became  sensible  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  life.     Yet  tlieir  poetical  merit  is  very  great ;  and  Dr. 
Langhorne  has  not  scrupled  to  essert,  *^  that  in  simplicity 
of  description  and  expression,  in  delicacy  and  softness  of 
numbers,  and  in  natural  and  unaffected  tenderness,  they 
are  not  to  be  equalled  by  any  thing  of  the  pastoral  kind  in 
the  English  language." 

About  1744  he  suddenly  left  the  university,  and  came 
*o  London,  a  literary  adventurer,  with  many  projects  in 
his  head,  and  very  little  money  in  his  pocket.     He  design- 

1  Biog.  Brit.-*Ward'8  Qresbam  ProfeMOri.— Martians  Biog.  Pbilos.^Atb* 
Ox.  vol.  II. 
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ed  many  works,  but  either  had  not  perseverance  in  him- 
self, or  the  frequent  calls  of  immediate  necessity  broke  his 
schemes,  and  suffered  him  to  pursue  no  settled  purpose. 
Among  other  designs  he  published  proposals  for  a  *^  His- 
tory of  the  Revival  of  Learning  ;**  and  Dr.  Johnson  has 
heard  him  speak  with  great  kindness  of  Leo  X.  and  with 
keen  resentment  of  his  tasteless  successor.  But  probably 
not  a  page  of  the  history  was  ever  written.  He  also 
planned  several  tragedies,  «but  he  only  planned  them.  Yet 
diere  were  times  when  his  poetical  genius  triumphed  over 
his  indolence ;  and  produced  in  1746,  bis  <^  Odes  descrip- 
tive  and  allegorical."  The  success  of  this  publication  was 
inferior  to  that  of  the  Oriental  Eclogues.  Mr.  Millar,  the 
bookseller,  gave  the  author  a  handsome  price,  as  poems 
were  then  estimated,  for  the  copy,  but  the  sale  of  them 
was  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  expence  of  printing.  Mr. 
Collins,  justly  offended  at  the  bad  taste  of  the  public,  as 
soon  as  it  was  in  his  power,  returned  Mn  Millar  the  copy- 
money,,  indemnified  him  for  the  losii  he  had  sustained,  and 
consigned  the  unsold  part  of  the  impression  to  the  flames. 
Highly  as  Mr.  Collinses  Odes  deserved  a  superior  fate,  it  is 
not  surprising  that  they  were  not  popular  at  their  first  ap- 
pearance. Allegorical  and  abstracted  poetry  is  not  suited 
to  the  bulk  of  readers. 

About  this  time  T>L  Johnson  fell  into  his  company,  who 
tells  us,  that  ^*  the  appearance  of  Collins  was  decent  and 
manly ;  his  knowledge  considerable,  his  views  extensive, 
his  conversation  elegant,  and  his  disposition  cheerful.  /By 
degrees,"  adds  the  doctoi',  ^^  I  gained  his  confidence  ;  and 
one  day  was  adaiitted  to  him  when  he  was  immured  by  a 
bailiff,  that  was  prowling  in  the  street.  On  this  occasion 
recourse  was  had  to  the  booksellers,  who,  on  the  credit  of 
a  translation  of  *  Aristotle^s  Poetics,'  which  he  engaged  to 
write  with  a  large  commentary,  advanced  as  much  money 
as  enabled  him  to  escape  into  the  country.  He  shewed 
me  the  guineas  safe  in  his  hand.  Soon  afterwards  his  uncle, 
Mr.  Martin,  a  lieutenant-colonel,  left  him  about  2000/.  a 
sum  which' Collins  could  scarcely  think  exhaustible,  and 
which  he  did  not  live  to  exhaust.  The  guineas  were  then 
repaid ;  and  the  translation  neglected.  But  man  is  not 
born  for  happiness  :  Collins,  who,  while  he  studied  to  live, 
felt  no  evil  but  poverty,  no  sooner  lived  to  study,  than  his 
life  was  assailed  by  more  dreadful  calamities,  disease  and 
insanity," 
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Dr.  Johnson^s  character  of  him,  while  it  was  distinctly 
impressed  upon  that  exceUent  writer's  memory,  it  here  at 
large  inserted  :  **  Mr.  Collins  was  a  man  of  extensive  li- 
terature,  and  of  vigorous  faculties.  He  was  acquainted^ 
not  only  with  the  learned  tongues,  but  with  the  Italian, 
French,  and  Spanish  languages.  He  had  employed  his 
xnind  chiefly  upon  works  of  fiction,  and  subjects  of  fancy  ; 
and  by  indulging  some  peculiar  habits  of  thought,  was 
eminently  delighted  with  thoseflights  of  imagination  which 
pass  the  bounds  of  nature,  and  to  which  the  mind  is  re- 
conciled only  by  a  passive  acquiescence  in  popular  tra« 
ditions.  He  loved  fairies,  genii,  giants,  and  monsters; 
he  delighted  to  rove  through  the  meanders  of  enchant- 
ment, to  gaze  on  the  magnificence  of  golden  palaces,  to 
repose  by  the  water-falls  of  Elysian  gardens.  This  was, 
however,  the  character  rather  of  his  inclination  than  his 
genius;  the  grandeur  of  wildness,  and  the  novelty  of  ex* 
travagance,  were  always  desired  by  hitn,  but  were  not 
always  attained.  Yet  as  diligence  is  never  wholly  lost ;  if 
his  efforts  sometimes  caused  harshness  and  obscurity,  they 
likiewise  produced  in  happier  moments  sublimity  and  splen- 
dour. This  idea  which  he  had  formed  of  excellence,  led 
him  to  Oriental  fictions  and  allegorical  imagery ;  and, 
perhaps,  while  he  was  intent  upon  description,  he  did  not 
sufficiently  cultivate  sentiment.  Hl^  poems  are  the  pro- 
ductions of  a  mind  not  deficient  in  fire,  nor  unfurnished 
with'knowledge  either  of  books  or  life,  but  somewhat  ob- 
struv:ted  in  its  progress  by  deviation  in  quest  of  mistaken 
beauties.  His  morals  were  pure,  and  his  opinions  pious  : 
in  a  long  continuance  of  poverty,  and  long  habits  of  dissi- 
pation, it  cannot  be  expected  that  any  character  should 
be  exactly  uniform.  There  is  a  degree  of  want  by  which 
the  freedom  of  agency  is  almost  destroyed ;  and  long  as- 

,  sociation  with  fortuitous  companions  will  at  last  relax  the 
stricitness  of  truth,  and  abate  the  fervour  of  sincerity. 
That  this  man,  wise  and  virtuous  as  he  was,  passed  always 
unentangled  through  the  snares  of  life,  it  would  be  pre- 
judice and  temerity  to  affirm  ;  but.it  may  be  said  that  at 
least  he  preserved  the  source  of  action  unpolluted,  that 

'  his  principles  were  never  shaken,  that  his  distinctions  of 
right  and  wrong  were  never  confounded,  and  that  his  faults 
liad  nothing  of  malignity  or  design,  but  proceeded  from 
some  unexpected  pressure,  or  casual  temptation.  The 
latter  part  of  his  life  cannot  be  remembered  but  with  pity 
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and  sadness.  He  languished  some  years  under  that  de- 
pression of  mind  which  enchains  the  faculties  without  de- 
stroying them,  and  leaveis  reason  the  knowledge  of  right 
without  the  power  of  pursuing  it.  These  clouds  which 
be  perceived  gathering  on  his  intellects,  he  endeavoured 
to  disperse  by  travel,  and  passed  into  France  ;  but  found 
himself  constrained  to  yield  to  his  malady,  and  returned^ 
He  was  for  some  tinie  confined  in  a  house  of  lunatics,  and 
afterwards  retired  to  the  care  of  hi»  sister  in  Chichester  ^, 
where  death,  in  1756,  came  to  his  relief.  After  bis  return 
from  France,  the  writer  of  this  character  paid  him  a  visit 
at  Islington,  where  be  was  waiting  for  his  sister,  whom 
he  had  directed  to  meet  him  :  there  was  then  nothing  of 
disorder  discernible  in  his  mind  by  any  but  himself;  but 
he  had  withdrawn  from  study,  and  travelled  with  no  other 
book  than  an  English  Testament,  such  as  children  carry 
icL  the  school :  when  his  friend  took  it  into  his  hand  out 
of  curiosity,  to  see  what  companion  a  man.  of  letters  had 
chosen :  ^  I  have  but  one  book,'  says  Collins,  ^  but  that 
is  the  best/  Such  was  the  fate  of  CoUius,  with  whom  I 
once  delighted  to  converse,  and  whom  I  yet.  remember  with 
tenderness.  He  was  visited  at  Chichestet*  in  his  last  illness 
by  his  learned  friends  Dr.  Warton  and  his  brother^  to  whom 
he  spokb  with  disapprobation  of  his  '  Oriental  £clogues,' 
as  not  sufficiently  expressive  of  Asiatic  manners,  and  called 
them  hi»  *  Irish  Eclogues.'  He  shewed  them,  ajt  the 
same  time,  an  ode  inscribed  to  Mr.  John  Hume^  '  On 
the  Superstitions  of  the  Highlands ;'  which  they  thought 
superior  tff  his  other  works,  but  which  no .  search  has 
yet  found.  His  disorder  was  not  alienation  of  mind,  but 
general  laxity  and  feebleness,  a  deficiency  rather  gf  his 
vital  than  intellectual  powers.  What  he  spoke  wanted  nei- 
ther judgment  nor  spirit ;  but  a  few  minutes  exhausted  him, 
so  that  he  was  forced  to  rest  upon  the  couch^  till  a  short  ces« 
sation  restored  his  powers,  and  he  was  again  able  to  talk  with 
his  former  vigour.  The  approaches  of  this  dreadful  malady 
he  began  to  feel  soon  after  his  uncle's  death.;,  and  with 
the  usual  weakness  of  men  so  diseased,  eagerly  snatched 
that  temporary  relief  with  which  the  table  and  the  bottle 
flatter  at)d  seduce.  But  his  health  continually  declined| 
and  he  grew  more  and  more  burthensome  to  himself. 

'    *  Mrs.  Dtnitifbrd,  wife  of  I)r.  Durnford.    He  expired  in  her  anns.    This  lady 
died  in  1789.  *       . 
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**  To  what  I  have  formerly  said  of  his  writings  ihky  he 
added^  that  his  diction  was  often  harsh,  unskilfully  laboured, 
and  injudiciously  selected.  He  affected  the  obsolete  when 
it  was  not  worthy  of  revival ;  and  he  puts  his  words  out  of 
the  common  order,  seeming  to  think,  with  some  later  can<* 
didated  for  fame,  that  not  to  write  prose  is  certainly  to 
write  poetry.  His  lines  commonly  are  of  slow  motion, 
clogged  and  impeded  with  clusters  of  consonants.  As 
men  are  often  esteemed  who  cannot  be  loved,  so  the  poe* 
try  of  Collins  may  sometimes  extort  praise  when  it  gives 
little  pleasure  *•" 

From  this  opinion  of  CoUins's  genius  many  critics  have 
differed,  whose  more  favourable  sentiments  appear  to  have 
revived  his  reputation  of  late  years ;  and  Mrs.  Barbauld's 
prefatory  Essay  to  an  elegant  edition  of  his  works,  pub- 
lished in  1797,  has  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  same 
effect.  It  is  necessary,  however  to  add,  that  the  Ode  on 
the  ^^  Superstitions  ot  the  Highlands,'"  mentioned  in  Dr. 
Johnson's  account  as  having  been  lost,  has  been  recovered. 
The  manuscript,  in  Mr.  CoUins's  hand-writing,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Dr.  Alexander  Carlyle,  among  the  papers  of 
a  friend  of  his  and  Mr.  John  Home's,  who  died  in  1754. 
Soon  after  Dr.  Carlyle  found  the  poem,  he  shewed  it  to 
Mr.  Home,  who  told  him  that  it  had  been  addressed  to  him 
by  Mr.  Collins,  on  his  leaving  London  in  the  year  1749, 
and  that  it  was.  hastily  composed  and  incorrect  This  is 
apparent  from  the  ode  itself.  It  is  evidently  the  prima  cura 
of  the  poem,  as  will  easily  be  perceived  from  the  altera- 
tions made  in  the  manuscript,  by  the  blotting  out  of  many 
lines  and  words,  and  the  substitution  of  others.  In  parti- 
cular, the  greatest  part  of  the  twelfth  stanza  is  modelled  in 
that  manner.  The  poem,  which  is  entitled  ^VAn  Ode  on 
the  Popular  Superstitions  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland, 
considered  as  the  subject  of  Poetry,"  was  first  published  in 
the  first  volume  of  the  ^^  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  Edinburgh,"  with  the  fifth  stanza  and  part  of  the  sixth, 
which  were  lost,  supplied  by  Mr.  Mackenzie.  Though 
there  are  evident  proofs  that  it  was  hastily  composed,  it 
evinces,  at  the  same  time,  the  vigour  of  the  author's  ima- 
gination, and  the  ready  command  he  possessed  of  harmo- 
nious numbers.    The  construction  of  the  stanza  is  different 

'  *  By  two  letters  from  Dr.  Johnton,  In  Woell'f  Life  of  Warton,  p.  219.  839. 
it  appears  that  he  had  a  great  regard  for  Collins,  i^  was  deeply  affected  hy  has 
misfortunes. 
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from  what  Mr.  Collins  has  used  on  aiiy  former  occasion^ 
not  perfectly  pleasing,  and  too  operose  and  formal.  That 
the  poem  is  highly  beautiful,  eviery  man  of  taste  must 
strongly  feel ;  but  still  there  will  probably  be  found  per- 
sons who  will  give  the  preference  to  the  '^  Ode  upon  the 
Passions*.'* 

In  1795  a  monument  of  exquisite  workmanship  was 
erected  by  public  subscription  to  the  memory  of  Collins, 
the  whole  executed  by  Flaxman,  with  an  epitaph  by  Mr. 
Hayley.  * 

COLLINSON    (Peter),    was   an  ingenious  botanist, 
whose  family  is  of  ancient  standing  in  the  north.     Peter 
and  James  were  the  great  grandsons  of  Peter  Collinson, 
who  lived  on  his  paternal  estate  called  Hugal-Hall,  or 
Height  of  Hugal,  near  Windermere  Lake,  in  the  parish  of 
Stavely,  about  ten  miles  from  Kendal  in  Westmoreland. 
Peter,  who  was  born  Jan.  14,  1693-4,  whilst  a  youth,  dis- 
covered his  attachment  to  natural  history.     He  began  early 
to  make  a  collection  of  dried  specimens  of  plants ;  had  ac« 
cess  to  the  best  gardens  at  that  time  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  London ;  and  became  early  acquainted  with  the  most 
eminent  naturalists  of   his  time;    the    doctors  Derham, 
Woodward,  Dale,  Lloyd,  and  Sloane,  were  amongst  his 
friends.     Among  the  great  variety  of  articles  which  form 
that  superb  collection,  now  (by  the  wise  disposition  of  sir 
Hans  Sloane  and  the  munificence  of  parliament)  the  British 
Museum,  small  was  the  number  of  those  with  whose  history 
Collinson  was  not  well  acquainted,  he  being  one  of  those 
few  who  visited  sir  Hans  at  all  times  familiarly ;  their  incli- 
nations and  pursuits  in  respect  to  natural  history  being  the 
same,  a  firm  friendship  had  early  been  established  between 
them.  Peter  Collinson  was  elected  F.  R.  S.  Dec.  12,  1728 ; 
and  perhaps  was  one  of  the  most  diligent  and  useful  mem- 
bers, not  only  in  supplying  them  with  many  curious  ob- 
servations, but  in  promoting  and  preserving  a  most  exten- 
sive correspondence  with  learned  and  ingenious  foreigners, 
in  all  countries,  and  on  every  useful  subject     Besides  his 
attention  to  natural  history,  he  minuted  every  striking  hint 

•  It  may  he  necessary  to  guard  the  the  first  time,  although  the  geouinc  Ode 

Reader  against  a  spvrieuseditian  of  the  had  appeared  in  the  Transactions  of 

'<  Ode  en  the  Saperttitions/'  published  the  Royal  Seciety  of  Edinburgh. 
in  London  in  17S8, 4to,  pretendedty  for 

1  Biog.  Brit — Johnson's  lives  of  the  Poets. — Censura  Lit.  vol.  I.  and  VI.-t> 
Seward's  Anecdotes,  vol.  II.  p.  383.«*Tnin8.  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinbuiglk 
vol.  L— Gent,  Mag.  LX\'. 
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tliat  occurred  either  in  reading  or  conversation ;  and  from 
this  source  he  derived  much  information,  as  there  were 
very  few  men  of  learning  and  ingenuity,  who  were  not  of 
his  acquaintance  at  home;  and  most  foreigners  of  emi- 
nence in  natural  history,  or  in  arts  and  sciences,  were  re-- 
commended  to  his  notice  and  friendship.  His  diligence 
and  economy  of  time  was  such,  that  though  he  never  ap- 
peared to  be  in  a  hurry,  he  maintained  an  extensive  cor- 
respondence with  great  punctuality ;  acquainting  the 
learned  and  ingenious  in  distant  parts  of  the  globe,  with 
the  discoveries  and  improvements  in  natural  history  in  this 
country,  and  receiving  the  like  information  from  the  most 
eminent  persons  in  almost  every  other.  His  correspond- 
ence with  the  ingenious  Cadwallader  Golden,  esq.  of  New- 
York,  and  the  celebrated  Dr.  Franklin  of  Philadelphia, 
furnish  instances  of  the  benefit  resulting  from  his  attention 
to  all  improvements.  The  latter  of  these  gentlemen  com- 
municated his  first  essays  on  electricity  to  Collinson,  in  a 
series^  of  letters,  which  were  then  published,  and  have 
been  reprinted  in  a  late  edition  of  Ihe  doctor's  works.  Per- 
haps, at  the  present  period,  the  account  procured  of  the 
management  of  sheep  in  Spaln^  published  in  the  Gentle^* 
man's  Magazine  for  May  and  June  1764,  may  not  be  con- 
sidered among  the  least  of  the  benefits  accruing  from  hi& 
extensive  and  inquisitive  correspondence.  His  conversa- 
tion, cheerful  and  usefully  entertaining,  rendered  his  ac- 
quaintance much  desired  by  those  who  had  a  relish  for 
natural  history,  or  were  studious  in  cultivating  rural  im- 
provements ;  and  secured  him  the  intimate  friendship  of 
some  of  the  most  eminent  personages  in  this  kingdom,  as 
distinguished  by  their  taste  in  planting  and  horticulture, 
as  by  their  rank  and  dignity.  He  was  the  first  who  intro- 
duced the  great  variety  of  tr^es  and  shrubs,  which  are  now 
the  principal  ornaments  of  every  garden ;  and  it  was  owing 
to  his  indefatigable  industry,  that  so  many  persons  of  the 
iirst  distinction  are  now  enabled  to  behold  groves  trans- 
planted from  the  Western  continent  flourishing  so  luxu- 
riantly in  their  several  domains,  as  if  they  were  already 
become  indigenous  to  Britain.  He  had  some  correspond- 
ents in  almost  every  nation  in  Europe ;  some  in  Asia,  and. 
even  at  Pekin,  who  all  transmitted  to  him  the  most  valua- 
ble  seeds  they  could  collect,  in  return  for  the  treasures  of 
America;  Linnaeus,  during  his  residence  in  England,  coti- 
tracted  an  intimate  friendship  with  Mr.  Collinson,  which 
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Wfts  reciprocally  increased  by  a  multitude  of  good  offices^ 
and  continued  to  the  last.     Besides  his  attachment  to  na- 
tural history,  he  was  very  converssint  in  the  antiquities  of 
our  own  country,  having  been  elected  F.  S.  A.  April  7, 
1737 ;  and  he  supplied  the  society  with  many  curious  arti-^ 
cles  of  intelligence,  and  observations  respecting  both  our 
own  and  other  countries.    In  the  midst  of  all  these  engage* 
ments,  he  was  a  mercer  by  trade,  and  lived  at  the  Red 
Lion,  in  Gracechurch-street.     His  person  was  rather  short 
than  tall ;  he  had  a  pleasing  and  social  aspect ;  of  a  temper 
open  and  communicative,  capable  of  feeling  for  distress, 
and  ready  to  relieve  and  sympathize.     Excepting  some 
attacks  of  the  gout,  he  enjoyed,  in  general^  perfect  health 
and  great  equality  of  spirits,  and  had  arrived  at  his  75th 
year;  when,  being  on  a  visit  to  lord  Petre,  for  whom  he 
had  a  singular  regard,  he  was  seized  with  a  total  suppres- 
sion of  urine,  which,  baffling  every  attempt  to  relieve  it, 
provefd  fatal  Aug.  1 1,  1768.    Mr.  Coliinson  left  behind  him 
many  materials  for  the  improvement  of  natural  history ; 
and  the  present  refined  taste  of  horticulture  may  in  some 
respects  be  attributed  to  his  industry  and  abilities.     He 
married,  in  1724,  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Michael  Russell, 
esq.  of  Mill  Hill,  with  whom  he  lived  very  happily  tjll  her 
death,  in  1753.     He  left  issue  a  son,  named  Michael,  who 
resided  at  Mill  Hill,  and  died  Aug.  11,    1735,  whose  son 
is  still  living;  and  a  daughter,  Mary,  married  to  the  late 
John  Cator,  esq.  of  Beckenham,  in  Kent.     Both  his  chil- 
dren inherited  much  of  the  taste  and  amiable  disposition  of 
their  father.^ 

COLLIUS  {Francis),  a  doctor  of  the  Ambrosian  col- 
lege at  MUan,  and  grand  penitentiary  of  that  diocese,  who 
died  in  1640,  at  a  very  advanced  age,  made  himself  fa- 
mous by  a  treatise  *^  De  Aiiimabus  Paganorum,^'  published 
in  two  volumes  4to  at  Milan,  in  1622  and  1623.  He 
here  examines  into  the  final  state  in  the  world  to  come  of 
several  illustrious  pagans,  and  hazards  bold  and  ingenious 
conjectures  on  matters  far  beyond  the  reach  of  his  intel- 
lect. He  saves  the  Egyptian  mid.wives,  the  queen  of 
Sheba,  Nebuchadnezzar,  &c,  and  does  not  despair  of  the 
salvation  of  the  seven  sages  of  Greece,  nor  of  that  of  So- 
crates ;  but  condemns  Pythagoras,  Aristotle,  and  several 

■  From  *'  Some  Account  of  the  late  Peter  ColliDson,"  by  Dr.  Fothergill  and 
Michael  CollinS0Q|  esq.  his  nephew,  1770,  4to. — Biog  Brit. — Nichols's  Bowyer. 
«i*Lett8on*8  Memoiri  of  Fothergill.— Gent.  Mag^  vol.  LXXXII.  part  I,  p.  20€. 

.Vol.  X  G 


82  C  O  L  L  I  U  S. 

others ;  though  he  acknowledges  that  they  knew  the  true 
God.  Thiswork,properly8peaking)  seems  to  be  nothing  more 
than  a  vehicle  for  the  display  of  the  author^s  erudition,  of 
which  it  doubtless  contains  a  great  deal.  It  is  now  ranked 
among  the  curious  and  rare.  He  also  wrote  **  Conclu- 
siones  theologicae,"  1609,  4to,  and  a  treatise  "  De  sanguine 
Christi/*  full  of  profound  disquisition  and  citations  innu- 
merable, Milan,  1617,  4to,  but  in  less  estimation  than 
his  treatise  "  de  Animabus."  * 

COLMAN  (George),  an  eminent-  dramatic  author  and 
manager,  the  son  of  Thomas  Colman,  esq.  British  resident 
at  the  court  of  the  grand  duke  of  Tuscany  at  Pisa,  whose 
wife  was  a  sister  of  the  countess  of  Bath,  was  born  at  Flo* 
rence  about  th^  year  1733,  and  placed  at  a  very  early  age 
in  Westminster-school,  where  he  soon  distinguished  him- 
self by  the  rapidity  of  his  attainments,  and  the  dawning 
splendour  of  his  talents.     He  was  elected  to  Christ  Church 
college,  Oxford,  in  1751,  and  took  the  degree  of  M.  A.  in 
1758,     During  his  progress  at  Westminster,  and  while  at 
college,  he  formed  those  literary  connections  with  whom 
he  remained  in   friendship  till  they  severally  dropped  off 
the  stage  of  life.     Lloyd,    Churchill,    Bonnel  Thornton, 
Cowper,  and  other  celebrated  wits  of  that  period,  were 
among  the  intimate  associates  of  Mr.  Colman,  and  gave  a 
Itistre  to  his  name,  by  noticing  him  in  some  of  their  com- 
positions.    Even  so  early  as  the  publication  of  the  "  Ros- 
ciad,"  Churchill  proposed  Mr.  Colman  as  a  proper  judge 
to  decide  on  the  pretensions  of  the  several  candidates  for 
the  chajr  of  Roscius ;  and  only  complains  that  he  may  be 
thought  too  juvenile  for  so  important  an  award. 

lit  was  during  his  residence  at  Oxford  that  he  engaged 
with  his  friend  Bonnel  Thornton,  in  publishing  the  **  Con- 
noisseur," a  periodical  paper,  which  appeared  once  a 
week,  and  was  continued  from,  January  3i,  1754,  to  Sep- 
tember 30,  1756.  When  the  age  of  the  writers  of  this 
entertaining  miscellany  is  considered,  the  wit  and  humour, 
the  spirit,  the  good  sense,  and  shrewd  observations  on  life 
and  manners,  with  which  it  abounds,  will  excite  some- de- 
gree of  wonder,  but  will,  at  the  same  time,  evidently  point 
out  the  extraordinary  talents  which  were  afterwards  to  be 
more  fully  displayed  in  the  *^  Jealous  Wife"  and  t}jie 
*•  Clandestine  Marriage.'* 

1  Moreri. — Dupin.— Clement,  BIbl.  Curi«ase< 
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When  he  came  to  London^  the  recbmmendfttion  of  his 
friendly  or  his  choice,  but?  probably  the  former,  induced 
him  to  fix  upon  the  law  for  hi^  profession,  and  he  was  re- 
ceiyed  with  great  kindness  by  lord  Bath,  who  seemed  to 
mark  him  for  the  object  of  his  patronage :  a  circumstance 
that  gave  rise  to  the  suspicion  that  his  lordship  had  a  na« 
tural  bias  in  favour  of  young  Colman.     He  was,  entered  of 
the  society  of  Lincoln*s-inn,  and  in  due  season  caUed  to 
the  bar.     He  attended  there  a  very  short  time,  though^ 
ironi  the  frequency  of  his  attendance  on  the  .courts,  we 
must  conclude  that  it  was  not  for  want  of  encouragement 
that  he  abandoned  the  profession.     It  is  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  he  felt  more  pleasure  in  attending  to  the  muse 
than  to  briefs  and  reports ;  and  it  will  therefore  excite  no 
surprise,  that  he  took  the  earliest  opportunity  of  relin* 
quishing  pursuits  not  congenial  to  his  taste*     '^  Apollo  and 
Littleton,^'  says  Wycherley,  ^*  seldom  meet  in  the  same 
brain.'*     At  this  period  Lloyd  addressed  to  him  a  verf 
pleasant  poem  on  the  importance  of  his  profession,  and 
the  seducements  to  which  he  was  liable,  on  account  of  his 
attachment  to  the  sisters  of  Helicon.     His  first  poetical 
performance  is  a  copy  of  verses  addressed  to  his  cousia 
lord  Pulteney,  written  in  the  year  1747,  while  he  was  yet 
at  Westminster,  and  published  in  the  St  James-s  Maga« 
zine,  a  work  conducted  by  his  unfortunate  frieud  Robert 
Llojd ;  in  conjunction  with  whom  he  wrote  the  best  paro* 
dies  of  modern  times,  the  ^^  Odes  to  Oblivion  and  Obscu- 
rity."    In  1760,  his  first  dramatic  piece,  *^  Polly  Honey- 
comb,''  was  acted  at  Drury-lane  with  great  success ;  and 
next  year  he  was  one  of  three  different  candidates  for  pub« 
lie  £avour  in  the  higher  branch  of  the  drama ;  viz.  Mr* 
Murphy,  who  exhibited  the  **  Way  to  keep  him ;"  Mr. 
Macklin,    the   ^^  Married  Libertine ;"    and  Mr.  Colman^ 
<'  The  Jealous  Wife."     The  former  and  latter  of  these 
were   successful,   and   Colman  in  a   very  high  degree. 
About  the  same  time  the  newspaper  entitled.  *^  The  St* 
James's  Chronicle"  was  established ;  of  which  he  became 
a  proprietor,   and  exerted  the  full  force  of  his  prosaic 
talents  to  promote  its  interest,  in  a  series  of  essays  and 
humourous  sketches  on  occasional  subjects.     Among  these 
he  opened  a  paper  called  ^^  The  Genius,"  which  he  pub<« 
Hshed  at  irregular  intel*vals  as  far  as  the  fifteenth  number. 
These  papers  appear,  upon  the  whole,  to  be  superior  to 
tbe  general  pierit  of  the  Connoleseats  y  they  hare  rather 
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more  solidity,  and  the  humour  is  more  chaste  and  qlassicaH 
His  occasional  contributions  to  -the  St.  James's  Chronicle 
were  very  numerous,  and  upon  every  topic  of  the  day^ 
politics,  manners,  the  drama,  &c.  A  selection  from  them 
appears  in  his  prose  works,  published  by  himself  in  1787. 

In  the  establishment  of  the  St.  James's  Chronicle,  he 
had  likewise  Mr.  Thornton  for  a  colleague,  who  was  one 
of  the  original  proprietors :  and  by  their  joint  industry  they 
drew  the  productions  of  many  of  the  wits  of  the  times  to 
this  paper,  which,  as  a  depository  of  literary  intelligence^ 
literary  contests  and  anecdotes,  and  articles  of  wit  and  hu« 
mour,  soon  eclipsed  all  its  rivals.  It  appears  that  the  prin- 
cipal departments  were  for  some  time  filled  by  the  follow- 
ing persons  :  the  papers  entitled  *^  The  Genius,"  by  Mr. 
Colman;  "  Smith's  Letters,"  by  Peregrine  Phillips,  esq.; 
short  essays  of  wit,  by  Bonnel  Thornton^  esq. ;  longer  essays 

of  wit,  by Waller,  esq. ;  rebusses  and  letters,  signed 

*^  Nick  Testy"  and  "  Alexander  Grumble/'  Forest; 

letters  signed  "  Oakly,"  Mr.  Garrick. 

In  July  1764,  lord  Bath  died,  and  left  Mr.  Colman  a^ 
very  comfortable  annuity,  and  he  now  found  himself  in 
circumstances  fully  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  follow  the 
bent  of  bis  genius.  The  first  publication  which  he  pro- 
duced, after  this  event,  was  a  translation  of  the  comedies' 
of  Terence,  in  the  execution  of  which  he  rescued  that  au- 
thor from  the  bands  of  his  former  tasteless  and  ignorant 
translators. 

The  successor  of  lord  Bath,  general  Pulteney,  died  in 
1767  ;  and  Mr.  Colman  found  himself  also  remembered  in 
his  will  by  a  second  annuity,  which  confirmed  the  inde-* 
pendency  of  his  fortune.  He  seems,  however,  to  have  taken 
the  first  opportunity  to  engage  in  active  life ;  as,  about 
the  year  L768,  Mr.  Beard,  being  incapable  of  bearing  any 
longer  the  fatigues  of  a  theatrical  life,  and  wishing  to  rc^ 
tire  from  the  management  of  Cavent-garden  theatre,  dis^ 
posed  of  his  property  in  that  house  to  Messrs.  Colman^ 
Harris,  Powell,  and  Rutherford.  These  gentlemen  car- 
ried on  the  management  conjointly ;  but,  in  a  short  time^ 
Mr.  Colman  appearing  to  aspire  to  a  greater  authority  than 
the  other  patentees,  excepting  Mr.  Powell,  were  disposed^ 
to  grant,  Mr.  Colman,  aner  a  severe  literary  contest, 
which  was  published,  sold  his  share,  and  retired.  Sooa 
a£ter^  Mr.  Foote,  then  proprietor  of  the  Haytnarket  theatre^ 
buTiRg  beeu  induced  to  withdraw  from  the  stage,  disposed 
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of  hb  theatre  to  Mr.  Colman  for  a  handsome  annuity,  which 
he  did  not  long  enjoy.  On  his  death,  Mr.  dolman  ob** 
tained  the  license }  and,  from  that  period,  conducted  the 
theatre  with  great  judgment  and  assiduity,  occasionally 
supplying  many  dramas  from  his  own  fancy,  as  well  as 
many  pleasant  translations  from  the  0rench. 

While  Mr.  Colman  was  thus  shewing  his  attention  to  the 
theatre,  he  did  not  entirely  neglect  bis  classical  studies. 
He  gave  the  public,  in  1783,  a  new  translation  of  **  Ho- 
race's Art  of  Poetry,"  accompanied  with  a  commentary,  iu 
which  he  produced  a  new  system  to  explain  that  very  dif- 
ficult poem.     In  opposition  to  Dr.  Hurd,    he  supposes, 
*^  that  one  of  the  sons  of  Piso,  undoubtedly  the  elder,  had 
either  written  or  meditated  a  poetical  work,  most  probably 
a  tragedy ;  and  that  he  had,  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
family,  communicated  his  piece  or  intention  to  Horace ; 
but  Horace,  either  disapproving  of  the  work,  or  doubting 
of  the  poetical  faculties  of  the  elder  Piso,  or  both,  wished 
to  dissuade  him  from  all  tlioughts  of  publication.     With 
this  view  he  formed  the  design  of  writing  this  epistle,  ad- 
dressing it  with  a  courtliness  and  delicacy  perfectly  agree- 
able to  his  acknowledged  character,  indifferently  to  the 
whole  family,  the  father  and  his  two  sons :  Epistola  ac^  Pf- 
Simes  de  arte  poetica."     This  hypothesis  is  supported  with 
much  learning,  ingenuity,  and  modesty;  and  the  bishop 
of  Worcester,  on  its  publication,  said  to  Dr.  Douglas,  the 
late  bishop  of  Salisbury :  <<  Give  my  compliments  to  Col- 
man,. and  thank  him  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  he 
has  treated  nie^  and  tell  him,  that  /  think  he  is  rtght,^*     It 
may  be  added,  that  the  late  Dr.  Warton  and  Dr.  Seattle 
were  of  the  same  opinion. 

Some  time  about  the  year  1 790  Mr.  Colman  had  a  stroke 
of  the  palsy,  which  nearly  deprived  him  of  the  use  of  one 
side  of  bis  body ;  and  in  a  short  time  afterwards  he  gave 
evident  signs  of  mental  derangement ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  he  was  placed  under  proper,  management  at  Pad- 
dington,  and  the  conduct  of  the  theatre  was  vested  in 
his  son/ '  He  died  the  14th  of  August  1794.  Mr.  Colman^ 
as  a  scholar,  holds  a  very  respectable  rank,  as  may  be  seen 
by  his  translations  of  Horace'^s  Art  of  Poetry,  and  of  the 
coipedies  of  Terence ;  and  his  manners  were  a^  pleasing  as 
his  talents  were  respectable.  His  various  dramatic  pieces 
have  been  published  in  4  vols,  8vo. 
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e  yeaf  after  bit  death  appeared  a  pamphlet,  entitled 
<<  Some  Particulars  of  the  Life  of  the  late  George  Colman, 
esq.  written  by  himself,  and  delivered  by  him  to  Kichard 
Jackson,  esq.  one  of  his  executors,-  for  publication  after 
his  decease.'*  The  object  of  this  pamphlet  was  to  contra*- 
diet  two  reports  which  had  long  been  current  The  one^ 
that  by  bis  literary  pursuits  and  dramatic  compositions,  he 
lost  the  favour  and  affection  of  the  earl  of  Bath ;  the  other, 
that  by  his  purchase  of  a  fourth  of  the  patent  of  Covent- 
garden  theatre,  he  knowingly  and  Toluntarily  forfeited  the 
intended  bequest  of  a  certain  estate  under  the  will  of  ge« 
neral  Pulteney.  In  opposition  to.  these  reports,  he  provea 
1«ry  clearly  that  he  did  not  lose  the  favour  of  the  earl  of 
Bath,  and  that  general  Pulteney,  while  be  did  not  openly 
resist  his  becoming  a  manager  of  the  theatre,  but  rather 
consented  to  it,  changed  his  intentions  towards  biro,  and 
left  him,  in  lieu  of  the  estate,  an  annuity  of  four  hundred 
pounds.  The  general  appears,  howcTer,  to  have  con-» 
ttdered  the  family  as  disgraced  by  Mr.  Colman^s  becoming 
a  manager,  for  the  latter  is  obliged  to  remind  him  of  gen^ 
tknuH  who  had  been  managers,  of  sir  William  Davenant, 
sir  Richard  Steele,  sir  John  Vanburgb,  and  Mr.  Con* 
greve.  * 

COLOCCI  (AN6ELO),  in  Latin  Angblus  Colotius,  an 
eldgant  Italian  scholar,  descended  of  an  ancient  and  noble 
fiunily,  was  born  at  Jesi,  in  1467.  He  ob^ined  in  bis 
youth  the  honour  of  knighthood,  which  was  conferred  upon 
Bim  by  the  hands  of  Andreas  Palaeologus  Despota,  when, 
then  a  refugee  at  Rome,  he  was  recognized  as  the  legiti* 
mate  heir  to  the  imperial  diadem  of  Constantinople.  Co^ 
locci  was  a  disciple  of  Georgius  Valla,  under  whom  he 
Bii^e  great  progress  in  philosophy,  but  particularly  in  po-^ 
lite  literature.  For  political  reasons,  which  are  detailed 
l>y  Ubaldinus,  in  his  life  of  this  illustrious  scholar,  the 
family  of  Colocci  were  obliged,  in  the  pontificate  of  Inno4 
cent  YIII.  to  abandon  the  city  of  Rome  where  they  had 
taken  up  their  residence.  Angelo,  in  consequence,  re-^ 
paired  to  Naples,  where  he  became  a  member  of  the  Pon« 
tana  academy,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Angelus  Colo« , 
tins  Bassus,  and  acquired  an  intimacy  with  the  most  emi- 
nent poets  and  wits  of  his  time.  Hix  years  afterwards, 
having  been  permitted  to  return  to  bis  country,  he  divided 
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his  time  betwixt  his  literary  pursuits  and  the  official  duties 
entrusted  to  him  by  his  countrymen,  who  sent  him  as  am- 
bassador to  Alexander  VI.  in  1498.  He  then  took  up  his 
residence  at  Rome,  where  his  house  became  an  elegant 
and  liberal  resort  for  men  of  learning  and  genius,  and 
where  the  academy  of  Home,  which  after  the  death  of 
Pomponius  Laetus  bad  fallen  into  decay,  was  again  revived 
under  his  care.  Here  also  his  extensive  gardens,  which, 
in  addition  to  the  most  captivating  scenery  resulting  from 
a  happy  combinati6n  of  nature  and  art,  were  adorned  with 
a  profusion  of  statues,  inscriptions,  and  other  elegant  re* 
mains  of  classic  antiquity,  revived  the  magnificence  and 
amenity  of  the  celebrated  gardens  of  Sailust,  of  which  they 
were  supposed  to  occupy  the  actual  site.  On  such  objects, 
and  on  the  patronage  of  learning  and  learned  men,  he 
employed  his  riches.  The  senate  of  Rome,  struck  with 
his  liberality,  bestowed  on  him  the  title  of  patrician,  which 
extended  to  his  family ;  and  he  was  held  in  th^  highest 
estimation  by  the  popes  Leo  X.  Clement  V H.  and  Paul  HI. 
Leo^  independently  of  4000  crowns  with  which  he  re- 
warded him  for  some  verses  in  his  praise,  made  him  his 
secretary,  and  gave  him  the  reversion  of  the  bishopric  of 
Nocerain  1521,  Colocci  having  at  that  time  survived  two 
wives.  This  gift  was  afterwards  confirmed  to  him  by  Cle*- 
ment  VH.  who  also  appointed  him  governor  of  Ascoli. 
These  favours,  however,  were  insufficient  to  secure  him 
when  Rome  was  sacked  in  1527.  On  that  occasion,  hid 
bouse  was  burnt,  his  gardens  pillaged,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  pay  a  large  sum  for  his  life  and  liberty.  He  then  went 
for  some  time  to  his  country,  and  on  coming  back  to  Rome, 
his  iirst  care  was  to  invite  together  the  members  of  the 
academy  who  had  been  dispersed.  In  1537  he  took  pos* 
session  of  the  bishopric  of  Nocera,  and  died  at  Rome  in 
1549.  His  Latin  and  Italian  poems  were  published  in 
1772,  but  our  authority  does  not  mention  where  or  in 
what  shape.  Most  of  them  had,  however,  previously  ap- 
peared in  his  life  by  Ubaldinus,  Rome,  1673,  Svo.  ^ 

COLOMBIERE  (Claude  de  la),  a  famous  Jesuit,  born 
at  St.  Symf^orien,  two  leagues  from  Lyons,  in  1641,  ac- 
quired great  reputation  among  his  order  by  his  extraor- 
dinary talents  in  the  pulpit.  He  was  preaicher  for  two 
years  at  the  court  of  James  II.  of  England,  who  listened  to . 
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his  sermons  with  great  pleasure,  and,  as  it  is  said  by  the 
Romanists,  with  edification  ;  but,  falling  under  the  'suspi- 
cion, though  not  convicted,  of  being  concerned  in  a  con- 
spimcy,  be  was  banished  England,  and  betook  himself  to 
Parai,  in  the  Charolois,  where  he  died,  Feb.  15,  1682.     In 
^conjunction  with  Marie  Alacoque,  he  recommended  the 
celebration  of  the  solemnity  of  the  heart  of  Jesus,  and 
composed  an  office  for  the  occasion.     The  first  inventor  of 
this  rite,  however,   was  Thomas  Goodwin,   president  of 
Magdalen  college,  Oxford,  an  Arminian,  who  excited  great, 
notice  in  England,  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
by  his  ascetical  and  theological  writings.     His  book  entitled 
*'  Cor  Christi  in  ccelis  erga  peccatores  in  terris,'*  printed 
in  1649,  comprises  the  whole  system  of  this  devotion ;  and 
was  intended  to  promote  the  spread  of  it  in  England.     La 
Colombiere,  who  was  sent  to  London  as  confessor  and 
preacher  to  the  duchess  of  York,  afterwards  queen,  found 
there  a  numerous   sect,  who,  after  Goodwin's  example^ 
paid  adoration  to  the  fleshly  heart  of  Jesus,  as  the  symbo- 
lical image  of  divine  love.     He  was  astonished  at  the  no- 
velty of  so  ravishing  a  devotion,  which  had  so  long  escaped 
the  fertile  invention  of  his  fraternity ;  and  carried  it  in 
tri^umph  back  with  him  to  France,  where,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  heavenly  visions  and  miracles,  it  struck  deep 
root,  and  was  extensively  propagated.     Among  other  agents 
a  nun  of  the  name  of  Marie  Alacoque.  who,  in  her  hea- 
venly visions,  pretended  to  have  conversed  familiarly  with 
Christ,  was  employed  by  the  Jesuits  to  aid  the  deception, 
and  in  one  of  her  visions,  asserted  that  she  had  received 
orders  from  heaven  to  acquaint  father  la  Colombiere,  that 
he  should  institute  a  yearly  festival  to  the  heart  of  Jesus, 
propagate  this  devotion  with  all  his  might,  and  announce 
to  such  as  should  dedicate  themselves  to  it,  the  assurance 
of  their  predestination  to  eternal  life*     The  Jesuits  imme- 
diately and  zealously  complied  with  the  celestial  mandate. 
There  appeared  at  once  in  all  quarters  of  the  world,  and  in 
all  languages,    an  innumerable  swarm    of    publications, 
manqals,  copper-plates,  and  medals,  with  hearts  decorated 
with  crowns  of  thorns,  with  lambent  flames,  transpiercing 
swords,  or  other  symbolical  impresses.     They  distributed 
scapulariea  to  he  worn  day  and  night  upon  the  breast, 
.  and  tickets  to  be  swallowed  for  driving  out  fevers.     In 
all  Spain  there  was  not  a  nun  who  had  not  a  present 
from  the  Jesuits  of  a  heart  cut  out  of  red  cloth,  tQ  bQ 
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worn  next  the  skin.     In  every  catholic  city  and  town,  in 
all  parts  of  the  world,  fraternities  were  erected,  passion- 
masses  and  nine-day  devotions  were  instituted,  to  the 
honour  of  the  heart  of  Jesus ;  and  panegyrical  sermons  de-* 
livered,  exhorting  the  faithful  to  augment  their  zeal.    The 
proselytes  must  vcgv,  before  the^  holy  sacrament  of  the 
altar,  an  eternal  fidelity  to  the  heart  of  Jesus ;  and  every 
soul  was  made  responsible  for  the  increase  and  growth  of 
this  new  devotion  ;.  nay,  the  display  of  a  burning  zeal  for 
making  proselytes  was  regarded  as  the  peculiar  charac- 
teristic of  the  true  worshipper  of  the  heart.     This  devotion 
was  represented  in  their  sermons  and  writings,  as  a  neces- 
sary means  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  blissful  hereafter :  it  was 
no  wonder,  then,  that  the  partisans  of  this  devotion  were 
in  a  short  time  as  numerous  in  all  catholic  Christendom  as 
the  sands  of  the  sea.    The  bishops  approved  and  confirmed 
the  brotherhoods,  and  consecrated  churches,  altars^  and 
cbapels,    erected  to  the  promotion  of  this  enthusiasm. 
Kings  and  queens  preferred  petitions  to  the  papal  throne, 
that  a  proper  office  might  be  appointed  in  the  breviary  and 
choir,  and  a  peculiar  mass  for  the  solemnization  of  the  an- 
niversary ;  and  even  at  Rbme  fraternities  arose  and  flou« 
rished  that  devoted  themselves  to  the  worship  of  the  heart 
of  Jesus.     In  recommendation  of  it  tlie  Jesuits  were  not 
wanting  either  in  prophecies  or  miracles ;  among  the  fore- 
most of  whom  was  la  Colombiere,  who  had  an  excellent 
taste  in  his  compositions,  and  a  noble  delivery  in  the  pul- 
pit.    His  masterly  eloquence  displays  itself  amidst  the 
extreme  simplicity  of  his  style,  as  we  are  told  by  the  abb6 
Trublet,  speaking  of  his  sermons,  published  at  Lyons  ITS?, 
in  6  volumes  12mo«    He  had  an  impetuous  and  lively  ima- 
gination, and  the  warmth  of  his  heart  appears  through  all 
his  discourses:  it  is  the  ynction  of  pere  Ch^minais,  only 
more  ardent  and  glowing.    All  his  sermons  breathe  the 
most  gentle,  ^^d  at  the  same  time  the  most  fervent  piety : 
he  has  been  equalled  by  few  in  the  art  of  affecting  hi» 
bearers,  and  no  enthusiast  ever  fell  less  into  the  familiar* 
The  celebrated  Patru,  his  friend,  speaks  of  him  as  the;  best 
skilled  of  his  time  in  the  refinements  and  niceties  of  the 
French  language.    There  are  likewise  by  him,  <<  Moral 
Reflections,'*  and  <<  Spiritual  Letters,'*  \ 
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COLOMIES  (Paul),  or  Colome^us,  a  learned  Frendi 
protestanty  was  born  at  Rochelle  in  1638,  where  bis  father 
vas  a  physician^  and  where  be  was  probably  educated. 
His  application  to  various  reading  must  evidently  have 
been  very  extensive,   and  although  he  has  no  decided 
claims  to  originality,  his  works  ranked  in  his  own  day,  and 
some  of  them  may  stili,  as  ably  illnstrating  the  history  of 
learning  and  learned  men.     He  faithfully  treasured  what 
be  found  in  old,  scarce,  and  almost  unknown  authors,  and 
knew  bow  to  render  the  reproduction  of  learned  curiosities 
both  agreeable  and  useful.     His  great  intimacy  and  high 
regard  for  Vossius,  induced  him  to  visit  England,  where 
Yossius  was  then  canon  of  Windsor,  and  by  his  interest  or 
recommendation  he  was  appointed  librarian  at  Lambeth, 
.  with  a  competent  salary.     This,  however,  he  lost  at  the 
revolution,  when  his  patron,  archbishop  Sancroft,  was  de« 
prived  for  not  taking  the  oaths  to  the  new  governments 
After  this  it  is  said  that  he  fell  into  poverty,  and  died  in 
Jan.  1692;    and  was  buried  in  St  Martin's  church-yard. 
His  principal  works  are,  1.  ^*  Gallia  Orientalis,'*  reprinted 
at  Hamburgh,  1709,  in  4to,  under  theTcare  of  the  learned 
Fabricius ;  and  containing  an  account  of  such  French  as 
were  learned  in  the  Oriental  languages.     2,  ^*  Hispania  & 
Italia  Orientalis,"  giving  an  account  of  the  Spanish  and 
Italian   Oriental  scholars.      3.  **  Bibliotheque   Choisie  ;*' 
reprinted  at  Paris,  1731,  with  notes  of  M.  de  la  Monnoye, 
12mo.     This  was  published  at  Hamburgh,  4to,  by  Christ. 
Wolf,  an  useful  work,  and  of  great  erudition.     4.  ^*  Theo- 
logorum  Presbyteriaqorum  Icon,"  in  which  he  sbe^s  his 
attachment  to  episcopacy ;  and  for  which  he  was  attacked 
by  Jurieu  (who  had  not  half  his  candour  and  impartiality) 
in  a  book  entitled  ^<  De  Tesprit  d*Arnatrld."     S.  **  Des 
,  opuscules  critiques  &  historiques,"  collected  and  published 
in  1709,  by  Fabricius.     6.  *' Melanges  Historiques,"  &c. 
7.  **  La  vie  du  pere  Sirmond,"  &c.     His  <*  Colomesiana," 
make  a  volume  of  the  collection  of  Anas. ' 

COLOMNA,  or  COLONNA  (Fabio)j  an  eminent  bo- 
tanist, was  born  at  Naples  in  1 567,  the  son  of  Jerome,  who 
was  the  natural  son  of  the  cardinal  Pompeio  Colonna.  He 
devoted  himself  from  his  youth  to  the  pursuit  of  natural 
history,  and  particularly  to  that  of  plants,  which  be  studied 
in  the  writings  of  the  ancients ;  and,  by  indefatigable  ap- 
plication, was  enabled  to  correct  the  errata  with  which  the 
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fli^nuscripts  of  those  authors  abotinded.    The  languages^ 
music^  mathematics,  drawing,  painting,   optics,    the  civil 
and  canon  law,  filled  up  the  moments  which  he  did  not 
bestow  on  botany,  and  the  works  he  published  in  this  last 
science  were  considered  as  master-pieces  previous  to  the 
appearance  of  the  labour&of  the  latter  botanists.    He  wrote^ 
1.  '^  Plantarum  aliquot  ac   pisdum  historia,''  1592,  4to^ 
with  plates,  as  some  say,  by  the  author  himself,  executed 
with  much  exactness.     The  edition  of  Milan^   1744,  4to,  is 
not  so  valuable  as  the  former.     2.  '^  Minils  cognitarum  ra« 
riorumque  stirpium  descriptio;   itemque  de   aquatilibus^ 
aliisque  nonuullis  animalibus  libellus,''  Rome,  1616,  two 
parts  in  4to.     This  work,  which  may  be  considered  as  a 
sequel  to  the  foregoing,  was  received  with  equal  approba* 
tion.     The  author,  in  describing  several  singular  plants^ 
compares  them  with  the  descriptions  of  them  both  by  the 
ancients  and  moderns,  which  affords  him  frequently  an  op« 
portunity  of  opposing  the  opinions  of  Mattbiolp,  Diosco* 
rides,  Theophrastus,  Pliny,  &c.     He  published  a  second 
part,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  duke  of  Aquiei- Sparta,  who 
had  been  much  pleased  with  the  former.     The  impression 
wasentrasted  to  the  printer  of  the  academy  of  the  Lyncaei^ 
a  society  of  literati,  formed  by  that  duke,  and  principally 
employed  in  the  study  of  natural  history.     This  society,  v 
which  subsisted  only  till  1630,  that  is5  till  the  death  of  its 
illustrious  patron,  was  the  model  on  which  all  the  others4n 
Europe  were  formed.     Galileo,  Porta,  Achillini,  and  Oo« 
lonna,  were  some  of  its  ornaments.     3,  '^  A  Dissertation 
on  the  Glossopetras,*'  in  Latin,  to  be  found  with  a  work  of 
Augustine  Scilla,  on  marine  substances,  Rome,  1647,  4to« 
4.  He  was  concerned  in  the  American  plants  of  Hernan'- 
dez,  Rome,   1651,  fol.  fig.     5.  A  Dissertation  on  the  Por- 
pura,   in   Latin;    a  piece  much  esteemed,   but   become 
scarce,  was  reprinted  at  Kiel,   1675,  4to,  with  notes  by 
Daniel  Major,  a  German  physician.    The  first  edition  is  of 
1616,  4tQ.V 

COLONNA  (FiiANCiS),  a  Venetian  dominican,  who 
died  May  17,  1520,  in  his  eightieth  year,  is  chiefly 
known  by  a  scarce  book,  entitled  "  Poliphili  Hypneroto* 
machia,^*  Venice,  1499,  fol.  There  is  an  edition  of  1545, 
but  none  of  L467 ;  the  copies  which  pass  for  that  edition, 
are  of  one  or  the  other  above  mentioned  editions ;  and  thQ 
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mistake  baa  arisen  from  the  last  leaf,  which  contained  the 
date  of  the  impressions,  being  taken  out,  and  the  last  bujt 
one  left ;  on  which  is  the  date  of  the  time  when  the  work 
was  written.  It  is  a  romance  filled  with  mythological 
learning,  of  very  little  value  but  for  its  scarcity  and  whim- 
sical composition,  and  has  been  translated  into  French  by 
John  Martin,  Paris,  1561,  fol.^ 

COLOTIUS.     See  COLOOCL 

COLRANE.     See  HARE. 

COLSTON  (Edward),  a  person  ever  memorable  for 
his  benefactions  and  charities,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Wil- 
liam Colston,  esq.  an  eminent  Spanish  merchant  in  Bristol, 
and  born  in  that  city  Nov.  2,  1636.     He  was  brought  up 
to  trade,  and  resided  some  time  in  Spain  with  his  brothers, 
two  of  whom  were  inhumanly  murdered  there  by  assassins*. 
He  inherited  a  handsome  fortune  from  his  parents,  which 
received  continual  additions  from  the  fortunes  of  his  bre* 
thren ;  all  of  whom,  though  numerous,  he  survived.    This 
family  substance  he  increased  immensely  by  trade;  and 
having  no  near  relations,  he  disposed  of  a  great  part  of  it 
in  acts  of  charity  and  beneficence.    In  1691  he  built  upon 
hbown  ground,  at  the  charge  of  about  2500/.  St.  MichaePs- 
bill  alms-houses  in  Bristol ;  and  endowed  them  with  lands, 
of  the  yearly  rent  of  282/.  3^.  4d.    The  same  year  he  gave 
houses  and  lands,  without  Temple-gate  in  that  city,  to 
the  society  of  merchants  for  ever,  towards  the  maintenance 
of  six  poor  old  decayed  sailors,  to  the  yearly  value  of  24/. 
In  1696  he  purchased  a  piece  of  ground  in  Temple-street 
in  the  same  city,  and  built  at  his  own  charge  a  school  and 
dwelhug-house  for  a  master,  to  instruct  forty  boys,  who 
are  also  to  be  clothed,  instructed  in  writing,  arithmetic, 
and  the  church-catechism.     The  estate  given  for  this  cha- 
rity amounted  to  80/.  yearly,   clear  of  all  charges.     In 
1702  he  gave  500/.  towards  rebuilding  queen  £liz^beth'« 
hospital  on  the  College-green  in  Bristol;   and  for  the 
clothing  and  educating  of  six  boys  there,  appropriated  an 


*  There  is  a  tradition,  that  wheo  Mr. 
Colston  and  his  two  brothers  were  in 
Spain,  in  their  disputes  with  the  Papists 
it  was  often  objected  to  them,  «  That 
the  reformed  religion  produced  no  ex- 
limples  of  great  and  charitable  bene- 
fEMoUons  i"  to  which  they  were  wont  to 
fcply,  that  if  it  pleased  God  to  bring 


them  safe  home,  they  would  wipe  off 
that  aspersion.  Upon  which,  two  bf 
them  were  poisoned^  to  prevent  their 
return;  but  their  elder  brother,  Mr, 
Edward  Colston,  escaped.  Such  is  the 
tradition :  but  it  is  more  certain,  that 
one  or  both  of  them,  were  assassinate 
by  bandittis  or  braroes. 
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estate  of  60/.  a  year,  clear  of  charges,  besides  10/.  for 
placing  out  the  boys  apprentices.  In  1708  he  settled  his 
great  benefaction  of  the  hospital  of  St.  Augustine  in  Bristol, 
consisting  of  a  master,  two  ushers,  and  one  hundred  boys; 
for  the  maintenance  of  which  boys,  he  gave  an  estate  of 
138/.  15^.  eid.  a  year.  The  charge  of  first  seHing  up  this 
hospital,  and  making  it  convenient  for  the  purpose, 
amounted,  it  is  said,  to  about  11,000/.  He  gave  also  6/. 
yearly  to  the  minister  of  AU-Saints  in  Bristol,  for  reading 
prayers  every  Monday  and  Tuesday  morning  throughout 
the  year,  and  1/.  a  year  to  the  clerk  and  sexton :  also  6/. 
a  y^r  for  ever,  for  a  monthly  sermon  and  prayers  to  the 
prisoners  in  Newgate  there ;  and  20/.  yearly  for  ever  to  the  ** 
^^^rgy  beneficed  in  that  city,  for  preaching  fourteen  ser« 
mons  in  the  time  of  Lent,  on  subjects  appointed  by  him* 
self.  The  subjects  are  these:  the  Lent  fast;  against 
atheism  and  infidelity ;  the  catholic  church ;  the  excel- 
lence of  the  church  of  England ;  the  powers  of  the  church ; 
baptism ;  confirmation ;  confession  and  absolution ;  the 
errors  of  the  church  of  Rome;  enthusiasm  and  superstition ; 
restitution ;  frequenting  the  divine  service ;  frequent  com- 
n^union ;  the  passion  of  our  blessed  Saviour.  He  bestowed, 
lastly,  upwards  of  2000/.  in  occasional  charities  and  bene-* 
factions  to  churches  and  charity-schools,  all  within  the 
city  of  Bristol.  Beyond  that  city  his  benefactions  were 
equally  liberal.  He^ve  6000/.  for  the  augmentation  of 
sixty  small  livings,  on  the  following  terms :  Any  living 
that  was  entitled  to  queen  Anne's  bounty  might  have  this 
too,  on  condition  that  every  parish,  which  did  receive  this, 
should  be  obliged  to  raise  1 00/.  to  be  added  to  the  100/. 
raised  by  Colston :  and  many  livings  have  had  the  grant  of 
this  bounty.  He  gave  to  St.  Bartholomew's  hospital  in 
London  2000/.  with  which  was  purchased  an  estate  of  100/. 
a  year,  which  is  settled  on  that  hospital ;  and  he  left  to 
the  same,  by  will,  500/.  To  Christ's  hospital,  ait  several 
times,  1000/.  and  1000/*  more  by  will.  To  the  hospitals  of 
St.  Thomas  and  Bethlehem  500/.  each.  To  the  workhouse 
without  Bishopsgate,  200/.  To  the  society  for  propagat- 
ing the  gospel  in  foreign  parts,  300/.  He  built  an  alms- 
house for  six  poor  people  at  Shene  in  Surry,  and  left  very 
handsome  legacies  to  Mortlake  in  the  same  county,  where 
he  died :  viz.  45/.  yearly,  to  be  continued  for  twelve  years 
after  his  death,  for  clothing  and  educating  twelve  boys  and 
twelve  girls  in  that  place ;.  and  also  85/.  he  being  so  many 
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years  old,  to  eiglity-five  poor  men  nni  women  there,  to 
each  l/.  to  be  distributed  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  He 
gave  100/.  per  annum,  to  be  continued  for  twelve  years 
after  his  death,  and  to  be  distributed  by  the  direction  of 
his  executors :  either  to  place  out  every  year  ten  boys  ap- 
prentices, or  to  be  given  towards  the  setting  up  ten  young 
tradesmen,  to  each  10/.  He  gave  likewise  to  eighteea 
charity-schools  in  several  parts  of  England,  and  to  be  con* 
tinned  to  them  for  twelve  years  after  his  death,  to  each 
school  yearly  SL  Finally,  he  gave  towards  building  a 
church  at  Manchester  in  Lancashire  20/.  and  towards  the 
building  of  a  church  at  Tiverton  in  Devonshire  50/. 

Besides  these  known  and  public  benefactions,  he  gave 
away  every  year  large  sums  in  private  charities,  for  many 
*  years  together ;  and  the  preacher  of  his  funeral  sermon 
informs  us,  that  these  did  not  fall  much  short  of  his  public/ 
In  all  his  charities,  Colston  seems  to  have  possessed  no 
small  share  of  judgment ;  for,  among  other  instances  of  it, 
he  never  gave  any  thing  to  common  beggars,  but  he  al- 
ways ordered,  that  poor  house-keepers,  sick  and  decayed 
persons,  should  be  sought  out  as  the  fittest  objects  of  his 
charity.  We  must  riot  forget  to  observe,  that  though  cha- 
rity was  this  gentleman's  shining  virtue,  yet  he  possessed 
other  virtues  in  an  eminent  degree.  He  was  a  person  of 
great  temperance,  meekness,  evenness  of  temper,  patience^ 
and  mortification.  He  always  looked  cheerful  and  plea- 
sant, was  of  a  peaceable  and  quiet  disposition,  and  re- 
markably circumspect  in  all  his  actions.  Some  years  be- 
fore his  decease,  he  retired  from  business,  and  came  and 
lived  at' London,  and  at  Mortlake  in  Surry,  where  he  bad 
a  country  seat  Here  he  died  Oct.  11,  1721,  almost  8^  ; 
and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  All-saints,  Bristol,  where 
a  monument  is  erected  to  his  memory,  on  which  are  enu- 
merated his  public  charities,  mentioned  in  this  article.  Hi» 
funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  Harcourt,  and  printed 
at  London  the  same  year.  ^ 

COLUCCIO  (3ALUTAT0),  an  ancient  Italian  poet  and 
philosopher,  was  born  at  Stignano  in  Pescia,  in  1330. 
His  father,  who  was  in  the  army,  being  involved  in  the 
troubles  of  bis  country,  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Bologna, 
where  Coluccio  was  educated,  or  rather  where  he  taught 
himself  for  some  time  without  a  master.     It  appears  ktdeed 
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from  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Bernardo  di  Moglo,  that 
he  did  not  apply  hioiself  to  the  cultivation  of  poHte  litera- 
ture till  he  was  arrived  at  man's  estate,  and  that  it  was 
then  he  went  to  Bologna,  and  attended  the  puhlic  lectures 
of  the  father  of  the  above  Bernardo.     By  his  own  father^s 
request,  he  afterwards  studied  law,  but  on  his  death  quitted 
that  profession  for  eloquence  and  poetry.     It  is  not  stated 
when  he  left  Bologna,  nor  when  he  was  permitted  to  re- 
turn to  Florence  ;  but  in  1363,  in  his  thirty-eighth  year, 
we  find  himuhe  colleague  of  Fraqcis  Bruin,  as  apostolical 
secretary  to  pope  Urban  V,  and  it  is  probable  that  he 
quitted  this  employment  when  Urban  went  to  France.     He 
quitted  at  the  same  time  the  ecclesiastical  habit,  and  mar- 
ried a  lady  by  whom  he  had  ten  children.     His  reputation 
for  knowledge  and  eloquence  procured  him  the  greatest 
offers  from  po|>es,  emperors,  and  kings ;  but  his  love  for 
bis  native  country  made  him  prefer,  to  the  most  brilliant 
prospects,  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the  republic  of  Flo- 
rence, which  was  conferred  on  him  in  1371^,  and  which  he 
filled  very  honourably  for  thirty  years.     The  letters  he 
wrote  appeared  so  striking  to  John  Galeas  Visconti,  then 
at  war  with  the  republic,  that  he  declared  one  letter  of 
Coluccio's  to  be  more  mischievous  to  his  cause  than  the  ef- 
forts of  a  thousand  Florentine  knights. 
.    In  the  midst  of  his  more  serious  functions,  be  found 
leisure  to  cultivate  poetry,  and  particularly  to  make  a  col- 
lection of  ancient  manuscripts,  in  which  h<3  was  so  success- 
ful, that  at  his  death  his  library  consisted  of  eight  hundred 
volumes,  a  princely  collection  before  the  invention  of 
printing.     His  contemporaries  speak  of  him  in  terms  of 
the  highest  admiration,  as  a  second  Cicero  and  Virgil ;  but 
although  modern  critics  cannot  acquiesce  in  this  character, 
his  Letters,  the  only  part  oJF  his  works  which  are  printed, 
evidently  prove  him  a  man  of  learning  and  research,  and 
no  inconsiderable  contributor  to  the  revival  of  letters.     He 
died  May  4,  1406 ;  and  his  remains,  after  being  decorated 
with  a  crown  of  laurel,  were  interred  with  extraordinary 
pomp  in  the  church  of  St.  IMbria  de  Fiore. 

Colucoio  was  the  author  of  the  following  works,  MS  co- 
pies of  most  of  which  are  preserved  in  the  Laurentian  li- 
brary:  1.  "  De  Fatto  et  Fortuna."  2.  "  De  saeculo  et 
religione."  3.  "  De  nobilitate  legum  et  medicinae."  4. 
*^  Tractatus  de  Tyranno."  5.  "  Tractatus  quod  medici 
eloquentiae  studeant,   et  de  verecundia  an  sit  virtus  aut 
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▼itium.'*  6.  De  laboribus  Herculis."  7.  "  Historia  dc' 
casu  hominis.''  8.  **  De  arte  dictandi/*  9.  *^  Certamea 
FortuiiaB.'*  10.  <^  Declamationes.'*  11.  **  Invectiva  in 
Antonium  Luscum."  12.  ^'  Phyllidis  querimoniae."  IS. 
**  Eclogse  octo.'*  1 4.  "  Carmina  ad  Jacobum  AUegrettom.*' 
1 4.  "  Sonetti.'*  And,  lastly,  various  "  Epistles."  Of  these, 
except  the"  Epistles,  the  only  article  published  is  bis  trea- 
tise *^  De  nobilitate  legum,''  &c.  Venice,  1542.  His 
'*  Epistles*'  have  appeared  in  two  editions,  the  one  by 
Mehus,  Florence,  1741,  with  a  learned  preface  and  notes ; 
the  other  by  Lami,  in  the  same  year:  but  MazzuchelK 
remarks,  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  botbl  collections,  fis 
tbey  do  not  contain  the  same  epistles.  Some  of  Colucciols 
poems  have  appeared  in  various  collections  of  Italian  poe- 
try J 

COLUMBA  (St.),  renowned  in  Scotch  history  as  the 
founder  of  a  monastery  at  Icolmkill,  and  the  chief  agent 
in  converting  the  nortbera  Picts,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  ^ 
where  he  was  a  priest  and  abbot,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
been  born  at  Gartan,  in  the  county  of  Tyrconnel,  in  521. 
From  thence,  aboot  the  year  565,  he  arrived  in  Scotlapd, 
and  received  from  Bridius,  the  son  of  Meilochon,  the  then 
reigning  king  of  the  Picts,  and  his  people,  the  island  of 
Hij,  or  Hy,  one  of  the  Western  Isles,  which  was  after- 
wards called  from  him  Icolmkill,  and  became  the  famous 
burial-place  of  the  kings  of  Scotland.  There  he  built  a 
monastery,  of  which  he  was  the  abbot,  and  which  for  se- 
veral ages  continued  to  be  the  chief  seminary  of  North 
Britain.  Columba  acquired  here  such  influence,  that  nei- 
ther king  or  people  did  any  thing  without  his  consent.  Here 
be  died  June  9,  597,  and  his  body  was  buried  on  the 
island;  but,  accordiilg  to  some  Irish  writers,  was  after- 
wards removed  to  Down  in  Ulster,  and  laid,  in  the  same 
vault  With  the  remains  of  St.  Patrick  and  St.  Bridgit.  From 
this  monastery  at  lona,  of  which  some  remains  may  yet  be 
tiaced,  and  another,  which  he  had  before  founded  in  Ire- 
land, sprang  many  other  monasteries,  and  a  great  many 
eminent  men ;  but  such  are  the  ravages  of  time  and  the 
levolutions  of  society,  th^t  this  island,  which  was  once 
^*  the  luminary  of  the  Caledonian  regions,  whence  savage 
clans  and  roving  barbarians  derived  the  benefits  of  know- 
ledge,  and  the    blessings  of  religion,'*   had,    when  Dr., 

«  GinguenS-Hist  Litt.  d'lUiie^  TOl.  Uh  di.  17.— AeKherd'c  Ufe  of  Poa;po.-«^ 
BibKOena«iiiqae»  roi.  I. 


t^obosqn  visited  it  in  1773,  *^  no  school,  for  education,  nor 
temple  for  worship,  only  two  inliabitsttitif  that  could  speak 
English,  and  not  one  that  could  write  6t  read.*'  ^  [ 

COLI/MBANOS  (Si-.),  another  ebiirient  missionary  fot 
the  propagation  of  the'Chtistiairi  riiligiOn  in  the  sixth  Ceh- 
tury,  was  a  native  of  Ireland  according  to«^OTia8,  who  wrote 
his  life,  sir  James  Wai['e,!  aiid  others  ;  but  Mackenzie  main* 
tains  that  he  was  a  Korth  Btltohi  From  '^ilihei  l^cotland  ot 
Ireland,  hpwever,  he  went  Into'  Efigliirtd,!,  inhere  he  Conti- 
nued some  time,  apd  in  589  proceeded  to  Franc^,  and 
founded  the  monastery  of  Xuxeyil,  pear  Besangon,  which 
he  governed, during  twenty  y^ats.'Irt*  59fif  We  find  him 
engaged  in  a  controversy  rwfth  po^e"  Gregory  concerning 
the  proper  time  of* keeping  EasteV,  which  was  then  afire* 
quent  object  of  dUpute^;  but  Cdlumbanus  'at  Ia$t  sub- 
mitted to  thjie  court  6f  Roliie.'  ^Aftet  sq  long  residence  iti 
France,  ,he/was  banished  for  censufirfg  J;be  immoralitib^  q€ 
Theodoric?;and  his  qiifeeh;  ^  Ife  then'  ^^etit'^o  Switz6¥kni^, 
where  he  wds  kitidly  tfeceivedb^  Th^bdebert,  king  cif'that 
country,  and  wa^  suddi^ssfdHn^cdnVertift^  life  (Jagans ;  bui 
the  Swiss,  army  being  defeated  by^  the  Fj^ench,  he  ivas 
obliged  to  f^move' to.  Iiitfy,'^hefe,uWder^^^^^    protectibo  of 


uuc  SI  snorL  lime,  ujing  i^iov.  zi,  oi».,  ,  AULnurs,  ^e  noc 
agreed  as  to  the  order 'of  mopks  to  whteh  CblUttibfeintis  bj*- 
longed,  but  it  is  d^rtldin  that  his  disciple^'cotlFormedtb  the 
rules  of  the  Benediodiies."  His  Works '  at'e' printed  in  the 
Bib).  Patrum,  and  cbo^i^t  of  it^bhastic  ruW,'  ser^otist,  po- 
ems, letters,  &c.*    '  \'       *    '         *      .,   •    .  ..  .tt  . 

COLUMBUS  (Christopher),  a  CWoesfe,  and  fre'- 
quently  mentioned  in  histqry  as  the  disdoVeret  of  Anterida'y 
was  born  in  1442.  Ferdinand  his  so^n,''  wWA  wVote  hWlife, 
would  suggest  to  uis.  that' he  was  descended. frottialn  dn- 
cient  and  considerable  family ;" but  it  is  ge^^rally  l>eiieVed 
that  his  father  was  a  wooicomber,  and  tnaf  he  himself  wals 
of  the  same  trade,  till,  by  having  1)epn  at  sea,  he  had  ac- 
quired a  taste  for  natigatloii.  In  his'  early  ye^ts  he  applied 
himself  much  tb  the'  Study  of  gtemetry'ahd  astronprtiy  at 
Pa  via,  iH  order  to  understand  cosmography ;'  and  learnt  to 
draw^  ih  order  to  describe  lands,  *  and  'set  down  cosmogra- 

«  UmAentl^u  Scotch  iqritert«-4«GA^t,  vol;  I.««^6utUr*i  LifesoMht  fllRteli,^ 
Britaoais.^aocUu^-Ttmier,— JohniQii*9.Jparivfsr  tp.tbe  yff^n^Uietitc 
*  Mackenzie,^— Cave,  vol.  t-^Du^'m. — ^Tanner. 

Vot-'X.  ■    '^  ■    ^      .     tt  .-   i:.-   •• 
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KiBic^l^lDQaieSf.plainsL  or  rounds.,  He  went  to  sea  at  the 
age  or  rouBte€)n,:,^|s  prpt.  voY^g^^  tp  those  ports  m 

the  JWpditerr?^nph^req^e^hteal^  aFtfec^which 

ne'tppU  a  yojiigft  to^ Iceland' j  aqd^procfteding  stitt  further 
jiprtlj,  advanceQ  sey^raldegrfees"  within  the  polar  cfrcle. 
Xiter  ^tiisy  Columot^  .entered  into  the  service  of  a  fa^us 
j$ea-cftptaiu  6r;his  ^^.phame.^nd  familyi  who  commanded 
a  small  sq^a^rbn  jetted  out  at  bisbwH  expence;  and  by 
j^rpising  againsLt  |h^  MahoipetiiQs  an^  Veneti^nsy  the  rivars 
jSjfbi^  coupby.in  tr4d^^  lia^d,  ficquire^  both  wealth  and  rer 
jputaticHJ..  "WTtb^hiiii  Colum^^  continued  for  several  yearS| 
po  les3.  distiqgmjKeU^  for  6^  coprage  than  bts  experience 
is  ^sailor,  .  At!%ng]t)ti,  ^li  a[n|bb?tipat(Q  engagem<^nt,  off  the 
c^ast  ,bf  l^<prtug^l^  with  ^bin^j  Venetian  caravals  returning 
^jcblyl^en'fro^t^^tow  Coqnt^ie^,  hU's^p.tocrf^^^^^  to- 
•fcether.wit|i.  on^  ,Qr  the  enemy  s  ^hips  to  wKicti  it  Was  first 
S^^P^^d.  .Columbusthrewhimsdf  into  the  sea.  laid  hold 
ja|.t  a  noatmg  9^rj;  janc^.by  ^he  support  of  it,^  and  nis  dexte- 
x\Ky  .m  swi|iypi,hg^  jrp|iched  ,th^  snbre^  thQugh  above  two 
tejjgye^' distant^  ;^  ^  "■''■  .'.,..;.'  ...-i\:  ..  ,.,  -*!  • 
lo  fi^*^^'  ^^is  disa9tei;,}je,^ept.to1^i^bpp,,  wheri?  he  married 
a,^p8Wg}jter\^f  B^thc^lojmew  l^erestreiro*  one  b^  ^he^capjtains 

'     ' '  '      *      jy!  and 

^  ..^.^  ^     ^     . --.   .        ,  »  .'^  ^^^ 

S^\jfi{  '^^^^^]>^i)p?^^^  8eizecrwith^,aJx.,irresistipIej  desire  of 
Jifiting.  .u,nknpv)iip .  counti:ies.  /He  first  inad^  a  ydya^e  to 

Madera ;.  and  Qoo^tpi^ed. during  several  years  tp.tr^e  with 

tndt  Island/  the  Canaries,  Azores,  the  settl^ihents'  in  Gui- 
jj.ef,  i^d  all  the,,j0^^r  places  which -rtie/Pbrtuguese  had 
^i^ove/ef  pp^  t^p^^^^  Africa.     By  tl3i_^s9^;mean^  he 

soon  heQafnfii,one  ,pT  the  most  skilful  navigators  ;in  Europe. 

At  tms  tinie' the,gre:at  opiect.of  discovery  was  ^  passage  by 
jjea . to. tpe*  East, Indies,  which,  w^^.  at  Jast  accojnph^hed  by 
.tjie  rprtveguese,,  by  .dpubluig  the  Cape.of  Good  Hope,  The 
jdiangjer  ;aad  .tediousne^  9^i!t"^  P(*^^^»  how^ye^^  induced 
jCc^jUij^bju^i  ^Ip  consider  J  whether  d.snph^r  and  ippre  direct 
iass^fee  tb  thes$  re^ipns  liiiglit  jipjt  bi^  found  out; land  at 
Jepg^j:^  he  beWmi^;  couvlp^ed.  that^^hy  ^^I'^^^g.  ficrossthe 
^Ari^itic  Oceaiij^  ^(lir^ctly  towards  t^e/^e^iy  new  c]^Untries, 

which  probably  formed  a  part  of  the  vast  continent  bf  In- 
-dia^.ittitiM>.ia£etilibly  .be  -dtocaver^d*    lin.  1474»  lie  cooiniu- 

nicated-tri^  id^s  otf  thi§:^b}et5t  ti5T)!te';P^ulv  a-^ 

in  Florence,  a  man  emiiieal  ftif  Tifs  knowledge-in  cbsmo- 


graphy,  wHosiigges^ted  several  facts  hi  confirmfifticm  of  the 
plan,  and  wafmly  encoufa^jed  Columbus  to  persevere  in  ait 
undertaking  so  laudable,  and  which  must  redound  so  much 
to  the.  honour  of  his  country  and  the  benefit  of  Europe. 
Columbus,  fully  satisfied  of  the  ti'uth-of  hfs  system;  was 
impatient  to  set  oat  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  and  to  se- 
cure the  patronage  of  sofane  of  the  cottsiderJtble  Jxywefrs  of 
Europe,  capable  of  undertaking  such*  an  ent'erprize.  ^  H^ 
applied  first  to  the  republic  of  Genoa;  afterwards^  't6  the 
courts  qf  Portugal,  Spain,  and  England,  successively,  but 
met  with  a  variety  of  mortifying  interruptions.  At  jlask'hii 
project  was  so  far  countenanced  by  Ferdinand  of  Spain  a;nd 
queen  Isabella,  that  our  adventurer  set  sail  with  three  smaill 
ships,  the  whole  expence  of  which  did  not  exceed  4000/1 
During  his  voyage  he  met  with  many  difficulties  from  the 
tnutinouff'and  timid  dispoiiition  of- his  men.  He  was  the 
first  who  obsejved  the  variation  of  the  compass^  which  threMi^ 
the  sailors  into  the  utmost  terror.  For  this  ph^crriienqn 
Columbus  was  obliged  to  invent  a  reason,  which,  though  it 
did  not  satisfy  himse)f,yetr  served  to  dispel  their  fesLt^,  oi^ 
silence  their  murmurs.  •  At  last,  however,  the  sailors  l6st 
all  patience;  and  the . admiral  was  obliged  to  promise  SO'-^ 
lemnly,  that  in  case  land  was  not  discdvered  in  three  da^s, 
he  should  teturn  to  Europe.  That  vfery -night,  hbwfever: 
the  island  of  San  Silv^doi'was  discbvered,  and  the  sailors 
were  then  as  extravagant  in  the  praise  of  Cdlumbus  a?  they 
had  before  been  insolent  in  reviling' and  threatening  him: 
They  threw  themselves  at  his  fe6t,'impilqr6d  his  pardon, 
and  pronpunced  him  to  bfe'  a  person  inspired  by  heaveti 
with  more  than  human  sagacity  arid  fortitude,  in  order  to 
Accomplish  a  design  so  far  beyond  the  ideas  and*concep* 
tibn  of  all  former  ages.  Having  visited  seveiritl- of  the 
West  India  is^ands,.  and  settled  a  colony  in  Hiispairiola^'  he 
again  set  sail  for  Spain  ;  and  after  escaping  great  dangers 
from  violent  tempests,  arrived  at  the  port  of  Palos  oh  the 
15th  of  March  1493,  ^  ^ 

As  sOon  as  Columbus's  ship  was  discovered  a|)pfbachirigi 
all  the  Inhabitatits  of  Palbs  ran  eagerly  to  tKe  shore,  where 
fhey  received  the  admiral  with  royal  honouts.  The  court 
was  then  at  Barcelona,' and  Columbus  took  (iare  immediately 
to  announce  his  arrival  to  the  king  Andquee«,Hvbo  w^^ 
no  less  delighted  than  ^astonished  with  this '  trriexpectbd 
event,'  and  gave  orders  for  condudting  him  into' the  cit^ 
l^ith  all  imaginable  potrfpf  receiving  him  "datl 'iri-'theif 
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royal  robes^  aod  seated  on  a  throne  under  a  magnificent 
canopjK.  Notwithstanding  all  tbis  respect,  however,  Co- 
lumbus was  no .  longer  regarded  than  he  was  successful. 
The  colonists  he  afterwards  carried  over  were  to  the  last 
degree  unreasonable  and  unmanageable ;  so  that  he  wa» 
obliged  to  use  some  severities  with  them ;  and  complaints 
,  wer^  made  to  the  court  of  Spain  against  him  for  cruelty. 
On  this,  Francis  de  Bovadilla>  a  knight  of  Calatrava,  was- 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Columbus ;  with 
orders,  in  case  he  found  the  charge  of  roaUadmtnistratron 
proved,  to  supersede  him,  and  assume  the  office  of  gover- 
nor  Q^  Hispaniola.  Tlie  consequence  of  tbis  was,  that  Co- 
lumbus was  aen%  to  Spain  in  chains.-  From  these,  however, 
he  was  freed  immediately  on  hb  arrival,  and  had  an  oppor- 
t^oity  granted  him  of  vindicating  his  innocence.  He  w^, 
however,  deprived  of  all  power ;  and  notwithstanding  his 
great  services,  and  the  solemnity  of  the  agreement  between 
him  and  Ferdinand,  Columbus  never  could  obtain  the  ful- 
filment of  any  part  of  that  treaty.  At  last,  disgusted  with 
the  ingratitude  of  a  monarch  whom  be  bad  served  with  such 
fidelity  and  success,  and  exhausted  with  fatigues,  he  died 
May.2dth,  1506. 

Fcfrdinand,  who  had"  slighted  his  well-fouuded  claims 
when  living,  bestowed  upon  him  funeral  honours,  and  con- 
firmed to  his  children  their  hereditary  rights.  Columbus 
was  buried  in  the  cathedral  at  Seville,  and  on  his  tomb  was 
engraven  an  epitaph,  in  memory  of  his  renowned  actions 
Qfid  discovery  of  a  New  World,  which,  in  justice,  ought 
to  have  been  denominated  Columbia,  in  order  that  the 
name  might  for  ever  excite  the  remembrance  of  the  hero 
who,  in  spite  of  every  obstacle,  succeeded  in  realizing  ^ 
project,  esteemed  by  bis  contemporaries  as  the  chimera  of 
a  disturbed  imagination. 

,  Justinianus,  in  his  curious  edition  of  the  Polj'glot  Psal- 
ter, 1516,  of  which  a  beautiful  copy  is  preserved  in  the 
Cracherode  collection  in  the  British  Museum,,  has  intro- 
duced, by  way  of  commentary  on  Ps.  xix.  4,  "  their  words 
are  gone  forth  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,"  a  very  curious 
sketch  of  the  life  of  Columbus,  an  account  of  his  discovery 
of  America,  and  also  a  description  of  ibe  inhabitants,  par- 
ticularly of  the  female  native  Americans.  But  before  the 
Header  can  completely  allow  the  praise  of  original  disco- 
,yery  to  Columbus,  it  will  be  necessary  to  peruse  with  at- 
iiention  ^ur  article  of  Martin  B£U£M,  where  his  claims  are 
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powerfully  controverted.  Don  Ferdinand  Columbus,  the 
son  of  Christopher,  and  writer  of  bis  life,  entered  into  the 
ecclesiastical  state ;  and  founded  a  library,  which  he  be- 
queathed to  the  church  of  Seville,  to  this  day  called  the 
Columbine  L,ibrary.     He  died  in  1 560.  * 

COLUMBUS  (Don  Bartholomew),  brother  of  Chris- 
.  topher,  acquired  a  reputation  by  the  sea-charts  and  the 
spheres,  which  he  made  in  a  superior  manner,  considering 
the  time  in  which  he  lived.     He  had  passed  from  Italy  to 
Portugal  befoi'e  his  brother,  whose  tutor  he  had   been  in 
cosmography.     Don  Ferdinand  Columbus,    his  nephew, 
says,    that  his  uncle  having  embarked  for   London,  was 
taken  by  a  corsair,  who  carried  him  into  an  unknown  coun- 
try, where  he  was  reduced  to  the  Extremity  of  distress, 
from  which  he  delivered  himself  by  making  charts  for  navi* 
gation  ;  and,  having  amassed  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
be  went  to  England,  presented  to  the  king  a  map  of  the 
world 'in  his  own  method,  explained  to  him  the   plan  his 
brother  had  formed  of  striking  much  farther  forward  on 
the  ocean  than  had  ever  yet  been  done :    the  prince  in- 
treated  him  to  invite  over  Christopher,  promising  to  de- 
fray the  whole  expence  of  the  expedition ;  but  the  latter 
bad  already  entered  into  an  engagement  with  the  crown  of 
Castile.     Part  of  this  story,  and  especially  the  proposal 
made  by  the  king  of  England,  seems  totally  without  founda- 
tion :  but  it  appears  that  Bartholomew  had  a  share  in  the 
bounty  bestowed  on  Christopher  by  the  king  of  Castile 4 
and  in    1493  these  two  brothers,  and  Diego   Colutnbus, 
who  was  the  third,  were  ennobled.     Don   Bartholomew 
underwent  with  Christopher  the  fatigues  and  dangers  ins««> 
parable  from  such  long  voyages  as  those  in  which  they  both 
engaged,  and  built  the  town  of  St.  Domingo.     Ue  died  in 
15 14,  possessed  of  riches  and  honours.  ^ 

COLUMELLA  (Lucius  Junius  Moderatus),  a  native 
of  Spain,  was  a  Latin  writer,  of  whom  nothing  is  known, 
except  that  he  flourished  under  the  Roman  Emperoi:  Clitu- 
din^,  about  the  year  of  Christ  42 ;  and  has  left  some  bouks 
upon  agriculture,  and  a  "  Treatise  upon  Trees.'*  These 
works  are  curious  and  valuable,  as  well  for  their  matter  as 

^  Life  by  his  too,  writteo  about  )530,  of  which  th^re  is  a  Frerich  transUttOQ, 
Parii,  168],  2  vols.  12n)o. — Delia  pairiadi  Colombo,  Florence,  1S08,  in  the 
Turin  Alemoirs. — Robertson's  Hi^t.  of  America. — Inquiry  into  the  Discovery 
•f  America  by  Dr.  Williams,  8vo,  1791.— Character  of  Columbus,  Geut.  Mag, 
wq\.  tXI.  p.  1104.    See  also  art.  B«heu,  ii)  this  Diptiooary. 

*  Ferdinaml's  Life.— -Moreri* 
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•«tylt^,  which  latter  is  tbo«gbt  by  sdme  to  bq  not  vet'y  remote 
firocn  the  Latin  of  the  Augustaa  age.'  They  haye  usually 
heext  published  with  the  ^^  Scriplores  de  re  rustica."  ' 

COLUMNA  (Guy),  was  a  native  of  Messina  in  Sicily, 
who  followed  Edward  L  into  England,  on  his  return  from 
the  Holy  Land*  About  the  year  1287  he  compileil  a  chro- 
nicle in  36  bo(^,  and  wrote  several  historical  tracts  in  re- 
lation to  England.  His  most  curious  work  is,  ^^  The  his- 
tory of  the  siege  of  Troy,"  in  Latin,  Cologne  1477,  4to, 
and  Strasbourg  1486,  fol.  These  editions  are  very  scarce, 
as  are  the  Italian  translations  1481,  Venice,  in  fol.  and 
Florence  1610,  4to ;  but  the  edition  of  Naples  1655,  4to, 
is  not  so  rare.  * 

COLUTHUS,  a  Greek  poet,  was  a  native  of  Lycopolis, 
a  city  of  Thebais,  in  Upper  Egypt,  of  whose  parentage  or 
edqcation  nothing  is  recorded ;  but  we  learn  jfrom  Suidas 
that  he  lived  in  the  reign  of  Anastasius,  who  succeeded 
Zeno  in  tb^  government  of  the  Eastern  empire,  about  the 
year  491.  He  wrote  Caledonics,  Persies,  and  Encomia; 
but  none  of  his  works  now  remain,  except  the  "  Rape  of 
Helen,",  and  that  in  a  mutilated  state.  It  is  not,  however, 
destitute  of  imagery,  and  is  adorned  by  a  variety  of  striking 
and  expressive  epithets,  although  we  may  infer  from  it, 
that  the  true  poetic  spirit  had  then  ceased  to  flourish.  The 
6rst  edition  of  this  work  is  that  by  Aldus,  8vo,  without  a 
date,  along  with  Quintus  Calaber;  and  the  last»  if  we 
tnistake  not,  was  by  Harles,  1776,  Bvo,  but  the  best  i^ 
said  to  be  that  of  Lanness,  Gr,  &  Lat.  1747,  8vo,  The 
Italians  and  French  have  good  translations  in  their  re- 
spective languages,  and  there  are  tbre^  in  English ;  the 
iirst  by  sir  Edward  Sherborne  in  1701,  valuable  chiefly  for 
)ii^  learned  notes  ;  the  second  partly  by  Fawkes,  and  partly 
by  a  nameless  coadjutor,  in  1780;  and  the  third,  inferior 
to  that  of  Fawkes,  by  an  anonymous  writer,  was  published 
\n  1786.' 

COLWIL  (Ai*EXANDER),  a  Scotch  divine  and  poet,  was 
born  near  St.  Andrew's  in  Fifeshire,  1620,  and  educated 
i&  the  university  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  took  his  degree 
of  D.D.  and  was  settled  minister  at  Dysart.  In  1662  he 
complied  with  the  act  of  uniformity,  and  was  appointed 
principal  of  the  university  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  room  of 

»  Moreri.— Fabric.  Bibl.  Li^U-^azu  Onomtst. 

*  Moreri. — Diet.  Hist 

?  Moreri.— Diet.  Hist.— -Month.  'Rev.  toI.  LXXVI.-r-Vossius  de  Poet  Grgpc. 
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'T  1  r  :-  -  r>  ;-r 

Dr.  LeightoD, .  prpbaotecl  to  the  see  of  Dumblane.  He 
wrolt^  '•a^feM  cbitti-o>«^i»Ii  tfticts,'iaost  bf'VAAShaK  tsait 
forgottieii  ^\mt  thM  whicfc  ^aiticalarty  if^'cdttviAJend^s;  tmn^t^ 
the  notice 'of  tbb  piiMrc/  i^  ahuaioi^dbb  pberm' <mtUleil 
"  Scotch' Hu<libiai,'''wrftten  in  tbi^ 'fMrnitr  of  i Budiev. 
This  boolc  gkve  gteat '  bSeiide  to  the  fytiedby^rieils';  txk 
stilly  akbou^h'  little  know^n  in  Engkndy  'is^  well  eBtteemed 
in  IScbtland.  He  died  at  Eitiriburgh  l^^Jf^^  ^^fed'&U.-  .  .v 
71)k  acconrit,  \^e  know  ^lot  on  whkt  iLutbdnty,*  appear^ 
in  the  last  edition  of 'this  Dictionarj^,  4hd  <v^  suspect  h 
erroneous,  unless  there  were  two  Colwifis^ '4»:  CoWilsy  wfaoD 
both  wrote  ill  imitation  of  iBotier.  ih'ie^l  bne  Sai^luel 
Col vU' published,  at  Lohdflin,  '^  The  moiik  pqem,'qt^ 
Whig's  supplication,"^  l^mo.*  -^  -    ■    ' 

COMBEFIS  (Francis),  a  learned  Ootntiiican,  was  borh 
in  1605  at  Marmande,  aiid  distingui^i^d  for'hisrleiiVnfibg 
and  piety.  The  clergy  of  France  appointed  him  a  pensiofi 
of  1000  livres  in  1650,  as  a  reward  (of  his  merit,  and  an 
encouragement  to  complete  those  editions  of  tfaie  Greek 
fathers  which  have  procured-  hiiti  a  natde.  He  died  4it 
Paris  March  23,  1679^  aged  74.  He  published  the  worte 
of  St  Amphilochus,  St.  Methodius,  St.  Andrei  of  Gret^^ 
and  several  opuscula  of  the^Greek  fathei^s,*  mA  an  aiddttioii 
to  the  library  of  the  fathers,  3  vcfls.  foKo;  Gr.  aaid  Lat;  He 
also  contributed  to  the  edition  of  the  Byisantine  histopry, 
"  Historiae  Bizant.  Script,  post  Tbedphatieni,"  1^85,  fplio'; 
and  there  is  a  library  or  the  ftthers  by  bitii,.for  the  preacte- 
ers,  1662,  8  vols,  folio,  and  other  ivorkfr.'  The  chief  o&jecf- 
tion  to  this  la^pTit^us  writer  its  the  ihel^ieMoe  of  his  Latiti 
style,  which  rendiers  sbme'of  his  trandlitTbns  obscures.^    • 

COMBER  (TkoMis),  deSn  of  Ddrham,  the  sqnof-Jttfiwrs 
Coiiiber,  and  Mary- Barton,  who,  wten  sftie  mak-rled  fa^ 
father  was'  thie  widow  of  Mn.EdwirA  Haaipdetk  of  Westell 
ham  in  I^ent,  was  boi*n  at  Westerti&m  March  1^,  '16^, 
and  was' the  last  child  baptisclU  in 'that  parish  chureb  ac- 
cording to  the  rites  of  ^thij  church  of  England^  before  tk&SSe 
rites  weria  prohibited  'by  the  usiirping'^owei-s.  '  fiis-fettor 
'  was  so  persecuted  in  that  tumultuous  period,  for  bts>ib5fid« 
ty,  as  to  be' competed  to  take  iWugcin  Flinders^ '*l^aAritf); 
his  soh  entirely ^uhder  the- care  of  *his  mother.     His'^avfy 

'educatiou'he  received  at  the  school' of  WestferhafW  laftdtr 

'    '  r  .      *  'J 

,  .         •  .  .......       ,  '    ;    '  'r'.v  '    «  .'       .  d 

'  >  Ltitiedit..of  this  pict.-r-Jt7OT't  iMrpt  9^  .^t  Sfotelx  pOftt.-TTCMf»Vf4}\ 
IntrodQC^oD  to  tbQ  History  of  Scotish  Poetry.  ,  ;  " 

"  4 
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Ike  rev.  ThdmM  Walter^  a  teacher  of  piety  as, well  as 
leajming.  Heve  biiB  .progress  was  so  rapid  tbat  be  could 
read  and  -write  Or^k  before  be  was  ten  years  old,  and  in 
other  respects  uras  acpounted  a  pupil  of  great .  promise* 
from  tbis  place  bi$  removed  in  }  65^3  to  London,  «id  passed 
.some  time  uuder  ,a  scbooimastery  a  distant  relation,  but 
without  adding  ouich  to  bis  stock  of  knowledge^j.and  ia 
1656  returned  to  bis  fir^t  master  at  Westerbam,  and  on  bis 
ideatb,  read  Greek  and  Latin,  for  a  year,  assisted  by  the 
rev^  William  Holland. 

In  1659  be  was}  admitted  of  Sidney-&issex  college,  Cam« 
bridge,  April.  18,  after  having  cpmpleted  bis  fourteenth 
year.     Here  be  was  under  the  care  of  the  rev.  Edmund 
iMatthews,  B.  D,  senior  fellow  and  president  of  the  college. 
To  this  gentleman  be  acknowledges  bis  obligations  for  the 
paiiiis  be  took  in  teaching  him  experimental  philosophy, 
geometry,  astronomy,  and  other  parts  of  the  mathematics, 
music,  painting,  and  even  the  oriental  languages,  and  the 
^elements  of  philosophy  and  divinity.  Hisfamily  having  been 
aufferers  by  the  rebellion,  be  was  obliged  to  husband  his  little 
property  with  the  utmost  care,  and  seems  to  have  considered 
.an  exhibition  of  ten  pounds  annually  as  a  very  important 
acqui»tioin ;. because  with  the  addition  of  five  pounds  from 
a  private  benefactor,  be  informs  us,  ^  it  enabled  him  to  live 
very  well,  and.  from  tbat  time,  be  put  bis  parents  to  no 
other  expenc?,  but  tbat  of  providing  him  his  clothes  .and 
books.*'     In  January  1662  be  was  chosen  scholar  of  the 
house,  with  another  pension  of  five  pounds  p^r  annum, 
which  cheered  an  mconoipist  of  such  bumble  expectations 
ii^b'the.  pfospect  of  absolute  plenty.     Having  beeQ  ad- 
.mitted.  to  the  degree,  of  A.  B.  Jan.  21,  1662,  he  now  in- 
dplged  the  natural  wi^  of  a  young^  scholar,  to  continue  in 
the  university,  >nd  was  led  to  entertain  hope$  of  obtaining 
^,fe)lpwship,  either  in  bis  own  college^  or  in  St.  John's,  the 
J9a$ter  of  vrhich^  Dr.  Gunning,  had  made  him  many  pro- 
,iniscs;  but  these  proving  abortive,  and  the  tea  pound  ex* 
^^bitiQn.  being,  withdrawn  (which  did  not  cooae  from  the 
cpl^ge,  but  fr^n^  a  fund  raised  by  certain  Kentish  men 
^estdenl  in  London)  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  univer- 
i#i^y»  ai)d.  tetiire  to  ))is  father's  bouse.    In  this  situation, 
however,  he  was  not  without  friends  ^  a  Mr.  John  Holney 
of'  Eden-bridge,  a  pious  old  gcfntleman,  and  his  fetber's 
particular  friend,  found., out  his. merit,  and  made  him  a 
handsome  present,  with  a  request  that  be  would  draw  upon 


COMBER.  105 

him  at  any  time  for  any  sum  he  might  want ;  liod  so  many 
other  friends  from  other  quarters  appeared^  that  Mr.  Com- 
ber never  found  it  necessary  to  avail  himself  of  Mr.  Hoi* 
ney's  munificence  in  the  future  periods  of  his  life. 

Early  in  1663,  he  accepted  an  invitation  to  the  house  of 
his  late  preceptor  Mr.  Holland,  now  rector  of  AU-bailows 
Staining,  Londofc,   and  being  ordained  deacon  Aug.  18, 
he  read  prayers  for  Mr.  Holland,  and  employed  the  week 
in  studying  at  Sion  college.     Soon  after  he  was  invited  to 
be  curate  to  the  rev.  Gilbert  Bennet,  who  held  the  living 
of  Stonegrave  in  Yorkshire,  and  who  promised,  if  he  liked 
faim^  to  resign  in  bis  favour  in  a  year  or  two,  as  be  was  pos-  , 
sessed  of  other  preferment.     Having  accepted  this  ofier, 
he  was  next  year  ordained  priest  at  York  minster  by  arch- 
bishop Sterne,  and  .no  objection  was  inade  to  his  age 
(twenty  years)  on  account  of  his  uncommon  qualifications  ; 
and  when  this  circumstance,  which  had  not  passed  unob- 
servedi  was  afterwards  objected  to  the  archbishop,  as  an 
irregularity,  he  declared  be  had  found  no  reason  to  repent. 
Id  1666  he  was  admitted  at  Cambridge  to  bis  master^s  de* 
gree  by  proxy,  the  plague  then  raging  at  the  university. 
At  Stonegrave,  his  character  having  recommended  him  to 
the  notice  of  Mr.  Thornton  of  East- Newton  in  Yorkshire, 
he  was  invited  to  reside  at  that  gentleman's  house,  and  be 
afterwards  married  one  of  his  daughters.     While  he  lived 
with  this  family,  he  wrote  various  theological  pieces,  and 
also  amused  himself  with  poetical  compositions.    In  1669 
Mr.  Bennet  resigned  the  living  of  Stonegrave,  and   Mr. 
Comber  was  inducted  in  October  of  that  yean 

Having  long  been  an  admirer  of  the  church-service,  he 
determined  to  recommend  it  to  the  public,  which  at  that 
time  was  frequently  interested  in  disputes  respecting  set 
forms  and  extempore  prayer;  and  with  this  view  published, 
about  1672,  the  first  part  of  his  "  Companion  to  the  Tem- 
ple ;*'  in  1>674  the  second  part;  and  in  1675,  the  third  part, 
of  which  a  different  arrangement  was  adopted  in  tbctsub* 
sequent  editions.  In  1677,  he  was  installed  prebend  of 
Holme  in  the  metropolitan  church  of  York,  and  the  same 
year,  so  rapid  was  the  sale,  a  third  edition  of  his  '^  Com- 
panion to  the  Temple*'  was  published,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  new  edition  of  a  very  useful  tract,  to  which  he  did 
not  put  his  name)  entitled  ^^  Advice  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics," and  bis  first  book  of  "The  Right  of  Tithes,*'  &c. 
against  Elwood  the  quaker,  and  also  without  his  name. 
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The  saipe  year  appeared  his  **  Brief  Discourse  on  the 
Offices  of  Baptism,  Catechism,  and  Confirmation/'  dedi- 
cated to  Tillotson.  In  167S  the  living  of  Thornton  be- 
coming vacant,  he  was  presented  to  it  by  sir  Hugh  Chol- 
meley  i  and  as  this  place  was  only  ten  miles  from  Stone- 
grave,  he  found  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  dispensation 
from  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  also  created  him, 
by  patent,  D.D.  In  1680  we  find  him  combating  an  ad- 
versary, on  the  subject  of  tithes,  far  more  considerable 
than  Elwood,  namely,  John  Selden,  so  justly  celebrated  for 
his  learning  and  abilities.  In  confutation .  of  Selden's 
'*  History  of  Tithes,"  he  now  published  the  first  part  of 
his  "  Historical  Vindication  of  the  Divine  right  of  Tithes," 
and  in  1681,  the  second  part.  Some  time  in  this  year, 
he  published  a  tract,  entitled  **  Religion  and  Loyalty," 
which  he  informs  us  was  intended  to  convince  the  duke  of 
York,  that  no  person  in  succession  to  the  throne  of  England 
ought  to  embrace  popery ;  and  to  persuade  the  people  of 
England  not  to  alter  the  succession.  As  in  this  pamphlet 
he  seemed  to  favour  the  doctrine  of  non-resistance,  he  was 
attacked  by  the  popular  party  as  an  enemy  to  freedom ; 
but  his  biographer  has  defended  him  with  success  against 
such  charges. 

Some  inferior  preferments,   obtained  by  Dr.  Comber, 
were  followed  (in  1683)  by  a  grant  of  the  dignity  of  pre- 
centor of  York.     !Be  was  in  this  situation  when  a  series  of 
imprudent  and   arbitrary  measures  roused'  that   national 
spirit  which  drove  James  II.  from  his  throne.     The  pre- 
centor was  not  slow  in  promoting  ^his  spirit ;  and,  when 
^  the  prince  and  princess  of  Orange  had  been  called  to  the 
throne,  he  vindicated  the  legality  of  the  new  government 
against  the  calumnies  of  the  Tory  party.     His  patriotic 
exertions  were  not  unrewarded ;  for  he  was  promoted  in 
1691  to  the  valuable  deanry  of  Durham,  partly  by  the  in- 
terest of  archbishop  Tillotson,  but  was  not  a  little  affected 
in  owing  the  vacancy  to  the  deprivation  of  his  friend  Dr. 
Dennis  GrenvjUe,  a  nonjuror.     He  would  probably  have 
been  at  length  advanced  to  the  episcopal  dignity,  had  not 
a  consumption  put  an  end  to  his  life  in  1699,  before  hie 
had  completefl  his  fifty-fifth  year. 

Besides  the  works  already  noticed.  Dr.  Comber  wrote, 
I.  "A  Schojastical  History  of  the  primitive  and  general 
use  of  Liturgies  in  the  Christian  Church  ;*  together  with  an 
Answer  tp  Mr.  David  Clarkson's  late  Discourse  concerning 


I 
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Liturgies/'  Ijond.  1690,  dedicated  to  king  WUlintn  and 
queen  Mary,  2.  '^  A  Companion  to  the  Altar ;  or,  an 
Help  to  the  worthy  Receiving  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  by 
Discourses  and  Meditations  upon  the  whole  Qommunioor 
office."  3..  *^  A  brief  Discourse  upon  the  Offieea  of  Bap- 
tisiQ,  Catechism,  and  Confirmation,''  printed  at  the  .end  of 
the  Comps^nion  to  the  Altar."  4.  ^^  A  Discourse  on  the 
occasional  Offices  in  the  Common  Prayer,  viz.  Matri.- 
mony.  Visitation  of  the  Sick,  Burial  of  the  Dead,  Church^- 
ingol*  Women,  and  the  Com9iiAation."  5.  **  A  Discourse 
upon  the  Manner  and  Form  of  making  Bishops,-  Priests, 
and  Deacons/'  London,  1699,  8vo,  dedicated  to  archbishop 
Tenison.  6.  ^'  Short  Discourses  upon  th0  whole  Ccmimeo 
Prayer,  designed  to  inform  the  judgment,  and  excite  the 
devotion  of  such  as  daily  use  the  same  ;"  chiefly  by  way  of 
paraphrase,  London,  1684,  8 vo,  dedicated  to  Anne,  prin^ 
cess  of  Denmark,  to  whom  the  author  was  chaplain.  7. 
^^  Koman  Forgeries  in  the  Councils  during  the  first  foiur 
Centuries ;  together  with  an  Appendix,  concerning  thp 
foVgeries  and  errors  in  the  annals  of  Barooius,"  ibid,  1689, 
4to.  It  seems  doubtful  whether  the  edition  of  Fox's 
**  Christus  Triumphans,"  which  appeared  in  1672,  was 
published  by  him.  From  his  correspondence,  and  froi^  a 
MS  account  of  his  life  left  in  his  family,  his  great  grandson, 
the  rev.  T.  Comber  of  Jesus  college,  Cambridge,  publish^ 
ed  in  1799,  an  interesting  volume,  entitled  "Memoirs 
of  th^  Life  and  Writings  of  Thomas  ,Gomber,  D.  D. 
some  time  dean  of  Durham  ;  in  which  is  introduced  a 
candid  view  of  the  scope  and  execution  of  the  several 
works  of  Dr.  Comber,  as  well  printed  as  MS. ;  also  a  fair 
account  of  his  literary  correspondence."  Of  this  we  have 
availed  ourselves  as  to  the  preceding  facts,  and  must  still 
refer  to  it  for  a  more  satisfactory  detail  of  Dr.  Comber's 
public  services  and  private  character.  He  was  unques- 
tionably a  pious,  learned,  and  indefatigable  supporter  of 
the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  church  of  England ;  and 
bis  private  character  added  a. very  striking^  lustre  to  his 
public  professions.  His  principal  works,  not  of  the  con- 
troversial kind,  are  those  he  wrote  on  the  various  parts  of 
the  liturgy,  which,  although,  in  less  reputation  now  than 
formerly,  unquestionably  were  the  first  of  the  kind,  and 
rendered  the  labours  of  bis  successors  Nichols,  Wheailey, 
&c.  more  easy.  His  style  is  in  general  perspicuous,  .id.r 
though  yoid  of  ornament,  ar^d  the  phraseology,  somewhat 
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peculiar ;  but  these  liturgical  comtnentaries  are  chiefly 
valuable  for  the  accumulation  of  learned  references  and 
authorities.  As  to  his  private  character,  his  biographer 
assures  us,  that  '^  his  modesty  and  inambition  were  singu^ 
larly  remarkable.  Content  with  a  moderate  fortune,  he 
was  desirous  of  continuing  in  a  private  station,  tbpjugh 
possessed  of  abilities  and  integrity  capable  of  adorning  the 
most  exalted  and  splendid  rank.  Insensible  equally  to  the 
calls  of  ambition  and  the  allurements  of  wealth,  we  behold 
him  declining  situations  of  honour  and  emolument,  to  ob* 
tain  which  thousands  have  made  shipwreck  of  their  honour 
and  conscience.  When  the  importunity  of  his  friends  had 
at  last  prevailed  on  him  to  lay  aside  his  thoughts  of  con- 
tinuing in  obscurity,  and  induced  him  to  step  forward  into 
a  more-public  life,  we  see  him  respected  by  all  the  great 
and  good  men  of  his  time,  and  frequently  receiving  public 
marks  of  esteem  from  the  lips  of  royalty  itself.  The  same 
modesty  which  had  made  him  desirous  of  continuing  in  a 
private  station,  still  adhered  to  him  when  preferred  to  an 
eminent  dignity  in  the  church :  unassuming  and  huniblein 
private  life,  in  public  he  was  dignified  without  pride,  and 
generour  without  ostentation.*^ 

Inhere  was  also  another  Thomas  Comber,  D.  D^  who 
lived  in  the  same  century,  and  was  of  Trinity  college  in 
Cambridge.  He  was  born  in  Sussex,  Jan.  1,  1575  3  ad- 
mitted scholar  of  Trinity  college.  May  1593  ;  chosen  fel- 
low of  the  same,  October  1597 ;  preferred  to  the  deanery 
of  Carlisle,  August  1630;  and  sworn  in  master  of  Trinity 
college,  Oct.  1631.  In  1 642,  be  was  imprisoned,  plundered, 
and  deprived  of  all  his  preferments ;  and  died  February 
1653,  at  Cambridge.  He  was  a  man  of  very  extensive 
learning,  particularly  in  the  classical  and  oriental  lan- 
guages ;  and  Neal,  the  historian  of  his  persecutors,  bears 
testimony  to  the  excellence  of  his  character  in  this  and 
other  respects.  He  is  here  however  noticed,  chiefly  to 
correct  the  mistakes  of  the  Biog.  Britannica,  Wood*s 
AthensB,  &c.  in  which  he  is  confounded  with  the  dean  of 
Durham,  and  said  to  have  entered  into  a  controversy  with 
Selden  on  the  subject  of  tithes.  He  was,  however,  related 
to  him,  the  dean*s  grandfather  John  Comber,  esq.  being  his 
uncle.' 

COMBER  (Thomas),  LL.  D.  grandson  to  the  preceding 
Dr.  Comber,  dean  of  Durham,  was  educated  at  Jesus  col- 

1  Memoirs  as  above. — ^Birch's  Tillolson.— Of  the  Dean  of  Carlisle,  9^  W«I^, 
Iter's  Sufferios^s,  and  his  Funeral  Serfl^on  by  Boremaiii  1653,  4to. 
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lege,  Cambridge^  where  he  took  his  degrees  of  B.  A.  1744, 
M.  A.  1770,  and  LL.  D.  1777.  He  was  rector  of  Kirkby 
Misperton,  Yorkshire,  and  afterwards  rector  of  Morborne 
and  Buckwortb  in  Huntingdonshire.  He  was  a  man  of 
considerable  parts  and  learning,  and  the  author  of  several 
controversial  tracts,  among  which  are :  1.  "The  Heathen 
rejection  of  Christianity  in  the  first  ages  considered,*'  1747, 
8vo.  2.  "  An  Examination  of  a  late  introductory  Dis- 
course concerning  Miraculous  Power,"  by  Dr.  Middleton,  a 
pamphlet  in  which  Warburton  discovered  marks  of  genius 
and  sense,  but  with  some  puerilities.  3.  ^<  A  Vindication 
of  the  great  Revolution  in  England  in  1688,  &c."  1758, 
8vo.  4.  **  A  Free  and  Candid  Correspondence  on  the 
Farmer's  Letter  to  the  people  of  England,  &c.  with,  the 
Author,"  1770,  8vo.  5.  "  A  Treatise  of  Laws,  from  the 
Greek  of  Sylburgius's  edition  of  Theodoret,  bishop  of  Cy« 
prus,  &c."  1776,  8vo.  6.  "Memoirs  of  the  Life  and 
Death  of  the  right  hgiu  the  Lord  Deputy  Wande^orde,'* 
Cambridge,  1778,  12mo.  Dr.  Comber  was  great  great 
grandson  to  this  nobleman.  This  last  is  a  very  curious  and 
a  very  scarce  performance.  It  is  marked  on  the  title-page, 
vol.  n.  and  was  to  be  considered  as  the  second  volume  of  a 
work  published  by  ojur  author  in  1777,  entitled  ^^  A  Book 
oT  Instructions,  written  by  sir  Christopher  Wandesforde  to 
hi^  son,  but  they  are  seldom^  found  together."  Dr.  Com* 
ber  died  in  1778.* 

COMENIUS  (John  Amos),  a  celebrated  grammarian 
and  protestant  divine,  was  bom  in  Moravia  in  1592.  Hav-* 
ing  studied  in  several  places,  and  particularly  at  Herborn, 
he  returned  to  his  own  country  in  1614,  and  was  made 
rector  of  a  college  there.  He  was  ordained  minister  in 
1616,  and  two  years  after  became  pastor  of  the  church  of 
Fulnec :  at  which  time  he  was  appointed  master  of  a  school 
lately  erected.  He  then  appears  to  have  projected  the 
introduction  of  a  new  method  for  teaching  the  languages. 
He  published  some  essays  for  this  purpose  iu  1616,  and 
bad  prepared  other  pieces  on  that  subject,  which  were  de« 
stroyed  in  1621,  when  the  Spaniards  plundered  his  library, 
after  having  taken  the  city.  The  ministers  of  Bohemia 
and  M-pravia  being  outlawed  by  an  edict  in  1624,  and  the 
persecution  increasing  the  year  after,  Comenius  fled  to 
Lesna,  a  city  of  Poland,  and  taught  Latin.     There  he  pub* 

\  ^tULw§  of  Dr.  ComW,  dtMt  pf  Dorham.-^Ni^tlt's  Bovfen 
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lished  in  1631,  his  book  entitled  ^^Janua  linguatrum  rese- 
iiata,'^  or,  "  the  gate  of  languages  unlocked  :"  of  which  he 
gives  us  an  account  which  is  universally  allowedtobetrue: 
*•  I  never  could  have  imagined,'*  says  he,  **that  this  little 
book,  calculated  only  for  children,  should  have  met  with 
universal  applause  from  the  learned.  This  had  been  justi- 
fiied  by  the  letters  I  have  received  from  a  great  number  ot 
learned  men  of  different  countries,  in  which  they  highly 
congratulate  me  on  this  new  invention ;  aS  wey  us  by  the 
versions  which  have  been  emulously  made  of  it  into  several 
modern  tongues.  For  it  has  not  only  been  translated  into 
twelve  European  languages,  namely,  Latin,  Greek,  Bohe- 
mian, Polish,  German,  Swedish,  Dutch,  English^  French,' 
Spanish,  Italian,  Hungarian ;  but  likewise  into  the  Asiatic 
languages,  as,  Arabic,  Turkish,  Persian,  and  even  the  Mo- 
gul, which  is  spoken  all  over  the  East  Indies."  It  was  af- 
terwards reprinted  under  the  title  of  "  Otbis  sensualium 
pictus,"  and  is  still,  according  to  baron  Born,  used  in  th6 
schools  of  Bohemia,  Comenius  being  j^articutarly  skilled 
in  the  language  of  that  country. 

This  book  gained  Comenius  such  reputation,  that  the 
governing  powers  of  Sweden  wrote  to  him  in  1638,  and 
offered  him  a- commission  for  new  regulating  all  the  schools 
in  that  kiugdom ;  which  ofi^r,  hdwever,  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  accept,  but  only  promised  to  assist  with  his  ad- 
vice those  who  should  be  appointed  to  execute  that  com- 
inission.  He  then  translated  into  Latin,  a  piece  which  he 
had  written  .in  his  native  tongue,  concerning  the  new 
method  ofihstructing  youth,' a  specimen  of  which  Appeared 
under  the  title  of  "  Pansophiae  prbdrottius,*'  or  ***The 
forerunner  of  universal  learning,'^  printed  at  London,  1639, 
12mo,  and  translated  by  Jer.  Collier,  1651.  This  mad^ 
him  considered  as  one  very  capable  of  reforming  the  me- 
thod of  teaching;  and  the  parliament  of  .England  desired 
his  assistance  to  reform  the  schools  of  this  kingdom.  He 
arrived  at  London,  Sept.  1641,  but  the  t-6bellion  thei\ 
commencing,  shewed  Comenius  that  this' was  not  a  junc- 
ture favourable  to  his  designs ;  he  went  thei'efdrfe  to  Swe- 
den, whither  he  had  been  invited  By  Lewis  dfe  Gei^r,  a 
gentleman  of.  great  merit,  who  had  the  publib  welfare 
very  much  at  heai^t.  He  arrived  there  in  August  1642, 
and  discoursed  with  'Oxenstiern  about  bis^  method :  thfe 
result  of  which  conference  wa^,  that  he  should  ^o  aiid  fix 
at  Elbing  in  Prussia,  and  compose  it.     In  the  mean  time 
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Lewis  de  Geer  settled  a  considerable  stipend  upon  him^ 
\>y  which  means,  being  delivered  from  the  drudgery  of 
teaching  a  school,  he  employed  himself  wholly  in  finding 
out  general  methods  for  those  who  instructed  youth. 
Having  spent  four  years  at  Elbing  in  this  study,  he  returned 
to  Sweden  to  shew  his  composition,  which  was  examined 
by  three  commissioners,  and  declared  worthy  of  being 
mad6  public  when  completed.  He  spent  two  more  years 
upon  it  at  Elbing,  and  then  was  obliged  to  return  to  Lesna*. 
In  1650  he  took  a  journey  to  the  court  of  Sigismund  Ra« 
gotski,  prince  of  Traiisilvania ;  where  a  conference  was 
desired  with  him  on  the  subject  of  education.  He  gave 
this  prince  some  pieces,  containing  instructions  for  regu^ 
lating  the  college  of  Patak,  pursuant  to  the  maxims  laid 
down  in  his  **  Pansophia  ;"  and,  during  four  years,  he  was 
allowed  to  propose  whatever  he  pleased  with  regard  to  the 
government  of  that  college.  After  this  he  returned  to 
Lesna,  a^iid.did  not  leave  it  till  it  was  burnt  by  the  Poles ; 
of  which  calamity,  as  we  shall  see  below,  Comenius  was 
charged  with  being  the  pause.  He  lost  there  all  his  ma- 
nuscripts, except  what  he  bad  written  on  Pansophia,  and 
on  the  Ilevelations.  He  fled  into  Silesia,  thence  to  Bran** 
denburgh^  afterwards  to  Hamburgh,  and  lastly  to  Amster- 
dam ;  wher^  he  met  with  so  much  encouragement,  that 
,he  was  tempted  to  continue  there  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  printed  there,  in  1657,  at  the  expence  of  hiff 
Maecenas,  the  different  parts  of  his  new  method  of  teach- 
ing. The  work  is  in  folio^  and  divided  into  four  parts. 
"  The  vvliole,^'  says  Bayle,  *'  cost  the  author  prodigious 
pains,  other  people  a  great  deal  of  money,  yet  the  learned 
received  no  benefit  from  it ;  nor  is  there,  in  my  opinion^ 
any  thing  practically  useful  in  the  hints  of  that  author." 

But  Cbmeiiius  was  not  only  intent  upon  the  reformation 
of  schools;  he  had  beqome  a  deep  researcher  into  pro- 
phecies, revolutions,  the  ruining  of  antichrist,  the  miUeu- 
nium,  ^c.  mid  Had  collected  with  prodigious  care  the  chi- 
meras of  Kotterus,  those  of  Christiana  Poniatovia,  and  of 
Drabicius,  and  published  them  at  Amsterdam.  These 
writers  promised  miracles  to  those  who  should  endeavout 
to  extirpate  the  house  of  Austria  and  the  pbpp.  Gusta- 
vus.  Adolphus,  and  Charles  Gustavus,  kiogs  of  Sweden, 
Cromwell  and  ftagotski,  had  been  promised  as  those  who 
should  accomplish  those  splendid  prophecies.;  to  which, 
howeverV  the  tventVdid  not  correspond.     W'e  arfe  told  that 
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Comenius,  not  knowing  how.  to  extricate  himself,  at  last 
took  it  into  his  bead  to  address  Lewis  XIV.  of  France ; 
that  be  sent  him  a  copy  of  Drabicius's  prophecies,  and 
insinuated  that  it  was  to  this  monarch  God  promised  the 
empire  of  the  world,  by  the  downfall  of  those  who  perse*- 
cuted  Christ.  He  wrote  some  books  at  Amsterdam  ;  one 
particularly  against  des  Marets  concemitig  the  millennidm, 
and  Des  Marets  answered  with  contempt  and  asperity,  re« 
presenting  him  as  an  impostor. 

Comenius  became  at  last  sensible  of  the  vanity  of  bis 
labours,  as  we  learn  from  the  book  be  published  in  1668 
at  Amsterdam,  entitled  ^<  Unius  necessarii,**  or  *^  Of  the 
one  thing  needful  ;**  in  which  he  acquaints  us  also  with  the 
resolution  he  had  made,  of  employing  all  his  future  thoughts 
wholly  on  his  salvation,  and  this  he  probably  kept.  He 
died  at  Amsterdam,  1671,  in  his  eightieth  year.  Had  he 
Tived  much  longer,  he  would  Have  seen  the  falsity  of  his 
prophecies  with  regard  to  the  millennium,  which  he  af* 
iirmed  would  begin  in  1672,  or  1673*  Whatever  mortifi- 
cation Comenius  must  have  felt  on  the  score  of  his  prophe- 
cies, his  enemies  have  brought  more  serious  charges  against 
liim.  He  was  first  reproached  with  having  done  great  pre- 
judice to  his  brethren,  who  were  banished  with  him  from, 
Moravia.  Most  of  them  had  fled  from  their  country  with 
considerable  sums  of  money  ;  but,  instead  of  being  oeco- 
^omists,  they  squandered  it  away  in  a  short  time,  because 
Comenius  prophesied  they  should  return  to  their  country 
immediately,  and  thus  they  were  very  soon  reduced  to 
beggary.  He  was  also  accused  of  having  been  the  cause 
of  the  plundering  and  burning  of  Lesna,  where  his  bre- 
thren had  found  an  asylum,  by  the  panegyric  he  made  so 
unseasonably  upon  Charles  Gustavus  of  Sweden,  when  he 
invaded  Poland.  Comenius  proclaimed  him  in  a  prophetic 
manner  to  be  the  immediate  destroyer  of  popery;  by 
which  the  protestants  of  Poland  became  extremely  odious 
to  the  Roman  catholics  of  that  kingdom..  He  did  not 
seem  to  be  undeceived  when  the  king  of  Sweden  turned  his 
arms  against  Denmark ;  for  he  made  hrm  a  second  pane- 
gyric, wherein  he  congratulated  him  no  less  on  this  new 
invasion  than  he  had  done  upon  the  former.  But  whatever 
credit  the  protestants  of  Lesna  might  give  to  Comenius^ 
that  city  was  surprised  and  burnt  by  the  Polish  army  ;  on 
which  occasion  Comenius  lost  his  house,  his  furniture,  and 
his  library ;  a  proof  that,  if  he  was  an  impostor,  he  had 
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first  deceived  himself.  Part  of  his  apocalyptic  treatises, 
and  some  other  pieces  relating  to  his  Pansophia,  escaped 
the  flames ;  be  having  just  time  to  cover  them  in  a  bole 
under  ground,  firom  which  they  were  taken  ten  days  after 
the  fire :  but  his  **  Lexicon  Bohemicum,"  a  work  which 
baron  Born  conceives  would  have  been  of  the  highest 
utility,  was  totally  destroyed.  On  this  he  had  spent  above 
forty  years  of  his  life. 

Besides  the  works  already  mentioned,  Comenius  wrote, 
1;  "Synopsis  Physicoe,  ad  lumen  divinum  reformatae,'* 
Amst.  1643,  and  1645,  12mo,  published  in  English,  1651, 
]2mo.  This  book  has  procured  him  a  place  in  Brucker^s 
class  of  scriptural  philosophers.  Comenius,  according  to 
bis  analysis  of  the  work,  supposes  three  principles  of  na- 
ture— ^matter,  spirit,  and  light ;  the  first,  a  dark,  inactive, 
corporeal  substance,  which  receives  forms:  the  second, 
the  subtle,  living,  invisible  substance,  which  animates  ma- 
terial bodies;  the  third,  a  middle  substance  between  the 
two  former,  lucid,  visible,  moveable,  capable  of  penetrat- 
ing mutter,  which  is  the  instrument  by  which  spirit  acts 
upon  matter,  and  "Which  performs  its  office  by  means  of 
motion,  agitation,  or  vibration.*  Of  these  three  principles 
he  conceived  all  created  beings  to  be  composjed.  This 
doctrine  he  attempts  to  derive  from  the  Mosaic  history  of 
the  creation ;  but  the  scholastic  fictions  which  men  of  this 
cast  ascribe  to  Moses,  Moses  himself  would  probably  never 
have  owned.  2.  "  Ecclesiae  Slavoniae,  &c.  brevis  his* 
toriola,"  Amst.  1660,  afterwards  published  by  Buddeus 
under  the  title  of  "  Historia  Fratrum  Bohemorum,"  1702, 
4to.  Several  other  of  his  publications,  now  of  little  in- 
terest, are  enumerated  in  our  authorities.* 

COMES  (Natalis),  or  Noel  Conti,  an  Italian  writer, 
was  born  at  Venice  about  the  commencement  of  the  six- 
teenth century,  and  became  greatly  distinguished  for  clas- 
sical learning.  He  translated  from  Greek  into  Latin  tha 
**  Delpnosophistae  of  Athenaeus,"  the  "  Rhetoric  of  Her- 
mogenes,"  and  he  published  original  poems  in  both  these 
languages.  He  wrote  a  history  of  his  own  times  from  1545 
to  1581,  fol.  1612,  a  very  scarce  edition.  The  first  was 
that  of  1572^  4to,  but  his  principal  work  is  a  system  of 

1  Gen.  Diet.— Baron  Bern's  Effigies  Virorum  Bohemift,  vol.  I. — Morhoff 
PolybUf.  who  speaks  with  much  severity  of  his  •*  Janua  Linguwam."— ?oppei» 
Bibl.  Belg.^Brucker's  HJ?t,  of  Philosofby.— Freyta^  Adparat.  Lit. — SaJtiiOno- 
Bistfticon. 
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mythology  entitled  ^'  Mytbologiae,  sive  eirplicationis  Fa^* 
foularuro,  lib.  X.''  Padua,  1616,  4to,  and  often  reprinted. 
It  was  dedicated  to  Charles  IX.  of  France.  He  died  in 
1589,  and  on  account  of  his  love  of  allegory  and  mysticism 
he  was  denominated  by  Joseph  Scaiiger,  rather  harshly, 
*^  Homo  futilissimus. ' 

.  COMIERS  (Claude)^  canon  of  Embnin,  bis  native 
place,  was  professor  of  mathematics  at  Paris,  and  was  em* 
ployed  some  time  on  the  Journal  des  Savans,  but  becom- 
ing blind,  he  entered  the.Quinze-Vingts  of  Paris,  where 
he  died  in  1693.  The  chief  of  his  works  are,  1.  <^  The 
new  science  of  the  nature  of  Comets."  2.  **  A  Discourse 
on  Comets."  3.  "  Three  Discourses  on  the  art  of  pro- 
longing Life,"  suggested  by  an  article  in  the  Gazette  of 
Holland  concerning  a  Louis  Galdo,  who  was  said  to  have 
lived  400  years.  These  discourses  are  curious  from  the 
number  of  anecdotes  they  contain.  4.  "  A  Tract  on  Spec- 
Mcles  for  assisting  the  Sight,".  1682.  5.  A  Treatise  on 
Prophecies,  Vaticinations,  Predictions  and  Prognostica- 
tions," against  M.  Jurieu,  12mo.  6.  ^^  A  Treatise  on 
Speech,  oti  Languages,  and  Writings,  and  on  the  art  of 
secret  speaking  and  writing,"  Liege,  1691,  12mo,  which, 
says  our  authority,  although  it  passed  through  two  editions, 
is  extremely  rare.  * 

COMINES,  or  COMMINES,  Lat  CoMiNiEUS  (PpiLiP 
pE)f  an  excellent  French  historian,  was  born  of  a  noble 
family  in  Flanders,  1446.  He  was  a  man  of  great  abilities, 
which,  added  to  his  illustrious  birth,  soon  recomn>ended 
him  to  the  notice  of  Charles  the  Bold,  duke  of  Burgundy, 
\vith  whom  he  lived  in  intimacy  for  about  eight  years,  tie 
was  afterwards  invited  to  the  court  of  France  by  Louis  XL 
and  became  a  man  of  consequence,  not  only  from  the 
countenance  which  was  given  him  by  .the  monarch,  but 
from  other  great  connections  also,  which  he  formed  by  mar- 
rying into  a  noble  family.  Louis  made  him  his  chamber- 
Iain,  and  seneschal  or  chief  magistrate  of  the  provitic'e  of 
Poictou.  He  also  employed  him  in  several  negotiations, 
%vhich  he  executed  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  enjoyed 
|he  high  favour  of  his .  prince.  But  after  the  death  of 
Louis,  when  his  successor  Charles  VIIL  came  to  the  throne^ 
the  envy  pf  his  adversaries  prevailed  so  far,  that  he  was 

i     •  Morerl.**>Dict.  Hi8t-~Saxii  Onofloast.— Clement  BibU^Cariense. 
«  Motcrl. — ^Dict.  Hist 


C  O  M  I  N  E  S.  li5> 

imprisoned  at  Loches^  in  the  county  of  Berry,  and  treated, 
with  great  severity  ;  but  by  the  application  of  his  wife,  he 
was  removed  at  length  to  Paris.  After  some  time  he  was . 
convened  before  the  parliament,  in  which  he  pleaded  his 
own  cause  with  such  effect,  that,  after  a  speech  of  two 
hours,  he  was  discharged.  In  this  harangue  he  insisted 
much  upon  what  he  had  done  both  for  the  king  and  king-  ^ 
dom,  and  the  favour  and  bounty  of  his  master  Louis  XL 
He  remonstrated  to  them,,  that  he  bad  done  nothing  either 
through  avarice  or  ambition ;  and  that  if  his  designs  had 
been  only  to  have  enriched  himself,  he  had  as  fair  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  it  as  any  man  of  his  condition  in  France. 
He  died  in  a  house  of  his  own  called  Argenton,  Oct. 
17,  1509;  and  his  body,  being  carried  to  Paris,  was  in- 
t<erred  in  the  church  belonging  to  the  Augustines,  in  a 
chapel  which  he  had  built  for  himself.  In  his  prosperity 
be  had  the  following  saying  frequently  in  his  mouth :  ^^  He 
that  will  not  work,  let  him  not  eat '/'  in  his  adversity  hq 
used  to  say,  *'  I  committed  myself  to^  the  sea,  and  am 
overwhelmed  in  a  storm.^' 

He  was  a  man  of  great  parts,  but  not  learned.  He 
spoke  several  modern  languages  well,  the  German,  French, 
and  Spanish  especially;  but  he  knew  nothing  of  the  an- 
cient, which  he  used  to  lament.  His  ^*  Memoirs  of  his  own 
times,'^  commence  from  1464,  and  include  a  period  of 
thirty- four  years ;  in  which  are  commemorated  the  most 
remarkable  actions  of  the  two  last  dukes  of  Burgundy,  and 
of  Louis  XL  and  Charles  VIII.  kings  of  France ;  as  like- 
wise the  most  important  contemporary  transactions  in  Eng- 
land,. Flanders,  Germany,  Italy,  and  Spain.  The  great 
penetration  and  judgment  which  Comines  has  shewn  in 
these  memoirs,  the  extensive  knowlege  of  men  and  things, 
the  wonderful  skill  in  unfolding  counsels  and  tracinj^  ac- 
tions to  their  first  springs,  and  the  variety  of  excellent 
jprecepts,  political  and  philosophical,  with  which  the  whole 
is  wrought  up,  have  long  preserved  the  credit  of  this  work, 
Catherine  de  Medicis  used  to  say,  that  Cpmines  had  made 
as  many  heretics  in  politics  as  Luther  bad  in  religion.  He 
has  one  qualification  not  yet  mentioned,  which  ought  par-, 
ticularly  to  recommend  him  to  our  favour ;  and  that  is,  the 
great  impartiality  he  shews  to  the  English.  Whenever  he 
has  occasion  to  mention  our  nation,  it  is  with  much  re- 
spect;, and  though,  indeed,  he  thinks  us  deficient  in  po- 
litical knowledge,  when  compared  with  his  own  country- 
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metii  he  gives  ui  the  character  of  being  a  generous,  bold- 
tpirited  people ;  highly  commeuds  our  constitution,  and 
never  conceals  the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of  the  Eng- 
lish nation.  Dryden,  in  bis  life  of  Plutarch,  has  made  the 
historian  some  return  for  his  civilities  in  the  following 
elogium :  ^'Next  to  Thocydides,"  says  that  poet,  '^in  this 
kind  may  be  accounted  Polybius  among  the  Grecians ; 
Livy,  though  not  free  from  superstition,  nor  Tacitus  from 
ill-nature,  amongst  the  Romans ;  amongst  the  modern 
Italians,  Guicciardini  and  d*Avila,  if  not  partial :  but  above 
all  men,  in  my  opinion,  the  plain,  sincere,  unaffected^ 
and  most  instructive  Philip  deComines  amongst  theFreiTch, 
though  he  only  gives  his  history  the  humble  name  of  Com-* 
mentaries.  I  am  sorry  I  caRnot  find  in  our  own  nation^ 
though  it  has  produced  some  commendable  historians,  any 
proper  to  be  ranked  with  these."  There  are  a  very  great 
number  of  editions  of  these  "  Memoirs"  in  French,  enu- 
merated by  Le  Long :  the  best,  in  the  opinion  of  his  coun- 
trymen, is  that  ^ of  the  abbe  Lenglet  du  Fresnoy,  Paris, 
1747,  4  vols.  4to,  under  the  title  of  London.  It  was  trans- 
lated into  English  in  1596,  as  noticed  by  Ames  and  Her- 
beit,  who  have,  however,  confounded  him  with  Philip  de 
IVlornay.  The  last  English  translation  was  that  of  Uvedale, 
1 7 1 2,  2  vols.  8vo. ' 

COMMANDINE  (Frederick),  a  celebrated  mathema- 
tician and  linguist,  who  was  bom  at  Urbino  in  Italy,  in 
1509,  and  died  in  1575^  was  famous  for  bis  learning  and 
linowledge  in  the  sciences.  To  a  great  depth  and  just 
taste  in  the  mathematics,  he  joined  a  critical  skill  in  the 
Greek  language;  a  happy  conjunction  which  made  him 
very  well  qualified  for  translating  and  expounding  the 
writings  of  the  Greek  mathematicians.  And,  accordingly, 
with  4  most  laudable  zeal  and  industry,  he  translated  and 
published  several  of  their  works  for  the  first  time.  On 
which  account,  Francis  Moila,  duke  of  Urbino,  who  was 
very  conversant  in  those  sciences,  proved  a  very  affectionate 
patron  to  him.  He  is  greatly  applauded  by  Bianchini,  and 
other  writers;  and  he  justly  deserved  their  encomiums. 
Of  his  own  works  Commandine  published  the  following : 
I.  "  Commentarius  in  Pianisphserium  Ptolomaei,'*  1^58, 
4to.     2.  "  De  Centro  Gravitatis  Solidorum,"  Bonon.  1665, 
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* 

'4to*  S.  '<  Horologtorum  Description**  Rom.  1562^  4to. 
He  tjranslated  and  illustrated  with  notes  the  following  works^ 
most  of  them  beautifully  printed,  in  4to,  by  the  celebrated 
printer  Aldus :  K  '^  Arcbimedis  Circuli  Dimensio.;  de  Li- 
neis  Spiralibus ;  Quadratura  Parabolee ;  de  Conoidibus  e| 
Spbasroidibus ;  de  Arense  Numero,''  1558.  2.  '^  Ptoio- 
maei  Planisphserium ;   et  Planisphaerium  Jordani/*  1 558. 

9.  ^'  Ptolomoei  Analemma,'^  1562.  4.  *^  Arcbimedis  de  iis 
qu8B  vebuntur  in  aqua/'  1565.  5.  ^^  ApoUonii  Pergsei 
Conicorum  libri  quatuor,  una  cum  Pappi  Alexandrini  Lem- 
matibus,  et  Commentariis  Eutocii  Ascalonitae/'  &c.  1566. 
6.  <<  Machometes  Dagdadinus  de  SuperBeierum  Divisioni« 
bus/'  1570.  7.  "  Elemedta  Euclidis,"  1572.  8.  «  Aris- 
tarchus  de  magnitudinibus  et  distantiis  Solis  et  Luna;/* 
1572.    9.  <<  Heronis  Alexandrini  Spiritualium  liber/'  1583. 

10.  *' Pappi  Alexandrini  CoUectiones  Mathematicie/'  1688.* 
COMMELIN  (Jerome),  a  celebrated  French  printer, 

native  of  Pouay,  settled  first  at  Geneva,  afterwards  at 
Heidelberg,  where  he  died  in  1 598.  He  was  a  very  learned 
scholar,  as  appears  by  all  the  editions  of  the  Greek- and. 
Latin  fathers  which  he  corrected,  and  to  which  he  added 
notes  that  are  much  esteemed.*  He  printed  since  1560,  in 
Switzerland,  S.  Chrysostomus  in  Nov.  Testamentum,  1596, 
4  vols.  fol.  This  edition,  with  that  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment printed  at  Paris,  makes  this  work  cooiplete,  and 
the  best  edition.  He  took  up  his  residence  at  Heidelberg 
for  the  convenience  of  consulting  the  MSS.  in  the  Palatine 
library.  He  printed  many  other  books  ;  those  without  his 
name  are  known  by  his  mark,  which  represents  Truth  sitting 
in  a  chair.  His  edition  of  ApoUodorus  is  well  known  in 
classical  libraries,  but  unfortunately  he  did  not  live  to 
finish  it,  which  was  accomplished  in  1599  by  his  assistant 
Boirutius.  • 

COMMELIN  (John),  a  distinguished  botanist,  was  born 
at  Amsterdam,  July  23,  1629.  He  succeeded  bis  father 
as  one  of  the  magistrates  of  the  city,  and  while  holding 
this  office- was  very  active  in  forming  a  new  botanical  gar- 
den ;  the  ground  occupied  by  the  old  garden  having  been 
taken  into  the  city.  The  second  and  third  volumes  of  the 
/^  Hortus  Indicus  Malabaricus,''  owe  much  of  their  value 
to  his  judicious  notes  and   observations.     He  published 

1  Gen.  Diet.— -Chaufepie. — ^Vossius  4e  Scient.  Math. — Hutton^s  Diet.— <Saxu 
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.**  Catalogus  Plantarum   indigenarum  Hollandis/'   168^^ 
.12ino,  containing  a  list  of  776  plants;  and,  in  1689,  *' Ca- 
talogus  Plantarum  Horti  Medici  Amstelodami,  pars  prior,*^ 
both  which  have  been  frequently  reprinted.     While  pre- 
paring to  complete  this  work,  he  died  at  Amsterdam  in 
1692.     Hid  nephew,  Caspar  Commelin,  after  taking  his 
degree  of  doctor  in  medicine,  was  appointed  professor  in 
botany,  and  director  of  the  garden  at  Amsterdam,  offices 
which  he  filled  with  distinguished  ability  and  attention. 
He  completed  the  work  begun  by  his  uncle,  which  he  pub- 
lished in  1701.     His  next  prodHictton  was  **  Flora  Mala- 
barica,  seu  Horti  Malabarici  Catalogus,''  serving  as  aii  itir 
dex  to   the  Hortus  Malabaricus.     This  was  followed  by 
*"  Preeludia  Anatomica,"  1703,  4to;  and   the   same  year, 
**  Prseludia  Botanica,"  with  figures  for  the  benefit  of  stu- 
dents in  those  arts.     In  1715  be  published  "IconesPlan- 
taruto,  presertim  ex  Indiis  collectarum,''  4to ;  and  in  1718, 
^^  Botanographia  Malabarica,  a  nominiyn  barbarismis  re- 
stituta,'*  Lugduni  Bat.  folio.  ^ 

•     COMMERSON  (Philibert),  doctor  of  physic,  king's 
botanist,  and  member  of  the  faculty  of  Montpelier,  was 
born  at  Chatilon  les  Dombes  near  Bourgin  Bresse,  in  1727. 
He  discovered  an  early  propensity  to  botany  and  other 
branches  of  natural  history,  which  he  pursued  with  unr6- 
'inittirig  ardour,  and,  as  it  is  said^  with  very  little  delicacy, 
'  performing  the  same  tricks  in  a  garden,  which  coin  and 
print  collectors  have  been  known  to  perform  in  museums 
and  libraries.     When  at  Montpelier,  he  made  no  scruple 
to  pluck  the  rarest  and  most  precious  plants  in  the  king's 
botanic  garden  there,  to  enrich  bis  herbal ;  and  when  on 
this  account  the  directors  of  the  garden  refused  him  ad- 
mittance, he  scaled  the  walls  by  night  to  continue  his  de- 
predations.    The  reputation,  however,  of  a  better  kind, 
which  he  gained  during  a  residence  pf  four  years  at  Mont- 
pelier, induced   LinnsBUs  to  recommend  him  as  a  proper 
person  to  form  the  queen  of- Sweden's  collection  of  the 
rarest  fishes  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  to  coof^ose  accu- 
rate descriptions  of  them  ;  which  undertaking  he  executed 
with   great   labour  and  dexterity,  producing  a  complete 
Ichthyology,  2  vols.  4to,  with  a  Dictionary  and  Bibliogra- 
phy, containing  accounts  of  all  the  authors  who  had  tre*<^ted 
that  branch  of  natural  history.^   Among  his  varioqs  pro- 
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auctions,  is  a  dissertation  entitled  **  The  Martyrology  otf 
Botany/'  containing  accounts  of  all  the  authors  who  lost 
their  lives  by  the  fatigues  and   accidents  incident  to  the 
zeal  for  acquiring  natural  curiosities ;  a  iist,  in  whkh  his 
own  name  was  destined  to  be  enrolled.     Sometimes  he  hast 
been  found  in  his  closet  with  a  candle  burning  long  after 
sunrise,  ^w*ith  his  head  bent  over  his  herbal,  unconscious 
of  its  being  day-light;  and  used  frequently  to  return  fron^ 
his  botanical  excursions  torn  with  briars,  bruised  with  falls 
from  rocks,  and  emaciated  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  after 
many  narrow  escapes  from  precipices  and  torrents.     These 
ardent  occupations  did  not,   however,   extinguish   senti- 
ments of  a  more  tender  nature.    M.  Commerson  married  in 
1760  a  wife  who  died  in  childbed  two  years  after,  and  whose 
memory  he  preserved  by  naming  a  new  kind  of  plant,  whose 
fruit  seemed  to  contain  two  united   hearts,    ^^  Pulcheria 
Commersonia.*'     He  arrived  at  Paris  in   1764,  where  he 
became  connected  with  all  the  learned  botanists,  particu- 
larly the  celebratecf  Jussieu  ;  and  was  recommended  to  the. 
duke  *de  Praslin,  minister  for  the  marine  department,  to 
acconnpany  M.  Bougainville  in  his  voyage  round  the  world* 
The  duke  conceived  the  highest  idea  of  his  merit  from  the 
sketch  he  drew  of  the  observations  that  might  be  made 
relative  to  natural  history  in  such  a  voyage  ;  and  he  sailed 
accordingly,  Jn  1766,  making  the  most  industrious  use  of 
every  opportunity  to  fulfil  his  engagements.     He  died  at 
the  Isle  of  France  in  1773,  and  by  his  will  left  to  the 
king's  cabinet  all  his  botanical  collections,  which,  before 
he  engaged  in  this  voyage,  amounted  to  above  200  vo- 
lumes in  folio;  those  made   during  the  voyage,  together 
with  his  papers  and  herbal,  were  sent  home  in  32  cases, 
containing  an  inestimable  treasure  of  hitherto  unknown 
materials  for  natural  history,  and  Messrs.  Jussieu,  D'Au« 
benton,  and  Thouin,  were  commissioned  to  examine  and 
arrange  them. ' 

COMMINES.     SeeCOMINES. 

COMMIRE  (John),  a  Jesuit,  was  born  March  25,  1625^ 
at  Amboise,  where  his  father  kept  a  tennis-court.  The 
study  of  the  ancients,  joined  to  his  natural  abilities,  imbued 
his  writings  with  a  considerable  share  of  taste,  beauty^  pu- 
rity, and  eloquence.  He  also  taught  the  belles  lettres^ 
and  divinity,  and  died  at  Paris,  December  25, 1702.  There 
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U  extant  a  volume  of  his  Latin  poems^  and  a  collection  of 
his  posthumous  works,  1754,  2  vols.  12mo.  The  odes  and 
fables  are  particularly  admired.  He  appears  to  have  me- 
ditated  a  history  of  the  <<  Wars  of  the  English/'  but  it 
probably  was  never  completed* ' 

COMMODIANUS,  of  Gaza,  a  Christian  poet  of  the 
third  century,  is  the  author  of  a  Latin  piece  entitled  **  In^ 
stitutiones/'  It  is  composed  in  the  form  of  verse,  but 
without  either  measure  or  quantity :  only  care  is  taken  that 
each  line  comprises  a  complete  sense,  and  that  it  begins 
with  something  like  an  acrostic.  It  lay  a  long  time  in 
obscurity,  until  Rigaltius  published  it  in  his  edition  of 
Cyprian,  and  Davies  at  the  end  of  Minutius  Felix.  It  is 
more  valuable  for  the  strain  of  piety  which  prevails  through- 
out the  whole  than  for  any  poetical  merit.  Commodianus 
appears  to  have  been  originally  a  heathen,  and  as  he  in- 
forms us,  was  converted  by  -reading  the  scriptures,  and 
appears  to  have  been  also  acquainted  with  secular  authors. 
I^ardner  has  bestowed  a  chapter  on  this  work,  and  on  the 
history  of  its  author,  in  his  **  Credibility  of  the  Gospel 
History.'' « 

COMNENA.     See  ANNA. 

COMTE  (Lewis  le),  a  Jesuit  of  Bourdeaux,  was  sent 
to  China,  as  a  missionary  and  mathecnatician  in  1685,  and 
published  a  book  iu  considerable  reputation  before  that  of 
X)u  Halde  appeared,  entitled  ^^  Memoires  sur  la  Chine," 
2  vols.  12  mo,  to  which  was  added  a  history  of  the  enr- 
peror's  edict  in  favour  of  Christianity.  His  *^  Memoirs" 
were  censured  by  the  faculty  of  divinity  at  Paris,  because 
'  of  his  uncommon  prejudices  in  favour  of  the  Chinese, 
whom  he  equalled  to  the  Jews,  and  i^aintained  that  they 
had  worshipped  the  true  God  during  two  thousand  years, 
and  sacrificed  to  him  in  the  most  ample  temple  of  the  uni- 
verse, while  the  rest  of  mankind  were  in  a  state  of  cor« 
ruption.  The  parliament  for  the  same  reason  ordered. the 
work  to  be  burnt,  by  a  decree  passed  in  1762.  Le  Comte 
died  in  1729.' 

COJJIPTE  (Nicholas  de),  a  French  monk,  a  native  of 
Paris,,  is  known  as  the  author  or  editor  of  different  works 
which  met  with  a  favourable  reception.  Among  others  he 
published  ^*  The  remarkable  Travels  of  Peter  della  Valle, 
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a  Epman  gentleman,  translated  from  the  Itaiian,*'  4  rols. 
4to ;  '^  A  new  and  interesting  History  of  the  kingdoms  of 
Tonqnin  and  Laos/'  AiXo^  translated  froqi  the  Italian  of 
father  Manni,  in  1666.  In  the  year  preceding  this,  he 
published  the  third  volume  of  father  Lewis  Coulon's  ^^  His* 
tory  of  the  Jews."     He  died  at  Paris  in  1689.* 

COMPTON  (Spencer),  only  son  of  William,  first  earl 
of  Northampton,  by  Elizabeth,  sole  daughter  and  heiress 
of  sir  John  Spencer,  alderman  of  London,  was  born  in  1601. 
He  was  nciade  knight  of  the  bath  in  1616,  when  Charles, 
duke  of  York  (afterwards  Charles  I.)  was  created  prince  of 
Wales  ;  with  whom  he  became  a  great  favourite.    In  1622 
be  accompanied  him  into  Spain,  in  quali^  of  master  of  his 
robes  and  wardrobe  ;  and  had  the  honour  to  deliver  all  his 
presents,  which  amounted,  according  to  computation,  to 
64,000/.     At  the  coronation  of  that  prince  he  attended 'as 
master  of  the  robes ;  and  in  1639,  waited  on  his  majesty 
in  his  expedition  against  t)ie  Scots.     He  was  likewise  one 
of  those  noblemen,  who,  in  May  1641,  resolved  to  defend 
the  protestant  religion,  expressed  in  the  doctrine  of  the 
church  of  England,  and  his  majesty^s  royal  person,  honour, 
and  estate ;  as  also  the  power  and  privilege  of  parliaments, 
and  the  lawful  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject.     In  16^ 
be  waited  upon  his  majesty  at  York,  and  after  the  king  set 
up  his  standard  at  Nottingham,,  was  one  of  the  first  who 
appeared  in  arms  for  him.     He  did  him  signal  services, 
supporting  his  cause  with  great  zeal  in  the  counties  of 
Warwick,  Stafford,   and  Northamptom.     He  was  killed, 
March  19,  1643,  in  a  battle  fought  on  Hopton-heath,  near 
Stafford;  in  which,  though  the  enemy  was  routed,  and 
much  of  their  artillery  taken,  yet  his  lordship^s  horse  being 
unfortunately  shot  under  him,   he  was  somehow  left  en-*, 
compassed  by  them.     When  he  was  on  his  feet,  he  killed 
with  his  own  hand  the  colonel  of  foot,  whb  first  came  up  to 
him;  notwithstanding  which,  after  his  Head^piece  was  struck 
off  with  the  butt-end  of  a  musquet,  they  offered  him  quar« 
ter,  which  he  refused,  saying,  ^^  that  he  scorned  to  accept 
quarter  from  such  base  rogues  and  rebels  as  they  were  :'* 
on  this  he  was  killed  by  a  blow  whb  an  halbert  on  the 
hinder  part  of  his  head,  receiving  at  the  same  time  another 
deep  wound  in  his  face.     The  enemy  refused  to  deliver  up 
his  body  to  the  youu^  earl  of  Northampton,  unless  he 
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would  return,  in  exchange  for  it,  all  the  ammunition,  pri-* 
Boners,  and  cannon  be  hud  taken  in  the  late  battle :  but 
at  last  it  was  delivered,  and  buried  in  Allhallows  church  in 
Derby,  in  the  same  vault  with  his  relation  the  old  coun* 
tess  of  Shrewsbury.     His  lordship  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  sir  Francis  Beaumont,  knt.  by  whom  he  had  six  sons 
and  two  daughters.     The  sons  are  all  said  to  havei  inherited 
their  father's  courage,  loyalty,  and  virtue ;  particularly  sir 
William,  the  third  sou,  who  had  the  command  of  a  regi« 
ment,  and  performed  considerable  service  at  the  taking  of 
Banbury,  leading  his  men   on   to  three  attacks,  during 
which  he  had  two  horses  shot  under  him.     Upon  the  sur- 
render of  the  town  and  castle,  he  was  made  lieutenant* 
governor  under  his  father ;  and  on  the  19th  of  July,  1644, 
when  the  parliament's  forces  came  before  the  towo,  here* 
turned  answer  tQ  their  summon^;  ^^  That  he  kept  the  castle 
for  his  majesty,  and  as  long  as  one  man  was  left  alive  in  it, 
willed  them  not  to  expect  to  have  it  delivered  :''  also  on 
the  1 6th  of  September,  they  sending  him  another  sum- 
.mons,  he  made  answer,  ^^That  he  had  formerly  answered 
them,  and  wondered  they  should  fiend  again.''     He  was 
so  vigilant  in  his  station,  that  he  countermined  the  enemy 
eleven  times,  and  during  the  siege,  which  held  thirteen 
weeks,  never  went  into  bed,  but  by  his  example  so  ani- 
mated the  garrison,  that  though  they  had  but  two  horses 
left  uneateu,  they  would  never  suffer  a  summons  to  be 
sent  to  them,  after  the  preceding  answer  was  delivered* 
At  length,  his  brother  the  earl  of  Northampton  raised  the 
siege  on  the  26th  of  October,  the  very  day  of  the  month, 
on  which  both  town  and  castle  had  been  surrendered  to  the 
king  two  years  before.     Sir  William,  continued  governor 
of  Banbury,  and  performed  many  signal  services  for  the 
king,  till  bis  majesty  left  Oxford,  and  the  whole  kingdom 
was  submitting  to  the*  parliament ;  and  then,  on  the  8ch  of 
May,    1646,    surrendered    upon   honourable  terms.      In 
1 648,  he  was  major-general  of  th^  king^s  forces  at  Colohes* 
ter,  where  he  was  so  much  taken  notice  of  for  his  admi* 
rable  behaviour,  that  Oliver  Cromwell  called  him  the  sober 
young  man,  and  the  godly  cavalier.     At  the  restoration  of 
king  Charles  II.  he  was  made  one  of  the  privy-council, 
and  naaster-general  of  the  ordnance  ;  and  died  October  19, 
1663,  in  the  3^th  year  of  his  age.     There  is  aq  epitaph 
to  bis  memory  in  the  churqh  of  Compton- Winyate.  Henry, 
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the  iixth  and  youngest,  who  was  aftenVards  bishop  of  Lon- 
don, is  the  subject  of  the  next  article.  * 

COMPTON  (Henry),  an  eminent  prelate  of  the  church 
of  England,  was  the  youiigest  son  of  the  preceding  Spen-» 
cer  second  earl  of  Northampton,  and  born  at  Compton  in 
1632.  Though  he  was  but  ten  years  ola  when  his  father 
was  killed,  yet  he  received  an  education  suitable  to  hisr 
quality ;  and  when  he  had  gone  through  the  grammar- 
schools,  was  entered  a  nobleman  of  Queen's  college,  Ox- 
ford, in  1649.  He  continued  there  till  about  1652;  and 
after  having  lived  some  little  time  with  his  mother,  travelled 
into  foreign  countries.  Upon  the  restoration  of  Charles  II; 
he  returned  to  England;  and  became  a  cornet  in  a  regi- 
ment of  horse,  raised  about  that  time  for  the  king's  guard : 
but  soon  quitting  that  post,  he  dedicated  himself  to  the 
service  of  the  church ;  and  accordingly  went  to  Cambridge, 
where  he  was  created  M,  A.  Then  entering  into  orders, 
when  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  obtaining  a  grant  of 
the  next  vacant  canonry  of  Christ  church  in  Oxford,  he 
was  admitted  canon -commoner  of  that  college,  m  the  be- 
ginning of  1666,  by  the' advice  of  Dr.  John  Fell,  then  dean 
of  the  same.  In  April  of  the  same  year,  he  was  incor- 
porated M.  A.  at  Oxford,  and  possessed  at  that  time  the 
rectory  of  Cottenham  in  Cambridgeshire,  worth  about 
500/.  per  annum.  In  1667,  he  was  made  master  of  St, 
Crosse's  hospital  near  Winchester.  On  May  24,  1669,  he 
was  installed  canon  of  Christ  church,  in  the  room  of  l)t. 
Heylin  deceased ;  and  two  days  after  took  the  degree  of 
B.  D.  to  which,  June  28  following,  he  added  that  of  doctor. 
He  was  preferred  to  the  bishopric  of  Oxford  in  December 
1674;  and  about  a  year  after  was  made  dean  of  the  chapel 
royal,  and  was  also  translated  to  the  see  of  London. 

King  Charles  now  caused  him  to  be  sworn  one  of  his 
privy  council ;  and  committed  to  bis  care  the  educating 
of  his  two  nieces,  the  princesses  Mary  and  Anne,  which 
important  trust  he  discharged  to  the  nation's  satisfaction.. 
They  were  both  conUrmed  by  him  upon  January  23, 
1676;  and  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  they  were 
both  likewise  married  by  him :  the  eldest,  Mary,  with 
William  prince  of  Orange,  November  4,  1677  ;  the 
youngest,  Anne,  with  George  prince  of  Denmark,  July  28, 
1683.     The  att^chnient  of  these  two  princesses  to  the  prq- 
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testant  religion  was  owing,  in  a  great  measurei  to  their  tu<* 
tor  Compton  ;  which  afterwards,  when  popery  came  tp  pre- 
vail at  the  court  of  England,  was  imputed  to  him  as  an  un« 
pardonable  crime.  In  the  mean  time  he  indulged  the 
hopeless  project  of  bringihg  dissenters  to  a  sense  of 
the  necessity  of  an  union  among  protestants;  to  pro- 
mote which,  he  held  several  conferences  with  his  own- 
clergy,  the  substance  of  which  he  published  in  July  1680: 
He  further  hoped,  that  dissenters  might  be  the  more  easily 
reconciled  to  the  church,  if  the  judgment  of  foreign  di- 
yines  should  be  produced  against  their  needless  separation  : 
and  for  that  purpose  be  wrote  to  M.  le  Moyne,  professor 
of  divinity  at  Ley  den,  to  M.  de  T  Angle,  one  of  the 
preachers  of  the  protestant  church  at  Charenton  near  Pa- 
ris, and  to  M.  Claude,  another  eminent  French  divine. 
Their  answers  are  published  at  the  end  of  bishop  Stilling- 
fleet's  ^' Unreasonableness  of  Separation,'*  1681,  4to;  all 
eoncurring  in  the  vindication  of  the  church  of  England  from 
any  errbrs  in  its  doctrine,  or  unlawful  impositions  in  its 
discipline,  and  therefore  in  condemning  a  separation  from 
it  a0  needless  and  uncharitable.  But  popery  was  what  the 
bishop  most  strenuously  opposed ;  and  while  it  was  gain- 
ing ground  at  the  latter  end  of  Charles  the  lid's  reign^ 
under  the  influence  of  the  duke  of  York,  there  was  no 
method  he  left  untried  to  stop  its  progress.  This  zeal  was 
remembered  and  resented  on  the  accession  of  James  II. ; 
^when,  to  his  honour,  he  was  marked  out  as  the  first  sacri- 
fice to  popish  fury,  being  immediately  dismissed  from  the 
council* table ;  and  on  December  16,  1685,  from  being 
dean  of  the  roya^  chapel.  Means  were  also  devised  to 
en,trap  him  into  some  measure  which  might  affect  his  office 
as  bishop  of  London,  nor  could  this  be  difficult  in  the  case 
of  a  man  so  firm  and  conscientious.  vThe  following  is  a 
striking  instance  of  the  intentioifs  of  the  court  to  overturn 
the  national  church.  Dr.  John  Sharp,  rector  of  St.  Giles's 
in  the  Fields,  afterwards  archbishop  of  York,  having  in 
some  of  his  sermons  vindicated  the  doctrine  of  the  church 
of  England  against  popery  ;  the  king  sent  a  letter,  dated 
June  14,  1686,  to  bishop  Compton,  "requiring  and  com- 
manding him  forthwith  to  suspend  Dr.  Sharp  fronpL  further 
preaching  in  any  parish  church  or  chapel  within  his  dio- 
cese, until  he  had  given  the  king  satisfaction.'^  In  order 
to  understand  how  Sharp  had  offended  the  king,  it  must 
be  remembered,  that  king  James  had  caused  the  directions 
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-concerning  preacbersi  published  in  1662,  to  be  now  re* 
printed ;  and  reinforced  them  by  a  letter  directed  to  the 
archbishops  of  Canterbury  and  York,  given  at  Whitehall, 
March  5,  1686,  to  prohibit  the  preaching  upon  controver- 
sial points;  that  was,  in  effect,  to  forbid  the  preaching 
against  popery,  which  Sharp  had  done.    The  bishop  re« 
fusing  to  suspend  Dr.  Sha^rp,  because,  as  he  truly  alleged, 
be  could  not  do  it  according  to  law,  was  cited  to  appear, 
August  9,  before  the  new  ecclesiastical  commission  :  when 
he  was  charged  with  not  having  observed  his  majesty^s 
command  in  the  case  of  Sharp,  whom  he  was  ordered  to 
suspend,      l^he  bishop,   after  expressing  some  surprise, 
humbly  begged  a  copy  of  the  commission,  and  a  copy  of 
his  charge;    but  was  answered  by  chancellor  Jefferies, 
^'  That  he  should  neither  have  a  copy  of,  nor  see,  the  cum* 
mission :    neither   would    they  give  him  a  eopy  of  the 
charge.*'     His  lordship  then  desired  time  to  advise  with 
counsel;  and  time  was  given  him  to  the  1 6th,  and  after- 
wards to  the  3 1st  of  August.     Then  his  lordship  offered  his 
plea  to  their  jurisdiction  :  Vhich  being  overruled,  he  pro- 
tested to  his  right  in  that  or  any  other  plea  that  might  be 
made  for  his  advantage ;  atid  observed,  *^  that  as  a  bishop 
he  had  a  right,  by  the  most  authentic  and  universal  eccle- 
siastical laws,  to  be  tried  before  his  metropolitan,  prece- 
dently  to  any  other  court  whatsoever."     But  the  eccle- 
siastical commissioners  would  not  upon  any  account  suffer 
their  jurisdiction  to  be  called  in  question ;.  and  therefore, 
in  spite  of  all  that  his  lordship  or  his  counsel  could  allege, 
he  was  suspended  on  Sept.  6  following,   for  his  disobe- 
dience, from  the  function  and  execution  of  his  episcopal 
office,  and  from  all  episcopal  and  other  ecclesiastical  juris- 
,  diction,  during  his  majesty's  pleasure  ;  and  the  bishops  of 
Durham,  Rochester,   and  Peterborough,    were  appointed 
commissioners  to  exercise  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  within 
the  diocese  of  London.     But  the  court  did  not  think  fit  to 
meddle  with  his  revenues.    Eor  the  lawyers  had  settled 
that  benefices  were  of  the  nature  of  freeholds;  therefore,  if 
the  sentence  had  gone  to  the  tempomlities,  the  bishop 
would  have  had  the  matter  tried  over  again  in  the  king's 
bench,  -where  he  was  likely  to  find  justice. 

While  this  matter  was  in  dependence,  *  the  princess  of 
Orange  thought  it  betame  her  to  interpose  in  the  bishop's 
favour ;  and  wrote  to  the  king,  earnestly  begging  him  to 
be  gentle  to  the  bishop,  who  she  could  not  think  would 
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offend  willingly.  She  also  wrote  to  the  bishop,  expressing 
the  great  share  she  took  in  the  trouble  he  was  fallen  into  ; 
as  did  also  the  prince.  The  king  wrote  an  answer  to  the 
princess,  reflecting  severely  on  the  bishop,  not  without 
some  sharpness  on  her  for  meddling  in  such  matters.  The 
bishop  in  the  mean  time  acquiesced  in  his  sentence ;  but 
being  suspended  only  as  a  bishop,  and  remaining  still  whole 
in  his  other  capacities,  he  made  another  stand  against  the 
king,  as  one  of  the  governors  of  the  Charter-house,  in  re- 
fusing to  admit  one  Andrew  Popham,  a  papist,  into  the 
first  pensioner's  place  in  that  hospital.  While  he  was  thus 
sequestered  from  his  episcopal  office,  he  applied  himself  to 
£he  improvement  of  his  garden  at  Fulham  ;  and  having  a 
great  genius  for  botany,  enriched  it  with  a  variety  of  cu« 
fious  plants,  domestic  and  exotic^.  His  suspension,  how- 
ever, was  so  flagrant  a  piece  of  arbitrary  power,  that  the 
prince  of  Orange,  in  his  declaration,  could  not  omit 
taking  notice  of  it ;  and  when  there  was  an  alarm  of  his 
highness's  coming  over,  the  court  was  willing  to  make  the 
bishop  reparation,  by  restoring  him,  as  they  did  on  Sept. 
23,  1688,  to  his  episcopal  function.  But  he  made  no  haste 
to  resume  his  charge,  and  to  thank  the  king  for  his  restora- 
tion ;  which  made  some  conjecture,  and,  as  appeared  after- 
wards with  good  reason,  that  he  had  no  mind  to  be  restored  in 
that  manner,  and  that  he  knew  well  enough  what  had  been 
.  doing  in  Holland.  On  Oct.  3,  1688,  however,  be  waited 
upon  king.  James,  with  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
seven  other  bishops,  when  they  suggested  to  his  majesty 
i^uch'  advice  as  they  thought  conducive  to  his  interest,  but 
this  had  no  effect.  The  first  part  the  bishop  acted  in  the 
revolution,  which  immediately  ensued,  was  the  conveying, 
jointly  with  the  earl  of  Dorset,  the  princess  Anne  of  Den- 
mark safe  from  London  to  Nottingham ;  lest  she,  in  the 
present  confusion  of  affairs,  might  have  been  sent  away  into 
France,  or  put  under  restraint,  because  the  prince,  her 
consort,  had  left  king  James,  and  was  gone  over  to  the 
prince  of  Orange. 


*  We  leatn  from  Mr.  Ray  and  PIu- 
kenety  that  be  joined  to  bis  Uate  for 
gardening,  a  real  and  scieDtiiic  know- 
ledge, of  plants;  an  attainment  not 
mual  among  tbe  great  in  those -days. 
He  collected  a  greater  variety  of  gr^eo- 
liouse  rarities,  and  planted  a  greater 
variety  of  hardy  exotic  trees  and  shrubs, 
^hao  bad  been  seen  in  any  garden  be-. 


fore  in  England.  This  repository  was 
ever  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  en* 
rious  and  scientific  ;  and  we  find  Ray, 
Petiver,  and  Plukenet,  in  numerous 
instances,  acknowledging  the  assist- 
ance they  received  from  the  free  com* 
munication  of  rare  and  new  plants  out 
of  the  garden  at  Fulham.  Pulteney's 
Sketches.  .  . 
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^,   Afbisretarn  to  London,. he  discovered  his  2eal  for  the 
revolution,  and  first  set  his  hand  to  the  association  begun 
at  Exeter.     He  waited  on  the  prince  of  Orange^  Dec.  21, 
at  the  head  of  his  clergy ;  and,  in  their  names  and  his  owiv 
thanked  his  highness  for  his  very  great  and  hazardous  un- 
dertaking for  their  deliverance,  and  the  preservation  of 
the  protestant  religion,  with  the  ancient  laws  and  liberties 
of  this  nation.     He  gave  his  royal  highness  the  sacrament, 
^   Dec.  30;  and  upon  Jan.  29  following,  when  the  house  of 
.lords,  in  a  grand  committee,  debated  the  important  ques- 
tion, '*  Whether,  the  throne,  being  vacant,  ought,  to  be 
filled  by  a  regent  or  a  king  ?"  Compton  was  one  of  the 
two  bishops,  sir  Jonathan  Trelawny  bishop  of  Bristol  being 
the  other,  who  made  the  majority  for  filling  up  the  throne 
by  a  king.     On  February  14,  he  was  again  appointed  of 
the  privy- council,  and  made  dean  of  the  royal  chapel; 
,from  both  which  places  king  James  had  removed  him :  and 
was  afterwards  chosen  by  king  William,  to  perform  the 
ceremony  of  his  and  queen  Mary's  coronation,  upon  April 
II,  1^89.     The  same  year  he  was  constituted  one  of  the 
.commissioners  for  revising  the  liturgy,  in  which  he  labour- 
ed  with  much  zeal  to  reconcile   the  dissenters  to   the 
church;  and  also  in  the  convocation,  that  met  Nov.  21, 
.  1689,  of  which  he  was  president.     But  the  intended  com- 
. prehension  met  with  insuperable  difficulties,  the  majority 
of  the  lower  house  being  resolved  not.  to  enter  into  any 
terms  of  accommodation  with  the  dissenters  ;  and  his  lord- 
.ship's  not  complying  so  far  as  the  dissenters  liked,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  reason  of  Burnet's  calling  him 
'^  a  weak  man,  wilful,  and  strangely  wedded  to  a  party.'* 
This  however  must  seem  extraordinary  to  those  who  con- 
.sider,  that  those  who  are  usually  called  high  churchmen 
.have  spoken  very  coolly  of  him  ever  since,  on  that  very 
account :  and  that  ev^n  his  opposing,  as  he  did,  the  prose- 
cution against' Sacheverell  in    1710,    declaring  him'   not 
guilty,  and  also  protesting  against  several  steps  taken  in 
that  affair,  has  not  been  sufficient  to  reconcile  them  to  his 
complying  so  far. with  the  dissenters  as  he  did.     The  fact 
appears  to  have  been  that  the  bishop  endeavoured  to  act 
.with  moderation,  for  which  no  allowance  is  made  in  times 
of  violent  party- spirit. 

King  William  having  soon  after  named  commissioners 
'Of  trade  and  plantations,  his'  lordship  was  made  one  of 
'them ;  and  the  bishop  of  London,  for  the  time  being,  is 
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always  to  be  one^  in  virtue  of  his  being  superintendent  of 
all  the  churches  in  the  plantations.  In  the  beginning  of 
I690-ly  at  bis  own  charge,  he  attended  kiog  William  to 
the  famous  congress  at  the  Hague,  where  the  grand  alliance 
against  Fraoce  was  concluded.  But  notwithstanding  the 
zealous  part  he  acted  in  the  rerolution,  and  his  subsequent 
aervicesi  no  sooner  was  the  stornH  over,  but  jealousies  were 
infused,  and  calumnies  dispersed,  to  supplant  and  under- 
mine him  ;  insomuch,  that  though  the  metropolitan  see  of 
Canterbury  was  twice  vacant  in  that  reign,  yet  he  still  con- 
tinued bishop  of  London  *.  However,  he  went  on  consist- 
ently, and  like  himself,  despising  all  other  rewards  but 
the  quiet  and  the  applause  of  his  own  conscience,  and  the 
high  esteem  aild  intimacy  of  queen  Mary,  which  he  pre- 
served to  her  dying  day.  At  the  accession  of  qu^en  Anne 
to  the  throne,  he  seemed  to  stand  fairest  for  the  royal  fa- 
vour^ and  though  many  things  were  said  to  disparage  him 
at  court,  yet  nothing  could  discourage  him  from  paying 
his  duty  and  attendance  there.  About  the  beginning  of 
May  1702,  he  was  sworn  of  her  majesty's  privy-council. 
The  same  year,  he  was  put  in  the  commission  for  the  unioii 
of  England  and  Scotland,  but  was  left  out  in  the  new  com- 
mission issued  out  in  April  1706.  Two  years  before,  he 
very  much  promoted  the  ^^  Act  for  making  effectual  her 
majesty's  intention  for  the  augmentation  of  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  poor  clergy,  oy  enabling  her  majesty  to  grant 
the  revenues  of  the  first  fruits  and  tenths." 

He  maintained  all  along  a  brotherly  correspondence 
with  the  foreign  protestant  churches,  and  endeavoured  to 
promote  in  them  a  good  opinion  of  the  church  of  England, 
and  her  moderation  towards  them ;  as  appears,  not  only  by 
his  application  to  le  Moyne,  Claude,  and  de  T  Angle  before 
mentioned,  but  also  from  letters,  afterwards  printed  at  Ox- 
ford, which  passed  between  his  lordship  and  the  university 
of  Geneva,  in  1706.  It  was  this  spirit  of  moderation,  which 
rendered  bishop  Compton  less  popular  with  the  clergy, 
and  probably,  as  we  have  already  noticed,  hindered  his 
advancement  to  Canterbury.  Towards  the  close  of  hi^ 
life,  he  was  afBicted  with  the  stone  and  gout ;  which,  turn- 
ing at  length  to  a  complication  of  distempers,  pT3t  an  end 
to  it  at  Fulham,  July  7,  17 13^  at  the.Uge  of  81,     His  body 

*  The  two  Tacancies  were  rapplied  and  by  Tenifoii,  «bo  n  tttpposed  to 
by  Titlotson,  a  man  unquestiOBably  of  have  been  more  of  a  courtier*  but  was 
superior  taleau  and  fame  to  Compten,    likewise  a  most  defteiring  cbaracter* 
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Wj^  interred  t{ie  15^  of  the  same  moiHli  in  the^  cbuFcW 
yard  of  Fulham,  according  to  bis  particular  direction  :  for 
be  used  to  say,  that  **  the  church  is  for  the  livings  and  the 
church-yard  for  the  dead."  On  the  26th  ^^A  sermon  on 
the  occasion  of  his  much*lamented  death/*  was  preached 
pit  St.  Paul's,  before  the  mayor  aiid  aldermen  of  London^ 
by  Dr.  Thomas  Gooch,  lately  one  of  bis  domestic  chaplains^ 
.then  felloiv,  and  afterwards  master,  of  Caius  college  in 
Cambridge,  and  bishop,  first  of  Normch,  then  q(  Ely. 
Over  his  grave  was  erected  an  band&ome  tomb,  surrounded 
with  iron  rails,  having  only  this  short  inscription  :  ^^  H. 
Lond,  EI  MH  EN  TXl  STATPft.  mikjcxiii.'*  that  is, 
*^  Henry  London.     Save  in  the  cross.  1713.^* 

Among  the  many  excellent  features  of  his  character 

given  by  Dr.  Goo^h^  his  munificence  staud^  conspicuous. 

^'  He  disponed  of  money  to.  every  one  who  could,  make  out 

,(aQd  it  was  very  easy  to  ms^e  that  out  to  him)  that  he  was 

.a  proper  object  of  charity.     He  answered  literally  the 

4postle'«  character,  poor  enough  bicpself,  yet  making  many 

.rich.     He  bad  divers  ancient  people,  men  and  women, 

whom  he  supported  by  constant  aonjuial  pensions ;  and  se- 

-veral  children  at  schopl,  at  bis  own  cost  and  charge,  besides 

'$ho9e  educated  from  children,  and  brought  up  to  the  uni* 

versitieSf  to  the  $ea,  or  to  trades,  &c.    The  poor  of  his 

parish  were  always  attending  his  gate  for  their  dole,  and 

for  the  remaiq^  of  his  constant  hospitable  table,  which  was 

.always  furnished,  and  free  to  those  whom  respect  or  bust* 

uess  4rew  to  him*     His  ball  was  frequented  in  the  morn* 

iog  wi|;b  petitioners  of  all  sorts.     More  particularly,  he 

.spared  no  cost  nor  pains  to  serve  the  church  and  clergy. 

Be  bought  maiiy  advpwsons  out  of  lay-hands.     He  gave 

.ffjseat  sums  for  the  rebuilding  of  churches,  and  greater  still 

^lor  the  bifiyipg  in  impropriations,  and  settling  them  on  the 

-pi^or  vicars.    There  was  no  poor  booest  clergyman,  or  his 

. aiMlow, Jniyant,  but  bad  his  beoevoleoce  when  applied  for: 

U(^my  Ui  ^erefprmnd, churches  abroad,  to  whom  he  was 

not  a  liberal  patron,  steward,  and  perpetual  solicitor  for. 

The  French  refugees  dranli:  deep  of  hisbbunty  for  many 

:ye;ars;  so  did  the  Irish  in  their  day  of  aiEBiction  ;  and  Jike* 

wise  the  Scotch  ^iscopal  party ,^*  when  ejected  from  their 

jiivipgs  at  the  revolytion.     It  may  truly  be  said,  that  by 

his  death  the  church  lost  an.  excellent  bishop  ;  the  kingdom 

a  (consistent  and  d.ble  statestuan ;  the  protestant  religioiv 

.M  bpme  ai^d.^fMd»  an  aroamenl^..Md  refuge;  and  the 

VOL.X.  K 
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whole  Cbristian  worldi  an  enunent  example  of  virttie  aii4 
piety. 

Hia  works  are:  1.  ''A  tranalation  from  the  Italian,  of    , 
the  Life  of  Donna  Olympia  Maldacbini,  who  gorerned  the 
church  during  the  time  of  Innocent  X.  which  was  from  the 
year  1644  to  1655,**  London,  1667.     2.  **  A  translation 
from  the  French,  of  the  Jesuits*  intrigues ;  with  the  pri* 
Tate  instructions  of  that  society  to  their  emissaries,"  1669« 
3.  '*  A  treatise  of  the  Holy  Communion/*  1677.    4.  *^  A 
Letter  to  the  Clergy  of  the  diocese  of  London,  concerning 
Baptism,  the  Lord*s  Supper,  Catechising,  dated  April  25, 
1679.'*     5.  *^A  second  letter  concerning  the  Half- com- 
munion. Prayers  in  an  unknown  tongue,  Prayera  to  S»nui', 
July  6,  16S0.'*     6.  **  A  third  letter,  on  Confirmatiooj  and 
Visitation  of  the  Sick,  1682.**     7.  **  A  fourth  letter,  upon 
the  54th  Canon,**  April  6,  1683.  8.  <<  A  fifth  letter,  upon, 
the  118th  Canon,  March  19,  1684.*'     9.  <^A  sixth  letter^ 
upon  the  13th  Canon,  April  18,  1685.**    They  were  all 
reprinted  together  in  1686,  l2mo,  under  the  title  of  ^*  Epis- 
copalia,  or  Letters  of  the  right  reverend  father  in  Cod, 
Henry  lord  bishop  of  London^  to  the  Clergy  of  his  Dio* 
cese.**    There  is  also,  10.  *^  A  Letter  of  his  to  a  Clergy- 
man in  his  Diocese,  concerning  Nonresistance:*'  written 
soon  after  the  revolution,  and  inserted  in  the  Memoirs  of . 
the  life  of  Mr.  John  Kettlewell. ' 

CdNANT  (Dr.  John),  a  learned  English  divine,  wia 
born  Oct  lA,  1608,  at  Yeatenton  in  Devonshire.  He  was 
located  in  classical  learning,  at  private  schools,  and,  in 
1626,  sent  to  Exeter  college  in  Oxford.  He  soon  distin- 
:^uis^Ml  himself  for  uncommon  parts  and  learning ;  fadf 
means  of  which  he  grew  highly  in  favour  with  Dr.  Joba 
Prideaux^  then  rector  of  Exeter'  college,  and  king*s  pro* 
lessor  in  divini^,  who,  according  to  the  fashion  of  wit  hi 
those  times,  used, to  say  of  him,  <<  Cbitan/t  nihil  est  dift- 
cile.**  He  took  his  degrees  regularly;  and,  July  1696^ 
was  chosen  fellow  of  his  college,  in  which  he  became  aa 

1  In  Perey'f  Relict  we  are  told  Uiat  the  Latin  translatieill  of  Chi^jr  Cbaae  in 
Dryden'i  MltccUanieft  by  Mr.  Henry  Bold  of  New  6olfefe»  Otford,  was  uh(fer« 
taken  at  the  Command  of  Br.  CompUm,  who,  Dr.  Perey  adds,  thboght  it  t^o 
«iefogalion  to  hit  episcoiiai  character*  to  aroir  s  fendneit  for  thk  ex^^ltent  Qld 
ballad.  The  life  of  Dr.  Compton  wai  firtt  publiihcd  without  a  name  in  an  Svo 
pamphlet,  and  witlioat  a  dite,  but  piobiibly  toon  after  his  death.    From  this 

.  the  acoot^it  in  the  Blof*  BriL  it  ofidimtiy  taken,  bat  without  acknowltdsmeat. 
«-^e  alto  Bomet't  Own  Times^  who  teems  much  prejudiced  mgainst  Compton. 

'  -o-Bhrch't  Tillotton.— Ath.  Oic.  Tot.  It.— Kicholt'i  Atterbury,  toI.  II.  p.  461. — 
8ahiKm%  lives  of  the  titkepii^Pr.  CeeMram  piiUidKd<  a  Funeral  aermoa-lbr 
Bisbcjp  CoDptoQy  b«t  Uiere  it  not  OBpckln  it* 
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eminent  tutor.  Upon  the{  breaking  cmtrXif  4]i0  Mvil  war, 
Jh^  judged  it  convenient  to  le»ve  the; university  iiv  1642. 
^He  reared  first  to  l^ming^n^,  a,  living  of  his :  uncle's  in 
Somersetshire;  where,  his  uncle  %eiug  fled,  and  he  in 
^orders,  be  officiated  as  long  as  he  could  continue  there 
..with  safety.  While  be  was  at  Lymington,  he  was  consti- 
tuted by  the  parliament  one  of  the  assembly  of  divines ; 
but  it  is  said  that  he  never  sat  among  them,  or  at  least 
very  seldom,  since  it  is  certain  that  he  never  took  the  cov 
venant.  He  afterwards  foUowed  his  uncle  to  London,  and 
for  some  time  assisted  him  in  the  church  of  St.  Botoiph 
Aldgate.  He  then  became  a  domestic  chaplain  to  iord 
Cfaandos,  in  whose  family  he  lived  ait  Harefield«  Hc'is 
said  to  have  sought, this  situation,  for  the  sake  of  keeping 
Jiimself  as  clear  from  all  engagements  and  difficulties  as 
the  nature  and  fickle- condition  of  those  times  would*  per^ 
niit.  Upon  the  same  motive  he  resigned  his  fellowship  of 
Exeter  college,  Sept.  .27,  1647;  but,  June  7^  H49,!  waii 
unanimously  chosen  rector  of  it  by  the  fello,ws,  withoiiik 
any- application  of  his  pv^^n;,  and  Wood  sdlows  that  under 
ills  care  it  floujrish^d  more  tbai>  any  other  college.  :  > 

In  a  very  short  time,. however^  after  being  thus,  settled, 
^.was  in  great  danger  of  being  driven  out  of  all  public 
employment  again,  by  the  parliament's  enjoining  what  was 
xailledthe  engagement,  which  he  did  not  take  within  the 
tune  prescribed.  He  bad  a  fortnight  given  him  to  consider 
further  of  it ;  at  the  end  of  which  be  submitted,,  but  under 
a  declaration,  subscribed  at  the  same  time  with  the«  en't* 
i;agesient,  which  in  fact  enervated  that  instrument  entirely; 
The  terms  of  the  engagement  were ;  ^*  You  shall  promise  te 
be  true  and  faithful  to  the  cpmmonwealtb  of  England^  as 
it  is  now  established  without  king  or  house  of  lords.''  Cq-** 
aant's  declaration  before;  the  commissioners, ,  when  he  took 
^he  engagement,  was  in  this  form  and  manner;  <^  Being 
required  to  subscribe,  I  humbly  premise,  first,  that  I  be 
not  hereby  understood  to  approve  of  what  hath  been  done 
in  •  order  unto,  or  under  this  present  government^  or  the 
government  itself :  nor  will  I  be  thought  to  condemn  it; 
they  being  things  above  my  reach,  .and  I  not  knowing  the 
grounds  of  the  proceedings.  Secondly,  th^t  I  do  not  bind 
myself  to  do  any  thing  contrary  to.  the  word  of  God^ 
Thirdly,  that  I  do  not  so  hereby  bind  myself,  bpt  that,  if 
iGod  shall  remarkably  call  me  to  submit  to  any  other 
power,  I  may  be. at  liberty  to  obey  that  c^l|,  notwit^i^twd'-r 
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lag  Ae  pMient  ^ngsgumit.  FourthIjr>  in  ^ift  tenue,  and 
4n  Ibis  tfeflse  only,  I  do  promise  to  be  true  and  faitbrQi  to 
«tbe  present  govemineht,  as  it  is  now  established  mthottt 
ibing  or  house  of  lords.** 

^is  diiRcfrity  being  «got  over,  be  went  on  to  discharge 
*Us  office  of  rector  of  &ieter  college  with  great  approba- 
tion. In  J  652  be  received  priest*s  orders  at  Salisbury,  and, 
in  Dec.  1654,  becane  divinity-professor  of  the  nnivershy 
<of  Oxford.  In  1657  be  accepted  the  impropriate  rect<^ 
bf  Abergely  near  St.  Asaph  in  Denbighshire,  as  some  satis- 
Action  for  the  benefices  formerly  annexed  to  the  divinity 
^hair,  which  he  never  •enjoyed ;  but  knowing  it  to  hare 
^belonged  to  the  bisbc^ric  of  St.  Asaph,  be  immediately 
quitted  it,  upon  the  re-establisbment  of  episcopacy.  Oct. 
19,  1657,  he  was  admitted  vice-chancellor  of  the  univer* 
sity;  whi<ih  high  dignity  he  held  till  August  5,  166a. 
During  his  office  he  was  very  instrumental  in  procuring  Mr. 
fielden*s  large  and  valuable  collection  of  books  for  the  pub- 
lie  library;  and  was  the  principal  means  of  defeating  a 
idesign,  to  which  the  protector  Oliver  gave  his  consent,  of 
erecting  a  kind  of  university  at  Durham.  He  was  yet  more 
serviceable  in  preventing  some  persons  in  the  university 
from  sacrificing  their  rights  and  privileges,  by  a  petition  to 
the  protector  Richard's  parliament.  Upon  the  restoration  of 
Charles  II.  Dr.  Conant,  as  vice-chancellor  of  Oxford,  came 
up  to  London,  attended  by  the  proctors  and  many  of  die  prin- 
cipals ;  and  was  introduced  to  the  king,  to  whom  he  made  a 
Latin  speech,  and  presented  a  book  of  verses  written  by 
the  members  of  the  university.  March  25,  1661,  the 
king  issued  a  commission  for  the  review  of  the  book  of 
Common-prayer,  in  which  Conant  was  one  of  the  com- 
missioners, and  assisted  at  the  Savoy  conferences:  but 
after  this,  upon  the  passing  of  the  act  of  uniformity,  not 
thinking  it  right  to  conform,  he  suffered  himself  to  be  de- 
prived of  his  preferments ;  and  accordingly  his  rectory  of 
Exeter  college  was  pronounced  vacant,  Sept.  1,  1662. 

At  length,  after  eight  years^  serious  deliberation  tfpon 
the  nature  and  lawfulness  of  conformity,  his  conscience 
was  satisfied,  and  he  resolved  to  comply  in  all  parts ; 
and  in  particular  with  that  about  which  he  had  probably 
most  scpuple,  the  being  re-ofdained.  To  this,  however,  he 
consented,  and  the  ceremony  was  performed  Sept.  28, 
1670,  by  Reynolds  biiJhop  of  Norwich ;  whose  daughter 
))e  had  marsi^d  in  August  1651,  and  by  -whom  he-bad  six 
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^ionft  and'  a»  mltfiy  daughters.    Preferments  were  offeredk 
bini  inunediately,  and  ihe  same  year  he  was  diected  minis- 
ter of  St  Mary  Aldermanbury,  ii^  London ;  but,^  havings 
spent  some  years  in  the  town  of  Northani{)lx>n,  wnere  he* 
was  much  belQved,  he  chose  rather  to  accept  the  invitation* 
of  his  neigbbottiis  to  remain  among  diem ;  and  Dr.  Simon 
Fordy  who  wai$  th^n  minister  of  All-saints  ih  Northampton^ 
going  to  St  Mary's  Aldermanburyy  he  was  aominated  to^ 
succeed  him*     On  Sept.  20,  16T5,  he  had  the  mortification 
to  see  the  greatest  part  of  his  parish,  together  with  hts^ 
church,  burnt  to  the  gfound^  though  providentially  hia 
own  bouse  escaped.     In  1)676^  ttbe  archdeaconry  of  Nor- 
wich becoming  vacant,  the  bishop  offered  him  that  pre^ 
ferment,  with  tbt3  singular  oompUmeiit,  '^  i  do  not  expect 
thanks  froin  jou,  but  I  will  be  .very  thi|nkftil  to  you,  if  yo« 
will  accept  of  it.*'     H<»  accepted  it  after  some^  ddiberation^ 
and  discharged  the  office  worthily,  as-  long  as  health  per*' 
mitted  him.     Dec,  3»  1631^  he  was  installed  a  prebendary* 
in  the  church  of  WeccestOF.     The  oail  of  fiadnor,  an*  old* 
friend  and  cQuteviporaiy  of  Us  at  Exeter  cotkge,  asked  iv 
for  him  from/ObarW  IL  ia  tb»9(e  temis  :  f^Siv,  I  come  to* 
beg  a  preferment  of  you  fbc  a.very  desenong  person,  wbo^ 
never  sought  any  things  fiom  bpnseif  :*'  and  upon  naming- 
hioi,  the  king  tei^y  kisSly  caufentedv    In.  isse,  after  his^ 
eyes  had  b^en  ifertspaietimetweadi,  he  lost  bis  sight  en- 
tirely :  but  he  did  not.  die  till  Mwch  1 2,^  i6S3,  wlien  he 
was  in  hifi  8gth  yiaar.    tte  was  buried  ia  his  (»vn  parish* 
churcb  of  All-sain^  is  Nofthafmpion^  where  a  montunent  was 
erected  pvjtir  l^m  by  hia  w^dow,  witli>  a  suitable  inscviptlon. 
.  He  wa^  a  rnati.  of  grea(  piety,  and  of  solid  and  extensive^ 
learning;  and  so  >ery  modest,,  it  is  said^  tfa^  though  h^^ 
understood  most  of  the  Oriental  languages,  and  was  par^ 
ticularly  versed  in  the  Syri^c,  >yet/few  p(eople  knew  it* 
There  bfvse !  beea'  publialnsd  si^ss  voiumes-^  of  h}s  sermons  :' 
the  first  in  I699f  and  dediosted.'by  himself  t»  the  inhabi«^ 
tants  of  N.eftbampton  \  the  acaoad,  afenrbisideatih^  in  1697^ 
Vy  Joha  bish(4^  of  Chkbeaterj;  the  shird.  in    ISBSy  th€ 
fourtti  in;  17Q9^  the  fifth  in.  l.Tfift),  %y  the  sam^  editor ;  the^ 
sixth  in  1 7S2^  by  Digby  G9tes,  Mi  A.  priuuipaliof  Magdalen** 
ball  in  0^#rd..    Many,  mcure  ii.  kts  sefmoot^atid  visitationf 
fhsjrg^s  ar^  ^ill  'in  th^i  hknds  of  bis  deaq^ ifdants,  as  is  « 
life  of  him  written  by  his  son  John  Conant^  LL.  O.  also  in 
maimscript,  but  communic^tied  to  the  editors  of  the  first; 
edition  of  the  Biog.  Britam^ca.    Fqir  wans  of  attention  to 
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this  aeeoont,  which  mutt  undofibtedly  be  ddeiAed  tutfaen«r 
tic,  Mr.  Palaier,  in  hit  ^  Nonoonforfnista*  Memorial/'  (a 
new  edition,  with  continoationt  of  Calamy't  work),  has  in« 
troduced  him  for  the  purpotetif  giving  tome  extractt  from 
an  unpnblithed  MS.  relatire  to  the  opprettiont  he  tuffered' 
from  the  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  all  which  story  evi« 
dently  belongs  to  his  uncle  John  Conaat,  B.  D,  and  rectoir 
of  Lymington.  ^ 

CONCA  (SaBASTlAN),  a  Very  popular  artist,  was  born 
at  Gaeta  io  1676*  He  studied  under  Solimene,  and  by 
persevering  practice  soon  became  an  able  machinist.  At 
little  less  than  forty,  the  desire  of  seeing  Rome  prompted 
him  to  visit  that  city,  where  he  became  once  more  a  8tu«> 
dent,  and  spent  five  years  in  drawing  after  the  antique  and 
llie  masters  of  design :  but  his  hand,  debauched  by  man* 
i|er,  refused  to  cbey  his  mind,  tiU  wearied  by  hopeless  fa«* 
tigue,  he  followed  the  advice  of  the  sculptor  le  Gros,  and 
returned  to  his  former  practice,  though  not  without  con- 
aidembleimprovementt,  and  nearer  to  Pietro  daCortona 
than  bis  master.  He  had  feitile  brains,  a  rapid  pencil,  and 
a  colour  which  at:  first  sight  fascinated  every  eye  b^  its 

Jplendor,  contrast,  and  the  delicacy  of  its  flesh  tints.  His 
ispatch  was  equal  to  his  employment,  and  there  is  scarcelj 
a  collection  of  any  consequence  without  its  Conca»  He 
was:  courted  by  sovereigns  and  princes,  and  pope  Clement 
XI.  nuide  him  acavaliore at  a  fuU  assembly  of  the  acade* 
micians  of  St.  Luke.  He  died,  £ur  advanced  in  age,  iu 
1764.  Sir  Robert  Strange,  in  vriiose  possession  was  a 
^VVirgin  and.Child,*'  by  Conca,  observes  that,  with  all 
his  defects,  he  was  a  great  painter,,  and  must  be  regarded 
iis  oue  of  the' last  e£brts  which  this  expiring  art  made  in 
Italy.* 

.  CONCANEN  (MATTffEvr),  a  miscellaneous  writer  of 
some  note  i(i  his  day,  was  born  in  Irelaac^  and  bred  to  the 
law,  in  which  we  do  not  find  that  he  ever^made  any  great 
jQgure.  from  thence  he  came  over  to  London,  in  com-* 
m^ny.  with  a  Mr.  Sthrling,  a  dramatic  poet  of  little  note,  to 
ift^ek  his  fortune  $  and  indiiij^  nothing  so  profitable,  and 
so-  likely  to  .neconrnnend  him  to'  public  notice,  as  political 
writings  he  soon  eoo^menced  an  advocate  for  the  govern - 
ment.;  TbeTiB  goes  a  story  of  him,  however,  but  we  will 

1  Bio^.  Briu— Ath.  Ox.  vol.  il.T-PriQpe's  Wortbi^of  PfTqni^Nicho)»'s  Lei* 
eeflter&bire:— <feiit.  Mig.  vol.  LXXV. '  -  -     '      ' 
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liope  it  18  not » true  one,  that  he  and  h»  feUoir*tira?ell€r» 
who  was  embarked  in  the  same  adveature,  for  the  sake  of 
inakiog  their  trade  more  profitable,  resolved  to  divide  their 
interests ;  the  one  to  oppose,  the  other  to  defend  the  mi* 
aistry.     Upon  which  they  determined  the  side  each  was  to 
espouse  by  lots,  or,  according  to  Mr.  Reed*s  account,  by 
tossing  up  a  halfpenny,  when  it  fell  to  Concanen's  part  to 
defend  the  ministry.     Stirling  afterwards  went  into  orders^ 
and  became  a  clergyman  in  Maryland.     Concanen  was  for 
some  time  concerned  in  the  ^*  British"    and   *'  London 
Journals,"  ^nd  in  a  paper  called  <<  The  Speculatist,"  which 
last  was  published  in  1730,  8vo.     In  these  he  took  occa* 
sion  to  abuse  not  only  lord  Bolingbroke,  who  was  natu* 
rally  the  object  of  it,  but  also  Pope ;  by  which  be  pro- 
cured a  place  in  the  Dunciad.    In  a  pamphlet  called  **  A 
Supplement  to  the  Profound,"  he  dealt  very  unfairly  by 
Pope,  83  Pope's  commentator  informs  us,  in  not  only  fre* 
quentiy  imputing  to  him  Broome's  verses  (for  which,  says 
he,  he  might  seem  in  some  degree  accountable,  having 
corrected  what  that  gentleman  did),  but  those  of  the  duke 
of  Buckingham  and  others.     His  wit  and  literary  abilities, 
however,  recommended  him  to  the  favour  of  the  duke  of 
Newcastle,  through  whose  interest  he  obtained  the  post  of 
attorney- general  of.  the  island  of  Jamaica  in  1732,  which 
office  he  filled  with  the  utmost  integrity  and  honour,  and 
to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants,  for  near 
seventeen  years;  when,  having  acquired  an  ample  fortune^ 
he  was  desirous  of  passing  the  close  of  bis  life  in  his  native 
country;   with  which  intention  he  qqitted  Jamaica  and 
came  to  London,  proposing  to  pass  some  little  time  there 
before  he  went  to  settle  entirely  in  Ireland.    But  the  dif» 
ference  of  climate,  between  that  metropolis  and  the  place 
be  had  so  long  been  accustomed  to,  had  such  an  eflPect 
on  his  constitution,  that  he  fell  mt6^^^r^omnmpUonf  oi 
which  he  died  Jan.  22,  1749,  a  few  iveeks  after  bis  arrival 
in  London*     His  original. poems,  though  sho)t,  have  con- 
siderable merit;  but  much  cannot  be  said  of  his  play,  en- 
titled *<  Wexford  Wells."     He  was  alsoiK^ncemed  with  Mr. 
Roome  and  other  gentlemen  in  altering  Richard  Broome's 
>*  Jovial  Crew"  into  a  ballad  oper^,  ip  which  shape  it  is 
now  frequently  performed.    Cpqc^nei^  has  several  songs  i|i 
'^  The  Musical  Miscellany,  1729,'^  6  vols.     But  a  memo-^ 
table  letter  addressed  to  htm  by  Dr.  Warburton  will  per* 
baps  be  remembered  longer  toan  any  virriting  of  bis  qwn 
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pen.  This  letter,  whicb  Mr.  Malone  first  {Hibltshed  (in  his 
SVipplement  to  Shakspeare,  v6l.  h  p.  222),  shews  that,  in 
1726,  Warburton,  then  an  attorney  at  Newark,  was  inti- 
mate with  Concanen,  and  an  Associate  in  the  attacks  made 
on  Pope^s  fame  and  talents.  In  1724?,  Concanen  published 
a  v^ume  of  ^^  MisceHaneous  Poems,  origrinal  and  trans- 
lated,"  by  himself  and  others.' 

-    CONCINA  (Daniel),  a  very  celebrated  Dominican  di- 
▼iAe,  of  the  congregation  of  St.  James  Salomoni,  was  bom 
about  16S6  in  Friuli,  on  one  of  the  estates  of  the  signiors 
8avoriani,  noble  Venetians.     He  entered  the  Dominican 
order  1708,  preached,  with  great  applause,  in  the  prin- 
cipal towns  of  Italy,   gained  the  esteem  of  pope  Cle- 
ment XII.  and  Benedict  XIV.  and  wrote  incessantly  against 
tbe  opinions  of  the  relaxed  casuists,   fie  died  February  21, 
liSBf  at  Venice,  aged  69.     His  works  are  numerous,  both 
in   Latin  and  Italian  :  the  latter  ate :  *^  The  Lent  of  the 
litigious  ecclesiastical  Courts,'*  Venice,  1739,  4to;  "The 
Church  discipline  respecting  the  fast  of  Lent,"  &c.  Ve- 
nice, 1742,  4to;  **  Dissertations  theological,  moral,  and 
critical,  on  the  btstbry  of  probability  and  rigourism,*'  &c. 
Venice,  1743,  2  toIs.  4to,  and  two  pieces  in  defence  of  this 
work,  4to ;  an  **  Explanation  of  the  four  p&radoxes  which 
are  in  TOgue  in  our  age,"  Lucc^,   1746,  4to.     This  work 
has  been  translated  into  French,  l2mo.    *^  The  dogma  of 
the  Roman  Church  respecting  Usury,"  Naples,  1746,  4to ; 
iln  *^  Historical  Memoir  on  the  use  bf  chocolate  upon  fast 
days,"  Venice,"  I74S;  a  "  Treatise  on  revealed  Religion, 
tigaiiist  atheists,  deists,  materisilists^  and  indifferents,**  Ve- 
ihice^  1754,  4to;  "  Instracttons  fot  confessors  and  peni- 
tents," Venice,   1753,  4to.    The  following  are  written  in 
Latin ;  three  tolumes  upon  Usury,  1 4to ;  three  others  on 
**  Monastic  discipline  and  poverty ;"  <•  Nine  tetters  on  re- 
laxed morality."^    But  the  most  valuibte  of  all  his  works  is 
his    **  Theologia  Christiana  dogmatico-moralis,"   Rome^ 
1746,   12  vols.  4to.' 

CONDAMINE  (CMAiitES  Maeic  de  la),  chevalier  de 
8t,  Lazare,  membcfr  of  a  great  number  of  academies,  and 
a  celebrated  traveller,  was  born  ftt  Paris  in  1701.  He  be- 
gan his  journey  to  the  east  very  youtig ;  and  after  having 
coastisd  ilong  the  shores  of  Africa  and  AsiA  in  the  Mediter- 

1  Bib?.  Dram.— Cibber^f  Lire?. — WarburtQn*5  Letters,  4t<s  p  159,  ISO.-— 
l^ichoU's  Bowyer. — Reed'i  MS  Notes  on  a  copy  of  the  Speculatist* 
<  MoKrl-^Pjct,  Hist. 
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ranean,  he  was  cbosen,  in  17S6,  <co  accompany  M.  Godin* 
to  Peru,  for  the  purpose  of  detennining  the  figure  of  the 
earth  at  the  equator.    The  diflScuhtes'  and  dangers  he  sur-' 
mounted  in  this  expedition  are  almost  lacredMe ;  and  an 
one  time  he  had  nearly  {lerisfaed  by  the  imprudence  of  one 
of  his  companions^  M.  Sentergaes^  whose  arrogance  had 
so  much  irritated  the  inhabitants  of  New  Coenga,  that  they 
fose  tumultnou^ly  against  the  trairellers ;  but,  fortunately 
for  the  rest,  the  offender  was  the  only  victim.    On  his  re« 
turn  home,  la  Condamine  visited  Rome,  where  pope  Be- 
nedict XIV.  made  him  a  present  of  hia  portrait,  and  granted 
him  a  dispensation  to  marry  one  of  his  nieces,  which  he 
accordingly  did,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five.     By  his  great 
equanimity  of  temper,  and  his  lively  and  amiable  disposi^^ 
tion,  he  wiu  the  delight  of  all  that  knew  him.     Such  was 
his  gaiety  or  thoughtlessness,  that  two  days  before  his  deatb 
lie  made  a  couplet  on  the  surgicsd  operation  that  carried 
him  to  the  graVe ;  and,  after  having  recited  this  couplet  to 
a  friend  that  came  to  see  him,  **  You  must  now  leave  me," 
added  he,  ^  I  have  two  letters  to  write  to  Spain ;  prpbabty^ 
by, next  post  it  will  be  too  late.'*     La  Condamine  bad  the 
art  of  pleasing  the  learned  by  the  concern  he  shewed  in 
advancing  their  interests,  and  the  ignorant  by  the  talent  of 
persuading  them  that  they  understood  what  be  said.    Even 
the  men  of  fashion  sought  his  company,  as  he  was  full  of 
anecdote!  and  singular  observations,  adapted  to  amuse  their 
frivolous  curiosity.     He  was,  however,  himself  apt  to  lay 
loo  much  stress  on  trifles ;  and  his  inquisitiveness,  as  is  often' 
the  case  with  travelfaers,  betrayed  him  into  imprudeocies. 
£ager  after  fame,  he  loved  to  multiply  his  correspondences 
and  intercourse ;  and  there  i^ere  few  men  of  any  note  with 
whom  he  had  not  intimacies  or '-disputes,  and  scardely  any 
journal  in  which  he  did  not  write.     Replying  to  every  cri- 
tic, .and  flattered  with  every  species  of  praise,  he  despised 
MO  opinion  of  him,  though  given  by  the  most  contemptible 
scribbler.     Such,  at  least,  is  the  picture  of  him,  drawn  by 
the  marquis  de  Condorcet  in  his  eloge.     Amotig  his  most 
ingenious  and  valuable  pieces  arc  the  following :    1.  ^'  Dis* 
tance  of  the  tropics^"  London,  1744.     2.  <*  Extract  of  ob- 
servations made  on  a  voyage  to  the  river  of  the  Amazons,** 
1745.     S.  ^  Brief  relation  of  a  voyage  to  the  interior  of 
South  America^"  8vo.  1745.    4.  <<  Journal  of  the  voyage 
made  by  order  of  the  king  to  the  equator ;  with  the  sup- 
plement," 2  vols.  4to.  1751,  1752.     5.  «  On  the  Inocula- 
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tid^  of  t&e  Sauill-^x/*  Itf  mo,  1 754.  6.  <<  A  letter  on  Edtt«> 
cation/'  8vo.     7.  '*  A  second  paper  on  the  Inoculation  of 
the  Small  pox/*  1739.    8.  <<  Travels  through  Italy/*  1762, 
12mo.    These  last  three  were  transhued  and  published 
here.     9.  '<  Measure  of  the  three  first  degrees  of  the  me« 
vidian  in  the  southern  hemisphere/'  1751,  4to.    The  style 
of  the  different  works  of  la  Condamine  is  simple  and  negli- 
gent ;  but  it  is  strewed  with  agreeable  and  lively  stroaea 
Siat  secure  to  him  readers.     Poetry  was  also  one  of  the  ta« 
lents  of  our  ingenious  academician ;  his  productions  of  this 
sort  were,  *^  Vers  de  soci£t6,"  of  the  humorous  kind,  and 
pieces  of  a  loftier  style,  as  the  Dispute  for  the  armour  of 
Achilles  and  others,  translated  from  the  Latin  poets  ;  the 
Epistle  from  au  old  man,  &c.     He  died  the  4th  of  Fe« 
bruary  1774,  in  consequence  of  aii  operation  for  the  cure 
of  a  hernia,  with  which  he  had  been  aflicted. ' 
.  CONDER  (John),  D.  D.  a  dissenting  divine,  was  ^om 
at  Wimple,  in  Cambridgeshire,  June  3,  1714,  and  edu- 
cated in  London  under  Dr.  Ridgley,  an  eminent  dissenting 
minister.     He  was  ordained  in  1738,  and  his  first  settle- 
mei>t  was  at  Cambridge,  where  he  had  a  considerable  con* 
gregation  for  about  sixteen  years;  but  having  written  an 
essay  on  the  importance  of  the  ministerial  character  in  the 
iodependent  line,  he  was  in  1755  placed  at  the  head  of 
tlie  academy  for  preparing  young  men  for  the  ministry, 
then  situated  at  Mile  End,  but  since  removed  to  Hommer- 
ton.     In  1759  be  was  chosen  one  of  the  preachers  of  the 
<^  Merehants'  lecture"  at  Pinner's  Hall,  and  in  May  17^0 
assistant  to  Mr.  Hall  in  the  pastoral  office  in  the  meeting 
on  the  pavement  near  Moorfields,  whom  be  succeeded  in 
1763,  and  where  he  continued  to  officiate  till  the  time  of 
his  death.  May  30,  1781,  aged  67.     Besides  the  essay 
above  mentioned,  be  printed  several  sermons  on  public 
occasions,  particularly  funerals  and  ordinations.^ 

CONDILLAC  (Stephbn-Bonnot  db),  of  the  French 
academy  and  that  of  Berlin,  abb^  of  Mureaux,  preceptor 
of  the  infant  don  Ferdinand  duke  of  Parma,  was  Bom  at 
Grenoble  about  the  year  1 7 J  5,  and  died,  of  a  putrid  fever 
at  his  estate  of  Flux  near  Baugenci,  the  2d  of  August  1780* 
Strong  sense,  sound  judgment,  a  clear  and  profound  know- 
ledge of  metaphysics,  a  well  chosen  and  extensive  readings 
a  sedate  character,  mam^ers  grave  without  austerity,  a  style 

^  Eloget,  by  Condorcet,  &c.  toI.  I. — ^Dict,  Hift, 
•  Mkldieton'sBios.^eTao^iica,  vol.lV. 
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nkher  sententious,  a  greater*  CMili^ih'*  writing'  than'ul*' 
speaking,  more  pbiiosophy  than  sensibility  and  imagitiatiGin ;. 
form,  according  to  the  opinion  of  bis  coantrymen,  th6 
principal  features  in  the  portrait  of  the  abbi  de  Condillacj 
A  collection  in  3  vols.  12aio,  under  the  title  x>f  his  Works,* 
contains  his  essay  on  the  origin  of  human  sciences^ '  hit 
treatise  of  sensations,  his  treajtisc^  of  systems ;  all  perforin* 
ances  replete  with  striking  and    novel  ideas,    advanced 
with  boldness,  and  in  which  the  modern  philosophic  sl^le 
seems  perfectly  natural  to  the  author.     Hb  '^Course of 
.Study,'*  1776,  16  vols.  12mo,  composed  for  the  UKtruc- 
tion  of  bis  illustrious  pupil,  is  esteemed  the  bast  pf  his 
works.     He  also  wrote  *^  Commerce  and  Government  con- 
sidered in  their  mutual  relations,"  12mo,  a  book  whicb 
has  been  decried  by  anti-qeconomists,'  a»d  it  u  allowed  by 
his  admirers  that  it  might  have  been  as  well  if  the-  author 
bad  not  hdd  down  certain  s}rstems  on  the    commerce 
ef  grain;  that  he  had  given  bis  principles  an  ait  less 
profound  and  abstracted,  and  that  on  those  matters  that 
are  of  moment  to  all  men,  he  had  written  for  the  per^ 
usal  of  all  men.     It  is  observed  in  some  of  the  abb6  <7on« 
dillac's  works,  that  he  had  a  high  opinion  of  his  own  merit, 
and  thought  it  his  duty  not  to  conceal  it.     He  has  also 
been  more  justly  censured  for  having,  in  his  treatise  xif 
V  Sensations^'*  established  principles  ^m  which  the  ma« 
terialists  have  drawn  pernicious  conclusions;  and  that  ia' 
his  course  of  study,  he  has,  like  an  incompetent  judge, 
eondesuied  several  flights  of  Boileau,  by  submitting  poeti* jr,-' 
which  in  its  very  nature  is  free,  irregular,  and  bold,  to  the 
rules  of  geometry.     His  works  we  may  suppose  are  still  in 
favour  in  France,  as  a  complete  edition  was  printed  in 
179^  in  25  vols.  8vo.* 

CONDIVI  (AscANio),  of  Ripa  Transona,  the  most  ob^ 
scure  of  modern  artists,  though  a  biographer  of  some  ce)e« 
brity^  owes  that  and  a  place  here  to  his  connexion  witK 
Michael  Angelo,  whose  life  he  published  in  15-^3. '  •  If  we 
believe  Vasari,  his  imbecility  was  at  least  equal  to  his'assiw 
duity  in  study  and  desire  of  exc^ing,  which*  were  ex«' 
treme.  No  work  of  his  exists  in  painting  or  in  sculptulre. 
Heuce  Gori,  the  modem  editor  of  his  book,  is  at  a  loss  to 
decide  on  his  claim  to  either,  though  from  the  qualities  <yf 

the  wiiteri  and  the  familiarity  of  M.  Angelo^  he  surmises 

« 

1  Diet.  Hift.     ' 
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ih$t  Gcnidm  miMt  have  bad  merit  as  an  actist  From  Ifhei 
kal  no  coDclQiiaA  can  be  farmed ;  the  attachment  of  M.- 
Angeloy  sridom  founded  io  congeniality,  was  the  attach* 
sient  oJF  the  gtnrong  to  the  weak,  it  was  protection  ;  it  ex- 
tended to  Antonio  Mini  of  Florence,  another  obscure  scholar 
ef  hifl^  to  Giuliano  Bugiardini,  to  Jacopo  L'Indaoo:  all 
nen  unable  to  penetrate  the  grand  motives  of.  bis  art,  and  * 
asere  aatonislrad  at  the  excrescences  of  his  learniiig  in  de« 
ngfly  than  elevated  by  bis  genius.  Condivi  intended  to 
publish  a  sptem  of  rules  and  precepts  on  design,  dictsted 
by  Michael  Angelo,  a  work,  if  ever  he  did  compose  it, . 
BOW  perhaps  irretrievably  lost;,  from  that,  had  destiny 
granted  it  to  ns,  we  might  probably  have  fora^d  a  better 
Botion  of  bb  powers  as  an  artist,  ttna  we  can  from  a  bio-> 
graphic  accoant,  of  wbich  simplicity  and  truth. constitute 
the  principal  merit  CoBdivi  published  this  life,  consisting 
ef  fifty  pages,  under  the  title  '^  Vita  de  Micbeli^^nolo 
Buonarroti,  raccoka  per  Ascanio  Condivi  da  la  Ripa  Tran- 
sone.  In  Roma  appresso  Antonio  Blado  Stampatore .  Ca-> 
morale  nel  M;  D.  LIII.  alii.  XVI.  di  Luglio."  Acscording 
to  Beyero,  in  his  *^  Memorim-  Historico^critk^,  lib.  oario- 
rom,''  this  is  ooe  of  the  scarcest,  books  in  Europe.  In 
1746,  Gori  repnbliadied  it  in  folio,  and  as  it  was  originally 
published  ten  years  before  the  death  of  Michael  Angelo, 
continued  it  to  that  period.  Gori's  work  is  a  small  ioHof 
printed  at  Florence,  Lt46.^ 

CONDORCET  (John  Aktony  NicoUs  Caritat  Mar« 
Qvis  i>£),  an  eminent  French  philosopher  and  mattoenbari** 
cian,  was  born  at  Ribemont  in  Picardy,  three  leagues  from 
Saint*Quintin  and  De  la  Fere,  September  17,  1743,  of  ar 
very  ancient  family.  At  the  age.  of  fifteen  be  waa  sent  to 
study  philosophy  at  the  college  of  Navarre^  nnder  Giraud 
de  Kiroudon,,  who  has  since  distinguished  faimsdf  by 
several  scientific  works,  and  was  en  able  teacher  of  matbe* 
matica.  During  ike  first  year  of  bis  residence  there,  youi^  < 
Condorcet  exhibited  hut  litde  reliish  for  tbe  meraphysical 
iiuestions  relative  to  the  nature  of  ideas,  of  seDsatioos^  and 
of  memory,  but  in  tbe  course  of  tbe  following,  year, 
nMtbematics  and  natural  pfailosopfay  decided  bis  future 
vocation ;  aad  altbrnigb  be  bad  moratbajs  ooe  hundred  and 
twenty  fellow-studMts,  be  acquired  a  |;reatear  poartidn  o€ 
^Mae  than  any  of  them.  .  At  Easter  be  supported  a  public 

*  Pilkingt«D.— Duppa't  Lif«,o8M.  Anffelo,  preface,  p.  5  and  6. 


thesis,  at  which  Cktirairt,  D'ABembert,  andi^Fontaine,  die 
first  geometricians  of  France,  assisted ;  andhis  oosidaet»€Ki 
this  occasion  obtained  their  jirpprcibaAioii.  After  his  coiirse 
^f  philosophy  ivas  finished,  lie  returned  to  bis  fitmilj^  but 
still  continued  to  cuhiTSte  geemetiy ;  vnd  bis  attachment 
to  it  carried  him  back  to  Paris  in  17^  «diere  he  liired 
with  his  old  professor,  in  order  to  have  move  frequent  op-* 
portunities  of  indulging  his  ruling  passion.  He  at  the  aame 
time  attended  the  chemical  lectures  of  Macquer  and 
Beaumg,  and  soon  distinguished  himself  among  the  geb* 
metricians. 

In  1765  he  published  his  first  wovk  ^^  Sur  le  Caleal  In- 
tegrel,*^  in  which  he  proposed  to  exhibit  a  general  method 
of  determining  the  finite  integral  of  a  given  diffeieatiaA 
-equation,  either  for  differences  infinitely  amall,  or  finite 
differences.     D^AIembert  and  Bezout,  the  commissionem 
of  the  academy,  employed  to  examine  the  merits  of  thus 
|>erformance,  bestowed  high  praises  on  it  «s  a^  work  of  in»- 
vention,  and  a  presage  of  talents  worthy  of  encouragement. 
In  1767  he  published  a  second  work,  the -problem  of  ^ree 
bodies,  '^  Probieme  des  Trois  corps,''  in  which  he  pre^nt* 
ed  the  nine  differential  equations  of  the  movement  of  the 
'bodies  of  a  gi^en  system,  supposing  that  each  of  these  bo- 
dies should  be  propelled  by  a  eertain  force,  and  that  a 
mutual  attraction  subsisted  among  them.     He  aieo  treated 
of  the  movement  of  three  bodies  of  a  giv^en  figore,  the  par- 
ticles of  which  attracted  each  other  in  the  inverse  ratio  of 
the  square  of  the  distance.     In  addition  to  <chis,  be  ex- 
'plained  a  new  method  of  integers,  by  approximation,  with 
the  assistance  of  infinite  series ;  and  added  to  die  methods 
exhibited  in  his  first  work,  that  which  M.  de  la  Grange 
had  convinced  him  was  still  wanting.-    ^fhiss  Condorcet, 
•says  his  eulogist  La  Lande,  was  akeady  numbered  with 
the  foremost  mathematicians   in   Eur€f>e.     ^  Tbcoe  was 
*not,'*  he  adds,  "above  ten  of  that  class ;  one  «  ^Petors- 
'burgh,  one  at  Berlin,  one  at  Basle,  one^  Mikin,  and  five 
or  SIX  at  Paris  ;  England,  which  bad -set  sneh  an  illustrioos 
•example,  ^o  lotijger  proddoed  a  single  gecMneter  that  oouUL 
^rank  with  the  former.^'     It  is  mortifying  to  us  to  confess 
that  this  remafk  is  but  t«x>  mneh  founded  on  trnth.     Yel^ 
-says  a  late  writer  of  theiife  of  Condorcet,  ^^  dotid^t  not 
*bilt  there  are  in  <Oreat  Britain  at  ]iredeftt  niathecnaticifbns 
equal  in  profundit;y  and  address  to  any  who  have  existed 
since  the  illustrious  Newton  :  but  these  men  are  not  known 
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totbe  learned  of . Europe,  bectase  thej  keep  their  science 
tortbemaelves.  They  hitM  no  eneouragement  from  the 
taste  of  the  nation,  to  paUish  any  thing  in  those  higher 
departments  of  {geometry  whieK  have  so  long  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  mathematicians  on  the  continentals* 

In  1768,  under  the  title  of  the  first  part  of  his  <<  Essais 
-d' Analyse,''  he  published  a  letter  to  D' Alembert,  in  which 
•he  resumed  the  subjects  treated  of  in  his  two  former  works, 
and  endeavoured,  by  means  of  new  exhibitions,  to  extend 
hb  methods  of  integral  calculation,  in  the  three  hypo- 
theses of  evanescent  differences,  finite  differences,  and 
^rtial  differences;  He  there  litso  gave  the  application  of 
infinite  or  indefinite  series  to  the  integration ;  the  methods, 
of  approximation,  and  the  u«e  of  all  the  methods  for  the 
d^Mraic  problems,  especially  the  problem  of  three  bof- 
dies :  these  modes  might  have  become  an  useful  help,  that 
.would  have  led  to  important  discoveries,  but  he  only 
pointed  out  the  road  necessary  to  be  followed,  without 
pursuing  it. 

He  was  received  into  the  French  academy  on  the  8th  of 
•March,  1769,  ana  in  the  course  of  the  same  year  he  pubr 
lished  a  memoir  on  the  nature  of  infinite  series,  on  the  ex« 
tent  of  solutions  afforded  by  this  mode,  and  on  a  new 
method  of  apiMToximation  for  the  diflerential  equations  of 
all  the  orders.  In  ^  vcrtttmes  of  1770^  and  the  following 
years,  he  jMesented  the  firoits  of  his  researches  on  the 
equatioaa  with  partial  and  finite  differences ;  and  in  1779 
he  published  <<  L*£ssti  d'uue  methode  pour  disUnguer  lefi 
;  Equations  differentielles  possibles  en  termes  finis  de  celles 
cqui  ne  le  sont  pas,"  an  essay  on  a  mcfthod  to  distinguish 
possible  differential  equations  in  finite  terms^  fcom  those 
.which  are  not  so.  The  mode  of  calculation  here  presented, 
:aUhough  an  admirable  instrument,  is  still  very  far  dist»:)t 
from  that  degree  of  perfection  .to  which  it  may  be  brought 
•  In  Hw  midst  of  these  studies,  he  published  ui  anonymous 
^pamphlet,  entitled  ^<  A  Letter  to  a  Theologian,'*  in  which 
be  repli^  with  keen  satire  to  the  attacks  made  by  the 
author  of  <<  The  Three  Centuries  pf  Literature,"  against 
the  philosophic  sect  ^<  But  (subjoins  the  prudent  La 
^aode)  be  pushed  the  matter  somewhat  too.  far,  for,  even 
supposing  bis  system  demonstrated,  it  would  be  ad  van* 
tageou^  to  confine  those  truths  within  Ihe.  circle  of  the  ini^ 

•  QWi$*a  Suppl.  to  tha  Encyclop«4iA  Britattmca« 
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tiated^  because  they  are  dangerous^  in  respect  to  the 
greater  part  of  mankind^  who  are*  unable  to  replace,  by 
means  of  principles,  that  whioh  they  are  bereaved  of  in 
the  shape  of  fear,  consolation,  and  hope.-'     Condorcet 
was  now  in  fact  leagued  with  the  atheists;  and  La  Lande^ 
who  wished  well  to  the  same  sect,  here  censures  not  htt 
principles,  but  only  regrets  his  rashness.     In  1773  h^  was 
appointed  secretary  to  the  academy  of  sciences,  when  he 
composed  eulogies  upon  several  deceased  members  who 
had  been  neglected  by  Fonteuelle^  and  in  1782  he  was 
received  into  the  French  academy^  on  which  occasion  he 
delivered  a  discourse  Goac<»iiing  the  influence  of  philoso* 
phy*    In  the  following  year  he  succeeded  D^Alembert  at 
secretary  to  that  academy,  and  pronounced  an  able  eulogy 
to  the  memory  of  his  deceased  friend,  whose  literary  and 
acientific  merits  are  set  forth  with  great  ability.   The  death 
ef  £ul^  .afforded  Condorcet  another  opportunity  of  dis** 
playing  his  .own  talents  by  appreciadng  those  of  the  de<^ 
parted  mathematician.    The  lives  of  Turgot  and  Voltaire^ 
and  the  eulogy  pronounced  upon  the  death  of  the  cele- 
brated Franklin,,  were  decided  testimonies  to  the  abilities 
of  Condorcet  as  a  biographical  writer.    Turgot  had  occu**- 
pied  much  of  bis  time  and  attention  with  moral  and  poll* 
tical  sciences,  and  was  particularly  anxious  that  the  cer- 
tainty of  which  different  species  of  knowledge  are  suscep- 
tible, might  be  demonstrated  by  the  assistance  of  calcula* 
tiony  hoping  that  the  human  species  would  necessarily  make 
a  progress  towards  happiness  and  perfection,  in  the  same 
manner  .as  it  had  done  towards  the  attainment  of  truth. 
To  second. these  views  of  Turgot,  Condorcet  undertook  a 
wprk  r.eplete  with  geometrical  knowledge.     He  examined 
the.  probability  of  an  assembly's  rendering  a  true  decision, 
.and  he  explained,  the  limits  to  which  our  knowledge  of 
,  future  events,  regulated  by  the  laws  of  nature,  considered 
.  a^  ^e.  most  certain  and  uniform,  might  extend.     If  we  ndo 
.  jn.ot,posse;i9-  irealf  yet  he  thought,  we  have  at  least  a  mean 
probability,  that  the  law  indicated 'by  events,  is  the  s|kme 
constant  law,  and  that.it  will  be  perpetually  observed.     He 
.^considered  a  forty-five  thousandth  part.as  thd  value  of  the 
risk,  in  the  case  when  the  cunaideration  of  a  new  law  comes 
in  question;  and  it  appears  from  his  calculation,  thaf  an 
assembly  consisting  of  .61  votes,  in  which  it  is  required 
that  there  should  be  a  plurality  of  nine,  will  fulfil  this  con- 
dition, provided  there  i^  a  probability  of  each  vote  being 
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equal  to  four«fiftbs,  jthat  iBf  that  each  aieiiri»er  voting  slMdl 
be  deceived  only  once  in  five  times.  He  applied  these  caU 
eulations  to  the  creation  of  tribunak,  ,to  the  forpis  of  elec« 
lions,  and  to  the  decisions  of  nuiuerous  assemblies ;  incon- 
veniences attendant  on  which  wore  exhibited  by  him.  This 
work,  sajrs  his  eulogist,  furnbhed  a  grand,  and  at  the  same 
time,  an  agreeable  proof  of  the  utility  of  analysis  in  im- 
portant matters  to  which  it  had  never  before  been  applied, 
and  to  which  we  may  ventuce  to  assert  it  never  will  be  ap* 
plied  while  human  rea3on  is  allowed  any  share  in*  human 
transactions.    There  are  many  of  these  paradoxes  in  geo- 
metry, which,  we  are  told,  it  is  impossible  to  resolve  with- 
out being  possessed  of  metaphysical  attainments,  and  a 
degree  of  sagacity  not  always  possessed  by  the  greatest 
geometricians;  but. where  such  attainments  and  sagacity 
Are  to  be  found,  even  Condorcet  himself  ^s  not  exempli- 
fied.   In  his  «'  Euler's  Letters,"  published  in  1787-S^|^ 
«tarted  the  idea  of  a  dictionary,  in  which  6l:ject^  are  tot)e 
.discovered  by  their  qualities  or  properties,  instead  of  being 
searched  for  um^r their  respective  names;  he  also  intt« 
mated  a  scheme  for  constructing  tables  by  wbich  ten  nUl- 
liards  of  objects  might  be  classed  together,  by  means  of 
only  ten  different  modifications. 

In  October  J  79 1  he  sat  as  a  member  of  the  national  as« 
•sembly,  and  for  the  last  time  in  the  academy  on  Nov.  25, 
1792,  after  which  it  was  suppressed  by  the  barbarians  who 
then  were  in  power.  Of  their  comJUict,  howev^,  Con*- 
dorcet,  who  bad  contributed  to  place  them  there,  oeuld  net 
.complain  with  a  good  grace.  In  the  mean  time  the  mem- 
bers of  the  luuidemy  considered  it  as  allowable  to  assemble, 
but  terror  soon  dispersed  them,  ^andjhat  dispersion  con- 
tinued during  nearly  two  years.  At  length. Dauoou  delin 
vered  in  his  report  relative  to-  the  National  Institute,  wbieh 
was  read  to  the  convention  in  the  name  pf  the  oommissiou 
of  eleven,  and  the  committee  of  public  safety.  The>eop- 
sequence  was,  that  the  r^toration  ^  the  academies  was 
decreed,  under  the  title  of  a  National  Institute,  the  fiii^t 
class  of  which  contained  the  whole  of  the  academy  of 
sciences.  This  assembly  was  installed  soon  after,  and 
i  Condorcet  furnished  the  plan* 

The  political  labours  c»f  Condorcet  entirely ^^ccupied  the 
<]ast  years  of  bis  existence.  Among  th^m  were,  , his  work, 
'<<Sur  tes  assemblies  provinciaJes/V  and  his  **Ileflexio6s 
^ur  le  commerce  xles  bl6s,*'  t^o  of  thei&ost  harmliess. 
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.  t:a  17S8,  RouOitier  undertook  to  give  a  new  translation 
of  an  excellent  English  work  by  S/nith,  entitled  *^  Th^ 
Wealth  of  ^{ati'oos,^'  with  notes  by  Condorcet,  who,  how- 
ever,  bad  but  little  concern  with  it^  and  on  this  and  other 
ocjciasions  be  was  not, unwilling  to  sell  his  name  to  the 
books€!llers  to  give  a  reputation  tp  works  with  which  b^ 
had  no  concern*     Chapelier  and  Pei^sonel  announced  a 

.  periodical  collection,  entitled  <*  Bibliotheque  de  TlioniDie 
Public,  &c.**  (The  ^tatesman^s  library,  or  the  analysis  of 
the  best  political  works.)  This  indeed  was  one  way  of 
enabling  the  deputies  of  the  assembly  to  learn  what  it  wasi 
iaoportant  for  them  to  become  acquainted  with ;  it  was  sup- 
posed that^the;  name  of  Condorcet  might  be  useful  on  this 
occasion  also,  and  it  was  accordingly  made  use  of,  Tba 
work  itself  contained  one  of  his  compositions  which  had 
been  transmitted  to  the  academy  at  Berlin.  The  subject 
discussed  was,  'fEst.il  pero^is  de  tromper  le  peuple?'^ 
j(Ought  the  people  to  be  deceived?)  This  question,  we 
presume,  must  have  always  been  decided  in  the  a£Brma« 
tive  by  such  politicians  as  Condorcet,  since  what  amounts 
to  tfhe  same  effect,  almost  all  his  writings  tended  to  pave 
.the  way  foF  a  resolution  in  which  the  people  were  com- 
f)letely  deceived.  He  was  afterwards  a  member  of  the 
popular  clubs  at  Paris,  paiticularly  that  of  the  jacobins, 
celebrated  for  democratic  violence,  where  he  was  a  fre- 
quent but  by  no  means  a  powerful  speaker*  He  was  cho- 
sen a  representative  for  the  metropolis,  when  the  consti- 
tuent assembly  was  dissolved,  apd  joined  himself  to  the 
Brissotine  party,  which  finally  fell  the  just  victims  to  that 
jrevolutionary  spirit  which  they  bad  excited.  Condorcet  at 
this  period  was  the  person  ^elected  to  draw  up  a  plan  for 
public  instruction,  which  be  comprehended  in  two  uTemoirs, 
^qd  which  it  is  acknowledged  were  too  abstract  for  general 
use.  He  was  the  author  of  a  Manifesto  addressed  from  the 
French  people  to  the  powers  of  Europe,  on  the  approach 
.of  war ;  and  of  a  letter  to  Louis  XYL  as  president  of  the 

.  assembly,  which  was  dictated  in  terms  destitute  of  that 
respectt  and  <^onsideration  to  which  the  first  magistrate  of  a 
great  people  has,  as  such,  a  just  claim.  He  even  attempt- 
ed to  justify  the  insults  offered  to  t|ie  sovereign  by  the 
lowest,  the  most  illiterate,  and  most  brutal  part  of  a  deli- 
rious populace.  Oil  the  trial  of  the  king,  his  conduct  Was 
equivocai  and  unmanly;  he  had  declared"  that  he  ou^ht 
Xiot  to  be, arraigned,  yet  he  had  not  courage  to  defend  hi$ 
VouX.  L     V 
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6pimoii»  or  jiMtify  those'  sentiments  wfaieh  he  had  deli* 
J^erat^ly  formed  in  the  closet. 

After  the  death  of  Louis,  Condorcet  undertook  to  frame 
a  new  constitution,  which  was  approved  by  the  convention, 
but  which  did  not  meet  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  the 
nation.  A  new  party,  calling  themtelves  the  Mountain, 
were  now  gaining  an  ascendancy  in  the  convention  over 
Brissot  and  his  friends.  At  first  the  contest  was  severe ; 
the  debates,  if  tumult  and  discord  may  be  so  denominated, 
rati  high,  and  the  utmost  acrimony  was  exercised  on  all 
sides.  Condorcet,  always  timid,  always  anxious  to  avoid 
danger,  retired  as  much  as  possible  from  the  scene.  By 
this  act  of  prudence  he  at  first  escaped  the  destruction 
which  overwhelmed  the  party ;  but  having  written  against 
the  bloody  acts  of  the  mountain,  and  of  the  monster  Robes- 
pierre, a  decree  was  readily  obtained  against  him.  He 
was  arrested  in  July  1793,  but  contrived  to  escape  from 
the  vigilance  of  the  officers  tknder  whose  care  he  was 
placed.  For  nine  months  he  lay  concealed  at  Paris,  wfaen^ 
dreading  the  consequences  of  a  domiciliary  visit,  he  fled 
to  the  house  of  a  friend  on  the  plain  of  Mont- Rouge,  who 
was  at  the  time  in  Paris.  Condorcet  was  obliged  to  pass 
eight-and-forty  hours  in  the  fields,  exposed  to  all  the 
wretchedness  of  cold,  hunger,  and  the  dread  of  his  enemies. 
On  the  third  day  he  obtained  an  interview  with  his  friend ; 
he,  however,  was  too  much  alive  to  the  seiwe  of  danger  to 
admit  Condorcet  into  his  habitation,  vilio  was  again  oblimd 
to  seek  the  safety  vs4nch  unfirequented  fields  and  pathless 
woods  could  afford.  Wearied  at  length  with  fatigue  and 
want  of  food,  on  March  9iS  he  entered  a  little  inn  and  de- 
manded some  eggs.  His  long  beard  and  disordered  clothes, 
having  rendered  him  suspected  by  a  member  of  the  re- 
volutionary committee  of  Clamar,  who  demanded  his  pass^ 
port,  he  was  obliged  to  repair  to  the  committee  of  the 
district  of  Bourg-la-Sleine.  Arriving  too  late  to  be  ex« 
amined  that  night,  he  was  confined  in  the  prisbn,  by  the 
flame  of  Peter  Simon,  until  he  could  be  conveyed  to  Paris. 
He  was  found  dead  next -day,  Marches,  1794.  On  in* 
specting  the  body,  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death  could 
not  Jbie  discovered,  but  *it  wasr  conjectured  that  he  had 
pcdlsoned  himself.  Condorcet  indeed  always  carried  a  dose 
of  poison  in  his  pocket,  and  he  said  to  the  friend  who  was 
to ;  have  received  him  into  bis  house,  that  he  bad  been 
often  teaopted  to  make  use  of  it,  'but  that  the  idea  of  a  wife 
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and  daughter,  whom  he  loved  tenderly,  restrained  him. 
During  the  time  that  be  was  concealed  at  Paris,  he  wrote 
a  history  of  the  ^^  Progress  of  the  Human  Mind,"  in  two 
^okme^,  of  which  it  is  necessary  only  to  add,  that  among 
other  woaderfut  things,  the  author  gravely  asserts  the  pos<- 
ubiHty,  if  not  the  probability,-  that  the  nature  of  man  may 
be  improved  to  absolute  perfection  in  body  and  mind,  and 
his  existence  in  this  world  protracted  to  immortality,  a 
doctrine,  if  it  deserves  the  name,  which,  having  been  af-^ 
terwards  transfused  into  an  English  publication,  has  been 
treated  with  merited  ridicule  and  contempt. 

Condorcet's  private  charaoter  is  described  by  La  Lande^ 
as  easy,  quiet,  kind,  and  obliging,  but  neither  his  conver- 
sation nor  hisi  external  deportment  bespoke  the  fire  of  his 
genius.  D' Alembert  used  to  compare  him  to  a  volcano 
covered  with  soow.  His  public  character  may  be  estimated 
by  what  has  been  relajted.  Nothing  was  more  striking  in 
him  .than  the  dislike,  approaching  to  implacable  hatred^ 
which  he  entertained  against  the  Christian  religion ;  his 
philos<^hical  works,  if  we  do  not  consider  them  as  the 
reveries  of  a  sophist,  have  for  their  direct  tendency  a  con- 
tempt for  the  order  Providence  has  established  in  the 
world.  But  33  a  philosopher,  it  is  not  very  probable  that 
Condorcet  will  hereafter  be  known,  while  his  discoveries 
and  improvements  in  geometrical  studies  will  ever  be  no- 
ticed to  his  honour.  If  he  was  not  superior  to  his  contem- 
poraries, he  excelled  them  all  in  the  early  display  of  talent ; 
and  it  would  have  been  happy  for  him  and  his  country,  had 
he  been  only  a  geometrician.  ^ 

CONFUCIUS,  or  €oN-FU-TSEE,  the  celebrated  Chinese 
philosopher,  was  born  in  the  kingdom,  of  Lou,  which  is  at 
present  the  province  of  Chan  Long,  in  the  21«t  year  of  the 
reign  of  Ling  van,  the  23d  emperor  of  the  race  of  Tcheou, 
551  years  B.  C.  He  was  contemporary  with  Pythagoras, 
and  a  little  before  Socrates.  He  was  but  three  years  old 
when  he  lost  his.  father  Tcho  leang  he,  who  had  enjoyed 
the  highest  offices  of  the  kingdom  of  Long ;  but  left  no 
other  inheritance  to  his  son,  except  the  honour  of  descend- 
/ing  from  Ti  ye,  the  27th  emperor  of  the  second  race  of 
tbs  Ghm\g.  His  mother,  whose  name  was  Ching,  and  who 
sprung  origiiialiy  from  the  illustrious  family  of  the  Yen, 
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lived  twenty-one  years  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 
Confucius  did  not  grow  in  knowledge  by  degrees,  as  chil* 
dren  ordinarily  do,  but  seemed  to  arrive  at  reason  and  the 
perfect  use  of  his  feculties  almost  from  his  infancy.    Ta« 
king  no  delight  in  amusements  proper  for  his  age»  he  had 
a  grave  and  serious  deportment,  which  gained  him  respect, 
and  was  joined  with  an  appearance  of  unexampled  and 
exalted  piety.   He  honoured  bis  relations  ;  he  endeavoured 
in  all  things  to  imitate  his  grandfather,  who  was  then  alive 
in  China,  and  a  most  holy  man :  and  it  was  observable^ 
that  he  never  ate  any  thing  but  he  prostrated  himself  upon 
the  ground,  and  offered  it  first  to  the  supreme  Lord  of 
heaven.     One  day,  while  he  was  a  child,  he  heard  his 
grandfather  fetch  a  d^ep  sigh ;  and  going  up  to  him  with 
many  bowings  and  much  reverence,  ^^  May  I  presume/' 
says  he,  ^^  without  losing  the  respect  I  owe  you,  to  inquire 
into  the  occasion  of  your  grief?    perhaps  you  fear  that 
your  posterity  should  degenerate  from  your  virtue,  and 
dishonour  you  by  their  vices.''     ^'  What  put  this  thought 
into  your  bead,''  says  Coum«tse  to  him,  **  and  where  have 
you  learnt  to  speak  after  this  manner  ?''    ^*  From  yourself," 
replied  Confucius  :  *M  attend  diligently  to  you  every  time 
you  speak ;  and  I  have  often  heard  you  say,  that  a  son, 
who  does  not  by  his  virtue  support  the  glory  of  his  ances- 
tors, does  not  deserve  to  bear  their,  name*"     After  his 
grandfather's  death  he  applied  himself  to  Tcem-se,  a  ce- 
lebrated doctor  of  his  time ;  and,  under  the  direction  of 
so  great  a  master,  soon  made  a  surprising  progress  in  an- 
tiquity, which  be  considered  as  the  source  from  whence 
all  genuine  knowledge  was  to  be  drawn.    This  love  for  the 
ancients  very  nearly  cost  him  his  life  when  he  was  not 
more  than  sixteen  years  of  age.     Falling  into  discourse 
*ooe  day  about  the  Chinese  books  with  a  person  pf  high 
quality,  .who .  thou^t  them  obscure,  and  not  worth  the 
pains  of  searching  i^toy  ^  The  books  you  despise,"  says 
Confucius^  *<  are  full  of  profound  knowledge,  which  is  not 
to  be  attained  but  by  the  wise  and  learned:    and  the 
people  would  think  cheaply  of  them,  could  they  con^pre-. 
hend  them  of  thems^Jj^iBs.    This  subordination  of  spirits, 
by  which  the  ignoi^t  are  dependent  upon  the  knowing, 
is  very  useful,  and  even  necessary  in  society.    Were  all 
faqjilies  equally  rich  and  equally  powerful,  there  could  not 
subsist  any  form  of  government ;  but  there  would  happen  a 
yet  stranger  disorder^  if  lottnkind  w^re  all  equaUy  knowing, 
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VIZ.  every  one  would  be  for  governing,  and  none  would 
think  themselves  obliged  to  obey.  Some  time  ago,^'  added 
Confucius,  ^^  an  ordinary  fellow  made  the  same  observa* 
tion  to  me  about  the  books  as  you  have  done,  and  from 
such  a  one  indeed  nothing  better  could  be  expected  : 
but  I  wonder  that  you,  a  doctor,  should  thus  be  found 
speaking  like  one  of  the  lowest  of  the  people.*'  This  re^ 
buke  had  indeed  the  good  effect  of  silencing  the  mandarin, 
and  bringing  him  to  a  better  opinion  of  the  learning  of  his 
country ;  yet  vexed  him  so  at  the  same  time,  as  it  came 
from  almost  a  boy,  that  he  would  have  revenged  it  by 
violence,  if  he  had  not  been  prevented. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  took  a  wife,  who  brought  him 
a  son,  called  Pe  yu.     This  son  died  at  fifty,  but  left  be« 
hind  him  a  son  called  Tsou*tse,  who,  in  imitation  of  his 
grandfather,  applied  himself  entirely  to  the  study  of  wis^ 
dom,  and  by  bis  merit  arrived  to  the  highest  offices  of  the 
empire.     Confucius  was   content  with  his  wife  only,  so 
long  as  she  lived  with  him ;  and  never  kept  any  concu- 
bines, as  the  custom  of  his  country  would  have  allowed 
him  to  have  done,  because  he  thought  it  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nature.     He  divorced  het,  however,  after  some  time, 
and  for  no  other  reason,  say  the  Chinese,  but  that  he 
might  be  free  from  all  incumbrances  and  connexions,  and 
at  liberty   to  propagate   his  philosophy    throughout  the 
empire.    In  bis  twenty-third  year,  when  he  had  gained  a 
considerable  knowledge  of  antiquity,  and  acquainted  him« 
self  with  the  laws  and  customs  of  his  country,  he  began  to 
project  a  scheme  of  general  reformation.     AH  the  pet^ 
kingdoms  of  the  empire  now  depend  upon  the  emperor ; 
but  then  every  province  was  a  distinct  kingdom,  which 
had  its  particular  laws,  and  was  governed  by  a  prince  of 
its  own.     Hence  it  often  happened  that  the  imperial  au« 
thority  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  them  within  the  bounds 
of  their  duty  and  allegiance,  and  a  taste  for .  luxury,  the 
love  of  pleasure,  and  a  general  dissolution  of  manners, 
prevailed  in  all  those  little  courts. 

Confildus,  wisely  persuaded  that  the  people  could  neter 
be  happy  under  such  circumstances,  resolved  to  preach 
up  a  severe  morality ;  and,  accordingly,  he  began  to  en- 
force temperance,  justice,  and  other  virtues,  to  inspire  a 
contempt  of  riches  and  outward  pomp,  to  excite  to  mag- 
nanimity and  a  greatness  of  soul,  which  should  make  men 
incapable  of  dissimulation  and  insincerity ;  and  used  all 
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the  means  he  could  think  of  to  redeem  his  countrymen 
from  a  life  of  pleasure  to  a  life  of  reason.     In  this  pursuit, 
his  extensive  knowledge  and  great  wisdom  soon  made  him 
known,  and  his  integrity  and  the  splendour  of  his  virtues 
made  him  beloved.    Kings  were  governed  by  his  counsels, 
and  the  people  reverenced  him  as  a  saint.     He  was  offered 
several   high  offices  in   the  magistracy,  which  he  some- 
times accepted,  but  always  with  a  view  of  reforming  a 
currupt  state,  and  amending  mankind ;  and  never  failed 
to  resign  those  offices,  as  soon  as  be  perceived   that  he 
ccuild  be  no  longer  useful.     On  one  occasion  he  was  raised 
to  a  considerable  place  of  trust  in  the  kingdom  of  Lou^ 
his   own   native   country:    before  he   had   exercised   bis 
charge  about  three    months,    the   court   slnd    provinces^ 
through  his  counsels  and  management,  became  quite  aU 
tered.     He  corrected  many  frauds  and  abuses  in  traffic, 
and  reduced  the  weights  and  measures  to  their  proper 
standard.     He  inculcated  fidelity  and  candouriLcnongst  the 
men,  and  exhorted  the  women  to  chastity  and  a  simplicity 
of  manners.     By  such  methods  he  wrought  a  general  refor- 
mation, and   established  every  where  such  concord   and 
unanimity,  that  the  whole  kingdom  seeciied  as  if  it  were 
but  one  great  family.     This,  however,  instead  of  exciting 
the  example,  provoked  the  jealousy  of  the  neighbouring 
princes,  who  fancied  that  a  king,  under  the  counsels  of 
such  a  man  as  Confucius,  would  quickly  render  himself 
too  powerful ;    since  nothing  can   make  a  state  flourish 
more  than  good  order  among  the  members,  and  an  exact 
observance  of  its  laws.     Alarmed  at  this,  the  king  of  Tsi 
assembled  his  ministers  to  consider  of  putting  a  stop  to  the 
career  of  this  new  government;  and,  after  some  delibera- 
tions, the  following  expedient  was  resolved  upon.     They 
got  together  a  great  number  of  young  girls  of  extraor- 
dinary beauty,  who  had  been  instructed  from  their  infancy 
in  singing  and  dancing,  and  were  perfectly  mistresses  of 
Itll  those  charms  and  accomplishments  which  might  please 
and  captivate  the  heart.     These,  under  the  pretext  of  an 
embassy,  they  presented  to  the  king  of  Lou,  and  to  the 
grandees  of  his  court.'    The  present  was  joyfully  received; 
and  had  its  desired  effect     The  arts  of  good  government 
were  immediately  neglected^  and  nothing  was  thought  of 
but  invenpng  new  pleasures  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
fair  strangers.     In  short,  nothing  was  regarded  for  some 
months  but  feasting,  dancing,  sbows^  &c.  and  the  court 
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was  entirely  dissolved  in  luxury  and  pleasure.  Confutius 
had  foreseen  all  this,  and  endeavoured  to  prevent  it  by 
advising  the  refusal  of  the  pressnt ;  and  he  now  laboure4 
to  take  off  the  delusion  they  were  fallen  into^  and  to  bring 
them  back  to  reason  and  their  dutv.  3ut  all  bis  eodea- 
vours  proved  ineffectual,  and  the  severity  of  the  philo- 
sopher was  obliged  to  give  way  to  the  overbearing  fashioi^ 
of  the  court.  Upon  this  he  immediately  quitted  his  em-i 
ploymenty  exiling  himself  at  the  same  time  from  his  nativa 
country,  tp  try  it  be  could  find  in  other  kingdoms,  minds 
and  dispositions  more  fit  to  relish  and  pursue  his  ma^^ims. 

He  passed  through  the  kingdoms  of  Tsi,  Guci,  and  T$on| 
but  met  with  insurmountable  difficulties  every  where,  a$ 
at  that  time,  rebellion,  wars,  and  tumults,  raged  throughont 
the  empire,  and  pnen  bad  no  time  to  listen  to  his  pbilp* 
sophy,  and  were  in  theiuselves  ambitious,  avaricious,  and 
voluptuous.  Hence  he  often  met  with  ill  treatment  and 
reproachful  language,  and  it  is  said  that  conspiracies  were 
formed  agaiust  his  life :  to  which  may  b&  added,  that  his 
neglect  of  bis  own  interests  had  reduced  him  to  the  exr 
tremest  poverty.  Some  philosophers  among  his  contem^ 
poraries  were  so  affected  with  the  state  of  public  affairs, 
that  they  had  rusticated  themselves  into  the  mountains  and 
deserts,  as  the  only  places  where  happiness  could  be 
found  ;  and  would  have  persuaded  Confucius  to  have  fol- 
lowed them.  But,  ^^  I  am  a  man,''  says  Confucius,  *^  and 
cannot  exclude  myself  from  the  society  of  men,  and  conr 
sort  with  beasts.  Ba*d  as  the  times  are,  1  shall  do  all  I  can 
to  recall  men  to  virtue  :  for  in  virtue  are  all  things,  and  if 
mankind  would  but  once  embrace  it,  and  submit  them- 
selves to  its  discipline  and  laws,  they  would  not  want  mie 
or  any  body  else  to  instruct  them.  It  is  the  duty  of  a 
good  man,  first  to  perfect  himself,  and  then  tg  perfect 
others.  Human  nature,''  said  he,  ^^  came  to  us  from  hea- 
ven pare  and  perfect ;  but  in  process  of  time,  ignorartce, 
the  passions,  and  evil  examples  have  corrupted  it.  AU 
consists  in  restoring  it  to  its  primitive  beauty ;  and  to  be 
perfect,  we  niust  re-ascend  to  that  point  from  which  w^ 
have  fallen.  Obey  heaven,  and  follow  the  orders  of  hiai 
who  governs  it.  Love  your  neighbour  as  yourself.  Let 
your  reason,  and  not  your  senses,  be  the  rule  of  your  con- 
duct :  for  reason  will  teach  you  to  think  wisely,  to  ^eak 
prudently,  and  to  behave  yourself  worthily  ^pop  «U  oc- 
casions." . 
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Coufucias  in  tbe  mean  time,  though  he 'had  wttfadrawrt 
himself  from  kings  and  palaces,  did  not  cease  to  travel 
about  and  do  what  good  he  could  among  the  people,  and 
among  mankind  in  general.     He  had  often  in  bis  mouth 
the  maxims  and  examples  of  their  ancient  heroes,  Yao^ 
Chun,  Yu,  Tiscbin  tang,  &c.  who  were  thought  to  be  re* 
vived  in  the  person  of  this  great  man ;  and  hence  he  pro^ 
selyted  great  numbers,  who  were  inviolably  attached  to 
his  person.     He  is  said  to  have  bad  at  lei^st  3000  followers, 
72  of  whom  were  distinguished  above  the  rest  by  their  su- 
perior attainments,  and  ten  above  them  all  by  their  com* 
{>rehensive  view  and  perfect  knowledge  of  bis  whole  phi- 
osophy  and  doctrines.     He  divided  his  disciples  into  four 
classes,  who  applied  themselves  to  cultivate  and  propagate 
bis  philosophy,  each  according  to  his  particular  distinction. 
The  first  class  were  to  improve  their  minds  by  meditation, 
and  to  purify  their  hearts  by  virtue :    The  second  were  to 
cultivate  the  arts  of  reasoning  justly,  and  of  composing 
ejegant  and  persuasive  discourses :  The  study  of  tbe  third 
class  was,  to  learn  the  rules  of  good  government,  to  give 
an  idea  of  it  to  the  mandarins,  and  to  enable  them  to  fill 
the  public  offices  with  honour :  The  last  class  were  con- 
cerned in  delivering  the  principles  of  morality  in  a  concise 
and  polished  style  to  the  people ;  and  these  chosen  dis- 
ciples were  tbe  flower  of  Confucius^s  school. 

He  sent  600  of  his  disciples  into  different  parts  of  the 
empire,  to  reform  the  manners  of  the  people;  and,  not 
satisfied  with  benefiting  bis  own  country  only,  he  made 
frequent  resolutions  to  pass  the  seas,  and  propagate  his 
doctrine  to  tbe  farthest  parts  of  the  world.     Hardly  any 
thing  can   be  added  to  the  purity  of  his  iborality.     He 
seems  rather  to  speak  like  a  doctor  of  a  revealed  law,  than 
a  roan  who  had  no  light  but  what  tbe  law  of  nature  afforded 
him,  and  he  taught  as  forcibly  by  example  as  by  precept. 
In  short,  h\s  gravity  and  sobriety,  iiis  rigorous  abstinence, 
bis  contempt  of  riches^  and  what  are  commonly  called  the 
goods  of  this  life,  his  continual  attention  and  watchfulness 
over  his  actions,  and,  above  all,  that  modesty  and  humility 
which  are  not  to  be  found  among  the  Grecian  sages ;  all 
these  would  almost  tempt  one  to  believe  that  he  was  not  a 
mere  philosopher  formed  by  reason  only,  but  a  man  raised 
up  for  the  reformation  of  the  world,  and  to  check  that  tor- 
rent of  idolatry.and  superstition  which  was  about  to  over- 
spread that  particular  part  of  it     He  is  said  to*  have  lived 
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MCTetly  three  years,  and  to  have  spent  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  ill  sorrow.    A  few  days  before  his  last  illness,  he 
told  his  discipleK with  tears  in  his  eyes^  that  he  was  over- 
crane  with  grief  at  the  sight  of  the  disorders  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  empire :  *^  The  mountain/'  said  he,  ^'  is  fal- 
len^ the  high  machine  is  demolished,  and  the  sages  are  all 
fled/'     His  meaning  was,  that  the  edifice  of  perfection, 
which  he  had    endeavoured  tb  raise,   was  entirely  over« 
thrown.     He  began  to  languish  from  that  time ;  and  the 
7th  day  before  his  death,  **  the  kings,"  said  be,  ^'  reject 
my  maxims ;  and  since  I  am  no  longer  useful  on  the  earth, 
I  may  as  well  leave  it."     After  these  words  he  fell  into  a 
lethargy,  and  at  the  end  of  seven  days  expired  in  the  arms 
of  his  disciples,  in  his  seventy-third  year.     Upon  the  first 
hearing  of  his  death,  Ngai  oong,  who  then  reigned  in  the 
kingdom  of  Lou,  could  not  refrain  from  tears :  *^  The  Tien 
is  nut  satisfied  with  me^"  eried  he,  '^  since  it  has  taken 
away  Confucius."     Confucius  Was  lamented  by  the  whole 
empire,  which  from  that  moment  began  to  honour  him  as 
a  saint.     Kings  have  built  p^Uaces  for  him  in  all  the  pro- 
vinces, whither  the  learned  go  at.  certain  times  to  pay  him 
homage.    There  are  to  be  seen  upon  several  edifices, 
raised  in  honour  of  him,  inscriptions  in  large  characters^ 
**  To  the  great  master."     "  To  the  head  doctor."     **  To 
the  saint"     *^  To  the  teacher  of  emperors  and  kings." 
They  built  his  sepulchre  near  the  city  Kio  fou,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Su,  where  he  was  wont  to  assemble  his 
disciples  ;  and  they  have  since  inclosed  it  with. walls,  which 
look  like  a  small  city  to  this  very  day. 

Confucius  did  not  trust  altoge^jther  to  the  memory  of  hi« 
disciples  for  the  preservation  of  his  philosophy ;  but  com* 
posed  several  books:  and  though  these  books  were  greatly 
admired  for  the  doctrines  they  contained,  and  the  fine 
principles  of  morality  they  taught,  yet  such  Mras  the  un- 
paralleled modesty  of  this  philosopher,  that  he  ingenuously 
confessed,  that  the  doctrine  was  not  his  own,  but.was  much 
more  ancient;  and  that  he. had  done  nothing  more  than 
collect  it  from  those  wise  legislatore  Yao  and  Chun,  who 
lived  1500  years  before  him..    These  books  are  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  and  veneration,  because  they  contain  all 
that  he  had  collected  relating  to  the  ancient  laws,  which 
are  looked  upon  as  the  most  perfect  rule  of  government. 
The  number  of  these  classical  and  canonical  books,  for  so 
it  seems  they  are.  called,  is  four.    The  first  is  entitled  ^'  Ta 
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HiOy  tbe  Grand  Seienee^  or  the  Sehool  of  the  Addlts.^'  It 
1ft  this  that  beginners  ought  to  study  first,  as  the  porch  of 
the  temple  0f  wisdooi  and  virtue.  It  treats  of  the  care  we 
ought  to  take  in  governing  ourselves,  that  we  may  be  able 
afterwards  to  govern  others :  and  of  perseverance  in  ^e 
chief  goody  which,  according  to  him,  is  nothing  but  a  con-* 
formity  of  our  actions  to  right  reason.  It  was  chiefly  de-* 
signed  for  princes  and  grandees,  who  ought  to  govern  their 
people  wisely.  ^^  The  whole  science  of  princes,''  says 
Confucius,  *^  consists  in  cultivating  and  perfecting  tbe  rea« 
sonable  nature  they  have  received  from  Tien,  and  in  re-» 
storing  that  light  and  primitive  clearneis  of  judgment, 
which  has  been  weakened  and  obscured  by  various  passions, 
that  it  may  be  afterwards  in*  a  capacity  to  labour  tbe  per- 
fections of  others.  To  succeed  then,"  says  he,  *'  we  should 
begin  within  ourselves;  and  to  this  end  it  is  necessary  to 
have  an  insight  into  the  nature  of  things,  and  to  gain  the 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil ;  to  determine  the  wilt  toward 
a  love  of  this  good,  and  an  hatred  of  this  evil :  to  preserve 
integrity  of  heart,  and  to  regulate  the  manners  according 
to  reason.  When  a  man  has  thus  renewed  himself,  there 
will  be  less  difficulty  in  renewing  others  :  and  by  this  means 
concord  and  union  reign  in  families,  kingdoms  are  govern- 
ed according  to  the  laws,  and  the  whole  empire  enjoys 
peace  and  tranquillity." 

Tbe  second  classical  or  canonical  book  is  called  ^'Tchong 

Yong,  or  the  Immutable  Mean  ;"  and  treats  of  the  mean 

which  ought  to  be  observed  in  ail  things.     Tcfaong  6igni- 

fieis  wean^y  and  by  Yong  is  understood  that  which  is  con^ 

Slant,  eternal,  immut^le;   ^He  undertakes  to  prove,  that 

every  wise  man,  and  chiefly  those  who  have  the  care  of 

governing  tt)e  world,  should  follow  this -mean,  which  is  the 

essence  of  virtue.     He  enters  upon  his  subject  by  defining 

human  nature,  and  its  passions;    then  he  brings  several 

examples  of  virtue  and  piety,  as  fortitude,  prudence,  and 

filial  duty,  which  are  proposed  as  -so  many  patterns  to  be 

imitated  in  keeping  this  mean.  In  the  next  [dace  he  shews, 

that  this  mean,  and  the  practice  of  it,  is  the  right  and  true 

path  which  a  wise  man  should  pursue,  in  order  to  attain 

the  higiiest  pitch  of  virtue.— -The  third  book,  "  Yun  Lu,  or 

the  Book  of  Maxims,"  is  a  collection  of  sententious  and 

moral  discourses,  and  ijs  divided  into  20  articles,  contain^ 

ing  only  questions,  answers,  and  sayings  of  Confucius  and 

his  disciples,  on  virtue,  good  works,  and  the  art  of  govern^-> 
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ing  ^elt;  the  tenth  article  excepted,  in  <  which  the  disci- 
ples of  Confacias  particularly  describe  the  outward  depart^* 
ment  of  their  master.  There  are  some  maxims  and  moral 
sftotences  in  this  collection,  equal  to  those  of  the  sevenf 
wise- men  of  Greece,  which  have  always  been  so  much  ad- 
mired. — The  fourth  book  gives  an  idea  of  a  perfect  govern-> 
ment ;  it  is  called  **  Meng  Tsee,  or  the  Book  of  Mehtius  ;'* 
because,  though  numbered  among  the  classical  and  ca* 
nonical  books,  it  is  more  properly  the  work  of  his  disciple 
Mentius.  To  these  four  books  they  add  two  others,  which 
have  almost  an  equal  reputation  ;  the  first  b  called  *^  Hiao 
King,"  that  is,  ^*  of  Filial  Reverence,"  and  contains  the 
answers  which  Confucius  made  to  his  disciple  Tseng,  con«< 
cerning  the  respect  which  is  due  to  parents.  The  second 
is  called  ^^  Sias  Hio,"  that  is,  *^  the  Science,  or  the  School 
of  Children  ;"  which  is  a  collection  of  sentences  and  exam- 
ples taken  from  ancient  and  modern  authors.  They  who 
would  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  these  works,  will 
find  it  in  the  Latin  translation  of  father  Noel,  one  of  nhe 
most  ancient  missionaries  of  Cbina^  which  was  printed  at 
Prague  in  1711. 

We  must  not  conclude  our  account  of  this  celebitited 
philosopher,  without  mentioning  one  most  remarkable  par-* 
ticutar  relating  to  him,  which  is  this^  viz.  that  in  spite  of 
all  tbe  pains  be  had  taken  to  establish  pure  religion  and 
sound  morality  in  the  empire,  he  was  nevertheless  the  in^ 
nocent  occasion  of  their  corruption.  There  goes  a  tradi- 
tion in  China,  that  when  Confucius  was  complimented 
upon  the  excellency  of  his  philosophy,  and  his  own  con- 
formity thereto,  he  mod,estIy  declined  the  honour  that  Was 
done  him,  and  said,  that  **  be  greatly  fell  short  of  the 
most  perfect  degree  of  virtue,  but  that  in  the  west  the 
most  holy  was  to  be  found."  Most  of  tbe  missionaries  who 
relate  this  are  firmly  persuaded  that  Confucius  foresaw  the 
coming  of  the  Messiah,  and  meaiitto  predict  it  in  thisr  short 
sentence  ;  but  whether  he  did  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  it 
has  always  made  a  very  strong  impression  upon  the  leam-^ 
ed  in  China :  and  tbe  emperor  Mimti,  who  reigned  65 
years  after  the  birth  of  Christ,  was  so  touched  with  this 
saying  of  Confucius,  together  with  a  dream,  in  which  he 
saw  the  image  of  a  holy  person  coming  from  the  west,  that 
he  fitted  out  a  fleet,  with  orders  to  sail  till  they  had  found 
him,  and  to  bring  back  at  least  his  image  and  his  writings. 
The  persons  sent  upon  this  expedition,  not  daring  to  ven- 
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ture  farther,  went  a-shore  upon  a  little  idand  not  far  from 
the  Red  Sea,  where  they  found  the  statue  of  Fohi,  who 
had  infected  the  Indies  with  his  doctrines  500  years  before 
the  birth  of  Confucius.  This  they  carried  back  to  China, 
together  with  the  metempsychosis,  and  the  other  reveries 
of  this  Indian  philosopher.  The  disciples  of  Confucius  at 
first  oppossed  these  newly  imported  doctrines  with  all  the 
vigour  imaginable ;  inveighing  vehemently  against  Mimti, 
who  introduced  them,  and  denouncing  the  judgment  of 
heaven  on  such  emperors  as  should  support  them.  But  all 
their  endeavours  were  vain  ;  the  torrent  bore  hard  against 
them,  and  the  pure  religion  and  sound  morality  of  Confu- 
cius, were  soon  corrupted,  and  in  a  manner  overwhelmed, 
by  the  prevailing  idolatries  and  superstitions  which  were 
introduced  with  the  idol  Fohi. 

By  his  sage  counsels,  says  Brucker,  his  moral  doctrine, 
and  his  exemplary  conduct,  Confucius  obtained  an  immor- 
tal name  as  the  reformer  of  his  country.  After  his  death, 
his  name  was  held  in  the  highest  veneration  ;  and  bis  doc- 
trine is  still  regarded,  among  the  Chinese,  as  the  basis  of 
all  moral  and  political  wisdom.  His  family  enjoys  by  in-v 
heritance  the  honourable  title  and  office  of  Mandarins ; 
and  religious  honours  are  paid  to  his  memory.  It  is 
nevertheless  asserted  by  the  missionaries  of  the  Franciscan 
and  Dominican  orders,  that  Confucius  was  either  wholly 
unacquainted  with,  or  purposely  neglected,  the  doctrine 
of  a  future  life,  and  that  in  his  moral  system  he  paud  little 
regard  to  religion.  * 

CONGREVE  (William),  an  English  dramatic  writer 
and  poet,  the  son  of  William  Congreve  of  Bardsey  Grange, 
about  eight  miles  from  Leeds,  was  born  in  Feb.  1669-70. 
He  was  bred  at  the  school  of  Kilkenny  in  Ireland,  to  which 
country  he  was  carried  over  when  a  child  by  his  father, 
who  had  a  command  in  the  army  there.  In  16B5  he  was 
admitted  in  the  university  of  Dublin,  and  after  having 
studied  there  some  years,  came  to  Eagland,  probably  to 
his  fatber^s  bouse,  who  then  resided  in  Staffordshire.  On 
the  i7th  of  March  1690-1,  he  became  a  member  of  the 
society  of  the  Middle  Temple ;  but  the  law  proving  too 
dry  for  him,  he  troubled  himself  little  with  it,  and  con- 
tinued to  pursue  his  former  studies.     His  first  production 

*  Preceding  editions  of  this  Dictionary,    principally  frooi  D.u  Halde,  Lq 
Compte,  and  the  Ancient  and  Modem  Umversal  History.-*— Brucker.— Moreri, 
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as.  an  author,  was  a  novel,  which,  under  the  assumed 
liame  of  Cleophil,  he  dedicated  to  Mrs.  Catherine  Leveson* 
The  title  of  it  was,  ^^  Incogp[iita,  or. Love  and  Duty  recon- 
ciled," which  has  been  said  to  have  considerable  merit  as 
the  production  of  a  youth  of  seventeen,  but^it  is  certain  he 
was  now  full  tweuty-one,  and  had  sense  enough  to  publish 
it  without  his  name,  and  whatever  reputation  be  gained  by 
it,  must  have  been  confined  within  the  circle  of  a  few  ac* 
quaintance. 

Soon. after,  he  applied  himself  to  dramatic  composition, 
and  wrote  a  comedy  called  ^*  The  Old  Bachelor;'*  of 
which  Dryden,  to  whom  he  was  recommended  by  South- 
erne,  said,  <<  That  he  never  saw  such  a  first  prlay  in  his 
life ;  and  that  it  would  be  a  pity  to  have  it  miscarry  for  a 
few  things,  which  proceeded  not  from  the  author's  want  of 
genius  or  art,  but  from  his  not  being  acquainted  with  the 
stage  and  the  town."  Dryden  revised  and  corrected  it; 
and  it  was  acted  in  1693.  The  prologue,  intended  to  be 
spoken,  was  written  by  lord  Falkland;  the  play  was  ad- 
mirably performed,  and  received  with  sujch  general  ap« 
plause,  that  Congreve  was  thenceforward  considered  as  the 
prop  of  the  declining  stage,  and  as  the  rising  genius  in 
dramatic  poesy.  It  was  this  play,  and  the  very  singular 
success  that  attended  it  upon  the  stage,  and  after  it  came 
from  the  press,  which  recommended  its  author  to  the  pa- 
tronage of  lord  Halifax:  who,  being  desirous  to  place  so 
eminent  .a  wit  in  a  state  of  ease  and  tranquillity;  made  him 
immediately  one  of  the  cominissioners  for  licensing  hack- 
ney-coaches, which  was  followed  soon  after  by  a  place  dn 
the  Piperoffice ;  and  the  office  of  a  commissioner  of  wine 
licenses,  worth  600/.  per  annum.  After  such  enccfurage- 
ment  as  the  town,  and  even  the  critics,  had  given  him,  he 
quickly  made  his  appearance  again  on  the  stage,  by  bring- 
ing on  "The  Double  Dealer;**  but  this  play,  though 
highly  approved  and  commended  by  the  best  judges,  was 
not  so  universally  applauded  as  his  last,  owing,  it  is  sup-* 
posed,  to  the  regularity  of  the  performance;  for  regular 
comedy  was  then  a  new  thing. 

Queen  Mary  dying  at  the  close  of  this  year,  Congreve 
wrote  a  pastoral  on  that  occasion,  entitled  "  The  Mourn- 
ing Muse  of  Alexis ;"  which,  for  simplicity,  elegance,  and 
correctness,  was  long  admired,  and  for  which  the  Aing 
gave  him  a  gratuity  of  100/.  In  1695  he  produced  his 
comedy  called  ^*  Love  for  Love,*'  which  gained  him  much 
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applause  ;  and  the  flame  year  addressed  to  king  Wiltiam 
an  ode  ^^  Upon  the  taking  of  Namur }"  wl^ich  was  very 
snccessful.  After  having  established  his  reputation  as  a 
comic  writer,  be  attempted  a  tragedy;  and,  in  1697,  his 
*^  Mourning  Bride''  was  acted  at  the  new  theatre  in  Lin- 
coln's-inn-Helds,  which  completely  answered  the  very  high 
expectations  of  tbe  public  and  of  his  friends.  His  atten- 
tion, however,  was  now  called  off  from  the  theatre  to  ano- 
ther species  of  composition,  which  was  wholly  new,  and  in 
which  be  was  not  so  successful.  His  four  plays  were  at- 
tacked with  great  sharpness  by  that  zealous  reformer  of 
the  stage,  Jeremy  Collier ;  who,  having  made  his  general 
attack  on  the  itnmorality  of  tbe  stage,  included  Congreve 
among  the  writers  who  bad  largely  contributed  to  that 
effect.  The  consequence  of  the  dispute  which  arose  be- 
tween Collier  and  the  dramatic  writers  we  have  related  in 
Collier's  article  *.  It  may  be  sufficient  in  this  place  to  add, 
that  although  this  controversy  is  believed  to  have  created 
in  Congreve  some  distaste  to  the  stage,  yet  he  afterwards 
brought  on  another  comedy,  entitled  **  The  Way  of  the 
World  ;*'  of  which  it  gave  so  just  a  picture,  that  the  world 
seemed  resolved  not  to  bear  it  T^is  completed  the  dis- 
gust of  our  author  to  tbe  theatre ;  upon  which  the  cele- 
brated critic  Dennis,  though  nQt  very  famous  for  either^ 
said  with  equal  wit  and  taste,  -'  That  Mr.  Congreve  quitted 
the  stage  early,  and  that  comedy  left  it  with  him."  This 
play,  however,  recovered  its  rank,  and  is  still  a.  favourite 
with  the  town.  He  amused  himself  afterwaixls  with  com- 
posing original  poems  and  trai>slations,  which  he  collected 
in  a  volume,  and  published  in  1710,  when  Swift  describes 
him  as  "never  free  from  the  gout,"  and  '^ almost  blind," 
yet  amusing  himself  with  writing  a  "  Tatler." 

^  Copgreve's  com^cilies  are  certainly  ttm,s!t  have  bee^  lost  to  all  sen|ie  of  vir- 

among  tha  most  licentjpus  of  the  Eog-  tiie.    Nor  will  It  afford  any  excuse  to 

lish  series,  and  have  been  ofbener  cen*  snob  writers,  that  tbeir  comedies  ard 

sured  on  that  acoQunt  t^aa.  tho  writ-  QH^ntUia^ng,  pi^^sp  H  cpn^rbe.  iii»ift- 

iDj^s  of  any  ot)ier  dramati&t    The  ,late  tained,  th^wit,  sprigbUioesSt  an^  ptber 

lord  Karnes  is 'peculiarly  severe  iu  his  sUch  qualifications,  are  better  suited 

notice  of  Congreve,  but  it  is  impossible  to  a  vicious  than  a  srirtuous  c^arac^r  s 

to  s^y  that  he  is  u^jp^t^  <'  ^ov  odious  the  jiir^ct  cofitrary  of  which  holds  Wue 

ought  those   writer^  tp  be,  who   thus  in  theory  ^  and  is  exemplified  in  pract. 

spread  infection  through  their  country,  tice  from  the  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor^ 

omployjag  the  taldnt^  Ih^y  har«  .from  whfr^  we  are  h^Vly  ^tev^in^  witK 

their  Maker  >most  up^rat^fuliy  Hg^ins^  the  cotiduct  of  two  ladies,  no»t  more  re- 

himself,   by  endeavouring  to' corrupt  markable  for  mirth  and  spirit  than  for 

atid  disfigure  his  creatuMS  !     If-  flie  ■  the  strietcsk  piivitir  4^  mBfBattBl^''^    EU* 

cpmpdiesofCo(|igi-eve  did  |iot  rack  him  ^n^  f>f  ^rAtiifistt* 

with  remorse  in  his  last  moments,  he  ^ 
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He  had  a  taste  for  music  as  weU  as  poetry ;  as  appears 
from  ills  '<  Hymn  to  Harmony  in  honour  of  St.  Cecilia's 
day,  1701,"  set  by  Mr.  John  Eccles,  his  great  friend,  to 
whom  he  was  also  obliged  for  composing  several  of  his 
songs.  His  early  acquaintance  with  the  great  had  procured 
him  an  easy  and  independent  station  in  life,  and  this  freed 
him  from  all  obligations  of  courting  the  public  favour  any 
longer.  He  was  still  under  the  tie  of  gratitude  to  his  ilius-> 
trious  patrons ;  and  as  he  never  missed  an  opportunity  of 
paying  bis  eompliments  to  then),  so  on  the  other  hand  he 
always  shewed  great  regard  to  persons  of  a  less  exalted 
station,  who  bad  been  serviceable  to  him  on  his  entrance 
into  public  life.  He  wrote  an  epilogue  for  his  old  friend 
Southerne's  tragedy  of  Oroonoko ;  and  we  learn  from  Dry- 
den  faimsplf,  how  much  he  was  obliged  to  his  assistance  in 
the  translation  of  Virgil.  He  contributed  also  the  eleventh 
satire  to  the  translation  of  ^  Juvenal/*  published  by  that 
gi^eat  poet,  and  wrote  some  excellent  verses  on  the  trans- 
lation of  Persius,  written  by  Dryden  alone. 

The  greater  part  of  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  was 
spent  in  ease  and  retirement ;  but  towards  the  end  of  it, 
bie  was  much  afflicted  with  gout,  which  brought  on  a  gra- 
dual  decay.  It  was  for  this,  that  in  the  summer  of  1T29, 
he  went  to  Bath  for  the  benefit  of  the  waters,  where  he 
had  4{he  misfortune  to  be  overturned  in  his  chariot ;  from 
which  time  he  complained  of  a  pain  in  his  side,  which  was 
supposed  to  arise  from  some  inward  bruise.  Upon  his  re- 
turn to  London,  his  health  declined  more  and  more ;  and 
iiedied  at  his  house  in  Suiry-street  m  the  Strand,  Jan.  19, 
1129.  On  the  26th,  his  corpse  lay  in  state  in  the  Jerusa- 
lem chamber;  whence  the  same  evening  it  was  carried 
with  great  solemnity  into  Henry  Vllth's  chapel  at  West- 
minster, and  afterwards  interred  in  the  abbey.  Thepatl 
was  supported  by  the  duke  of  Bridgewater,  eari  of  Oodol- 
phin,  lord  Cobham,  lord  Wilmington,  the  hon.  George 
Beiieley,  esq.  and  brigadier-general  Churchill ;  and  colo- 
nel CkMigreve  followed  as  chief  mourner.  Some  time  after, 
•  a  neat  and  elegant  monument  was  erected  to  his  memory*, 
by  Henrietta  duchess  of  Marlborough,  to  vi'hQm  he  be- 


*  U  is  r.^mackable  that  op  ^hia  .mo-  th)i>kmg  t)iat  be  iiiap  fme  9i  hts  fiWOr 

numeot  he  is  said  to  be  only  fifty-six  trymen  (an   Irishmao).     Jacob  only» 

years  old,  whereas  be  had  nearly  com-  aithoi\gh  not  frequenUy  qu6te4  a^  a 

I>)eted  hi^  sixtieth  year ;   but  at  that  good  authority,    maintained   what   40 

time,  neither  the  time  of  his  birth  was  now  known  )o  be  the  truth,  tl^t.hew^f 

known,  nor  even  his  country.     South-  born  in  Yorkshire, 
erne  patronized  him  so  warmly  from 
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queathed  a, legacy  of  about  10,000/.  the  accumulation  of 
attentive  parsimony,  which,  though  to  her  superfluous  and 
useless,  might  have  given  great  assistance  to  the  ancit^t 
family  from  which  he  descended,  at  that  time,  by  the 
imprudence  of  his  relation,  reduced  to  difficulties  and 
distress. 

It  has  been  observed  of  Congreve,  that  no  man  ever 
passed  through  life  with  more  ease  and  less  envy  than  he. 
No  change  of  ministries  affected  him  in  the  least,  nor  was 
he  ever  removed  from  any  post  that  was  given  him,  except 
to  a  better.  His  place  in  the  Custom  House,  and'  his  oif* 
fice  of  secretary  in  Jamaica,  are  said  to  have  brought  him 
in  upwards  of  1200/.  per  aunum ;  and  though  he  live^^uii 
ably  to  such  a  fortune,  yet  by  his  economy  he  raised  fro^ 
thence  a  competent  estate.  He  was  always  upon  go< 
terms  with  the  wits  of  his  time,  and  never  involved  in  any 
of  their  quarrels,  uor  did  he  receive  from  any  of  them  the 
least  mark  .of  distaste  or  dissatisfaction.  On  the  contraiy, 
they  were  solicitous  for  his  approbation,  and  received  it  as 
the  highest  sanction  of  merit.  Addison  testified  his  per- 
sonal regard  for  him,  and  his  high  esteem  of  his  writings, 
in  many  instances.  Steele  considered  him  as  his  patron 
upon  one  occasion,  in  dedicating  his  Miscellanies  to  him, 
and  was  desirous  of  submitting  to  him  as  an  umpire  on  an* 
other,  in  the  address  prefixed  to  Addison's  ^  Drummer.'' 
Even  Pope,  though  jealous,  it  is  said,  of  his  poetical  cha- 
racter, has  honoured  him  with  the  highest  testimony  of  de- 
ference and  esteem  in  the  postscript  to  his  translation  of 
Homer's  Iliad,  and  he  preserved  a  high  respect  for  him. 
About  two  years  after  his  death,  in  a  conversation  with 
Tonsan  the  bookseller,  who  happened  to  mention  Congreve, 
Pope  said  with  a  sigh,  **  Ay,  Mr.  Tonsou,  Congreve  was 
vMimus  Romanorum  *  /" 

'*  Congreve,"  says  Dr.  Johnson,  '^  has  merit  of  the 
highest  kind ;  he  is  an  original  writer,  who  borrowed  nei- 
ther the  models  of  his  plot,  nor  the  manner  of  his  dialogue. 
Of  his  plays  I  capnot  speak  distinctly,  for  since  I  inspected 
them  many  years  have  passed;  but  what, remains  upon  my 
inemory  is,  that  his  characters  are  commonly  fictitious  and 
artificial,  with  very  little  of  nature,  and  not  much  of  life» 
He  formed  a  peculiar  idea  of  comic  excellence,  which  he 

*  He  afterwards  added,  that*' Garth,  men,  of  the  poetica]  members  of  the 
Vanburgh,  and  CongreTe,  were  the  Kit>Cat  Club."  Spenve's  Aaecdoteiy 
three  most  honest-hearted,  real  (Ood     MS. 
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swers ;  but  that  which  he  endeavoured,  he  9^)49ffi  failed 
of  gerforoaiog.     Hi*  n^ep^  %¥bil)it  ppl  WMcb  of  humour, 

lec^^uaj  gl^ia^Qfi ;  eFfiry  ?erxtfift<ce  is  ia  w^rd  or  strike ;  tbe 
cQut^^  pf  ^paartness  i3.  p^Yi^iP  intprpaitked ;  ki3  wit  is  a 
me;;^qir  pl?.y4<4g  tp  w4  fp<^  wUfc  alternate  Qorrwspation*. 
^1*  po^pedief  ^yje  lk«r^for«»  ID  9om^  degroe,  the  apera- 
tioa  gf  i^agedi^;  tb?y  svTj^ris^  r4*ber  tb^n  divert,  and 
^fft^fi  ^Rijratft0i9  Qft^ni^r  tk^A  leerrmei)^.   But  tbey  are  tUe 

^(^v)^  pf  a  mn^  replete  M«^tb  in^g^s^  and  quipk  in  combi- 
n^tioi^-  Qf  bi^  »ai.?celktt/w>U3  po^iry  I  ownpt  say  any 
ibiog  JJ^y  fiivQiJiirabl^,  Tb^  po^vers  qf  Congr«ve  seem  to 
^^f^n  li^m  wb§n  4>e  If^Y^s  the  ulage,  a^  Ant^us  was  no 
l^ng^i?  fjtrpf>g  th^n  t^e  caold  Vtucb  tb/$  ground.  li  cannot 
i^  qbseryiB4  wthQ\it  wcHMier^  tfaf^t  »  Jwind  so  vigorous  anrf 
fertile  in  dra9)atic  co9S4>cisitiao;s3  sbpt^id  on  any  other  Ojcca* 
sion  discover  nothing  but  impotence  and  poverty.  He  ha^ 
ill  tb.ef^  little  piepe^  neither  elevation  of  fancy,  selection 
9i  }^ng|}ftge,  i^ior  skill  in  verpi^icalion ;  yet  if  I  were  rd^ 
guirefl  tp  seie^ct  frpro  the  wbo}e  m^flis  of  English  poetry  the 
nsQst  pQe4«^  paragraph,  J  know  PQt  what  I  conld  prefer 
tp  an  e^cla^x^tipn  in  ^  Tbe  Mpurning  Bride  :^ 

Alm.  It  was  a  ^cy*d  noise  3  for  all  is  hush*d. 

Leon.  It  bore  the  accent  of  a  human  voice. ' 
,    Albi.  it  was' thy  fear,  or  else  some  transient  wipd 
Whiftiing  thro*  boUoAf s  of  tbis  vaulted  isle : 

We'll  listen— r-r 

Leqjj.  %rkl 

Alv.  No;  alf  is  hvish'd,  and  still  as  deaJh.—'Tiii  ^«^ul  I 
How  reverend  is  the  iface  of  this  taU  pile ; 
Whose  ancient  pilars  rear  their  marole  heads^ 
To  bear  aloft  Its  arcb*d  and  pond*rous  roof. 
By  iti  own  weight  made  stead&st  and  immoveable, 
)4tok^g  49U(iq^Uity !  it  strikes  an  a.we 
Ajgid  t^roc  on  my  aching  sight  -,  tb^  ^9W^ 
And  pionuff^eptal  cav^  of  (kath  look  cbl4> 
And  shoot  ^  chillness  to  my  trembling  heart. 
Give  me  thy  hand^  and  let  me  hear  thy  yoicetj 
Nay>  quickly  s^ieak  to  me,  and  let  me  hear 
Thy  yo&ce^-my  own  i^^ights  me  with  its  echoes. 

"  He  who  reads  those  lines  enjoys  .fo|:  ^  mo^^pjt  the 
powers  of  a  poet  j  he  feels  vyhat  he  remembers  to  have  felt 
before,  but  he  feels  it  with  great  increajSe  qf  ^ep^ibjUtV ; 
he  recognizes  a  familiar  image,  but  n>6ets  it  ^^\h  ^mpu- 

Vox.  X.  M 
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fied  and  expanded,  embellished  with  beanty,  and  enlarged 
with  majesty. 

<*  The  '  Birth  of  the  Muse*  is  a  miserable  fiction.     One 

!{Ood  line  it  has,  which  was  borrowed  from  Dryden :  of  his 
freffular  poems,  that  to  Mrs.  Arabella  Hunt  seems  to  be 
the  best :  his  ^  Ode  for  Cecilia^s  Day,^  however,  has  some 
Knes  which  Pope  had  in  bia  mind  when  he  wrote  his  own. 
His  Imitations  of  Horace  are  feebly  paraphrasticai,  and  the 
additions  which  he  makes  are  of  little  value.  He  some- 
times retains  what  were  more  properly  omitted,  as  when  he 
talks  of  vervain  and  gums  to  propitiate  Venus.  Of  bis 
translations!,  the  ^  Satire  of  Juvenal*  was  written  very  early, 
and  may  therefore  be  fergi¥eny>  though  it  have  not  the  mas- 
siness  and  vigour  of  the  tfriginid.  In  all  his  versions 
strength  and  sprightliness  are  wanting :  his  Hymn  to  Ve- 
nus, from  Hoover,  is  perhaps  the  best.  His  lines  are  weak- 
ened  with  expletives,  and  his  rhymes  are  frequently  im* 
perfect 

''  His  petty  poems  are  seldom  worth  the  cb^t  of  criti- 
cism: sometimes  the  thotrghts  are  false,  and  sometimes 
common.  In  his  *  Verses  on  Lady  Gethin,*  the  latter  part 
is  an  imitation  of  Dryden's  *  Ode  on  Mrs.  Killigrew  ;*  and 
*  Doris,*  that  has  been  so  lavishly  Battered  by  Steele,  baft 
indeed  some  lively  stanzas,  but  Uie  expression  might  be 
mended ;  tfnd  the  most  striking  part  of  the  character  had 
been  alreaedy  shewn  in  *  Love  for  Love.*  His  '  Art  of 
Pleasing*  is  founded  on  a  vulgar  but  perhaps  impracticable 
principle,  and  the  stateness  of  the  sense  is  not  concealed  by 
any  novelty  of  illustration  or  etegance  of  diction.  This 
tissue  of  ^poetry,  from  which  he  seems  to  have  hoped  a 
lasting  name,  is  totally  neglected,  and  known  only  aa  it  ia 
appended  to  his  plays.  While  comedy  or  while  tragedy  is 
regarded,  his  plays  are  likely  to  be  read ;  but,  except  what 
relates  to  the  stage,  I  know  not  that  he  has  ever  written  a 
stanza  that  is  sung,  or  a  couplet  that  is  quoted.  The  ge- 
neral character  of  his  <  Miscellanies'  is,  that  they  shew  lit- 
tle wit  and  little  virtue.  Yet  to  him  it  must  be  confessed 
that  we  are  indebted  for  the  cQfrection  of  a  national  error, 
and  the  cure  of  our  Pindaric  madness.  He  first  taught  the 
English  writers  that  Pindar's  odes  were  regular ;  and  tbQ\j|gh 
ci^rtainly  he  had  not  the  fire  requisite  for  the  higher  spe^ 
cies  of  lyric  poetry,  he  has  shewn  o^  that  enthusiasm  has  iti^ 
rules,  and  that  in' mere  confusion  there  ia  neither  grace 
nor  greatness." 
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We  will  coticlade  our  account  of  Coiigret^,  with  the 
character  given  of  him  by  Voltaire;  who  has  not  failed  toi 
do  justice  to  high  merit,  at  the  same  time  that  he  has  freely 
animadverted  on  him,  for  a  foolish  piece  of  affectation. 
"He  raised  the  glory  of  comedy,"  says  Voltaire,  "  to  * 
greater  height  than  any  English  writer  before  or  since  hh 
time..  He  wrote  only  a  few  plays,  but  they  are  excellent  in 
their  kind.  The  Jaws  of  the  drama  are  strictly  observed 
in  them.  They  abound  with^  characters;  all  which  are  sha- 
dowed-with  the  utmost  delicacy;  and  we  meet  with  not  so 
much  as  one  low  or  coarse  jest  The  language  is  every 
where  that  of  men  of  fashion,  but  their  actions  are  those  of 
knaves ;  a  proof,  that  he  was  perfectly  well  acquainted  with 
human  nature,  and  frequented  what  we  call  polite  com- 
pany. He  was  infirm,  and  come  to  the  verge  of  life  when  I 
Imew  him.  Mr.  Congreve  had  one  defect,  which  was  his 
entertaining  too  mean  an  idea  of  his  first  profession,  that  of 
a  writer;  though  it  was  to  this  he  owed  his  fame  and  for- 
tune. He  spoke  of  his  woiks  as  of  trifles  that  were  beneath 
him ;  and  hinted  to  me,  in  our  first  conversation,  that  I 
should  visit  him  upon  no  other  foot  than  that  of  a  gentle- 
man, who  led  a  life  of  plainness  and  simplicity.  I  an^ 
swered,  thafr  had  he  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  a  mere 
gentleman,  I  should  never  have  come  to  see  him ;  and  I 
was  very  much  disgusted  at  so  unseasonable  a  piece  of 
vanity."* 

CONNOR  (Dr.  Bernard),  a  physician  and  learned 
writer,  was  descended  of  an  ancient  fomily  in  Ireland,  and 
born  in  the  county  of  Kerry  about  1666.  His  family  being 
of  the  popish  religion,^  he  was  not  educated  regularly  in  the 
grammar-schools  or  university,  but  was  assisted  by  private 
tutors,  and  when  he  grew  up,  applied  himself  to  the  study 
of  physic.  About  1686  he  went  to  France,  and  resided 
for  some  time  in  the  university  of  Montpelier ;  and  from 
thence  to  Paris,  where  he  distinguished  himself  in  his  pro- 
fession, particularly  in  the  branches  of  anatomy  and  che- 
mistry. He  professed  himself  desirous  of  travelling ;  and 
IfA  there  were  two  ^ons  of  the  high  chancellor  of  Poland 

}  Biog.  Brit. — Malone's  Dry  den,  vol.  I.  p.  222. — Memoirs  of  the  Life,  8cc.  of 
W.  Congreve,  by  Charles  Wilson,  esq.  8vo,  1730.  This ,  Cbari«s  Wilson,  es^ 
was  one  of  Curll's  writers,  and  probaiity  Oldn»ixon.  Tha  work  contains  v^ry 
little  Jife,  bat  has  o^aay  of  Confrrev•^i  letters,  his  Essay  on  'Humour,  aod  a 
few  other  miscellanies.  Lord  Orford  has  a  judicious  character  of  Congreve  ia 
his  Wflarks,  vol.  U.  p.  dto.-k-See  also  Pitzosborne's  tetters,  Letter  70.-»Kam3s'f 
SJeamiU,  voLX  p.  57.— Blair's  Ledu/es.r-BowIes'a  edition^  of  FoKti,  9t9,  he 
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then  on  -the  poial  of  returaing  to  their  own  oountry,  it  vras 
thought  expedient  that  they  should  take  tb»t  king  journtty 
under  the  care  and  inspection  of  Connor.  He  aocerdiiigly  . 
conducted  them  very  safely  to  Venice,  where,  hating  an 
opportunity  of  curing  the  honourable  William  Legge,  af- 
^rrwards  earl  of  Dartmouth,  of  a  fever,  he  accompanifid  Ipim 
%o  Padua;  whence  he  went  through  Tyrol,  Bavaria,,  and 
Austria,  down  the  Danube,  to  Vienna ;  and  afiter  having 
made  some  stay  at  the  conrtof  the  emperor  Leopold^  pasBed 
through  Moravia  and  Silesia  to  Cracow,  and  thence  in  eight 
days  to  Warsaw.  He  was  well  received  at  the  court  of 
king  John  Sobieski,  and  was  afterwards  made  his  physician^ 
a  very  extraordinary  preferment  for  a  young  man  of  only 
twenty-eigbt.  But  his  repiuiation  in  the  court  of  Poland 
was  raised  by  the  judgmemt  he  made  of  the  duchess  of 
KadzeviPs  distemper,  which  the  physiciana  of  the  Mwvt 
pronounced  to  be  an  ague^  fmm  which  she  might  easily  be 
recovered  by  tiie  bark ;  and  Connor  insbted,  that  she  had 
an  sibscess  in  her  liver,  and  that  her  case  was  desperate. 
As  this  lady  was  the  king's  only  sister,  his  pnediction  made 
a  great  noise,  monfe  especially  when  it  was  justified  by  the 
event ;  for  she  not  only  died  within  a  month,  but,  upon 
the  opening  of  her  body,  the  doctor's  opinion  of  ber  xi|a- 
lady  was  fully  verified.  Great  aa  Connor's  fame  was  in 
Poland,  he  did  m^  pfopose  to  remain  loa^r  there  than 
was  requisite  to  finish  bis  inquiries  into  the  natural  history, 
and  other  curiosities  of  that  kingdom ;  and  foreseeing  the 
king's  decease^  and  that  he  had  no  prospects  of  advantage 
afterwards,  be  resolved  to  quit  that  4:otintry,  and  to  retam 
to  England,  for  which  a  very  advantageoiis  opport^unity  oc- 
curred. The  king  had  an  only  da«ghter,  the  pviaeeas  Te- 
resa Cunignnda,  who  bad  espoused  4he  Elector  of  Bavaria 
by  proxy  in  August  1694.  As  she  was  to  make  a  journey 
from  Warsaw  to  Brussels,  ^f  near  1000  miles,  and  in  the  j 

midst  of  winter,  it  was  thought  necessary  that  she  sboold 
be  attended  by  a  physician.  Connor  procured  hsn^aelf  ta 
be  nonnnated  to  that  employment ;  and,  after  reachtog 
Brussels,  took  leave  of  the  princess,  set  out  for  Holland^ 
and  thence  to  England,  where  he  arrived  in  Feb.  1695. 

He  staid  some  short  time  at  London,  and  then  went  ta 
Olcford,  where  he  read  public  lectuces  upon  the  animal  e^co* 
nomy.  In  bis  travels  through  Italy,  he  had  conversed  with 
Malpigbi,  BelUai,  Redi,  and  other  celebifated  persons,  of 
whose  abilities  he  availed  himscflf ;  and  he  aow  explaised 
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the  ne^  discoveries  an  efittomy^  ehemistry,  and  phj^sic^  in 
60  cletkr  arid  judiciiiiis  a  manner,  that  his  reputation  \fa& 
won  nds^  to  a  consideraUe  heigtit  It  was  increased  by 
ptimting^  during  bis  residence  at  Oxford,  some  teamed  and 
acenmte  ditoertations  in  Latin,  under  die  f<^lowing  general 
title,  <<  Dissertatiorits  fnedico^pbysicee**'  Many '^curious 
questions  are  discussed,  and  curious  taots  related,  in  these 
dissertations,  which  discover  tlieir  aut^r  to  bave  been  a 
man  of  much  thought  and  observation,  as  well  as  iff  grealt 
x«adkig  and  general  knowledge.  He  returned  in  the  sum* 
mer  of  1695  to  Lx>ndon,  where  he  read  lectures  as  be  bad 
done  at  Oxford ;  and  becaine  soon  after  a  member  of  die 
Hoyai  Society,  and  also  of  the  college  pf  physicians.  Iti 
1696  he  went  to  Cambridge,  and  read  lectures  there ;  and 
upon  his  return  to  London  was  honoured  with  a  letter  ftoih 
the  bishop  of  Pleskof^  in  which  was  contained  the  case  of 
Ins  old  master  the  king  of  Poland.  His  advice  was  desired 
vpon  it;  but  before  he  could  send  it,  th^  news  came  <tf 
tbat  foonarch's  death. 

In  1697  he  published  his  ^<  Evahgeiium  m^dici :  sen 
taedicina  niystica  de  suspensis  tiatursb  iegibus,  sive  de  mi- 
iracHilis,  reliqoisque  pf  tr^  fiiCiaais  mmnoratisy  qu«  mefdicce  in<- 
dagitti  subjtei  possunt.^'  This  little  treatise,  containing 
16  sections  only,  was  reprinted  within  the  year,  and  pro- 
cured the  author  a  minted  reputation.  Some  adihired  his 
ingenuity,  but  bis  orthedosy  and  religion  were  called  in 
question  by  others,  as  he  attempts  in  this  work  to  account 
fi>r  the  miractes  ef  the  jBibUs  upon  natural  principles. 

The  Polish  election^  upon  the  death  of  Hobieski,  hsiivin^ 
ft  strong  influenee  upon  the  general  system  of  affairs  in  Eu- 
tope,  and  being  a  common  topic  of  discourse  at  that  time, 
induced  many  considerable  persons  to  seek  the  acquaint-^ 
ance  of  Connor,  that  they  might  learn  from  jjiim  the  state 
9f  that  kingdom :  which  being  little  known,  he  was  desired 
W  publish  wtiat  he  kne«<r  of  the  Polish  nation  and  country. 
In  cbm|iliaoce  with  this  reqhest,  he  wrote  *^  The  History  of 
Poland,  ih  several  tetters,*'  fcc.  The  two  volumes,  of 
whidi  this  work  consists,  were  published  separately :  and 
the  last  evidently  bears  many  marks  of  precipitation,  but 
llie  information  was  new  and  interesting.  Connor  would 
probitbly  have  become  eminent  in  hi^  professioti ;  but  in 
the  flower  of  his  age,  and  just  as  he  began  to  reap  the  fruits 
of  his  learning,  study,  and  travels,  he  was  attacked  by  a 
fever^  which  after  a  short  illness  carried  him  off,  Oct.  169S, 
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vtYipn  be  was  little  more  (ban  32  yean  of  age.  He  bad^ 
^s  we  observed  before,  been  bred  in  tba  Romish  religion ; 
but  had  embraced  that  of  the  church  of  England  upon  his 
first  coming  over  from  Holland.  It  has  nevertheless  been 
a  matter  of  doubt,  in  what  communion  he  died  ;  but  from 
bis  funeral  sermon  preached  by  Dr.  Hayley,  rector  of  St. 
Giles's  in  the  Fields,  where  he  was  interred,  it  has  been  in- 
ferred that,  according  to  every  appearance,  he  died  in  the 
protestant  profession.  ^ 

CONON  was  a  mathematician  and  philosopher  of  Samos, 
who  flourished  about  the  iSoth  olympiad,  being  a  contem- 
porary and  friend  of  Archimedes,  to  whom  Conon  commu- 
nicated his  writings,  and  sent  him  some  problems,  which 
Archimedes  received  with  approbation,  saying  they  ought 
to  be  published  while  Conon  was  living,  for  he  compre- ' 
bended  them  with  ease,  and  could  g^ve  a  proper  demon- 
>stration  of  them.  At  another  time  be  laments  the  loss  of 
Conon,  thus  admiring  his  genius : .  '*  How  many  theorems 
in  geometry,"  says  he,  ^*  which  at  6rst  seemed  impossible, 
^ould  in  time  have  been  brought  to  perfection !  Alas ! 
Conon,  though  he  invented  many,  with  which  he  enriched 
geometry,  had  not  time  to  perfect  them,  but  left  many  in 
the  dark,  being  prevented  by  death."  He  had  an  uncom^- 
mon  skill  in  mathematics,  joined  to  an  extraordinary  pa- 
tience and  application.  This  is  farther  confirmed  by  a  let- 
ter sent  to  Archimedes  by  a  friend  of  Concurs.  '^  Having 
beard  of  Conon's  d^th,  with  whose  friendship  I  was  ho- 
noured, and  with  whom  you  kept  an  intimate  corresponds 
^nce ;  as  he  was  thoroughly  versed  in  geometry,  I  greatly 
lament  the  loss  of  a  sincere  friend,  and  a  person  of  surpri- 
sing knoivledge  in  mathematics.  I  then  determined  to  send 
to  you,  as  \  had  before  done  to  him,  a  theorem  in  geome^ 
try,  hitherto  observed  by  no  one.'* 

Conon  had  some  disputes  with  NicQteles,  who  wrote 
against  bim,  and  treated  bim  with  too  much  contempt 
Apollonius  confesses  it ;  though  he  acknowledges  that  Co- 
non was  not  fortunate  in  his  demonstrations.  Conon  inr 
vented  a  kind  of  yolute,  or  spiral^  different  from  that  of 
Dynostratus ;  but  becaqse  Archimedes  explained  the  pro- 
perties of  it  more  clearly,  the  name  of  the  inventor  was 
forgotten,  and  it  was  hence  called  Arcbimedes*s  volute  or 
spiral.     As  to  Conpn*^  as^rplogical  or  astro.nomical  ^nowr 
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ledgCy  it  may  in  some  measure  be  gathered  from  the  poem 
of  Catullusy  who  describes  it  in  the  beginning  of  his  versea 
on  the  hair  of  Berenice,  the  sister  and  wife  of  Ptolomjr 
Euergetesy  upon  the  occasion  of  Conou  having  given  out 
that  it  was  changed  into  a  constellation  among  the  stars,  to 
console  the  queen  for  the  loss,  when  it  was  stolen  out  of 
the  temple,  where  she  had  consecrated  it  to  the  gods. ' 

CONKART  (Vajlentin),  secretary  of  the  French  king's 
council,  was  born  at  Paris  1603.  The  French  Academy^ 
to  which  he  was  perpetual  secretary,  considers  him  as  its 
father  and  founder.  It  was  m  his  house  that  this  illustrious 
society  took  its  birth  in  1629,  and  continued  to  assemble 
till  1634 ;  and  he  contributed  much  to  render  these  meet- 
ings agreeable  by  his  taste,  his  afiability,  and  politeness. 
He  therefore  deservedly  still  enjoys  a  degree  of  celebrity 
in  the  republic. of  letters,  though  he  does  not  rank  among 
eminent  scholars,  being  unacquainted  with  Greek,  and 
Jcnowing  but  little  ^f  Latin.  He  published  some  pieces 
of  no  great  merit;  as,  1.  ^^  Letters  to  Felibien,''  Paris^ 
1681,  l2mo.  2.  ^^  A  treatise  on  oratorical  action,'*  Paris, 
1657,  l2mo,  reprinted  in  1686^  under  the  name  of  Michel 
le  Faucheur.  3.  *^  Extracts  from  Martial,''  2  vols.  12mo, 
and  a  few  other  trifles.  He  died  Sept.  23,  1675,  at  the 
age  of  72.  Conrart  managed  his  estate  without  avarice 
and  without  prodigality*  He  was  generous,  obliging,  and 
constant  in  his  friendships.  He  was  in  habits  of  iutimaoy 
with  the  principal  people  in  the  several  departments  of  the 
government,  who  consulted  him  in  the  most  important  af* 
iairs ;  and,  as  he  had  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  worlds 
^hey  found  great  resources  in  his  judgment.  He  kept  in- 
violably the  secret  of  others,  as  well  as  his  own.  Beiiig 
jbrpught  up  a  protestant,  he  continued  &rm  to  bis  profession. 
It  is  said  that  be  revised  the  writings  of  the  famous  Claude, 
before  they  went  to  press.  Conrart  was  related  to  Godeau, 
afterwards  bishop  of  Vence,  who,  whenever  he  came  to 
town,  lodged  at  bis  house :  several  men  ^of  letters  came 
,^here  alsQ^  for  the  sake  of  conversing  with  the  abb£ :  and 
this  was  the  first  origin  of  the  academy-  * 

CONRINGIUS  (Hermannvs),  one  of  the  eminent  pub- 
Jicists  of  Germany,  and  one  of  the  most  illustrious  ofna* 
ments  of  the  German  schools,  was  born  at  Embdep  Nov.  3^ 

1  Hutton*8  MaUi.  Pict.-->G«n.  Piet.-<^Moreri. 
?  Moreri.^Diet  Hist 
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illta  to  tbb6lbgy  Mh  Medi^ne;  knd  durhig  Ms  rktx^ 
ink  t/^i^^  h  sd!d  tb  b&v^  bf^l^fi  ^Ut^pbh^d  by  M^tthito 
GHreVbek,  iet  BcHch  ihercbSnt,  ktid  b^  G.  €alii^tft^,  one  ti 
tbre  ^^'^o^sirO/s.     Hii  ejnli/^nt  «ttidtia!i*6hte  kotdn  proctired 
him  Ai^inction ;  and  &e  vr£i^  itp{ydin\r^  ^rbfessor,  first  of 
t(at(ird  pbiTosrophy,  kdd  ifterU^ards  of  nledicih6y  in  th^  trni* 
tSWil^  df  Brtrtfiwick.     TiitHiirig  Ms  atf efitroti  to  tW  ihrdy 
<ffM^6Vjr  bfid  politfy,  h^becaiMe  ^  fattidtis  tii  thesle  bi^tichfed. 
Si  kHoiMfedg^,  rfi  t6  MtWfct  A*  -attehtiton  bf  ]()rririt6s.   CttiS^ 
flWc,  ^tfe^h  of  Sivtedfed,  WHb  'professW  to  be  a  genteral  pk- 
fr&ir^^  of  leWnted  ifrciri,  invited  Cdnriiigius  to  h^  coifrt, 
afld  tfiro'fi  hi^  kiVivti  t^c^it^d  him  tvith  the  highest  thatks  bf 
rfe^ect.     Hie  oflter  of  a  liberal  stppointfiient  could  nWt.  - 
titewfeVfef,  hidireie  Wk  tb  i^nc(trish  the  icadeihic  life,  and 
aftd?r  a  ShbVt  tinffe  he  f^urhea  to  Juliets.     Biit  his  uncbm- 
fn&n  iklcWtfe  ToY  decidi*^  lAtriciite  qudsticto  on  policy  tvfere 
ftdt  Ibng  suffeffeA  ^6  He  dormant     t^he  elector  Palaftime, 
die  fetectdi"  of  Mfentz,  the  diike  of  ftrtirismck,  the  ^ufp^rbY 
6t  iGei-mahy,  knd  Louis  XlV.  bf  France,  all  consuhed  anil 
cbnfeirfild  lipbn  hith  bonders  aftfl  reWafds.     And,  if  uhi^er- 
^  tekrning;  sound  jtidgthehi:,  'and  ihdefatigabife  ypplick- 
tton,  can  ^rititlfe  a  ilrah  fo  rfespect,  Contlngitis  mt^rited  all 
thfe  diiitittctibh  Mk  bbtathed.    The  grfeat  bxtent  of  hfs  abi- 
iititfs  arid  IfeaYning  apjfcrail's  JFrom  fhfe  tiumbet  dttd  vaHetjr 
8f  bfe  Iftefrki^  prbdutrtlbns.   Hrs  polisihic  vititings  proire  hi<6 
£6  lia.Vfe  been  d^e^fy  i*«afl  in  tbfeologj^.     His  baedical  know- 
Ifeflge  appears  froth  hi^  "  tntrbdhfcttdh  to  the  ttiedical  krt,'* 
and  bis  "<Jbmpafison  of  ihe  ttedical  tJrabtlce  erf  the  ancient 
figyfftians,  Slrid'the  toodefn  Paracelskns."     iT he  nutti^rbifs 
trfeati^es  which  He  has  left:  oh  the  Germanic  IHfJtikutioni  an& 
other  subjects  bf  pbllcV  and  Taw,  evhice  the  dfejith  atid  ac- 
curacy bf  his  jdridical  rearnirig.     Mis  bbok,  "  De  hierthe- 
tifca  Meaicind,**  aWd  his  *«  AntTqiiitdtes  ackdetaicife,'*  di^cb- 
vier  a  cbrrebt  kcquarntatice  With  the  history  bf  philbsoliHJr- 
It  Is  tb  bb  fegtetted,  thslt  this  great  man  '^is  never  lable 
wholly  to  disengage  nifngelf  fFdm  t!he  Jit-ej^bssessioti  in  fa- 
vbiir  bf  the  AH^tot'elian  phllosoffhy,  which  hfe  irrtbib'ed  in 
Tils  yofath.     Ahhoti^h  he  hkd  the  good  Ifefensfe  to  cotredt  thfe 
tiioi-b  bdtrfen  parts  of  His  philosophy,  and  #£ls  nbt  i'gnorant 
that  \M  system  was  in  some  particulars  defective,  he  still 
looked  up  to  the  Stagyrite  as  the  best  guide  in  the  pursuit 
of  truth.     It  was  owing  to  his  partiaUty  for  ancient  philo- 
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kbphy,  particularly  foY*  that  bt  Aristotle,  tlbat  Conringias 

v^ks  a  violent  opponent  of  the  Cartesian  system.     He  died 

DfeC.  12,   1681.     His  worts  Were  published  entire  in  six 

vdUtii^s  folio,  Brunswick,  1730,  which  tenders  it  unheces-> 

sstty  to 'specify  hid  separate  publications.  Bibliographers  place 

a  (considerable  value  on  his  ^^  Bibliotheca  Augusta,'*  Helm-^ 

stadt^  1661, 4to,  an  account  of  the  library  of  the  duke  of  Bruhs* 

li^ick,  in  the  castle  of  Wolfenbuttl6,  which  then  contained 

4(ibb  MSS.  ahd  116,000  printed  volumes.    The  history  of 

Itteraitire  is  yet  tnbte  illustrated  by  his  "  tie  antiquitatibus 

sttad^micis  disse^tatiohes  s6ptein,*'  the  best  edition  of  which 

is  that  of  Gottihgfen,  1739,  4to,  edited  by  JHeuman,  in  all 

r^pects  &  ihost  valuable  work.   Of  Conringius*s  enthusiasm 

in  tiie  cause  of  learning,  aiid  his  love  of  eminent  literary 

6hai*acl6rs,  ive  have  a  sihgiilar  instance,  quoted  by  Dr. 

Dbuglas,  froth  Pechlinus's  '^  Observationes  Physico-me- 

Aifc*."     rt  is  there  said,  oh  the  authority  of  his  son-in-law, 

f hat  t7bnfihgius,  when  labouring  under  ah  ague,  was  cured, 

without  the  help  of  medicines,  nlerely  \yy  the  joy  he  felt 

frbm  a  conversation  with  the  learned  Meibomius.  ^ 

CONSTABLE  (Henry),  an  English  poet  of  the  16th 
c^tituty,  is  said  to  have  been  born,  br  at  least  descended 
froHi  kfkhiily  of  that  nam^,  in  Yorkshire,  ahd  was  for  some 
time  eidxicated  it  Oxford,  but  took  his  bachelor's  degree  at 
St.  Jbhh*s  college,  Cambridge,  inlS'l'O,    l^dmund  Bolton, 
hi  his  '*  Hypercritica,*'  says,  *'  Noble  fetenry  Constable 
wb&  a  great  mastdr  of  the  English  tongue;  nor  had  any 
^ehtt^'mah  of  oiii*  nation  a  more  piire,  quick,  or  higher  de* 
nvfe^y  bt  conceit :  witness,  among  all  other,  that  sonnet  of 
his  befete  hh  Majesty^s  Lepanto.'*     He  wa&  the  author  of 
'*  Diana,  or  the  exceuerit  conceittul  sonnets  of  H.  C  aug- 
ntiehted  Mth  divers  quatorzaiiis  of  honorable  and  learned 
p^rsbhages,  divided  into  eight  decads,'^   1594,  8vo.     Of 
these  sonnets  Mr.  Ellis  has  given  ihree  spi^cimens,  but 
^hich  lie  thinks  can  har£(ly  eiititle  him  to  be  denominated 
**  thfe  first  s6'nnetedr  of  his  tirae.^^  The  most  striking  of  bis 
pi^oductiohs  is  that  entitled  "  The  Shepheard's  song  of  Ve- 
hiis  and  Adonis,"  which  is  elegand^y  and  harmoniously  ex- 
{)r^ssed.     Mr.  Malohe,  who  reprinted  it  in  the  notes  to  the 
ibth  vblume  of  his  Shalcspeare,  p.  74,  thinks  it  preceded 
Shaks^peare^spoem  oh  the  smne  subject,  which  it  far  excels, 

.  *  Iforark-^BiUcker.— ifdrtiBff  l»^yhiit.-iDoog!as»8  briterion,  p.  170.— 
Dibdio's  6ibU«maiua.--*Saxii  QQomast.-^£pist0ls»  lirith  his  X;lf^.  HisMiistidiSdi. 
1694,  4to. 
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at  least  in  taste  and  uattiral  touches.  Of  bis  life^  uo  me* 
morials  have  been  discovered.  Dr.  Birch,  in  his  Memoirs  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  thought  him  to  be  the  same  Henry  Con- 
stable, who  was  a  zealous  Roman  Catholic,  and  whose  re<f 
ligion  seems  to  have  obliged  him  to  live  in  a  state  of  ba^ 
nisbment  from  England.  Sir  £.  Brydges  is  inclined  to  the 
same  opinion.  Constable  afterwards  came  privately  to 
London,  but  was  soon  discovered,  and  imprisoned  in  the 
Tower  of  London,  whence  he  was  released  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1604.  There  was  another  of  the  name  in  the 
early  part  of  the  16th  century,  a  John  Constable,  the 
son  of  Roger  Constable,  who  was  born  in  London,  and 
educated  pnder  the  celebrated  William  Lilye.  From 
thence  he  was  i^ent  to  Byham  Ball,  opposite  Merton  col- 
lege, Oxford,  where,  in  1515,  he  took  the  degree  of  M.A. 
and  was  accounted  at  that  time  an  excellent  poet  and  rhe- 
torician. He  obtained  some  preferment,  but  of  that,  or  of  his 
subsequent  history,  we  have  no  account.  He  published,  in 
Latin,  **  Querela  veritati8,"and  ^  Epigrammata,**  1520,  4to. 
Like  Henry  Constable^  he  was  of  the  Roman  Catholic  per-r 
suasion. ' 

CONSTANTINE,  usually  called  the  Great,  is  memo- 
Table  for  having  been  the  first  emperor  of  the  Romans  who 
established  Christianity  by  the  civil  power,  and  was  bom 
at  Naissus,  a  town  of  Dandania,  272.  The  emperor  Con- 
stantius  Chlorus  was  his  father ;  and  was  the  only  one  of 
those  ^  who  shared  the  empire  at  that  time,  that  did  not  per- 
secute the  Christians.  His  mother  Helena  was  a  woman  of 
low  extraction,  and  the  mistress  of  Constantius,  as  some 
say ;  as  others,  the  wife,  but  never  acknowledged  publicly : 
and  it  is  certain,  that  she  never  possessed  the  title  of  em^ 
press^  till  it  was  bestowed  on  her  by  her  son,  after  the  de- 
cease of  his  father.  Constantino  was  a  very  promising 
youth,  and  gave  many  proofs  of  his  conduct  and  courage ; 
which  however  began  to  display  themselves  naore  QpeQiy  a 
little  before  the  death  of  bis  father;  for,  being  detained  at 
the  court  of  Galeriusi  a^  an  hostage,  and  discerning  that 
Galerius  and  his  colleague^  intended  to  seize  upon  that 
part  of  the  empire  which  belonged  to  his  father,  now  near 
his  end^  he  made  his  escape,  and  went  to  England,  where 

I  Warton>«  Hist,  of  PMtry,  rol.  111.  Vlt,  8S0,  3S1,  286,  S92,  dS6.*-PbiliiMi'« 
Tbeatram,  by  Sir  E.  Brydges,  p.  228.^£nis'g  Speciment.— Ceos.  Lit.  L  235.— 
Bibiiogrmpber,  vol.  III.  HeliooD,  p.  zr.— Adi.  Ol>  wgi.  I.<r-l«odge*ft  XUnstfatiMis^ 
Vol.  ^i.— Dodd's  Cb.  Hift.— 'iCaDRer,  .    . 
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XTootuntius  then  was.  When  he  anmid  ihere,  be  Swoad 
Consuntius  apon  his  deatb*bed,  wbp  neverthekm  H^as  glad 
to  see  him.  and  named  him  for  b^Miccesson  Consuntius  died 
at  York  in  306,  and  ConstantHie  vas  immadjalifly  proclaimed 
emperor  by  the  soldiers*  Oalerius  a^  fimt  would  not  allow 
him  to  take  any  other  title  than  thjii^  of  Ctesar,  which  did 
not  hinder  him  kom  reigning  jp  Kngland,  Gaul,  and  Spain: 
but  having  gskied  several  rictories  over  the  Germans  and 
Barbarians,  ne  took  the  Mle  of  Augustus  in  308,  with  the 
consent  of  Galerius  j»p»self.  Some  time  after,  he  marched 
into  Italy,  with  4Mi  army  of  40,000  men,  against  the  em- 
peror Maxeotiiif,  who  had  almost  made  desolate  the  city 
of  Rome  by  his  cruelties ;  and  after  several  successful  en- 
g^geiarats,  finally  subdued  him.  Eusebius  relates,  that 
Cijiivtentine  had  protested  to  him,  that  he  had  seen  in  that 
expedition  a  luminous  body  in  the  heavens,  in  the  shape 
of  a  cross,  with  this  inscription,  T^ma,  **By  this  thou 
shalt  conquer  :*^  and  that  Jesus  Christ  himself  appeared  to 
him  afterwards  in  a  dream,  and  ordered  him  to  erect  a 
standard  crosi-like;  which,  after  his  victory,  he  did  in 
the  midst  of  the  city  of  Rome,  and  caused  the  following 
words  to  be  inscribed  on  it :  ^'  By  this  salutary  sign,  which 
is  the  emblem  of  real  power,  I  have  delivered  your'  city 
from  the  dominion  of  tyrants,  and  have  restored  the  senate 
and  people  of  Rome  to  their  ancient  dignity  and  splen- 
dour.'* This,  which  is  one  of  the  most  striking  events  in 
ecclesiastical  history,  has  also  been  one  of  the  most  con* 
tested.  Gibbon  endeavours  to  explain  it  thus : — While  (says 
this  historian)  his  anxiety  for  the  approaching  day,  which 
must  decide  Uie  fate  of  the  empire,  was  suspended  by  a  short 
and  interrupted  slumber,  the  venerable  form  of  Christ,  and 
the  well-known  symbol  of  his  religion,  might  forcibly  offer 
themselves  to  the  active  fancy  of  a  prince  who  reverenced 
the  name,  and  had  perhaps  secretly  implored  the  power  of 
the  laod  of  the  Christians ;  and  with  regard  to  the  credit 
due  to  Eusebius,  l^e  thinks  £iis^biu9  sensible,  that  the  re- 
pent discpvery  of  this  marvellocs  anecdote  would  excite 
some  surprize  and  distri|st  ampngst  the  most  pious  pf  his 
readers.  Much  has  certainly  been  s^id  against  t)ie  credibi- 
lity of  this  story  by  authors  less  prejudiced  against  the 
Christian  religion  than  Gibbon.  By  some  the  whole  is 
regarded  as  a  fictioPi  a  stratagem  and  political  device  of 
Ponstaotine,  yet  it  is  related  bv  Eusebii^s,  a  grave  hbtorian, 
who  declares  that  he  had  it  from  the  ^mperorj,  who  conr 
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firmed  the  naffattoti  by  an  oath.  By  FabriSioSi  we  art 
iiAdf  thtt  the  appeartince  ifi  the  beat^tift  #as  generally 
lodked  upon  its  a  reality,  and  k  inirade :  but  for  his  own 
p^rty  he  is  inclined  to  consider  it  as  the  resuh  of  a  tiatard 
phenomenon  in  a  solar  halo ;  he  accordingly  admits  of  the 
teality  of  the  phenomenon,  but  does  not  suppose  it  to  be 
properly  miraculous.  Upon  a  full  and  candid  review  of  the 
et idence,  Dr.  Lardner  seems  inclined  to  doubt  the  rela* 
tioh  given  by  the  emperor,  upon  whose  s6le  credit  th6 
itory  ik  recorded,  though  it  was  twenty  years  after  the 
event,  when  Eusebttra  wrote  his  account,  during  which 
period  he  must  have  heard  it  frequently  from  eye-witnesses, 
if  the  emperor's  relation  were  accurate  that  the  appearance 
was  visible  to  his  whole  army  ais  well  as  to  himself.  The 
oath  of  Constantine,  on  the  u  TCasion,  with  Dr.  Lardner, 
brings  the  fact  into  suspicion,  i^nd  another  striking  circum- 
dtante  is  that  Eusebius  does  not  mention  the  place  where 
this  wonderful  sight  appeared.  Without,  however,  enter- 
ing, at  (Present,  farther  into  the  discussion,  we  may  ob- 
serve, that  £osebius  has  led  txs  to  the  period,  when  the 
sign  bf  the  cross  began  to  be  mikde  ui^  of  by  Constatitine^ 
^unong  his  armies,  and  at  bis  battles ;  this  was  probably 
the  day  before  the  la^t  battle  with  Maxentius,  fought  on 
the  2Vth  of  October,  312,  About  \hh  period,  it  is  ad- 
mitted, that  Conitantiue  betrame  a  Christian,  and  cc^- 
tihued  S6  the  remainder  of  bis  life,  taking  care  also  to  have 
his  children  educated  in  the  same  principles.  His  conrer- 
6ion  s^ern^  to  have  been  partly  owing  t6  his  own  reflection^ 
on  the  state  of  things,  partly  to  conversation  and  discourse 
With  Christians,  n^th  whom,  the  soh  of  Constantius,  their 
frii^nd  and  fdvoureir,  murt  have  been  some  time  acquainted, 
but  peH)a|)^,  thiktty  to  the  serious  hnpressions  of  his  early 
ye^t^f  which  being  odce  made  can  never  be  wholly  obli- 
terated. Constantine  wa^  however  a  politician  as  well  as  a 
Christian,  and  he  probably  hit  upon  this  method  to  recon- 
cile the  minds  of  his  army  to  the  important  change  in 
th^ir  teligious  profession  and  habits,  as  well  as  making  use 
6f  it  iis  a  mean  of  success  in  his  designs  against  his  ene- 
iniel^,  for  which  piirpose  hb  tightly  jndged,  that  the  stan- 
dard of  the  eross,  and  the  mark  of  it  as  a  device  on  his 
sbldier^s  shields,  would  be  of  no  small  ^ehrice. 

Such  appear  to  be  the  general  sentiments  of  modern 
historiati^  oh  this  subject.  Others,  however,  find  it  mbre 
diffi&ult  to  dispute  the  fact,     ^  Be,^   ^ays  Mr.  Milner^ 
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*^  who  19  determined  npt  to  believe  Christianity  to  he  di^ 
▼ioe,  will  doubtless  disbelieve  thi9  miracle,  from 'the  $am(9 
spirit  which  has  induced  biin  to  harden  his  heart  against 
much  more  striking  evidence.  With  such  a  one  1  would 
Qoit  converse  on  the  sahject.  But  to  those  who  admit  the 
divine  origin  of  Cbristjianity,  if  any  ^uch  doqbt  the  truth  oi 
the  mir^iQ)^,  I  would  say,  that  it  seems  to  me  more  reasQO- 
able  to  adoiit  a  divine  interposition  ii|  a  case  like  thisi,  efipe- 
cially  considering  the  important  consequences,,  tb^n  t9 
deny  the  veracity  of  Eusei^ius  or  of  Qonstantine.  Oil  the 
forqier  view,  God  acts  like  hi^lself,  condeaceftdifig  to  beiur 
prayer,  leading  the  mind  by  temporal  kindnes)*  to  look  tf» 
^im  for  spiritual  bl^isings,  and  conftnviing  the  tputh  of  bi» 
own  religion ;  on  the  latter,  two  men  not  of  th^  befit,  bet 
surely  by  no  me^ms  of  the  worst  character,  are  uofrason- 
ably  suspeot^d  of  deliberate  perjury  pr  falsf^hQOd/-  Much 
of  this  pa»i9^e  must  be  supposed  to  allude  personally  to 
GibboQ ;  but  on  the  other  band,  tbeie  are  certainly  many 
who  believe  Chrisjtianity  to  be  divine,  and  yet  cannot  9^* 
quiesce  in  diis  miracle ;  not  from  a  doubt  that  9uch  might 
have  taken  place  in  the  order  of  provideaoe,  but  from  i^ 
vvant  of  ample  testimony  that  it  really  did  take  pl^ce* 

After  Coastaotioe  bad  seuled  the  affair*  of  Rotm/e,  he 
went  to  Milan,  wh^e  he  celebrated  the  mfurriage  of  his 
sister  with  the  emparor  of  the  £a&t»  Licinias.  In  thi^ 
town  it  was  that  these  tw9  .emperoi*s .  issued  oat  the  firsit 
edict  in  favour  of  the  Christian  religion,  by  which  they 
granted  liberty  pf  conscience  to  all  their  subjects :  aii4  a 
second  aoon  after,  by  which  they  permitted  the  Christiana 
to  hold  religious  asi^mblies  in  public,  and  ordered  all  the 
places,  where  they  bad  been  accustomed  to  asaembie,  to 
be  given  up  to  them.  A  war  broke  out  in  314,  between 
Constaxitine  and  Llciniu^,  which  subjected  the  CilMriskians 
to  a  pei^secution  from  the  latter;  but  after  a  baJitle  .or  two, 
in  which  aeither  had  any  reason  to  trium|ib,  a  pMce  en- 
sued, aqd  thing$  returned  to  their  usual  eoMCse.  Cmstan- 
ti^e  now  «^>!plied  himself  emtirejy  to  regulate  and  Adjust 
the  affairs  of  tlie  ohurch. .  He  called  councils,  hes^d  dis- 
j^ute3  and  settled  them,  and  made  laws  ia  bvour  of  the 
phcistians.  I^  324,  another  war  broke  out  between.  tjM^se 
two  en^perors ;  the  result  of  which  was,  that  Constantine 
at  length  overcame  Licinius,  and  put  him  to  death.  He  was 
pow  Bole  master  of  the  empire,  without  any  coot&Hil,  so 
thiiit  Ihe  Christians  had  every  thing  to  hope,  aod  appajrently 
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nothing  to  fear:  nor  were  tbey  disappointed.  Bot  the 
misfortune  was,  that  the  Christians  were  u6  sooner  secure 
against  the  assaults  of  enemies  from  without,  but  they  fell  to 
quarrelling  among  themselves.  The  dispute  between  Arius 
and  Alexander  was  agitated  at  this  time;  and  so  very 
fiercely,  that  Constantine  was  forced  to  call  the  cooncil  of 
Nice  to  put  an  end  to  it.  He  assisted  at  it  himself,  ex* 
horted  the  bishops  to  peace,  and  would  not  bear  the  accn- 
sations  they  had  to  offer  against  each  other.  He  banished 
Arius  and  the  bishops  of  his  party,  ordering  at  the  same 
time  his  books  to  be  burnt ;  and  made  the  rest  submit  to 
the  decision  of  the  council.  He  had  founded  innumerable 
churches  throughout  the  empire,  and  ordered  them  to  be 
famished  and  adorned  with  every  thing  that  was  necessary;' 
He  went  afterwards  to  Jerusalem,  to  try  if  be  could  disco- 
ver the  sepulchre  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  caused  a  most  mag- 
nificent church  to  be  built  at  Bethlehem.  About  this  time 
he  gave  the  name  of  Constantinople  to  the  town  of  Byzan* 
tium,  and  endowed  it  with  all  the  privileges  of  ancient 
Rome.  After  this  he  laboured  more  abundantly  than  ever 
he  had  done  yet,  in  aggrandizing  the  church,  and  publish- 
ing laws  a^inst  heretics.  He  wrote  to  the  king  of  Persia 
in  ftivour  of  the  Christians,  destroyed  the  heathen  temples, 
built  a  great  many  churches,  and  caused  innumerable  copies 
of  the  Bible  to  be  made.  In  short,  he  did  so  much  for  re- 
ligion, that  he  might  be  called  the  head  of  the  church,  in 
things  which  concerned  its  exterior  policy.  The  orthodox 
Christians  have  nevertheless  complained  of  him  a  little  for 
listening  to  the  adversaries  of  Athanasius,  /and  consenting, 
as  he  did,  to  banish  him  :  yet  he  would  not  suffer  Arius  or 
his  doctrines  to  be  re-established,  but  religiously  and  con- 
stantly adhered  to  the  decision  of  the  council  of  Nice. 

It  must  needs,  however,  seem  extraordinaiy,  that  this 
emperor,  who  took  such  a  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Chris- 
tians, who  appeared  to  be  convinced  of  the  truth  and  divi- 
nity of  their  religion,  and  was  not  ignorant  of  any  of  its 
doctrines,  should  so  long  defer  being  initiated  into  it  by 
the  sacrament  of  baptism.  *^  Whether,*'  says  Dupin,  ^*  he 
thought  better  not  to  be  baptized  till  the  time  of  his  death, 
with  a  view  of  washing  away,  and  atoning  for  all  his  sins  at 
once,  with  the  water  of  baptism,  and  being  presented  pure 
and  unspotted  before  God,  or  whatever  his  reasons  ivere, 
he  never  talked  of  baptism  till  his  last  illness.*^  When 
that  began,  he  ordered  himself  to  be  baptized  ;  and  Euse^ 
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biai  of  Cfpsarea  relates,  that  the  ceremony  #tkf  peituMui 
upon  him  by  Eusebius  bishop  of  Nicomedta.    * 

He  died  in  337,  aged  66;  and  dlMded  the  empire 
among  his  three  sons,  Constantine,  C<ifl$tantius,  and  Con- 
ftans.  Eusebius  has  written  the  Ukr  and  acts  of  iMs  em- 
peror, in  which  he  makes  YAm^ery  thing  that  is  great  and 
good :  it  is  rather  a  paaegyite  than  a  life.  Whatever  great 
and  good  qaaliti«sr  Ccfttstantine  possessed,  he  certainly 
possessed  sonse  wbkh  weref  neither  great  nor  good ;  and  it 
is  allowed  tbat  be^  #as  guilty  of  many  private  acts  of  a  jerf 
atrocioiis  natcffe. 

Several  epistles  f^sttng  to  ecclesiastical  matters,  written 
lather  hf  bim,  or  in  bis  name,  are  still  extant ;  as  are  his 
sevefsl  efdicts,  as  well  concerning  the  doctrines  as  disci- 
plimf  of  the  efaurch.  Among  these  edicts  is  still  to  be 
sefen,  tbeiloced  one  by  which  he  bequeaths  to  Sylvester 
IMsbop  of  Rome,  and  to  his  successors  foC  ever,  the  sove-> 
I'^ig^y  of  Rome  and  all  the  provinces  of  the  Western  em- 
pire. But  this,  though  it  carries  the  name  of  Constantine, 
ia' manifestly  spurious ;  and  though  it  might  be  of  some  use 
itk  supporting  the  authority  of  the  Roman  pontiff  in  dark 
and  Ignorant  ages,  yet  since  the  revival  of  letters  it  has 
been  given  up  even  by  the  papists  as  a  forgery  too  bare* 
faced  to  be  defended.  ^ 

CONST ANTINE  VII.  (Porphyrogeneta),  son  of  Leo 
the  Wise,  was  born  at  Constantinople  in  905,  and  ascended 
the  throne  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  under  the  tutelage  of 
his  mother  Zoe,  the  1 1th  of  June  911.  No  sooner  had  he 
taken  the  reins  of  government  in  his  hand,  than  he  chas- 
tised the  tyrants  of  Italy,  took  Benevento  from  the  Lom- 
bards, and  drove  off,  by  means  of  money,  the  Turks  who 
were  pillaging  the  frontiers  of  Epire ;  but  he  afterwards 
allowed  himself  to  be  entirely  governed  by  Helena  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Romanus  Lecapenes,  grand-admiral  of  the 
empire.  She  sold  the  dignities  of  the  church  and  the  state, 
burdened  the  people  with  taxes,  and  exercised  towards 
them  every  species  of  oppression,  while  her  husband  was 
employing  his  time  in  reading,  and  became  as  able  an  ar* 
chitect  and  as  great  a  painter  as  he  was  a  bad  emperor, 
Romanus,  the  son  of  this  indolent  prince  by  his  wife  He- 
lena, impatient  to  govern,  caused  poison  to  be  mingled 
with  some  medicine  prescribed  to  him ;  but  Constantine^ 

1  Voir.  Hiftory.-^MotlieiiD  mid  Miloer's  Church  Hiftor^M.-^ibboii*!  His- 
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^vjng  rejected  the  greater  part  of  it,  survived  till  a  year 
afterwards,  and  died  Nov.  9,  V59,  at  the  age  of  54,  aftea^ 
a  reien  of  48  years.  This  prince,  the  patrqn  q{  learning, 
and  tlie  friend  of  the  learned,  left  behind  bioi  several  works 
which  y)Fou(d  have  done  hooour  to  a  private  person.  Th^ 
principal  of  them  are :  1.  The  Life  of  the  emperui^  Basiling 
the  Macedonian,  hi^  grandfather,  ius/erted  in  (b^  coUec? 
tion  of  Allatius.  It  is  (u^metj^es  deBpiet)t  in  point  qf  tr^^bi 
and  savours  too  much  9f  the  panegyric^.  ^.  Two  boq^^ 
of  *^  Themata^^'  or  pp^tions  of  th(^  proyinci^s  s^nA  the 
towns  of  the  empire,  published  by  father  3fM:idttri  )p  tt^j; 
"  Iipperiuip  Qp^jiuale,"  I^p«ic,  175^,  folio.  W?  Jjave 
few  works  prpferahl^  to  th.is  for  %hp  geography  of  t^e  qffidr 
die  ages,  particularly  a$  to  |:he  ^ti^te  and  condition  of 
places  as  they  Wj^re  in  hi^  tifji^e.  ?.  A  Treatise  on  the 
Afiairs  of  t^e  Empire ;  in  the  ^bove-m^ntioa^d  work  of 
Banduri,  containing  the  origin  of  divers  na^ops^  their 
forces,  their  progress,  their  alliances,  their  revqlution^^  fuid 
the  succeMioq  gf  their  ^oyerejgps,  with  other  int(erest^ng 
particuUr*.  4.  «<  X)e  re  Riistic^,"  C^imbridge,  1704,  8va 
$.  •*  I^^cc^rpU  e^  Polybig,  piodoro  Siculo,'*  ^c.  Paris^ 
J  634,  4to.  6.  "  Excerpta  de  legatis,  Gr«c.  &  l-at."  !648, 
foL  makiiig  a  part  of  the  Byzantine  hi^ri^ns.  7.  *^  i>f 
caeremoniis  auls  Byzaiitinas,'  Leipstc,  1751|  folio.  1$.  4 
Sody  of  Tactics,  8va* 

CONSTANTINE  of  Africa,  and  surn^fnjpd  the  African, 
waa  bora  at  Carthage  in  the  eleyei^th  century,  and  travelr 
led  into  the  east,  where  he  lived  thirty  year^,  chfejljiy  ^p 
Babylon  s^nd  Bagdad,  studied  the  inedical  art,  andrfijadp 
himself  m^ter  of  the  Arabic  and  the  other  9rient^I  Ifiur 
guages,  and  then  returned  to  Carthage ;  fro^  whence  be 
^&atf  into  Apulia,  apd  live4  ^t  Reggio,  and  at  last  t^ec^jii^ 
a  monk  of  Monte  Casino.  He  is  said  to  havfs  b^eQ  jtb^  Qr^ 
that  ^brought  the  Greek  and  Arabian  physic  iijitp  Ij^y 
agau).  He  compiled  several  books;  and  has  givep  us;  fi 
translation  of  Isaac  Israelitus  on  fevers,  out  of  Arabic  intp 
Latin  I  and  anpther  book,  which  hp  C9JU  ^^  («Q9i  jpoff^r 
l^uoes,*'  cor^taias  the  theory  and  practice  of  phy§i<7,  Vnd  1^ 
chiefly  copied  frogi  Hali  Abbas,  After  a  rfs^ide^ci^  of 
thirty -tiine  ^ears  at  Babylon,  he  returned  to  (^ftrth^^,  !^^ 
pooa  fell  iojto  such  disgrace  with  his  countrymen,  whoqa  b^ 
suspected  pf '  intei^ding  to  destroy  him,  that  he  yrf^t  tp 
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"Salernum.  '  Though  he  was  there  introduced  to  duke!  Ro^ 
berty  who  wished  to  retain  him  about  his  person,  preferring 
a  life  of  ease  and  retirement,  he  entered  into  a  monastery 
of  the  Bene4ictineS|  St  Agatha^  in  Aversa,  where  he  died 
in  1087.* 

CONST ANTIN  (Robert),  doctor  of  physic,  and  pra- 
fessor  of  the  belles  lettres  in  the  university  of  Caen,  was 
born  in  1 502,  and  acquired  great  reputation  by  his  ski^  in 
the  Greek,  Latin,  and  oriental  languages.  He  lived  to 
103  years  of  age,  and,  it  is  said,  without  any  failure  of 
powers  in  either  body  or  mind,  died  of  a  pleurisy  in  1605, 
but  others  have  reduced*  his  age  to  75.  He  has  left,  ^^  A 
Lexicon,'Greek  and  Lfatin,*'  better  digested,  as  some  think, 
than  that  of  Henry  Stephen9 :  Stephens  ranging  the  Greek 
words  according  to  their  roots,  Constantin  in  alphabetical 
order.  The  first  edition,  of  little  value,  appeared  in  1562, 
but  the  best  is  the  second,  Geneva,  1592,  2  vols,  folio.. 
Those  of  Geneva,  1607,  and  Leyden,  1637,  are  only  the 
preceding  with  new  title?pages.  His  editions,  with  anuo^-  \ 
tations,  of  the  works  of  Thefophrastus,  Dioscorides,  Celsus> 
and  Qttinths '  Serenus, -gained  him  much  credit.  They 
were  published  between  the  years  1554  and  1566,  as  waii 
also  bis  f*  Nofaiendator  insignium  Scriptorum,  quorum  iibri 
extant,'  vel  manuscripti  rel  impress!,^'  8yo.' 

CONTANT  (Peter),  an  eminent  French  architect^  wds 
born  March  1 1,  1698,  at  Ivri  sur  Seine.  He  studied  draw- 
ing under  the  celebrated  Watteau,  and  having  occasion 
afterwards  to  go  into.tbe  office  of  M.  Dulin,  an  architect^ 
he  made  so  great  a  progress  in  that  art,  as  to  be  admitted 
a  member  .of  the  academy  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight.  M. 
CoQtant  had  more  business  >  than  any  other  architect  of  his 
time»  if  we  may  judge  from^the  great  number  of  buildings 
in  whidi  he  was  employ^.  Among  these  we  may  enume* 
rate,  the  lM>uses  of  M.  Cr6zat  de  Tugny,  and  of  M.  Crozat 
de  Thiers ;  the  stables  of  Bissey,  where  be  first  tried  those 
brick  arches, :  which  even  to  connoisseurs  appear  so  bold 
and  astonishing ;  the  church  of  Panthemont ;  the  royal  pa- 
lace ;  the  amphitheatre  at  St.  Cloud;  the  church  of  Condi 
in  Flanders ;>  LaGouvernanceat  Lisle;  the' church  de  la 
Madelene,  which  he  could. not  finish.  He  had  a  paralytic  ^ 
stroke  on  the  right  side,  three  years  before  bis  death ;  but 
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during  bis  illiiesi)  audi  unable  to  osove  hit  kaad,  be  planned 
the  ebarch  of  St  Waast  at  Arras.  Tbiii  beautiful  edifice 
has  been  as  much  admired  as  tiis  cfanrcb  of  St.  Madefene. 
This  celebrated  artist  died  at  Paris,  October  1,  1797,  aged 
79.  He  left  a  folio  volume  of  bis  system  of  arcbitectiire 
engraved.^ 

COMTARENI  (Gaspar),  a  learned  cardinal  in  the  six* 
teeoth  century,  was,  one  of  the  ilhisiriotts  family  of  tbn 
name  at  Venice,  which  has  produced  so  maay  great  men. 
He  was  ambassador  from  the  republic  to  the  emperor 
Charles  V.  and  employed  in  severad  importaait  negotiatkMis. 
Paul  HI.  cveated  him  cardinal  1535,  asnt  him  as  legate 
Hito  GemiBBy,  aiid*afierwards  tQ  Bologna.  Gontaieni  wab 
emineot  for  his  leamiiig,  and  skill  in  public  afiatrs.  He 
4iied  1 542,  at  Bologna,  aged  5#..  He  left  aermal  tbeola* 
gioal  works,  written  ia  -  good  Latin,  and  «  iorefltise  on  the 
loMaoitality  of  the  Seal,  against  Pemponatsus^  eolhaeted  in 
one  volume  f ol.  1 57 1 .  His  most  esteemed  works  are,  ^  De 
Opdsni  Antistitis  oiBcie/'.and  bis  notes  on  tbe  obscure 
|Kissages  in  St.  PanFs  epistles.  *  ^  ^ 

CONTARiNI  <ViNcaLVT.y,  a  profasisor  of  eloqoeace  at 
Padea,  who  died  st  Venice,  his  native  place^  in  1617,  at 
tlie  age  of  40,  cuhivated  the  bdles  lettresf  like  his  friend 
Muretus,  with  great  application  and  success.  Of  the 
sereral  works  he  left  behind  fann,  the  most  esteemed  are, 
bts  tract  ^  De  ^  fromentaria,?  and  that  *^  De  mili^rt  Ro- 
manorom  stipendio,"  Venioei  160ft,  .in  4to^  bosh  of  them 
against  iufliai&:Lipsius;  and  his  <^  Vamas  Lectiones,''  1606, 
4tQ,  which  COD  tain  very  learned  semavks:.' 

CONTI  (Aebe  Anthony),  a  noble  Venetian, .  was  born 
in.  1678,  end  after  a  suitable edncation*,*  travelled  iutu  most 
of  the  countrtes  of  £urapev  and  conciliated  the  esteem  of 
ail  men  of  letters  by  the  extent  of  his  knowledge  and  the 
amiableness  oiP  Jiis  manners.  He  wrote  soane  tn^edies^ 
printed  at  Luoca,  1764^,  which,  however,  were  fonod  mora 
agreeable  in  the  closet,  than  interesting  os  the  stage ;  and 
his  poems  are  rather  unfinished  sketches  of  themetaphy«< 
sical  kind,  than  genuine  productiona  of  the  muae.  On 
a  visit  he  made  to .  London,  be  formed  a  gr^at  intimacy 
with  sir  Isaac  Newton,  who,  though  very  reserved  in  ge>* 
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n€tik%  lis^d  filddy  t6  dlscotirte*  vHtb*  Biffi  oii  bis  disedHrefies 
iff  tfrtf  several  brandies*  o^  sciertce  to^virWcH  he  w*so*MapA; 
pily  dei^bttd:  Wt  carried-  b«ct  ^th  hini  into  Itstfy  »  teart 
arid'  a  niind  etittrfelj'  Ehgftsh.  Hi^  worktf  in  prose  and  Ve^s^ 
#efe  collected  it  V^tee,  1139^,  ^^6\i.  4t6j  ^rtd  his  posV- 
hnittbtis  perfbrtttante^in  1756,  4to.  Thbughthe  optfsdfaW 
Of  t&e*abb6  €<Jnti  aye*nd  iridreth«  e«ibfy^,  afs'dne  df  thtf 
IiitHifn  joiirtl^lkt*  sAid^of  theiti,  ftf^thef^  gite  a  very'atftati-r 
tageotis  ideit'  df  thdf  fether:  Th^  conri?jt  of  thdt^s'y 
reffeYtddns-,.  and  didd^fifeA  orf-  seVerAl'  ifiypo^t^rit'  s'lAjeo**; 
Tbeaftb^dieditt  f7W^» 

CONTI  (Armand  de  fidtJlt56WN),  pHrfce'df,  tb«  sfe6dnd 
srni  frf  Bferir}  If.  prlrt^ee  of  Cbnd^,  rfi^St  {Jritrt^  of^the'M^d 
rtjyal  dP  PrtrticTcf,  v<^  bdrrt'in*  l'62dj  dWd  a)1pfe«w^  tof  bttV* 
dfeVotedCMitWsdftWserioiis*  stefdifc«»fi-bih'His  iftftfficy,  bein^ 
sir  tliie  2lge  6f  siitffcfetf  abfe  td*  *spritfevi^Wh*leWl%* divides 
dn*  Awft^fcrf'  ttopitis;     M*  M^iLS-  pro»&ttiy  tfii*  disfSbsitidn 
^i<Jh  ifidifterf'his^  fhB«t  tb  dievbteWhi-totftecbutdii,  a^d 
td-prbcure  fci^  hinf  tfte  aBbeys  of'  St:  Dirtfiris,  Cllrtii,  &c.  a 
irtodfeof  pirefoftttertt  cOttMt>n  in  tbtwfe  dtfsl-    Bi«  having 
tbe  iti^sfirtlineto  Idse  bisfetber  and  mdchw  in  bis  inftiitcy, 
he'ateaYidb^ed  his'  ploud  puMuits,  and  engarged  in  the  civil 
wairs  drf  rfie  side*  which' oppdi^ed  the  Mftg;  atnd  becafne 
above    all    thiiYgsr    attached-  to-   theatrical   amtisen^nts, 
anrd  eteri  to  the  cohifpaffiy  of  the  players.  •   In  his  twenty- 
fotinh  year  he*  ofratri^d' a  med^  of  the  cAi<dinal  Mazarine, 
whte  atppea^s^^^to-  Maveinr  softitf  riie^ore  retailed  hftiitd  his 
former  way  of  thtrfkltt^.     After'  the  troubles  of  the- king-- 
dom  had  been  composed,  ahd  hef  received  into^  fiivour,  fie 
wai*^  made  govei^hdr  of  the  province  of  Languedoc,  ahd 
sertt'ihtd^ Catalonia,  tdctytttWarid  the  royal  army  as=  viceroy, 
wherfe  he  distinguished  hirtiself  for  braveiy  and  prudence. 
On  his  reti!irn''ftt)m  his'  last  canipaign,  he  had  sdme  con- 
ferences vi^ith  the  bishop  df  Alet,  a(  man*  of  great  pfety,  wbty 
eflPeetuaHy  revived  in  him  the  seniimetits  of  his  ydtath,  and 
froitt  thtt'titilie'die  prince  lived  an  eiwran^e' of  regularity  in 
rbllgidus' matters^  such  asi' wis  rare  in  hWfetaily,  or  in  the* 
cdtirt:     With  respect  to  those  of  the  rfefirmcd^  religion,- 
however,  he  extended  his  liberdity  no  farjthior  than  the 
irtJrict'tetter  of  the  kw,  and  when  any  of  thete  built  churches* 
iW  His  gofemtnfen't;  contra^  to  thie  kingf^  ^dldt^  h^cftused- 
them  tb'be  dismolished,  at  the  saitt^  tlme^  etidMtduriDg^ 
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what  was  at  that  time  a  favourite  object,  to  bring  about  an  ^ 
union  between  the  catholics  and  protestants^  His  wealth 
he  employed  in  acts  of  benevolence,  and  his  time  in  the 
lustraction  of  his  children  and  dependents  in  piety  and 
virtue.  He  died  at  Pezenas  in  1666,  in  the  thirty-seventh 
year  of  his  age.  His  <*  Life  and  Works'*  were  translated, 
I  and  published  in  English,  in  1711,  8vo.  The  latter  con- 
list  of  treatises  on  the  duties  of  the  great ;  on  the  obli- 
.  gatidns  of  a  governor  of  a  province ;  instructions  for  various 
officers  under  government ;  and  two  treatises  against  plays 
and  shews,  with  an  appendix  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
fathers,  &c.  on  the  same  subject.  * 

CONTI  (GlusTO  Di),  an  Italian  poet,  of  an  ancient  fa- 
mily, was  born  about  the  end  of  the  fourteenth,  and  died 
at  Rimini  about  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century.  We 
'  have  few  particulars  of  his  life.  He  appears  to  have  been 
'  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  being  at  Bologna  in  1 409^  he 
fell  in  love  with  the  beauty  whom  he  has  celebrated  in  his 
verses.  There  is  a  collection  of  bis  poems,  much  esteemed, 
under  the  title  of  '^La  bella  Mano,'*  Paris,  1595,  12mo, 
with  some  pieces  of  poetry  by  several  of  the  old  poets  of 
Tuscany.  This  collection  had  been  published  for  the  first 
lime  at  Venice,  in  1492,  4to,  and  the  abb£  Salvini  gave  a. 
new  edition  of  it  at  Florence  in  1715,  accompanied  with, 
prefaces  and  annotations ;  but  this  is  not  so  complete  as 
either  the  edition  of  Paris,  or  that  of  Verona,  1 753,  in  4to. 
He  was  a  professed  imitator  of  Petrarch,  but,  although  not 
destitute  of  merit,  is  greatly  inferior  to  his  model. ' 

CONTUCCI.     See  SANSO VINO. 

CONWAY  (Henry  Seymour),  an  English  officer  and 
statesm^,  the  second  son  of  Francis,  first  lord  Conway, 
was  born  in  1720,  and  appeared  first  in  public  life  in  1741 
as  one  of  the  knights  for  the  county  of  Antrim^  in  the  par- 
liament of  Ireland ;  and  ^n  the  same  year  was  elected 
for  Higham  Ferrers,  to  sit  in  the  ninth  parliament  of  Great 
Britain.  He  was  afterwards  chosen  for  various  other  places 
from  1754  to  17S0,  when  he  represented  St.  Edmund's 
Bury.  In  1741  he  was  constituted  captain-lieutenant  iti 
the  first  regiment  of  foot-guards,  with  the  rank  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel;  and  in  April  1746,  being  then  aid-de*camp 
to  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  be  got  the  command  of  the 
forty  reighth  regiment  of  foot,  and  the  twenty-ninth  in  July. 

'    A  t<f«  at  aboYff.^DicU  Histi  .   >  Diet  msU—Giiiguen^  Hist.  Lit.  d'ltalie.. 
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1749.    He  was  constituted  colonel  of  the  thirteenth  regi- 
ment of  dragoons  in  December  1751,  which  he  resigned 
upon  being  appointed  colonel  of  the  fir^t,  or  royal  regi-< 
inent  of  dragoons,  September  5,  1759.    In  January  1756 
he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  major-general ;  in  March 
1759,  to  that  of  lieutenant-general;  in  May  1772,  to  that 
of  general;    and  in  October   12,   1793,  to  that  of  field 
marshal.     He  served  with  reputation  in  his  several  military 
capacities,  and  commanded  the  British  forces  in  Germany, 
under  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick^  in  1761,  during  the 
absence  of  the  marquis  of  Granby.     He  was  one  of  the 
grooms  of  the  bed-chamber  to  George  XL  and  likewise  to 
his  present  majesty  till  April  1764,  when,  at  the  end  of 
the  session  of  parliament,  he  resigned  that  office  and  his 
military  commands,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  was  dis- 
missed for  voting  against  the  ministry  in  the  question  of 
general  warrants.     His  name,  however,  was  continued  in 
the  list  of  the  privy  counsellors  in  Ireland ;  and  William, 
the  fourth  duke  of  Devonshire,  to  whom  he  had  been  se- 
cretary when  the  duke  was  viceroy  in  Ireland,  bequeathed 
him  at  his  death,  in  1764,  a  legacy  of  5000/.  on  account  of 
his  conduct  in  parliament*    On  the  accession  of  the  Rock- 
ingham administration  in  1765,  he  was  sworn  of  the  privy 
council,  and  appointed  ioint*secretary  of  state  with  the 
duke  of  Grafton,  which  office  he  resigned  in  January  1768. 
In  February  following,  he. was  appointed  colonel  of  the 
fourth  regiment  of  dragoons;  in  October  1774,  colonel  of 
the  royal  regiment  of  horse-guards ;  and  in  October  1772, 
governor  of  the  island  of  Jersey.     On  March  30,  1782,  he 
was  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  his  majj^sty's  forces, 
which  he  resigned  in  December  1783.    He  died  at  his  seat 
at  Park-place,  near  Henley  upon  Thames,  July  9,   1795. 
General  Conway  was  an  ingenious  man,  of  considerable 
abilities,  but  better  calculated  to  be  admired  in  the  pri- 
vate and  social  circle,  than  to  shine  as  a  great  public  cha- 
racter.    In  politics,  although  we  believe  conscientious,  he 
was  timid  and  wavering.     He  had  a  turn  for  literature,  and 
some  talent  for  poetry,  and,  if  we  mistake  not,  published^ 
but  without  his  name,  one  or  two  political  pamphlets.     In 
his  old  age  he  aspired  to  the  character  of  a  dramatic  writer, 
producing  in  1789,  a  play,  partly  from  the  French,  entitled 
**  False  Appearances,'*  which  was  not,  however,  very  suc- 
cessful.    His  most  intimate  friend  appears  to  have  been 
the  kte  lord  Orford,  better  known  as  Horace  Walpola^ 
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wbp  was. bU  cousin,  and  ^ddr^^ed  t^  bin^  ^  coniider^Uf 

t^art  of  ttiose  letters  w^l^iob  form  .the  J^ftj^  vpluaie  of  JtiU 
ordship^s  ivorks.  Tlx^t  corresponaep^^  (:Qiuinence.d  ia 
1740,  when  Walpol^  was  twent^y-tbree  yoars  old,  ^nd  Mr. 
Conway  twenty.  They  bad  gone  abroad  together  with  the 
celebrated  poet  Gray  in  1739,  bad  spent  three  montba 
together  at  Rheims^  ^nd  afterwards  separated  at  G^of  va. 
Lord  Orford^s  letters,  ^iltbou^b  evidently  prepared  for  the 
press,  evince  at  least  a  cordial  and  inviplabla  friendship, 
for  his  correspondent,  of  which  afso  be  gare  s^iotber  proof 
in  a  letter  published  in  defence  of  general  Coow^y  when 
dismissed  from  his  offices ;  and  a  test'^mony  pf  fiSection 
yet  more  decided,  in  bequeathing  his  fine  villa  of  Straw* 
berry  Hill  to  Mrs.  Darner,  general  Conway's  daughter,  for 
her  life. ' 

CONYBEARE  (John),  a  learned  divine  and  prelate  of 
the  church  of  England^  was  born  at  Pinhoe,  near  f^xet^er, 
on  the  3 1st  of  J^auary^  1691r2.  Dis  father  wfis  the  rev. 
John  Conybeare,  vicar  of  Pinhoe ;  and  his  mother,  Grace 
Wilcoqks,  was  the  daughter  of  a  subst^tial  gentleman 
farmer  of  tb^t  pl^ce.  At  a  proper  aep,  \ie  was  se^^jt  to  th^ 
free-school  of  Exeter  for  grammatical  educatipn,  where 
Q^let  and  Foster,  afterwards  two  e^mioent  dissenting  di- 
yines,  were  b^s  contemporaries.  On  the  ^3d  of  Febrparyi 
1707-8,  Mr.  Conybeare  was  admitted  a  bfi,ttl^r  of  Exet^ 
coUegey  Oxford,  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Thomas  Henpel, 
afterwards  Dr.  RenneJ,  many  years  rectpx  of  Draw's 
Teington^  Devon.  Mr.  Conybeare,  on  his  coming  to  the 
university,  was,  according  to  the  language  of  that  place, 
chum  with'  Mr.  Richard  Harding,  who  was  elected  fellow  of 
^xeter  college  in  1709,  and  died  rector  of  Marwood  in 
Devonshire,  in  1782,  in  the  ninety-fifth  year  of  his  age. 
How  early  our  yoving  student  obtained  the  esteem  of  the 
learned  SQciety  with  which  he  was  connected,  appears  from 
hi?  haying  been  chosen  on  the  30th  of  June,  1710|t  and 
admitted  on  the  8th  of  July  following  a  p;robationary  fel- 
low of  his  qpllege,  ypon  sir  William  Petrels  foundation,  in 
the  ^oom  of  Mr^  Daniel  Osborne.  When  bQ  was  proposed 
as  a  candidate,  it  w^  oiily  with  the  design  of  recoramend-. 
ing  him  to  fuj^ur^  notice ;  but  such  vya$  .the  ,§ens^  enter* 
tained  of  his  ^^trs^ordinary  ^erf(,  tbat  he  was  n^ade  tbe  ob- 

»  Sir  E.  Brydgei'fc  edition  of  CoIUm's  Peerage,— Lord  Orford's  Works,  Pre- 
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C  O  N  T  B  E  A  B  E.  183 

ject  of  timnecUatc  eleetion.  Mr.  Harding;  used  to  say,  that 
Mr.  CoDybeare  had  every  way  the  advantage  of  him,  ex» 
cepting  in  seniority ; .  and  that  he  should  have  had  no 
chance  to  a  competition  with  hios  if  they  had  both  been 
efigibte  at  the  same  time.  The  patronage  of  Dr.  Rennei, 
Jilr.  Conybeare^s  worthy  tutor,  .  concurred  with  bis  own 
desert^  in  bringing  htm  forward  thus  early  to  academical 
advantages.  On  the  17th  of  July,  1713,  be  was  admitted 
to  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts ;  and  at  the  next  electioi^ 
of  college  officers,  upon  the  30th  of  June,  1714,  be  %^as 
appointed  prelector,  or  moderator,  in  philosophy.  On 
the  19th  of  December  following,  he  received  deacoii's 
orders  from  the  bands  of  Dr.  Wuliam  Talbot,  bishop  of 
Oxford;  and  on  the  27  th  of  May,  1716,  he  was  ordained 
priest  by  sir  Jonathan  Trelawny,  bishop  of  Winchester. 
On  the  1 6th  of  April,.  1716,  he  proceeded  to  the  degree  o| 
master  of  arts ;  soo»  after  which  he  entered  upon  the  cu- 
racy of  Fetcham,  iiT  Surry,  where  he  continued  about  a 
year.  He  wsCs  advised  to  this  change  of  scene  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health,  which  was  always  delicate,  and  had 
been  greatly  impaired  by  the  intenseaess  of  his  application. 
Upon  his  return  from  Fetcham  to  Oxford,  he  became  a 
tutor  in  bis  own  college,  and  was  much  noticed  in  the  oni-* 
versity  as.  a  preacher.  In  die  beginning  of  the  year  1722, 
he  published  a  sermon,  which  he  had  delivered  before  the 
university,  on  the  24th  of  December  preceding,  from 
Hebrews  ii.  4,  entitled  '*  The  nature,  possibility,  and  cer- 
tainty of  Miracles,  &c.^'  This  discourse  was  so  well  re- 
ceived, that  it  went  through  four  editions.  Mr.  Cony- 
beare  was  hence  encouraged  to  commit  to  the  press  a  se- 
cond sermon,  from  1  Corinthians  xiii.  12,  which  be  had 
preached  before  the  university,  on  the  2 1st  of  October, 
1724,  and  the  title  of  which  was,  *' The  Mysteries  of  Ihe 
Christian  Religion  credible.'*  It^  is  probable,  that  the 
reputation  our  author  gained  by  these  discourses,  recom- 
mended him  to  the  notice  of  the  bishop  of  London  (Dr. 
Gibson),  who  appointed  him  one  of  his  majesty's' preachers 
at  Whitehall,  upon  the  first  establishment  of  that  institu- 
tion. The  esteem  in  which  his  abilities  and  character  were 
beld,  procured  him,  also,  the  favour  of  the  lord  chancellor 
MacclesHeld,  who,,  in  May  1724,  presented  him  to  the 
rectory  of  St  Clement's  in  Oxford ;  a  preferment  of  no 
gveat  value,  but  which  was  convenient  to  him  from  his  con- 
stant residence  at  that  place^  and  from  it6  being  compatible 
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with  bis  fellowship.     In  1725^  he  was  chosen  senior  proc- 
tor of  the  university,  which  office  he  served  in  conjunctioii 
with  Mr.  Bamaby  ^my  th,  fellow  of  Corpus-Christi  coilegey 
and  a  scholar  of  eminence.     In  the  same  year,  Mr.  Cony-* 
beare  was  called  upon  to  preach  a  visitation  sermon  before 
the  bishop  of  Oxford,  at  whose  request  it  was  published, 
under  the  title  of  ^*  The  Case  of  Subscription  to  Articles 
of  Religion  considered,*'  and  obtained  no  small  degree  of 
celebrity,  being  referred  to  in  the  controversy  relating  to 
subscription.    The  position   of  Mr.'  Conybeare   is,    that 
**  every  one  who  subscribes  the  articles  of  religion,  does 
thereby  engage,  not  only  not  to  dispute  or  contradict 
^hem  ;  but  bis  subscription  amounts  to  an  approbation  of, 
and  an  assent  to,  the  truth  of  the  doctrines  therein  con- 
tained, in  the  very  sense  in  which  the  compilers  are  sup- 
posed to  have  understood  them.'*     Mr.  Conybeare's  next 
publication  was  an  assize  sermon,  preached  at  St.  Mary's, 
Oxford,  in  1727,  from  Ezra  vii.  26,  and  entitled  <^The 
Penal  sanctions  of  laws  considered."     This  discourse  was 
dedicated  by  him  to  the  honourable  Charles  Talbot,  at 
that  time  solicitor-general,  afterwards  lord  high  chancellor 
of  Great  Britain,  who  had  honoured  our  author  with  the 
care  of  his  two  eldest  sons,  Mr.  Charles  Talbot,  celebrated 
by  the  poet  Thomson,  and  the  late  earl  Talbot,  steward 
of  his-  majesty's  household.     On  the  11th  of  July,  1728, 
Mr.  Conybeare  was  admitted  to  the  degree  of  bachelor  of 
divinity ;  and  on  the  24th  of  January  following,  be  took 
his  doctor's  degree.     In  the  year  1729,  be  again  appeared 
from  the  press,  in  a  sermon  that  had  been  preached  before 
the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  at  St  Paul's  cathedral,  and 
which  was  entitled  <*The  Expediency  of  a  Divine  Revela- 
tion represented."     It  was  accompanied  with  a  dedication 
to  bishop  Talbot,  father  of  the  solicitor-general.     From 
Dr.  Conybeare's  iqtroduction  to  this  family,  and  the  re- 
putation he  had  acquired  as  a  divine,  it  was  expected  that 
he  would  soon  have  been  promoted  to  some  dignity  in  the 
church.     But  the  good  bishop  was  taken  off  before  he  had 
a  proper  opportunity  of  carrying  bis  benevolent  intentions 
in  our  author's  favour  into  execution.     In  1730,  the  head* 
ship  of  Exeter  college  becoming  vacant,  by  the  death  of 
Dn  Hole,  Dr.  Conybeare  was  chosen  to  succeed  him.    His 
competitor,  on  this  occasion,  was  the  rev.  Mr.  Stephens, 
vicar  of  St.  Andrew's,  Plymouth,  a  truly. worthy  clergy** 
mao,   and  the  aythoir  of   seyctral  ingenious   discourses. 
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Nevertheless^  as  he  had  retired  early  from  the  society,  he 
could  not  be,  supposed  to  carry  such  weight  with  him  as 
Dr.  Conybeare,  who  had  resided  constantly  in  the  college. 
In  this  year  Dr.  TindaPs  famous  deistical  book  had  ap- 
peared, entitled  *^  Christianity  as  old  as  the  Creation,  or 
the  Gospel  a  Republication  of  the  Law  of  Nature.''  This 
work  excited  the  greatest  attention,  and  drew  forth  the 
pens  of  some  of  the  ablest  divines  of  the  kingdom,  both  in 
the  church  of  England,  and  among  the  protestant  dissen- 
ters. Bishop  Gibspn,  who  had  himself  engaged  in  the 
controversy  in  his  "  Pastoral  Letters,'*  encouraged  Dr. 
Conybeare  to  undertake  the  task  of  giving  a  full  and  par- 
ticular answer  to  Tindal's  production.  Accordingly,  be 
published  in  1732,  his  <^  Defence  of  Revealed  Religion/' 
London,  8vo,  by  which  he  gained  great  credit  to  himself, 
and  performed  an  eminent  service  to  the  cause  of  Chris- 
tianity. In  his  dedication  to  the  learned  prelate  now  men* 
tioned,  he  observes,  that  if  he  has  not  succeeded  in  hi^ 
book  accorditig  to  his  wishes,  he  may  plead  that  it  was 
drawn  up  amidst  a  variety  of  interruptions,  and  under  a 
bad  state  of  health.  ,  ^*  This,'*  says  he,  ^'  will  in  some  sort 
excuse  the  author,  though  it  may  detract  from  the  per- 
formance." But  Dr..  Cony  bearers  work  did  not  stand  in 
need  of  an  apology.  It  is  distinguished  by  the  perspi- 
cuity of  its  methoo,  and  the  strength  of  its  reasoning ;  and 
is,  indeed,  one  of  the  ablest  vindications  of  revelation 
which  England  has  produced.  So  well  was  the  work  re- 
ceived, that  the  third  edition  of  it  was  published  in  1733. 
Dr.  Warburton  justly  styles  it  one  of  the  best  reasoned 
books  in  the  world.  It  is  likewise  recommended  by  the 
temper  and  candour  with  which  it  is  composed.  Dr.  Cony- 
beare's  Defence  will  always  maintain  its  rank,  and  perhaps 
be  thought  to  sustain  the  first  place  among  the  four  capital 
answers  which  Tindal  received.  The  other  three  were, 
Foster's  "  Usefulness,  Truth,  and  Excellency  of  the 
Christian  Revelation  ;"  Leland's  ^^  Answer  toa  late  book, 
entitled  Christianity  as  old  as  the  Creation ;"  and  Mr^  Si- 
mon Browne's  "Defence  of  the  Religion  of  Nature  and 
the  Christian  Revelation," 

Though  Dr.  Conybeare,  by  his  promotion  to.  the  head- 
ship of  Exeter  college,  had  obtained  a  considerable  rank  in 
the  university,  he  did  liot,  by  the  change  of  his  situation, 
make  any  adidition  to  his  fortune.  Indeed,  the  emolu- 
ments of  bis  new  place  ytete  so  siQali,  that  be  was  much 
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ritbar  «$  a  private  fellow  and  tator,  dian  as  the  governor 
of  hi9  eoilege.  It  may  be  presumed  tbat  this  circnastaiice 
in  part,  and  still  more  the  reputation  be  had  acquired  by 
bis  answer  to  Tiiidal»  induoed  the  bishop  of  London,  wbo 
at  tbat  lime  bad  great  influence  in  the  disposal  of  ecole* 
siastical  preferments,  to  exert  himself  more  vigorously  in 
our  author's  behalf.  This  the  good  prelate  so  effectually 
did,  that  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Bnsdsbaw,  bishop  of  Bristol^ 
and  dean  of  Christ  church,  Oxford,  in  December,  1732, 
Dr.  Conybeare  was  appointed  to  succeed  him  in  the  latter 
dignity.  Accordingly  the  doctor  was  installed  dean  of 
tbat  cathedral  in  the  month  of  January  following.  On 
this  occasion,  he  resigned  the  headship  of  Exeter  college ; 
and  not  long  after,  be  gave  up  likewise  the  rectory  of  St. 
Clement's,  in  favour  of  a  friend,  the  rev.  Mr.  Webber,  one 
of  the  fellows  of  Exeter.  •  On  the  6th  of  June,  1733,  dean 
Conybeare  married  ^m  Jemima  Juckes,  daughter  of  Mr. 
William  Juckes,  of  Hoxton-squarO)  near  London  ;  and  in 
the  same  year  he.  published  a  sermon,  which  he  had 
preached  in  the  cathedral  of  St.  Peter,  Exon,  in  August 
1732,  from  2  Peter  iii.  16,  on  the  subject  of  scripture- 
difBcultie&  In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  he  had  the 
honour  of  entertaining  the  prince  of  Orange  at  the  deanery 
of  Christ  church.  The  prince,  who  had  come  into  Eng* 
land  to  marry  the  princess  royal,  being  desirous  of  visiting 
Oxford,  and  some  of  the  places  adjacent,  took  up  his  resi* 
dence  at  Dr.  Con3'beare*8  apartments ;  and  how  solicitous 
the  dean  was  to  treat  his  illustrious  guest  with  a  proper 
splendour  and  dignity,  appears  from  bis  having  received, 
*  by  the  hands  of  one  of  her  servants,  the  es[>€cial  thanks 
of  queen  Caroline  on  the  occasion. 

When  in  ,1737,  Morgan  had  published  his  "  Moral  Phi-* 
losopher,^'  the  dean  had  it  in  contemplation  to  answer  that 
work,  so  far  as  the  general  sclieme  of  the  writer  might  be 
lbo«)ght  to  deserve  it ;  and  he  had  prepared  many  materials 
for  this  purpose.  The  design,  for  what  reason,  we  know 
not,  was  never  carried  into  executiotr;  and  the  omisskm 
may  be  regretted,  though  it  must  at  the  same  time  be  ac* 
knowledged,  tbat  Dr.  Morgan  was  encountered  by  a  number 
of  very  able  and  successful  antagonists.  It  is  to  the  ho- 
nour of  dean  Conybeare's  temper,  that  he  expressed  bia 
hope,  tbat  none  of  the  animadverters.  on  the  ^^  Mciral  Phi- 
loBopber''  would  be  provoked  to  imitajte  his  scurrilities.  la 
1738,  the  jclean  was  requested  to. preach  the  sermon  at  th^ 
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ftwu^l  me&tifig  of  the  nev^rnl  /cb^Uy'-/i0bQoU  in  I«ap<)o{i> 
^bich  he  4i<jl  fip^  Q9latw:l^  vi,  P ;  wd  ^  df^coufm  wiw 
|;#ii)U8ihed.  In  {747,  he  met  witb  a  greiO; 4oiQ^Hic  s^ffiic-* 
litpiiy  io  the  1qs9  of  bi9  lady,  wiM>  departed  this  UCe  im  tbf 
S^k  pf  October,  after  their  njiipn  bad  si^bsigted  oot  Wfcb 
}pog)er  than  fourteen  years.  Wb^n,  on  tb^  2j5th  of  ApriJy 
i.74)^i  4  day  of  soI^oiq  tban^s^ving  was  held,  pn  account 
pif  ,tbfs  tr^^ty  pf  Aix-WCbapelTei  wb^cb  had  b^ea  liigM4 
(HI  the  1  |3»tb  of  Octob^  in  the  pref:edii>g  yeart  Dr.  Copy« 
b^are  wa«  £jced  upo^i  to  preacbbcifor^  |be  honourable  bouse  • 
of  oofDipoPs  on  tibis  occaaioa*  Tbe  subjept  was^  ^  Trtt# 
Patriotism." 

A^  Dr.  Cpnybeare  was  raised  early  in  )ife  to  so  conspi-. 
cufxus  a  ^t^on.  ^s  that  of  the  deanery  of  Christ  cburcbt 
it  might  have  b^n  expected,  frpm  bis  ^mioent  merit  and 
learning,  that  he  would  sooner  have  been  called  to  tbl^ 
higher  honours  of  bis  prpfe9$i^n,  3ut  i|t  is  t^  be  remei^-* 
beredy  that  not  long  ^.ft^  his  promotion  to  the  deanery,  bis 
g!Ppd  friend,  the  bishop  f)f  Londpn,  lost  his  iofluence  at 
court  i  mid  the  lord  chancellor  Talbot  dying  ii)  tbe  year 
1737,  oyr^thor  had  no  particular  patron  to  recommend 
hi 91  tp  r<^yal  favour*  It  was  not,  therefore,  till  tbe  latter 
^nd  qf  1730,  that  be  attained  tbe  mitre;  and  this  waa 
more  owing  to  his  acknowledged  abilities  and  chsKacter, 
than  to  any  personal  interposition.  On  the  translation  of 
Dr*  Joseph  Butler  to  the  see  c^  Durham,  Dr  Conybeare 
was  appointed  to  tbe  bishopric  of  Bristol,  and  was  conse* 
crated  at  Lambeth  chapel,  on  the  23d  of  December  The 
consecration  sermon,  which  was  soon  afterwards  publidiedi 
was  preached  by  Francis  Webber,  P.  D^  rector  of  Exeter 
college.  The  promotion  of  Dr.  Conybeare  to  the  prelacy^ 
whilst  it  raised  bim  to  the  highest  order  of  the  church,  and 
'  enlarged  his  sphere  of  usefulness,  was  injurious  to  bis  pri- 
vate fprtune.  The  slender  revenues  of  his  bijdiopric  were 
not  equal  to  the  expences  which  accrued  frpm  bis  neces* 
sary  residence  sometimes  at.  Bristol,  and  ao.metiates  at 
(.ondon  *.  Four  discourses  were  published  by  our  i^utbor 
after  be  became  a  bishop.  The  fir^t  yrns  the  Easter  Mop*? 
day  Si^rnipn,  in  1751,  froiB»  Proverbs  xi.  17,  before  thi9 

*  By  a  MS  letter  fiK>m  Dr.  LytteU  he  was.bUhop,  except  one  fin*  of  fti^ 

too,  afterwards  bishop  of  Carlisle,  we  guineas,   which  was  aU  he  received*  ' 

learn  that  bishop  Cooybeare  made  no  Bishop  Newton's  neconnt  of  thie  bi* 

More  th«n  $p^Z.  ^lear  p^r  aasufm  of  4b9pric  in,  wn  bflieTe^  Wfn^xt^  tbtfupfb 
Ibis  bisbopri«)  ^ring  thje  whole  time 
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lord  'mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  London,  in  which 
the  virtue  of  being  merciful  was  stated  and  enforced.  The 
second  was  preached  before  the  house  of  lords,  on  the 
llthof  Jikne,  in  the  same  year,  from  Psalm  Ixxviii.  72, 
upon  occasion  of  his  majesty's  accession  to  the  throne : 
the  subject  treated  of,  was  civil  government.  The  third 
was  from  Matthew  xviii,  10,  11,  in  favour  of  the  Irish  pro- 
testant  schools ;  and  the  fourth,  from  James  i.  27,  was  be- 
fore the  sons  of  the  clergy,  at  Bristol.  Both  these  dis- 
courses wei-e  printed  in  1752.  It  may  be  observed,  with 
regard  to  the  twelve  single  sermons  published  by  our  pre- 
late, that  they  were  not  vague,  declamatory  essays,  calcu- 
lated only  to  answer  a  present  purpose,  but  judicious  and 
solid  compositions,  in  which  important  topics  were  dis- 
cussed with  great  perspicuity  of  method  and  language,  and 
with  equal  strength  of  reasoning ;  so  that  it  is  not  a  Kttle 
to  be  regretted,  that  they  have  not  been  collected  toge- 
,  ther  in  a  volume.  Dr.  Conybeare  did  not  long  enjoy  a 
good  state  of  health,  after  his  befing  raised  to  the  bishopric 
of  Bristol,  He  was  much  afflicted  with  the  gout;  and, 
having  languished  about  a  year  and  a  half,  was  carried  off 
by  that  disorder  at  Bath,  on  the  13th  of  July,  1755.  He 
was  interred  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Bristol,  where, 
some  time  after  his  death,  an  inscription  was  erected  to 
his  memory. 

Bishop  Conybeare  had  by  his  lady  five  children,  three 
of  whom  died  in  their  infancy.  A  daughter  and  a  son  sur- 
vived him.  The  daughter,  Jemima,  departed  this  life  at 
Oxford,  on  the  14th  of  March  1785.  The  son,  William, 
is  the  present  Dr.  Conybeare.  As  our  worthy  prelate  died 
in  but  indifferent  circumstances,  and  consequently  left  be- 
hind him  a  very  slender  provision  for  his  children,  it  was 
proposed  by  some  friends  of  the  family,  to  publish  two 
volumes  of  sermons  by  subscription.  The  scheme  sue-, 
ceeded  so  well  that  the  number  of  subscribers  amounted  to 
nearly  four  thousand  six  hundred  persons,  many  of  whom 
took  more  than  one  copy.  Such  an  almost  unparalleled 
subscription  can  only  be  accounted  for  from  Dr.  Coiiy- 
beaife's  numerous  connections,  in  consequence  df  his  having 
presided  over  such  a  society  as  that  of  Christ-church,  with 
the  greatest  reputation,  for  twenty-two  years  and  a  half  j 
from  the  general  estimation  in  which  his  abilities  and  cha- 
racter were  held  in  the  world,  among  men  of  all  denomi- 
nations 'i  s^nd  from  the  disinterestedness  of  his  temper  in 
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piakiiig  but  a  amall  provi3ion  for  his  fainily;  Besides  this> 
his  majesty,  king  George  II.  was  pleased,  in  con^ideratioii 
of  the  bishop's  merits,  to  bestow  upon  the  family,  for  the 
life  of  miss  Jemima  Conybeare,  a  pension,  the  clear  pro- 
duce of  which  was  about  one  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

Dr.  Conybeare's  connection  with  bishop  Gibson^  and 
the  Talbot  family,  has  already  been  mentioned.  Amongst 
his  most  intimate  private  friends  may  be  reckoned  Dr. 
Hayter,  successively  bishop  of  Norwich  and  London^  Dr. 
Atwell,  and  the  famous  Dr.  Rundle  (afterwards  bishop  of 
Derry.)  The  latter  gentleman  ts  understood  to  have  been 
instrumental  in  recommending  our  author  to  the  notice  6f 
the  Talbots.  .  There  subsisted,  likewise,  a  great  intimacy 
between  Dr.  Conybeare  and  Dr.  Seeker.  When;  Seeker 
entered  himself  a  gentleman  commoner  at  Exeter  college, 
with  a  view  of  taking  a  degree  at.  the  university  of  Oxford,- 
Mr.  Conybeare  was  appointed,  his  nominal  tutor.  The^ 
present  Dr.  William.  Conybeare  enjoys  the  rectory  of  St. 
Botolph's,  Bishopsgate,  as  an  option  of  arclibishop  Seeker's*^ 

Bishop  Conybeare's  character  appears  to  have  been,  in 
every  view  of  it,  respectable  and  excellent.  Whilst  be* 
was  a  firm  and  faithful  adherent  to  the  doctrine  and  con-** 
stitution  of  that  church  of  which  he  was  so  great  an  orna-* 
ment,  he  was  candid  in  his  sentiments,  and  friendly  in  bis' 
conduct  with  regard  to  the  protestant.  dissenters. ' 

COOK  (Jam£S),  an  eminent  navigator,  and  justly  the ' 
pride  of  hifi  country  in  that  character,  was  horn  at  Marton- 
in  Cleveland,  a  village  about  four  miles  from  Great  Ayton, 
in  the  county  of  York,  and  was  baptised  tliere>  as  appears^ 
from  the.  parish  register,  Nov.  3,  1728.     His  father,-  whose 
name  was  likewise  James,  was  a  day r labourer  to  Mr.'M^w-' 
burn,  a  very  respectable. farmer,  and  lived  in  a  small  coi-- 
tage^  the  walls  chieify  of  mud,  as  was  generally  the  case  at  - 
that  time  in  the  northern  parts,  of  the  kingdom*.    In  1730,  * 
wh^n  our  navigator  was  about  two  years  old,  his.  father  re- .' 
moved  with  his  fahiUy  to  Great  Ayton,  .and  was  employed 
as  a. hind  to  the  .late  Thomas  Scottowe,  esq.  having  the: 
charge  of  a  considerable  faxmia that  neighbourhoQd  known ' 
by  the  name  of  Airy  holm. 

As  ,the  father  contioaed  long  in  that  trust,  captain  Cook 
was  employed  in;  assisting,  him  in  various. kinds  of  bus-- 
liandry  suited  to  his  yeajrs  until  the  age  of  thirteen,,  when 
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\m  vnu  ftit  under  di4  eare^  Mr.  PaHdii^'  smAndim^O^fy 
wb0  taught  at' Ay4lim,  iAken  be  hnvntBd  arfebmetk^  bMk-* 
k«6pingi  &c»  and  ia  i$Ad  to  have  slutwty  a  very  earl^  g^MitMP 
for  figaf«a.  AboM January  1 745,  at  thcr  agfcr  of  scmif te#a^ 
his  father  bound  him  af^aniic#  to  WtUianiF  8a«mderadif:  fbr 
fiMf  yttffBy  to  leam  the  grocery  and  haberdaghNwy  feusiiaMsg, 
at  SnaWb,'  a  populous  UMioff-'tiafmi  ahauv  ten-  lirilea  (rm^ 
Whitby ;  but  aftar  a  year  aadbatf'a  Mnrituda;  havhigeoii^' 
traetad  a  vary  .tftroufg  propenkivy  to  tfere  t«a  (ffi»mgy  pt«t. 
babky^  ta  thettt^arv&nm  skoatikia  of  tka  ptade,  a[fd.di«igv«ae 
numJier  of  sfaipg '  ahivdBt  eosmmAy  pasiing'  and  repa»sia^ 
u^bin*9igh«  \mv^eeti  London,  Shialda,  and  Siaa«fe9l0Ad)^ 
Mf.  Sauiiddrsofi  was-  willing  to-  imdoige  him  iit  fidloaring 
tha  bant  ti  his  inaiynatioiv  ainid  gai^  up^  Us.ifidata:nr<»» 
Wbito  ha*  confiiiuod  at  Stoiatthv  by  Mr.  Samtdonoto'd  ae'- 
county  he  discoyiarod  much  sohds^  of  jaidigaient,  and  wa^ 
ntttiarkably  ^uick  in  accoantiB.  In  July  n4&  be  fvaa  bound 
apprenctee^  up  tfy.  J,  Waiker,  of  Whitby,  for  the  terui  of 
tbree  years;  a4iiuh  tkna  he  served  to  hia  mutftev's  fuU  sictib*^ 
faetien.  He  fim  gailed  on  boanl  the  ship  Freelove^  iMir- 
tboa  about  450  tons^  chiefly  eaiployed  in  the  eoal  trade 
froiip  Nearcastle  to»  London.  In  May  1748,  Mr.  Walker 
ordered  him  honteto  assist  in  raging"  and  fitting  far  sea  ^ 
fine  new  ship,  named  the  Thrc«  Brothe«s,  aboii^^  600  tona 
burthen.  This  was  designed  aa  a  favoer  to  hint,  as.  it 
would  greatly  contribute  to  hia  biowledgO  in  IM  business. 
lo  this  vessel  bo  sailed  ^m  Whitby  i%  flaw  latter  end  of 
Jane*  After  two  coal  voyag&i,  the  sj^«wasf  taken  into  the 
service  o£ -  government,  and  sent  as  a  icanspert  tO'  Middteu 
burghy  to  carry  some  troops  from  thence  tor  Elubisa.  When 
these  were  landed,  another  corps  was  taken  en  board,  and 
brought  over  to  Liverpool.  From  thence  the  ship  pro^^ 
ceeded  to  Deptford,  where  she  was  paid  off  in  April  1749. 
The  reniainiog  part  of  the  season  the  vessel  was  employed 
in  the  Norw«ty  trade. 

In  the  luring  of  1750^  Mr.  Cook  shipped  hioiaeif  as  a  sea*? 
snail  on  board  the  Maria,  belonging  to*Mir«  John  Wilkin^ 
souf  of  Whitby,  under  the  command  of  captaiff  Gaskin.  Jm 
her  he  continued  all  that  year  in  the  Baltic  trade.  Mr; 
Walker  is  of  opinion  he  left  this  ship  i»  the  winter,  and 
sailed  the  following  summer,  viz.  1751,  in  a  vessel  belong- 
ing to  Stockton ;  but  neither  the  ship'a  name,  nor  thaa  06 
the  owner,  is  now  remembered  by  Mr.  Walker.  Early  in 
February  lTS2,  Mr.  Walker  sent  for  bilk),  and  made  hi|(i 
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jnate  of  oae  of  bis  vesacds,  called  die  Friendship,;  aboot  406 
tons  burthen.  In  this  station  be  eentiniied  tik  Mifjr  or 
June  i753»  in  the  coal  trade.  At  t\ax  period  Mn  Walker 
made  him  an  oflFer  to  go.coainuinder  of  that  ship ;  bat  he 
declined  it,  soon  i^ter  l^t  bee  at  London,  and  entered  on 
board  bis  majesty's  ship  £agle,  a  frigate  of  28  ^  30  gnns^ 
'<  having  a  mind,^'  as  be  espressed  btmsrlf  tso  ius  masmr^ 
to  **  try  bis  fortune  that  way/*  Not  long  after,  be  applied 
to  Mr^  Walker  for  a  lett^  of  reoommenoatioa  to  the  cap- 
tain of  the  frigate,  which  was  readily  granted.  On  the 
r^eipt  of  this  he  got  some .  HuaU  preferment^  wbkb  he 
gratefully  acknowledged,  and  ever  renieiiibenBd«  Some 
iime  after,  tbe  Eagle  sailed  with  another  frigkte  on  a 
cruise,  in  which  they  w^re  very  sucxsessfuL  After  tbia 
Mr.  Walker  beard  no  more  of  Mr.  Cook  until  August  175S, 
when  be  received  from  him  a  ietteie  dated  Pembroke,  be* 
£bm  Louisbpilgb,  July  30,  17)58,  in  which  be  gaveadi»^ 
tinct  account  of  our  success  in  that  expedition,  bat  does 
not  say  what  station  he  tben  filled* 

He  received  a  commi^ion,  as  lieutenant,  on  the  first  day 
of  April  n 60;  and  soon  after  gave  a  specimen  of  those 
abilities  which  recommended  bimto  the  commands  wfaicb 
be  executed  so  highly  to  bis  credit^  that  bis  name  will  go 
down  to  posterity  sus  one  of  the  most  skilful  navigators 
which  this  country  has  produced.  In  .1765  he  was  with 
six  William  Burnaby  on*  die  Jamaica  station ;  and  that  of- 
ficer baving  oi^ca^ion  to  sepd  dispatches  to  tbe  govcrtrnor  of 
Jucataiii  relative  to  tbe  logwoodrcutters  in  the  bay  of  Uon* 
duras,  lieuleaant  Cook  was  aelected  for  that  erapibyroent ; 
and  i?e  .performed  it  in.  a  manner  which  eivtitled  him  to  tbe 
j^probaiipn  of  tb^  admiral.  A.  relation  of  this  voyage  and 
journey  was  published  in  1769,  under  the  title  of  ^'  Reu 
marks  on -a  passage  frpiia  the  riv^  BaHse  in  the  bay  of 
Honduras^  to  JV^erida,  the  capital  of  tbe  province  of  Juea^ 
tan,  in  the  Spanish  W<$st-Indies^  by  lieifttcoafitCaok)^'  ia 
4n  8  TO  pamphleu 

To  a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  the  duties  belonging  to  a 
aea^Ufe,  Mr,  Cook  bad  added  a  great  skill  in  astn-onomy. 
In  1767  the  royal  society  resolved,  that  it  would  be  proper 

«  tp  send  persons  into  some  part  of  the  South  Seas,  to  ob-* 
^erve  the  transit  of  the  planet  Venus  over  the  sun*8  disk ; 
and  by  a  memorial  delivered  to  his  ms^iesty,  they  lecom^ 
9iended  the,  inlands  of  Marquesas  de  Mendoza,  or  those  of 
Rotterdam  or  Amsterdam,  as  the  properest  place  tbenr 
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known  for  making  such  observation.  To  this  memotiat  a 
fiivourable  ansirer  was  returned;  and  the  Endeavour,  a 
ship  built  for  the  coaUtrade,  was  put  in  commission,  and 
the  command  of  her  given  to  lieutenant  Cook.  But  before 
the  vessel  was  ready  to  sail,  captain  Wallis  returned  from 
his  voyage,  and  pointed  out  Ouheite  as  a  place  more  pro- 
per for  the  purpose  of  the  expedition  than  either  of  those 
mentioned  by  the  royal  society.  This  alteration  was  ap* 
proved  of,  and  our  navigator  was  appointed  by  that  learned 
body,  with  Mr.  Charles  Green,  tb  observe  the  transit 

On  this  occasion  lieutenant  Cook  was  promoted  to  be 
captain,  and  his  commission  bore  date  the  25th  of  May 
1768.  He  immediately  hoisted  the  pendant^  and  took 
command  of  ,the  ship,  in  which  he  sailed  down  the  river 
on  the  30th  of  July.  In  this  voyage  he  was  accompanied 
by  Joseph  Banks,  esq.  (since  sir  Joseph,  hart,  knight  of  the 
bath,  and  president  of  the  royal  society)  and  Dr.  Solander. 
On  the  13th  of  October  be  arrived  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,^  and 
on  the  13th  of  April  1769  came  to  Otaheite,  where  the 
transit  of  Venus  was  observed  in  different  parts  of  the 
island.  He  staid  there  until  the  13th  of  July,  after  which 
he  went  in  search  of  several  islands,  which  be  discovered 
He  then  proceeded  to  New  Zealand,  and  on  the  10th  of 
Octobw  1770,  arrived  at  Batavia  with  a  vessel  almost 
worn  out,  and  the  crew  much  fatigued  and  very  sickly. 
The  repairs  of  the  ship  obliged  him  to  Continue  at  this  un* 
healthy  place  until  the  27th  of  December,  in  which  time 
he  lost  many  of  his  seamen  and  passengers,  and  more  in 
the  passage  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  place  be 
reached  on  the  15th  of  March  1771.  On  the  14th  of  April 
he  left  the  Cape,  and  the  1st  of  May  anchored  at  St.  He« 
lena,  from  whence  be  sailed  on  the  4th,  and  came  to  an*, 
cbor  irtthe  Downs  on  the  12th  of  June,  after  having  been 
absent  almost  three  years,  and  in  that  time  had  experienced 
every  danger  to  which  a  voyage  of'such  a  length  is  inci- 
dent, and  in  which  he  had  made  discoveries  equal  to  those 
of  all  the  navigators  of  his  country  from  the  time  of  Co- 
lumbus to  the  present.  The  nairative  of  this  expeditioil 
was  written  by  Dr.  Hawkeswortb,  ^o,  although  the  facts 
cointatned  in  it  have  not  been  denied,  nor  the  excellence 
of  the  composition  disputed,  was,  on  its  publication,  treated 
with  peculiar  severity,  owing  to  some  opinions  on  the  na*> 
ture  of' providence,  which  Dr.  Hawkesworth  incautiously 
ftd\'anced.  * 
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Sqod  ^afker  captain  Cook'is  return  to  Eaglandy  it  was  re^ 
solved  to  equip  two  ships  to  ccnuplete  the  discovery  of  the 
soutberp  hemisphere.  It  had  long  been  a  prevailing  idea, 
that  the  unexploi^ed  part  (Contained  another  continent ;  and 
Alexander  DaJbrymple,  esq.  a  gentleman  of  great  skill  and 
an  enterprising  spirit^  had  beea  very  firmly  persuaded  of 
it3  existence.  To  ascertain,  the  faict  was  the  principal  ob- 
ject of  this  expedition ;  u)d  that  nothing  might  be  oBiitted 
^hat  could  tend  to  facilitate  the  enterprise,  two  ships  were 
provided,  furnished  with  every  necessary  which  could  pro- 
mote the  success  of  the  undertaking.  The  first  of  these 
ships  was  called  the  Resolution,  under,  the  command  of 
captain  Cook  ^  the  other, -the  Adventure,  commanded  by 
captain  Furneaux.  Both  of  th^ii  sailed  .from  Deptford  on 
the  dth  o£  April  1772,  and  arrived  at, the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  on  the  30th  of  October. .  They  departed  from  thence 
on  the  22d  of  November,  and  from  that  time  until  the 
17th  of  J^uary  1773,  continued  endeavouring  to  discov^ 
the  continent,  when  they  were  obliged  to  relinquish  the 
design,  observing  the  whole  sea  covered  with  ice  from  the 
direction  of  S.£.  round  by  the  south  tO/west.  They  then 
proceeded  into  the  South  Seas,  and  made  many  other  dis-* 
coveries, .  and  returned. to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the 
21  St  of  March  1774,  and  fcom  thence  to  England  on  the 
14th  of  July  ;  having  during  three  years  and  eighteen 
days  (in  which  time  the  voyage*  was  performed)  lost  but 
one  *  man  by  sickness,  in  captain  Cook's  ship ;  although 
he  had  navigated  throughout  all  the  climates  from  fifty -two 
degrees  north  to  seventy-one  degrees  south,  with  a  conw 
pany  of  an  hundred  and  eighteen  men.  The  relation  of 
this  voyage,  was  given  to  the  public  by.tcaptain  Cook  him^ 
self,  and  by  Mr.  George  Forster,  son  of  Dr.  Forster,  who 
had  been  appointed  by. government  to  accompany  him  for 
the  purpose  of  making  observations  on  such  natural  pro- 
ductions as  might  be  found  in  the  course  of  the  navigation; 
but  the  publication  was  superintended  by  Dr.  Douglas,  the 
late  bishop  of  Salisbury. 

The  want  of  success  which  attended'  captain  Cook's  at^ 
tempt  to  discover  a  southern  continent,  did  not  discourage 
another  plan  being  ^esdtred  oci^  which  had  been  recom>- 

*  This  was  a  confumption  tertpi-  a  cough  and  other  consaoip^ive  aymp- 

noting  ia  a  dropsy.     Mr.  Patten,  suN  toms,  which  had  never  left  him,  that 

feoo  of  the  Retolation,  obsenred  that  his  lunge  must  have  been  sffeoted  be- 

this  man  began  so  early  to  complain  ct'  for«  be  oam^  on  board. 
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mended  some  time  before.  This  was  no  other  than  the 
finding  out  a  north-west  passage,  which  the  fancy  of  soqje 
chimerical  projectors  had  conceived  to  be  a  practicable 
scheme.  The  dangers  which  our  navigator  bad  twice 
braved  and  escaped  from,  would  have  exempted  him  from 
being  solicited  a  third  time  to  venture  his  person  in  un- 
known countries^  amongst  desert  islands,  inhospitable  cli- 
mates, and  in  the  midst  of  savages ;  but,  on  his  opinion 
being  asked  concerning  the  person  who  would  be  most 
proper  to  execute  this  design,  he  once  more  relinquished 
the  quiet  and  comforts  of  domestic  life,  to  engage  in  scenes 
of  turbulence  and  confusion,  of  difficulty  and  danger.  His 
intrepid  spirit  and  inquisitive  mind  induced  him  again  to 
oiFer  his  services ;  and  they  were  accepted  without  hesita- 
tion. The  manner  in  which  he  had  deported  himself  on 
former  occasions  left  no  room  to  suppose  a  fitter  roan 
could  be  selected.  He  prepared  for  his  departure  with 
the  utmost  alacrity,  and  actually  sailed  in  the  month  of 
July  1776. 

A  few  months  after  his  departure  from  England,  not- 
withstanding he  was  then  absent,  the  Royal  Society  voted 
him  sir  Godfrey  Copley*s  gold  medal,  as  a  reward  for  the 
account  which  he  had  transmitted  to  that  body,  of  the  me- 
thod taken  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  crew  of  his  ship  : 
and  sir  John  Pringle,  in  an  oration  pronounced  on  the  SOtb 
of  November,  observed,  **  How  meritorious  that   person 
must  appear,  who  bad  not  only  made  the  most  extensive, 
but  the  most  instructive  voyages ;  who  had  not  cmly  dis- 
covered, but  surveyed  vast  tracts  of  new  coasts  i  who  had 
dispelled  the  illusion  of  a  terra  australis  incognita^  and 
fixed  the  bounds  of  the  habitable  earth  as  well  as  those  of 
the  navigable  ocean  in  the  southern  hemisphere ;  but  that, 
however  ample  a  field  for  praise  these  circumstances  would 
afford,  it  was  a  nobler  motive  that  had  prompted  the  so- 
ciety to  notice  captain  Cook  in  the  honourable  manner 
which  had  occasioned  his  then  address."     After  descanting 
on  the  means  used  on  the  voyage  to  preserve  the  lives  of 
the  sailors,  he  concluded   his  discourse  in  these  terms: 
"  Allow  me  then,  gentlemen,  to  deliver  this  medal,  with 
bis  unperishing  name  engraven  upon  it,  into  the  hands  of 
one  who  will  be  happy  to  receive  that  trust,  and  to  hear 
that  this  respectable  body  never  more  cordially,  nor  more 
JTieritoriottsLy,  bestowed  that  faithful  symbol  of  their  esteem 
and  affection.     For  if  Rome  Aecreed  the  civic  crown  t6 
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him  who  saved  the  life  of  a  single  citizen,  what  wreaths  are 
due  to  that  man  who,  having  himself  saved  many,  perpe- 
tuates in  your  transactions  the  means  by  which  Britain  may 
now,  on  the  most  distant  voyages,  save  numbers  of  her  in* 
trepid  sons,  her  mariners;  who,  braving  every  danger, 
have  so  liberally  contributed  to  the  fame,  to  the  opulence, 
and  to  the  maritime  empire  of  their  country  ?" 

It  will  give  pain  to  every  sensible  mind  to  reflect,  that  • 
this  honourable  testimony  to  the  merit  of  our  gallant  com- 
mander Tiftver  came  to  his  knowledge.  While  his  friends 
were  waiting  with  the  most  earnest  solicitude  for  tidings 
concerning  him,  and  the  whole  nation  expressed  an  anxi- 
ous impatience  to  be  informed  of  bis  success,  advice  was 
received  from  captain  Gierke*,  in  a  letter  dated  at  Kamt- 
shatca,  the  8tb  day  of  June  1779;  from  which  and  from 
other  accounts,  we  learnt,  that  captain  Cook  was  killed  on 
the  14th  of  February  1779.  His  death  happened  in  the 
following  manner  ;  which  we  shall  give  in  the  words  of  Mr. 
David  Samwell,  surgeon  of  the  Discovery. 

"  Some  of  the  Indians  of  Ou,why,ee  in  the  night  took 
away  the  Discovery's  large  cutter,  which  lay  swamped  at 
the  buoy  of  one  of  her  anchors  :  they  had  carried  her  off 
so  quietly  that  we  did  not  miss  her  till  the  morning,  Sun- 
day, February  14.  Captain  Clerke  lost  no  time  in  waiting 
upon  captain  Cook  to  acquaint  him  with  the  accident :  he 
returned  on  board,  with  orders  for  the  launch  and  small 
cutter  to  go,  under  the  command  of  the  second  lieutenant, 
and  lie  off  the  east  point  of  the  bay,  in  order  to  intercept 
all  canoes  that  might  attempt  to  get  out ;  and,  if  he  foutid 
it  necessary,  to  fire  upon  them.  At  the  same  time,  the 
third  lieutenant  of  the  Resolution,  with  the  launch  and 
small  cutter,  was  sent  on  the  same  service,  to  the  opposite 
poim  of  the  bay ;  and  the  master  was  dispatched  in  the 
large  cutter,  in  pursuit  of  a  double  canoe,  already  under 
sail,  making  the  best  of  her  way  out  of  the  harbour.  He 
soon  came  up  with  her,  and  by  firing  a  few  musquets 
drove  heron  siM)re,  and  the  Indians  left  her  :  this  happened 
to  be  the  canoe  of  Omea,  a  man  who  bore  the  title  of 
Orono.  He  was  on  board  himself,  and  it  would  have  been 
fortunate  if  our  people  had  secured  him,  for  his  person 

*  Captain  Gierke  went,  out  a  mid-  who  died  about  three  week«  before  th« 

fbipoQan  wit4i  captain  Cook  in  hts'firft  9hip  arrived  in  Englniid.     SeeHawket^ 

vojrage,  and  wai  appointed  by  him  a  worth's  Voyage,  voK  iii.  p.  3V3. 
iieateoant  on  the  death  of  Mr.  tiicks, 
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was  held  as  sacred  as  that  of  the  king.  Ddrhig  this  time 
captain  Cook  was  preparing  to  go  ashore  himself  at  the 
town  of  Kavaroah,  in  order  to  secure  the  penon  of  Karto-* 
poo,  before  he  should  have  time  to  withdraw  himself  to 
another  part  of  the  island  out  of  our  reach^  This  appeared 
the  most  effectual  step  that  could  be  taken  on  the  present 
occasion,  for  the  recovery  of  the  boat.  It  was  the  mea- 
sure he  had  invariably  pursued,  in  similar  cases,  at  other 
islands  in  these  seas,  and  it  had  always  been  attended  with 
the  desired  success  :  in  fact,  it  would  be  difficult  to  poiut 
out  any  other  mode  of  proceeding  on  these  emergencies^ 
likely  to  attain  the  object  in  view.  We  had  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  the  king  and  his  attendants  had  fled  when  the 
alarm  was  first  given  :  in  that  case,  it  was  captain  Cook^s 
intention  to  secnre  the  large  canoes  which  were  hauled  up 
on  the  beach.  He  left  the  ship  about  seven  o^clock^  at- 
tended by  the  lieutenant  of  marines,  a  seijeant,  corporal, 
and  seven  private  men :  the  pinnace's  crew  were  also 
armed,  and  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Roberts.  As  they 
rowed  towards  the  shore,  captain  Cook  ordered  the  kunch 
to  leave  her  station  at  the  west  point  of  the  bay,  in  order 
to  assist  his  own  boat.  This  is  a  circumstance  worthy  of 
notice ;  for  it  clearly  shews,  that  he  was  not  unapprehen* 
sive  of  meeting  with  resistance  from  the  natives,  or  un- 
mindful of  the  necessary  preparation  for  the  safety  of  him- 
self and  his  people.  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  from  the 
appearance  of  things  just  at  that  time,  there  was  not  one, 
beside  himself,  who  judged  that  such  precaution  was  abso- 
lutely requisite :  so  little  did  his  conduct  on  the  occasion 
bear  the  marks  of  rashness  or  a  precipitate  self-confidence ! 
He  landed,  with  the  marines,  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
town  of  Kavaroah  :  the  Indians  immediately  flocked  r6und, 
as  usual,  and  shewed  him  the  customary  marks  of  respect, 
by  prostrating  themselves  before  him*  There  were  no 
signs  of  hostilities,  or  much  alarm  among  them.  Captain 
Coc4c,  however,  did  not  seem  willing  to  trust  to  appear- 
ances; but  was  particularly  attentive  to  the  disposition  of 
Hhe  marines,  and  to  have  them  kept  clear  of  the  crowd. 
*He  first  inquired  for  the  king's  sons,  two  youths  whawere 
much  attached  to  him/ and  generally  bis  companions  on 
bpard.  Messengers  being  sent  for  them,  they  soon  came 
t.Q  hhn ;  and  informing  him  that  their  father  was  asleep,  at 
a  house  Hot  far  from*  them,  he  accompanied  them  thither, 
and  took  the  marines  along  with  them.     As  he  passed 
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aJohg,  the  natives  every  where  prostrated  themselves  be^- 
fore  him,  and  seemed.to  have  lost  no  part  of  that  .respect 
they  had  adways  sbev^u  to  his  person.     He  was  joined  by 
several  chiefs,  among  whom  was  Kanyuah,  and  his  brother 
Koohowrooah.     They  kept  the  crowd  in  order,  according 
to  their  usual  custom;  and  being  ignorant  of  his  intention 
in  coming  6q  shore,  frequepily  asked  him,  if  he  wanted 
any  hogs,  or  other  provisions :  he  told  them,  that  he  did 
not,  and  tha,t  his  business  was  to  see  the  king.     When  he 
arrived  at  the  house,  he  ordered  some  of  the  Indians  to  go 
in  and  inform  Kariopoo,  that  he  waited  without  to  speak 
with  him.     They  came  out  two  or  three  times,  and  instead 
of  returning  any  answer  from  the  king,  presented  some 
pieces  of  red  cloth  to  him,   which  made  captain   Cook 
suspect  that  he  was  not  in  the  house ;  he  therefore  desired 
the  lieutenant  of  marines  to  go  in.     The  lieutenant  found 
the  old  man  just  awaked  from  sleep,  and  seemingly  alarmed 
at  the  message ;  but  he  came  out  without  hesitation.     Cap- 
tain Cook  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  in  a  friendly  manner 
asked  him  to  go  on  board,  to  which  he  very  readily  con- 
sented.    Thus  far  matters  appeared  in  a  favourable  train, 
and  the  natives  did  not  seem  much  alarmed  or  apprehen- 
sive of  hostiliiy  on  our  side ;  at  which  captain  Cook  ex- 
pressed himself  a  little  surprised,  saying,  that  as  the  inha*> 
bitants  of  that  town  appeared  innocent  of  stealing  the  cut- 
ter, he  should  not  molest  them,  but  that  he  must  get  the 
king  on  board.     Kariopoo  sat  down  before  his  door,  and 
was  surrounded  by  a  great  crowd  :  Kanynah  and  his  brother 
were  both  very  active  in  keeping  order  among  them.     In 
a  little  time,  howiever,  the  Indians  v^ere  observed  arming 
themselves  with  long  spears,  clubs,  and  daggers,  and  put- 
ting on  thick  mats,  which  they  use  as  armour.     This  hostile 
appearance  increased,  and  became  more  alarming,  on  the 
arrival  of  two  men  in  a  canoe  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
bay,  with  the  news  of  a  cliief,  called  Kareemoo,.  having 
been  killed  by  one  of  the  Discovery's  boats,  in  their  pas- 
sage across  :  they  had  also  delivered  this  account  to  each 
of  the  ships.     Upon  that  information,  the  women,  who  were 
^tting  upon  the  beach  at  their  breakfs^t^  and  conversing  fa- 
miliarly with  our  people  in  the  boats,  retired,  and  a  con- 
fused murmur  spread  through  the  crowd.     An  old  priest 
came  to  captain  C!ook,  with  a  cocoa  nut  in  his  hand,  which 
he  held  out  to  him  as  a  present,  at  the  same  time  singing 
very  loud.     He  was  often  desired  to  be  silent,  but  in  vain : 
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be  continued  importunate  and  troublesome,  and  there  wn» 
no  such  thing  as  getting  rid  of  him  or  his  noise :  U  seemed 
as  if  be  meant  to  divert  their  attention  from  bis  country- 
men,  who  were  growing  more  tumultuous,  and  arming 
•themselves  in  every  quarter.  Captain  Cook,  being  at  the 
same  time  surrounded  by  a  great  crowd,  thought  his  situa- 
tion rather  hazardous :  he  therefore  ordered  the  lieutenant 
of  marines  to  march  bis  small  party  to  the  water*stde, 
where  the  boats  lay  within  a  few  yards  of  the  shore :  the 
Indians  readily  made  a  lane  for  them  to  pass,  and  did  not 
offer  to  interrupt  them.  The  distance  they  had  to  go  mi^ht 
be  fifty  or  sixty  yards;  captain  Cook  followed,  having 
hold  of  Kariopoo^s  hand,  who  accompanied  him  very  will* 
ingly :  he  was  attended  by  bis  wife,  two  sons,  and  seve- 
ral chiefs.  The  troublesome  old  priest  followed,  making 
the  same  savage  noise.  Keowa,  the  younger  son,  went 
directly  into  the  pinnace,  expecting  his  father  to  follow ; 
but  just  as  he  arrived  at  the  water-side,  his  wife  threw  her 
arms  about  his  neck,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  two  chiefs^ 
forced  him  to  sit  down  by  the  side  of  a  double  canoe.  Cap« 
tain  Cook  expostulated  with  them,  but  to  no  purpose :  they 
would  not  suffer  the  king  to  proceed  ;  tellin<^  him  he  would 
be  put  to  death  if  he  went  on  board  the  ship.  Kariopoo, 
whose  conduct  seemed  entirely  resigned  to  the  will  of 
others,  hung  down  his  head,  and  appeared  much  dis-. 
tressed. 

While  the  king  was  in  this  situation,  a  chief,  well  known 
to  us,  of  the  name  of  Coho,  was  observed  near,  with  an 
iron  dagger,  partly  concealed  under  his  cloke,  seemingly 
with  an  intention  of  stabbing  captain  Cook,  or  the  lieute- 
nant of  marines.  The  latter  proposed  to  fire  at  him,  but 
captain  Cook  would  not  permit  it.  Coho  closing  upon 
them,  obliged  the  officer  to  strike  him  with  his  piece,^ 
which  made  hinx  retire.  Another  Indian  laid  hold  of  the 
Serjeant's  musket,  and  endeavoured  to  wrench  it  from  him, 
but  was  prevented  by  the  lieutenant's  making  a  blow  at 
him.  Captain  Cook,  seeing  the  tumult  increase,  and  the 
Indians  growing  more  daring  and  resolute,  observed,  that 
if  he  were  to  take  the  king  off  by  f6rce,  he  could  not  do  it 
without  sacrificing  the  lives  of  many  of  his  people.  He 
then  paused  a  little,  and  was  on  the  point  of  giving  bis 
orders  to  reimbark,  when  a  man  threw  a  stone  at  him, 
which  he  returned  with  a  discharge  of  small  shot,  with  which 
one  barrel  of  his  double  piece  was  loaded.     The  man,  bav- 
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ing  a  thick  laat  before  him^  received  little  or  no  hurt :  he 
braadisbed  his  ^pear,  and  threatened  to  dart  it  at  captain 
Cook,  who  fating  still  unwilliog  to  take  away  bis  life,  in- 
stead of  firing  with  ball,  knocked  him  down  with  his  mus- 
ket  He  expostulated  strongly  with  the  most  forward  of 
the  crowd,  upon  their  turbulent  behaviour.  He  hssd  giveq 
up  all  thoughts  of  getting  the  king  on  board,  as  it  appeared 
impracticable ;  and  his  care  was  then  only  to  act  on  the 
defensive,  and  to  secure  a  safe  embarkation  for  bis  smalt 
party,  which  was  closely  pressed  by  a  body  of  several  thou* 
sand  people.  Keowa,  the  king^s  son,  who  was  in  the  pin- 
nace, being  alarmed  on  bearing  the  first  firing,  was,  at 
his  own  entreaty,  put  on  shore  again;— £pr  even  tt  that 
time  Mr.  Roberts,*  who  commanded  her,  did  not  appre- 
hend that  captain  Cook*s  person  was  in  any  danger,  other- 
wise he  would  have  detained  the  prince,  which  no  doubt 
would  have  been  a  great  check  on  the  Indians.  One  man 
was  observed,  behind  a  double  canoe,  in  the  action  of 
darting  his  spear  at  captain  Cook ;  who  was  forced  to  fire 
at  him  in  his  own  defence,  but  happened  to  kill  another 
close  to  him,  equally  forward  in  the  tumult :  the  serjeant, 
observing  that  he  had  missed  the  man  he  aimed  at,  received 
orders  to  fire  at  him, .  whiph  he  did,  and  killed  him.  By 
this  time  the  impetuosity  of  the  Indians  was  somewhat  re- 
pressed :  they  fell  back  in  a  body,  and  .seemed  staggered ; 
but  being  pushed  on  by  those  behind,  they  returned  to 
the  charge,  and  poured  a  volley  of  stones  among  the  ma- 
rines, who,  without  waiting  for  orders,  returned  it  with  a 
general  discharge  of  musketry,  which  was  instantly,  fol- 
lowed by  a  fire  from,  the  boats.  At  this  captain  Cook  was 
beard  to  ej^press  bis  astonishment :  be  waved  bis  hand  to 
the  boats,  called  to  them  to  cease  firing,  and  to  come 
nearer  in  to  receive  the  marines.  Mr.  Roberts  immediately 
brought  the  pinnace  as  close  to  the  shore  as  be  could  with- 
out grounding,  notwithstanding  the  showers  of  stones  that 
fell  among  the  people:  but  Mr.  John  Williamson,  the 
lieutenant^  who  commanded  in  the  launch,  instead  of  pull- 
ing in  to.  the  assistance  qf  captain  Cook,  withdrew  his 
boat  further  off,  at  the  moment  that  every  thing  seems,  to 
have  depended  upon  the  timely  exertions  of  those  in  the 
boats.  .  By  his  own  account,  he  mistook  the  signal :  but 
be  that  as.  it  may,  this  circumstance  appears  to  me  to  have 
decided  the  fatal  turn  of  .the  affair,  and  to  have  removed 
every  chance  which  remained  with  captain  Cook,  of  espap- 
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ing  with  hift  life.  The  bariness  «f  saving  the  marinef  out 
of  the  water,  in  consequence  of  tb«t|  fell  akogetber  upon 
the  pinnace^  which  thereby  became  so  much  crowded^  that 
the  crew  were  in  a  great  measure  prevented  from  using 
their  fire-arms,  or  giving  what  assistance  they  otherwise 
might  have  done  to  captain  Cook;  so  that  he  seems,  at 
the  most  critical  point  of  time,  to  have  wanted  the  assist- 
ance  of  both  boats,  owing  to  the  removal  of  the  launch. 
For  notwithstanding  that  they  kept  up  a  fire  on  the  crowd 
from  the  situation  to  which  they  removed  in  that  boat,  the 
fatal  confusion  which  ensued  on  her  being  withdrawn,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  most  have  prevented  the4iill  efiect,  that 
the  prompt  co-operation  of  the  two  boats,  according  to 
ciq)tain  Cook's  orders,  must  have  had  towards  tlie  preser* 
vation  of  himself  and  his  people.  At  that  time  it  was  to 
the  boats  alone  that  captain  Cook  had  to  look  for  his  safety ; 
for  when  the  marines  had  fired,  the  Indians  rushed  among 
them,  and  forced  them  into  the  water,  where  four  of  them 
were  killed :  their  lieutenant  was  wounded,  but  fortunately 
escaped,  and  was  taken  up  by  the  pinnace.  Captain  Cook 
was  then  the  only  one  remaining  on  the  rock  :  he  was  ob- 
served making  for  the  pinnace,  holding  his  left  hand  against 
the  back  of  his  head,  to  guard  it  from  the  stones,  and  car- 
rying  his  musquet  uiider  thd  other  arm.  An  Indian  was 
seen  following  him,  but  with  caution  and  timidity :  for  he 
stopped  once  or  twice,  as  if  undetermined  to  proceed.  At 
last  he  advanced  upon  him  unawares,  and  with  a  large 
club,  or  common  stake,  gave  him  a  blow  on  the  back  of 
the  head,  and  then  precipitately  retreated.  The  stroke 
seemed  to  have  stunned  captain  Cook :  he  staggered  a  few 
paces,  then  fell  on  his  hand  and  one  knee,  and  dropped 
his  musquet.  As  he  was  rising,  and  before  he  could  reco- 
ver his  feet,  another  Indian  stabbed  him  in  the  back  of  the 
neck  with  an  iron  dagger.  He  then  fell  into  a  bite  of 
water  about  knee  deep,  where  others  crowded  upon  him, 
and  endeavoured  to  keep  him  under  ;  but  struggling  very 
strongly  with  them,  he  got  his  head  up,  and  casting  his 
look  towards  the  pinnace,  seemed  to  solicit  assistance. 
Though  the  boat  was  not  above  five  or  six  yards  distant 
from  him,  yet  from  the  crowded  and  confused  state  of  the 
crew,  it  seems  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  save  him.  The 
Indians  got  him  under  again,  but  in  deeper  water:  he  was, 
however,  able  to  get  his  head  up  once  mpre ;  and  being 
alinost  spent  in  the  struggle,  he  naturally  turned  to  the 
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rock,  and  was  endeavouriog  to  siipiMnrt  hhnself  by  it,  when 
a  savage  gave  him  a  blow  with  a  club,  and  he  was  seen 
alive  no  more.  They  hauled  him  up  lifeless  oh  the  rocks, 
where  they  seemed  to  take  a  savage  pleasure  in  using  every 
barbarity  to  his  dead  body ;  snatching  the  daggers  out  oi 
each  other's  hands,  to  have  the  horrid  satisfaction  of  pierc« 
ing  the  fallen  victim  of  their  barbarous  rage.'' 

Captain  Cook  was  a  married  .man,  and  left  sc^veral  chiU 
dren  behind  him*  On  each  of  these  his  majesty  settled  a 
pension  of  25/.  per  ann.  and  200/.  per  ann.  on  his  widow. 
It  is  remarkable,  if  true,  as  reported,  that  captain  Cook 
was  god-father  to  his  wife ;.  and  at  the  very  time  she  was 
christened,  declared  that.be  had  determined  on  the  union 
which  afterwards  took  place  between  them. 

To  what  we  have  already  said  of  this  circumnavigator, 
we  shall  add  some  extracts  from  the  account  given  «f  his 
Ufe  and  public  services  by  captain  King  :■  '^  He  was  en- 
gaged in  most  of  the  busy  and  active  scenes,  in  North  Ame- 
rica %  yet  be  found  time  to  read  £uclid,  and  supply  the 
deficiencies  of  an  early  education.  Sir  Charles  Saunders, 
at  the  seige  of  Quebec^  committed  to  his  care  services  of 
thie  first  importance.  Lord  Colville  and  sir  Charles  both 
patronized  him ;  and  by  their  recommendation  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  survey  the  gulph  of  St.  Laurence  and  the  coasts 
of  Newfoundland.  The  constitution  of  his  body  was  ro- 
bust, inured  to  labour,  and  capable  of  undergoing  the  se- 
verest hardships.  His  stomach  bore,  without,  difficulty, 
the  coarsest  and  most  ungi:ateful  food.  Indeed,  temper- 
ance in  him  was  scarcely  a  virtue ;  so  great  was  the  indif* 
ference  with  which  he  submitted  to  every  kind  of  self- 
denial.  Tbe  qualities'of  his  mind  were  of  the  same  hardy, 
vigorous  kind  with  those  of  his .  body.  His  courage  was 
cool  and  determined,  and  accompanied  with  an  admirable 
presence  of  mind  in  the  moment  of  danger.  His  manners 
were  pUin  and  unaffected.  His  temper  might  perhaps 
have  been  justly  blameable,  as  subject  to  hastiness  and 
passion,  had  not  these  been  disarmed  by  a  disposition  the 
most  benevolent  and  humane. 

'^  Such  were  the  outlines  of  captain  Cook's  character ; 
but  its  most  distinguishing  feature  was  that  unremitting 
perseverance  in  the  pursuit  of  his  object,  which  was  not 
only  superior  to  the  opposition  of  dangers,  and  the  pres- 
sure of  hardships,  but  even  exempt  from  the  want  of  ordi- 
nary  relaxation.'    Perhaps  no  science  ever  received  greater 
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accessions  from  the  labours  of  a  single  than^  than  geo« 
graphy  has  done  from  those  of  captain  Cook.  In  his  first 
voyage  to  the  South  seas  he  discovered  the  Society  islands  ; 
determined  the  insularity  of  New  Zealand ;  discovered  the 
straits  which  separate  the  two  islands,  and  are  called  after 
his  name ;  and  made  a  complete  survey  of  both.  He  after- 
wards explored  the  eastern  coast  of  New  Holland,  hitherto 
unknown ;  an  extent  of  upwards  of  two  thousand  miles.  In 
his  second  expedition  he  resolved  the  great  problem  of  a 
southern  continent,  having  traversed  that  hemisphere  in 
such  a  manner  as  not  to  leave  a  possibility  of  its  existence, 
unless  near  the  pole,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  navigation. 
During  this  voyage  he  discovered  New  Caledonia,  the 
largest  island  in  the  Southern  Pacific,  except  New  Zealand : 
the  island  of  Geoi^ia ;  and  an  unknown  coast,  which  he 
named  Sandwich  land,  the  Tbul^  of  the  southern  hemi* 
sphere:  and  ha|ang  twice  visited  the  tropical  seas,  he  settled 
the  situations  Of  the  old,  and  made  several  new  disooveries. 
But  the  last  voyage  is  distinguished  above  all  the  rest  by  the 
extent  and  importance  of  its  discoveries.  Besides  several 
smaller  islands  in  the  southern  Pacific,  he  discovered,  to 
the  north  of  the  equinoctial  line,  the  gro\ipe  called  the 
Sandwich  islands ;  which,  from  their  situation  and  produc- 
tions, bid  fairer  for  becoming  an  object  of  consequence  in 
the  system  of  European  navigation,  than  any  other  disco>- 
very  in  the  South  sea.  He  afterwards  explored  what  had 
hitherto  remained  unknown  of  the  western  coast  of  Ame- 
rica, containing  an  extent  of  three  thousand  five  hundred 
miles;  ascertained  the  proximity  of  the  two  great  conti- 
nents of  Asia  and  America ;  passed  the  straits  between 
them,  and  surveyed  the  coast  on  each  side,  to  such  a  height 
of  northern  latitude,  as  to  demonstrate  the  impracticability 
of  a  passage,  in  that  hemisphere,  from  the  Atlantic  into 
the  Pacific  ocean,  either  by  an  eastern  or  a  western  course. 
In  short,  if  we.  except  the  sea  of  Amur,  and  the  Japanese 
archipelago,  which  still  remain  imperfectly  known  to  Eu- 
ropeans, he  has  completed  the  hydrography  of  the  habitable 
globe.''  Captain  King  concludes  his  account  of  this  extra- 
ordinary man,  whose  death  cannot  be  sufficiently  lamented, 
in  the  following  words :  ^'  Having  given  the  most  faithful 
account  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  both  from  my  own 
observation  and  the  relations  of  others,  of  the  death  of  my 
ev.er-bonoured  Ariend,  and  also  of  his  character  and  ser-. 
vices,  I  shall  nowJeave  his  memory  to  the  gratitude  and 


COOK.  203 

ftdmiration  of  posterity ;  accepting  ivith  a  melancholy  sa- 
tisfaction the  honour,  which  the  loss  of  his  has  procured 
me,  of  seeing  my  name  joined  with  his ;  and  of  testifying 
that  affection  and  respect  for  his  memory,  which,  whilst 
lie  lived,  it  was  no  less  my  inclination  than  my  constant 
study  to  shew  him." 

We  cannot  close  this  article  without  giving  a  short  sketch 
of  the  charactersvjof  the  different   writers   by  whom  the 
last  voyage  was  given  to  the  world.   Among  these  we  ought 
to  reckon  the  rev.  Dr.  Douglas,  the  editor,  who,  in  a  grave 
and  dignified  style,  suitable  to  the  sublimity  of  a  journey 
or  voyage  round  the  globe,  has  arranged  the  matter ;  chas- 
tised, no  doubt,  in  some  instances,  the  language  of  our 
circumnavigators;  and  pointed  out  to  the  curious  and  phi- 
losophic eye,  the  benefits  that  have  resulted,  and  may  yet 
result,  from  the  late  discoveries  in  the  great  Pacific  ocean  ; 
and  the  attempt,  though  unsuccessful,  tojexplore  a  north- 
ern passage  from  thence  into  the  Atlantic;     Although  this 
gentleman  has  levelled  down  the  more  striking  peculiarities 
of  the  different  writers  of  these  voyages  into  some  appear- 
ance of  equality,  yet  a  critic  can  discern  in  each  his  proper 
features.     Captain  Cook,  accurate,   minute,  and  severe, 
surveys  every  object  with  a  mathematical  eye,  ever  intent 
to  fix  or  to  discover  some  truth  in  astronomy,  geography^ 
and  navigation.     His  observations  on  men  and  manners, 
and   the  produce  of  countries,  are  not  very  subtle  or  re- 
fined, but  always  sensible  and  judicious.    He  speculates  in 
order  to  establish  facts,  but  does  not  inquire  into  facts  for 
the  airy  purposes  of  speculation.     Captain  King  has  per- 
haps a  greater  versatility  of  genius  than  captain  Cook,  as 
well  as  a  more  lively  fancy,  and  a  greater  variety  and  ex- 
tent of  knowledge.     Agreeably  to  this  character  of  him, 
he  paints  the  scenes  that  fall  under  his^eye,  in  glowing  and 
various  colours.     He  has  less  perhaps  of  the  mathematician 
and  navigator  in  his  composition  than  captain  Cook,  and 
more  of  the  author.     He  himself  seems  conscious  that  this 
is  bis  forte,  and  wields  the  pen  with  alacrity,  with  ease  and 
satisfaction.     The  gleanings  that  were  left  to  his  industry 
by  captain  Cook,  he  seems  too  eager  to  pick  up,  to  dwell 
upon,  and  to  amplify.     Mr.  Anderson  is  superior  to  both 
these  writers  in  variety  of  knowledge,  and  subtlety  and 
siiblimity  of  genius.     He  is  versant  in  languages  ancient 
and  roocfern,  in  mathematics,  in  natural  history,  in  natural 
philosophy,  in  civil  history,  in  the  metaphysics  of  both 
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morality  and  fcheolpgy ;  yet,  as  a  counterbalance  to  these 
briUiaot  qualities  and  endowments,  he  launches  forth  too 
much  into  theory,  and  is,  in  some  instances,  too  little  con* 
strained  by  the  limits  of  fact  and  nature  in  his  speculations. 
He  has  found  the  doctrines  of  the  immortality  and  the  im« 
materiality  of  the  soul  among  nations,  who,  in  all  proba* 
bility,  have  not  terms  to  express  these,  and  very  few  to 
signify  abstracted  ideas  of  any  kind.  A,  quick  imagination 
and  a  subtle  intellect  can  see  any  thing  in  any  subject,  and 
extend  the  ideas  most  familiar  to  themselves  over  the  bound-' 
less  variety  of  the  universe. ' 

COOK  (Benjamin)   Mus.D.  an  eminent  organist  and 
contra-puntist,  in  the  style  of  our  best  ecclesiastical  com<* 
posers,  whom  he  had  studied,  from  Tall  is  to  Crofts,  WeU 
don,  and  Green,  a  very  correct  harmonist  and  good  organ 
player,  but  with  limited  powers  of  invention,  was  organist 
of  Westminster  abbey,  and  on  the  death  of  Kelway  elected 
organist  of  St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields.    He  long  presided  at 
the  Crown  and  Anchor  concert,  which  was  originally  esta- 
blished for  the  preservation  of  the  best  works  of  the  most 
eminent  masters  of  old  times.  It  is  a  curious  circumstance, 
that  at  this  concert  of  ancient  music  Handel  was  regarded 
as  an  innovator,  and  Geminiani  thought  it  an  honour  to  be 
allowed  to  dedicate  his  last  concertos  to  this  society.     Dr. 
Pepuscb,  who  established  and  directed  this  concert  to  the  . 
time  of  his  death,  never  allowed  Handel  any  other  merit 
than  that  of  a  good  practical  musician.  The  irreconcileable 
enmity  between  the  lovers  of  old  and  new  music  became, 
from  the  time  of  this  institution,  as  violent  as  the  rage  be* 
tween  the  champions  of  ancient  and  modern  learning.    Dr. 
Cook,  a  steady  votary  of  the  old  masters,  died  September 
1793.  He  was  the  sou  of  Benjamin  Cook,  who  kept  a  music 
shop  in  New-stjreet,   Covent-garden,  and  who  pubUshed 
by  patent,  among  other  things,  six  concertos  for  violins, 
tenor  and  bass,  by  Alexander  Scarlatti ;  the  chamber  sym- 
phonies of  Porpora,  for  three  instruments ;  and  the  two 
books  of  lessons  by  Domenico  Scarlatti,  in  long  4to,  of 
iyhiph  Rosingrave  was  the  editor.     After  .the  decease  of 
Cook,  Johnson  reprinted  Scarlatti's  lessons,  with  the  same 
title-page  and  the  same  errors  as  had  escaped  correction 
in  the  former  edition .  * 

*  From  the  preceding  Edition  of  this  Dictionary.— See  the  elaborate  account 
in  Bidg.  Brit,  originally  published  by  Dr.  Kippis  in  a  4ito  volun^e/ 
s  Dr.  Buraey,  in  Ben'j  Cydopaedia. 
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COOK  (Henry)  an  English  artist,  was  born  in  1642, 
Having  a  taste  for  historical  painting,  he  travelled  to  Italy 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  himself  in  this  branch  of  the 
arty  and  studied  under  Salvator  Rosa ;  but,  on  his  return 
to  England,  met  with  so  little  encouragement,  that  for 
many  y^ars  he  remained  in  want  and  obscurity,  and  at  last 
was  obliged  to  fly  for  a  murder  which  he  committed  on  a 
person  who  courted  one  of  his  mistresses.  On  his  return, 
when  this  affair  was  forgot,  his  taledts  gained  him  notice, 
and  be  was  employed  by  king  William  to  repair  his  car- 
toons ;  be  likewise  finished  the  equestrian  portrait  of 
Charles  II.  at  Chelsea  college,  painted  the  choir  of  New 
College  chapel,  Oxford,  ais  it  stood  before  the  late  repairs, 
and  the  staircase  at  Ranelagh  house,  besides  many  other 
works  mentioned  by  lord  Orford.  He  is  also  said  to  hava 
tried  portrait  painting,  but  to  have  given  it  up,  disgusted 
with  the  caprices  of  those  who  sat  to  him.  He  died  ISth 
Nov.  1700.* 

COOKE  (Sir  Anthony),  preceptor  to  Edward  VI.  was 
born  at  Giddy,  or  Gidding-ball,  in  Essex,  about  1 506,  and 
descended  ftom  sir  Thomas  Cooke,  mayor  of  London.  He 
was  educated  probably  at  Cambridge,  as  Wood  makes  no 
mention  of  him.  However,  be  was  such  an  eminent  master 
of  the  whole  circle  of  arts,  of  such  singular  piety  and  good* 
ness,  of  such  uncommon  prudence  in  the  management  of 
his  own  family,  that  those  noble  persons  who  had  the  charge 
of  king  Edward  appointed  him  to  instruct  that  prince  in 
learning,  and  to  form  his  manners.  He  lived  in  exile  during 
the  persecution  of  Mary,  but  after  Elizabeth's  accession 
returned  home,  and  spent;  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
peace  and  honour,  at  Giddy-hall,  where  he  died  in  1576. 
He  was,  if  Lloj'd  may  be  credited,  naturally  of  a  reserved 
temper,  and  took  more  pleasure  to  breed  up  statesmen 
than  to  be  one.  ^^  Contemplation  was  his  soul,  privacy  his 
|ife,  and  discourse  his  element :  business  was  his  purgatory, 
and  publicness  his  torment."  To  which  may  be  added 
what  king  Edward  VI.  used  to  say  of  his  tutors,  that 
Rodolph,  the  German,  spake  honestly.  Sir  John  Cbeke 
talked  merrily.  Dr.  Cox  solidly,  and  sir  Anthony  Cooke 
weighingly. 

Several  ingenious  sayings  of  his  are  recorded;  parti- 
cularly the  following :    "  That  there  were  three  objects, 

^        '  WalpoU's  Anecdotes.— Noble's  Continuation  of  Granger,  vol.  I, 
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before  whom  he  could  not  do  amiss;  bis  princey  bis  con-* 
science,  and  his  children."  This  facetious  story  is  like- 
wise related  of  him  : — **  A  Sussex  knight,  having  spent  a' 
great  estate  at  court,  and  reduced  himself  to  one  park  and 
a  fine  bouse  in  it,  was  yet  ambitious  to  entertain  the  king 
(Edward  VI.)  For  that  purpose  he  new  painted  his  gates, 
with  a  coat  of  arms  and  this  motto  over  them,  in  large  golden 
letters,  oia  vanitas.  Sir  Anthony  offering  to  read  it,  de- 
sired to  know  of  the  gentleman  what  he  meant  by  oia,  who 
told  him  it  stood  for  omnia*  **  I  wonder,**  replied  he, 
<*  that,  having  made  your  omnia  so  little  as  you  have,  you 
should  yet  make  your  vanitas  so  large." 

Sir  Anthony  Cooke  was  peculiarly  happy  in  his  four 
daughters^  who  made  so  distinguished  a  figure  among  the 
literary  ladies  of  the  period  in  which  they  lived,  and  were 
otherwise  so  eminent  in  situation  and  character,  as  to  re- 
quire some  notice  in  a  work  of  this  description. 

Mildred,  the  eldest  of  these  daughters,  we  mentioned 
in  the  article  of  William  Cecil,  lord  Burleigh,  remarking 
that  she  was  long  the  faithful  wife  of  that  great  Statesman  ; 
that  she  was  learned  in  the  Greek  tongue,  and  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  the  University  of  Cambridge  in  that  language ;  that 
she  was  a  patroness  of  literature ;  and  that  she  was  distin- 
guished by  her  numerous  charities.  To  this  we  may  now 
add,  that  her  preceptor  was  Mr.  Lawrence,  an  eminent 
Grecian  ;  and  she  fully  answered  the  care  and  pains  that 
were  taken  in  her  education  :  but  her  reading;  was  not  con- 
fined  to  the  classic  writers  of  Greece  only,  but  extended, 
likewise,  to  the  ancient  Christian  fathers^  particularly 
Basil,  Cyril,  Chrysostom,  and  Gregory  Nazianz^n.  A 
piece  of  Saint  Chrysostom's  was  translated  by  her,  from 
the  original,  into  the  English  language.  It  was  on  the  2 1st 
of  December,  1546,  and  in  the  20th  year  of  her  age,  that 
she  was  married  to  sir  William  Cecil.  Her  death,  as  w6 
have  seen  in  her  husband^s  article,  was  on  the  4th  of  April, 
1589.  She  had  an  admirable  understanding,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  a  good  politician.  Nor  is  this  at  all  surprising, 
considering  her  intellectual  powers,  and  that,  for  more  than 
forty  and  two  years,  she  was  the  wife  of  such  an  illustrious 
statesman,  as  Lord  Burleigh.  As  an  evidence  of  her  poli- 
tical talents,  Mr.  Ballard  has  produced  a  letter  written  by 
her,  on  the  26th  of  October,  1573,  to  sir  William  FitE- 
williams,  at  that  time  lord  deputy  of  Ireland.  The  letter 
contains  some  excellent  advice  i  and  shews,  that  she  v^tis 
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not  only  a  woman  of  great  good  sense,  but  well  acquainted 
with  the  world.  Five  days  after  her  decease,  lord  Burleigh 
wrote  what  he  calls  a  meditation  on  the  death  of  his  lady, 
which  contains  several  farther  particulars  concerning  her, 
and  is  a  striking  testimony  of  his  affection  to  her  memory. 

Of  Anne,  the  second  daughter — See  BACON,  Anne. 

EuzABETH,  third  daughter  of  sir  Anthony  Cooke,  was 
bom  about  the  year  1529,  and  having  enjoyed  the  same 
liberal  education  which  was  bestowed  upon  her  sisters,  was 
equally  happy  in  improving  it,  and  gained  the  applause  of 
the  most  eminent  scholars  of  the  age.     It  was  observed  by 
sir  John  Harrington,  that  if  Madam  Vittoria,  an  Italian 
lady,  deserved  to  hav^  her  name  celebrated  and  transmitted 
to  posterity  by  Ariosto,  for  writing  some  Verses,  in  the 
manner  of  an  epitaph,  upon  her  husband,  after  his  decease; 
no  less  commendation  was  due  to  the  lady  before  us,  who  \ 
did  as  much  and  more,  not  only  for  two  husbands,  but  for 
her   son,    daughter,    brother,    sister,    and  venerable  old 
friend  Mr.  Noke  of  Shottesbrooke,  in  the  Greek,  Latin, 
and  English  tongues.     She  was  married,  first,  to  sir  Tho- 
mas  Hobby,  and  accompanied  him  to  France,  when  he 
went  there. as  ambassador  from  queen  Elizabeth,  and  died 
there  July  13,  1566.     His  disconsolate  lady  having  erected 
a  chapel  in  the  chancel  of  the  church  at  Btsbam,  in  Berk- 
shire, carefully  deposited  the  remains  of  her  husband,  and 
of  his  brottier,  sir  Philip  Hobby,  in  one  tomb  together, 
which  she  adorned  with  large  inscriptions,  in  Latin  and 
English  verse,  of  her  own  composition.     She  had  by  sir 
Thomas  Hobby  four  children,  Edward,  Elizabeth,  Anne, 
and  Thomas  Posthumus:     It  does  not  appear  that  she  had 
great  comfort  in  either  of  her  sons  ;  and  the  youngest  in 
particular,  as  is  manifest  from  a  letter  written  by  her  to 
lord  treasurer  Burleigh,  was  guilty  of  such  extravagancies 
and  undutifulness,  as  gave  her  much  uneasiness.     It  is  evi- 
dent, from  the  letter,  that  she  was  a  woman  of  uncommon 
spirit  and  sense,  and  an  excellent  economist.     Some  years 
after  the  decease  of  sir  Thomas  Hobby,  she  married  John, 
lord  Russel,  son  and  heir  to  Francis  Russel,  earl  of  Bed- 
ford.    Her  husband  dying  before  his  father,  in- the  year 
<I584,    was  buried  in  the  abbey  church  of  Westminster, 
where  theVe  is  a  noble  monument  erected  to  his  memory, 
and  embellished   with  inscriptions   in  Greek,   Latin,  and 
English,  by  this  his  surviving  lady.    Her  children,  by  John 
lord  Riissei,  were  one  son,  who  died  young  io  1580,  and 
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t«n>  daughters,  Anne  and  Elizabeth.  The  last  of  them  snr- 
viyed  her  father  but  a  little  tirne^  and  is  said  to  have  bled 
to  death  by  the  prick  of  a  needle  in  the  forefinger  of  her 
left  hand.  This  story  has  been  supported  by  the  figure 
placed  on  her  monument,  which  is  in  the  same  grate  with 
that  of  her  father ;  where,  on  a  pedestal  of  black  and  white 
marble  made  column-wise,  in  imitation  of  a  Roman  altar, 
may  be  seen  the  statue  of  a  young  lady  seated  in  a  most 
curiously-wrought  osier  chair,  of  the  finest  polished  ala- 
baster, in  a  very  melancholy  posture,  inclining  her  head 
to  the  rieht  hand,  and  with  the  forefinger  of  her  left  only 
extended  downwards,  to  direct  us  to  behold  the  death*s 
head  underneath  her  feet,  and,  as  the  tradition  goes,  to 
signify  the  disaster  that  brought  her  to  her  end.  Mr.  BaU 
lard  thinks,  that  if  the  fact  be  true,  it  must  be  attributed 
to  some  gangrene,  or  other  dangerous  symptom,  occa- 
sioned perhaps  at  first  by  the  pricking  of  an  artery  or  nerve, 
which  at  last  brought  her  to  the  grave.  The  matter,  how- 
ever, does  not  deserve  to  be  reasoned  upon ;  being,  in 
truth',  no  other  than  an  idle  and  groundless  tale,  which 
very  well  answers  the  purpose  of  amusing  the  crowd  who 
go  to  visit  the  tombs  in  the  Abbey. 

Lady  Russel  translated  out  of  French  into  English  a  tract 
entitled,  *^  A  way  of  rec<Hiciliation  of  a  good  and  learned 
man,  touching  the  true  nature  and  substance  of  the  body 
and  blood  of  Christ  in  the  Sacrament.'*  This  work  was 
printed  in  1605,  and  is  dedicated  to  her  only  daughter, 
Anne  Herbert,  wife  to  Henry  lord  Herbert,  son  and  heir 
to  Edward  earl  of  Worcester. 

The  time  of  lady  Russel's  death  has  not  been  ascertained. 
In  a  letter  written  by  her  to  sir  Robert  Cecil,  without  date,  , 
shecompiains.of  her  bad  health  and  infirmities,  and  meor 
tions  her  having  cornpleated  sixty-eight  years.  She  seems 
to  have  been  buried  at  Bisham,  in  Berks,  neslr  the  remains 
of  her  first  husband,  and  in  the  chapel  which  she  herself 
had  founded.  From  Birches  Memoirs  of  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  it  appears  that  lady  Russel  interested  herself  in 
the  concerns  of  her  nephew  Anthony  Bacon,  and  endea«* 
voured  to  do  him  service  with  the  lord  treasurer  Burleigh. 
In  that  work  there  are  some  extracts  from  two  of  her  letters 
upon  this  occasion,  and  a  long  account  of  a  curious  con^^ 
versation  which  she  bad  with  her  nephew,  relative  to  the 
disputes  between  him  and  the  treasurer.  The, fact  was,  that 
lord  Burleigh  w^s  dissatisfied  with  the  connections  both  of 
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Mr.  Anthony  and  Mn  Francis  Bacon,  and  especially  wittr 
t^h^ir.  attachment  to  the  Earl  of  E^sex,  and  on  these  accounts. 
YfSiS  not  favourable  to  their  promotion. 

KATHfiRTN£,  the  fourth  daughter  of  sir  Anthony  Cooke,  wat^ 
l^orn  about  the  year  1 530,  and  like  her  sisters  became  famous 
for  her  knowledge  in  the  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin  tongues^ 
and  for  her  skill  in  poetry.  A  9hort  specimen  of  her  talent  in 
that  art  has  been  preserved  by  sir  John  Harrington  and  Dr. 
Thpmas  Fuller ;  but  there  is  some  difficulty  in  determining 
the  occasion  upon  which  the  verses  were  written.  Sir  Joha 
Harrington  says>  that  her  design  in  writing  them  was  to 
get  a  kinsman  of  hers  sent  to  Cornwall,  where  she  inha«. 
bited,  and  to  prevent  his  going  beyond  sea.  Mr.  Phillips, 
in  bis  **  Theatrum  Poetarum,*'  asserts  that  it  was  her- 
lover.  Dr.  Fuller,  however,  with  greater  appearance  of 
reason,  informs  us,  that  her  husband  being  designed  by* 
queen  Elizabeth  ambassador  to  France  in  troublesome 
times,  when  the  employment,  always  difficult,  was  then* 
apparently  dangerous,  his  lady  wrote  these  lines  to  her, 
lister  Mildred  Cecil,  to  engage  her  interest  with  lord  Bur* 
leigh  for  preventing  the  appointment. 

The  person  to  whom  Katherine  Cooke  was  married  was 
Hfsory  Killegrew,  esq.  a  gentleman  of  good  abilities,  and, 
who,  for  the  services  he  performed  to  his  country  in  the. 
quality  of  an  ambassador,  was  afterwards  knighted.  It 
should  seem,  therefore,  that  if  Fuller  be  right  in  the  account 
.  he  has  given  of  .the  purpose  of  the  preceding  verses,  the 
fair  author  did  not  obtain  her  request.  Sir  Henry  was 
living  in  great  .esteem,  in  the  year  1602  ;  and  it  appears, 
from  her  father's  will,  that  Lady  killegrew  was  alive  on  the 
92d  of  May,  1576.  She  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the. 
church  of  Sl  Thomas  the  Apostle,  in  Vintry-yard,  London, 
where  is  an  elegant  monument  erected  to  her  memory,  ou 
which  is  a  |>ious  Latin  inscription,  composed  by  herself. 

The  death  of  lady  Killegrew  was  lamented  in  various: 
epitaphs.  Her  sister,  lady  Russei,  wrote  one,  ps^rtly  in 
Greek  and  partly  in  Latin  verse.  Three  others,  in  Latin 
verse,  were  written  by  Robert  Mason  Forman,  minister  of 
the  reformed  French  church  in  London,  by  Andrew  Mel- 
vin,  and  by  William  Cha,rk.  Such  of  our  readers  as  are 
curious  to  see  these  productioi^s,  may  find  them  in  Ballard. 

It  is  generally  understood  that  sir  Anthony  Cooke  had; 
only  four  daughters ;  but  there  is  some  reaton  to  believe 
that  he  had,  at  least,  one  more*     Camden,  Fuller,  Lloyd, 
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Bbbiin,  and  Strype,  concur  in  mentioning  a  fifth  daughter, 
whose  name,  they  say,  is  lost.  Nevertheless,  they  all 
observe  that  she  was  married  to  sir  Ralph  Rowlet ;  but  this 
seems  doubtful.  ^ 

COOKE  (Thomas),  a  poet  and  miscellaneous  writer^ 
was  born  at  Braintree  in  Essex,  in  1703  or  1703,  where 
bis  father  was  an  inn-keeper,  and  as  Pope  used  to  say,  a 
Muggletonian.     He  was  educated  at  Felsted  school,  where 
he  made  considerable  proficiency,  but  how  long  he  re- 
mained here,  or  what  was  his  destination  in  life  is  not 
known.    For  some  time  he  appears  to  have  been  domesti- 
cated in  the  family  of  lord  Pembroke,  who  died  in  1733, 
and  who  probably  suggested  to  him  a  translation  of  Hesiod, 
CD  which  his  lordship  contributed  some  notes.     Before  this 
nobleman's  death,  he  came  to  London  in  1722,  and  be- 
came a  writer  by  profession,  and  a  strenuous  supporter 
of  revolution-principles,  which  formed  a  bond  of  union 
between  him  and  Tickell,  Philips,  Welsted,  Steele,  Deqnis, 
and  others,  whose  political  opinions  agreed  with  his  own. 
He  wrote  in  som^  of  the  weekly  journals  of  the  time,  and 
was  considered  as  a  man  of  learning  and  abilities.     He  is 
supposed  to  have  attacked  Pope  from  political  principles, 
but  it  is  fully  as  probable,  that,  as  he  was  a  good  Greek 
scholar,  he  wished  to  derive  some  reputation  from  proving 
that  Pope,  in  his  translation  of  Homer,  was  deficient  in* 
that  language.     In  1725   he  published  a  poem  entitled 
«  The  Battle  of  the  Poets,*'  in  which  Pope,  Swift,  and 
some  others  were  treated  with  much  freedom ;  and  trans« 
lated  and  published  in  the  Daily  Journal,  1727,  the  episode 
of  Thersites,  from  the  second  book  of  the  Iliad,  to  show 
how  much  Pope  had  mistaken  his  author.     For  this  attack 
Pope  gave  him  a  place  in  the  '*  Dunciad/'  and  notices 
him  with  equal  contempt  i^  his  Epistle  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot. 
In  a  note  l&ewise  he  informs  us  th&t  Cooke  ^^  wrote  letters 
at  the  same  time  to  him,  protesting  his  innocence  ;*'  but 
Cookers  late  biographer,  sir  Joseph  Mawbey,  is  inclined 
to  doubt  this,  and  rather  to  believe  diat  he  was  regardless 
of  Pope's  enmity.     In  a  subsequent  edition  of  <<  The  Bat- 
tle of  the  Poets''  Cooke  notices  the  Dunciad  with  be-- 
coming  ipirit,  and  speaks  with  little  respect  of  Pope's 
'^  philosophy  or  dignity  of  mind,  who  could  be  provoked 
by  what  a  boy  -writ  concerning  his  translation  of  Horner^ 

tad  in  verses  which  gave  no  long  promise  of  duration.'* 

> 
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'  In  1725  or  172f?,  Cooke  published  <^The  Knfghts  of 
theBa^,'^  and  **  Philander  and  Cydippe/'  both  poetical 
tales;  and  several  other  pieces  of  poetry  ;  the  foroier  evi« 
dently  meant  to  attract  the  public  attention,  on  the  revivaU 
about  that  time,  of  the  order  of  the  Bath.  He  wrote  soon 
after  <<  The  Triumphs  of  Love  and'Honour/'  a  play ;  <<The 
Ennnch/'  a  farce ;  and  *^  The  Mournful  Nuptials,"  a  tra* 
gedy^  all  performed  at  Drnry-lane  theatre,  but  wit^  little 
suecess..  In  1726  he  published  an  account  of  the  **  Life^ 
and  Wrkings  of  Andrew  Marvell,  esq.^'  prefixed  to  an 
edition  of  the  poetical  works  of  that  celebrated  politician, 
2  vols.  12mo,  and  in  1728  his  translation  of  ^<  Hesiod.^* 
In  1734  he  published  an  edition  of  Terence,  with  an  £ng« 
lish  translation,  3  vols.  12 mo,  and  in  1737  ^' A  Transla- 
tion o£  Cicero  on  the  Nature  of  the  Gods,''  with  philoso^ 
pbical,  crrtical,  and  explanatory  notes,  to  which  i^  added 
an  examination  into  the  astronoiAy  of  the  ancients,  8vo. 
In  1741  he  encreased  his  clas^cal  reputation  by  an  edition 
of  Virgil,  with  an  interpretation  in  Latin,  and  notes  in 
English.  In  1742  be  published  a  volume  of  his  original 
*^  Poems,"  with  imitations  and  translations,  and  in  17^6 
undertook  a  new  edition  and  translation  of  Plautus,  by 
subscription.  Of  this  he  produced  in  1754  the  first  vo« 
kime,  containing  a  dissertation  on  the  life  of  Plautus,  and 
a  translation  of  the  comedy  of  Amphitryon,  but  although 
bis  list  of  subscribers  was  very  copious,  and  he  went  on  ^ 
receiving  more^,  he  never  completed  the  work. 

He  was  always,  however,  employing  his  pen  on  tem*- 
porary  subjects,  eithec  in  poems  or  pamphlets,  and  for  . 
^ome  time  was  concerned  in  the  political  paper  established 
in  dpposition  to  sir  Robert  Walpole,  entitled  '^The 
Craftsman  ;*'  and  at  one  time,  in  1748,  was  apprehended 
for  some  libel  against  the  government,  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  a  ptosecution  followed.  Duting  his  latter  years 
he  published  a  variety  of  single  pdems,  which  it  would  be 
anneeessary  to  enumerate,  more  particularly  as  th^y  have 
been  long  consigned  to  oblivion  ;  and  hd  also  contributed 
songs  and  ballads  for  Vapxhall,  long  ihe  Parnassus  of  the 
minor  poets.     In  1756  Dr.  Leonard  Howard,  rector  of  St. 

*  Dr.  Joboson,  Myi  Boswell  in  btf  in  subscriptions ;  »nd  that  be  presented 

"  Jonrnal  of  a  Tour,  &c."  told  us  of  Foote  to  a  club  in  the  following  singu** 

Cooke«   who  translated  He^iod,    and  larmanner:  "This  is  the  nephew  of  tbe  . 

Ilyed  twenty  years  on  a  translation  of  gentleman   who  was  lately    hung  ija 

Plautus,  for  which  he  was  always  taking  chains  for  murdning  his  brother." 

P  2 


218  COOKE. 

George^s,  Soutfawark,  published  a  collection  of  Ancient 
I.<etterS|  in  2  vols.  4to,  but  as  he  had  not  materials  to  fill 
up  the  second^  Coolce,  who  was  his  intimate  friend,  gave 
him  many  letters  from  his  correspondents,  and  some  pieces 
of  poetry,  with  which  Howard  completed  this  strange 
jumble.  The  letters,  however,  are  in  some  respects  ^amu« 
sing,  and  show  that  Cooke  was  complimented  at  least,  by 
some  persons  of  eminence,  although  probably  not  much 
respected.  Sir  Joseph  Mawbey  had  a  tragedy  of  his  en- 
titled <'  Germanicus,''  which  Garrick  refused,  and  three 
folio  volumes  of  his  MSS.  His  residence  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  was  at  LJEimbeth,  in  a  small  and  insignificaht'house 
and  garden,  of  which  he  used  to  speak  with  great  pomp, 
and  where  he  died  Dec.  20,  1756,  in  great  poverty.  He 
was  buried  by  a  subscription  among  a  few  friends,  who  also 
contributed  to  the  support  of  his  widow  and  daughter, 
neither  of  whom  survived  long.  His  biographer*s  account 
of  his  morals  and  religious  principles  is  not  very  favourable^ 
but  it  is  unniecessary  to  dwell  longer  on  the  merits  of  an 
author  whds^  productions  it  would,  perhaps,  be  impossible 
to  revive.  * 

COOPER  (Anthony  Ashley),  earl  of  Shaftesbury,  an 
eminent  statesman  of  very  dubious  character,  was  son  of 
sir  John  Cooper,  of  Hockborn  in  the  county  of  Sbuthamp- 
ton,  hart  by  Anne,  daughter.  ^^  sir  Anth6ny  Asbley  of  Win* 
borne  St.  Giles  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  hart  where  he 
was  born  July  22,  1G2  i.  Being  a  boy  of  uncommon  parts,, 
he  was  sent  to  Oxford  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  admitted 
a. gentleman  commoner  of  Exeter  college,  under  Dr.  John 
Prideaux,  the  rector  of  it.  He  is  said  to  have  studied  hard 
there  for  about  two  years ;  and  then  removed  to  Lincoln's 
inn,  where  he  applied  himself  with  great  vigour  to  the  law^ 
and  especially  that  part  of  it  which  related  to  the  constitU'* 
tion  of  the  kingdom.  He  was  elected  for  Tewksbury  in, 
Gloucestershire,  in  the  parliament  which  met  at  West* 
minster,  April  13,  1640,.  but  was  soon  dissolved.  He  seems 
to  have  been  well  affected  to  the  king's  service  at  the  be« 
glnning  of  the  civil  war :  for  he  repaired,  to  the  king  at. 
Oxford,  offered  his  assistance,'  and  projected  a  scheme^u 
not  for  subduing  or  conquering  his  country,  but  for  re-*^ 
ducing  such  as  had  either  deserted  or  mistaken  their  duty 

1  Life,  by  sir  Jr.  Mawbey,  in  Gent.  M«g.  rol.  LSI.  LXIT.  and  LXVII.^ 
Biog.  pramatica.— -Bowles's  Edition  of  Pope's  Works. — Lysons's  Environs^  vol.  I* 
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to  his  majesty's  obedience.  He  was  after>vards  invited  to 
Oxford  by  a  letter  from  his  majesty;  but,  perceiving  that 
he  was  not  in  confidence,  that  his  behaviour  was  disliked^ 
and  his  person  in  danger,  he  retired  into  the  parliament 
quarters,  and  soon  after  went  up  to  London,  where  he  was 
well  received  by  that  party  :  "  to  which,"  says  Clarendon^ 
^*  he  gave  himself  up  body  and  soul."  He  accepted  a 
commission  from  the  parliament ;  and,  raising  forces,  took 
Wareham  by  storm,  October  1644,  and  sopn  after  reduced 
all  the  adjacent  parts  of  Dorsetshire.  This,  and  some  o^er 
actions  of  the  same  nature,  induced  the  above-mentioned 
historian  to  say  that  he  ^'  became  an  implacable  enemy  tQ 
the  royal  family."  The  next  year  he  was  sheriff  of  Wilt- 
shire. In  1651  he  was  of  the  committee  of  twenty,  ap- 
pointed to  consider  of  ways  and  means  for  reforming  the 
law.  He  was  also  one  of  the  members  of  the  convention 
that  met  after  Cromwell  had  turned  out  the  long  parlia- 
ment. He  was  again  a  member  of  parliament  in  1654,  and 
one  of  the  principal  persons  who  signed  that  famous  pro- 
testation, charging  the  protector  with  tyranny  and  arbitrary 
government ;  and  he  always  opposed  the  illegal  measures 
of  that  usurper  to  the  utmost.  When  the  protector  Richard 
was  deposed,  and  the  Rump  came  again  into  power,  they 
nominated  sir  Anthony  one  of  their  council  of  state,  and  a 
commissioner  for  managing  the  army.  He  was  at  that  very 
time  engaged  in  a  secret  correspondence  with  the  friends 
of  Charles  II.  and  greatly  instrumental  in  promoting  his 
restoration  ;  which  brought  him  into  peril  of  his  life  with 
the  powers  then  in  being.  He  was  returned  a  member  for 
Dorsetshire,  in  that  which  was  called  the  healing  parlia- 
ment, which  sat  in  April  1660 ;  and  a  resolution  being 
taken  to  restore  the  constitution,  he  was  named  one  of  the 
twelve  members  of  the  house  of  commons  to  carry  their 
invitation  io  the  king.  It  was  in  performing  this  service 
that  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  overturned  in  a  carriage 
upon  a  Dutch  road^  by  wdiich  he  received  a  dangerous 
wound  between  the  ribs,  which  ulcerated  many  years  after, 
and  was  opened  wh^n  he  was  chancellor. 

Upon  the  king's  coming  over  be  was  sworn  of  his  ma- 
jesty's most  honourable  privy-council.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  commissioners  for  the  trial  of  the  regicides ;  and  though 
the  Oxford  historian  is  very  severe  on  him  on  this  occasion, 
yet  his  advocates  are  ^ery  desirous  of  proving  that  he  was 
not  any  way  concerned  in  betraying  or  sheddit^g  the  blood 
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of  bis  sovereign.     By  letters  patent,  dated  April  20, 1661:, 
he  was  created  barou  Asbley  of  Winborne  St  Giles ;  sooa 
after  made  chancellor  and  under-treasurer  of  the  excbe^* 
quer,  and  then  one  of  the  lords  cotnoaissioaers  for  exe* 
cuting  the  ofEce  of  high-treasurer.     He  was  afterwards 
made  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Dorset ;  and,  April 
23,  1672,  created  baron  Cooper  of  Pawlet  in  the  county  of 
6proerset,  and  earl  of  Shaftesbury.     NoveonbeK  4  follow** 
sng,  he  was  raised  to  the  post  of  lord  high  chancellor  of 
England.     He  shone  particularly  in  his  speeches  in  par- 
liament ;  and,  if  we  judge  only  from  those  which  he  made 
upon  swearing  in  the  treasurer  Clifford,  his  successor  sir 
Thomas  Osborne,  and  baron  Thurland,  we  must  conclude 
him  to  have  been  a  very  accomplished  orator.     The  short 
time  he  was  at  the  helm  was  a  season  of  storms  and  tem*- 
pests ;  and  it  is  but  doing  him  justice  to  say  that  they 
could  not  either  affright  or  distract  him.  November  9,  1673, 
be  resigned  the  great  seal  under  very  singular  circum- 
stances.    Soon  after  the  breaking  up  of  the  parliament,  as 
£chard  relates,  the  eari  was  sent  for  on  Sunday  morning 
to  court ;  as  was  also  sir  Heneage  Finch,  attorney^generai, 
to  .whom  the  seals  were  promised.     As  soon  as  the  earl 
came  he  retired  with  the  king  into  the  closet,  while  the 
prevailing  party  waited  in  triumph  to  see  him  return  with- 
out the  purse.     His  lordship  being  alone  with  the  king, 
said,  *^  Sir,  I  Inow  you  intend  to  give  the  seals  to  the  at- 
torney-^gen^ral,  but  I  am  sure  your  majesty  never  intended 
to  dismiss  me  with  contempt."     The  King,  who  could  not 
do  an  ill-natured  thing,  replied,  ^^  Gods  fish,  my  lord,  I 
will  not  do  it  with  any  circumstance  that  may*  look  like  an 
aftiroiit.'*     "Then,  sir,"  said  the  earl,  "  I  desire  your  ma* 
jesty  will  permit  me  to  carry  the  seals  before  you  to  cha- 
pel, and  send  for  them  afterwards  from  my  house."     To 
this  his  majesty  rea^lily  consented ;  and  the  earl  enter- 
tained the  king  with  news  and  diverting  stories  till  the  very 
minute  he  was  to  go  to  chapel,  pur|>osely  to  amuse  the 
courtiers  and  his  successos,  who  he  believed  was  upontlMS 
rack  for  fear  he  should  prevail  upon  the  king  to  change 
his  mind.     The  king  and  the  earl  came  out  of  the  closet 
talking  together  and  smiling,  and  went  together  to  chapel, 
which  greatly  surprised  them  all:  and  some  ran  imme-* 
d lately  to  tell  the  dukex)f  York,  that  all  his  measures  were 
broken.    After  sermon  the  earl  went  home  with  the  seab^ 


COOPER.  215 

and  that  evening  the  king  gave  them  to  the  a^rney- 
general. 

After  be  bad  thus  quitted  the  courts  be  coqtinued  to 
make  a  great  figure  in  parliament :  bis  abilities  enable^ 
him  to  shiue,  and  he  was  not  of  a  nature  to  rest.    In  1675, 
the  treasurer,  Danby,  introduced  the  test-bill  into  the 
house  of  lords,  which  was  vigorously  opposed  by  the  earl 
I  of  Shaftesbury;  who,  if  .we  may  believe  Burnet,  distio- 
guished  himself  more  in  this  session  than  ever  be  Jbad  done 
before.    This  dispute  occasioned  a  prorogation ;  and  there 
ensued  a  recess  of  fifteen  months.     When  the  parliamexit 
met  again,  Feb.  16,  1677,  the  duke  of  Buckingham  ar» 
gued,  that  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  dissolved :  the  earl 
of  Shaftesbury  was  of  the  same  opinion,  and  maintained  it 
with  so  much  warmth,  that,  together  with  the  d;ike  before 
mentioned,  the  earl  of  Salisbury,  and  the  lord  Whartpn^ 
he  was  sent  to  the  Tower,  where  he  continued  thirteea 
months,  though  the  other  lords,  upon  their  submission, 
were  immediately  discharged.    When  be  was  set  at  liberty 
be  conducted  the  opposition  to  the  earl  of  Danby's  admir 
nistration  with  such  vigour  and  dexterity,  that  it  was  found 
impossible  to  do  any  thing  effectually  in  parliament,  with* 
out  changing  the  system  which  then  prevailed.  ^The  king, 
who  desired  nothing  so  much  as  to  be  easy,  resolved  to 
make  a  change ;  dismissed  all  the  privy»council  at  once, 
and  formed  a  new  one.  This  was  declarai  i4)ril  21,  1679 ; 
and  at  the  same  time  the  earl  of  Shaftesbury  was  appointed 
lord  presitfeut     He  did  not  hpld  this  employment  longer 
than  October  jtbe  fifth  following.   He  bad  drawn  upon  him* 
self  the  implacable  hatred  of  t^  duke  of  York,  by  sttodily 
promoting,  if  not  originally  inventing,  the  project  of  an 
exclusion  bill :  aad  therefore  the  duke*s  party  was  con* 
stantly  at  work  against  him.     Upon  the  king's  summoning 
a  parliament  to  meet  at  Osford,  March  21, 1681)  he  joined 
with  several  lords  in  a  petition  to  prevent  its  meeting  there, 
which,  however,  failed  of  success.     He  was  present  at  that 
parliament,  and  strenuoufily  supported  the  exclusion  bill : 
but  the.  duke  sooa  contrived  to  make  him  feel  the  weight 
of  bis  res^ntme&t.    For  bis  lordship  was  apfMrebended  for 
high  treason,  July  2,  1681 ;  and,  after  being  examined  by 
bis  majesty  in  council,  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  where' 
he  remaned  upwards  of  four  months.     He  was  at  length  ' 
tried,  acquitted,  and  discharged  i  yet  did  Qot  think  him* 
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self  safoi  as  bis  enemies  were  now  in  the  zenith  of  their 
power.  He  thought  it  high  time  therefore  to  seek  for 
some  place  of  retirement,  where^  being  out  of  their  reach, 
be  might  wear  out  the  small  remainder  of  his  life  in  peace. 
It  was  with  this  view,  November  16S2,  he  embarked  for 
-  Holland;  and  arriving  safely  at  Amsterdam,  after  a  dan* 
gerous  voyage,  he  took  a  house  there,  proposing  to  live  in 
a  manner  suitable  to  his  quality.  He  was  visited  by  per- 
sons of  the  first  distinction,  and  treated  with  all  the  defer* 
ence  and  respect  he  could  desire.  But  being  soon  seized 
by  his  old  distemper,  the  gout,  it  immediately  flew  into  his 
stomach,  and  became  mortal,  so  that  he  expired  Jan.  22^ 
1683,  in  his  62d  year.  His  body  was  transported  to  Eng- 
land, and  interred  with  his  ancestors  at  Wiriborne ;  and  in 
1732,  ^a  noble  monument,  with  a  large  inscription,  was 
erected  by  Anthony  earl  of  Shaftesbury,  his  great  grand* 
son. 

It  was  perhaps  lord  Shaftesbury^s  misfortune,  that  those 
who  were  angry  with  him,  have  transmitted  to  posterity 
the  history  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  of  that  go- 
vernment in  which  he  had  so  large  a  share.  Marchmont 
Needham  published  a  severe  pamphlet  against  him,  'en« 
titled  '^  A  packet  of  advices  and  animadversions,  sent  from  . 
London  to  the  men  of  Shaftesbury,  which  is  of  use  for  all 
bis  majesty's  subjects  in  the  three  kingdoms,*'  Lend.  1676; 
and  much  of  it  is  transferred  verbatim  into  the  account 
given  of  him  by  the  Oxford  historian.  He  was  also  re- 
presented as  having  had  the  vanity  to  expect  to  be  chosen 
king  of  Poland  ;  and  this  made  way  for  calling  bim  count 
Tapsky,  alluding  to  the  tap,  which  had  been  applied  upon 
the  breaking  out  of  the  ulcer  between  his  ribs,  when  he 
was  chancellor.  It  was  also  a  standing  jest  with  the  lower 
form  of  wits,  to  style  liim  Shiftsbury  instead  of  Shaftes- 
bury. The  author  who  relates  this,  tells  us  also,  that  when 
he  was  chancellor,  one  sir  Paul  Neal  watered  his  mares 
with  rhenish  and  sugar :  that  is,  entertained  his  mistresses. 
In  bis  female  connections  he  was  veiy  licentious ;  and  it  is 
recorded,  that  Charles  II.  who  would  both  take  liberties 
and  beair  them,  once  said  to  the  earl  at  court,  in  a  vein  of 
raillery  and  good  humour,  and  in  reference  only  to  his 
amours,  ^*  I  believe,  Shaftesbury,  thou  art  the  wickedest 
fellow  in  my  dominions :"  to  which,  with  a  low  bow  and 
very  grave  face,  the  e^rl  replied^  <^  May  it  /  pleiase  your 


COOPER.  217 

majesty,  of  a  subject  I  believe  I  am  ;V  at  which  /the  merry, 
monarch  laughed  heartily. 

His  character  in  the  Biog.  Britaunica  is  one  continued 
panegyric,  from  which  more  recent  and  impartial  writer^ 
have  made  many  and  heavy  deductions,  particularly  Mac* 
pherson  and  Dalryionple.  Referring  to  these  authorities  for 
a  character  which,  involved '  as  it  is  iu  the  history  of  the 
times,  might  form  a  volume,  we  shall  conclude  this  article 
with  some  information  respecting  the  various  attempts  to  , 
produce  a  life  of  him.  The  earl  himself  had  written  a  his^ 
tory.  of  his  own  times,  which,  when  he  was  obliged  to  flee 
to  Holland,  be  entrusted  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Locke.  Unfor* 
tunately  for  the  public,  when  Algernon  Sidney  was  put  to 
death,  on  a  charge  pf  treason  grounded  upon  papers  found 
in  his  closet,  Mr.  Locke,  intimidated  with  the  apprehen«> 
sion  of  a  like  prosecution,  committed  lord  Shaftesbury's 
manuscript  to  the  flames.  The  professed  design  of  the 
work  was  to  display  to  the  world  the  principles  and  motives 
by  which  his  enemies  had  been  actuated,  and  to  give  m 
true  and  impartial  account  of  his  own  conduct.  It  began 
with  the  reformation^  and  traced  the  course  of  events  down 
to  the  civil  war,  with  a  view  of  pointing  out  the  defects  of 
the  constitution,  and  of  stating  what  ought  farther  to  be 
done,  in  order  to  strengthen  and  confirm  the  liberties  of 
the  people.  It  is  understood  that  the  earl  was  particularly 
excellent  in  his  chasacters,  some  of  which,  in  loose  papers, 
are  still  in  the  possession  6f  the  family.*  The  largest  frag^ 
ment  now  remaining  is  in  the  early  part  of  the  work,  where 
the  author  has  drawn  the  characters  of  the  principal  gen- 
tlemen who  flourished  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  at  the  time 
in.wbiclrhe  arrived  to  man's  estate.  From  this  fragment, 
a  curious  extract,  giving  an  account  of  the  hon..  William. 
Hastings,  of  Woodlands  in  Dorsetshire,  was  published  m 
the  Connoisseur.  It  affords  a  striking  example v  of  lord 
Shaftesbury's  talent  in  characteristic  composition';  and 
Mr.  Walpole,  whd  in  no  other  respect  has  spoken  favour«'< 
ably  of  his  lordship,  has  observed,  that  it  is  a  curious  and 
well-drawn  portrait  of  our  ancient  English  gentry. 

For  the  loss  which  was  occasioned  by  Mr.  Locke's  timidity 
or  prudence,  he  was  solicitous  to  make  some  degree  o£ 
reparation.  Accordingly,  he  formed  an  intention  of  wri- 
ting, at  large,  the  history  of  his  noble  friend ;  and  if  he 
had  accomplished  bis  intention,  his  work  would  undoubtedljr 
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bare  been  a  rerj  valuable  present  to  the  public.    But 
there  was  another  biographer,  who  wrote  a  )ife  of  the  earU 
soon  after  his  decease.    This  was^Thomaa  Stringer,  esq.  of 
Jyj  church,  near  Salisbury,  a  gentleman  of  great  integrkj 
and  eicellent  character ;  who  had  held,  we  believe,  under 
'  bis  lordship,  when  high*chancellor  of  England,  the  oflSce 
of  clerk  of  the  presentations;  and  who  was  much  esteemed  • 
by  some  of  the  principal  persons  of  the  age.    With  Mr. 
Locke  in  particular,  he  maintained  an  intimate  friendship 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened  in   1702.     Mr«  ' 
Stringer^s  account  has  been  the  grouad-work  on  which  the 
narrative  intended  for  the  public  eye,  by  the  noble  family^ 
has  been  built.  It  contained  a  valuable  history  of  the  earl's 
life ;  but  was  probably  much  inferior  in  composition  to 
what  Mr.  Locke's' would  have  been;  -and  indeed,  in  its 
original  form,  it  was  too  imperfect  for  publication.   Some- 
time  about  the  year  1732,  this  manu^ript,  together  with 
the  rest  of  the  Shaftesbury  papers,  was  put  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Benjamin  Martyn,  a  gentleman  who  was  then  known  ' 
in  the  literary  world,  in  consequence  of  having  written  a 
tragedy,  entitled  **  Timoleon/'  which,had  been  acted  with 
success  at  the  theatre  royal  in  Drury«lane.     Mr.  Martyn  ^ 
made  Mr.  Stringer's  manuscript  the  basis  of  his  own  work, 
which  he  enriched'  with  such  speeches  of  die  earl  as  are 
yet  remaining,  and  with  several  particulars  drawn  firom 
some  loose  papers  left  by  his  lordship.     He  availed  him- 
self lUiewise,  of  other  means  of  information,  which  more 
yecent  publications   had  afforded ;    and   prefixed  ^o  the 
whole  an  introduction  of  considerable  length,  wherein  he 
passed  very  high  encomiums  on  our  great  statesman,  and 
strengthened  them  by  the  testimonies  of  Mr.  Locke  and 
Mens*  Le  Clerc.   He  added,  also,  strictures  on  L' Estrange, 
sir  William  Temple,  bishop  Burnet,  and  others,  who  had 
written  to  his  lordship's  disadvantage.      One  anecdote, 
which  we  well  remember,  it  cannot  but  be  agreeable  to 
the  public  and  to  the  noble  &mily  to  see  related.     It  is 
well  known  with  what  severity  the  eari  of  Shaftesbury's 
character  is  treated  by  Dryden,  in  his  Absalom  and  Acbi* 
ti^bel.     Nevertheless,  soon  after  that  fine  satire  i^ppeared, 
his  lordship  having  the  nomination  of  a  scholar^  as  governor 
of  the  Cliarter-bouse,  gave  it  to  one -of  the  poet's  sons, 
without  any  solicitation  on  the  part  of  the  father,  or  of  any 
other  person.     This  act  of  generosity  had  such  an  effect 
upon  Dryden,  that,  to  testify  his  gratitude,  he  added,  in 


C  O  O  P  B  IL  819 

the  second  edition  of  the  poem,  the  four  foUowing  li&es» 
ill  celebration  of  the  earPs  conduct  as  lord  chancellon 

"  In  Israel's  court>  ne'er  sat  an  Abethdin 
With  more  discerning  ^es^  or  hands  more  ekan, 
,  Unbrih*d>  unsought,  the  wretched  to  redress. 
Swift  of  dispatch,  and  easy  of  access." 

Notwitl^tanding  the  pains  that  had  been  taken  by  Bfe. 
Martyn,  the  late  earl  of  Shaftesbury  did  not  think  the  swarL 
stt£Eicientiy  finished  for^publicatton  ;  and,  therefore,  aome- 
what  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  he  put  it  int^'Ae  hands 
o£  liis  friend  Dr.  Gregory  Sbarpe,  master  4ft  the  temple. 
All,  however,  that  JOr.  Sharpe  perfonoedt  was  to  reeomm^nd 
it  to  the  care  of  a  gentleman,  vdia  eK»mined  Mr.  M artyn^s 
manuscript  with  attention,  pokatfid  out  its  errors,  made  re«  ^ 
ferences,  and  suggested  9k  nmnber  of  instances  in  which  it 
might  be  improved,  b«t  did  not  proceed  much  &rther  in 
the  undertaking.  At  length,  the  work  was  consigned  jfc» 
unoihgr  penoHf  who  spent  considerable  labour  upon  it, 
enbrg^  it  by  a  variety  of  additions,  and  had  it  in  con- 
tetBfil«tion  to  avail  himself  of  every' degree  of  information 
which  mi^t  render  it^a  correct  history  of  the  time,  as  well 
as  a  narrative  of  the  life  of  lord  Shaftesbury.  The  reasons 
(not  unfriendly  on  either  side)  which  prevented  thepersoii 
now  mentioned  from  completing  bis  design,  and  occasioned 
htm  to  return  the  papers  to  the  noble  family,  are  not  of 
sufficient  consequence  to  be  here  related.  Whether  the 
work  is  likely  soon  to  appear,  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  as« 
certain.  * 

On  this  account,  written  by  Dr.  Kippis  for  the  last  edi* 
tion  of  the  Biog.  Britannica,  it  is  necessary  to  remark,  that 
Mr.  Malone,'  in  his  Life  of  Dryden,  has  amply  refuted  the 
story  of  the  Charter-house.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Martyri's 
work,  it  is  more  necessary  to  remark  that  the  last  person^ 
called  here  another  person,  to  whom  the  revisal  of  it  was 
consigned,  and  who  recrived  500/.  for  bis  trdnble,  was 
Dr.  Kippis  himself,  but  it  seems  difficult  to  explain  what 
he  means,  by  adding  '^  Whether  th^  work  is  likely  soon  to 
appear,  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  ascertain.^'  The  volume  ^ 
of  the  Baogn^phia  in  which  this  article  occurs  was  published 
in  1789;  and  six  years  afterwards,  in  1795,  Dr.  Kippis  died^ 
At  the  sale  of  his  library,  a  cpiarto  volmae  of  a  Life  of 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  evidently  the  one  alluded  to,  was  pur- 
chased by  the  late  duke  of  Grafton,  and  must  consequently 
have  been  printed  some  time  between  1789  and  1795, 


920  COOPER. 

most  probably  privately,  at  no  other  copy,  to  the  best  of 
our  recollection,  has  «iiice  been  exposed  to  sale. ' 

COOPER  (Anthony  Ashley),  earl  of  Shaftesbury,  the 
celebrated  author  of  the  Characteristics,  was  born  Feb.  26, 
1671,  at  Exeter- bouse  in  London.  His  father  was  An- 
thony earl  of  Shaftesbury ;  his  mother  lady  Dorothy  Man- 
perSy  daughter  of  John  earl  of  Rutland.  He  was  bom  in 
the  bouse  of  his  grandfather  Anthony  first  earl  of  Shaftes- 
buryi  and  chancellor  of  England,  of  whom  we  have  spoken 
in  the  preceding  article ;  who  was  fond  of  him  from  Uis 
birth,  and  undertook  the  care  of  his  education*  He  pur- 
sued almost  the  same  method  in  teaching  him  the  learned 
languages,  as  Montaigne's  father  did  in  teaching  his  son 
l.atin  :  that  is,  he  placed  a  person  about  him,  who  was  so 
ilxnroughly  versed  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues,  as-  to 
speak  either  of  them  with  the  greatest  fluency.  This  per- 
son was  a  female,  a  Mrs.  Birch,  the  daughter  of  a  school- 
laaster  in  Oxfordshire  or  Berkshire;  and  a  woman  who 
could  execute  so  extraordinary  a  task,  deserves  to  have 
ber  name  recorded  with  honour  among  the  learned  ladies  of 
England.  By  this  means  lord  Shaftesbury  made  so  great ' 
a  progress,  that  he  could  read  both  these  languages  with 
ease  when  but  eleven  years  old.  At  that  age  he  was  sent 
by  his  grandfather  to  a  private  school;  and  in  1683  was 
removed  to  Winchester  school,  but  such  was  the  influence 
of  .party-spirit  at  the  time,  that  he  was  insulted  for  his 
grandfather^s  sake,  by  his  companions,  which  made  bis 
situation  so  disagreeable,  that  he  begged  his  father  to  con- 
sent to  his  going  abroad.  Accordingly  he  began  his  travels 
in  16ft6,  and  spent  a  considerable  time  in  Italy,  where  be 
acquired  great  J^nowledge  in  the  polite  arts.  This  know- 
ledge is  very  visible  through  all  bis  writings  ;  that  of  the 
art  of  painting  is  more  particularly  so,  from  the  treatise  he 
composed  upon  *^  The  Judgement  of  Hercules."  He  made 
h  his  endeavour,  while  he  was  abroad,  to  improve  himself 
as  much  as  possible  in  every  accomplishment ;  for  which 
reason  be  did  not  greatly  affect  the  company  of  other  Eng- 
lish gentlemen  upon  their  travels ;  and  he  was  remarkable 
for  speaking  French  so  readily,  and  with  so  go^d  an  accent, 
that  in  France  he  was  often  taken  for  a  native. 

Upon  his  return  to  England  in  16Bd,  he  was  oflered  a 
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9eat  in  parliament  from  sbqie  of  those  boroughs  where  his 
family  had  an  interest ;  but  he  declined  it,  and  pursued 
that  strict  course  of  study,  which  be  had  proposed  to  him* 
self,  near  five  years.  He  was  then  elected  a  burgess  for 
Poole :  and,  soon  after  his  coming  uico  parliament,  had  an 
opportunity  of  shewing  that  spirit  of  liberty,  which  he 
maintained'  to  the  end  of  bis  life,  wh^n  '^  The  act  for  grant- 
ing counsel  to  prisoners  in  cases  of  high  treason*'  was 
brought  into  the  house*  This  he  looked  upon  as  import-- 
ant,  and  had  prepared  a  speech  in  its  behalf:  but  when  he 
stood  up  to  speak  it  in  the  house  of  commons,  he  was  so 
intimidated,^that  he  lost  all  memory,  and  was  quite  unable 
to  proceed.  The  house,  after  giving  him  a  little  time,  to  re- 
cover his  confusion,  called  loudly  for  him  to  go  on,  when 
he  proceeded  to  this  effect:  *"  If  I,  sir,''  addressing  himself 
to  the  speaker,  *^  who  rise  only  to  give  my  opinion  on  the 
bill  now  depending,  am  so  confounded,  that  I  am  unable 
to  express  the  least  of  what  I  proposed  to  sB,yy  what  must 
the  condition  of  that  man  be,  who,  without  any  assistance^ 
is  pleading  for  his  life  ?"  During  this  and  other  sessions,- 
in  which  he  continued  in  the  house  of  commons,  he  gave  a 
consistent  support  to  every  moti(Hi  for  the  farther  security 
ef  liberty :  hut  the  business  of  attending  regularly  the 
house  of  commons,  which  in  those  active  times  generally 
sat  long,  in  a  few  years  so  impaired  bis  health, ^naturally 
never  robust,  that  be  was  obliged  to  decline  coming  agaia 
into  parliament,  aifter  its  dissolution  in  1698. 

Being  thus  at  liberty,  he  went  to  Holland,  where  he 
spent  his  time  in  the  conversation  of  Bayle,  Le  Clerc,.and 
other  learned  and  ingenious  men  then  residing  in  that 
country,  whose  acquaintance  induced  him  to  continue 
there  above  a  twelvemonth,  and  with  whom  be  probably 
cultivated  that  speculative  tura  which  appears  in  all  his 
writings.  When  he  went  to  Holland,  he  concealed,  bis 
name,  as  it  is  said,  for  the  sake  of  beiug  le.ss  interrupted 
in  his.studieS|  pretending  only  to  be  a  student  in  physic,- 
and  in  that  character  contracted  an  acquaintance  with  Bayle. 
A  little  before  his  return  to  England,  b,eing  willing  to  be 
known  to  him  by  his-real  name,  he  contrived  to  hi^ve  Bayle; 
invited  to  dinner  by  a  friend,  where  he  was  told  he  was  to 
meet  lord  Ashley.  Bayle  accidentally  calling  upon  lord 
Ashley  that  oioming,  was  pressed  by  him  to  stay;  but. 
iCxcused  himself,  saying,  <^  |  can  by  no  means  stay^%  for  h 
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must  be  punctual  tb  an  engageneut,  where  I  iam  to  meet 
my  lord  Ashley.''  The  next  interview,  as  may  be  ima- 
gined,  occasioned  some  mirth  ;  and  the  incident  rather  in«- 
creased  their  intimacy,  for  they  never  ceased  corresponding 
till  bayle's  death.  During  bis  absence  in  Holland,  an  tm* 
perfect  edition  of  his  '^  Inquiry  into  Virtue'*  was  published 
at  London ;  surrepritiously  uken  from  a  rough  draught, 
sketched  when  he  was  but  twenty  years  of  age.  The 
person  who  served  him  thus  unhandsomely,  was  To- 
hmd ;  on  whom  he  is  s$iid  to  have  conferred  many  favours, 
and  who  miserably  spoiled  both  his  style  and  sentiments. 
The  treatise,  however,  acquired  some  reputation,  and  was 
afterwards  completed  by  the  noble. author,  and  published 
in  the  second  volume  of  the  ^'  Characteristics.'' 

Soon  after  he  returned  to  England,  he  became  earl  of 
Shaftesbury;  but  did  not  attend  the  house  of  lords,  till 
'  his  friend  lord  Somers  sent  a  messenger  to  acquaint  him 
with  the  business  of  the  partition  treaty,  February  1701. 
On  this  he  immediately  went  post  to  London  ;  and  though, 
when  lord  Somers*s  letter  was  brought  to  him,  he  was  be-« 
yolid  Bridgwater  in  Somersetshire,  and  his  constitution 
Was  ill  calculated  for  any  extraordinary  fatigue,  he  travelled 
with  such  speed,  that  be  was  in  the  bouse  of  peers  on  the 
following  day,  exhibiting  an  instance  of  dispatch,  which 
at  that  time  was  less  easy  to  be  performed  than  it  is  at 
]Hresent.  During  the  remainder  of  the  session,  be  attended 
his  parliamentary  duty  as  much  as  bis  health  would  per-^ 
ibit,  being  Earnest  to  support  the  measures  of  king  Wil« 
liam,  who  was  then  engaged  in  forming  the  grand  alliance. 
^Nothing,,  in  the  earl  of  Shaftesbury's  judgment,  could 
more  effectually  assist  that  glorious  undertaking,  than  the 
choice  of  a  good  parliament.  He  used,  therefore,  his  ut^ 
most  efforts  to  facilitate  the  design ;  and  such  was  his  sue* 
cess,  upon  the'  election  of  a  new  house  of  commons  (par- 
ties at  that  crisis  being  nearly  on  atl  equality),  that  his 
majesty  told  him  he  had  turned  the  scale.  So  high  was 
the  opinion  which  the  king  had  formed  of  the  earl's  abili* 
ties  and  character,  that  an  offer  was  made  him  of  being 
appointed  secretary  of  state.  This,  however,  his  declining 
constitution  would  not  permit  him  to  accept ;  but^  although 
^e  was  disabled  from  engaging  in  the  course  of  official 
business,  he  was  capable  of  giving  adtice  to  his  majesty^ 
who  frequently  consulted  him  on  affairs  4>f  the  higher  im- 
portance.   Nay,  it  is  understood  that  he  had  a  great  share 
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in  composing  that  celebrated  last  speech  cff  king  Willutniy 
which  was  delivered  on  the  3 1st  of  December,  1701. 

Upon  the  aeeession  of  queen  Anne  to  the  throne,  lord 
Shaftesbury  returned  to  his  retired  manner  of  life,  being 
removed  from  the  vice-admiralty  of' the  county  of  Dorset, 
which  had  been  in  the  family  for  three  successive  genera* 
tiotis*  This  slight,  though  it  was  a  matter  of  little  conse- 
<ya6nce,  was  the  only  one  that  could  have  been  shewn  him, 
as  it  was  the  single  thing  which  he  had  ever  held  under  the 
crown.  The  measure  of  taking  it  from  him  was  supposed 
to  have  originated  in  certain  statesmen  who  resented  his 
services  to  another  party  in  the  preceding  reign. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  after,  viz.  1703,  he  made  a 
second  journey  to  Holland,  and  returned  to  England  in 
the  end  of  the  year  following.     The  French  prophets ^sooii 
after  having  by  their  enthusiastic  extravagances  created 
much  disturbance  throughout  the  nation,  among  the  dif- 
ferent opinions  as  to  the  methods  of  suppressing  them,  some 
advised  a  prosecution.     But  lord   Shaftesbury,  who  ab- 
horred any  step  which  looked  like  persecution,    appre- 
hended that  such  measures  tended  rather  to  inflame  than 
to  cure  the  disease :  and  this  occasioned  his  '*  Letter  con- 
cerning Enthusiasm,*'  which  be  published  in  1708,  and  sent 
it  to  lord  Somers,  to  whom  he  addressed  it,  though  without 
the  mention  either  of  his  own  or  lord  Somers's  name. 
Jan.  1709,  he  published  his  **  Moralists,  a  philosophical 
rhapsody  f  and,  in  May  following,  his  '*  Sensns  communis, 
or  an  essay  upon  the  freedom  of  wit  and  humour.''    The 
same  year  he  married  Mrs.  Jane  Ewer,  youngest  daughter 
of  Thomas  Ewer,  esq.  of  Lee  in  Hertfordshire ;  to  whom 
he  was  related,  and  by  whom  he  had  an  only  son,  Anthony 
the  fourth  earl  of  Shaftesbury.     From  his  correspondence, 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  had  any  very  extraordinary  at- 
tachment to  this  lady,  or  that  the  match  added  much  to 
his  happiness,  which  some  have  attributed  to  a  disappoint- 
ment in  a  previous  attachment.     In  1710,  his  **  Soliloquy, 
or  advice  to  an  author,"  was  primed.     In  1711,  finding  his 
health  still  declining,  he  was  advised  to  leave  England, 
and  seek  assistance  from  a  warmer  climate.     He  set  out 
therefore  for  Italy  in  July  1711,  and  live^  above  a  year 
after  his  arrival ;  dying  at  Naples,  Feb.  4,  1713. 

The  only  pieces  which  h^  finished,  after  he 'came  to 
Naples,  were,  "  The  Judgement  of  Hercules,"  and  the 
*f  Letter  concerning  Design  ^"  which  last  was  fijrst  published 
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in  the  edition  of  the  Ch«r»cterinicS|  1733.  The  rest  of 
his  time  he  employed  in  arranging  bis  writings  for  a  more 
elegant  edition.  The  several  prints,  then  first  intersfiersed 
through  the  work,  were  all  invented  by  himself,  and  de- 
signed under  his  immediate  inspection  :  and  he  was  at  the. 
pains  of  drawing  up  a  most  accurate  set  of  instructions  for 
this  purpose,  which  are  still  extant  in  manuscript.  To  the 
three  volumes  of  the  Characteristics!  he  completed  the 
whole  of  his  writings  which  he  intended  should  he  made 
public.  The  first  edition  was  published  in  171 1  ;  but  the 
more  complete  and  elegant  edition,  which  has  been  the 
standard  of  all  editions  since,  was  not  published  till  1713, 
immediately  after  his  death.  ^  But  though  lord  Shaftes- 
bury intended  nothing  more  for  the  public,  yet,  in  1716, 
some  of  his  letters  were  printed  under  the  title  of  \^  Several 
Letters  writteh  by  a  noble  lord  to  a  young  man  at  the  uni- 
versity :"  and,  in  1721,  Toland  publish^  ^^  Letters  from 
the  late  earl  of  Shaftesbury  to  Robert  Moleswortb,  esq.** 
Lord  Shaftesbury  is  said  to  have  had  an  esteem  for  such  of 
our  divines  (though  he  treated  the  order  very  severely  in 
geperai)  as  explained  Christianity  most  conformably  to  his 
own  principles :  and  it  was  under  his  particular  inspection, 
and  with  a  preface  of  his  own  writing,  that  a  volume  of 
Whichcot*s  sermons  was  published  in  1698,  from  copies 
taken  in  short  hand,  as  they  were  delivered  from  the  pul- 
pit* This  curious  fact  wasi  some  years  ago  ascertained  on 
the  authority  of  Dr.  Huntingford,  the  present  bishop  of 
Gloucester,  who  had  his  information  from  James  Harris, 
esq.  of  Salisbury,  son  to  a  sister  of  the  earl  of  Shaftesbury. 
Her  brother  dictated  the  preface  to  this  lady,  and  it  is 
certainly  a  proof  that  he  bad  at  least  a  general  belief  in 
Christianity,  and  a  high  respect  for  many  of  the  divines  of 
bis  time,  and  particularly  for  Whichcot.  Dr.  Hunting- 
ford^s  account  was  communicated  to  the  last  edition  of  the 
Biographia  Britannica;  and  in  a  copy  of  this  volume  of 
sermons  now  before  us,  the  same  is  written  on  the  fly  leaf, 
as  communicated  by  Dr.  Huntingford  to  the  then  owner  of 
the  volume,  the  htte  Dr.  Chelsum. 

But  lord  Shaftesbury*s  principal  study  was  the  writings 
of  antiquity ;  and  those  which  he  most  admired,  were  the 
moral  works  of  Xenophon,  Horace,  the  Enchiridion  of 
Epictetus,  with  Arrian^s  Commentaries,  and  Marcus  Anto- 
ninus. Froqn  these  he  formed  to  himself  the  plan  of  his 
philosophy  :  and  the  idea  which  he  framed  to  himself  oF 
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)»hitosbpHy  in  g^ineral,  may  be l>est  comprehended  from  the 
foUoiving  words  of  bis,  where  addressing  himself  to  a  corre- 
$pondenty  he  sa^s  :  ^^Nor  were  there  indeed  any  more  than 
two  real  distinct  philosophies ;  the  one  derived  from  So- 
crates, and  passing  into  the  old  academic,  the  peripatetic, 
at^d  stoic ;  the  other  derived  in  reality  from  Democritus, 
^o<i  passing  inito  the  Cyrenaic,  and  Epicurean.  For  as  for 
that  mere  sceptic  or  new  academic,  it  had  no  certain  pre- 
cepts, and  so  was  an  exercise  of  sophistry,  rather  than  of 
philosophy.  The  first  therefore  of  these  two  philosophies 
rjscommended  action,  concernment  in  civil  affairs,  religion, 
&c. ;.-  the  second  derided  all  this,  and  advised  inaction  and 
reiresSt..  And  good  reason  ;  for  the  first  maintained,  that 
society,  right,. and  wrong,  were  founded  in  nature,  and 
that  nature  had  a  meaning,  and  was  herself;  that  is  to  say, 
in  her  wijKs,  well  governed,  and  administered  by  one  simple 
and  perfect  intelligence.  The  second  again  derided  this, 
and  made  providence  and  dame  nature  not  so  sensible  as  a 
doting  p^d: woman.  So  the  Epicurean  in  Cicero  treats 
providence,'  Anusfatidica  stoicorum  Tfovwa.  The  first  there- 
fore of  di^se  .philosophies  is  to  be  called  the  civil,  social, 
and  theistic :  the  second  the  contrary." 

It  remaihs  now  to  notice  more  particularly  the  writings 
of  lord  Shftftoesbiiry,  which  by  one  class  of  critics,  have  re- 
ceived the  most  extravagant  applause,  and,  by  another, 
have  been  the  subjects  of  indiscriminate  condemnation. 
They  have  been  examined  with  a  critical  eye^  and  in  ra- 
ther >n  elaborate  manner,  by  Dr.  Kippis^  to  whose  article, 
in  the  £iogi*apfaia  Britannica,  we  refer  the  reader,  con- 
tenting ourselves  .with  a  brief  outline.     Lord  Shaftesbury^s 
'^  Letter  on  Enthusiasm"  was  written  from  excellent  mo- 
tives :  it  co'oiains  many  admirable  remarks,  delivered  in  a 
neat  and  Uvely  strain  ;  but  it  wants  precision ;  conveys  but 
little  information ;  and  contains  some  exceptionable  pas- 
sages.   T^e.isame  character  may  be  given,  with  truth  and 
jestice,  of  "  The  Essay  on  the  Freedom  of  Wit  and  Hu* 
naour,"  designed  to  defend  the  application  of  ridicule  to 
aubjects  of  speculative  inquiry,  and  among  others  to  reii-  * 
giou^..opioion3«     His  "  Soliloquy^  or  Advice  to  an  Author,*' 
^et.witb  more  geneiral  approbation.     It  contains  a  variety 
of  excellent  matter  i  and  what  the  noble  Iprd  has  advanced 
Id  reccMQQic)aendAtion  of  self-examination,  and  in  defence  of 
critics  a^d  criticisin,  is  particularly  valuable:  ic  is  evi- 
dently tbe  restiit  of  the  author's  knowledge  and  refined 
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taste  ia  hooks,  in  lifei  uid  attitsers^    Lord  dbaAaibttry'd 
*<  Enquiry  coRCcrniiig  Vtnuc^'  oblaioeil  more  geseral  Ap« 
plaia^e,  akhougb  iu  some  poiots  it  is  UabAm  to  objcctiM. 
It  is  ably  and  finely  wriuen,  and  matotains  witli  gr^t  foree 
the  impoftant  truth,  tbat  virtue  is  the  graateet  happiness, 
and  vice  the  greati;st  misery  of  mea*     iu  this  ^<  Eo^mry/* 
the  noble  author  appeared  in  the  tlose,  the  iDgiedy  and 
the  didapiic  form.    But  in  the  '^  MoraKsts,'*  be  istfaeemu* 
hitor  of  Piatoi  in  the  boldest  poetic  naanner  ef  that  eirnnent 
philosopher.     Bishop  Hurd  ranks  it  among  the  best  eoin* 
positions  of  the  kind  in  our  haguage.     Its  matter  is  highly 
valuable  and  ioiportanti  and  presents  us  with  a  truly  argu- 
mentative and  eloquent  defence,  of  the  doctrines  6f  a  Deity 
aod  a  Providence.    The  ^'  Miseellaneous  Reiectione  en 
the  precedieg  treatises,  aod  other  critioai  aubjcott/*  are 
intended  aa  a  sort  of  defence  and  explanatioii  vftbiafomser 
works ;  but,  altbougb  they  contain  e  variety  of  just  and  in* 
geuious  reoDark^,  they  abound  with  viaiiy  exceptionable 
passages  concerning  revelation.     With  respect  te  the  style 
of  lord  Sbaftesbofyy  we  may  quote  the  ofiinion  of  Dr. 
Blair,  which  is  at  once  accurate  and  jqdicious.     '^His  lan- 
guage has  many  beautiea;  it  is  6rm  and  supported  in  an 
uncommon  degree ;  it  is  rick  and  musical.     No  English 
author  has  attetnled  so  much  tt  the  regular  ctmstruction' 
of  his  sentenocfl,    both  with  sespect   to  proprif^y   and 
with  respect  to  cadence.     All  this  gives  so  much  ele- 
gance   and   pomp    to    his   language,    that   liiere  is    no 
wonder  it  should  sbnaetimes  be  highly  admired;    It  is 
greatly    \m^    however,    by  pecpetual  8ti6Fiiesa  and  af^ 
fj^ctatioa.  This  is  its  capital  faolt4    Mis  IcMrdshtp  esm ,  ex- 
press nothing  with  simplicity.     He  seeasa  to  havie  ton- 
sidered  it  ad  vulgar,  eiid  beneadi  the  dignity  of  a  mau  of 
cjuality,  to  speak  like  o^er  men.     Hence  he  ia  ever  in 
buskins,  full  of  citQumlocutioDs  and  artificial  elegiince.    Ito 
every  sentence  we  see  the  marks  of  labour  and  art ;  uothii^ 
of  that  ea$e  whicb  eapressea  a  aentimieat  coming. natural 
ai)d  warm  from,  the  hearts    Of  figures  and  urnaments  of 
every  kind  he  is  eicceedingly  fond ;  soasetimes  ha^|^  iti' 
tkei9 ;  but  his  fondDOSs.  £or  thism  is  too  visible^  and  bavitig; . 
once  laid  bold  of  some  metaphor  or  allusion  th«^  pleased^ 
he  kuqws  not  how  to  part  with  it.     What  i&  most  wonderful^ 
he  was  a  professed  admirer  of  simplicity ;  ia  always  extoK 
Ujng  it  in  the  SACientSy  and  censuring  the  mdde^ms  fo» 
waiit  of  itb  th<^gh  hue.  departs  from  it  himself  as  fiir  as  any 
s»ne  modern  whatever.     Lord^ Shaftesbury  possessed  deii- 


k 


C  a  CJ  t»  fe  R.  22t 

I 

« 

cacy  and  r^firieftieht  of  tasig  (6  a  degt-e'e^  that  we  may  call 
eJicessive  ihd  sictly ;  but  b<^  had  littTe  warmth  of  paslidh  j 
fyw  §ff6ng'  or  yigofofus  re^lihg^ ;  a'hd  inb  coldness  of  his 
character  fed  him  t6  ffiat'  artificial  and  si^ieiy  ma'ntier  whicti 
appeals  in  Bis  wrilirigs,  &6  is  fbrid^r  ot  nothing  tfeau  pf 
wit  jtnd  raiJlei'y ;  buf  Be'  is  hi  ftotd  b^ing  h^p^y  in  it/  '  He 
aftgiiipt's  ii  often,  h\xi  alwdyi  awkwjtrdly  :  h'fe  is  stitfeveh  ini 
his  pleasaiitry,  and  Tauglis  iri  fbfrh'  like  an  author,  and  hot 
lifedanianV^  Lord  iShafi^sBufy  ^bmCftim^^  pfbfessed  himself 
it  Christian  ;*  buf  his  writings,  in  many  parts,  i'^nder  Kis  faiiB 
iu  the  divine  missioh  of  Christ  viiy  questionable,  'f  he  not>ie 
Idfd  teft  one  son,  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper,  the  fourth  earl, 
of  whom  the  teafn'ftd  fip.  iftuhfirigfbrd  says,  **  th6fe  never 
existed  a  man  of  ihdfe  bef^evoletic^,  m6fa*l  \V6rth,  ahd  true 
pjfety."  He  was  tM  author  of  the'  Kffe  of  hi^  /ather,  in  the 
gfeai  Geneftl  Dictidriary,*  inctudirt^*Bayfd.  It  riiay  hot 
bd  improper  to  a(fd  in  this  piaffe;  that  tbfe'  tfahslaeor  of 
Xenophon's  Cyropedia  was  the  honourable  Maurice  Ashley 
<?6opdf,  brother  to  the^thli'deUfl.* 

tCfdPtK  (John  GfLtftatj,  an  Eiigfis'fi  podt  sihA  mis'.' 
cefl!anedus~  wrifef,  was  feorii  in  1723.  He  aescehdea,  ac- 
.  cofdincf  to  the  account  of  his  life  in  thS  BibgVaphia  Britan- 
riica,  from  an  amrient'  family  in  Nottinghamshire,  impove- 
rished oh  accbuni  of  its  Ibyalfty  durihg  the"^  rebellion  in 
Charted'  the  First's  time.  TCufgaldn  Priory  iri  that  cdurity 
was  granted  to orfftof  his  aricestdrs  by  ftenry  VIII.  and  after 
soitie'  interriiptidn,  bTecame  flifet  ?esid^nce  of  our  po'et'^s 
fath^,  sftid  stirt  continues  in  th6'  fatftily.  in  Thbrotoh's 
Nottinghamshire',  it  is  stated  thsit  the*  family  haixie  was 
Gilbert,  inrf  that',  in  nZ6,  •Toh'r^  6ilibfert,  ^s^  obtained 
leave  t6  use  the  surnairte^and  arihs  6f  Ooop^r,  ^tirsuant  to 
the  will  of  John  Cooper,  of  Thrn^gatbrt,  esq.  He  Wts  edu- 
cated a;t  Westminsitfer-schdol  lindeY  l^r.  John  Nichols,  arid 
ih  1743  became  a  fellow-commone'f  of  Trinity  college; 
C&inbridge,  where  hfe'  resid^'d  two  or  thre6  years,  without 
taking  a  degree,  but  not  without  a  due  attention  to  his 
studies.  WitTj  some* tincture  of  fopj36ry,  he  Wis  a  young* 
lAan  ot  vefy  11  v6ly  parts,  and  attaCMd  to  cla'sSldal  learning, 
whtdi  it  is' only*  to  be  regretted  he  did  riot*  pursue  with, 
jufd'ig'irient.  Hfe  quitted*  the  university  6h  fii'^nfiaVVia'ge  with 
Susanna,  thtf  grarid^daughter  of  sit  1^'itWn  Wright,-  lord 

'*  Q^.  Vkti  T4r.  nff.  afti  9Msllic«bliry.-^^lo(r.  Brit;  flrA  fltid  wcpKd  eUitldtis; 
fiA:.--GatMiis'8  Pearag«,  by  sir  JE.  Br>  dgesi^Park'ft  O'rfard,  vol.  rV.-7X#l^<|*s 
i)eistical  writersi- 
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keeper.  In  1745,  he  published  '^The  Power  of  Har* 
mony,''  in  two  books,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  recom* 
mend  a  constant  attention  to  what  is  perfect  and  beautiful 
in  nature,  as  the  means  of  harmonising  the  soul  to  a  re- 
sponsive regularitfr  and  sympathetic  order.  This  imitation 
of  the  language  of  the  Shaftesbury  school  was  not  affecta- 
tion. He  had  studied  the  works  of  that  nobleman  with  en- 
thusiasm, and  seems  entirely  to  have  regulated  his  conduct 
by  the  maxims  of  the  ancient  and  modern  academics. 
The  poem  brought  him  into  notice  with  the  public,  but  he 
appears  not  at  this  time  to  have  courted  the  fame  of  au- 
thorship. When  Dodsley  began  to  publish  his  '^  Museum," 
he  invited  the  aid  of  Mr.  Cooper  among  others  who  were 
friendly  to  him,  and  received  a  greater  portion  of  assist- 
ance from  our  author's  pen  than  from  that  of  any  other  in- 
dividual. His  papers,  however,  were  signed,  not  PAi/a- 
.  leihes,  as  mentioned  in  the  Biographia  Britannica,  but  Phi-' 
laretes. 

In  1749,  he  exhibited  a  curious  specimen  of  sentimental 
srief  in  a  long  Latin  epitaph  on  his  first  son,  who  died  the 
aay  after  his  birth.  It  is  now  added  to  the  late  edition  of 
his  works,  with  a  translation  which  appeared  some  years 
ago  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  and  is  precisely  such  a 
translation  as  so  ridiculous  an  original  deserves.  He  after- 
wards, although  it  does  not  appear  at  what  period,  gave 
another  instance  of  that  romantic  feeling  which  is  apart 
from  truth  and  nature.  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  the  father  of  the 
late  lord  St.  Helen's,  found  Cooper  one  morning,  appa- 
rently in  such  violent  agitation,  on  account  of  the  indispo- 
sition of  his  second  son,  as  to  seem  beyond  the  power  of 
comfort.  At  length,  however,  he  exclaimed  ^'  I'll  write 
an  Elegy."  Mr.  Fitzherbert  being  satisfied,  by  this,  of. 
the  sincerity  of  his  emotions,  slyly  said,  *^  Had  you  not 
better  take  a  post-chaise  and  go  and  see  him  ?" 

.  In  1749  he  published  with  his  name,  "  The  Life  of  So- 
crates, collected  from  all  the  ancient  authorities."  In  this 
work  he  received  many  learned  notes  from  the  sturdy  an- 
tagonist of  Warburton,  the  rev.  John  Jackson  of  Leicester,  ^ 
a'  controversial  divine  of  considerable  fame  in  his  day. 
These  notes  were  principally  levelled  at  Warburton,  and 
in  language  not  very  respectful.  Warburton,  who  knew 
Jackson,  hut  probably  little  of  Cooper,  retorted  by  a  note, 
in  his  edition  of  Pope's  Works,  on  the  Essay  of-  Criticism, 
in  ^fafich  h[e  accused  the  au^or  of  the  Life  of  Socrates  of 
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impudent  abuse  and  slander,  the  oiFspriiig  of  ignorance 
joined  with  vanity.  Cooper^s  vanity,  it  must  be  confessed, 
is  amply  displayed  in  this  work^  and  it  is  impossible  to 
justify  his  affected  contempt  for  writers  of  established  re- 
piitation.  Warburton's  rebuke,-  however,  was  very  coarse, 
and  appears  to  have  alarmed  him,  for  he  was  not  naturally 
of  an  abusive  turn,  l)ut,  on  the  contrary,  rather  prided 
himself  on  a  mind  superior  to  personal  animosities.  In  his 
defeuce,  therefore,  he  published  Remarks  on  Warburton's 
edition  of  Pope,  in  which  he  professes  that  he  had  at- 
tacked him  as  an  author,  and  not  as  a  man,  and  did  not,  as 
a  fair  antagonist,  deserve  to  be  called  an  impudent  slan- 
derer. He  next  examines  a  few  of  Warburton's  notes  on 
Pope,  and  endeavours  to  prove  his  incapacity  as  acorn-, 
mentator.  He  betrays,  however,  that  tb6  real  cause  of 
his  introducing  Warburton's  name  into  the  Life  of  Socrates, 
was  his  want  of  veneration  for  Mr.  Cooper's  favourite  phi<> 
lospphers,  Shaftesbury,  Hutcheson,  &c.  The  whole  is 
written  with  much  acrimony,  but  with  a' very  considerable 
display  of  learning.  In  the  former,  at  least,  there  is  rea- 
son to  think,  he  was  assisted  by  Jackson ;  but  the  Life  of 
Socrates  brought  very  little  reputation  to  its  author,  and 
after  some  y^ars,  Warburton's  angry  note  was  omitted 
from  the  editions  of  Pope. 

In  1754  he  appeared  to  more  advantage  as  the  author  of 
*^  Letters  on  Taste,"  a  small  volume  which  soon  passed 
through  three  or  four  editions.  Taste  had  not  at  this  time 
been  treated  in  a  philosophical  manner^  and  as  the  author 
set  out  with  liberal  professions,  his  readers  were  induced 
to  take  for  granted  that  he  had  thrown  much  new  light  on 
the  subject.  He  is,  however,  original  only  in  the  manner 
in  which  he  has  contrived  to  throw  a  charm  over  a  few  ac* 
knowledged  truths  and  common-place  opinions.  Iniftead 
of  beginning  by  definition,  and  proceeding  gradually  to 
analyze  the  pleasure  resulting  from  what  are  generally  con- 
sidered as  the  objects  of  true  taste,  he  lets  loose  bis  ima- 
gination, invites  his  reader  into  fairy-land,  and  delights 
him  by  excursive  remarks  and  allegorical  details,  but. in 
a  style  which  even  Johnson,  who  had  no  great  opinion  of 
Cooper,  allowed  to  be  splendid  and  spirited. 

In  1755  he  published  the  <<  Tomb  of  Shakspeare,"  a 
vision,  and  vyhen  the  **  World"  was  set  up  by  Dodsley 
and  Moore,  he  contributed  twp  papers.  In  1756,  he  ap- 
pears to  have  caught  the  alarm  very  general  at  that  time 
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among  the  enpinie«  of  fwliqinistr^tipni  lf?«»  *)»€!  Hwm 
troops,  brought  into  the  country  to  defend  the  kingdom  frojp^ 
invasion,  should  be  instrunieutal  in  subverting  its  )ibi^rtie$^. 
Mr.  Cooper  was  no  politician,  but  he  w^  a  poet,  and  I;i^ 
determined  to  contribute  his  sbar^  of  warning,  in  ^  poem 
entitled  **  The  Genius  of  Britain^"  ^cjdrefsed  to  Mr.  P^^ 
In  1758  he  published  '^  Epistles  \q  the  Gre^ity  from  A^i^r 
tippus  in  retirement,"  and  soon  after  "  T^e  Call  of  4^8- 
tippus/'  addressed  to  Dr.  Akensid^,  in  a  styl^  of  a^uUtioi:) 
pardonably  only  to  the  warm^t  fipeiings  of  fr^e^d^bip* 
Some  other  of  his  lesser  pieces  were  republisbe4  ?]>oq(  this 
time;  and  in  1759  bis  translatiqn  pf  Cresset's  "  V^r  Ver(,'* 
a  mock  heroic  poem  in  four  c^ntos«  In  176^,  all  tbesOi 
with  the  exception  of  the  "  Ver  Vert,"  i^nd  "  T\^e  Esti- 
mate of  Life,"  were  published  in  one  VQlvin;^^  by  podslf^j, 
whom  b^  allowed  to  t^^e  tba(  H^^rty,  9r4  who  infprms  u$ 
that  they  were  originally  written  for  tbt^  autlior's  ^mufer 
ment,  and  afterwards  published,  for  ((ip  baokj^ellef  s  profit. 
At  this  time,  he  had  probably  takj^  l^^ve  pf  the  n^n;Si?;, 
and  was  applying  birpself  to  th(^  ^ctive  an4  ^^^f^l  ^Uti^$  fif 
a  magistrate.  He  resided,  hpwey^r^  occasionally  in  l^on« 
don,  and  was  a  constant  ^ttends^nt  and  frec^uent  §p^^k^K  %t 
the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manqfactures, 
and  Commerce.  Of  this  he  had  uBKVicc^ssfully  ^nde^r 
voured  tp  become  a  yicp-president,  and  feHbis  disappoint-^ 
ment  so  keenly  as  to  retire  in  disgust.  l(le  ^^^4  ^t  bi^ 
house  in  May  f'air,  after  a  long  and  excruciating  illn^sji^ 
occasioned  by  the  stone,  ^pfil  14,  11^9,  in  the  fprty* 
sixth  year  of  his  ag^. 

Dr.  Kippis,  who  knet^  him  personally,  informs  us  tb^( 
he  was  a  gentleman  of  polite  address  ^nd  accomplishmentSi 
and  if  the  general  tenour  of  his  works  may  be  cre^ite^i 
he  possessed  an  amiable  and  affections^te  h^s^rt.  His  p^i^i 
foible  was  vanity,  but  this  is  more  dispover^ble  in  his  wrir 
tings  than  it  probably  was  in  bis  life.  There  are  few  of  tb,e 
minpr  poets  who  have  higher  claims  to  originality.  The 
"  Epistles  to  Aristippus,'  his  song^,  a,nd  the  "  Father's 
Advice  t6  his  Son,"  al^lmugb  of  unequal  mer^tj^  contain 
many  passage^  that  a«e  twriy  poetip^l.  p.is.  veneration  for 
some  of  tlie  French  poets,  particula^i^Iy  Gresset,  induce4 
him  to  attempt  a  mode  of  y.ersi&cation  in  t^e  Epistles.,  to 
which  the  English  ear  cannot  easily  b^co;^^  familiar.  an4 
which  is  not  to  be  justified  fro^i  apy  defect  in  die  manliness 
or  copiousness  of  thje  English,  l^Sguage.     y^t  t^ljis  stijdj  of 
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*  tbe  French  writers^  of  no  use  ih  otbef  reipeotei  has  ren- 
dered hi»  trans)i^io»  of  tha*'^  Ver  Vert''  almost;  a  perfect 
copy  of  the  Qrigtnat»  ai>d  far  luperior  to  tbe  coarse  version 
since  published  by  tbte  late  Dr.  Geddcs.  ^ 

COOPER  (Sami^BL),  an  emtnettt  English  painter,  was 
born  m  Londoa  in  1609,  and  bred  under  the  care  and  dis* 
cipline  of  Mr.  Hoskins,  bia  vRcle :  but  derived  tbe  most 
considerable  advantages  from  his  observations  o»  tbe  works 
of  Van  Dyck,  insomuch  that  he  was  commonlr  styled  the 
Van  Dyck  in  miniature.  His  pencil  was  generally  con« 
fi^ed  to  a  head  only ;  and  indeed  below  that  part  he  was 
not  always  so  suocessful  as  could  be  wished.  But  for  a 
face,  and  all  the  dependencies  of  it,  namely  tbe  graceful 
and  becoming  aicy  tbe  strength,  relievo,  and  noble  s^Hrit^ 
the  softness  and  tender  liveiiness  of  flesh  and  blood,  and 
the  looseness  9i)d  gentle  management  of  the  hair,  his  ta* 
lent  was  so  extraordinary,  that,  for  the  honour  of  oor  m^ 
tion,  it  may  without  vanity  be  affirmed,  he  was  at  least 
equal  to  tbe  most  famous  Itsdians;  and  that  hardly  any  one 
of  bis  predecessors  has  ever  been  able  to  shew  so  mucfh 
perfection  iki  so  narrow  a  con&pass.  The  bigb  prices  of 
his  wor]is»  and  the  great  esiteemi  in  which  tbey  were  held 
at  Rome^  Venice,  and  in  France,  were  abundant  proofe  of 
their  great  worth^  and  extended  the  fiime  of  this  master 
throughout  Enrepe.  He  an  far  esiceeded  bis  master  and 
uncle  Hoskins,  thai  the  latter  became  jeaions  of  him  i  and 
finding  that  tbe  court  was  better  pleased  with  his  nephew's 
performances  than  with  his,  be  took  him  into  partnership 
with  bini}  but  bW  jealousy  ineveasing,  he  dissolved  it;  leav- 
ing our  artist  to  aett  up  for  himself,  and  to  'Carry,  as  be  did, 
most  of  the  business  «f  that  time  befiore  him.  He  drew 
Charles  IL  and  bb  qiseen,  the  duchess  of  Cleveland,  tbe 
duke,  of  Yorh,  Md  most  of  the  cmirt :  but  tbe  two  ^|Dst 
famous  piecea  ^  his  were  those  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  and 
of  one  SwingfieUL  The  Frenck  king  o£hred  1 J^/.  for  tbe 
former,  but  wa^  refused;  and  Cooper  carrying  the  latter 
witb  biai  to  Fninee,  k  was  much  admired  these,  and  in^ 
tsqduced  bim  into  tbe  favour  of  that  court  He  tikewfee 
did  several  large  jtmninga  tn  aa  unusual  size  for  tbe  court 
of  EngbKid ;;  for  wbieb  his  widow  received  a  pension  dur- 
ing ber  life  from  xhm  erowih  Tbia  widow  wots  sister  to  the 
mother  of  tb«  celdHrated  Pope* 

1  Bios.  Mt.--JobMMi  and  Ch«laie»*i  EngHsh  PocU. 
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Answerable  to  Cooper's  abilities  in  paintipg,  was  his 
skill  in  music ;  and  be  was  reckoned  one  of  the  best  late- 
ni^ts,  as  well  as  the  most  excellent  limner,  of  his  time.  . 
He  spent  several  years  of  his  life  abroad,  was  personally 
acquainted  with  the  greatest  men  of  France,  Holland,  and  . 
his  own  country,  and  by  his  works  was  universally  known 
in  all  parts  of  Europe.  He  died  at  London  May  5,  1672, 
aged  6c$,  and  ivas  buried  in  Pancras  church  in  the  fields ; 
where  there  is  a  fine  marble  monument  set^over  him,  with 
a  Latin  inscription. 

He  had  an  elder  brother,  Alexander  Cooper,  who  was 
also  brought  up  to  limning  by  Uoskins,  their  uncle.  Ale>c* 
ander  performed  well  in  miniature;  and  going  beyond 
sea,  became  limner  to  Christina,  queen  of  Sweden,  yet 
was  far  exceeded  by  his  brother  Samuel.  He  also  painted 
landscapes  in  water-colours  extremely  well,  and  was  ac- 
counted an  admirable  draughtsman.^ 

COOPER  or  COUPER  (Thomas),  a  learned  English 
bishop,  was  born  at  Oxford  about  1517,  and  educated  in 
the  school  adjoining  to  Magdalen  college  ;   and,  having 
made  great  progress  in  grammar  learning,  and  gained  high 
reputation,  he  was  there  elected  first  demy,  then  proba- 
tioner in   1539,  and  perpetual  fellow  the  year  after.     He 
quitted  his  fellowship  in  1546,  being  then  married,  as  it  is 
supposed ;  and  when  queen  Mary  came  to  the  crown,  ap- 
plied himself  to  the  study  of  physic,  and,  taking  a  bache- 
lor's degree,  practised  it  at  Oxford,  because  he  was  secretly 
inclined  .to  the  Protestant  religion ;  but  upon  the  death  of 
that  queen,  be  returned  to  bis  former  study  of  divinity, 
March  1567,  be  took  the  degree  of  D.D.  and  about  that 
time  was  made  dean  of  Christ«church.     In  1569  he  was 
mad^  dean  of  Gloucester,  and  the  year  after  bishop  of  Lin- 
cok|.    July  1572,  he  preached  a  sermon  at  St.  Paul's  cross, 
in  vindication  of  the  church  of  England  and  its  liturgy ;  to 
which  an  answer  was  sent  him  by  a  disaffected  person,  which 
ansvi^er  Strype  has  printed  at  length  in  his  **  Annals  of 
the  Reformation."     In  1577  the  queen  sent  him  a  letter  to 
put  a  stop  to  those  public  exercises  called  prophesyings,  in 
his    diocese.     These  prophesyings  were   grounded  upon 
1  Cor.  xi^.  31.  ^^  Ye  may  all  prophesy  one  by  one,  that 
all  m^y  learn,  and  all  may  be  comforted.''     They  were  set 

on  foot  in  several  parts  of  the  kingdom  about  1 57 1 ;  and  con-* 

» 

i  WalpoIe>8Aiiecdotes,-7Pilkington. 


C  O  O  I*  E  R.  siss 

suted  of  conferences  among  the  clergy,  for  the  better  im-' 
proving  of  themselves,  and  one  aiiother,  in  the  knowledge  * 
of  scripture  and  divinity  ;  but  in  1577  were  generally  sup- 
pressed,  on  account  of  their  being  thought  seminaries  of 
puritanism.  In  1584  hewas  translated  to  the  bishopric  of 
Windiester ;  which  diocese  abounding  greatly  with  papists, 
be  petitiodied  the  privy-council  to  suppress  them;  and 
among  other  methods  proposed,  *'  that  an  hundred  or  two 
of  pbstinate  recusants^  lusty  men,  well  able  to  labour, 
might  by  some  convenient  commission  be  taken  up,  and 
be  sent  into  Flanders  as  pioneers  and  labourers,  whereby 
the  country  should  be  disburdened  of  a  company  of  dan- 
gerous people,  and  the  rest  that  remained  be  put  in  some 
fear." 

This  reverend  and  holy  bishop,  as  Wood  calls  him, 
upon  the  discovery  of  William  Parry's  treason,  issued  an 
order  of  prayer  and  thanksgiving  for  the  preservation  of 
the  queen's  life  and  safety,  to  be  used  in  the  diocese  of 
Winchester;  and",  Nov.  17,  1588,  preached  at  St.  Paul's 
cross,  that  being  a  day  of  public  th)sinksgiving,  as  well  for 
the  queen's  accession,  as  for  the  victory  obtained  over  the 
Spanish  armada.  He  died  at  Winchester  in  April  1594, 
and  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  there.  Over  his  grave, 
which  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  choir,  was  soon  after 
'laid  a  flat  marble,  with  a  Latin  inscription  in  prose  and 
verse,  which  was  probably  defaced  at  the  new  paving  of  the 
clioir. 

The  character  of  this  bishop  has  been  represented  in  an. 
advantageous  light  by  several  writers.     Bale  styles  him  a 
very  learned  man  :  eloquent,  and  well  acquainted  with  the 
English  and  Latin  languages ;  and  Godwin  says,  that  he 
was  a  man  of  great  gravity,  learning,  and  holiness  of  life. 
"  He  was,",  says  Wood,  .**  furnished  with  all  kind  of  team- 
ing, almost  beyond  all  his  contemporaries ;  and  not  only 
adorned  the  pulpit  with  his  sermons,  but  also  the  common- 
wealth of  learning  with  his  writings."     "  Of  him,"  says  sir 
John  Harrington,  ^^  I  can  sa^  much ;  and  I  should  do  him 
great  wrongs  if  I  should  say  toothing :   for  he  was  indeed  a 
reverend  man,  very  well  learned,  exceeding  industrious ; 
jand^  which  was  in  those  days  counted  a  great  praise  to  him, 
and  a  chief  cause  of  his  preferment,  he  wrote  that  great 
dictionary  that 'yet  bears  his  name.     His  life  in  Oxford 
was  very  commendable,  and  in  some  sort  saint-like  ;  for, 
if  it  is  saint-like  to  live  unrieproveable,  to  bear  a  cross  pa- 
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tieotlyy  to  fwigiirf  great  injuria*  firieiyt  Ibis  mm't  exsapk 
is  sampleleat  in  ibis  age  *•*'  He  married  a  wifi»  ai  Oxford, 
by  whom  he  bad  two  dauehien :  but  he  was  not  happy  wiih 
ber»  the  proving  nafaitbuiil  to  hb  bed.  <<  The  whole  uni* 
vettity,*'  fir  John  Harrii^glon  teUa  us,  ^  in  reverence  to  the 
man,  and  indigni^  of  the  matiar^  eflSeted  to  separate  bet 
from  him  by  public  authority^  and  ao  to  set  htn  freci  being 
the  innocent  party  :^  but  be  would  by  no  means  agree 
thereto,  alleging  be  knew  bis  own  iDfirmiiy,  that  be  might 
not  live  unmarried ;  and  to  divorce  and  marry  agaia^  he 
would  ocrt  charge  his  conduct  with  so  great  a  scandaL*'  The 
character  of  tUs  woquaii  aMhes  us  doubt  the  stoiy  that 
she  burnt  the  notes  which  her  husband,  bad^  for  eight  vearit 
beeaxoUecting  for  his  dictionary,  lest  he  should  kill  him^ 
self  with  study*  Such  a  proof  of  affsction,  however  per- 
plexiug  to  a  student,  was  not  likely  from  such  a  wife  as 
Mrs.  C!looper. 

His  writings  were  :  l .  <<  The  epitome  of  Chronicles  from 
the  17  th  year  after  Christ  to  15'K),  and  thence  to  isea*^ 
The  two  first  parts  of  this  chronicle,  and  the  beginning  of 
the  third]  as  far  as  the  I7th  year  after  Christ,  were  com- 
posed by  Thomas  iaoque^  a  yeuog  man  of  24  years  old  :  but 
be  dying  immaturely.  Cooper  finished  the  woik,  and  pobr 
lished  it  under  the  title  of  ^^  Cocper^s  Chmiicle,"  though 
the  running^tiUe  of  the  first  and  second  part  is  **  Lanqoet^s- 
Chronicle*"  A  faulty  edition  of  this  work  was  published 
surreptitiously  in  1559 ;  but  that  of  1560,  in  4tO|  was  re^ 
vised  and  corrected  by  Cooper.  2.  '^  Thesaurus  Lingue 
Romans  &  Britannicss,*'  &c.  and,  ^^  Dictionarium  hssto* 
Ticum  &  poeticum***  1 5^6$^  folio.  This  dictionary  was  se 
much  esteemed  by  queen  EHaabetb^  that  she  endeavoured, 
as  Wood  tells  us,  to  promo'te  the  author  for  it  ia  the  churcb 
as  high  as  she  could*  k  is  an  improvement  of  **^  Bib)io« 
theca  £liot»,''  Eliot's  library  or  dictionary,  prialed  iis 
1541 ;  or,  as  some  think,  it  is  taken  out  of  Robert  SHH' 
pben$^s  **  Thesaurus  Lin|Bu»  Latinaci,  and  ^  Frisii  Lexicon 
Latino-Teutoiiicua)^**  &.  *^  A  brief  exposition  of  such  chap* 
ters  of  the  Old  Tesliament  as  usuaJly  are  read  ia  the  church 
at  common  prayer,  on  tbe  Sundays  tbroaghout  the  year," 
1573,  ata    4.  <<  A  sermoe  ajt  Lincoln,'^  15^7S^  8vo«    51 

*  The  onty  charge  bmngbt  againtt  bis  bishopric  pc(^uoed     $,700i     bi^ 

him  was  that  of  covetoiisneM,  while  cle4r  profits  amounted  only  to  398f. 

bivhop  of   Wi«c)M«teri   but  Ihia  h«  Strjipe'ft  AdmIb,  appwdisg  vol.  III. 

fully  refuted,  by  prgnviof  that^  tbftusb  pu.5S» 
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^*  Twehp  SerwonV'  1580,  4t;p,  6.  *<  Ao  tKtooAUiipn  to 
th^  pepple  pf  £Qg}^nd|  vber^in  are  t^ns^/^^ad  ;)pt  only  tl^i 
slaqdemii^  DPtrutb^  rpprof^hfiUly  uttered  by  M^rUn  ib#  U-t 
bpjier,  b^t  s|lsQ  ip^ny  otb^r  crimes  by  ^QW^  pf  bi^  bi^Qp^y 
ojy^giied  generally  against  *U  bishop^i  *nd  thp  chiff  pf  *bf 
ol^rgy>  pvurppscily  tp  def^P^  «nd  discredit  tb?  pr^fent  stM« 
of  the  pburcb,''  I JIS9,  4<o»  Tbis  was  iin  aD«w«r  tp  Jpbn 
^  Henrys  bppk?  against  th#  esuiblbbi^  cburpb,  pubUiftbp4 
v/n<ter  mi  pa«ve  of  Martin  Mar-Prelate.  Ap  Hepry,  w  Wt 
^p<:pwpUc^s,  replied  to  tbe  bishpp'*  bppk,  i"  Jwp  ludicfottpi 
pampbtets^  entitled,  *^  Ha*  yp  any  work  (or  a  Cppper  r* 

apd  "  jviore  work  for  a  Cooper,"  * 

GOOTE  (Sir  CufaUsi),  a  distinguished  nailitary  pfl^cfit^r 
ill  tbe  ntb  ceptHry,^  wa^  the  eWei^t  son  of  Sir  Chariot 
Cppte,  who  was  crpatcid  haroppt  in  Apil  1^2.1,    He  waa  ^ 

ffK)tli?map  oisgr^at  pQa$idpraUpn  ia  Irpbind.    I7ppp  tb€^ 
.  reaMpg  PHt  ofthe  r^beliiop,  in  1641,  b#  bad  a  P09iq»i^liQ^ 

fpr  a  iregiw^nt  pf  foj^t»  and  waa  made  gaverwr  <kf  Di^bUn- 
Frocp  this  period  to  tbe  year  I6ji2^  h^  was  ^pga^^in  ai 

gr^a(  upmpter  pf  important  '3ervi<;e6  fpr  bia  country.  Jn, 
ajn[ip§t  all  the  conteata  of  which  be  look  a  part)  he 
was  ^qpce^sful  After  Ireland  wa$  reduced  to  the  pbedi^Rp^ 
of  the  parlian^Qty  w  Charles  was  pae  pf  th&  ^Q^rt  pl  Jvls-^ 
ticp  in  the  proyit^e  of  Cppnaught»  pf  which  he  wa&  loadp: 
president  by  act  of  parliament*  '^ein^  in  England  at  the. 
time  pjf  tb^  deposing  of  Richard  Grop;)wel^  hp  went  po^t 
to  Irelandj  to  carry  the  pews  to  his  brother  Henry  Crom«< 
well,  that  they  might  secure  themselves ;  btut  whep  be  peir*^ 
ceived  thai;  king  Charles  the  Secpnd's  iuterpa^t  was  Ukp^  to 
prevail,  be  sent  to  tbp  king  sir  Arthur  Fprbie^t  ^^  tp  aa^ui^ 
his  Al^P^ty  of  sir  Charles's  affection  apd  d^tv,^  apd  that  ii 
bis  Majesty  would  vouQbsfafe  to  cpme  to  IrplMd,  hp  waa 
confident  the  whplp  kingdom,  would  declare  fox  Um ;  that, 
though  tbe  pr^sput  power  iu  Spgland  bftd  reipAved  all  the 
sober  men  ffpopt  thp  gaverameat  of  the  state  in  Ijfelapdf  under 
the  character  of  pre^bytPfiana,  aadbad  put  I^udlpw^  Coj?bet,i 
and  others  ofthe  king's  judges  in  their  placp^^^yet  ^ley  were 

Sme.rally  sq  odip^us  to  tbp.  army  as  well  aa  to^  the  pec^le, 
.  at  they  ^op|d  apize  on  tbpir  persons  and  tlvs^  castle  of 
Dublin  when  they  should  ju^B^  it  convement.'^  The  kjng 
did  npt  think  it  pi'udcn,^  tP  accent  the  invitatipu.  In  a  short 

>  Biog.  Brit^-Oodwin.— Atb.  Ox.  vol.  I.— Strype'a  P&rker,  p.  316,  346,  [451} 
465.— Strype**  Whitfift,  p.  132,  187,  288,  299t— Harrinj;ton'l  Drief  View, 
p.  61, 
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time  after^  sir  Charles  Coote,  and  some  others,  so  influenced 
the  whole  council  of  officers,  that  they  prevailed  upon  them 
to  vote  not  to  receive  colonel  Ludlow  as  commander  in 
chief,  and  made  themselves  masters  of  Athlone,  Drogheda, 
Limerick,  DuWin,  and  other  important  places,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  king.  He  immediately  caused  colonel  Monk 
to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  the  king's  in- 
terest in  Ireland,  who  urged  them  by  every  means  not  to 
restore  the  Suspended  commissioners  to  the  exercise  of 
their  authority.  Soon  after,  sir  Charles  Coote  and  others 
sent  to  the  ))arHament  a  charge  of  high  treason  against  co- 
lonel Ludlow,  Corbet,  Jones,  and  l*homlinsonI  He  like- 
wise made  himself  master  of  Dublin  castle ;  and  appre- 
hended John  Coke,  chief  justice  of  Ireland,  who  had  been 
solicitor- general  at  the  trial  of  king  Charles  I.  Notwith- 
standing this,  parliament  thought  themselves  so  sure  of  him 
in  their  intecest,  that  te  received  their  vote  of  thanks  on 
the  5th  of  Jan.  1659-60.  On  the  19th  of  the  same  month 
be  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  for  the  manage^ 
ment  of  the  aflkirs  of  Ireland.  Before  those  commission- 
ers declared  for  king  Charles,  they  insisted  upon  certain' 
things  relating  to  their  interest  as  members  of  that  nation. 
On  the  6th  Of  September  1660,  sir  Charles  Coote,  on  ac- 
count of -his  many  and  very  valuable  services  for  the  royal 
cause,  was  created  baron  and  viscount  Coote,  and  earl  of 
Montrath  in  the  Queen's  county.  He  was  also  appointed 
one  of  the  Lords  justicl»s  of  Ireland,  but  he  did  not  long* 
enjoy  tlrese*  marks  of  his  sovereign's  favour,  for  hfe  died  in 
December  1*661,  and  was  succeeded  in  his  estate  and  titles 
by  his  son  Charles,  the  second  earl.  Dr.  Leland  asserts  that 
Coote  and  bris  father  had  engaged  in  the  parliamentary  ser- 
vice not' from  principle,  but  interest.  Dr.  Kippis,  how- 
ever, doubts  the  assertloti,  upon  the  ground  that  the  Cootes 
were  zealous  presbyterians ;  and  therefore  he  thinks  it 
highly  probable  that  they  were  influenced,  at  least  in  part, 
-by  their  real  sentiments,  civil  and  religious,  and  especially 
by  their  aversion  from  popery.  * 

COOTE  (Sir  Eyre),  a  descendant  of  the  preceding 
family,  was  the  son  of  Chidley  Coote,  esq.  by  Jane,  sister 
of  George  lord  Carbery.  He  was  born  in  1726,  and, 
having  at  an  early  period  devoted  himself  to  arms,  if  we 
are  not  misinformed,  served  in  bis  majesty's  troops  during 

^  Biog.  Brit.^Clar|(e's  Lives,  fol.  1684, 


C  O  OT  E.  «37 

the  rebellion  ia  17.45.  In  the  beginning  of  th^  year  1754 
the  regiment  under  colonel  Aldercon,  to  whiph  ,sir  £yr(» 
Coote  belonged,  embarked  from  Ireland  to  the  East  Indies, 
In  January  1757,  sir  Eyre,  then  a  captain,  was  ordered  by 
admiral  Watson  to  take  possession  of  Calcutta,  surrender^ 
by  the. nabob,  of  which  he  was  appointed  governor,  but  of 
which  he  was  almost  imn^^diately  dii^poisessefl  by  colonel 
Clive,  who  claimed  to  b/^  the  superior  pffic^r:  .  He  w^s 
afterwards  employed  iu  the  r^uctioii  of  Houghleyand  of 
Cbandenagore.  At  the  battle  of  Plassey,  in  June,  he  sig« 
nalized  himself  so  much,  as  to  be  entitled  to  a^on^iderable 
share*  of  the  honour  of  that  imports^nt  victory. .  In  July, 
being  thec)  a  major,  he  was  detached  wi|:h:  a:  party  in  pur* 
suit  of  monsieur  Law,  who  l^ad  collected  feog^therthe  dis* 
persed  French ;  which  expedition,  though  it  did  not  jsuc* 
ceed  as  to  its  principal  object,  die  capture  of  Mr.  Law^* 
was  yet  attended  with  advantages  both, to  the  company  and 
the  country  a^  large.  In  the.  same* year^  general  Lally 
threateniaig;  (besiege  of  Trichinopoly^  Kn?ypr  Coote,  then 
because  a  cqlpnel,  drew  t9gether  what  forces  he  could,  and 
invested  Wan/.lQwasb,  which  he  took  the  30th  of  November, 
iu  three  daj^.  Knowing  the  advantage  of  this  place,  ge- 
neral Lally^  attempted  to  retake  it,  which  .brought  on  an 
engagjemcnt  the  2 2d  of  July  1760,  in  virfaich  the  French 
troops. were  entirely  routed^  and,  with  their  general,  fl^d- 
ip  despair  to  Pondicberry. 

The  siege  of  this  place  commenced  on  the  26  th  of  No* 
vember^^  and  was  carried  on  with  unremitted  diligence  until 
the  middle  of  January  176),  when  the  Engli^  forces  took 
possession  of  this  important  town  ; ,  the  gjarrison,  consisting 
of  1400  European  soldiers,  became  prisoners  of  war.;  .and 
a  vast  quantity  of  military  forces,  and  great  riches,  were 
given  up  at.  discretion  to  the  victors.     This  was  the  final 
blow  ^o  the  French  power  in  India.    .On  the  coloners  re-  % 
turn  to  England,  the  next  year,  he  was  presented  by  the 
court  of  directors  with  a  diamond-hilted  sword,  which  cost 
700/.  as  a  testimony  of  gratitude  for  the  important  services 
he  had  done.    At  the  close  of  1769,  or  very  early  in  1770,^ 
he  was  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  East  India: 
Company^s  forces  in  India.     He  reached  ^Madras  in  (770^; 
but  left  that  place  again  in  October  to  proceed  to  BMs^orab, : 
from  whence  he  prosecuted  his  journey  to  Europe  Qvei^-i 
land.     The  reason  of  bis  quitting  Fort  St  George  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  owing  lo  a  dispute  with  the  governor 
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lifers.  On  iUe  9  Ut  df  Afigtfit  177 1  fie  \¥a^  iMVcf^tSd  With 
dl«  ^rdtfr  irf  the  fiaCb ;  nttdt  in  M^di  1773  he  Mt^M^  e(f- 
\m^l  6(  the  97 tb  regifMfil^  <tf  fddt,  tirhteft  bcM^  stdttotfed 
itf  £f«6ttilnd,  b6  voided  at  Fdft  G^rgef  th6l^  as  gfdvethcif. 
Oft  the  daich  of  gi^n^ral  Ckkterittg  hf  tb6  Ea^  tildies,  sif 
fiy#e  Ceot^  W&5  appointed  a  tn^mbet  6(  th«  suprC^Me  conn* 
^il  M  BefrgAli  &rrd  coAMnttttd^  6f  thd  Bfitishr  troops.  Itt 
1780^  Uydet  Ally  h&Tiitg  inv^difed  the  Cafrtitte",  g6ii6i^f 
Co6t^  w«»  iWt  with  Money  ftrid  «  rekiforeMieilt  of  ttddps 
ftotn  Bengttl  to  the  eoast  of  CoroMaffdef,  tvhefe  bc^  a^sumect 
fh«  0OttMiiMi4  of  tbe  iirttiy. 

Abotit  Jirly  1781  he  itii!^  10,60^  nfi«T^»  Emrdpetths  tctti 
niilsttes^  dcffented  Hydei^»  arMy,  cotl^isfhyg  6f  fndfe  tli^it 
}d><3^,0Od^  ActM  Pone  Notd.  This  Wa^  tbe  fifst  check  of 
numeta  giVei^  to  hhr  Career ;  at tid,  ^df hi g  tlrc^  i^ticteeditrgf 
^rajgriress  of  the  y/mti  Hyder  miff  fepefttedly  defbtftecf  by 
At  £yr€f'Coete.  Ih  1785,  the  ptibltb  ieftfki^  tp&n  te- 
^^'Ukg  hit  pi^seM^  ifif  the  Catliattk,  %«,  tdotirgli  iii  a  dying 
moM,  ngtikv  left  GifiletkitA  f6f  Madras,  itl  (M^def  tore^asstittfe 
iflMr  c<ktittiaifd  of  the  siMy  «rp6fi  that  td^st  Ae"  tfrrlved  at 
Madi<Aid  the  ^4tft  April  1 783,  tfhd  died  i«ro  day^  arflef .  His' 
corpse  .was  setit  €6  England,  alfld  kttided  ^  the  Jetey  head 
2d  Septeitibet  1784,  and  deposited  in  ttt  ehapdf  tt  Ply- 

motfth  until  (be  7th,  wbert  it  pt^eeded  to  West  P^,  i^ 
&atily^eat  itt  Hsimpshife,^  atid  WM  ffotA  tfaerfce  ttmot^^ 
on  the  14tb  for  interment  in  the  ptthh-dtttitch:  6t  Rbtk-^ 
wted.  * 

COFERNICtS^  (NiettotA^),  M  enAt^i  astrortotbei*, 
Wtfs  borii  at  Thoiii  iti  Prussia,  Jstmiary  f  9,  1^4Y3\  Hti^  fit- 
tber  wa§  a  sCfatige^^  blit  fi^ttt  what  part  of  £uf6pe  is  utt- 
htidWA.  He'  settled  bei^e  as  a  neVcfaatyt,  and  the  ^ctibf^ 
of  the  eky  prove  that  he  <^iafined  the  fVeedOM  df  1" hofrit 
in  1462.  It  seeetis  deal'  that  he  must  baif'e  been^  dptflettt 
xrirdiHiisiitfK^,  anf^  of  consideraCioiV,  ttot  only  AdiA  the 
libera  ediactftioiy  wbiclr  ho  bestowed  trpoii  bis  son',  but 
ff&m  ihenink  of  bi»  wife,  the  sister  of  Lnea  W&t^elr(^e; 
Imhop  of  EriMeltttid,  a  prelate  deseended  tt<m  bite  cyf  ^* 
nres^  illMtrlotiS  fimiHes*  of  Peiisti  ProiSsia!:  Nidbol^  wa^ 
ins^licied^  iif  the  Letiti.  tod  Gf  eek  latigtifage^'  it  lMa&;  totf 
afierwafd  sent  to  CrielcoWf  where  he  studied  philoi^opby, 
mftttetfiaties;  aA^  DiiedSeitie :  though*  hte  gediuj{  W^nf&tu- 
rall^tuifttedht^  nia:chem^tics,  whiclr  he  chiefly  studted,  ttndt 

1  Cftnh  Magr    See  tud^^  jind  roU  iX3S&  p.  2^9. 
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I)(Mntted  through  idl  itt  varbiis  branches*  lie  stt  tmt  fbf 
Italy  at  tweaty«three  years  of  agtt^  stopptag'  at  Boio{p»% 
that  he  might  coDverse  with  the  celebrated  aitPMMOfei^  ^ 
that  place,  Dominic  Maria,  whom  be  assisted  fi>r  scmeie 
time  ia  making  his  observations*  From  hence  he  passed  to 
Rome,  where  he  was  presently  considered  at  not  itifevief 
to  the  famous  RegiomontanuB.  Here  he  soon  aeqirited  9& 
great  a  repulation,  that  be  was  chosen  professor  of  aladl€^^ 
maticsy  which  he  taught  there  for  a  ton^  time  with'  the 
greatest  applause ;  and  liere  also  he  made  some  tlstrbbo^ 
mical  observations  about  the  year  1500. 

Afterward,  returnitig  to  his  own  country,  be  began  tty 
apply  his  fond  of  obserrationa  and  tnatfaema^t<eal  ktio^v^ 
ledge,  to  correcting  the  system  of  astronomy  which,  then 
prevailed.  He  set  about  ootleciing  all  the  books  that  MA 
been  written  by  pfailosepfaers  and  astronomen,  and  to  i&Hvk*^ 
niine  ^U  the  various  hypotheses  they  had  inrrenied  fdt  the 
solution  of  the  celestial  phaenomena ;  to  try  if  a  mote  sym* 
metrical  order  and  constitution  of  the  parts  of  the  Worid 
could  not  be  discovered,  and  a  more  just  aad  eitquisite 
harmony  in  its  motions  established,  than  what  the  astrono^ 
mers  of  those  times  so  easily  admitted*  Bot  of  atl  tbeif 
hypotheses^  none  pleased  htm  so  well  aa  the  Pythagt>t<ean> 
which  made  the  sun  to  be  the  centre  of  ^le  system^  and 
supposed  the  earth  to  move  both  round  the  Sun,  and  ttlso 
round  its  own  axis.  He  thought  he  chseern^  tfmch  bean> 
uful  order  and  proportion  in  this;  and  diat  all  the  embar-^ 
r^ment  and  pevplexity,  from  epicycles  and  'exeeiu?ric^, 
which  atteiidod  the  Ptolemaic  hypotheses,  wo«dd  here  be 
entirely  remoiwd* 

This  systens  he  began  to  consider,  and  So  wviteupM*, 
when  he  was  about  thirty-frve  years-  of  age.  He  ^ai^eAdfy 
contemplated  the  phenomena;  made  mathemaficat  calbu'' 
lationa; ;  ^Kanuned  the  observations  of  the  afyci«nlis>  Md! 
Q»ade  new  ones  of  his  own ;  till^  after  mot^e  tlMtn,  tti^enty 
years  chiefly  speist  ia  this  manner,  he  brought  Iris  schettre 
to  perfedaoo,  estaUiahiBg  that:  system  ot  the  world  wfritih 
goes  by  his  itame,  and  is  now  untvetsally  received  by  all 
phjloso^^Sii.  It  had>  indeed,  been  maintained  by  many 
of  the  anaeiHs  $  pacticuladiy  Ecphantus,  Seleucns^  Aristar- 
cb«s,  Pbilolaua^  Cleantfaea  Samius,  Nicetas^  Heraelides 
Pontiqus^  Plato^  and  Pythafgoras ;  from  the  last  of  whofn 
it  was  anciently  called  the  PytfaagiBric,  or  PychagoreaiV  ^ys- 
tttn.     It  was  also  held,  by  Ajpchimedes,  in  his  boob  of  the 
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Bumber  of  the  grains  of  sarid ;  but  after  bim  it  became  neg««' 
lecledy  and  even  forgotten,  for  many  ages;  till  Coperni- 
eus.nvivad  it;  from  iirhom  it  took  the  ne^r  name  of  the 
Copemicao  system. 

,  This  system^  however,  was  at  first  looked  upon  as  a 
pOftdangerousheresy,  and  his  work  had  long  been  finished 
and  perfected,  before  he  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  give 
it  to  the  world,  although  strongly  urged  to  it  by  his  friends. 
At  length,  yielding  to  their  entreaties,  it  was  printed,  and 
he  had  but  just  received  a  perfect  copy,'  when  he  died  the 
24th  of  May  1543,  at  70  years  of  age ;  by  which  it  is  pro- 
bable be  was  happily  relieved  from  the  violent  fatiatical 
persecutions  which  were  but  too  likely  to  follow  the  publi- 
cation ^f  his  astronomical  opinions ;  and  which  indeed  was 
afterward  the  fate  of  Galileo,  for  adopting  and  defending 
them.  The  system  of  Copernicus,  says  a  late  learned 
writer,  was  not  received,  on  its  appearance,  with  any  de* 
gree  of  that  approbation  which  it  deserved,  and  which  it 
now  universally  obtains.  Its  cold  reception,  indeed,  fully 
justified  the  hesitation  and  tardiness  of  the  author  to  eom- 
municate  it  to  the  world.  Jt  gave  such  a  violent  contradic- 
tion both  to  the  philosophical  principles  of  the  age,  and 
the  immediate  evidence  of  sense,  that  all  its  advantages 
were  undervalued,  and  pi^oved  insufficient  to  procure  to  it 
general  credit.  The  conception  of  Copernicus  which  re-' 
presented  the  distance  of  the  fixed  stars  from  the  sun  to  be 
so  immense,  that  in  comparison  with  it  the  whole  diameter 
of  the  terrestrial  orbit  shrunk  into  an  imperceptible  point, 
was  too  great  to  be  adopted  suddenly  by  men  accustomed 
to  refer.all  magnitudes  to  the  earth,  and  to  consider  the 
earth  as  the  principal  object  in  the  universe.  Instead  of 
being  reckoned  .an  answer  to  the  objection  against  the  an- 
nual revolution  of  the  earth,  that  her  axis  was  not  found 
directed  to  different  stars,  it.  was  rather  considered  as  the 
sjubterfuge  of:  one  who  had  invented,  and  therefore*  tried  to 
vindicate  an /absurdity;  and  when,  in  answer  to  another! 
equally  powerful  objeiction,'  that  no  varieties'of  firbase  were 
se^n  in  the'  placets,  especialty  in  Venus  andM^ury,  Co--. 
pernfeus  coi^td  only-  express'  hiti  hopes  that  sM^  varieties 
would  be  discovered  in  future  times,  liis  ;r0pty,  though^  it 
now  raises  adjniratiot),  xoiild  not  in  his  own  times  maJ^e 
tlie  least  impres^ionion. those  whox>pposed  bis  system. 

.  The  above  work.of,  Copernicus,  first  printed  at  Norim- 
berg  in  foliQ^   1^43,  .and  of  which,  there  have  been  other 
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i^dition^  ^nce,  is  entitled  '^  De  revolutionibus  drbium  ccs« 
lestium/*  being  a  larg^  body  of  astronomy,  in  six  books. 
When  Rheticus,  the  disciple  of  our  author,  returned  out  of 
Prussia,  he  brought  with  him  a  tract  of  Copernicus  on 
plane  and  spherical  trigonometry,  which  he  had  printed  lyt 
Norimberg,  and  which  contained  a  table  of  sin^s.  It  was 
afterward  printed  at  the  end  of  the  first  book  of  the  Revo-^ 
lutions.  An  edition  of  our  author's  great  work  was  also 
published  in  4to,  at  Amsterdam^  in  1617^  under  the  title 
of  <^  Astronomia  instaurajta^''  illustrated  with  notes  by  Ni*- 
colas  M uler  of  Groningen. 

It  has  not  yet  been  noticed  that  Copernicus  was  in  the 
churchy  and  is  said  to  have  perforn^d  the  duties  of  his 
function  with  care>  but  does  not  appear  to  have  concerned 
himself  with  the  disputes  occasioned  by  the  reformation. 
He  was  indebted  to  the  patronage  of  his  maternal  uncle  for 
his  ecclesiastical  promotions ;  being  made  a  prebendary  of 
the  church  of  St.  John  at  Thorn,  and  a  canon  of  the  church 
of  Frawenberg  in  the  diocese  of  Ermeland.       / 

A  late  traveller  observes,  as  not  a  little  remarkable,  that 
80  sublime  a  discovery  as  Copernicus  produced,  should 
have  originated  in  a  part  of  Europe  the  most  obscure,  and 
hardly  civilized,  while  it  escaped  the  finer  genius  of  Italy 
and  of  France.  He  also  informs  us,  that  at  Thorn,  though 
8^  part  of  the  building  has  been  destroyed  by  fire,  the  cham« 
ber  is  still  religiously  preserved  in  which  Copernicus  was 
born.  His  remains  are  buried  under  a  fiat  stone,  in  one 
of  the  side  ailes  of  the  most  ancient  church  of  Thoiti. 
Above  is  erected  a  small  monument,  on  which  is  painted  a 
half-length  portrait  of  him.  The  face  is  that  of  a  mangle* 
clined  in  years,  pale  and  thin ;  but  there  is>  in  th^  expres* 
sion  of  the  countenance,  something  which  pleases^  and 
conveys  the  idea  of  intelligence.  His  hair  and  eyes  are 
black,  his  hands  joined  in  prayer^  and  he  is  habited  in  the 
dress  of  a  priest :  before  him  is  a  crucifix,  at  his  foot  a 
skull,  and  behind  appear  a  globe  and  compass.  Whea 
expiring  he  is  said  to  have  confessed  himself^  as  long  and 
uniform  tradition  reports,  in  the  following  Latin  verses, 
which  are  inscribed  on  the  monument : 

^'  Non  parem  Paulo  gratiam  requiro^ 
Veniam  Petri  neque  posco^  sed  quam 
In  crucis  ligno  dederat  latroni, 
Sedulusoro/' 
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These  demonstrate,  that  when  near  his  dissolution,  aH 
eares  or  inquiries,  except  those  of  a  religious  nature,  had 
ceased  to  affect  or  agitate  him.  ^ 

COQUES  (GONZALO),  an  esteemed  painter  of  portraits  and 
conversations,  was  born  at  Antwerp  in  1618,  and  was  a  disciple 
'of  the  old  David  Ryckaert,  under  whose  direction  he  applied 
himself  diligently  to  cultivate  those  promising  talents  which 
he  possessed,  not  only  by  practising  the  best  rules  admi- 
nistered to  him  by  his  instructor,  but  also  by  studying  na- 
ture with  singular  attention.  He  was  a  great  admirer  of 
Vandyck ;  and  fixing  on  the  manner  of  that  great  artist  as 
bis  model,  had  the  happiness  of  so  far  succeeding,  that 
next  to  him  he  was  resteemed  equal  to  any  other  painter  of 
his  time.  In  the  school  of  Ryckaert,  he  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  paint  conversations,  and  he  frequently  composed 
subjects  of  fancy,  like  Teniers,  Ostade,  and  his  master ; 
and  by  that  habit  be  introduced  a  very  agreeable  style  of 
portrait-painting  in  a  kin^  of  historical  conversations,  which 
seemed  much  more  acceptable  to  persons  of  taste  than  the 
general  manner  of  painting  portraits,  and  procured  him 
great  reputation  and  riches.  In  that  way  he  eomposed  se- 
veral fine  pictures  for  Charles  I.  and  likewise  several  for 
the  archduke  Leopold  and  the  prince  of  Orange ;  which 
latter  prince,  as  a  mark  of  respect,  presented  Coques  with 
a  rich  gold  chain,  and  a  gold  medal,  on  which  the  bust  of 
that  prince  was  impressed.  He  died  in  16S4.  He  bad  an 
excellent  pencil ;  his  portraits  were  well  designed,  with 
easy  natural  attitudes  ;  he  disposed  the  figures  in  his  com- 
position so  as  to  'avoid  confusion  and  embarrassment ;  he 
gave  an  extraordinary  clearness  of  colour  to  his  heads  and 
hands  ;  and  his  toueh  was  free,  firm,  and  broad — a  circum- 
stance  very  uncommon  in  works  of  a  small  size. ' 

CORAM  (Capt.  Thomas),  an  eminent  philanthropist^ 
was  born  about  1668,  bred  to  the  sea,  and  spent  the  first 
part  of  his  lifb  as  master  of  a  vessel  trading  to  our  colonies. 
While  he  resided  in  that  part  of  the  metropolis  which  is  the 
common  residence  of  sea- faring  people,  basiness  often 
obliged  him  to  come  early  into  the  city  and  return  late; 
when  he  had  frequent  occasions  of  seeing  young  children 

1  Moreri. — Martin's  Biog.  Philos.— Hi|ttoa*8  Dict—Wrasa)t's  Memoirs  of 
the  Courts  of  Berlin,  &c. — Small's  Account  of  Keplor's  Discoveries,  8yo,  1803. 
—Lord  Bochan's  Correspondence  with  Bemouille,  and  a  portrait,  in  Gent* 
Mag.  Tol.  LXVIl.-«<3assendi  Opera,  vol.  V.  where  is  his  life. 
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exposed,  through  the  indigence  or  cruelty  of  their -parenU. 
This  excited  his  compassion  so  far,  that  he  projected  the 
Foundling  Hospital;  in  which  humane  design  he  laboured 
seventeen  years^  and  at  last,  by  his  sole  application,  ob- 
tained the  royal  charter  for  it  He  was  highly  instrumental 
in  promoting  another  good  design,  viz.  the  procuring  a 
tourity  upon  naval  stores  imported  from  the  colonies;  and 
was  eminently  concerned  in  setting  on  foot  the  colonies  of 
Georgia  and  Nova  Scotia.  His  last  charitable  design^  in 
which  he  lived  to  make  some  progress,  but  hot  to  complete^ 
was  a  scheme  for  uniting  the  Indians  in  North  America 
more  closely  to  the  British  interest,  by  an  establishment  for 
the  education  pf  Indian  girls.  Indeed  he  spent  a  great 
part  of  bis  life  in  serving  the  public,  and  with  so  total  a 
disregard  to  his  private  interest,  that  towards  the  latter 
part  of  it  he  was  himself  supported  by  the  voluntary  sub-- 
scriptions  of  public-spirited  persons ;  at  the  head  of  whom 
was  that  truly  amiable  and  benevolent  prince  Frederic, 
late  prince  of  Wales.  When  Dr.  Brocklesby  applied  to 
the  good  old  man,  to  know  whether  his  setting  on  foot  a 
subscription  for  his  benefit  would  not  offend  him,  he  re- 
ceived this  noble  answer  :  "  I  have  not  wasted  the  little 
wealth,  of  which  I  was  formerly  possessed,,  in  self-indul- 
gence or  vain  expences,  and  am  not  ashamed  to  confess 
that,  in  this  my  old  age,  I  am  poor.'' 

This  singular  and  memorable  man  died  at  his  lodgings 
near  Leicester- square,  March  29,  1751,  in  his  84th  year; 
and  was  interred,  pursuant  to  his  desire,  in  the  vault  under 
the  chapel  of  the  Foundling-hospital,  where  an  ample  in- 
scription perpetuates  his  memory,  as  Hogarth's  portrait 
has  preserved  his  honest  countenance. 

The  Foundling  Hospital,  for  several  years  after  its  in- 
stitution, was  an  eminently  popular  object :  numbers  of 
affluent  persons  were  ardent  to  encourage  it,  and  the  beqe- 
factions  to  the  hospital  flowed  in,  in  a  very  great  abun- 
dance. It  was  at  length  taken  under  the  direction  of  par- 
liament, and,  from  1756  to  1759,  annual  and  liberal  grants 
were  made  for  its  support ;  in  consequence  of  which  chil- 
dren were  poured  in  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  Tiiis 
circumstance,  after  some  time,  excited  a  general  alarm. 
It  was  suggested,  that  the  children,  being  cut  off  from  all 
intercourse  with  their  fathers  and  mothers,  would,  when 
they  grew  up,  be  aliens  in  their  native  laud,  without  any 
fisible  obligations,   and  cmsequently  without  affectionfi, 
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It  wai  farther  suggested,  that  they  inight  look  upon  tbem-- 
selves  as  a  kind  of  independent  beings  in  society;  and 
that,  if  they  were  permitted  to  increase  as  they  had 
lately  done,  no  one  could  tell  what  harm  might  ensue  to 
the  state,  when  there Vere  such  numbers  who  could  scarcely 
be  said  to  be  connected  with  the  body  politic.  Nay,  it 
was  asked,  whether  they  might  not,  in  time,  rise  like  the 
slaves  of  Rome,  and  throw  the  kingdom  into  confusion? 
Sentiments  of  this  nature  were  first  thrown  out  to  the  world 
hy  a  Mr.  Massie,  a  political  writer  of  that  period.  In  a 
pamphlet,  entitled  ^^  A  plan  for  the  establishment  of  Cha«» 
rity-houses'  for  exposed  or  deserted  women  and  girls,  and 
for  penitent  prostitute^,'*  and  which  was  printed  in  1758, 
he  introduced  some  observations  concerning  the  Found* 
ling  Hospital,  shewing  the  ill  consequences  of  its  receiving 
public  support.  Afterwards,  in  1759,  he  made  a  secona 
attack  upon  the  Hospital,  in  a  tract  written  solely  for  that 
purpose.  In  this  tract,  the  good  man^s  zeal  upon  the  sub- 
ject led  him  to  several  extravagancies  and  absurdities  :  but 
his  general  principles,  concerning  the  evil  that  might 
arise  from  bringing  up  large  multitudes  of  people  who 
were  not  bound  to  society  by  the  common  ties  of  private 
and  domestic  affection,  had  a  powerful  influence  on  the 
public  mind.  The  indiscriminate  admission  of  infants  into 
the  Hospital  was  put  a  stop  to ;  parliamentary  support  was 
withdrawn ;  and  the  institution  was  left  to  be  maintained, 
as  it  now  is  very  handsomely^  by  the  generosity  of  indi- 
viduals. ' 

CORAS  (John  de),  in  Latin  Corasius,  was  born  at 
Toulouse,  or  rather  at  Realmont,  1513.  He  taught  law  at 
Anger,  Orleans,  Paris,  Padua,  Ferrara,  and  Toulouse,  with 
universal  applause,  and  was  afterwards  counsellor  to  the 
parliament  of  Toulouse,  and  chancellor  of  Navarre ;  but, 
turning  protestant,  was  driven  from  Toulouse,  1562,  and, 
with  difHculty,  restored  by  the  patronage  of  chancellor  de 
PHospital,  his  friend.  This  return,  however,  proved  un- 
fortunate; for  he  was  murdered  in  that  city,  1573,  after 
the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  was  known  there.  He 
left  only  a  daughter.  Coras  wrote  some  excellent  works 
in  Latin  and  French,  the  principal  of  which  were  printed, 
1556  and  1558,  2  vols.  foL  His  <^  Miscellaneorum  Juris 
Civilis  libri  tres,"  is  particularly  valued.     His  life  was 
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written  by  a  descendant,  James  Coras,  also  a  protestant, 
and. published  in  1673,  4to.* 

CORBET  (John),  a  nonconfprmist  divine  of  conside- 
rable note,  the  son  of  a  mechanic  at  Gloucester,  was  born 
in  that  city  in  1620,  and  after  being  educated  at  a  gram- 
mar school  there,  became  a  bailer  of  Magdalen  hall,  Ox- 
ford, in  1636,  and  in  1639- was  admitted  bachelor  of  arts. 
After  taking  orders,  he  preached  at  Gloucester,  where  he 
resided  during  the  siege,  of  which  he  published  an  m:- 
count.  He  then  removed  to  Chichester,  and  afterwards 
became  rector  of  Bramshot,  in  Hampshire,  frorxi  which  be 
was  ejected  in  J  662.  He  lived  privately  in  London  and 
its  neighbourhood  until  king  Charles  II/s  indulgence,  when 
a  pan  of  bis  congregation  invited  him  to  Chichester,  where 
he  preached  among  them,  and  had  a  conference  with  bishop 
Gunning  on  the  topics  which  occasioned  his  non-conforr 
mity ;  but  Corbet  was  too  closely  attached  to  the  prin- 
^  cipWs  which'  prevailed  during  the  usurpation  ta  yield  ia 
any  point  to  the  discipline  of  the  church.  He  died  pec. 
26 J  1680.  Baxter,  who  preached  his  funeral  sermon,  gives 
a  very  high  opinion  of  his  learning,  piety,  and  humility* 
He  wrote  many  practical  tracts,  one  of  which,  entitled 
f^  Self-employment  in  secret,''  was  some  years  ago  re- 
printed by  the  Rev.  William  Unwin,  rector  of  Stock  cum 
Ramsden,  in  Essex.  Corbet's  most  curious  work  is  his 
*'  Historical  relation  of  the  Military  Government  of  Glou- 
cester, from  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  to  the  removal 
of  col.  Massie  to  the  command  of  the  western  forces,"  1645, 
4to.  The  state  of  religious  parties  is  well  illustrated  in 
another  work  entitled  **  The  Interest  of  England  in  the 
matter  of  Religion,"  1661,  8vo.  Corbet  had  also  a  con- 
siderable share  in  compiling  the  first  volume  of  Rushwortb's 
**  Historical  Collections."  * 

CORBET  (Richard),  an  English  prelate,  but  better 
known  and  perhaps  more  respected  as  a  poet,  was.  the  son 
of  Vincent  Corbet,  and  was  born  at  Ewell  in  Surrey,  in 
1582.  His  father,  who  attained  the  age  of  eighty,  appears 
to  have  been  a  man  of  excellent  character,  and  is  cele- 
brated in  one  of  his  son's  poems  with  filial  ardour.  For 
some  reason  he  assumed  the  name  of  Pointer,  or,  perhaps, 
relinquished  that  for  Corbet,  which  seems  more  probable  : 
his  usual  residence  was  at  Wbittou  in  the  county  of  Mid* 
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dlesexy  where  he  was  noted  for  his  skill  in  horticulture^ 
and  amassed  considerable  property  in  houses  and  land^ 
whieb  he  bequeathed  to  his  son  at  his  death  in  1619.  Our 
poet  was  educated  at  Westminster  school^  and  in  Lent* 
term,  1597*8,  entered  in  Broadgate  hail  (afterwards  Pem- 
broke college),  and  the  year  following  was  admitted  a  stu« 
dent  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  where  he  soon  became 
noted  among  men  of  wit  and  vivacity.  In  1605  he  took 
his  master's  degree,  and  entered  into  holy  orders.  In 
1612  he  pronounced  a  funeral  oration  in  St.  Mary's  church, 
Oxf9rd,  on  the  death  of  Henry,  prince  of  Wales;  and  the 
lallowing  year,  another  on  the  interment  of  that  eminent 
benefactor  to  learning,  sir  Thomas  Bodley.  In  1618  he 
look  a  journey  to  France,  from  which  he  wrote  the  epistle 
10  sir  Thomas  Aylesbury.  His  "  Journey  to  France,**  one 
of  his  most  humorous  poems,  is  remarkable  for  giving  some 
irdits  of  the  French  character  that  are  igisible  in  the  present 
day.  King  James,  who  showed  no  weakness  in  the  choice 
ef  his  lilelrary  favourites,  made  him  one  of  his  chaplains  in 
ordinary,  and  in  1 627  advanced  him  to  the  dignity  of  dean 
of  Christ  Chm'cb.  At  this  time  he  was  doctor  in  divinity, 
vieanr  of  Cassington  near  Woodstock,  in  Oxfordshire,  and 
prebendary  of  Bedminster  Secunda  in  the  church  of  Saruni. 

On  the  doth  of  July,  1629,  he  was  promoted  to  the  see 
(ftf  Oxford,  and  on  the  7th  of  April  1632  was  translated  to 
that  of  Norwich,  He  married,  probably,  before  this  time, 
Alice,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Leonard  Hutton,  vicar  of 
Flower,  or  Flore,  in  Northamptonshire,  who  had  been  his 
eontemporary  at  the  university,  and  with  whom  he  appears 
to  have  renewed  his  acquaintance  duHng  his  Iter  Boreale. 
By  this  wife  he  had  a  son,  named  after  his  grandfather, 
Vincent,  to  whom  he  addresses  some  lines  of  parental  ad- 
vice and  good  wishes.  Of  the  rest  of  his  life  little  can  be 
now  recovered.  He  died  July  £ 8,  1635,  and  was  buried 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  choir  of  the  cathedral  church  of 
Norwich.  Besides  his  son  Vincent,  he  had  a  daughter 
named  Alice.  They  were  both  living  in  1642,  when  their 
grandmother,  Anne  Hutton,  made  her  will,  and  the  son  ad-* 
ministered  to  it  in  1648,  but  no  memorial  can  be  found  of 
their  future  history.  It  would  appear  that  bis  wife  died  be* 
'  fore  him,  as  in  his  will  he  committed  his  children  to  the 
care  of  their  grandmother. 

His  most  accurate  biographer,  Mr.  Gilchrist,  to  whom 
this  sketch  .is  greatly  indebtedi  has  collected  many  parti^^ 
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culars  illttstratit^  of  his  character,  which  are^  Upon  the 
whole,  favourable.  Living  iu  turbulent  times,  when  tb^ 
church  was  assailed  from  every  quarter,  he  conducted  bkii* 
sdf  with  great  moderation  towards  the  recusants,  or  puri-^ 
tans ;  and  although  be  could  not  disobey,  yet  contrived  t9 
soften  by  a  gracious  pleasantry  of  manner^  the  bfursbet 
orders  received  from  the  metropolitan  Laudi  In  his  ptin^ 
cipleis  he  inclined  to  the  Arminianism  of  Laud,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Calvinism  of  his  predecessor,  archbishop  Abbot} 
and  it  is  evident  from  his  poems,  entertained  a  hearty  ooii<^ 
tempt  for  the  puritans,  who,  however,  could  not  reproach 
him  for  persecution.  As  he  published  no  theological  worbd 
we  are  unable  to  judge  of  his  talents  in  his  proper  profess 
sioB,  but  his  munificence  in  matters  which  regarded  th^ 
church  has  been  justly  extolled.  When  St.  Paul's  cathe*- 
dral  stopd  in  need  of  repairs,  be  not  only  contributed  four 
hundred  pounds  frojn  bis  oWn  purse,  but  dispersed  aci 
epistle  to  the  clergy  of  his  diocese,  soliciting  their  asr 
sistance.  This  epistle,  which  Mr.  Gilchrist  has  published^ 
is  highly  characteristic  of  his  propensity  to  huniOur^  as 
well  as  of  the  quaint  and  quibbling  style  of  his  age^ 

Wood  has  insinuated  that,  he  was  unworthy  to  be  made 
a  bishop,  and  it  ihust  be  owned  be  often  betrayed  a  care* 
lessness  and  indifference  to  the  dignity  of  bis  public  char 
racter.  Of  this  we  have  abundant  proof,  if  credit  be  du« 
to  Aubrey's  MSS.  in  the  Asbmolean  museum,  from  which 
Mr.  Headley  has  made  a  curious  extract.         .     - 

Fuller  says  of  him  that  he  was  "  of  a  courteous  courage^ 
and  no  destructive  nature  to  any  who  offended  him,  count* 
ing  himself  plentifully  repaired  with  a  jest  upon  him." 

His  poemS)  after  passing  through  three  editions.  Were 
lately  very  carefully  revised  and  published  by  Mr.  Gilchrist^ 
with  the  addition  of  an  excellent  life,  notes,  and  illuS"- 
trations.  As  a  poet,  it  will  not  be  found  that  Corbet  stands 
eminently  distinguished.  His  thoughts,  howevferi  are  of- 
ten striking  and  original,  although  delivered  in  th§  un^ 
couth  language  of  his  times,  and  seldom  indebted  to  cor- 
rectness of  versification.  His  faults  are  in  general  those 
of  the  age  in  which  h6  wrote,  and  if  he  fills  no  conspicuous 
place  in  poetical  history,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgot  that  he 
wrote  for  the  amusement  of  the  moment,  and  made  no 
pretensions  to  the  veneration  of  posterity.  His  principal 
objects  were  gaiety  and  merriment  at  the  expence  of  the 
more  glaring  follies  of  his  day ;  of  his  serious  efforts  it 
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ttftv  be  justly  md  that  his  feeling  was  witbout  affectation^ 
aoG  his  panegyric  witbout  servility. ' 

CORBINELLI  (James),  a  man  of  wit  and  learning  of 
tbe  sixteenth  century,  was  boni  of  an  illustrious  family  at* 
Florence.  He  went  into  France  in  tbe  reign  of  Catherine 
de  Medicis ;  and  that  queen,  to  whom  he  had  the  honour 
of  being  allied,  placed  him  with  her  son,  the  duke  of  An* 
jou,  as  a  man  of  learning,  and  a  good  counsellor.  Cor* 
binelli  paid  his  court  without  servility,  and  was  compared 
to  those  ancient  Romans  who  were  full  of  integrity,  and 
incapable  of  baseness.  Chancellor  de  rHdspital  had  a 
high  esteem  for  him.  *  He  was  a  professed  friend  and  pa* 
tron  of  the  learned,  and  frequently  printed  their  works  at 
bis  own  expence,  adding  notes  to  them,  as  he  did  to  Fra. 
Paolo  del  Rosso's  poem,  entitled  *'  La  Fisica,''  Paris,  1578^ 
Bvo;  and  to  Dante,  <^  De  Vulgari  Eloquentia,"'  1577^  8vo. 
Corbinelli  was  also  a  man  of  great  courage  and  resolution, 
address  and  intrigue.  He  wrote  down  every  thing  which 
be  heard,  while  Henry  IV.  wa3  at  the  gates  of  Paris,  and 
carried  the  paper  to  him  openly,  as  if  it  had  contained  only 
common  affairs,  or  causes.  His  easy  and  confident  ap- 
pearance deceived  the  guards  who  v^ere  placed  at  the 
gates ;  and,  as  he  seemed  to  trust  every  body,  no  body 
imistrusted  him.  Raphael  Corbinelli,  his  son,  was  secre* 
tary  to  queen  Mary  de  Medicis,  and  father  of  M.  Corbi* 
nelli,  wha  died  at  Paris,  June  19,  1716.  This  last  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  beaux  esprits  of  France ;  and 
a  man  of  strict  honour  and  integrity,  who  was  a  welcome 
guest  in  the  best  companies.  A  report  prevailing  that  at 
one  of  those  social  suppers  which  were  given  by  the  princes 
and  princesses,  who  were  Mad.  de  Maintenon's  enemies, 
all  the  other  party  had  been  ieftnpooned,  it  was  thought 
that  some  particulars  might  be  known  from  Corbinelli,  who 
was  present  M.  d'Argenson,  lieutenant  of  the-  police, 
accordingly  visited  the  gouty  epicurean,  and  asked  him 
**  whe^e  he  supped  such  a  day  r*  *^  I  think  I  do  not  re- 
sjaferober,"  replied  Corbinelli,  yawning.  ^*  Are  you  not 
acquainted  with  such  and  such  princes  T'  **  I  forget.^* 
^^  Have  you  not  supped  with  them  V^  ^^  I  remember  nothing 
of  it.''  ^^  But  I  think  such  a  man  as  you  ought  to  remember 
things  of  this  kind.''     ^f  Yes,  sir ;  but  in  the  presence  of 

'  poems  and  Uft  as  aboye.— Head1ey?|  Beauties.— Jobsson  and  Chalmers'^ 
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such  a  man  as  you,  I  am  not  such  a  man  as  myself.'*  He 
left  ^^  Les  anciens  Historiens  Latins  r^dfiits  en  MaxLmes,*' 
with  a  preface,  which  was  attributed  to  P.  Bouhours,  printed 
1694,  12mo;  ^*  Hist,  genealogique  de  la  Maisoa  de  Goo* 
di,"  Paris,  1705,  2  vols.  4to,  and  other  works.  ^ 

CORDARA  (Julius  Caesar),  a  learned  Italian  Jesuit^ 
^as  bom  in  Alexandria  de  la  Paglia  in  1704.  He  was  the 
second  son  of  the  count  of  Calamandrana,  des^cended  from 
an  ancient  and  noble  family,  originally  from  Nice.  Ha 
Was  educated  in  the  Jesuits'  college  at  Rome,  and  in  171^ 
entered  the  society,  where  his  progress  in  learning  was  so 
rapid  that  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age  he  was  employed 
<as  a  teacher  in  the  college  of  Viterbo,  and  then  gradually 
preferred  to  those  of  Ferrao  and  Apcona,  and  lastly  to  that 
of  Rome.  Although  regularly  instituted  in  universal  li- 
terature, he  evinced  a  peculiar  predilection  for  oratory, 
poetry,  and  history.  At  the  age  of  twentv-three  he  first 
appeared  before  the  public  in  an  elegant  oiscoofse  on  the 
political  and  literary  merit  of  the  founder  of  the  Roman 
college,  pope  Gregory  XIII.  which  was  soon  followed  by 
an  equally  elegant  Latin  satire,  *^  In  fatuos  numerorum 
divinatores,  vulgo  Caballistas."  This  procured  him  ad« 
mission  into  the  academy  of  the  Arcadia,  by  the  name  of 
Panemo  Cisseo,  under  which  he  afterwards  published  «e« 
veral  of  his  poetical  works. 

His  talents  for  dramatic  poetry  became  known  when  he 
was  thirty  years  of  age,  by  an  allegoric  drama,  entitled 
^^  The  death  of  Nice,''  in  honour  of  the  princess  Clemen- 
tina, queen  of  the  titular  James  III.  who, died  in  17S5.  By 
this  he  highly  ingratiated  himself  with  the  abdicated  royal 
family  established  at  Rome,  and  his  production  was  also 
much  admired  by  the  public,  and  went  through  several 
editions.  In  his  riper  years,  however,  he  distinguished 
himself  by  performances  of  higher  importance,  particularly 
in  1737,  by  his  excellent  satires  on  ^he  literary  spirit  of 
Ithe  age^  published  under  the  name  of  L.  Sectanus,  ^<  L. 
Sectani  Q.  Fil.  de  tota  Grieculorum  hujus  setatis  littera- 
tura."  The  object  of  this  was  to  satirize  a  class  of  half<- 
jiearoed  men  in  Italy  and  in  other  countries,  who,  with  an 
insolent  and  dogmatic  spirit,  and  with  the  most  assuming 
find  disgusting  manners,  thought  themselves  authorized  to 
gpndcmn  the  existing  literary  institutions,  the  classificatioii 
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ef  sciences^  the  methods  of  teachings  and  even  the  prio* 
ciples  of  taste*  This  work  went  rapidly  through  seven 
editions. 

In  1742,  the  place  being  vacant,  the  abb£  Cordara  was 
appointed  historiographer  of  hisoitler;  and  in  1750  pub« 
lished,  in  elegant  Latin,  2  vols.  fol.  ^*  Historia  Societatia 
Jeso,  Pars  VI.  complectens  res  gestas  sub  MQtio  Vitel- 
}esco.**  Two  years  after,  this  was  followed  by  another 
work  of  less  bulk,  but  p^haps  more  curious,  entitled 
^  Caroli  Odoardi  Stuartii,  Wallise  principis,  expeditio  in 
Scotiaoi,  Libris  IV.  comprehensa.*'  This  was  thought  by 
his  friends  to  be  his  master-piece,  but  as  it  has  not  been» 
as  far  as  we  know,  imported  into  England,  we  can  give  no 
opinion  as  to  its  merits.  In  1770  Cordara  published  "  The 
History  of  the  Germanic  and  Hungarian  College  at  Rome," 
a  work  which,  though  local,  may  contribute  to  the  gene- 
ral mass  of  literary  history.  On  the  dissolution  of  the  order 
of  the  Jesuits,  some  of  whom  were  imprisoned  and  other- 
wise harshly  treated,  he  retired  in  1772  from  Rome  to  I 
Turin,  and  notwithstanding  his  advanced  age  and  change 
of  life,  resumed  his  juvenile  pursuits  in  poetry  and  belles 
lettres.  He  composed  a  drama,  "  The  Deliverance  of  Be- 
tulia  ;'*  a  burlesque  poem,  "  The  Foundation  of  Nice,'* 
accounted  one  the  best  of  the  kind  ;  his  *^  Essay  on  Mili- 
tary Eclogues,**  and  in  1783,  an  eulogy  on  Metastasio, 
none  of  which  betrayed  any  decay  in  his  powers.  To- 
wards the  close  of  his  life  he  resided  at  Alexandria,  his 
native  place,  in  a  secular  college,  where  he  died  in  1790. 
His  eloge  was  written  by  his  countryman,  the  marquis 
Charles  Guasco.  * 

CORDEMOI  (Gerard  de),  a  French  historian,  was 
born  at  Paris,  of  a  noble  family,  originally  of  Auvergne, 
and  having  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  which  he 
quitted  for  the  philosophy  of  Descartes.  Bossuet,  who 
was  no  less  an  admirer  of  that  philosopher,  procured  hirti 
the  appointment  of  reader  to  the  dauphin,  which  pffice  he 
filled  with  success  and  zeal,  and  died  the  8th  of  October 
1684,  member  of  the  French  academy,  at  an  advanced  age. 
We  are  indebted  to  his  pen  for,  1.  "  The  general  History  of 
France  during  the  two  first  races  of  its  kings,"  1685,  2  voW. 
fol.  a  work  which  the  French  critics  do  not  appreciate  so 
justly  as  it  deserves.     2.  Divers  ti*acts  in  metaphysics^  hh" 

*  Athcnaeunj>  vol.  IV. 
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iory,  politics,  and  moral  philosophy,  reprinted  in  1704,  4to, 
under  the  title  of  "  CEuvres  de  feu  M.  de  Cordemoi.** 
They  contain  useful  investigations,  judicious  thoughts^ 
and  sensible  reflections  on  the  method  of  writing  history. 
He  had  adopted  in  phitosophj^,  as  we  before  observed,  the 
Sentiments  of  Descartes,  but  without  servility ;  he  evea 
tometimes  differs  from  them.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
he  was  assisted  in  his  literary  labours  by  his  son  Lewis,  who 
was  bom  in  1651,  and  who  became  successively  a  licentiate 
of  Sorbonne,  and  an  abbot  in  the  diocese  of  Clermont4 
He  was  a  voluminous  writer,  chiefly  on  theological  sub- 
jects ; '  and  was  considered  among  the  catholics  as  an  able 
advocate  of  their  cause  against  the  attacks  of  the  defenders 
of  protestantism.  He  was,  however,  of  considerable  ser- 
vice to  his  father  in  the  latter  part  of  his  "  General  History 
of  France ;"  and,  it  is  believed,  wrote  the  whole  of  that 
part  which  extends  from  about  the  conclusion  of  the  reigti 
of  Lewis  V.  to  the  end  of  the  work.  By  order  of  Lewis 
XIV.  he  continued  that  history  from  the  time  of  Hugh 
Capet  until  the  year  1660,  which  he  did  not  live  to  finish* 
He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  in  the  year  1722.  * 

CORDERIUS.  See  CORDIER. 
"^  CORDES,  or  CORDERUS  (Balthasar),  a  learned  edi* 
tor,  was  born  at  Antwerp  in  1592,  belonged  to  the  society 
of  Jesuits  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  was  doctor  of  theo- 
logy at  Vienna,  where  he  attained  a  considerable  share  of 
celebrity,  as  professor  of  that  faculty.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  learning,  particularly  in  Greek  literature.  He  died 
at  Rome  June  24,  1650.  His  principal  works,  as  editor 
and  author,  were  "  S.  Dionysii  Areopagitae  Opera  omnia, 
Gr.  et  Lat.  cum  Scholiis,  &c."  1634,  in  2  tom.  fol. ;  "  Ex- 
positiones  Patrum  Graecorum  in  Psalmos,"  1643,  in  3  tom. 
fol. ;  "S.Cyrilli  Homiliae  in  Jeremiam,"  1648,  8vo,  &c.  &c.* 

CORDES,  or  CORDERIUS  (John),  was  born  at  Li* 
moges  in  1570,  and  at  an  early  age  discovered  a  consi« 
derable ,  turn  for  literary  pursuits^  but  the  death  of  hia 
fether  restricted  him  to  trade  until  he  was  about  thirty  years 
c(  age,  when  a  change  of  circumstances  enabled  bim  to 
indulge  his  original  propensity.  He  e^itered  into  the  so- 
ciety of  Jesuits  at  Avignon ;  but  a  series  of  ill  health 
obliged  him  to  quit  their  seminary,  and  to  pursue  bis 
studies  privately.     H^  afterwards  became  a  canon  of  his 
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native  place,  'and  a  collector  of  rare  and  valuable  books* 
He  was  himself  an  author  and  editor  of  considerable  repu- 
tation ;  and  after  his  death,  which  happened  in  1 642,  his 
library  was  purchased  by  cardinal  Mazarine.  He  was 
editor  of  the  works  of  Hincmar,  archbishop  of  Rheims ; 
and  of  the  works  of  George  Cassander.  He  translated 
father  Paul's  *^  History  of  the  Differences  between  Pope 
Paul  V.  and  the  republic  of  Venice  ;*'  and  likewise  Ca« 
millo  Portions  **  History  of  the  Troubles  in  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  under  Ferdinand  I/' ' 

CORDIER  (Mathurin),  in  Latin  Corderius^  lived  in 
the  sixteenth  century,  and  was  an  eminent  teacher.  He 
understood  the  Latin  tongue  critically,  was  a.  man  of  vir« 
tue,  and  performed  his  functions  with  the  utmost  diligence, 
mixing  moral  with  literary  instruction.  He  spent  his  long 
life  in. teaching  children  at  Paris,  Nevers,  Bordeaux,  Ge- 
neva, Neufcbastel,  Lausanne,  and  lastly  again  at  Geneva, 
where  he  died  September  the  8th,  1564,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five,  having  continued  his  labours  until  three  or 
four  days  before  his  death.  He  studied  divinity  for  some 
timeat  Paris  in  the  college  of  Navarre,  about  the  year  1528, 
after  he  had  taught  a  form  in  the  same  college  ;  but  he  left 
off  that  study  in  order  to  apply  himself  to  his  former  func- 
tions of  a  grammarian.  He  had  taught  at  Nevers  in  15^4, 
Id35,  and  1536.  Calvin,  who  had  been  his  scholar  at 
Paris  in  the  college  de  la  Marche,  dedicated  his  Commen- 
tary on  the  1st  Epistle  to  the  Thessalonians  to  him.  It  is 
not  exactly  known  of  what  province  Mathurin  Cordier  was ; 
some  say  he  was  born  in  Normandy ;  others  pretend  be 
was  born  in  the  earldom  of  Percbe.  He  published  several 
books  for  the  use  of  schools,  among  which  were,  1.  ^'  Epis- 
tres  Chrestiennes,''  Lyons,  1557,  16to.  2.  ^^  Sentences 
extraictes  de  la  Saincte  Escriture  pour  Tinstruction  des 
Enfans,"  Latin  and  French,  1551.  3.  <^  Cantiques  spiri- 
tuels  en  nombre  26,^'  1560.  4.  ^^  Le  Miroir  de  la  Jeunesse, 
pour  la  former  a  bonnes  moeurs,  et  civility  de  la  vie,''  Paris, 
16to.  5.  "  L' Interpretation  et  construction  en  Francois 
des  distiques  Latins,  qu'on  attribue  i  Caton,"  Lyons,  8vo, 
^nd  since>  perhaps,  above  an  hundred  times.  His  '^  Col- 
loquia''  have  long  beea  used  in  schools,  and  have  beeix 
printed,  says  Bayle,  a  thousand  times. 
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CORDUS  (EuRTCius),  called  by  Melchior  Adam, 
Henry  Urban,  a  physician  and  poet,  was  a  native  of  Sim- 
mersbuys  in  Hesse.  To  assist  himself  in  the  prosecution  of 
bis  studies,  he  undertook  the  business  of  private  tutor,  and 
while  thus  employed,  bad  the  good  fortune  to  attract  the 
notice  of  Erasmus,  but  his  openness  of  character  is  said  to 
have  procured  him  enemies  among  men  of  less  liberal 
minds.  In  1521  he  went  to  Italy,  where  be  attached  him* 
self  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  study  of  botany ;  collect- 
ing and  examining  a  number  of  rare  plants,  and  diligently 
comparing  them  with  the  descriptions  of  them  left  by 
Dioscorides.  At  Ferrara  he  took  the  degree  of  doctor  in 
medicine,  which  he  afterwards  taught  at  Erfurt  and  Mar- 
purg.  In  1535  he  went  to  Bremen,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death,  in  1538.  He  was  author  of  several,  and 
some  very  valuable,  works.  His  "  Treatise  on  the  English 
Sweating  Sickness*'  was  published  at  Fribourg,  in  1529, 
4to ;  and  in  1532,  he  gave  a  Latin  version  of  the  Theriaca, 
and  Alexipharmica  of  Nicander.  His  <<  Botanologicon, 
sive  Colloquium  de  Herbis,'*  was  printed  at  Colonna,  in 
1534,  and  is  commended  by  Haller,  and  was  several  time's 
reprinted;  and  his  "  De  Abusu  Uroscopiae,"  in  1546,  at 
Francfort.  His  Latin  poems  were  published  in  the  **  De- 
KcisB'Poet.  Germ."  * 

CORDUS  (Valerius),  son  of  the  preceding,  and  worthy 
of  his  father,  was  born  in  Hesse-Cassel  in  1515,  and  ap- 
plied himself  with  equal  success  to  the  study  of  languages 
and  of  plants.  He  traversed  all  the  mountains  of  Ger- 
many, for  the  purpose  of  gathering  simples.  He  then  went 
into  various  parts  of  Italy ;  but  died  of  a  wound  in  the  leg 
by  a  kick  from  a  horse,  in  1544,  at  the  age  of  29.  The 
following  distich  was  inscribed  on  his  tomb  : 

*'  Ingenio  superest  Cordus,  mens  ipsa  recepta  est 
Coelo  5  quod  terra  est,  maxima  Roma  tenet." 

The  works  with  which  he  enriched  the  knowledge  of  bo- 
tany, are:  1.  **  Remarks  on  Dioscorides,*'  Zurich,  1561, 
folio.  2.  "  Historia  stirpium,  libri  v.''  Strasburg,  1561 
and  1563,  2  vols,  folio,  a  posthumous  work.  3.  "  Dispen- 
satorium .  pharmacorum  omnium,"  Leyden,  1627,  12mo. 
The  purity  of  his  morals,  the  politeness  of  his  manners, 
and  the  extent  of  his  knowledge,  conciliated  the  esteem 
and  the  praises  of  all  lovers  of  real  merit.  * 

I  Morerl— Haller  Bibl.  Bot.  «  Ibid. 
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CORELLI  (Arcang£LO),  a  famous  musician  of  Italy, 
was  bom  at  Fusignano,  a  town  of  Bologna,  in  1653.  His 
first  instructoir  in  music  was  Simonelli,  a  singer  in  the 

C>pe*s  chapel ;  but  bis  genius  leading  him  to  prefer  secu* 
r  to  ecclesiastical  music,  he  afterwards  became  a  disciple 
of  Bassani,  who  excelled  in  that  species  of  composition,  in 
which  Corelli  always  delighted,  and  made  it  the  business 
of  his  life  to  cultivate.  It  is  presumed  that  he  was  taught 
the  organ  :  but  his  chief  propensity  was  for  the  violin,  on 
which  he  made  so  great  proficiency,  that  some  did  not 
scruple  to  pronounce  him  the  first  performer  on  that  in* 
strument  in  the  world.  About  1672  his  curiosity  led  bim 
to  visit  Paris :  and  it  is  said  that  the  jealous  temper  of 
Lully  not  brooking  so  formidable  a  rival,  be  soon  returned 
to  Rome ;  but  this  Dr.  Burney  thinks  is  without  founda* 
tion.  In  1680  he  visited  Germany,  was  received  by  the 
princes  there  suitably  to  his  merit ;  and,  after  about  five 
years  stay  abroad,  returned  and  settled  at  Rome. 

While  thus  intent  upon  musical  pursuits  at  Rome,  he 
fell  under  the  patronage  of  cardinal  Oitoboni ;  and  is  said 
to  have  regulated  the  musical  academy  held  at  the  cardie 
naPs  palace  every  Monday  afternoon.  Here  it  was  that 
Haodel  became  acquainted'with  him  ;  and  in  this  academy 
a  serenata  of  Handel,  entitled  <^  II  trionfo  del  tempo,*' 
was  performed :  the  overture  to  which  was  in  a  style  so 
iiew  and  singular,  that  Corelli  was  much  perplexed  in  his 
first  attempt  to  play  it.  This  serenata,  translated  into  Eng* 
)isb,  aod  called  <^  The  Triumph  of  Time  and  Truth,"  was 
performed  at  Loudon  in  1751.  The  merits  of  Corelli  as 
a  perfprqier  were  sufficient  to  attract  the  patronage  of  the 
great,  and  ^o  silence,  as  they  did,  all  competition ;  but  the 
remembrance  of  these  was  soon  absorbed  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  his  excellencies  as  a  general  musician,  as  the  author 
of  new  and  original  harmonies,  and  the  father  of  a  style 
not  less  noble  and  grand  than  elegant  and  pathetic.  He 
died  at  Rome  Jan.  18,  1713,  aged  almost  60;  and  was 
buried  in  the  church  of  the  Rotunda,  otherwise  called  the 
Pantheon ;  where,  for  many  years  after  his  decease,  he 
was  commemorated  by  a  solemn  musical  performance  on 
the  anniversary  of  that  event.  He  died  possessed  of  about 
6000/.  which,  with  a  large  and  valuable  collection  of  pic- 
tures, of  which  he  was  passionately  fond,  he  bequeaU^ed 
to  his  friend  and  patron  cardinal  Ottoboni^  who,  iboweter. 
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while  he  reserved  the  pictures  to  himseflf^  distributed  the 
fnone^  among  the  relations  of  the  testator,  an  act  of  jus« 
iice,  in  which  it  may,  without  brc^ach  of  charity,  be  thought 
that  Corelii  ought  to  have  anticipated  him. 

CorelU  is  said  to  have  been  remarkable  for  the  mildnesB 
of  his  temper,  and  the  modesty  of  his  deportment;  yet  to 
have  had  a  quick  sense  of  the  respect  due  to. his  skill  and 
exquisite  performance.  Gibber  relates,  that,  once  when 
Corelii  was  playing  a  solo  at  cardinal  Ottoboni^s,  he  dis^ 
covered  the  cardinal  and  another  person  engaged  in  dis« 
course,  upon  which  he  laid  down  his  instrument ;  and,  be-* 
ing  asked  the  reason,  gave  for  answer,  that  be  feared  the 
music  might  interrupt  conversation. 

The  performance  and  compositions  of  this  admirable 
musician,  says  Dr.  Burney,  form  an  »ra  in  instrumental 
music,  particularly  for  the  viofin,  and  its  kindred  instra* 
ments,  the  tenor  and  violoncello,  which  he  made  respect* 
able,  and  fixed  their'  use  and  reputation^  in  all  probability^ 
as  long  as  the  present  system  of  music  shall  continue  to  de- 
light the  ears  of  mankind.  Indeed,  this  most  excellent 
master  had  the  happiness  of  enjoying  part  of  his  fame 
during  mortality ;  for  scarce  a  contemporary  musical  wri«« 
ter,  hj^torian,  or  poet,  neglected  to  cel^rate  his  genius  and 
talents;  and  his  productions  have  contributed  longer  to 
charm  the  lovers  of  music  by  the  mere  powers  of  the  bov^ 
without  the  assisttoce  of  the  human  voice,  than  those  ei 
any  composer  that  has  yet  existed.  Haydn,  indeed,  with 
more  varied  aliilities,  and  a  much  more  creative  genius^ 
when  instruments  of  all  kinds  are  better  understood,  has 
captivated  the  musical  world  in  perhaps  a  still  bigher  de- 
gree ;  but  whether  the  duration  of  hit  favour  will  be  equal 
to  that  of  Corelii,  who  reigned  supreme  in  all  concerts, 
and  excited  nndimini^ed  rapture  full  half  a  century,  must 
be  left  to  the  determination  of  time,  and  the  encreosed 
rage  of  depraved  appetites  for  novelty. 

The  concluding  remarks  of  the  same  learned  critic  are 
too  ingenious  to  be  omitted.  There  was,  he  observes, 
little  or  no  melody  in  instrumental  music  before  Corelli's 
t!ime.  And  though  be  has  much  aiore  grace  and  elegance 
in  his  cantilena  than  his  predecessors,  and  ^ow  and  solemn 
movements  abound  in  his  works;  yet  true  pathetic  and 
inipassioned  melody  and  modulation  seem  wanting  in  them 
all.     He  appears  to  have  been  gifted  with  no  uncommon 
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powers  of  execution ;  yet,  with  all  his  parity  and  sim-^ 
plicity,  be  condescended  to  aim  at  diiBctilty,  and  manifestly 
did  all  be  could  in  rapidity  of  finger  and  bow,  in  the  long 
unmeaning  allegros  of  his  first,  third,  and  sixth  sol^  f 
where,  for  two  whole  pages  together,  common  chords  are 
broken  into  common  divisions,  all  of  one  kind  and  colour, 
which  nothing  but  the  playing  with  great  velocity  and  neat-^ 
ness  could  ever  render  tolerable.  But  like  some  characters 
and  indecorous  scenes  in  our  best  old  plays,  these  have 
been  long  omitted  in  performance.  Indeed  his  knowledge 
of  the  power  of  the  bow,  in  varying  the  expression  of  the 
same  notes,  was  very  mutrh  limited.  Veracini  and  Tartini 
greatly  extended  these  powers;  and  we  well  remember 
our  pleasure  and  astonishment  in  hearing  Giardini,  in  a 
solo  that  he  performed  at  the  oratorio,  1769,  play  an  air 
at  the  end  of  it  with  yariations,  in  which,  by  repeating  each 
strain  with  different  bowing,  without  changing  a  single  note 
in  the  melody,  he  gave  it  all  the  effect  and  novelty  of  a 
sew  variation  of  the  passages. 

However,  if  we  recollect  that  some  of  Corelli^s  works 
are  now  more  than  a  hundred  years  old,  we  shall  wonder 
at  their  grace  and  elegance ;  which  can  only  be  accounted 
for  on  the  principle  of  ease  and  simplicity.  Purcell,  who 
composed  for  ignorant  and  clumsy  performers,  was  obliged 
^  to  write  down  all  the  fashionable  graces  and  embellish- 
ments of  the  times,  on  which  account  bis  music  soon  became 
obsolete  and  old-fashioned;  whereas  the  plainness  and 
simplicity  of  Corelli  have  given  longevity  to  his  Vorks, 
which  can  always  be  modernised  by  a  judicious  performer, 
with  very  few  changes  or  embellishments.  And,  indeed, 
Corelli's  productions  continued  longer  in  un&ding  flavour 
in  England  than  in  his  own  country,  or  in  any  other  part  of 
Europe;  and  have  since  only  given  way  to  the  more  fanci- 
ful compositions  of  the  two  Martini's,  Zanesti,  Campioni, 
Giardini,  Bach,  Abel,  Schwindl,  Boccherini^  Stamitz, 
Haydn,  Mozart,  and  Pleyel.^ 

CORENZIO  (BfiLlSARius),  an  artist,  was  born  about 
1558  in  Greece,  and  after  studying  five  years  under  Tin- 
toretto, about  1590,  fixed  himself  at  Naples.  He  had 
received  from  nature  a  fertility  of  ideas  and  a  celerity  of 
hand,  which  made  him  perhaps  equal  to  his  master  in  the 

I  Hawkins  atid  Buraej'8  Histories  of  Musk  ^— and  Um  Utter  ia  Rces's  Cyclop 
p«dia,  art  Corelli.  ~~ 


i 


C  O  B  E  N  2  I  O-  251 

dispatch  of  works  k$  numerous  as  complicated^  be  oloh^ 
performed  the  task  of  four  industrious  painters.  When  h^ 
chose  to  bridle  his  enthusiasm,  be  may  be  compared  witfar 
Tintoretto ;  he  is  infdrior  to  tew  in  design,  and  has  inven-* 
fiotis,  motions,  airs  of  heads,  which  the  Venetians  them«^ 
selves,  though  they  were  perpetually  before  their  eyes, 
tould  never  equal.  His  powers  of  imitation  he  proved  by 
the  large  picture  of  the  "  Crowd  miraculously  fed,*'  painted 
in  forty  days  for  the  refectory  of  the  Benedictines.  In 
general  his  method  resembles  that  of  Cesare  d*  Arpino,  a:nd 
when  he  conforms  to  the  Venetian  manner,  he  still  pre- 
serves a  character  of  his  own,  especially  in  his  glories, 
which  he  hems  in  with  showery  clouds<  and  di^rkness.  He 
painted  little  in  oil,  though  possessed  of  great  fenergy  and 
union  of  colour.  The  ragtf  of  gain  carried  him  to  large 
Works  in  fresco,  which  he  arranged  with  much  felicity  of 
the  whole  ;  copious,  various,  resolute,  and  even  finished  in 
th^  parts,  and  correct,  if  roused  by  the  concurrence  of  some 
iable  rival.  Such  he  was  at  the  Certosa  in  the  chapel  of 
St  Gennaro,  when  he  had  Caracciolo  for  his  competitor. 
JFor  other  churches  he  sometimes  painted  sacred  subjecti 
in  small  proportions,  much  commended  by  Dominici. 
This  artist  died  iri  1643. ' 

*  GORILLA  (MXria  Maddelana  Fernandez),  a  latft 
celebrated  improvisatrice,  was  born  at  Pistoia  in  1740,  and 
gave,  in  her  infancy,  the  most  unequivocal  marks  of  un- 
cbmmon  genius;  and  her  acquirements  in  natural  and 
moral  philosophy,  and  ancient  and  modern  history,  were 
et  the  age  of  seventeen  very  remarkable.  At  the  ag0  of 
twenty  she  began  to  display  that  talent  for  extempore  com- 
position which  is  so  common  in  Italy,  and  so  uncommon 
elsewhere  as  to  be  questioned.  Of  thi^  lady's  abilities, 
however,  we  are  not  permitted  to  doubt,  if  we  give  any 
credit  to  the  popularity  she  gained  anjong  all  classes,  and 
especially  among  persons  of  the  highest  rank.  The  em- 
press Maria  Theresa  offered  her  the  place  of  fi^male  poet 
laureat  at  court,  which  she  accepted,  and  went  to  Vienna 
■in  1765.  Previbusly  to  this  she  had  married  signor  Mo- 
relli,  a  gentleman  of  Leghorn  ;  but  her  conduct  after  ihar- 
ridge  became  grossly  licentious,  a  circumstance  which 
does  not  appear  to  have  diminished  the  respect  paid  to  her 

'  Piikingtqn. 
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by  all  ranks.  At  Vienna,  she  wrote  an  epic  poem  and  a 
volume  of  lyric  poetry,  both  which  she  dedicated  to  the 
empress.  She  attracted  the  enthusiastic  admiration  of  Me- 
tastasio  himself,  and  rendered  the  taste  for  Italian  poetry 
more  predominant  than  it  had  ever  been  in  Vienna.  Soon 
after  1771,  she  settled  in  Rome,  was  admitted  a  member 
of  the  academy  of  the  Arcadi,  under  the  name  of  Gorilla 
Olympica,  and  for  some  years  continued  to  charm  the  in- 
habitants of  Rome  by  her  talents  in  improvisation.  At 
length  when  Pius  VL  became  pope,  he  determined  that 
she  should  be  solemnly  crowned,  an  honour  which  had 
been  granted  to  Petrarch  only.  An  account  of  this  singu- 
lar transaction,  beautifully  printed  at  Parma,  by  Bodoni, 
in  1779,  contains  her  diploma  and  all  the  discourses^ 
poems,  sonnets,  &c.  written  on  the  occasion,  with  the  ex- 
amination which  she  underwent,  concerning  her  knowledge 
of  the  most  important  subjects  upon  which  she  was  required 
to  Imprffvisare^  or  treat  extemporaneously,  in  verse  pub- 
licly at  the  Gampidoglio  in  Rome.  The  Italian  title  of  this 
narrative  is,  ^f  Atti  della  solenne  coronazione  fatta  in  Gam- 
pidoglio delta  insigne  poetesia  D-na.  Maria  Maddalena 
Morelli  Fernandez  Pistoiese,  Tragli  Arcadi  Gorilla  Olim- 
pica/'  Twelve  members  of  the  Arcadian  academy  were 
selected  out  of  thirty,  publicly  to  examine  this  new  edition 
of  a  TcTith  Mme,  which  has  been  so  often  dedicated  to 
ladies  of  poetical  and  literary  talents.  Three  several  days 
were  allotted  for  this  public  exhibition  of  poetical  powers 
on  the  following  subjects :  sacred  history,  revealed  religion, 
moral  philosophy,  statural  history,  metaphysics,  epic  poetry, 
legislation,  eloquence,  mythology,  fine  axts,  and  pastoral 
poetry. 

In  the  list  of  examiners  there  appear  a  prince,  an  arch* 

bishop,    three   monsigneurs,  the   pope^s   pbysipian,  abati^ 

avocati,  all  of  high  rank  in  literature  and  criticism.     These, 

severally,  gave  her  subjects,  which,  besides  a  readiness  at 

versification  in  all  the  measures  of  Italian  poetry,  required 

science,  reading,  and  knowledge  of  every  kind.     In  all 

.those  severe  trials,  she  acquitted  herself  to  the  satisfaction 

,  and  astonishment  of  all  the  principal  personages,  clergy, 

literati,  and  foreigners  then  resident  at  Rome ;  among  the 

Jatter  was  our  sovereign's  brother,  the  duke  of  Gloucester. 

Near  fifty  sonnets  by  different  poets,  with  odes,  canzoni, 

terze  rime,  ottave,  canzonettei  &c.  produced  on  the  sub- 
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^ct  of  this  eventy  are  inserted  at  the  end  of  this  narrative 
and  description  of  the  order  and  ceremonials  of  this  splen« 
did;  hooourable^  and  enthusiastic  homage,  paid  to- poetry^ 
classical  taste,  talents,  literature,  and  the  fine  arts. 

This  renovirned  lady  merits  some  notice  as  a  musician,  as- 
well  aS'  poetess ;  as  she  sung  her  own  verses  to  simple  tunes 
with  a  sweet. voice,  and  in  good  taste.  She  likewise  played 
on  the  violin;  but  at  Florence,  in  1770,  she  was  accom* 
panied  on  the  vioKn  by  the  celebrated  and  worthy  pupil  of 
Tartini,  Nardini.   . 

Towards  the  close  of  1780  she  left  Rome,  with  the  in* 
tention  of  passing  tbSe  remainder  of  her  life  at  Florence^ 
nor  did  she  practise  her  art  much  longer,  aware  that  youth 
and  beauty  had  added  charms  to  her  performance  which 
she  no  longer  possessed.  She  died  at  Florence  Nov.  8, 
1800./ 

CORINNA,  a  Grecian  lady,  celebrated  for  her  beauty 
and  poetic  talents^  was  born  at  Thessu  a  city  in  Bosotia^ 
and  was  the  disciple  of  Myrtis,  another  Grecian  lady.  Her 
verses  were  so  esteemed  by  the  Greeks  that  they  gave  her 
the  name  of  the  Lyric  Muse.  She  lived  in  the  time  of 
Pindar,  about  495  years,  before  Christ,  and  i»said  to  have 
gained  the  prize  of  lyric  poetry  five  times  from  that  poet  t 
but  Pausanias  observes  that  her  beauty  made  the  judged 
partial^  Corinna  wrote  a  great  deal  of  poetry,  bnt  no 
more  have  come  down  to  us  than  some  fragments  which 
may  be  seen  in  Fabricius's  *^  Bibliotheca  Graeca.*'  • 

CORIO  (Bernardine))  born  in  1460,  of  an  illustriona 
family  of  Milan,  was  selected  by  duke  Lewis  Sforza,  sur- 
named  Maurus,  for  composing  the  history  of  his  country  ; 
but  the  French  having  got  possession  of  the  Milaiv^e,  and 
the  duke  bis  patron  bein^  taken  prisoner,  he  died  of  grief 
in  1 500.  The  best  edition  of  his  history,  <<  Storia  di  Mi« 
lano,^'  is  that  of  Milan  in  1 503^  in  folio.  It  is  finely  printed^ 
scarce,  and  much  more  valued  than  those  since  published^ 
which  have  been  disfigured  by  mutilations.  Some  estima* 
tion,  however,  is  attached  to  those  of  Venice,  1^554,  1565^ 
4>to ;  and  that  pf  Paris,  1 646,  4to.  Although  he  writes  in 
a  harsh  and  incorrect  style,  he  is  accurate  in  ascertaining 
dates,  and  minute  in  relating  those  circumstances  that  in- 
terest  the  attention.    His  nephew  Charles  Corio  employed 

*  Atbenscum,  toI.  IV.^Rces*s  Cyclopaedia.  ^ 

*  Fabr.  Bibl.  Grsec— -Vossius  de  Poiet.  Graee. 
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hiinself  on  the  same  object,  and  wrote  in  ItaUaM^  a  <*  Por- 
trait of  the  city  of  Milan/^  in  which  are  collected  the  mO" 
numents,  ancient  and  modern,  of  that  unfiortunate  city.  ^ 

CORNARIUH,  or  HAGUENBOT  (John),  a  celebrated 
German  physician^  was  bom  at  Zwickaw  in  Saxony  in  1 500* 
His  preceptor  made  him  change  bis  name  of  Haguenbot, 
or  Haubttt,  to  that  of  Comarius,  but  soch  changes  were 
frequently  voluntary.  In  his  twentieth  year,  he  tanght 
grammar  and  explained  the  Greek  and  Latin  poets  and 
orators  to  his  scholars,  and  two  years  after  was  admitted 
licetitiate  in  medicine.  He  found  iault  with  most  of  the 
remedies  provided  by  the  apothecaries;  and  observing, 
that  the  greatest  part  of  the  phjrsicians  taught  their  pupHs 
only  what  is  to  be  found  in  Avicenna,  Rasis,  and  the  other 
Arabian  physicians,  he  carefully  soug;ht  for  the  writings  of 
the  best  physicians  of  Greece,  and  employed  about  fifteen 
years  in  translating  them  into  Latin,  especially  the  works 
pf  Hippocrates,  Aetius,  £ginete«,  and  apart  of  those  of 
Galen.  Meanwhile  he  practised  physic  with  reputation  at 
'Zwickaw,  Francfort^  Marpurg,  Nordhausen,  and  Jena,  where 
be -died  of  an  apoplexy,  March  16,  1558.  He  also  wirote 
•some  medical  treatises ;  published  editions  of  some  poems 
of  the  ancients  on  medicine  and  botany ;  and  translated 
some  of  the  works  of  the  fathers,  particularly  those  of  Basil, 
and  a  part  of  those  of  Epiphanius.  His  translations  are  now 
little  consulted,  but  they  undoubtedly  contributed  to  lessen 
the  difficulties  of  his  successors  in  the  same  branch  of  use* 
ful  labour.' 

.  CORNARO  (Lewis),  a  Venetian  of  noble  extraction,  is 
memoittble  for  having  lived  to  an  extreme  age :  for  he 
was  ninety-eight  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
happened  at  Padua  April  26,  1566,  his  birth  being  fixed 
^t  1467.  Amongst  other  little  performAices,  he  left  be- 
jund  him  a  piece,  entitled  ^*  De  vitee  sobris  commodis,'^ 
i.  e.  "  Of  the  advantages  of  a  temperate  life:'*  of  which 
4m  account  was  given  in  the  preceding  editions  of  this  Die- 
tionaryj  and  which,  as  amusing  and  instructive,  we  shall 
not  disturb,  although  it  belongs  rather  to  the  medical  than 
btograpfaieal  department. 

-  He  was  moved,  it  seems,  to  compose  this  little  piece,  at 
the  request  and  for  the  benefit  of  some  ingenious  young 
men,  for  whom  he  had  a  regard ;  who,  having  long  since 

1  Moreri. — Haym  Bibl.  Italiana.         .  t 

s  HaUer. — Moreri,  and  Diet.  Hist,  m  iftai^aenbot.  » 
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lost  their  ))arentS9  apd  seeing  hkn  then  eighty-one  yearsr 
old,  inn  florid  state  of  health,  were  desirous  to  know  by 
what  means  be  contrived  thus  to  preserve  a  sound  mind  in 
a  sound  body,  to  so  extreme  an  age«     In  answer,  he  tells. 
tbem»  that,  when  be  was  young,  be  .was  v^ry  iiiteniperatq  ;. 
tb^  this  intemperance  had  brought  upon,  him  many  and 
grievous  disorders ;  that  from  the  thirty-fifth  to  the  fortieth 
yf  ar  of  his  age,  he  spent  his  nights  and  days  in  the  utnxost 
anxiety  and  p^in ;  and  that,  ip  short,  his  life  was  grown  a 
burtlien  to  him.     The  physieians;,  however,  as  he  relates,^ 
notwithstanding  all  the  vain  and  fruitless  efFofts  which  they; 
b^bci  made  to  restore  him,  told  him,  that  there  was  one- 
medicine  stil)  remaining,  which  had  never  been  tried,  but; 
which,  if  he  could  but  prevail  with  himself  to  use  with  per^ 
severance,  might  free  him  in  tin^e  from  all  hi$  complaints  ; 
namely,  a  regular  and  tecpperate  way  of  li^^ing,  but  that 
unless  he  resolved  to  apply  instantly  to  it,  his  case  would 
soon  become  desperate.     Upon  this  he  immediately  pre<* 
pared  himself  for  his  new  regimen,  and  now  began  to  eat 
and  drink  nothing  but  what  was  proper  for  one  in  his  weak 
liabit  of  body.     But  this  at  fir^t  was  very  disagreeable  to. 
hiajBi :  he  wanted  to  live  again  in  his  old  manner;  and  he 
did  indulge  himself  in  a  freedom  of  diet  sometimes,  with* 
out  the  knowledge  of  his  physicians  indeed^  although  much 
to  his  own  uneasiness  and  detriment.     Driven  in  t^e  mean 
time  by  neces;$ity,  and  exerting  resolutely  £^11  the  pow^s 
of  bis  understanding,  he  grew  at  last  confirmed  in  a  settled 
^nd  uninterrupted  course  of  temperance :   by  virtue  of 
which,  all  his  disorders  ha4  left  him  in  less  than  a  year, 
and  he  had  been  a  firm  and  hesdthy  ma^  from  that  timf  to 
his  giving  this  account, 

To  shew  what  a  security  st  life  of  temperance  is  against 
the  ill  effects  of  hurts  add  (iisasters,  he  relates  an  accident 
which  befel  him,  when  he  was  very  old.  One  ^ay  being 
overturned  in  his  chariot,  he  was  dragged  by  the  horses  ^ 
considerable  way  upon  the  ground.  His  head,  bis  arms, 
his  whole  body  were  very  much  bruised ;  and  one  of  hi* 
ancles  was  put  out  of  joint.  He  was  carried  home  ;  afid 
the  physicians  seeing  how  much  he  was  injured,  concluded 
it  impossible  that  he  should  live  three  days,  but  by  bleed- 
ing and  evacuating  medicines^  he  presently  recovered  his 
heaitii  and  strength. 

Some  sensualists,  as  it  appears,  bad  objected  to  bis 
manner  of  living ;  apd  ip  order  to  evince  the  reaspnabl^^ 
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ness  of  their  own,  had  urged,  that  it  was  not  worth  white 
to  mortify  one's  appetites  at  such  a  rate,  for  the  sake  of 
being  old ;  since  all  that  was  life,  after  the  age  of  sixty-five^ 
could  not  properly  be  called  vita  vwcj  sed  vita  mortua ;  not 
a  living  life,  but  a  dead  life.    ^  Now,"  says  he,  **  to  shew 
these  gentletnen  how  much  they  are  mistaken,  I  will  briefly 
run  over  the  satisfactions   and  pleasures  which  I  myself 
now  enjoy  in  this  eighty-third  year  of  my  age.     In  the 
first  place  I  am  always  well ;  i^nd  so  active  withal,  that  I 
can  with  ease  mount  a  horse  upon  a  flat,  and  walk  to  the 
top^  of  very  high  mountains.    In  the  next  place  I  am  al- 
ways cheerful,  pleasant,  perfectly  contented,  and  free  from 
all  perturbation,  and  every  uneasy  thought     I  have  none 
of  thsLt /astidium  vttitf  that  satiety  of  life,  so  often  t6  be 
met  with  in  persons  of  my  age.     I  frequently  converse  with 
men  of  parts  and  learning,  and  spend  much  of  my  time  in 
reading  and  writing.     These  things  I  do,  just  as  opportu-- 
nity  serves,  or  my  humour  invites  me;  and  all  in  my  own 
house  here  at  Padua,  which,  I  may  say,  is  as  commodious 
and  elegant  a  seat,  as  any  perhaps  that  this  age  can  shew  ; 
built  by  me  according  to  the  exact  proportions  of  architec- 
ture, and  so  contrived  as  to  be  an  equal  shelter  against 
h^at  and  .cold.     I  enjoy  at  proper  intervals  my  gardens,  of 
which  I  have  many,    whose   borders  are  refreshed  with 
streams  of  running  water.     I  spend  some  months  in  the 
year  at  those  Eugancan  hills,  where  I  have  another  com- 
modious house  with  gardens  and  fountains :  and  I  visit  also 
a  seat  I  have  in  the  valley,  which  abounds  in  beauties, 
from  the  many  structures,  woods,  and  rivulets  that  encom- 
pass it     I  frequently  make  excursions  to  some  of  the 
neighbouring  cities,  for  the  sake  of  seeing  my  friends,  and 
conversing  with  the  adepts  in  all  arts  and  sciences :  archi- 
tects, painters,  statuaries,  musicians,  and  even  husband- 
men.    I  contemplate  their  works^*  compare  them  with  the 
ancients,  and  am  always  learning  something,  which  it  is 
agreeable  to  know.     I  take  a  view  of  palaces,  gardens,  an- 
tiquities, public  buildings,  temples,  fortifications  :  and  no- 
thing escapes  me,  which  can  afford  the  least  amusement  to 
a  rational  mind.     Nor  are  these  pleasures  at  all  blunted  by 
the  usual  imperfections  of  great  age  :  for  I  enjoy  all  my 
senses  in  perfect  vigour ;  my  taste  so  very  much,  that  I 
have  a  better  relish  for  the  plainest  food  now,  than  I  had 
for  the  choicest  delicacies,  when  formerly  immersed  in  a 
"  life  of  luxury.     Nay,  to  let  yOu  see  what  a  portion  of  fire 
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and  spirit  I  have  still  left  within  me,  know,  that  J  have 
this  very  year  written  a  comedy^  fuUof  innocent  mirth  and 
pleasantry;  and,  if  a  Greek  poet  was  thought  so  very 
healthy  and  happy,  for  writing  a  tragedy  at  the  age  of  73,  ' 
why  should  not  I  be  thought  as  healthy  and  as  happy,  who 
have  written  a  comedy,  when  I  am  ten  years  older  ?.  In 
short,  that  no  pleasure  whatever  may  be  wanting  to  my  old 
age,  I  please  myself  daily  with  contemplating  thatjmmor-* 
taiity,  which  I  think  I  see  in  the  succession  of  my  posterity. 
For  every  time  I  return  home,  1  meet  eleven  grandchii* 
dren,  all  the  offspring  of  one  father  and  mother ;  all  in 
fine  health ;  all,  as  far  as  I  can  disCern,  apt  to  learn,  and 
of  good  behaviour.  I  am  often  amused  by  their  singing  ; 
nay,  I  often  sing  with  them,  because  my  voice  is  louder 
and  clearer  now,  than  ever  it  was  in  my  life  before.  These 
are  the  delights  and  comforts  of  my  old  age;  from  which^ 
I  presume,  it  appears,  that  the  life  I  spend  is  not  a  dead,: 
morose,  and  melancholy  life,  but  a  living,  active,  pleasant: 
life,  which  I  would  not  change  with  the  robustest  of  those 
youths  who  indulge  and  riot  in  all  the  luxury  of  the  senses^ 
because  I  know  them  to  be  exposed  to  a  thousand  diseases,, 
and  a  thousand  kinds  of  deaths.  I,  on  the  contrary, .  am 
free  from  all  such  apprehensions  :  from  the  apprehension 
of  disease,  because  I  have  nothing  for  disease  to  feed  upon ; 
from  the  apprehension  of  death,  because  I  have  spent  a 
life  of  reason.  Besides,  death,  I  am  persuaded,  is  not  yet 
near  me.  I  know  that  (barring  accidents)  no  violent  disease 
can  touch  me.  I  must  be  dissolved  by  a  gentle  and  .gra^^ 
dual  decay,  when  the  radical  humour  is  consumed  like  ojl 
in  a  lamp,  which  affords  no  longer  life  to  the  dying  taper. 
But  such  a  death  as  this  cannot  happen  of  a  sudden.  To 
become  unable  to  walk  and  reason,  to  become  blind,  deaf, 
and  bent  to  the  earth,  from  all  which  evils  I  am  far  enough 
at  present,  must  take  a  considerable  portion  of  time  :  and 
I  Verily  believe,  that  this  immortal  soul,  which  still  inha- 
bits my  body  with  so  much  harmony  and  complacency, 
will  not  easily  depart  from  it  yet.  I  verily  believe  that  I 
have  many  years  to  live,  many  years  to  enjoy  the  world 
and  all  the  good  that  is  in  it;  by  virtue  of  that  strict  so- 
briety and  temperance,  which  I  have  so  long  and  so  reli- 
giously observed ;  friend  as  I  am  to  reason,  but  a  foe  to 
sense,"  His  wife,  who  survived  him,  lived  also  to  nearly 
the  same  age.  Sir  John  Sinclair,  in  his  "  Code  of  Health 
and  Longevity,"  mentions  the  edition  of  1779  as  the  best 
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English  translation  of  Cornaro's  works.  There  are  four 
discourses  on  one  subject,  penned  at  different  times ;  the 
firsts  already  mentioned,  which  he  wrote  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three,  in  which  he  declares  war  against  every  kind 
of  intemperance.  The  second  was  composed  three  yeanr 
after,  and  contains  directions  for  repairing  a  bad  constitu- 
tion. The  third  he  wrote  when  he  was  ninety ^one,  entitled 
*'  An  earnest  exhortation  to  a  sober  life  ;"  and  the  last  is  a 
letter  to  Barbaro,  patriarch  of  Aquilda,  written  when  he 
was  ninety-five,  which  contains  a  lively  description  of  the 
health,  vigour,  and  perfect  use  of  all  his  faculties,  which 
he  had  the  happiness  of  enjoying  at  that  advanced  period 
of  life.  > 

CORNARO  PISCOPIA  {Helena  Lucretia),  a  learned 
Venetian  lady,  born  in   1646,  was  the  daughter  of  Gia 
Baptista  Cornaro,  and  educated  in  a  very  different'manner 
from  the  generality  of  Ijer  sex,  being  taught  languages^ 
and  sciences,  and  all  the  philosophy  of  the  schools.     After 
having  studied  many  years,  she  took  her  degrees  at  Padua/ 
and  was  perhaps  the  first  lady  that  ever  was  made  a  docto.r. 
She  was  also  admitted  of  the  university  of  Rome,  where 
she  had  the  title  of  Humble  given  her,  as  she  had  at  Padua, 
that  of  Unalterable,  titles  which  she  is  said  to  have  deserved, 
because  her  learning  had  not  inspired   her  with  vanity, 
nor  was   any  thing   capable  of  disturbing    her  train   of 
thought.     With  all  this,  however,  she  was  not  free  from 
the  weaknesses  of  her  religion,  and  the  age  in  which  she 
lived.     She  early  made  a  vow  of  perpetual  virginity ;  and 
though  all  means  were  used  to  persuade  her  to  marry,  and 
even  a  dispensation  with  her  vow  obtained  from  the  pope, 
yet  she  remained  immoveable.     It  is  affirmed,  that  not 
believing  the  perpetual  study  to  which  she  devoted  herself^ 
and   which  shortened  her  days,  sufficient  to  moitify  the 
flesh,  she  addicted  herself  to  other  superstitious  restraints, 
fasted  often,  and  spent  her  whole  time  either  in  study  or 
devotion,  except  those  few  hours  when  she  was  obliged  to 
receive  visits.     All  people  of  quality  and   fashion,   who 
passed  through  Venice,  were  more  solicitous  to  see  her, 
than  any  of  the  curiosities  pf  that  superb  city.     The  cardi- 
nals de  Bouillon  and  D'Etr^es,  in  passing  through  Italy, 
were  commanded  by  the  king  of  France,  to  examine  whe- 
ther what  some  said  of  her  was  true ;  and  their  report  wast 

^  Tbuaai  Hist.^-His  treatise  oo  Long  Lif«»  oftea  republished  in  Ei^glish. 
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that  her  parts  and  learning  were  equal  to  her  high  reputa^ 
tion.  At  length -her  incessant  study  of  books,  particularly 
such  as  were  in  Greek  and  Hebrew,  impaired  her  consti^ 
tution  so  much,  that  she  fell  into  an  illness,  of  which  she 
died  in  1685.  We  are  told  that  she  had  notice  of  her 
death  a  year  before  it  happened,  and  that,  talking  one 
day  to  her  father  of  an  old  cypress- tree  in  his  gafden,  she 
advised  him  to  cut  it  down,  since  it  would  do  welt  to  maka 
her  a  coffin. 

As  soon  as  the  news  of  her  death  reached  Rome,  the 
academicians  called  Infecondi,  who  had  formerly  admitted 
her  of  their  society,  composed  odes  and  epitaphs  to  her 
memory  without  number,  and  celebrated  a  funeral  solem* 
nity  in  honour  of  her,  in  the  college  of  the  Bamabite 
fathers,  where  the  academy  of  the  Infecondi  usually  assem« 
bled.     This  solemnity  was  conducted  with  such  magnifi- 
cence, that  a  description  of  it  was  published  at  Padua  in 
1686,  and  dedicated  to  the  republic  of  Venice.     Part  of 
the  ceremony  was  a  funeral  oration,  in  which  one  of  the 
.academicians  with  all  the  pomp  of  Italian  eloquence,  ex- 
patiated upon  the  great  and  valuable  qualities  of  the  de- 
ceased ;    saying,  that  Helena  Lucretia  Cornaro  had  tri- 
umphed over  three  monsters,  who  were  at  perpetual  war 
with  her  sex,  viz.  luxury,  pride,  and  ignorance ;  and  that 
in  this  she  was  superior  to  all  the  conquerors  of  antiquity, 
even  to  Pompey  himself,  though  he  triumphed  at  the  same 
time  over  the  three  kings,  Mitbridates,  Tigranes,  and  Aris- 
tobulus,  because  it  was  easier  to  conquer  three  kingdoms, 
than  three  such  imperfections  and  vices,  &c.     In  1688  her 
works  were  published  at  Parma,  8vo,  edited  by  Benedict 
Bacchini,  with  an  ample  life,  but  the  praises  he  bestows 
on  her  are  but  feebly  supported  by  these  writings.' 

CORNAZZANO  (Antonjo),  an  Italian  poet,  was  bom 
at  Placentia,  and  flourished  in  the  fifteenth  century,  but 
we  have  no  dates  of  his  birth  or  death.  He  passed  some 
part  of  his  life  at  Milan,  and  afterwards  travelled  into 
France ;  and  on  his  return  he  went  to  Ferrara,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death,  patronized  by  the  duke  Hercules 
I.  who  had  a  high  regard  for  him.  Some  of  his  biographers 
inform  us  that  he  served  under  the  celebrated  Venetian 
general,  Bartholomew  Coglioni,  of  whom  he  has  left  a  life, 
in  ]Lratin,  published  by  Burman.     He  left  also  a  great  many 

1  l.\{e  as  above. — Moreri.— Diet  Hist. 
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other  works,  the  most  considerable  of  which  is  an  Italian 
poem,  in  nine  books,  on  the  military  art,  with  the  Latin 
title  of  **De  Re  Miliuri,'*  Venice,  1493,  fol.;*^Pesaro, 
1507,  8vo,  &c.  He  has  likewise  given  Latin  titles  to  hia 
three  small  poems,  on  the  art  of  governing,  the  vicissitudea 
of  fortune,  and  on  the  ablest  generals :  these  were  pub- 

*  lished  at  Venice,  1517,  8vo,  but  are  rather  dull  and  unin- 
viting. His  ^^  Lyric  poems,*'  sonnets,  canzoni,  &c.  were 
published  at  Venice,  150^,  8vo,  and  Milan,  1519.  In  these 
we  find  a  little  more  spirit  and  vivacity,  but  they  partake 
of  the  poetical  character  of  his  time.  Quad rio,  however, 
moks  them  among  the  best  in  the  Italian  language/^*  ^^ 

CORNEILLE  (Michael),  born  at  Paris  in  1642,  waa 
one  of  those  eminent  painters  who  adorned  the  age  of 
Louis  XIV.  His  father,  who  wa»  himself  a  painter. of 
merit,  instructed  him  with  much  care.     Having  gained  a 

,  prize  at  the  academy,  young  Corneille  was  honoured  with 
t^ie  king's  pension,  and  sent  to  Rome  ;  where  the  princely 
generosity  of  Louis  had  founded  a  school  for  young  artists 

»of  genius.  Here  he  studied  some  time ;  but  thinking  him- 
self under  restraint  to  the  routine  of  study  there  esta- 
blished, he  gave  up  his  pension,  and  pursued  a  plan  more 
suitable  to  his  own  inclination.  He  applied  himself  to  the 
antique  particularly  with  great  care  ;  and  in  drawing  is 
^id  to  have  equalled  Caracbe.  In  colouring  he  was  de- 
ficient ;  but  his  advocates  sa^ ,  his  deficiency  in  that  respect 
was  solely  owing  to  his  having  been  unacquainted  with  the 
nature  of  colours  ;  for  he  used  many  of  a  changeable  nature, 
which  in  time  lost  their  effect.  Upon  his  return  from 
Rome,  he  was  chosen  a  professor  in  the  academy  of  Paris  ; 
and  was  employed  by  the  king  in  all  the  great  works  he 
was  carrying  on  at  Versailles  and  Trianon,  where  some 
noble  edbrts  of  his  genius  are  to  be  seen.  iTe  died  at 
Paris  in  1708.* 

CORNEILLE  (Peter),  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
French  poets,  and  called  by  his  countrymen  the  Shak-^ 
speace  of  France,  was  born  at  Roan,  June  6,  1 606,  of  con- 
siderable parents,  his  father  having  been  ennobled  for  his 
services  by  Louis  XIII.  He  was  brought  up  to  the  bar, 
which  he  attended  some  little  time ;  but  having  no  turn  for 
business,  be  soon  deserted  it.     At  this  time  he  had  given 

'  Oingu'enfe  Hist.  Lit.  d'ltolie.— -Roscoe^s  Leo. — Moreri. 
*  D'Argenville. — Pilkington. 
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the  public  nb  specimen  of  his  talents  for'  poetry,  nors^* 
pears  to  have  been  conscious  of  possessing  any  such:  and 
.they  tell  us,  that  it  was  purely  a  trifling  affair  of  gallantry, 
which  gave  occasion  to  his  first  comedy,  called  **  Melite." 
The  drama  was  then  extremely  low  among  the  French; 
their  tragedy  flat  and  languid,  their  comedy  more  bar- 
barous than  the  lowest  of  the  vulgar  would  now  tolerate. 
Corneilie  was  astonished  to  And -himself  the  author  of  a 
piece  entirely  new,  and  at  the  prodigious  success  with 
which  his    "  Melite"   was  acted.     The  French   theatre 
seemed  to  be  raised,  and  to  flourish  at  once ;  and  though 
djsserted  in  a  manner  before,  was  now  flUed  on  a  sudden 
with  a  new  company  of  actors.     After^so  happy  an  essay, 
he  continued  to  produce  several  other  pieces  of  the-  same 
kind;  all  of  them,  indeed,  inferior  to  what  he  afterwards 
wrote,  but  much  superior  to  any  thing  which  the  French 
had  hitherto  seen.     His  ^^  Medea^'  came  forth  next,  a  tra- 
gedy, borrowed  in  part  from  Seneca,  which  succeeded,  as 
indeed  it  deserved,  but  indifferently  ;  but  in  1637  he  pre- 
.  sented  the  "  Cid,"  another  tragedy,  in  which  he  shewed 
the  world  how  high  his  genius  was  capable  of  rising,  and 
seems  to  confirm  Du  Bos's  assertion,  that  the  age  of  tirirty, 
or  a  few  years  more  or  less,  is  that  at  which  poets  and 
painters  arrive  at  as  high  a  pitch  of  perfection  as  their. ge- 
niuses will  permit.     AH  Europe  has  seen  the  Cid:  ithas 
been  translated  into  almost  all  languages:  but  the  reputa- 
tion which  he  acquired  by  this  play,  drew  ail  the  wits  of  his 
time  into  a  confederacy  against  it     Some  treated  it  con- 
temptuously, others  wrote  against  it.     Cardinal  de  Riche- 
lieu himself  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  this  cabal ;  for,  not 
content  with  passing  for  a  great  minister  of  state,  he  af- 
fected to  pass  for  a  wit  and  a  critic  ;  and,  therefore,  though 
he  had  settled  a  pension  upon  the  poet,  could  not  abstain 
from  secret  attempts  against  his  play  *.     It  was  supposed 
to  be  under  his  influence  that  the  French  Academy  drew 
up  that  critique  upon   it,   entitled,  "  Sentiments  of  the 
French  academy  upon  the  tragi-cpmedy  of  Cid  :"  in  which, 

*  Not  one  of  the  CardinaPs  tools  was  at  the  gates  of  Paris.    In  1635,  Riche- 

«o  vehement  as  the  abb^  D'Aubignac,  lien,    in  the  midst  of  the   important 

who  was  mean  enough  to  attack  Cor-  political  concerns   thdt  ocoapied   his 

neille  on  account  of  his  family,  his  per-  mighty  genius,  wrote  the  greatest  part 

son,  his  gesture,  his  voice,  and  even  of  a  play  called  *'  La  Comedie  des 

the  conduct  of  bis  domesjtic^  affairs. .  TuillerieSf"   in  which   Corneilie  pror 

When  the  "  Cid"  6r8t  appeared,  says  posed  some  alterations  to  be  made  in 

1?ontenelle,  the  cardinal  was  as  much  the  third  act:  which  honest  freedom 

^iarmed  as  if  he  had  seen  the  Spaniardt  the  cardinal  never  forgav*.    Wabtok. 
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however,  while  they  censured  some  parts,  lliey  did  nol 
scruple  to  praise  it  very  liighly  in  others.  ComeiUe  now 
endeavoured  to  support  the  vast  reputation  he  had  gained^ 
by  many  admirable  performances  in  succession,  whicb»  aa 
Bayle  observes,  **  carried  the  French  theatre  to  its  highest: 
pitch  of  glory,  and  assuredly  much  higher  than  the  ancient 
one  at  Athens  ;*'  yet  still,  at  this  time,  be  had  to  contend 
with  the  bad  taste  of  the  most  fashionable  wits.  When  he 
read  bis  '^  Polyeucte,"  one  of  his  best  tragedies,  before  a 
company  of  these,  where  Voiture  presided,  it  was  very 
coldly  received  ;  and  Voiture  afterwards  told  him,  it  was 
the  opinion  of  his  friends  that  the  piece  would  not  succeed. 
In  1647  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  French  academy ;  < 
and  was  what  they  call  dean  of  that  society  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  happened  in  16d4,  in  bis  7dth  year. 

He  was,  it  is  said,  a  man  of  a  devout  and  melancholy  cast ; 
and  upon  a  disgust  he  had  conceived  to  the  theatre,  from  the 
cold  reception  of  his  ^^  Pertharite,"'  betook  himself  to  the 
translation  of  <'  The  Imitation  of  Jesus  Christ,'*  by  Kempis ; 
which  he  performed  very  elegantly.   He  returned,  however^ 
to  the  drama,  although  not  with  his  wonted  vigour.  He  spoke 
little  in  company,  even  upon  subjects  which  he  perfectly 
understood.     He  was  a  very  worthy  and  honest  man ;  not 
very  dexterous  in  making  his  court  to  the  great,  which  was 
perhaps  the  chief  reason  why  he  never  drew  any  consider- 
able advantage  from  his  productions,  besides  the  reputation 
which  always  attended  tliem.     Racine,  in  a  speech  m^e 
to  the  French  academy  in  the  beginning  of  1685,  does 
great  justice  to  our  author's  talents.     After  representing 
the  miserable  state  in  which  the  French  theatre  then  was^ 
that  it  was  without  order,  decency,  sense,  taste,  he  passes 
to  the  sudden  reformation  effected  by  Corneille  :  '^  a  man 
who  possessed  at  once  all  those  extraordinary  talents  which 
form  a  great  poet ;  art,  force,  judgment,  and  wit.     Nor 
can  any  one  siifBcientiy  admire  the  greatness  of  his  senti* 
ments,  the  skill  he  shews  in  the  economy  of  his  subjects, 
his  masterly  way  of  moving  the  passions,  the  dignity,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  vast  variety  of  his  characters."     This 
encomium  roust  have  the  more  weight,  as  it  comes  from 
the  only  man  in  the  world  who  has  been  considered  as  his 
great  rival.     Yet  we  are  told,  that  when   Racine  read  his 
tragedy  of  "  Alexander'*  to  Corneille,  the  latter  gave  him 
many  commendations,  but  advised  him  to  apply  his  genius, 
as  not  being  adapted  to  the  drama,  to  some  other  species 
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of  poetfy.  Corneille,  says  Dr.  Warton,  one  would  hope, 
was  incapable  of  a  mean  jealousy ;  and  if  he  gave  this  ad* 
vice,  thought  it  really  proper  to  be  given.  The  French 
have  ever  been  fond  of  opposing  Corneille  to  Shakspeare; 
but  the  want  of  comic  powers  in  Corneille,  for  his  come* 
dies  are  truly  contemptible,  must  ever  obstruct  the  compa- 
Fison.  His  genius  was  unquestionably  very  rich,  but  seems 
more  turned  towards  the  epic  than  the  tragic  muse;  and  ia 
general  he  is  magnificent  and  splendid,  rath^er  than  tender 
and  touching.  He  is,  says  Blair,  an  opinion  in  which  aH 
English  critics  agree,  the  most  declamatory  of  all  the  French 
tragedians.  He  united  the  copiousness  of  Dryden  with 
the  fire; of  Lucan ;  and  he  resembles  them  also  in  their 
faults  :  in  their  extravagance  and  impetuosity.  As  to  the 
Opinions  of  the  best  modern  French  critics,  on  the  merits 
of  Corneille,  we  may  refer  to  an  admirable  **  Eloge,** 
published  by  I>a  Ponte,  in  London,  1808,  and  to  Sii- 
ard*s  "  Melange  de  Litterature,"  1 808.  But  Fbntenelle's 
comparison  between  Corneille  and  Racine,  as  less  acoes- 
«(ible  to  many  readers,  may  be  added  here  with  advantage. 
Corneille,  says  Fontenelle,  had  no  excellent  author  bef3re 
his  eyes,  whom  he  could  follow;  Racine  had  Corneille. 
Corneille  found  the  French  stage  in  a  barbarous  state,  and 
advanced  it  to  great  perfection  :  Racine  has  not  supported 
it  in  the  perfection  in  which  he  found  it.  The  characters 
of  Corneille  are  true,  though  they  are  not  common :  the 
characters  of  Racine  are  not  true,  but  only  in  proportion 
as  they  are  common.  Sometimes  the  characters  of  Cor- 
neille are,  in  some  respects,  false  and  unnatural,  because 
they  are  noble  and  singular ;  those  of  Racine  are  often,  in 
some  respects,  low,  on  account  of  their  being  natural  and 
ordinary.  He  that  has  a  noble  heart,  would  chuse  to  re^ 
'semble  the  heroes  of  Corneille ;  he  that  has  a  little  heart, 
is  ^pleased  to  find  his  own  resemblance  in  the  heroes  of 
Racine.  We  carry,  from  hearing  the  pieces  of  the  one, 
a  desire  to  be  virtuous ;  and  we  carry  the  pleasure  of  find- 
ing men  like  ourselves,  in  foibles  and  weaknesses,  from 
the  pieces  of  the  other.  The  tender  and  graceful  of  Ra- 
•cine  is  sometirfies  to  be  found  in  Corneille:  the  grand  and 
sublime  of  Corneille  is  never  to  be  found  in  Racine.  Ra- 
pine has  painted  only  the  French  and  the  present  age,  even 
^when  he  designed  to  paint  another  age  and  other  nations: 
/Hi^  see  io  Corneille  all  those  ages,  and  all  those  nations, 
that  he  intended  to  p'sdnt  The  number  of  the  pieces  of  Cot- 
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neiUe  is  much  greater  thao  that  of  Racine :  CorneiUe,  not« 
withstanding,  has  made  fewer  tautologies  and  repetitions 
than  Racine  has  made.  In  the  passages  where  the  versi- 
fication of  Comeille  is  good,  it  is  more  bold,  more  noble, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  as  pure  and  as  finished  as  that  of 
Bacine  :  but  it  is  not  preserved  in  this  degree  of  beauty  ; 
and  that  of  Racine  is  always  equally  supported.  Authors, 
inferior  to  Racine,  have  written  successfully  after  him,  in 
bis  own  way :  no  author,  not  even  Racine  himself,  dared  to 
attempt,  after  Corneille,  that  kind  of  writing  which  was 
peculiar  to  him.  Voltaire,  the  best  editor  of  CorneilleV 
works,  seems  in  some  measure  to  coincide  with  Fonte-* 
oelle.  *^  Corneille,''  says  he,  *^  alone  formed  himself; 
but  Louis  XIV.  Colbert,  Sophocles,  and  Euripides,,  all  of 
them  contributed  to  form  Racine."  When  we  arrive,  how- 
ever, at  Racine,  it  will  be  necessary  to  estimate  his  merit,, 
without  the  bias  which  comparative  criticism  generally  pro-^* 
duces.  y 

Of  the  editions  of  the  theatre  of  Comeille,  consisting  of 
nine  comedies  and  twenty-two  tragedies,  the  best  are,  that 
of  Joly,  published  in  1758,  10  vols.  12mo.  and  thatof  VoU 
taire,  1764,  12  vols.  8 vo,  and,  lastly,  the  magnificent  one 
of  Didot,  1796,  in  10  vols.  4io,  of  which  250  copies  only 
were  printed.  ^ 

CORNEILLE  (Thomas),  brother  to  the  preceding,  a 
French  poet  also,  but  inferior  to  Peter  Comeille,  was  born 
in  1625.  He  was  a  member  of  the  French  academy,  and  of 
the  academy  of  inscriptions.  He  discovered^  when  he  was 
young,  a  strong  inclination  and  genius  for  poetry;  and 
afterwards  was  the  author  of  many  dramatic  pieces,  some 
of  which  were  well  received  by  the  public,  and  acted  with 
great  success.  He  died  at  Andeli,  1709,  aged  84.  His 
dramatic  works,  with  those  of  his  brother,  were  published 
at  Paris,  1738,  in  11  vols.  12mo.  Besides  dramatic,  Tho- 
mas Comeille  was  the  author  of  some  other  works :  as, 
1.  A  translation  of  Ovid's  Metamorphoses  and  some  of  his 
Epistles.  2.  Remarks  upon  Vaugelas.  3«  ^^  A  dictionary 
of  arts,"  in  2  vols,  folio.  4.  "  An  univei^sal  geographical 
and  historical  dictionary,"  in  3  vols*  folio*  In  the  last  work, 
that  part  of  the  geography  which  concerns  Normandy  is  said 
to  be  excellent.  As  to  his  dramatic  talents,  they  were  far 
from  being  contemptible,  and  a  few  of  hi$  pieces  still  keep  , 

1  ]!iroreri.-^Pict.   Hist-^Fontenelle's  Works.-— Btaur>^:  Lectilrefi«>Wart«A^s 
%sajr  OQ  Pipe,  edit  ISOe.-^-'D'Israeii's  Curiosities  of  Litorai^re,  toU  U, 
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their  place  on  the  stage  ;  but  it  viras  his  misfortune  to  be  a 
Corneille,  and  brother  of  one  emphatically  called  the  Great 

CORNETO  (Adrian.)     See  ADRIAN. 

CORNWALLIS  (Charles,  first  Marquis),  the  eldest 
son  of  Charles  fifth  lord  and  first  earl  Cornwallis,  by  Eli- 
zabeth, eldest  daughter  of  Charles,  second  viscount  Towns^ 
end,  was  born  Dec.  31,  1733,  and  edu<;ated  at  Eton,  and 
at  St  John's  college,  Cambridge.     Preferring  a  military 
life,  he  was,  in  August  1765,  appointed  aid-de-camp  to 
the  king,  with  the  rank  of  colonel  of  foot.     In  Sept.  1775,^ 
he  became  major-general;    in  August,  1777,  lieutenant- 
general  ;  and  in  October,  1793,  general.  He  represented,  in 
two  parliaments,  the  borough  of  Eye,  in  Suffolk,  until  he  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  peerage,,  June  23,  1762.     In  par- 
liament, he  was  not  a  frequent  or  distinguished  speaker. 
In  the  house  of  peers  he  appears  to  have  been  rather  fa* 
vourable  to  the  claims  of  th«  American  colonies,  which j 
however,  when  they  came  to  an  open  rupture  with  the 
mother  country,   did  not  prevent  him  from  accepting  i 
command  in  America,  where  he  distinguished  himself  at 
the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  in  1777,  and  afterwards  at  the 
siege  of  Charlestown,  and  was  left  in  the  command  of  South 
Carolina,  where  his  administration  was  commended  for  it^ 
wisdom.     He  was  soon  obliged  to  take  the  field,  and  ob- 
tained the  decisive  victory  of  Camden,  and  was  next  vic- 
torious at  Guildford,  but  not  without  a  considerable  loss  of 
men.   -  His  plan  of  invading  Virginia,  in  1781,  was  of  more 
doubtful  prudence,  and  ended  in  his  capture,  with  his  whole 
army  of  four  thousand  men.     Thus  defeated,  he  laid  the 
blame  on  the  failure  of  expected  succour  from  sir  Henry 
Clinton,  who  in  return  equally  blamed  both  the  sctieme 
and  its  coriduct,  and  several  pamphlets  were  published.by 
both  these  commanders,  into  the  merits  of  which  we  can- 
not  pretend  to  enter.     It  is  sufficient  for  our  purpose  to  be 
able  to  add,  that  lord  Cornwallis  lost  no  reputation  by  this 
misfortune,  either  for  skill  or  courage. 
■     Soon  after  his  return  froni  America,  on  the  change  of 
Administration  which  took  place  in  1782,  he  was  removed 
.from  his  place  of  governor  of  the  Tower*  of  London,  which 
,he  had  held  since  1770,  but  waa  re-i^ointed  in  1784,  and 
jret^n^d  it  during  his  life.     !n  1786,  his  lordship  was  J^ent 

*  * 

I  Morcr'u— Diet.  Hist. 
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out  to  India  with  the  double  appointment  of  gorernor-ge* 
neral  and  commander  in  chief ;  and  arriving  at  Calcutta 
in  September  of  that  year,  found  the  differeat  presidencie§ 
in  rising  prosperity.     Not  long  after,  the  government  of 
Bengal  found  it  necessary  to  declare  war  against  the  sultau 
of  the  Mysore,  for  bis  attack  on  the  rajah  of  Travancore^ 
the  ally  of  the  English.     The  campaign  of  1790  was  inde-* 
cisive;  but  in   March  1791,  lord  Comwallis  invaded  the 
Mysore,  and  came  in  sight  of  Seringapatam,  which  he  was 
prevented  from  investing  by.  the  floods  of  the  Cavery.     In 
1792,  however,  he  besieged  that  metropolis;  and  on  the 
approach  of  the  attack,  the  sultan  Tippoo  8aib  sued  for 
peace,  and  was  obliged  to  accept  such  terms  as  the  English 
commander  dictated.     He  consented  to  cede  a  part  of  his 
dominions,  paid  a  large  sum  of  money,  undertook  to  fur- 
nish a  still  more  considerable  portion  of  treasure,  within  a  li- 
mited period,  &c.  and  entrusted  two  of  his  sons  to  the  care 
of  lord  Comwallis,  with  whom  they  were  to  remain  as  hos- 
tages for  the  due  performance  of  the  treaty.     By  this  sue* 
cessful  conclusion  of  the  war,  the  most  formidable  enemy 
was  so  reduced,  as  to  render  our  possessions  in  India  both 
profitable  and  secure.    Madras  was  protected  from  invasion 
by  possession  of  the  passes,  and  covered  by  a  territory  de- 
fended by  strong  forts;    and  the  value  of  Bombay  was 
greatly  enhanced,  by  possessions  gained  on  the  Malabar 
coast.     The  details  of  this  war  belong  to  history  ;  but  it  is 
necessary  to  add,  that  in  the  whole  conduct  of  it,  lord 
Comwallis  evinced  qualities  of  the  head  and  heart  which 
-greatly  increased  his  reputation   as  a  commander.     On 
marching  days,  it  was  his  conistant  custom  to  be  in  his  tent 
from  the  time  the  army  came  to  the  ground  of  encampment; 
and  on  halting-days,   after  visiting  the  outposts  in   the 
morning,  he  was  there  constantly  employ'ed  till  the  even- 
ing, attending  to  the  affairs  depending  on  bis  station. 
The  business  which  pressed  upon  him  from  the  several  ar- 
inies,  luid  from  ev^ry  part  of  India,  were  so  complicated 
and  varioxis,  as  to  require  every  exertion  of  diligence  and 
arrangement*     He  gave  his  instructions,  in  person,  to  all 
offieerf  who  went  on  detachments  of  in^portance,  and  ^^ 
ihem  on  their  return.  Officers  at  the  heads  of  departments 
applied  to  himself  on  all  material  business,  and  them  was 
lio  branch  of  the  service  with  which  be  was  not  intimateiy 
acquainted.     His  lordship's  tents,  and  the  line  of  head- 
quarters, appeared  more  like  the  various  departments  of  a 
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great  office  of  state,  than  the  splendid  equipage  that  mtgbt 
be  supposed  to  attend  the  leader  of  the  greatest  armies 
that,  under  a  British  general,  were  ever  as|embled  in  the 
east.  To  this  unremitting  attention  to  business,  is  not 
only  to  be  ascribed  the  general  success  of  the  administra* 
tion  of  lord  Cornwallis  in  India,  and  in  particular  tha,t  of 
the  operations  of  this  war,  but  also  the  unexampled  eco« 
nomy  with  which  it  was  conducted. 

This  important  war  being  now  ended,  so  highly  to  the  ho<* 
nour  of  the  British  arms,  lord  Cornwallis  returned  to  Eng^ 
land,  to  receive  the  rewards  justly  due  to  his  merit.  He 
bad  before  been  invested  with  the  insignia  of  the  garter ; 
and  he  was,  in  August  1792,  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
marquis  Cornwallis,  admitted  a  member  of  the  privy-coun« 
oil,  and,  in  addition  to  his  other  appointments,  was  nomi- 
nated to  the> office  of  master-general  of  the  ordnance.  In 
1798,  the  rebellion  in  Ireland  appearing  both  to  the  vice- 
roy, lord  Camden,  and  to  his  majesty,  to  require  a  lord- 
lieuteuant  who  Could  act  in  a  military  as  well  as  a  civil 
capacity,  the  king  appointed  lord  Cornwallis  to  that  im- 
portant service,  which  he  executed  with  skill,  prompti- 
tude, and  humanity ;  aud  after  quelling  the  open  insurrec- 
tion, he  adopted  a  plan  of  mingled  firmness  and  concilia- 
tion, which,  execjited  with  discriminating  judgment,  tended 
to  quiet  that  distracted  country,  and  prepare  matters  for  a 
permanent  plan,  that  should  both  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  such  an  evil,  and  promote  industry  and  prosperity. 
He  retained  this  high  appointment  till  May  18Q1,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  the  earlof  Hardwicke.  The  same 
year  he  was  appointed  plenipotentiary  to  France,  and 
signed  the  peace  of  Amiens. 

In  1804,  his  lordship  had  the  honour  of  being  ap- 
pointed, a  second  time,  governor-general  in  the  East  In- 
dies, on  the  recall  of  marquis  Wellesley ;  and  in  that  sta-^ 
tion  he  died  at  Ghazepore,  in  the^  province  of  Benares, 
October  5,  1805,  worn  out  with  an  active  life  spent  in 
the  service  of  his*  country,  and  covered  with  glory  and 
honours.  His  amiable  character  and  uimssuming  dispo- 
sition m^e  him  as  universally  beloved  as  he  was  re- 
spected. His  talents  were  not  brilliant:  but  they  proved 
whata,gCK)d  heart,  inflamed  by  an  honourable  ambition, 
^^y>  by  the  aid  of  perseverance,  effect'  His' lordship 
married,  July  14;  1768,  Jemima,  daughter  of  James  Jones, 

VOL.X.      .  T 


C74  C  O  R  O  N  E  U 

r 

e«q.  by  whom  he  bad  an  only  son,  Charies,  th^  present 
marqais.  ^ 

CORONE(«  (Paul),  a  Spanish  ecclesiastic,  was  born  at 
Segovia,  and  became  eminent  for  his  critical  knowledge 
of  oriental  languages,  and  especially  the  original  languages 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  He  was  one  of  the  professors 
of  the  university  of  Salamanca,  when  cardinal  Ximenes 
employed  him,  among  other  learned  men,  on  his  celebrated 
edition  of  the  Polyglot  Bible.  He  also  was  the  author  of 
an  addition  to  the  work  of  Nicholas  de  Lira,  **  De  trans- 
lationum  differentiis.*'    He  died  Sept  30,  1534.* 

CORONELLI  (Vincent),  a  celebrated  geographer  of 
the  Minime  order,  and  a  most  laborious  and  voluminous 
compiler,  was  born  at  Venice,  and  admitted  doctor  at  tbe 
age  of  24.     Becoming  known  to  cardinal  d'Estr6es  by  his 
skill  in  mathematics,  he  was  employed  by  his  eminence  to 
make  globes  for  Louis  XIV.     He  staid  some  time  at  Paris 
for  that  purpose,  and  left  many  globes  there,  which  were 
at  that  time  much  esteemed.      Coronelli  was  appointed 
cosmographer  to  the  republic  of    Venice  in  1685,  and 
public  professor  of  geography  in   1689,     He  afterwards 
became  definitor-general  of  his  order,  and  general  May  14, 
1702.     After  founding  a  cosmographical  academy  at  Ve- 
nice, he  died  in  that  city,  December  1718,  leaving  above 
four  hundred  maps.     His  publications  were  so  numerous 
as  to  fill  about  thirty  volumes,   most  of  them  in  folio. 
Among  these  are,  1.  "  Atlante  Veneto,"  4  vols,  folio,  Ve- 
nice,  169L     2.   <<  Ritratti  de  celebri    personaggi   dell* 
academia  cosmografica,    &c."    Venice,    1697,   folio.     3. 
'^  Specchio  del  mare  Mediterraneo,''  ibid,   1698,  folio. 
4.  ^^  Bibliotheca  universalis,"  or  an  universal  Dictionary, 
an  immense  undertaking,  to  be  extended  to  forty-five  folio 
volumes.    All  the  accounts  we  have  of  Coronelli  diffiering, 
we  know  not  bow  fer  be  had  prooeeded  in  this  work.     Mo^ 
reri  says  he  .had  published  seven  volumes ;  but  an  extract 
from  some  foreign  journal,  in  the  ^^  Memoirs  of  Literature,^' 
i^tates  that,  in  1769,  eighteen  volumes  had  appeared,  which 
went  no  farther  than  the  word  Cavalieri,  in  letter  C.    We 
doubt,  therefore,'  if  the  author  could  have  compressed  hU 
materials  in  45.    That  he  i^ould  entertain  a  favourable 

1  CoUins's  Peerage,  by  bit  E.  Brydgos.—Birom's  Narrative  of  the  pam|w%|i 
in  India,  iio,  lY^.^Adolpbus  and  Bisset'i  HUt  of  the  R^ign  of  6«orge  III. 
<  Moreri.— Antonio  BiH  liisp. 
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opmion  of  kis  labours^  stnd  predict  that  all  other  «dic- 
tionari^  inu^t  sink  before  his,  and  that  he  should  exult  in 
the  idea  of  leaviiig  behind  him  the  largest  coiupilation  ever 
made,  is  not  surfM^ziifg :  we  are  more  disposed  to  wonder 
iat  the  spirit  of  literarj^  enterprize  among  the  printers  and 
booki^ellers  in  those  dajs,  which  encouraged  such  under- 
takings. ^ 

CORRADINI  (DE  SszzA,  Peteii  Marcellinus),  a 
learned  antiquary,  bom  in  1660,  was  first  a  lawyer,  and  in 
that  profession  so  distinguished,  as  -to  attract  the  notice  of 
pdpe  Cletiient  XL  who  appointed  him  to  honourable  and 
confidential  ofices.  Disgusted,  hoifi^ever,  by  the  intrigues 
of  the  court,  he  gave  binwelf  up  to  retirement,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  applying  to  literary  pursuits.  Here  he  remained  till 
he  was  cheated  cardinal  by  pope  Innocent  XIII.  which  dig- 
nity he  enj€(yed  more  than  twenty  years,  and  died  at  Rome 
in  174$.  He  wrote  a  learned  and  curious  work,  entitled 
<<  Vetus  Latiam,  profanum  et  sacrum,*'  Rome,  1 704  and  1 707, 
2  vols.  fel. ;  reprinted  in  1727, 4  vols.  4to :  likewise  a  history 
of  his  native  plsice,  entitled  ^'  De  civitate  et  ecclesia  Set* 
tina  ;**  Rome,  1 702,  4to.  He  is  said  to  have  written  a  dis- 
sertation concerning  certain  contested  rights  between  the 
Emperor  and  the  pope,  **  De  jure  precum  primariarum,'* 
1707,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Conradus  Oiigenius** 

CORRANUS,  or  DE  CORRO  (Anthony),  the  son  of 
Ant.  Corranus,  LL.D.  was  born  at^  Seville,  in  Spain,  in 
1527,  and  edacated  for  the  Roman  Catholic  church;  but 
being  afterwairds  desirous  of  embracing  the  reformed  reli^ 
gion,  became  to  England  in  1570,  and  being  admitted 
into  the  English  church,  became  a  frequent  preacher.  In 
1571  he  was  made  reader  of  divinity  in  the  Temple,  by  the 
interest  of  Dr.  Edwin  Sandys,  bishop  of  London,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  office  about  three  years.  In  the  beginning  of 
March  1 5*J5y  he  was  recommended  to  the  university  of  Ox« 
ford  for  a  doctor's' degree,  by  their  chancellor,  the  earl  pf 
Leicester ;  but  doubts  being  raised  as  to  the  soundness  of 
his  principles  on  certain  contested  points,  his  degree  wa« 
refused  until  he  should  give  full  satisfaction,  which  he  prd« 
bably  did,  although  the  matter  is  not  upon  record.  At 
Oxford  be  became  reader  of  divinity  to  the  students  in 
Gloucester,  St.  Mary's,  and  Hart-hall,  and  resided  as  a 

I  Moreri.*-Djct  Hiit-a-Memoirl  of  Literature,  yol,  I.^Moyt  of  Cor»neIli*| 
works  are  in  the  British  Maseuuu 
>  Mbreri* 
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stttdent  of  Cbristchurcb^  holding  at  the  same  time  the  pre- 
bend of  Harleston  in  St.  Paurs.  He  died  at  London  in 
March  1591,  and  was  buried  either  at  Su  Andre w%  Holi^ 
born,  or  Su  Andrew  Wardrobe.  His  works  are,  1.  <<  An 
Epistle  to  the  pastors  of  the  Flemish  church  at  Antwerp/' 
originally  written  in  Latin,  Lond.  1570,  8to.  2.  "Ta* 
bule  Divinorum  operum,  de  humani  generis  creatione,'* 
1574,  8vo ;  and  afterwards  published  in  English.  3.  **  Dia- 
logus  Theologicus,'*  an  explanation  of  St.  PauPs  Epistle 
to  the  Romans,  collected  from  his  lectures,  1574,  8to; 
also  translated,  1579.  4.  **  Supplication  to  the  king  of 
Spain,**  respecting  the  protestants  in  the  Low  Countries, 
1577^   8vo,   published  in   Latin,    French,    and  English. 

5.  '^  Not®  in  concionem  Solomobis  ;**  i.  e.  Ecclesiastes, 
1579  and  1581,  8vo;  and  again,  by  Scultetus,  in  1618. 

6.  <^  Sermons  on  Ecclesiastes,*'  abridged  by  Thomas  Pitt, 
Oxen.  1585,  8vo,  probably  an  abridgement  of  the  pre^- 
ceding.  7.  ^<  A  Spanish  grammar,  with  certain  rules  for 
teaching  both  the  Spanish  and  French  tongues,**  translated 
into  English  by  Thorius.    Lond.  1590,  4to.  ^ 

'.  CORREGIO  (Antomio  Alleori  ba),  ^metimes  called 
Le^ti,  an  eminent  historical  painter,  was  born  in  1490^ 
or  1494.  Being  descended  of  poor  parents,  and  educated 
in  an  obscure  village,  he  enjoyed  none  of  those  advantages 
which  contributed  to  form  the  other  great  painters  of  tibiat 
illustrious  age.  He  saw  none  of  the  statues  of  ancient 
Greece  or  Rome ;  nor  any  of  the  works  of  the  established 
schools  of  Rome  and  Venice.  But  nature  was  his  guide ; 
and  Corregio  w:as  one  of  her  favourite  pupils.  To  express 
the  facility  with  which  he  painted,  he  used  to  say  that  he 
always  had  his  thoughts  ready  at  the  end  of  his  penciL   . 

The  agreeable  smile,  and  the  profusion  of  graces  which 
he  gave  to  his  Madonnas,  saints,  and  children,  have  been 
taxed  with  being  sometimes  unnatural  y  but  still  they  are 
amiable  and  seducing :  ^  an  easy  and  flowing  pencil,  an 
union  and  harmony  of  colours,  and  a  perfect  intelligence 
of  light  and  shade,  give  an  astonishing  relief  to  all  his 
pictures,  and  have  been  the  admiration  both  of  his  con- 

^  The  birth  and  life,  says  Mr.  Fa-  account  of  him  has  nndoubtedly  been 

sell,  of  Corregio,  is  more  mvolired  in  given  by  A.  R.  Mengs,  in  bis  "  Me* 

obsoarity  than  the  life  of  Apelles*  Whe-  mori<  concemente  la  Vita  di  Conjef  ioi" 

ther  he  was  born  in  1490/ or  1494,  is  vol.  II.  of  his  works,  published  by  Ni- 

not  ascertained  :  the  time  of  his  death,  cole  d'Azara. 
in  1334,  is  morp  certain.    The  best 

*  Ath.  Ox,  yqI.  I, 
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temporaries  and  successors,  Annibal  Caracci,  who  flott* 
rished  fifty  years  after  him,  studied  and  adopted  his  man- 
ner in  preference  to  that  of  any  other  master.  In  a  letter 
to  his  cousin  Louis,  he  expresses  with  great  warmth  the  im* 
pression  which  was  made  on  him  by  the  first  sight  of  Corre- 
gio's  paintings :  "  Every  thing  which  I  see  here,"  says  he, 
^<  astonishes  me ;  particularly  the  colouring  and  the  beauty 
of  the  children.  They  live — they  breathe — ^They  smile 
with  so  much  grace  and  so  much  reality,  that  it  is  impose 
sible  to  retrain  from  smiling  and  partaking  of  their  enjoy- 
ment. My  heart  is  ready  to  break  with  grief  when  I  think 
on  the  unhappy  fate  of  poor  Corregio — that  so  wonderful  a 
man  (if  he  ought  not  rather  to  be  called  an  angel)  should 
finish  his  days  so  miserably  in  a  country  where  his  talents 
were  never  known  !'* 

From  want  of  curiosity  or  of  resolution,  or  from  want  of 
patronage,  Corregio  never  visited  Rome,  but  remained  his 
whole  life  at  Parma,  where  the  art  of  painting  was  little 
esteemed,  and  of  consequence  poorly  rewarded.  This  con- 
currence of  unfavourable  circumstances  occasioned  at  last 
his  premature  death,  at  the  age  of  forty.  He  was  employ- 
ed to  paint  the  cupola  of  the  cathedral  at  Parma,  the  sub- 
ject of  which  is  an  "  Assumption  of  the  Virgin ;''  and 
having  executed  it  in  a  manner  that  has  long  been  the^ 
admiration  of  every  person  of  good  taste,  for  the  grandeur 
of  design,  and  especially  for  the  boldness  of  the  fore-short-- 
enings  (an  art  which  he  first  and  at  once  brought  to  the 
utmost  perfection),  he  went  to  receive  his  payment.  The 
canons  of  the  church,  either  through  ignorance  or  base- 
ness, found  fault  with  his  work ;  and  although  the  price 
originally  agreed  upon  had  been  very  moderate,  they  al- 
ledged  that  it  was  far  above  the  merit  of  the  artist,  and 
forced  him  to  accept  of  the  paltry  sum  of  200  livres ; 
which,  to  add  to  the  indignity,  they  paid  him  in  copper 
money.  To  carry  home  this  unwordjy  load  to  bii  indigent 
wife  and  children,  poor  Corregio  had  to  travel  six  or  eight 
miles  from  Parma.  The  weight  of  bis  burden,  the  heat  of 
the  weather,  and  his  chagrin  at  this  treatment,  threw  him 
into  a  pleurisy,  which  in  three  days  put  an  end  to  his  life 
and  his  misfortunes  in  1534. 

For  the  preservation  of  this  magnificent  work  the  wodd- 
is  indebted  to  Titian.     As  he  passed  through  Parma  in  iSe 
suite  of  Charles  V.  he  ran  instantly  to  see  the  chef-d'oeuvre 
of  Corregio.    While  be  was  attentively  viewing  it,  one  of  /, 
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the  principal  canons  of  the  church  told  him  that  «uch  a 
grotesque  performance  did  not  merit  his  notice,  and  that 
they  intended  soon  to  have  the  whole  defaced.  *^  Have  a 
car^  of  what  you  do/'  replied  the  other :  **  if  I  were  not 
Titian,  I  wooid  certainly  wish  to  be  Corregio.'' 

Corregio's  exclamation  upon  viewing  a  picture  by  Ra- 
phael is  well  known.  Having  long  been  accustomed  to 
bear  the  most  unbounded  applause  bestowed  on  the  works 
of  that  divine  painter,  he  by  degrees  became  less  desirou!^ 
than  afraid  of  seeing  any  of  them.  One,  however,  he  at 
last  had  occasion  to  see.  He  examined  it  attentively  for 
some  minutes  in  profound  silence ;  and  then  with  an  air 
of  satisfaction  exclaimed,  <<  I  too  am  a  painter.''  Julio 
Romano,  on  seeing  sooie  of  Corregio's  pictures  at  Parma, 
declared  they  were  superior  to  any  thing  in  painting  he  had 
yet  beheld.  One  of  these  no  doubt  would  be  the  famous 
Virgin  and  Child,  with  Mary  Magdalene  and  St.  Jerom. 

Dufresnoy  says  of  this  artist,  that  he  ^^  struck  out  cer- 
tain natural  and  unaffected  graces  for  his  Madonnas,  bis 
saints,  and  little  children,  which  were  peculiar  to  himself. 
His  manner,  design,  and  execution,  are  all  very  great,  but 
yet  without  correctness.  He  had  a  most  free  and  delight- 
ful pencil ;  and  it  is  to  be  acknowledged,  that  be  painted 
with  a  strength,  relief,  sweetness,  and  vjvacity  of  colour- 
ing, which  nothing  ever  exceeded.  He  understood  how 
to  distribute  his  lights  in  such  a  manner,  as  was  wholly  pe- 
culiar to  himself,  which  gave  a  great  force  and  great 
roundness  to  his  figures.  This  manner  consists  in  extend- 
ing a  large  light,  and  then  making  it  lose  itself  insensibly 
in  the  dark  shadowings,  which  he  placed  out  of  the  masses : 
and  those  give  them  this  relief,  without  our  being  able  to 
perceive  from  whence  proceeds  so  much  effect,  and  so 
vast  a  pleasure  to  the  sight.  It  appears  that  in  this  part 
the  rest  of  the  Lombard  school  copied  him.  He  had  no 
great  choice  of  graceful  attitudes,  or  distribution  of  beau- 
tiful groupes.  His  design  often  appears  lame,  and  his 
positions  not  well  chosen  :  the  look  of  his  figures  is  often 
tuipleasing;  but  his  manner  of  designing  heads,  hands, 
feet,  and  other  parts,  is  very  great,  and  well  deserves  our 
imitation.  In  the  conduct  and  finishing  of  a  picture  he 
iMtgdone  wonders ;  for  he  painted  with  so  much  union,  that 
his  greatest  works  seem  to  have  been  finished  in  the  com- 
pass of  one  day,  and  appear  as  if  we  saw  th^m  in  ft  lopk^ 
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ing-glass.     His   landscape  is  equally  beautiful   with  his 
figures."  I 

"  The  excellency  of  Corregio's  manner,"  says  sir  Joshua 
Reynolds^  ^^  has  justly  been  adtnired  by  all  succeeding 
painters.  This  manner  is  in  direct  opposition  to  what  is 
called  the  dry  and  hard  manner  which  preceded  him.  His 
colour,  and  bis  mode  of  finishing,  approach  nearer  to  per- 
fection than  those  of  any  other  painter ;  the  gliding  mo- 
tion of  his  outline,  and  the  sweetness  with  which  it  melts 
into  the  ground ;  the  cleanness  and  transparency  of  his 
colouring,  which  stop  at  that  exact  medium  in  which  the 
purity  and  perfection  of  taste  lies,  leave  nothing  to  be 
wished  for." 

Mr.  Fuseli's  opinion  of  Corregio  may  with  great  pro-* 
priety  close  these  criticisms. — "  Another  charm,"  says  the 
professor,  "  was  yet  wanting  to  complete  the  round  of  art — • 
harmony.  It  appeared  with  Antonio  Laeti,  called  Corregio, 
whose  works  it  attended  like  an  enchanted  spirit.  The 
harmony  and  the  grace  of  Corregio  are  proverbial:  the 
medium  which  by  breadth  of  gradation  unites  two  opposite, 
principles,  the  coalition  of  light  and  darkness,  by  imper^ 
ceptible  transition,  are  the  element  of  his  style.  This  in« 
spires  his  figures  with  grace,  to  this  their  grace  is  subordi*^ 
nate:  the  most  appropriate,  the  most  elegant  attitudes 
were  adopted,  rejected,  perhaps  sacrificed  to  the  most 
aukward  ones,  in  compliance  with  this  imperious  principle : 
parts  vanished,  were  absorbed,  or  emerged  in  obedience 
to  it.  This  unison  of  a  whole,  predominates  over  all  that 
remains  of  him,  from  the  vastness  of  his  cupolas  to  the^ 
smallest  of  his  oil- pictures.  The  harmony  of  Corregio, 
though*  assisted  by  exquisite  hiles,  was  entirely  indepen- 
dent of  colour :  his  great  organ  was  chiaroscuro  in  its  most 
extensive  sense  :  compared  with  the  expanse  in  which  he 
floats,  the  effects  of  Lionarda  da  Vinci  are  little  more  than 
the  dying  ray  of  evening,  and  the  concentrated  flash  of 
Giorgione  discordant  abruptness.  The  bland  central  light 
of  a  globe,  imperceptibly  gliding  through  lucid  demitints 
into  rich  reflected  shades,  composes  the  spell  of  Corregio, 
and  affects  us  with  the  soft  emotions  of  a  delicious  dream." 

Of  Corregio's  best  oil-pictures,  Italy  has  been  deprived 
by  purchase  or  by  spoil.  Dresden  possesses  the  celebrated 
**  Night,"  or  rather  "  Dawn  ;"  the  "  Magdalen  reading  j" 
and  a  few  more  of  less  excellence,  or  less  authentic  cha- 
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ncter.  The  two  allegoric  pictures,  called  ^^  Leda  and 
Danae/'  once  in  the  possession  of  queen  Christina,  mi^ 
grated  to  France,  and  with  the  picture  of  lo,  were  mangled 
or  destroyed  by  bigotry.  A  duphcate  of  the  lo,  and  a 
'^  Rape  of  Ganymede'*  are  at  Vienna.  Spain  possesses 
'^  Christ  praying  in  the  Garden,"  and  **  Mercury  teaching 
Cupid  to  read  in  the  presence  of  Venus."  To  the  ^*  Spo- 
aalizio  of  St.  Catharine,'*  which  France  possessed  before, 
the  spoils  of  the  revolution  have  added  the  *'  St.  Jerome 
with  the  Magdalen,'*  the  ^  Madonna  della  Scudella,"  the 
'^  Descent  from  the  Cross,"  and  the  **  Martyrdom  of  St. 
Placido,"  from  Parma. ' 

CORSINI  (Edward),  a  monk  of  the  Ecoles-Pies,  and  a 
mathematician  and  antiquary,  was  born  at  Fanano  in  1702, 
and  died  in  1765,  at  Pisa,  where  the  grand  duke  had  given' 
him  a  chair  in  philosophy.  This  science  occupied  his  first 
studies,  and  his  success  soon  appeared  from  the  ''  PUiioso- 
phical  and  Mathematical  Institutions,"  1723  and  1724,  6 
Tols.  8vo.  For  the  doctrines  of  Aristotle,  which  then  were 
generally  adoptsd  in  a  part  of  Italy,  he  substituted  a 
apecies  of  philosophy  at  ^once  more  useful  and  more  true. 
£ncoui;^ged  by  the  favourable  reception  his  ivork  had  met 
with,  he  published  in  173{l  a  new  <^  Course  of  Geometrical 
Elements,"  written  with  precision  and  perspicuity.  •  On 
being  appointed  professor  at  Pisa,  he  revised  and  retouched 
his  two  performances.  The  former  appeared,  with  consi- 
derable corrections,  at  Bologna  in  1742;  and  the  second, 
augmented  with  ^*  Elements  of  Practical  Geometry,"  was 
published  at  Venice  in  1748,  2  vols.  8vo.  He  was  well 
versed  in  hydrostatics  and  history.  After  having  sedulously 
applied  for  several  years  to  the  classical  authors,  and  par- 
ticularly those  of  Greece,  he  proposed  to  write  the  ^'  Fasti 
of  the  Archons  of  Athens,"  the  first  volume  of  which  ap- 
peared in  1734,  in  4to,  and  the  fourth  and  last,  ten  years 
after.  Being  called  in  1746  to  the  chair  of  moral  philo- 
sophy and  metaphysics,  he  composed  a  **  Course  of  Meta- 
physjcs,^^  which  appeared  afterws^rds  at  Venice  in  1758. 
His  learned  friends  Muratori,  Gorio,  Maffei,  Quirini,  Pas-< 
sionei,  now  persuaded  him  to  abandon  philosophy ;  and, 
at  their  solicitations,  he  returned  to  criticism  and  eru- 
dition.    In  1747  he  published  four  dissertations  in  4to,  on 

I  Meofs,  as  in  precedii^  note.— rVasari.-r-Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  Works.-n 
Fttseli's  Lectures.     See  also  bis  edition  ofPiikin^tfin. 
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the  sacred  games  of  Greece,  in  which  he  gave  an  exact  list 
of  the  athletic  victors.  Two  years  afterwards  he  brought 
out,  in  foliO)  an  excellent  work  on  the  abbreviations  used 
in  Greek  inscriptions,  under  this  title,  *^  De  notis  Grse- 
corum."  This  accurate  and  sagacious  performance  was 
followed  by  several  dissertations  relative  to  objects  of  learn- 
ing. But  the  high  esteem  in  which  be  was  held  by  his 
acquaintance  on  account  of  his  virtues  and  industry,  was 
an  interruption  to  his  labours,  he  being  appointed  general 
of  his  order  in  1754  ;  yet  the  leisure  left  him  by  the  ar-r 
duous  duties  of  his  station  he  devoted  to  his  former  studies^ 
and  when  the  term  of  his  generalship  expired,  he  hastened 
back  to  Pisa,  to  resume  the  functions  of  professor.  He 
now  published  several  new  dissertations,  and  especially  an 
excellent  work^  one  of  the  best  of  his  performances,  en- 
titled '<  De  prsefectis  urbis."  At  length  he  confined  the 
whole  of  his  application  on  the  ^^  History  of  the  University^ 
of  Pisa,''  of  which  he  had  been  appointed  historiographer, 
and  was  about  to  produce  the  first  volume  when  a  stroke 
of  apoplexy  carried  him  off,  in  spite  of  all  the  resources  of 
the  medical  art,  in  December  1765*/ 

CORT  (Cornelius),  a  celebrated  engraver,  was  hom:at 
Hoorn  in  Holland  in  1536,  After  having  learned  the  first 
principles  of  drawing  and  engraving,  he  went  to  Italy  to 
complete  his  studies,  and  visited  all  the  places  famous  for 
the  works  of  the  great  masters.  At  Venice  be  was  cour« 
teously  received  by  Titian ;  and  engraved  several  plates 
from  the  pictures  of  that  admirable  painter.  He  at  last 
settled  at  Rome,  where  he  died,  1578,  aged  forty -two^ 
According  to  Basan,  he  was  the  best  engraver  with  the 
burin  or  graver  only  that  Holland  ever  produced.  <<  We 
find  in  bis  prints,"  adds  he,  *^  correctness  of  drawing,  and 
an  exquisite  taste."  He  praises  also  the  taste  and  light- 
ness of  touch  with  which  he  engraved  landscapes,  and  that 
without  the  assistance  of  the  point.  It  is  no  small  honour 
to  this  artist,,  that  Agostino  Carracci  was  his  scholar,  and 
imitated  bis  style  of  engraving  rather  than  that  of  any 
other  master.  His  engravings  are  very  numerous  { 15 1  ac<« 
cording  to  abb^  M arolles),  and  by  no  means  uncommon.  *  I 

CORTE  (Gotlieb),  professor  of  law  at  Leipsic,  was 
born  at  Bescow,  in  Lower  Lusatia,  February  28,  1698.  He 

'  Fabroni  Vitie  kaloraiDi  an  elaborate  article^  with  aa  ample  catalogue  oC 
|iis  works.-^iDict.  Hist. 
*  Strutt, 
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was  eminent  for  his  learning,  and  assisted  in  the  Journals 
of  Leipsic,  at  which  place  he  died  April  7,  1731,  ^^ed 
thirty-three.  Corte  published  an  edition  of  Sallust,  printed 
at  Leipsic,  1724,  4to,  with  notes,  which  is  much  esteemed, 
'^  Tres  Satyre  MennipeiB,'*  Leipsic,  1720,  8to,  and  other 
works.  * 

CORTES  (Ferdinand),  a  Spanish  commander,  famous 
under  the.  emperor  Charles  V.  for  the  conquest  of  Mexico, 
was  born  at  Medellin  in  Estremadura,  in  1485.     His  pa- 
rents intended  him  for  study,  but  liis  dissipated  habits  and . 
overbearing  temper  made  his  father  willing  to  gratify  his 
inclination  by  sending  him  abroad  as  an  adventurer.     Ac- 
cordingly he  passed  over  to  the  Indies  in  1504,  continued 
some  time  at  St.  Domingo,  and  then  went  to  the  isle  of 
Cuba.     He  so  distinguished  himself  by  bis  exploits,  that 
Velasquez,  governor  of  Cuba,-  made  him  captain  general 
of  the  army  which  he  destined  for  the  discovery  of  new 
countries.     Cortes  sailed  from  San-Iago  Nov.  18,  1518, 
stationed  his  little  army  at  the  Havannah,  and  arrived  the 
year  after  at  Tabasco  in  Mexico.     He  conquered  the  In- 
dians, founded  Vera-Cruz,  reduced  the  province  of  Tlas- 
cala,  and  marched  directly  to  Mexico,  the  capital  of  the 
empire.     Montezuma,  the  emperor  of  the  Mexicans,  was 
constrained  to  receive  him,  and  thus  became  a  prisoner  in 
his  own  capital ':  and  Cortes  not  only  demanded  immense 
monies  of  him,  but  obliged  him  to  submit  all  his  states  to 
Charles  V.     Meanwhile  Velasquez,    growing  jealous  of 
this  success,  resolved  to  traverse  the  operations  of  Cortes^ 
and  with  this  view  sent  a  fleet  of  12  ships  against  him  : 
but  Cortes  already  distrusted  him ;  and,  having  obtained 
new  succours  from  the  Spaniards,  made  himself  master  of 
all  Mexico,  and  detained  as  prisoner  Guatimosin,  the  suc- 
cessor of  Montezuma,  and  last  emperor  of  the  Mexicans. 
This  was  accomplished  Aug.  13,  1521.     Charles  V.  re- 
warded these  services  with  the  valley  of  Guaxaca  in  Mexi- 
co, which  Cortes  erected  into  a  marquisate.     He  after- 
wards returned  to  Spain,  where  he  was  not  received  with 
the  gratitude  he  expected,  and  where  he  died  in  1554, 
aged  sixty-three.     Many  have  written  the  history  of  this 
V  Conquest  of  Mexico,"  and  particularly  Antonio  de  Solis, 
whose  work  has  been  translated  into  many  other  languages 
besides  the  English,  and  Clavigero ;  and  in  1 800  a  very 

*  Moreri. 
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ilAteresting  work  w«s  published  entitled  <^  The  true  Histoij 
of  the  Conquest  of  Mexico,  by  captain  Bernal  Diaz  del 
C»iteUO)  one  of  the  conquerors,  written  in  156S,  and  trans* 
lated  from  the  original  Spanish,  by  Maurice  Keatinge, 
esq.^*  4to.  Dr.  Robertson,  in  bis  history  of  America,  has 
given  a  loog  life  of  Cortes,  which^  we  are  sorry  to  add, 
doea  more  honour  to  his  pen  than  to  bis  judgment  or  hu- 
manity. It  is  a  laboured  defence  of  cruelties  that  are 
indefensible,  and  is  caleulatedHo  present  to  the  reader  the 
idea  of  a  magnanimous  and  politic  hero,  instead  of  an  in« 
satiate  invader  and  usurper  more  barbarous  than  those  he 
conquered ;  a  murderer,  who  appears,^  like  bis  historians 
in  modern  times,  to  have  been  perfectly  insensible  to  the 
true  character  of  the  victories  which  accompanied  his  arms. 
From  his  correspottdence  with  the  emperor  Charles  V« 
published  at  Paris  in  1778,  by  the  viscount  de  Flavigny,  it 
s^pears  that  this  insensibility  was  so  great  in  himself,  that 
in  his  account  of  his  exploits  he  neither  altered  facts,  nor 
modified  circumstances,  to  redeem  his  name  from  the  ex« 
ecration  of  succeeding  ages.  <^  His  accounts  of  murders, 
ai^sassinations,  and  perfidious  stratagems,  his  enumeration 
of  the  victims  that  fell  in  Mexico,  to  the  thirst  of  gold, 
covered  with  the  bloody  veil  of  religion,  are,"  says  a  ju- 
dicious  writer,  "  minute,  accurate,  wfemal^'*  To  these 
works,  and  to  the  g;eneral  history  of  Mexico,  we  refer  for 
that  evidence  by  which  the  merit  of  Cortes  may  be  more 
justly  appreciated  than  by  some  of  his  late  biographers.  ^ 

CORTESI,  or  COURTOIS  (Jacob),  called  1l  Borgoq- 
NONE,  was  a  Jesuit,  born  in  Franche  Comte,  1621,  who  car-- 
ried  th^e  art  of  battle-painting  to  a  degree  unknown  before  or 
after  him.  M.  A.  Cerquozzi  himself  did  justice  to  his  power, 
and  dissuading  him  from  the  pursuit  of  other  branches  of 
painting,  fixed  him  to  that  in. which  he  could  not  but  per* 
ceive  that  Cortesi  would  be  his  superior  rather  than  his 
rival.  The  great  model  on  which  he  f6rmed  himself  was  the 
'.^  Battle  of  Constantine^'  in  the  Vatican.  He  had  been  a 
soldier,  and  neither  the  silence  of  Rome,  ifor  the  repose 
of  the  convent^  could  lay  his  military  ardour.  He  has 
personified  courage  in  attadc  or  defence,  and  it  has  been 
said  that  his  pictures  sound  with  the  abouts  of  war,  the 
nei^ing  of  lv)rses,  the  cries  of  the  wounded.  His  manner 
9f  pointing  was  rapid,  in  strokes,  and  full  of  colour;  hence 

t  Works  ai  atbove, — Montlu  Rev.  vol  LX. 
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its  effect  is  improved  by  distance.  .His  style  was  his  own^ 
though  it  may  have  been  invigorated  by  his  attention  to 
the  works  of  Paolo  at  Venice,  and  bis  intercourse  with 
Guido  at  Bologna.  He  died  in  1676,  leaving  a  brother 
William  Cortesi,  like  him  called  Borgognone,  who  was 
the  scholar  of  Pietro  da  Cortona,  thou^  no|;  his  imitator. 
He  adhered  to  Maratta  in  the  choice  and  variety  of  bis 
beads,  and  a  certain  modesty  of  composition,  but  differed 
from  him  in  his  style  of  drapery  and  colour,  which  has 
something  of  Flemish  transparence  :  his  brother,  whom  he 
often  assisted,  likewise  contributed  to  form  his  manner. 
A  Crucifixion  in  the  church  of  St.  Andrea  on  Monte  Ca-» 
vallo,  and  the  Battle  of  Joshua  in  the  palace  of  the  Qui- 
rinal,  by  his  hand,  deserve  to  be  seen.  He  died  in  1679, 
aged  5 1 .  The  brothers  are  both  mentioned  by  Strutt  as 
having  etched  some  pieces.  ^ 

CORTEZ,  or  CORTEZIO  (Gregory),  a  learned  car- 
dinal, was  bom  of  a  noble  and  ancient  family  at  Modena, 
and  was  auditor  of  the  causes  under  Leo  X.  and  afterwards 
entered  the  Benedictine  order,  in  which  his  merit  raised 
bim  to  the  highest  offices.  Paul  III.  created  him  cardinal 
in  1542.  He  died  at  Rome  in  1548,  leaving  **  Epistolarumr 
femiiiarium  Liber,*'  1575,  4to,  and  other  works,  chiefly  on 
subjects  of  divinity,  which  are  now  forgdt,  but  his  letters 
contain  a  considerable  portion,  of  literary  history  and  anec** 
dote.  * 

CORTEZI  (Paul),  an  Italian  prelate,  was  born  in  1465, 
at  San  Geminiano,  in  Tuiscany.  In  early  life  he  applied 
himself  to  the  forming  of  bis  style  by  reading  the  best 
authors  of  antiquity,  and  particularly  Cicero.  He  was  not 
above  twenty -three  when  h^  published  a  dialogue  on  the 
learned  men  of  Italy,  ^  De  hominibus  doctis.''  This  pro- 
duction, elegantly  composed,  and  useful  to  the  history  of 
the  literature  of  his  time,  remained  in  obscurity  till  I7S4, 
when  it  was  given  to*  the  public  by  Manni,  from  a  copy 
found  by  Alexander  Politi,  Florence,  4to,  with  notes,  and 
the  life  of  the  author.  Aogelo  Politianus,  to  whom  he 
communicated  it,  wrote  to  him,  that  <<  the  work,  though 
superior  to  his  age,  was  not  a  premature  fruif  There  is 
still  extant  by  this  writer  a  commentary  on  the  four  booka 
of  sentences,  1540,  folio,  in  good  Latin,  but  frequently  in 

'  PilkingtoQ.— D^Argenyille^  rol.  IV.— Burgcs's  Livei,  in  art.  Courtois^^ 
Stnitt.  3  Mor«n.<— DupiiL 


C  O  R  T  i:  2  I.  285 

such  familiar  terms  as  to  throw  a  ladicrous  air  over  the 
Jofty  mysteries  of  the  papal  church,  which  w^  not  a  litd^ 
the  fashion  of  his  time.  He  also  wrote  a  tract  on  the  dig* 
nity  of  the  cardinals,  *^  De  Cardinalatu ;"  full  of  erudition, 
.variety,  and  elegance,  according  to  the.  testimony  of  some 
Italian  authors,  and  destitute  of  all  those  qualities,  accord- 
ing to  that  of  Du  Pin.  P.  Cortezi  died  bishop  of  Urbino 
in  1510,  in  the  45th  year  of  his  age.  His  house,  furnish* 
ed  with  a  copious  library,  was  the  asylum  of  the  muses, 
and  of  all  that  cultivated  their  favour.  ^ 
,    CORTONA,     See  BERRETINL 

CORVINUS.     Sec  MATTHIAS. 

CORY  ATE  (George),  a  Latin  poet  of  some  note  in 
his  day,  was  born  in  the  parish  of  St.  Thomas,  in  Salisbury. 
He  received  his  education  at  Winchester-school,  and  in 
the  year  1562  was  admitted  perpetual  fellow  of  New  col- 
lege, Oxford.  In  the  year  1566,  on  queen  Elizabeth's 
visiting  the  university,  he,  together  with  W.  Reynolds, 
bachelor  of  arts,  received  her  majesty  and  her  train  at  New 
college ;  on  which  occasion  he  pronounced  an  oration,  for 
which  he  received  great  praises  and  a  handsome  purse  of 
gold.  He  afterwards  took  his  degree  in  arts,  and,  in  June 
i  570,  became  rector  of  Odcombe  on  the  death  of  Thomas 
Reade^  and  some  time  aftcir,  bachelor  of  divinity.  In  the 
year  1594,  he  was  appointed  prebendary  of  Warthill,  in 
the  cathedral  church  of  York,  and  also  held  some  other 
dignity,  but  what  we  are  not  informed.  He  died  at  the 
: parsonage-house  at  Odcombe,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1606. 
It  is  asserted  that  his  son,  the  celebrated  traveller,  agree- 
ably to  his  whimsical  character,  entertained  a  design  of 
preserving  his  body  from  stench  and  putrefaction,  and  with, 
that  view  caused  it  to  be  kept  above  ground  until  the  14th 
of  April  following,  when  it  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of 
the  church  of  Odcombe.  George  Cory  ate  was  much  com* 
mended  in  his  time  for  his  fine  fancy  in  Latin  poetry ;  and 
for  certain. pieces  Which  he  had  written  was  honourably 
quoted  by  several  eminent  writers.  The  only  pieces  Mr. 
Wood  had  seen  of  his  composition  were,  1.  '^  Poemata 
Faria  Latina,''  London,  1611,  4to,  published  by  his  son 
after  his  death,  and  by  him  entitled  ^^  Posthuma  fragments^ 
Poematum  Georgii  Coryate.^'      2.  ^^Descriptio  Angliae, 

^  Dapin.— ;Moi«ri.<«»IU8eoe*8  Leo.— Ginga«n6  Hist  Litt  d'ltalie.— Ores* 
well'i  PolUiwus,    .  , 
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Scotis,  et  Ribemieey^^  written  in  Latiifi  rerse,  and  dedicated 
to  queen  Elizabeth,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  this  piece 
lyas  ever  printed.  In  1763,  James  Lomley  Kingston,  esq. 
of  Dorchester,  published,  from  a  MS.  found  amongst  the 
papers  belonging  to  a  considerable  family  in  one  of  th^ 
western  counties,  a  Latin  poem,  which  appears  to  have 
been  written  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  entitled 
**  Descriptio  Angliae  -et  Descriptio  Londini,"  being  two 
poems  in  Latin  verse,  supposed  to  be  written  in  the 
fifteenth  century.  This  pamphlet  Mr.  Gough  thinks  may 
be  part  of  the  poem  noticed  by  Mr.  Wood.  The  mention 
of  only  fifteen  colleges  at  Oxford,  fixes  the  date  of  the 
verses  before  the  year  1571.  Mr.  Coryate's  wife,  Gertrude, 
outlived  her  husband  and  son  many  years,  and  resided  at 
Odcombe  or  near  it  until  her  death.  Dr.  Humphry  Hody, 
a  native  of  that  place,  informed  Mr.  Wood,  that  she  was 
buried  near  the  remains  of  her  husband  on  the  Sd  of  April, 
1645.  It  appears  that  after  her  husband's  death  she  mar- 
ried a  second  time.  ^ ' 

CORY  ATE  (Thomas),  the  eccentric  son  of  (^  pre- 
ceding, was  born  at  Odcombe,  in  1577.  He  was  first  edu- 
cated at  Westminster-school,  and  became  a  commoner  of 
Gloucester-hall,  Oxford,  in  15^6  ;  where  continuing  about 
three  years,  he  attained,  by  mere  dint  of  memory,  some 
skill  in  logic,  and  more  in  the  Greek  and  Lattin  languages. 
After  he  had  been  taken  home  for  a  time,  he  went  to  Lon- 
don, and  was  received  into  the  family  of  Henry  prince  of 
Wales,  either  as  a  domestic,  or,  according  to  some,  as  a 
fool,  an  oflice  which  in  former  days  was  filled  by  a  person 
hired  for  the  purpose.  In  this  situation  he  was  exposed  to 
the  wits  of  the  court,  who,  finding  in  bisi  a  strange  mix- 
ture of  sense  and  folly,  made  him  their  whetstone ;  and  so, 
says  Wood,  he  became  too  much  known  to  all  the  world. 
In  1608,  he  took  a  journey  to  France,  Italy,  Germany,  &C.. 
which  lasted  five  months,  during  which  he  had  travelled 
1975  miles,  more  than  half  upon  one  pair  of  shoes,  which 
were  once  only  mended,  and  on  his  return  were  hung  up 
in  the  church  of  Odcombe.  He  published  his  travels  under 
this  title ;  ^^  Crudities  hastily  gobbled  up  in  five  months- 
travels  in  France,  Savoy,  Italy,  Rhetia,  Helvetia,  some 
parts  of  High  Germany,  and  the  Netherlands,  1614,**  4tOy 
reprinted  in  1776,  3  vols.  8vo.     This  work  was  ushere4 

I  Ath.  Oz.  vol,  I.<^Biog,  Brit.—- Gou^fh's  Topo|j;rapby,  vol.  t« 
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into  the  world  by  mn  Odcombian  banquet,  consisting  of 
ne»r  60  copies  of  verses,  made  by  the  best  poets  of  that 
time,  which,  if  they  did  /not  make  Coiyate  pass  with  the 
world  for  k  jcqan  of  great  parts  and  learning,  contributed 
not  a  little  to  the  sale  of  his  book*.  Among  these  poets 
were  Ben  Jonson,  sir  John  Harrington,  Inigo  Jones  the 
architect,  Chapman,  Donne,  Drayton,  &c.  In  the  same 
year  be  published  ^'Coryate^s  Crambe,  or  his  Colwort 
twice  sodden,  and  now  served  in  with  other  Macaronic 
dishes,  as  the  second  course  of  his  Crudities,"  4to.  la 
1612,  after  he  had  taken  leave  of  his  countrymen,  by  ati 
oration  spoken  at  the  cross  in  Odcombe,  he  took  a  long 
and  large  journey,  with  intention  not  to  return  till  he  had 
spent  ten  years  in  travelling.  The  first  place  he  went  to 
was  Constantinople,  where  he  made  his  usual  de)»ultory 
observations ;  and  took  from  thence  opportunities  of  view- 
ing divers  parts  of  Greece.  In  the  Hellespont  he  took 
notice  of  the  two  castles  Sestos  and  Abydos,  which  Mu« 
S8BUS  has  made  famous  in  his  poem  of  Hero  and  Leander* 
He  saw  Smyrna  from  whence  be  found  a  passage  to  Alex- 
andria in  Egypt;  and  there  he  observed  the  pyramids  neac 
Grand  Cairo.  From  thence  he  went  to  Jerusalem ;  and  so 
on  to  the  Dead  Sea,  (o  Aleppo  in  Syria,  to  Babylon  in 
Chaldea,  to  the  kingdom  of  Persia,  and  to  Ispahan,  where 

*  These  verses  were  reprinted  in  exceed  that  price  whereat  men  in  these, 
the  same  year  (1611),  detached  from  witty  dayes  value  sach  stuffe  as  that; 
tke  Crudities,  with  this  tkke:  "The     and»  partly,  for  that  oae 

Odcombian  Banquet,  dished  foorth  by     wt,-^  !*.««;««.    \«A»M^in^u>^    .:»    m^ 
Thomas  the  Coriat,  and  serred  in  a     Whow  leammg,  judgement,  wit,  aii4 

Dumber  ai  NoUe  Whs,  in  praise  of     .         •  5f'^l'«<     «   •    ^^  •      %> 

portaus  Mysteria ;"  and  with  a  prose  *<  Having  read  the  booke  with  an 

udverttsemeut   at  Uie  conciusion,    of  Intent  to  epitomize  it,  could  he  but 

which  the  foltowing  is  a  transcript,  and  have  melled  out  of  the  whole  lnni|M  so 

may  serve  as  a  specimen  of  Coryate's  much  matter  worthy  the  reading  at 

styfe  2                        •  would  have  filled  foure  pages  ;  but, 

"Koverintunirersi,  Ice.  finding  bis  labour  lost,  and  his  hope 

*'  Know,   gentle  Reader,    that  the  therein  fallen  short,  is  i^solved  to  de» 

booke,    in    prayse  whereof  all  these  fer  it  till  the  author  of  the  *'  Crudities'* 

preceding  verses  were  written,  is  pur-  haVe  finished  his  second  travels ;  which 

poeely  omilted  for  thine  and  thy  purses  being  intended  for  »  place  fonre  more 

good ;  partly  for  the  greatness  of  the  remote,  is  likely  to  produce  a  booke 

volume,  containing  654   pages,  each  of  a  fanre  greater  bulk:  both  wbich^ 

page  36  lines,   each  line  48  letters,  being  drafwne  into  an  exact  compend,' 

besides  panegyricks,  poems,  epistles^  as  Munster,    Baronius,  the  M|agde- 
prefaces,  letters,  orations,  fragments,  *  burgians,  and  other  famous  chronolo- 

posthumes,  with  the  commas,  colons,,  gers,  have  beene,  may,  perhaps,  af-' 

fttU  .points,  «nd  other  things  hereunto  fovd  •omething  either  iCQithy'th|r  lead* 

appertaining ;  which  being  printed  of  ing,  or  supply  thjr  need  in  such  case% 

a  character  legible  without  spectacles  of  extremitie,  as  nature  and  custome. 

would  !»▼•  oaufed  the  booke  auob  W  of^imei  inforce  men  unto^   Vi4i.b.'' 
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tbe  king  usuallv  resided ;  to  Seras,  anciendy  called  Shu^ 
«bati ;  to  Candabor,  the  first  province  north-east  under 
tbe  subjection  of  tbe  great  mogul,  and  so  to  Lahore,  tbe 
chief  city  but  one  belonging  to  that  empire.  From  La- 
bore  he  went  to  Agra ;  where,  being  well  received  by  the 
English  factory,  he  made  a  halt  He  staid  here  till  he 
bad  learned  the  Turkish  and  Morisco,  or  Arabian  lan- 
guages, in  which  study  be  was  always  very  apt,  and  some 
knowledge  in  the  Persian  and  Indostan  tongues,  all  which 
were  of  great  use  to  him  in  travelling  up  and  down  the 
great  mogul*s  dominions.  In  the  Persian  tongue  he  after- 
wards made  an  oration  to  tbe  great  mogul ;  and  in  the  In- 
dostan  he  had  so  great  a  command,  that  we  are  gravely 
told  he  actually  silenced  a  laundry-woman,  belonging  to 
the  English  ambassador  in  that  country,  who  used  to  scold 
all  the  day  long.  After  be  bad  visited  several  places  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  he  went  to  Surat  in  East-India, 
where  he  was  seized  with  a  diarrhoea,  of  which  he  died  in 
1617. 

This  strange  man,  it  is  evident,  had  an  insatiable  desire 
to  view  distant  and  unknown  parts  of  tbe  world,  which  has 
never  been  reckoned  a  symptom  of  folly :  nor  indeed  would 
Coryate  have  been  sq  much  despbed  if  he  bad  not  un- 
luckily fallen  into  the  hands  of  wits,  who,  by  way  of  divert- 
ing themselves,  imposed  on  his  weakness  and  extreme 
vanity,  and  nothing  vexed  him  more  than  to  have  this  vanity 
checked.  Thus  when  one  Steel,  a  merchant,  and  servant 
to  the  East-India  company,  came  to  sir  Thomas  Roe,  the 
English  ambassador  at  Mandoa,  where  the  mogul  then 
resided,  he  told  Coryate,  that  he  had  been  in  England 
since  he  saw  him,  and  that  king  James  bad  inquired  about 
him ;  and  that  upon  telling  his  majesty,  that  he  bad  met 
him  in  his  travels,  the  kibg  replied,  '<  Is  th^t  fool  living  ?** 
Our  traveller  was  equally  hurt  at  another  time,  when,  upon 
bis  departure  from  Mandoa,  sir  Thomas  Roe  gave  him  a 
letter,  and  in  that  a  bill  to  receive  10/.  at  Aleppo.  The 
letter  was  directed  to  Mr.  Ghapman,  consul  there  at  that 
time ;  and  the  passage  which  concerned  Coryate  was  this : 
*f  Mr.  Chapman,  when  you  shall  band  these  letters,.  I  desire 
you  to  receive  the  bearer  of  them,  Mr.  Thomas  Coryate^ 
witb  courtesies  for  you  aball  find  him  a  very  honest  poor 
wretch,*'  &c  This  expression  troubled  Coryate  extremely, 
and  therefore  it  was  altered  to  his  mind.  lie  was  very 
Jealous  of  his  reputation  abroad;  for  be  |;ave  out,  that 
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there  wiSre  great  expectances  in  England  of  the  large  ac- 
counts he. should  give  of  his  travels  after 'his  return  home. 

What  became  of  the  notes  and  observations  he  made  in 
his  long  peregrinations,  is  unknown.     The  following  bnly^ 
which  he  sent  to  his  friends  in  England,  were  printed  in 
his  absence :  1.  "Letters  from  Asmere,  the  court  of  the 
great  mogul,  to  several  persons  of  quality  in  England,  con- 
cerhing  the  emperor  and  his  country  of  East-India,'*  1616^ 
4to,  in  the  title  of  which  is  our  author*s  picture,  riding 
on  an  elephant,     2.  **  A  Letter  to  his  mother  Gertrude, 
dated  from  Agra  in  East  India,  containing  the  speech  that 
he  spoke  to  the  great  mogul  in  the  Persian  language.'* 
3.  **  Certain  Observations  froni  the  mogul's  court  and  East 
India.''  4.  **  Travels  to,  and  observations  in,  Constantinople 
and  other  places  in  the  way  thither,  and  in  his  journey  thencd 
to  Aleppo,  Damascus,  and  Jerusalem."     5.  "  His  oration, 
Purus,  Putus  Coryatus ;  quintessence  of  Coryate ;  spoken 
extempore,  tvhen  Mr.  Rugg  dubbed  him  a  knight  on  the 
ruins  of  Troy,  by  the  name  of  Thomas  Coryate  the  first 
English  knight  of  Troy."     6.  "  Observations  of  Constan- 
tinople abridged."     All  these  are  to  be  found  in  the  "  Pil- 
grimages" of  Sam  Purchas.    7.  "  Diverse  Latin  and  Greek 
epistles  to  learned  men  beyond  the  seas ;"  some  of  which 
are  in  his  "  Crudities." — Among  his  persecutors  was  Tay-i- 
lor  the  Water-poet,  who  frequently  endeavours  to  raise  a 
laugh  at  his  expence.     To  Coryate's  works  may  be  added 
a  copy  of  verses,  in  the  Somersetshire  dialect,  printed  in 
Guidott's  "  Collection  of  Treatises  on  the  Bath  Waters," 
1725,  8vo.» 

COSIN  (John),  an  English  prelate,  was  the  son  of  Giles 
Cosin,  a  rich  citizen  of  Norwich,  and  born  in  that  city 
Nov.  80,  1 594.  He  was  educated  in  the  free-school  there, 
till  14  years  of  age;  and  then  removed  to  Caius  college  in 
Cambridge,  of  which  he  was  successively  scholar  iand  fel- 
low. Being  at  length  distinguished  for  his  ingenuity  and 
learning,  he  had,  in  1616,  an  offer  of  a  librarian's  place 
from  Overall  bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry,  and  An- 
drews bishop  of  Ely,  and  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
former;  who  dying  in  1619,  he  became  domestic  chaplain 
to  Neil  bishop  of  Durham.  He  was  made  a  prebendary  of 
Dotliani  in  1624;  and  the  year  following  collated  to  the 
archdeaconry  of  the  east  riding  in  the  church  of  York, 

VBioj.  Brit.— Ath.  Ox;  rol.  I.— FaUcr's  Worthier. 
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vacant  by  tlia  resignation  of  Mannaduke  Blakestone,  whose 
daughter  be  bad  married  that  year.    July  1626^  Neil  pre- 
sented him  to  the  rich  rectory  of  Branspeth,  in  the  diocese 
of  Durham ;  the  parochial  church  of  which  he  beautified  in 
an  extraordinary  manner.     About  that  time,  having  fre- 
quent meetings  at  the  bishop  of  Durham^s  house  in  Lon- 
don,  with  Laud  and  other  divines  of  that  party,  he  began 
to  be  obnoxious  to  the  puritans,  who  suspected  him  to  be 
popisbiy  affected ;  grounding  their  suspicion  on  his  *'  Col- 
lection of  Private  Devotions,*'  published  in  1627.    This 
collection,  according  to  one  of  his  biographers,  was  drawn 
up  at  the  conimand  of  Charles  L  for  the  use  of  those  pro* 
tesianis   who  attended  upon  the  queen;  and,  by  way  of 
preserving  them  from  the  taint  of  certain  popish  b€K)ks  of 
devotion,  supposed  to  be  thrown,  on  purpose,  about  the 
royal  apartments.     Collier,  however,  says  that  it  was  writ- 
ten at  the  request  of  the  countess  of  Denbigh,  the  duke  of 
Buckingham's  sister.     This  lady  being  then  somewhat  un- 
settled in  her  religion,  and  inclining  towards  popery,  these 
devotions  were  drawn  up  to  recommend  the  Church  of 
England  farther  to  her  esteem,  and  preserve  her  in  that 
communion.     This  book,  though  furnished  with  a  great 
deal  of  good  matter,  was  not  altogether  acceptable  in  the 
contexture ;  although  the  title-page  sets  forth,  that  it  was 
formed  upon  the  model  of  a  book  of  private  Prayers,  au- 
thorized by  queen  Elizabeth,  in  1560.    The  top  of  the 
frontispiece  had  the  name  of  Jesus  in  three  capital  letters, 
I.  H.  S.     Upon  these  there  was  a  cross,  encircled  with  the 
sun  supported  by  two  angels,  with  two  devout  women 
praying  towards  it.     Burton,  Prynne,  and  other  celebrated 
puritans,  attacked  it  verv  severely ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
but  it  greatly  contributed  to  draw  upon  him  all  that  perse* 
cution  which  he  afterwards  underwent 

About  1628  he  took  the  degree  of  D.  D.  and  the  same 
year  was  concerned,  with  his  brethren  of  the  church  of 
l!)urham,  in  a  prosecution  against  Peter  Smart,  a  preben- 
dary there,  for  a  seditious  sermon  preached  in  that  cathe- 
dral, upon  Psalm  xxxi.  7.  ^<  I  hate  them  that  bold  of  su- 
perstitious vanities."  Smart  was  degraded,  and  dispos- 
sessed of  his  preferments ;  but,  as  we  shall  perceive>  after* 
wards  amply  revenged  of  Cosin  for  his  share  in  the  prose- 
cution. In  1634  Cosin  was  elected  master  of  Peterhouse 
in  Cambridge;  and  in  1640  made  dean  of  Peterborough, 
by  Charles^  h  whose  chaplain  he  then  was;  but  on  Nov.  10^ 
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three  days  i^ter  his  installation  into  that  deanry^  a  petition, 
from  Peter  Smart  against  him  was  read  in  the  house  of 
commons  ;  wherein  complaint  was  made  of  his  superstition^ 
innovations  in  the  church  of  Durham,  and  severe  prose- 
cution of  himself  in  the  high < commission-court.  This 
ended  in  his  being,  Jan.  22,  1642,  sequestered  by  a  VQte 
of  the  whole  house  from  his  ecclesiastical  benefices }  and 
he  h  remarkable  for  having  been  the  first  clergyman  in 
those  times  who  was  treated  in  that  manner.  March  13th 
ensuing,  the  commons  sent  tweuty-one  articles  of  impeach* 
ment  against  him  to  the  house  of  lords,  tending  to  prove 
him  pppishly  affected ;  and  about  the  same  time  he  was 
pui  under  restraint,  upon  a  surmise  that  he  had  enticed  a 
young  scholar  to  popery :  of  all  which  charges  he  fully 
cleared  himself,  and  was  indeed  acquitted;  but  in  those 
days  of  tyrannical  oppression,  this  availed  him  little,  nor 
was  any  recompense  made  him  for  his  ex!pepces.  In  1642, 
being  concerned  with  others  In  sending  the  plate  of  the 
univecsi^  of  Cambridge  to  the  king,  who  was  then  at  York, 
he  was  ejected  from  his  mastership  of  Peter-house ;  so  that, 
mhe  was  the  first  who  was  sequestered  from  his  ecclesias* 
tical  benefices,  he  was  also  the  first  that  was  displaced  in 
the  university*  Thus  deprived  of  all  his  preferments,  and 
not  without  fears  of  something  worse,  he  resolved  to  leave 
the .  kingdom,  and  retire  to  Paris ;  which  accordingly  he 
did  in  1643. 

Here,  by  the  king^s  order,  he  officiated  as  chaplain  to 
such  of  the  queen's  household  as  were  protestants;  and 
with  them,  and  other  exiles  daily  resorting  thither,  be 
formed^a  congregation,  which  was  held  first  in  a  private 
house,  and  afterwards  at  the  English  ambassador's  chapel. 
Not  long  after,  he  had  lodgings  assigned  him  in  the  Louvre, 
with  a  small  pension,  on  account  of  his  relation  to  queen 
Henrietta.  During  his  residence  in  this  place,  he  conti* 
nued  firm  in  the  protestant  religion ;  reclaimed  some  who 
had  gone  over  to  popery,  and  confirmed  others  who  were 
wavering  about  going ;  had  disputes  and  controversies  with 
Jesuits  and  Romish  priests,  and  about  the  same  time  em* 
ployed  himself  in  writing  several  learned  pieces  against 
thesm'  One  accident  befel  him  abroad,  which  be  often 
spoke  of  as  the  most  sensible  affliction  in  his  whole  life ; 
and  that  was,  his  only  .son's  turning  papist)  This  aonw^s 
educated  in  grammar  learning  in  a  Jesuit'^  achool,  as  were 
many  others. of  our  youths  dw^g  the  civil  war ;  and  oc« 

U  2  - 
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casion  ivfls  thence  taken  of  inreigling  faini  iato  pojiery. 
He  was  prevailed  upon,  not  only  to  embrace  popery,  but 
also  to  take  religious  orderi  in  the  church  of  Rome  :  and 
though  his  father  used  all  the  ways  ima|;inable,  and  even 
the  Siuthority  of  the  French  king,  which  by  interest  he  had 
procured,  to  regain  him  out  of  their  power,  and  from  their* 
persuasion,  yet  all  proved  ineffectual.  Upon  this  he  dis- 
inheritedthim,  allowing  him  only  aA  annuity  of  lOOf.  H(i 
pretended  indexed  to  turn  ptotestant  again,  but  relapsed 
before  his  father's  decease. 

At  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  Cosiri  returned  to  Eng-i 
land,  and  took  possession  of  all  his  preferments,  and  be- 
fore the  year  was  out',  was  raised  to  the  see  of  Durham. 
As  soon  as  he  could  get  down  to  his  diocese,  he  set  about 
reforming  abuses  there  during  the  late  anarchy ;  and  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  charity  and  public  spirit.  He 
laid  out  a  great  share  of  bis  large  revenues  in  repairing  or. 
rebuilding  the  several  edifices  belonging  to  the  bishopric 
of  Durham,  which  had  either  been  demolished,  or  neg- 
lected, during  the  civil  wars.  He  repaired  the  castle  at 
Bishop^s  Aukland,  the  chief  country-seat  of  the  bishops  6f 
Durham  ;  that  at  Durham,  which  he  greatly  enlarged ;' 
and'  the  bishop's  house  at  Darlington,  then  very  ruinous. 
He  also  enriched  his  new  chapel  at  Aukland,  and  that  at 
Durham,  with  several  pieces  of  gilt  plate,  books,  and 
other  costly  ornaments ;  the  charge  of  all  which  buildings, 
repairs,  and  ornaments,  amounted,  according  to  Dr.  Smith, 
to  near  16,000/.  but,  as  others  say,  to  no  less  than  26,000/.' 
He  likewise  built  and  endowed  two  hospitals ;  the  one  at 
Durham  for  eight  podr  people,  the  other  at  Aukland  for 
four.  The  annual  revenue  6f  the  former  was  70/.  that  of 
the  latter  30/.;  and  near  his  hospital  at  Durham,  he  re- 
bliilt  the  school-houses,  which  cost  about  300/.  He'  also 
built  a  library  near  the  castle  of  Durham,  the  charge 
whereof,  with  the  pictures  with  which  he  adorned  it, 
amounted  to  800/.  and  gave  books  thereto  to  the  value  of 
2000/.  as  also  an  annual  pension  of  20  marks  for  ever  to  a 
librarian.  But  bis  generosity  in  this  Way  was  not  confined 
within  the  precincts  of  his  diocese.  He  rebuilt  the  east 
end  of  the  chapel  at  Peter-house  in  Cambridge,  which 
Cost  320/.  and  gave  books  to  the  library,  of  that  colleger  to 
the  value  of  1 000/.  He  founded  eight  Scholarships  in  the' 
same  university  t  namely,:  five  in  Peter-house,  of  10/.  a' 
year  each;  and  three  in  Caius  college,  of  20  nobles  apiece 
per]  annum :  both  which,  together  with  a  provision  of  8/* 
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y^^ly>  to  tb4^  common  ch^s|;  of  those  i^\vo  callegies  respec* 
lively,  amounted  to  2500/.  Without  mentioning  tlie  v^hol^ 
of  bis  benefactions,  we  shall  only  notice  farther  th^t  hp 
gave,  in  ornaments  to  the  cathedral  at  Durimm,  45/.; 
Iipon  the  new  building  of, the  bishop's  court,  exchequefy 
and  chancery,  and  towards  erect^ing  two  sessions  houses  Iq 
Durham,  1000/.;  tow£^rds  the  redjemption  of  Christian  cap-*, 
lives  at  Algiers,  500/. ;  towards  the  relief  of  the  distressecji 
loyal  party  in  England,  BOO/. ;  for  repairing  the  banks  ii^ 
Ho.wdenshire^  100  marjcs;  towards  ri^pairing  St.  Paul's  car 
tbedral  in  Loi^dqn,  50/.  In  ^.  \yord,  t^^is  gepefous  bishop^ 
during  the  eleven  yea^rs  he  sa|:.in  th^  see  , of  Purh^m,  is 
said  jto  h9.ve  spep^  above  2000^.  yearly  in  pi9i4S  ^)d  charit9.r 
b^e  uses. 

IJe  died,  Jan.  IB,   1672,  of  ^.pe^tor^l  dropsy,  ^n  hi^ 
7^^yearj)  after  having  been  m^c^  afSicted  s^ith  the  ston^ 
for  some  time  before ;  and  }fi\9  bo4y  was'  conveyeid  from  his 
house  in  Westminster  to  bishop's  AuHland,  where  it  was 
buried  in  thj^  <chfi,pel  belonging  to  the  pala,ce,  under  d.  tomb 
^f  black  m^rble^  .^itl^  ^  plain  inscription  prepared  by  the 
bishopt  in  bi^  life-time^     Besides  th^  son  already  men- 
tioned, he  hfid  four  daughters.     By  his  will  h^  bequeathed 
considerable  suo^s,  of  money  to  charitable  purposes  :  to  b^ 
distributed  ^mong  the  poor  in  several   places,    a    suoi 
amounting  tjo  nes^r  4Q0/.;   to^i'ards  rebuilding   St.  Paul'^ 
cathedral,  when  it  should  be  raised  five  yards  from  the 
ground,  lOQ/.^to  the  cathedral  at  Norvyioh^  whereof  the 
one  half  to  be  bestowed  on  a  marble  t^blet^  with  an  in-i 
acriptipn  iq  v^^^v^Qxy  of  Dr.  John  .Overall,  soni^  tinie  bishop 
tjhei;e,  whose  chs^platin  he  had  been,  the  rest  for  providing 
%ome  useCijii  orjia^ents  for  the  altar,  40/.  >  towards  repair- 
ing the  south  a^d  north  side  of  Peter-house  chapel  in  Cam-n 
bqi^ge^  s.uitfihle  t^   the  easjt  apd  west  sides,  alri^ady  by 
^ifn  perfeqtied,  20Q/, ;  toyi^arci^  tb^  new  building  of  a  chapel 
^t  Epasvuui^l  collie  ^ip  Cambridge,  50/,;  to  the  children  .^f 
Mr*  John  ll^yYrard,   .l^te  grtjbjeud^ry   of  Liohfield,   as  ,^ 
^es)wi<^i^y  9f  his  gratitude  to  tljieir  deceased  fat^ei*,  who  in 
l|*f  y^Wgery^^rs  plac^  him  with  his  uncle- bishop. Qverr 
^U,  20/.  each ;  to  some  oihh  domestic  servants  IQO  m^rks^ 
to  soppe  sol,  ^4  ^  ^.he  re^t  h^lf  a  year's  wages,  over  and 
^9ve ..their  l$i(St  qUfar,ter's  pay. *   In  his  jjdll  also,  he  made. 
a  large  and  op^n  4.^claration  of  his  faitfif  and  was  particu* 
larly  ^xp;Ucit  ^nd  emphatical  in  vindicating  ^imself  from 
the  9nput^9n  of  popery  :  "  I  (io  prpfjes|s,"  say^  he,  "  with 
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holv  obsenrttiofii  ud  from  my  very  heart,  that  I  am  ndr, 
and  ever  have  been  from  my  voutb,  altogether  free  and 
averve  from  tbe  cormptions,  and  impertinent,  new-fangled, 
or  papistical  superstitions  and  doctrines,  long  since  intro- 
duced, contrary  to  tbe  holy  scripture,  and  the  rules  and 
customs  of  tbe  ancient  fathers.**  In  the  third  volume  of 
the  Clarendon  State  Papers,  lately  published,  we  find  a 
letter,  written,  in  1658,  to  tbe  lord  chancellor  Hyde,  by 
Dr.  Cosin,  which  afibrds  a  farther  proof  that,  notwithstand- 
ing bis  superstition  and  his  fondness  for  the  pomp  of  ex- 
ternal worship,  he  was  steadily  attached  to  tbe  protestant 
religion.  In  this  letter,  speaxing  ^of  tbe  queen  dowager 
Henrietta  and  lord  Jermyn^  he  says,  *^  They  bold  it  for  a 
mortal  sin  to  give  one  penny  towards  tbe  maintenance  of 
aucb  heretics  as  Dr.  Cosin  is.'*  Tbe  accusation  of  popery, 
however,  answered  tbe  purposes  of  his  persecutors,  and 
his  minute  attention  to  the  decorations  and  repairs  ot 
churches  and  cathedrals  afforded  some  ground  of  suspicion 
even  with  those  of  more  honest  and  candid  minds. 

Dr.  Cosin  wrote  a  great  number  of  books,  from  all  which 
he  has  sufficiently  confuted  the  calumny  of  his  being  a 
papist,  or  popishly  affected;  Besides  his  ^  Collection  of 
Private  Devotions,**  mentioned  *  above,  be  published  ^*  A 
Scholastical  History  of  the  Canon  of  tbe  Holy  Scripture;  or, 
the  certain  and  indubitable  books  thereof,  as  they  are  re- 
ceived in  the  Church  of  England,"  London,  1657,  4to, 
reprinted  in  1672.  This  history,  which  is  still  in  esteem, 
is  deduced  from  the  time  of  the  Jewish  church,  to  the  year 
1546,  that  is,  tbe  time  when  the  council  of  Trent  cor- 
rupted,'and  made  unwarrantable  additions  tb,  the  ancient 
Canon  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  was  written  by  the  au- 
thor during  bis  exile  at  Paris.  He  dedicated  i^  to  Dr.  M. 
Wren,  bishop  of  Ely,  then  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower.  Dr. 
P.  Gunning  had  the  care  of  the  edition. — Since  thebisliop*8 
decease  the  following  books  and  tracts  of  his  have  been 
published:  1.  ^*  A  Letter  to  Dr.  Collins,  concerning  tbe 
Sabbath,"  dated  from  Peterhouse,  Jan.  24,  1635,  printed 
in  the  "  Bibliptheca  Literaria,**  1723,  4to;  in  which  he 
proves,  that  the  keeping  of  our  Sunday  is  immutable,  as 
being  grounded  upon  divine  institution  and  apostolical  tra- 
dition, which  he  confirms  by  several  instances.^  2.  '^A 
Letter  from  our  author  to  Mr.  Cprdel,  dated  Paris,  Feb.  7, 
1650,**  printed  at  the  end  of  a  pamphlet  entitled  **  Tbe 
Judgment  of  the  Church  of  England^  in  the  case  of  Lay- 
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baptism^  and  of  Dissenters  baptism/'  a  second  edition  of 
which  was  published  in  1712,  8vo.  3.  ^*  Regni  AngUse 
Religio  Catholica,  prisca,  casta,  defoecata:  omnibus 
Christianis  monarchis,  principibus,  ordinibus,  ostensa, 
anno  MDCLII.*^  i.  e.  A  short  scheme  of  the  ancient  and 
pure  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Written  at  the  request  of  sir  Edward  Hyde,  afterwards  earl 
of  Clarendon,  and  printed  at  the  end  of  Smithes  Life  of 
bishop  Cosin.  4.  ^*  The  History  of  Popish  Transubstan- 
tiation,"  &c.  written  in  Latin  by  the  author  at  Paris,  for 
the  use  of  some  of  his  countrymen,  who  were  frequently 
attacked  upon  that  point  by  the  papists.  It  was  published 
by  Dr.  Durrell,  at  London,  1675,  8yo,  and  translated  into 
English  in  1676,  by  Luke  de  Beaulieu,  8vo.  There  is  a 
second  part  still  in  manuscript.  5.  ^^  The  differences  in  the 
chief  points  of  religion  between  the  Roman  Catholics  and 
us  of  the  Church  of  England ;  together  with  the  agree* 
ments  which  we,  for  our  parts,  profess,  and  are  ready  to 
embrace,  if  they,  for  theirs,  were  as  ready  to  accord  with 
us  in  the  same.  Written  to  the  countess  of  Peterborough,'* 
printed  at  the  end  of  bishop  Bull's  ^^  Corruptions  of  the 
Church  of  Rome."  6.  "  Notes  on  the  Book  of  Common- 
Prayer.'*  Published  by  Dr.  William  NichoUs,  at  the  end 
of  his  .Comment  on  the  Book  of  Common-Prayer,  Lond. 
1710,  fol.  7.  "  Account  of  a  Conference  in  Paris,  be- 
tween Cyril,  arclibishdp  of  Trapezond,  and  Dr.  John  Co- 
sin  ;**  printed  in  the  same  book.  8.  "  A  Letter  from  Dr. 
Cosin  to  bishop  Moreton  his  predecessor,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  his  studies  and  employment  when  an  exile 
abroad;**  and,  ^<  A  Memorial  of  his,  against  what  the  Ro- 
manists call  the  Great  General  CounciT  of  Lateran  under 
Innocent  IIL  in  1215,'*  both  published  by  Des  Maizeaux 
in  vol.  VL  of  "  The  Present  State  of  the  Republic  of  Let- 
ters,** 1730.  9.  "An  Apology  of  Dr.  John  Cosin,'*  in 
answer  to  FuIIer*s  misrepresentations  of  him  in  that  au- 
thor's Church  History,  printed  at  the  end  of  the  first  part 
of  Heylin*s  **  Examen  Historicum.**  The  following  pieces 
were  also  written  by  bishop  Cosin,  but  never  printed  : 
1.  "An  Answer  to  a  Popish  pamphlet  pretending  that 
St  Cyprian  was  a  Papist.**  2.  **  An  Answer  to  fotir  queries 
of  a  Roman  Catholic,  about  the  Protestant  Religion." 
3.  **  An  Answer  to  a  paper  delivered  by  9-  Popish  Bishop 
to  the  lord  Inchiquin.  *  4.  "  Anhales  Ecclesiastici,"  im- 
peifect.  5.  "  An  Answer  to  Father  Robinson's  Papers 
concerning  the  validity  of  the  Ordinations  of  the  Churph- 
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of  England.*'  6.  *'  Hiatoria  Concilioruiq/^  imperfect, 
7.  "  Against  the  forsakers  of  .the  Church  of  Englandi  and 
their  seducers  in  this  time  of  her  tryal."  8.  ^'  Chronolo* 
gia  Sacra,*'  imperfect.  9.  **  A  Treatise  concerning  the 
abuse  of  auricular  confession  in  the  Church  of  Rome/'— r 
Some  few  of  Dr.  Cosin's  letters  are  extant  among  jDr. 
Birch's  collections  in  the  British  Museum.' 

COSM  AS,  of  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  called  Inoopi-eustes 
or  Indicopleustes,  on  account  of  a  voyage  which  be  made 
to  the  Indies,  was  at  first  a  merchant,  afterwards  a  monk, 
and  author,  and  is  supposed  to  have  flourished  about  the 
year  547.  He  wrote  several  things,  particularly  the 
<*  Christian  Topography,  or  the  opinion  qf  Christians  cout 
cerning  the  World,  in  12  books ;  still  extant,  and  published 
by  Montfaucon  in  >707,  in  the  "  Nova  collectio  Patruro,'^ 
vol.  II.  Cosmas  performed  his  voyage  in  522,  and  pub- 
lished his  book  at  Alexandria  in  547  :  it  contains  some 
very  curious  information,  but  contrary  to  the  sentiments  of 
^11  astronomers,  he  denies  the  earth  to  be  spherical,  ancl 
endeavours  to  prove  his  opinion  from  reason,  scripture,  anc) 
Christian  writers,  who  lived  before  him.  As  his  testimony 
to  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures,  however,  is  very  con- 
siderable, Lardner  has  selected  many  passages  from  ^^  The 
Christian  Topography,"  in  his  ^'Credibility."* 

COSME  (John  de  St.),  whose  family  name  w|is  Ba- 
8EILLAC,  was  a  monk  of  the  order  of  the  Feuillaps,  in  Paris, 
and  born  in  1703.  He  was  educated  to  the  practice  of 
surgery ;  but  at  his  father's  death,  which  happened  when 
he  was  young,  he  retired  from  the  world,  and  became  a 
monk,  yet  went  on  improving  himself  in  the  ^r.t  to  whicht 
he  had  been  bred,  and  gave  his  assistance  to  all  who  ap« 
plied  without  any  reward.  He  had  bestowed  his  principal 
attention  on  lithotomy,  and  the  instrument  with  which  he 
performed  the  operatibn  he  called  lithoiame  cach^^  a  hollow 
tube,  in  which  was  concealed  a  knife,  with  which  be  cu| 
through  the  ptostate  gland,  into  the  bladder.  His  care 
was  to  make  the  wound  suflBciently  large,  to  enable  bin)  to 
extract  the  stone  easily,  and  without  bruising  the  parts. 

To  this,  it  is  probablei  his  successf,  which  was  fs^r  superior 

\   ■ 

1  Basire^s  Funeral  Sermon  and  Life,  1673,  12mo.r-Life  by  Smith  in  <<  Vitse 
Eruditissimorum  Virorum/'  4to.— -Jtiog.  Brit. — Barwick's  Life  j  see  Index. — Hutr 
pbinson'g  Hist,  of  Duf-ham. 

%  Lardner's  Works. — Cave,  toI.  I.— ^ibbon'f  ^Utory*rr-RobertsoQ'8  Pisqui- 
^itions  on  ancient  Indu^'-rSaxii  Onomasticon. 
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to  any  of  bis  rivals,  must  be  attributed.  The  fame  be  ac* 
quired  drew  upon  him  the  eovy  of  the  surgeons  of  Paris  sq 
far,  tl)at  they  applied  to  the  king  to  interdict  his  practising. 
Not  succeeding  in  this  attempt^  Mohs.  Le  Cat  published 
*^  Lettr^  au  sujet  du  Lithgtome  Cach6,  &c.  centre  F., 
Cosme  Dissert."  1749.  Cosme's  dissertation,  describipg 
the  operation,  had  been  pubhshed  the  preceding  year^  in 
the  **  Journal  des  Savaps."  This  produced  an  answjer 
from  De  Cpsqie,  under  th«  title  of  **  Repueil  des  pieces 
importantes  3iar  Toperation  da  la  Taille,"  P^rii^  1751;  ia 
which  t>e  ackuowledgfss  som^  failures,  and  that  he  Jaad  losi^ 
one  patient  by  haemorrhage;  but  challenges hi^  adversaries 
to  produce  lists  of  successful  cases  equal  to  his.  In  1779, 
he  publislied  "  Nouvelle  methode  d'extraire  la  Pierre," 
Paris,  12 mo.  After  having  for  some  trme  bee^  dir<ector  of 
the  hospital  of  Bayeux,  he  established  an  hospital  in  tl;ie 
Feuillaos,  where  he  practiced  gratis..  It  is  thought  that  in 
the  course  of  his  life  iie  had  performed  the  operation  for 
the  stone  above  a  thousand  times.  He  died  July  28^  1781, 
most  particularly  lamented  by  the  poor,  towards  whom  he 
was  -equally,  compassionate  and  charitable.  When  any, 
father  of  a  family  j)flPered  him  money,  he  used  to  say, 
^*  Keep  it;  ^  must  not  injure  your  childjj^n  :"  ajod  often, 
instead  of  accepting  a  feg  from  the  opulent,  be  would  re- 
icommend  sonie  poor  object  to  tie  relie^^d  by  them.* 

CO&SART  (Gabriei*),  a  learned  Jesuit,  was  bqrn  at 
Pontoise  in  1615,  and  after  being  educatjed  among  the 
Jesuits,  taught  rhetoric  at  Paris  with  much  reputation  for 
seven  yeajTs*  He  then  joined  with  father  Labbe,  who  had 
commenced  his  vast  collection  of  the  ^*  Councils ;"  and 
JLabbe  dying  when  the  eleventh  volume  was  printing,  Cos- 
^art  completed  the  whole  in  1672,  in  eighteen  volumes. 
Cossart  alsp  wrote  some  orations  and  poems,  a  collection 
pf  which  was  published  in  1675,  and  reprinted  at  Paris  in 
1723,  ]2mo.  lie  yiras  thought  one  of  the  best  orators  and 
poets  \yhich  the  society  of  Jesuits  bad  prodtK^ed.  He  died 
M  Paris,  Sept.  18,  1674.* 

COSTANZO  (Angelodi),  lord  of  Cautalupo,  was  born 
in  1507,  at  Naples.  Jn  his  youth  he  was  solicited  by  San- 
pazario  and  Ppderico  to  undertake  the  task  of  writing  the 
history  of  Naples,  "  Istoria  del  Regno  di  Napoli,"  &c. 
pu,blished  in  a  folio,  printed  a^  Aquila  in  153U     On  this 

*  Diet.  Hist.*-Rees's  Cyclopaedia,      '  «j[^Ior«ri.— JOict.  Hist 
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he  bestowed  53  years  of  persevering  investigation.  Tlii^ 
first  edition,  scarce  even  in  Italy,  reaches  from  the  year 
1250  to  1489  ;  that  is,  from  the  death  of  ^Frederic  11.  to  the 
war  of  Milan,  under  Ferdinand  I.  Costanzo  enlivened  bj 
the  culture  of  Latin  poetry  the  dryness  of  history,  and 
succeeded  both  in  one  and  the  other.  He  is  said  to  have 
improved  the  art  of  writing  sonnets  by  graces  of  his  own 
invention.  His  Italian  poetry  was  published  in  1709,  1723, 
1728,  &c.  He  died  about  1590,  at  a  very  advanced  age. 
A  second  edition  of  his  history  appeared  at  Venice,  I710» 
4to ;  and  a  third  also  in  4tOy  at  Naples,  1735,  with  m  life 
of  Constanzo  by  Bernardino  Tafuri.' 

COSTAR  (Peter),  a  bachelor  of  the  Sorbonne,  was 
born  1603  at  Paris,  son  of  a  batter.  He  had  neither  the 
taste,  learning,  nor  merit,  of  M.  de  Girac,  but  was  not 
ignorant,  as  that  writer  accuses  him  of  being,  in  his  dis« 
pute  upon  Voiture.  M,.  du  Rueil,  bishop  of  Bayonne,  and 
afterwards  of  Angers,  wished  to  have  Costar  always  about 
him  as  a  literary  msi!^,  and  gave  him  many,  benefices.  He 
was  eagerly  received  at  the  H6tel  de  Rambouillet,  and  in 
the  best  companies,  notwithstanding  his  affected  airs ;  for 
which  reason  it  was  said,  ^  He  was  the  most  beauish  pe- 
dant, and  most  pedantic  beau,  that  ever  was  known.*'  He 
died  May  13,  1660.  Besides  his  works  in  defence  of  Voi« 
ture,  against  M.  de  Gip-ac,  there  is  a  collection  of  his  Let- 
ters in  2  vols.  4to,  containing  much  literary  anecdote  and 
criticism,  the  latter  rather  in  a  frivolous  taste,  which  is 
likewise  visible  in  some  other  of  his  pieces.  * 

COSTARD  (George),  a  learned  clergyman  of  the 
church  of  England,  was  bom  at  Shrewsbury  about  the  year 
1710.  He  was  educated  at  Wadbam-coUege,  Oxford,  of 
which  he  was  admitted  a  member  in  1726,  if  not  earlier ; 
and  onj  the  28th  of  June  1733,  took  the  degree  of  master 
of  arts.  ,  He  also  became  a  tutor,  and  fellow  of  his  coUeee ; 
and,  indeed,  seems  to  have  spent  a  great  part  of  his  life 
there,  though  the  fellows  of  Wadham-coUege  hold  their 
fellowships  only  for  a  limited  number  of  years.  The  same 
year  in  which  he  took  the  degree  of  M.A.  he  published,  in 
8vo,  "  Critical  observations  on  some  Psalms.'*  The  first 
ecclesiastical  situation  in  which  be  was  placed,  was  that  of. 
curate  of  Islip  in  Oxfordshire.  He  afterwards  became  vicar 
of  Whitchurch,  in  Dorsetshire,  where  he  served  two  churches 

1  Moreri.— Diet.  Hist.— <;iement  fiib).  Cfirieuie.        *  Moreri.— Diet.  Hist. 
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for  some  years*  Part  of  a  letter  written  by  him  to  Mr.  John' 
Catlain,  containing  an  account  of  a  fiery  meteor  seen  by 
him  in  the  air,  on  the  14th  of  July  1745,  was  read  at  the 
Royal  Society  on  the  7th  of  November  in  that  year,  dnd 
published  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  No.  477.  The! 
following  year  he  published  at  London,  in  8vo,  "  A  Let* 
ler  to  Martin  Folkes,  esq.  president  of  the  Royal  Society, 
Goncerning-the  rise  and  progress  of  Astronomy  amongst  thef 
Ancients/'  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  Greeks 
derived  but  a  very  small  portion  of  their  astronomical  know- 
ledge from  the  Egyptians  or  Babylonians ;  and  that  though 
the  Egyptians  and  Babylonians  may  be  allowed,  by  their 
observations  of  the  heavens,  to  have  laid  the  foundation  of 
astiK>nomy ;  yet,  as  long  as  it  continued  amongst*  them,  it 
cousistl^d  of  observations  only,  and  nothing  more ;'  till  Geo* 
metry  being  improved  by  the  Greeks,  and  them  alone,  into 
ft  science,  and  applied  to  the  heavens,  they  became  the  true 
and  proper  authors  of  every  thing  deserving  the  name  of 
astronomy. 

'  In  1747,  Mr.  Costard  published,  in  8vo,  <^  Some  obser- 
vations tending  to  illustrate  the  book  of  Job ;  and  in  parti- 
cular the  words,  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  &c/* 
To  which  was  annexed,  **  The  third  chapter  of  Habakkuk, 
paraphrastically  translated  into  English  verse.*'  The  same 
year  a  curious  letter  written  by  him  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Shaw, 
principal  of  St.  Edmund  hall,  relative  to  the  Chinese  chro- 
nology and  astronomy,  was  read  at  the  Royal  Society,  and 
published  in  the  Philosophical  Transactibns,  No.  483.  In 
this  letter  he  took  notice,  that  it  had  been  the  affectation 
of  some  nations,  and  particularly  of  the  Babylonians  and 
Egyptians,  to  carry  up  their  histories  to  so  immoderate  a 
height,  as  plainly  to  shew  those  accounts  to  be  fictitious* 
This  also  was  the  case  with  the  Chinese ;  and  Mr.  Costard 
urged  a  variety  of  arguments  to  prove,  that  the  mathema- 
tical and  astronomical  knowledge  of  the  Chinese  was  in- 
considerable, and  that  little  depeudance  was  to  be  placed 
on  the  pretended  antiquity  of  their  history.  The  following' 
year  he  published,  at  Oxtord,  in  8vo,  "  A  farther  account 
of  the  rise  and  progress  of  Astronomy  among  the  Ancients, 
.  in  three  letters  to  Martin  Folkes,  esq."  Of  these,  the  first 
treats  of  the  astronomy  of  the  Chaldeans ;  the  second  is  an 
elaborate  inquiry  concerning  the  constellations  spoken  of 
in  the  book  of  Job  ;  a?ni  the  fourth  is  on  the  mythological 
aistronomy  of  the  ancients ;  and  in  all  be  has  displayed  a 
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considemble  extent  both  of  oriental  aad  of  Gt^dw  luei* 
rature. 

His  next  publication^  which  appeared  in  1750,  in  Svo^ 
was  *^  Two  dissertations :  I.  Containing  an  inquiry  into  the 
meaning  of  the  word  Kesitah,  pi^entioned  in  Job^  ch.  ^lii* 
ver.  1 1.'!  attempting  to  prove,  that  though  it  most  probably 
there  stands  for  the  name  of  a  coin,  yet  that  there  is  oq 
reason  for  supposing  it  stamped  with  any  figure  at  all  ^  ^d, 
therefore,  not  wit^  tba^  of  a  lamb  in  particular.  II.  ^^  On  the 
signification  of  the  wprd  Hermes;  in  which  is  explaine4 
the  origin  of  the  cifstpm,  among  the  Creeks,  qf  /erecting 
stones  called  Hj^rmjjB  ;  together  with  ^ome  ott^r  pav^pularfi 
relating  to  the  mythology  of  that  people."  J^t  the  coiiclu- 
sion,  Mr.  Costard  observes,  that  the  study  of  the  of^^ 
languages  seems  to  be  gaining  ground  in  £uj:ope  ey^Tif 
day ;  and  proVided  the  Greek  ;^nd  i^atin  are  pquf  IJly  ^ulti^r 
yated,  we  may  arrive  in  a  few  years  a^  a  greater  kuo^kdgfi 
of  the  ancient  world,  than  may ,  be  expected,  or  p^n  ^ 
imagined  ;  and  he  adds,  that  for  such  researches  few  plaqesj^ 
if  any^  in  Europe  are  so  well,  adapted- as  the  uutver^i^y  of 
Oxford.  .         »  • 

In  17529  be  publisbe/i,.  in  avo,  at  Oxford^  '^  Di^sf^ta-t 
tiones  11.  Critico-SacrsB^  quarum  prima  exp.licatur  f  ^ek* 
xiii.  18.  Altera  yerpk  2  Reg.  x.  22."  The  jjan^^  jrea^r  § 
translation  waspublisned  of  tJ^e  latter  of  these  dissfTtatipn^,^ 
under  the  following  title  :  '^  A  Dissertation  on  2  Kings  x. 
22,  tiianslated  from  thp  Latin  of  Iliibbi  C r-d  (i.e.  Cos- 
tard, with  a  dedication,  preface,  and  postscript,  .critical 
and  explanatory,  by  the  translator."  In  the  pr^e&^qe  and 
dedication  to  this  p^I;)licati9n],  the  satiric^  avithqr  has, 
placed  IMLr.  Costard  iii  a  very  li^idicrous  light.  Ou  th«  25tl^ 
of  January,  in  the  year  follo\ving,  a  l^tfer  written  by  Mr:^ 
Costg^rd  to  Dr.  Bevis,  concerping  the  year  of  th^  .ec^ps^ 
foretol^  by  Thales.,  was  read  at  the  Royal  Society,  an^  .wa?^ 
afterwards  puhli^ied  in  the  Philo^qphical  Tra^^tions,  ^ 
was  alijo  anqther  Jetter  written  by  b^m  to  t|p^  siaoie  gep,^le« 
man,  concerning  a^u  eclip^p  pie^itioned  by  ^enopJiQn.  ^t, 
the  close  of  the  same,  year,  another  letter  writt^en  i^  ftjlr. 
Costard^  and  addre,^sed  ^o  the  ^arl  of  Mfbccles^e^>  ^nr 
qerning  the  age  of  Hoiper  and  Hesiod,  was  Ijke^ti^i^^  ri§a4. . 
at  the  Royal  Society,  and  afterward  pi^bli^^ed  i|[i,tbe  jPhi-: 
lasophical  Transactions  for  the  year  175^,  in  whicjh  he  fixiea, 
the  ,ages  of  Homer  and  Hesiod  iin^ch  lo^er  thap  ^b^  prd^- 
nary  computations.  Hp  eudefiv^urs^tP  4^)^  M^^VPf  A^i  ^^^^ 
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astronomical  arguments,  that  Homer  and  H^siod  both  pro« 
bably  lived  about  the  year  before  Christ  580;  which  is  three 
centuries  later  than  the  computation  of  sit  Isaac  Newton,  , 
and  more  than  four  later  than  that  of  Petavtos.  In  1755, 
Be  wi-ote  a  letter  to  Dr.  Birch,  which  is  jir^feerved  in  the 
British  Museum,  respecting  the  meaning  of  the  phrase 
Sphaei'a  Barbarica.  Som^  tinie  after  this,  hef  unde^rtook  to 
publish  a  second  edition  of  Dr.  Hfyde^s  "  Historia  retigio- 
nis  vetterum  Persarum  ebrumque  Magorum ;"  and  which 
was  accordingly  printed,  under  his  inspection,  and  with  hi« 
corrections,  at  the  Clarendon  press  at  Oxford^  in  4to,  in 
1760.  Mr.  Costard*s  extensive  learning  having  now  re- 
eommended  him  to  the  notice  of  lord  Chancellor  Northiiig- 
ton,  he  obtained,  by  the  favour  of  that  nobleman,  in  June 
1764,  the  vicarage  df  Twickenham,  in  Middlesex,  in'  which 
situation  he  continued  till  his  death.  The  same  year  he 
published,  in  4to,  "  The  use  of  Astronomy  in  history  and 
chronology,  exemplified  in  an  inquiry  into  the  fall  of  the! 
stone  into  the  iEgospotamos,  said  to  be  Ibtetold  by  Anaxa- 
gora^  ;  in  which  is  attempted  to  be  shewn,  that  Anaxagoras 
did  not  foretell  the  fall  of  that  stone,  but  the  sdar  eclipse 
in  the  first  year  of  the  Peloponiiesian  war.  That  what  he 
saw  was  a  comet,*  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Salamis  :  and 
that  this  battle  was  probably  fought  the  year  before  Christ 
478 ;  or  two  years  later  than  it  is  commonly  fixed  by 
chronologers." 

In  1767,  he  published,  in  one  volume  4to,  "  The  History 
of  Astronomy,  with  its  application  to  geography,  histoiy, 
and  chronology;  occasionally  exemplified  by  the  globes," 
chiefly  intended  for  the  use  of  students,  and  containing  a 
distinct  view  of  the  several  irfiprovements  made  in  geo- 
graphy and  astronomy,  at  what  time,  and  by  whom,  the 
principal  discoveries  have  been  made  in  geogra.phy  and 
astironomy,  how  each  discovery  has  paved  die  way  to  what 
followed,  and  by  what  easy  steps,  through  the  revolution  of 
so  many  ages,^  these  very  useful  sciences  have  advanced  to- 
wards their  present  state  of  perfection.  The  following 
year  he  published,  in  4to,  ^^  Astronomical  and  philological 
conjectures  on  a  passage  in  Homer :"  but  these  conjectures 
appear  to  be  fanciful  and  iir grounded.  About  this  time  a 
correspondence  took  place  between  the  learned  Jacob. Bry- 
ant, esq.  and  Mr.  Costard,  concerning  the  land  of  Goshen, 
which  was  afterwards  published  by  Mr.  Nichols,  in  h^s 
'*  Miscellaneous  Tracts  by  Mr.  Bowyer."     We  do  not  find 
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that  from  this  period  our  author  printeV)  any  work  for  tome 
yean;  but  in  1778|  he  pubUshedi  iu  SvO|  '*  A  Letter  to 
Nathaniel  Brassey  Halbed,  esq.  containing  some  remarks 
on  his  Preface  to  the  code  of  Gentoo  laws/'    This  appears 
to  have  been  the  last  of  bis  publications;  and  its  object 
vraS)  to  invalidate  Mr.  Halbed's  opinion  concerning  the  great 
antiquity  of  the  Gentoo  laws,  and  to  refute  the  notioa 
which  had  been  adopted  by  several  writers,  drawn  from  the 
observation  of  natural  phenomena,  that  the  world  is  far 
more  ancient  than  it  is  represented  to  be  by  the  Hebrew 
chronology.      Mr.  Costard  died  on  the  lOtb  of  January 
1782,  and  was  buried  on  the  South  side  of  Twickenham 
church-yard,  but  without  any  monument  or  inscription, 
agreeably  to  his  own  desire  *.     He  was  a  man  of  uncom- 
mon learning,  and  eminently  skilled  in:  Grecian  and  orien* 
tal  literature ;  but  upon  the  whole  dealt  too  much  in  con- 
jectures, and  appears  to  have  been  possessed  of  more  eru- 
dition than  judgment     His  private  character  was  amiable, 
and  he  was  much  respected  in  the  neighbourhood  in  which 
he  lived  for  his  humanity  and  benevolence.     From  some 
passages  in  his  writings,  he  appears  to  have  been  stroflj^ 
attached  to  the  interests  of  public  freedom.      He  had  a 
greatveneration  for  the  ancient  Greeks ;  of  whom  he  says, 
that  **  *Tis  to  the  happy  genius  of  that  once  glorious  people, 
and  that  people  alone,  that  we  owe  all  that  can    pro- 
perly be  styled  astronomy.*'     And  in  another  place,  he 
says  of  the  Greeks,  that  "  their  public  spirit  and  love  of 
liberty  claim  both  our  admiration  and  imitation.     How  far 
the  sciences  suffer  where  oppression,  superstition^  and  ar- 
bitrary power  prevail,  that  once  glorious  nation  afibrds  at 
this  day  too  melancholy  a  proof."     Mr.  Costard's  library,, 
oriental  manuscripts,  and  philosophical  instruments,  were 
sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  Samuel  Paterson,  in  March,  1782.  ^ 
COSTS  (HiLLARio  D£),  a  Minime  friar,  eminent  for  his 
writings  and  his  piety,  was  born  September  6,   1595,  at 
Paris,  of  a  noble  family,  originally  of  Dauphiny.   He  died  at 


*  So  says  the  author  of  4.  life  of  Mr. 
Costardi  which  accompanies  his  por- 
trait in  the  Geot.  Jtfag.  vol.  LXXV. 
But  accordiD|f  to  ao  account  very  feel- 
ingly given  in  the  Month.  Rev.  vol. 
LXX>^.  p.  419,  it  appears  that  he 
died  so  poor  as  to  be  '*  indebted,  eveu 
for  the  last  sad  duties  that  man  owes 


to  man,  not  to  the  gratitude  of  a  nation 
whose  literary  character  he  had  contri- 
buted to  exalt,  but  to  the  private  cba* 
rity  of  a  few  humble  individuals ;  who* 
while  they  wept  over  the  ashes  of  their 
pastor,  knew  not  the  variety  of  bis  ta« 
lents,  or  the  extent  of  bis  acquire- 
ments." 


*  Biog  Brit. — ^Nichols's  Bowyer.— Ironside's  Twickenham,  and  Gent  Mag« 
UCXV.  with  a  characteristic  portrait.— In  the  Phil.  Traos*  are  aoae  papers  ««(' 
enuaertted  above. 
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Paris  August ^1,  1661,  aged  66,  leaving  several  works, 
full  of  carious  and  interesting  particulars,  but  written  with* 
out  any  regard  to  the  rules  of  criticism.  The  principal 
are :  1.  ^^  Hist.  Catholique,  ou  sont  ecrites  toutes  les  vies,  faits, 
&c.  des  homnies  et  dames  illustres,  du  16enieet  ITeme 
siecle,"  1625,  foL  2.  ^^  La  Vie  de  Jeanne  de  France,  fonda<> 
trice  des  Annonciades.''  3.  *^  Les  eloges  et  les  vies  des  reines, 
des  princesses,  et  dames  illustres,"  1647,  2  vol.  4to.  4. 
'^  Les  eloges  de  nos  rois  et  des  enfans  de  France  qui  out 
et6  Dauphins,"  1643,  4to.  5.  <^  Vie  du  pere  Marin  Mer- 
sene,"  1649,  3vo.  6.  "  Le  portrait  en  petit  de  St.  Fran- 
cois de  Paul,"  1655,  4to.  7.  ^  Le  parfait  Ecclesiastique, 
ou  la  vie  de  Francois  le  Picart,  docteur  de  Paris,  avec  les' 
eloges  de  40  autres  docteurs  de  la  Faculty,"  1658,  8vo. 
This  last  work  is  the  most  sought  after,  and  the  most 
curious. ' 

COSTE  (P£T£r),  was  a  native  of  Uzez,  who  fied  to 
England  on  account  of  religion  in  the  time  of  qu^en  Anne, 
and  after  residing  many  years  in  London,  where  he  was 
employed  in  literary  pursuits,  returned  to  Paris  some  time 
before  his  death,  which  happened  in  1746.  His  principal 
works  were  :  1.  Translations  into  French  of  Locke's  Essay 
on  human  understanding,  Amsterdam,  1736,  4to,  and  Tre« 
voux,  4  vols.  12mo;  of  Newton's  Optics,  4to,  and  of  the 
Reasonableness  of  Christianity,  bj  Locke,  2  vols.  8vo.  2.  An 
edition  of  Montaigne's  Essays,  3  vols.  4to,  and  10  vols. 
12mo,  with  remarks  and  annotations.  3.  An  edition  of 
Fontaine's  Fables^  12mo,  with  cursory  notes  at  the  bottom 
of  the  pages.  He  ventured  to  add  a  fable  of  his  own,  which 
served  to  prove  that  it  was  far  more  easy  to  comment  on 
Fontaine  than  to  imitate  him.  4.  The  defence  of  la  Bruy- 
ere,  against  the  Carthusian  d'Argonne,  who  assumed  the 
name  of  Vigneul  Marville :  which  is  prefixed  to  Ozell's 
English  translation  of  Bruyere's  works,  1713,  2  vols.  8vo, 
5.  The  life  of  the  Grand  CondS,  4to  and  12mo,  Coste, 
as  an  editor,  was  often  tediously  minute,  and,  as  an  original 
author,  not  above  mediocrity ;  but  he  bestowed  great  at- 
tention on  whatever  he  did.  He  ivas  an  excellent  cor- 
rector of  th^  press,  thoroughly  versed  in  his  own  language^ 
well  acquainted  with  the  foreign  tongues,  and  had  a  ge- 
neral knowledge  of  the  sciences.  In  this  country  b^  must 
have  been  highly  respected,  as,  although  he  died  in  nance, 

1  Moreri.^Ntoma»  vol,  XVH. 
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a  nronumcnt  was  erected  to  his  memory  in  the  old  chnrcB 
of  Paddlngton,  in  which  parish  he  probably  resided.     This 
monument  is  now  in  a  light  vault  undef  the  present  church*- 
COSTER  (Lawrence),  or  Laurensz  Jansz  Koster,  an 
inhabitant  of  Haeriem,  who  died  about  1440,  has  acquired 
a  name  in  the  annals  of  printing,  as  the  Dutch  affirm  him 
to  be  the  inventor  of  that  art  about  the  year  1430,  but  this 
claim  has  been  obstinately  disputed.  It  is  objected  that  it  was 
not  till  130  years  after  the  first  exercise  of  this  art  at  Mentz^ 
that  the  town  of  Haeriem  Formed  any  pretence  to  the  honour 
of  this  invention  ;  and  that,  to  the  known  and  certain  facts, 
to  the  striking  and  incontestable  proofs  of  its  belonging  to 
Mentz,  the  nren  of  Haeriem  oppose  nothing  but  obscure 
traditions  and  conjectures,  and  not  one  typographical  pro- 
duction that  can  in  any  way  shew  the  merit  of  it  to  belong 
to  Coster.     All  that  such  objectors  allow  to  Haeriem,  is  the 
circumstance  of  being  one  of  the  first  towns  that  practised 
the  art  of  cutting  in  wood,  which  led  by  degrees  to  the 
idea  of  printing  a  book,  first  in  wooden  blocks  engraved, 
then  in  moveaole  characters  of  wood,  and  lastly  in  fusile 
types.     But  it  still  remains  to  be  proved,  that  this  idea  was 
conceived  and  executed  at  Haeriem ;  whereas  it  is  demon- 
strated that  Gutemberg  printed,  first  at  Strasburg,  and  after- 
wards at  Mentz,  in  moveable  characters  of  wood,  and  that 
the  fusile  types   were  invented  at  Mentz  by  Schceffert, 
The  learned  Meerman,  counsellor  and  pensionary  of  Rot- 
terdam, zealous  for  the  honour  of  his  country,  supported 
the  cause  of  Haeriem  with  all  the  sagacity  and  all  the  eru- 
dition that  could  be  exerted,  in  a  work  entitled  "  On* 
ginesTypographicsE,"  printed  at  the  Hague  in  lt65,  2  vols. 
4to,  and  of  which  an  abridgment  may  be  seen  in  Bowyef 
and  Nicholses  ^'  Origin  of  Printing."     The  question  is  too 
complicated  for  discussion  in  this  plac^  :  we  shaH  therefore 
only  add  the  tradition  respecting  Coster's  invehtiOn.     It  is 
said  that  walking  in  a  wood  near  Haerlenr,  he  jtmused  him- 
self by  cutting  letters  upon  the  bark  of  a  tree,  which  he 
impressed  upon  paper.     Improving  this  incident,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  cut  single  letters  Uporl  wood,  and  uniting  them 
by  means  of  thread,  he  printed  a  line  or  two  for  his  chil- 
dren.    It  is  added,  that  he  afterwards  printed  a  book,  eii-  . 
titled,"  "  Speculum  salvationis."     Baron   Heinecken,  who 

*  Diet.  Hist.— Lysons*8  Environs,  vo!.  III.— See  some  particulars  of  him  in  the 
notes  to  the  life  of  Locke^  iaikeBiog^^MU. 
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has  minutely  inviestigated  the  whole  story,  considers  it  ai 
not  entitled  to  the  least  credit ;  and  pronounces  the  prints^ 
attributed  to  Coster,  to  be  the  wori:s  of  a  later  date. ' 

COSTES.     See  CALPRENEDE. 

COTELERIUS  (John  Ba1>tist),  B.D.  of  Sorbonn^, 
and  king^s  Greek  professor,  was  born  at  Nismes,  in  Lan* 
guedoc,  in  1627.  He  made  an  extraordinary  proficiency 
in  the  languages  under  his  father,  when  very  young :  for 
being,  at  twelve  years  only,  brought  into  the  hall  of  the 
general  assembly  of  the  French  clergy  held  at  Mante  in 
1641,  he  construed  the  New  Testament  in  Greek,  and  the 
Old  in  Hebrew,  at  the  first  opening  of  the  book.  He,  un- 
folded, at  the  same  time,  several  difficulties  proposed  ia 
regard  to  the  peculiar  construction  of  the  Hebrew  lan« 
guage  ;  and  explained  also  the  text  from  the  customs  prac* 
fised  among  the  Jews.  After  this,  he  demonstrated  cer- 
tain mathematical  propositions,  in  explaining  Euclid's  de- 
finitions. This  made  him  looked  upon  as  a  prodigy  of  ge- 
nius ;  and  his  reputation  rose  as  he  advanced  in  life.  Ia 
1643  he  took  the  degree  of  M.  A. ;  B.  D.  in  1647  ;  and  wi^s 
elected  a  fellow  of  the  Sorbonne  in  1 649.  In  1651  he  lost 
his  father,  who  died  at  Paris,  whither  he  had  come  to  reside 
with  bis  children  in  1638 ;  and  he  lamented  him  much,  as 
a  parent  who  had  taken  the  greatest  pains  in  his  education. 
This  appears  from  a  letter  of  Cotelerius  to  his  father,  in 
which  he  says,  ^'  I  must  necessarily  be  obedient  in  every 
respect  to  you,  to  whom,  besides  innumerable  benefits  and 
favours,  I  owe  not  only  my  life,  but  also  the  means  of 
living  well  and  happily,  those  seeds  of  virtue  and  learning 
which  you  have  been  careful  to  plant  in  me  from  my  in- 
fancy. Now,  if  Alexander  of  Macedon  could  own  himself 
so  much  indebted  to  bis  father  Philip  for  begetting  him, 
and  so  much  more  to  Aristotle  for  forming  and  educating 
him,  what  ought  not  I  to  acknowledge  myself  indebted 
to  you,  who  have  been  both  a  Philip  and  an  Aristotle 
to  me  ?** 

In  1654,  when  the  archbishop  of  Embrun  retired  into 
his  diocese,  he  took  Cotelerius  along  with  bin)',  as  one  who 
would  be  an  agreeable  companion  in  hi^  solitude,  and  with 
him  he  remained  four  years;  but  afterwards,  when  he  re- 
turned^ to  Paris,  complained  heavily  of  the  vjrant  of  books 

'  Boivyer  and  Nicl^ols's  Origin  of  Printing. -^History  of  Printing  in  the  Eney- 
clopflBdia  BrttanniCB. — ^Strati's  fingravers.— FreiMri  fhestmin* — ^Foppea,  fiibl. 
Belg. — Saxii  Onomast. 
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and  conversation  with  learned  men  in  that  retreat.  He  de^ 
clined  going  into  orders,  and  spent  his  time  wholly  in  ec- 
clesiastical antiquity.  The  Greek  fathers  were  his  chief 
study^  whose  works  he  read,  both  in  print  and  manuscript, 
•with  great  exactness ;  made  notes  upon  them,  and  trans- 
lated some  of  them  into  Latin.  In  1660  he  published 
"  Four  homilies  of  St.  Chrysostom  upon  the  Psalms,'*  and 
his  '*  Commentary  upon  Daniel,**  with  a  Latin  translation 
and  notes.  He  then  commenced  his  **  Collection  of  those 
Fathers  who  lived  in  the  apostolic  age  ;**  which  he  published 
in  two  vols,  folio,  at  Paris,  1672,  reviewed  and  corrected 
from  several  manuscripts,  with  a  Latin  translation  and  notes. 
'The  editor's  notes,  which  are  learned  and  curious,  explain 
the  difficulties  in  the  Greek  terms,  clear  up  several  histo- 
rical passages,  and  set  matters  of  .doctrine  and  discipline  in 
a  pei*spicuous  light.  He  would  have  published  this  work 
some  years  sooner,  but  was  interrupted  by  being  ap- 
pointed, with  Du  Cange,  to  review  the  MSS.  in  the  king*s 
library.  This  task  he  entered  upon  by  Colbert's  order  in 
1667,  and  it  occupied  bis  time  for  five  years. 

In  1676  he  was  made  Greek  professor  in  the  royal  aca- 
demy at  Paris,  which  post  he  maintained  during  his  life 
with  the  highest  reputation.  He  had  the  year  before  pro- 
duced the  first  volume  of  a  work  entitled  **  Monnmenta 
Ecclesise  Graecae,'*  a  collection  of  Greek  tracts  out  of  the 
king's  and  Colbert's  libraries,  never  published  before.  He 
added  a  Latin  translation  and  notes ;  which,  though  not  so 
large  as  those  upon  the  **  Patres  Apostolici,*'  are.  said  to  be 
very  curious.  The  first  volume  was  printed  in  1675,  the 
second  in  1681,  and  the  third  in  1686  ;  and  he  intended  to 
have  added  others,  if  he  had  lived.  His  age  was  not  great, 
but  his  constitution  was  broken  with  intense  study  :  for  he 
took  vast  pains  in  his  learned  performances,  writing  all  the 
Greek  text  and  the  version  on  the  side  with  his  own  hand, 
and  using  the  greatest  care  and  exactness  in  all  his  quota- 
tions. Aug.  3,  1686,  he  was  seized  with  an  inflammatory 
disorder  in  his  breast,  which  required  him  to  be  let  blood  : 
but  he  had  such  a  dislike  to  this*  operation,  that,  sooner 
than  undergo  it,  he  dissembled  his  illness.  At  last,  how- 
ever, he  consented  ;  but  it  was  too  late ;  for  he  died  the 
10th  of  the  same  month,  when  he  was  not  60  years  of  age, 
leaving  nine  folio  volumes  of  MSS.  now  in  the  Imperial 
library,  consisting  of  extracts  from  the  fathers^  &c.  with 
notes. 


C  O  T  E  L  E  R;I  U  S.  807 

.  Bttides  his  great  skill  in  the  laogoi^e9|  rod  in  eccle^ifts* 
tical  antiquity^  he  was  remarkable  for  hia,  probitiy  anc)  can* 
dour.  He  ivas  modqst  and  unpretending,  without  the  least 
tincture  of  stiffness  and  pride.  He  lived  particularly  re- 
tired, made  and  received  few  .visits ;  and  thus,  having  but 
little  acquaintance,  he  appeared  sQinewhat  melancholy  ajid 
reserved,  but  was  in  reality  of  a  frank,  conversable,  and 
friendly  temper.  * 

COTES  (Francis),  an  English  artist,  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Royal  Academy,  he  and  three  others  (Mpt 
ser,  Wesl^  and  Chambers)  being  the  only  person^  who 
signed  the  petition  presented  to  his  IVIajesty,  tQ  solicit  that 
establishment  He  was  the  son  of  an  apothecary,  who,  re* 
sided  in  Cork^-street,  Buriington-gardens,  and  was  boi?n  in 
i726^  He  was  the  pupil  of  Knaptoo,  but  in  the  sequel 
mueh  escelled  his  master.  He  was  particularly  eminent 
for  his  portraits  in  crayons,  in  which  brs^ncb  of  the  art  he 
surpassed  aU  his  predecessors ;  though  it  must  he  confessed 
that  he  owed  something  of  bis  excellence  to  the  study  of 
the  portraits  of  Rosalba.  He  also  painted  with  considerable 
ability  in  oil  colours ;  and  at  one  tiqae  Hogarth  declared 
him  to  be  superior  to  sir  Joshua  Reynolds;  an  opinion^ 
however,  which  must  have  arisen  from  some  prejudice,  for 
sir  Joshua  had  then  produced  some,  of  his  best  portraits 
But  though  those  of  Cotes  deserve  not  this  high  character, 
they  were  very  pleasing,'  well  (inishedf,  coloured  with  great 
spirit;  and,  by  the  aid  of  Mr.  Toms's  draperies  (who  gene^ 
rally  supplied  him  with  these),  were  justly  ranked  with  th^ 
best  portraits  of  the  time.  Yet  his  greatest  excellence  waa 
in  crayons,  which  were  much  improved  under  his  hands, 
both  in  their  preparation  and  application.  Lord  Orford 
says,  that  his  pictures  of  the  queen  holding  the  princess 
royal,  then  an  infant,  In  her  lap  ^  of  his  own  wife ;  of  Polly 
Jones,  a  woman  of  pleasure ;  of  Mr«  Obryen,  the  ccMEoe* 
dian;  of  Mrs.  Child,  of  Osterley-park ;  and  of  Miss.WiU 
ton,  afterwards  lady  Chambers;  are  porimits  which, , if 
they  yield  to  Rosalba's  in  softness,  excel  hers  in  vivacity 
and  invention. 

.  Mr.  Cotes  was,  very  early  in  life,  afflicted  .with*  the 
stone;  and  before  be  attained  the  age  of  forty-five,  fell  a 
victim  to  that  disease.  He  died  at  his  house  in  Cavendish* 
square,  July  20,  1770,  and  was  buried  at  Richmond^  Stire 

>  Moreri — litict,  Hist.-^Life  by  'Bahtze,  prefixed  to  the  editiop  of  the  Patres 
Apostolici,  17^4'.'— Saiii  Onomasticon. 
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rey.  Hif  younger  brotbefi  Samuel  Cotes,  painted  minia- 
tures^ both  in  enamel  and  water-colours,  and  was^in  great 
practice  during  the  life  of  the  elder,  .but  quitted  the  art 
some  years  ago. ' 

COTES  (Roger),  a  celebrated  matbematician,  philo- 
sopher, and  astronomer,  was  born  July  10,  16S2,  at  Bur- 
bach  in  Leicestershire,  where  his  father  Robert  was  rec- 
tor. He  was  first  placed  at  Leicester  school ;  where,  at 
only  twelve  years  of  age,  he  discovered  a  strong  inclina- 
tion to  the  mathematics.  This  being  observed  by  his 
uncle,  the  rev.  Mr.  John  Smith,  he  gave  him  aH  imagin- 
able encouragement ;  and  prevailed  with  his  father  to  send 
him  for  some  time  to  his  house  in  Lincolnshire,  that  he 
might  aesist  him  in  those  studies.  Here  he  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  that  deep  and  extensive  knowledge^  for  which  he 
was  afterwards  so  deservedly  fiimous.  He  removed  from 
thence  to  London,  and  was  sent  to  Sjt.  PauPs  school ;  where 
also  he  made  a  great  progress  in  classical  learning ;  yet 
found  so  much  leisure  as  to  keep  a  constant  correspondence 
with  his  uncle,  not  only  in  madiematics,  but  also  in  meta- 
physics, philosophy,  and  divinity..  This  fact  is  said  to 
have  been  often  mentioned  by  professor  Saunderson.  His 
next  remove  was  to  Cambridge;  wiiere,  April  6,  1699,  he 
was  admitted  of  Trinity  college ;  and  at  Michaelmas  1705, 
after  taking  his  first  degree  ifi  arts,  chosen  fellow  of  it« 
He  was  at  the  same  time  tutor  to  Anthony  earl  of  Harold, 
and  the  lord  Henry  de  Grey,  sons  of  the  then  marquis 
(afterwards  duke  of)  Kent,  to  which  noble  fiunily  Mr.  Cotes 
was  related. 

January  1706,  he  was  appointed  professor  of  astronomy 
and  experimental  philosophy,  upon  the  foundation  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Plume,  archdeacon  of  Rochester ;  being  the  first 
that  enjoyed  that  office,  to  which  he  was  unaiiimously 
chosen,  on  accpunl^  of  his  high  reputation  and  merits.  He 
took  the  degree  of  M.  A.  in  1706  ;  and  went  into  orders  in 
1713.  The  same  year,  at  the  desire  of  Dr.  Bentley,  he 
published  at  Cambridge  the  second  edition  of  sir  Isaac 
Newton's  '^  Mathematica  Principia,  &c.''  and  inserted  all 
the  improvements  which  the  author  had  made  to  that  time. 
To  tills  eidition  he  prefixed  a  most  admirable  preface,  in 
which  be  expressed  the  true  method  of  philosophising, 
shewed  the  foundation  on  which  the  Newtonian  philosophy 

>  Walpoto'8  Anecd«i«i>  and  Edwardi 'i  Supplement. 
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was  built,  and  refuted  the  objections  of  the  Cartesians  and 
all  other  philosophers  against  it.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to 
transcril)e  a  paragraph  from  this  preface,  in.  which  the  edi* 
tor  has  given  an  answer  to  those  who  supposed  that  gravity 
or  attraction,  in  sir  Isaac  Newton's  system,  was  in  no  wise 
a.  clearer  principle,  and  more  adapted  to  explain  the  phse- 
nomena  of  nature,  than  the  occult  qualities  of  the  peripa*^ 
tetics  ;  because. there  are  still  philosophers  who  persist  in 
the  same  supposition.  Gravity,  say  Uie  objectors,  is  an 
occult  cause ;  and  occult  causes  have  nothing  to  do  with 
true  philosophy.'  To  this  Mr.  Cotes  replies,  that  '<  occult 
causes  are,  not  those  whose  existence  is  most  clearly  de- 
monstrated by  observation  and  experiment,  but  those  only 
whose  existence  is  occult,  fictitious,  and  supported  by  no 
proofs,  Gravity  therefore  can  never  be  called  an  occult 
cause  of  the  planetary  motions  ;  since  it  has  been  demon- 
strated from  the  phenomena,  that  this  quality  really  exists. 
Those  rather  have  recourse  to  occult  causes,  who  make 
vortices  to  govern  the  heavenly  motions ;  vortices^  com- 
posed of  a  matter  entirely  fictitious,  and  unknown  to  the 
senses.  But  shall  gravity,  therefore,  be  called  an  occult 
cause,  and  qp  that  account  be  banished  from  philosophy^ 
because  the  cause  of  gravity  is  occult,  and  as  yet  undis- 
covered? Let  those,  who  affirm  this,  beware  of  laying 
down  a  principle,  which  will  serve  to  undermine  the  foun- 
dation of  every  system  of  philosophy  that  can  be  establish- 
ed. For  causes  always  proceed,  by  an  uninterrupted  con- 
nexion, from  those  that  are  compound,  to  those  that  are 
more  pimple ;  and  when  you  shall  have  arrived  at  the  most 
simple,  it  will  be  impossible  to  proceed  farther.  Of  the 
most  simple  cause  therefore  no  mechanical  solution  can  be 
*  given ;  for  if  there  could,  it  would  not  be  the  most  simple. 
Will  you  then  call  these  most  simple  causes  occult,  and 
banish  them  from  philosophy  ?  You  may  so  ;  but  you  must 
banish  at  the  same  time  the  causes  that  are  next  to  them, 
and  those  again  that  depend  upon  the  causes  next  to  them, 
till  philosophy  at  length  will  be  so  thoroughly  purged  of 
causes,  that  there  will  not  be  one  left  whereon  to  build  it.'* 
The  publication  of  this  edition  of  Newton's  Principia 
added  greatly  to  his  reputation  ;  nor  was  the  high  opinion 
the  public  now  conceived  of  him  in  the  least  diminished, 
but  rather  much  increased,  by  several  productions  of  his 
own,  which  afterwards  appeared..  He  gav«  a  description 
of  the  great  fiery  meteor,  that  was  seen  March  6,  1716, 
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ivhich  was  publnbed  in  the  Phil.  Trans,  a  little  after  his 
death.  He  left  behind  him  also  some  admirable  and  judU 
cious  tracts,  part  of  which,  after  his  decease,  were  pub«* 
lifihed  by  Dr.  Robert  Smith,  his  cousin  and  successor  in.  his 
professor^p,  afterwards  master  of  Trinity  college.  His 
**  Harmonia  Mensararnm,"  &c.  was  published  at  Cam- 
bridge, 1722,  4to,  and  dedicated  to  Dr.  Mead  by  the 
learned  editor ;  who,  in  an  elegant  and  affectionate  pre-^ 
face,  gives  us  a  copious  account  of  the  performance  itself, 
die  pieces  annexed  to  it,  and  of  snch  odier  of  the  author's 
works  tui  were  unpublished.  He  tells  us  how  much  this 
work  was  admired  by  professor  Saunderson,  and  how  dear 
the  author  of  it  was  to  Dr.  Bentley.  The  first  treatise  of 
the  miscellaneous  works  annexed  to  the  *^  Harmonia  Men^ 
surarum^^  is  ^'Concerning  the  estiKoation  of  errors  in  mixed 
mathematics.^'  The  second,  *^  Concerning  the  differential 
method  ;^'  which  he  handles  in  a  manner  somewhat  diffe-^ 
rent  from  sir  Isaac  Newton's  treatise  upon  that  subject, 
haying  written  it  before  he  had  seen  that  treatise.  The 
name  of  the  third  piece  is  "  Canonotechnia,  or  concerning 
the  construction  of  tables  by  differences."  The  book  con- 
cludes with  three  small  tracts,  <'  Coneerning  the  descent 
of  bodies,  the  motion  of  pendulums  in  the  cycloid,  and  the 
moti<Hi  of  projectiles  ;''  which  tracts,  the  editor  informs  us, 
were  all  composed  by  him  when  very  young.  He  wrote 
also  ^.A  compendium  of  arithmetic,  of  the  resolutions  of 
equations,  of  dioptrics,  and  of  the  nature  of  curves.''  Be-^ 
sides  these  pieces,  he  drew  up  a  course  of  *^  Hydrostatical 
and  Pneumatical  Lectures"  in  English,  which  wrere  pub- 
lished by  Dr.  Smith  in  1737^  and  again  in  1747,  Svo. 

This*  uncommon  genius  in  mathematics  died,  to  the  re- 
gret of  the  university,  and  all  lovers  of  that  science,  June 
5,  1 7 1*6,  in  the  very  prime  of  his  life ;  for  he  was  advanced 
no  farther  than  to  his  33d  year.  He  was  buried  in  the 
chapel  of  Trinity  college ;  and  an  inscription  fixed  over 
him,  from  which  we  learn  that  he  had  a  very  beautiful 
person*  The  inscription  was  written  by  Dr.  Bentley,  and 
is  very  elegant ;  but  the  most  lasting  and  decisive  tribute 
to  his  memory  was  paid  by  sir  Isaac  Newton,  who  said, 
**  Had  Cotes  lived,  we  should  nave  known  something." 

When  Dr.  Plume's  professorship  for  astronomy  and  ex* 
perbnental  philosophy  was  contended  for,  Mr.  Wbistoii 
was  one  of  the  electors.  Besides  Mr.  Cotes,  there  was 
ano^ie^r  candidate^  who  had  been  a  scholar  lOf  Dr.  Harris's^ 
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As  Mr.  Wbtston  was  the  only  professor  of  mathematics 
who  was  directly  concerned  in  the  choice,  the  rest  of  the 
electors  naturally  paid  a  great  regard  to  his  judgment.  At 
the  time  of  election,  Mr.  Whiston  said,  that  he  pretended 
himself  to'  be  not  much  inferior  to  the  other  candidate's 
master,  Dr.  Harris;  but  he  confessed  ^^that  he  was  but  a 
child  to  Mr.  Cotes.*'  The  votes  were  unanimous  for  Mr. 
Cotes,  who  was  then  only  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his 
age. 

In  1707,  Mr.  Whiston  and  Mr.  Cotes  unhed  together  in 
giving  a  course  of  philosophical  experiments  at  Cambridge, 
^mong  other  parts  of  the  undertaking,  certain  hydrostatic 
and  pneumatic  lectures  were  composed.  They  we^e  in 
number  twenty-four,  of  which  twelve  were  written  by  Mr. 
Cotes,  and  twelve'  by  Mr.  Whiston.  But  Mr.  Whiston 
esteemed  his  own  lectures  to  be  so  far  inferior  to  those  of 
Mr.  Cotes,  that  he  could  never  prevail  upon  himself  to 
revise  and  improve  them  for  publication. 

The  early  death  of  Mr.  Cotes  is  always  spoken  of  with 
regret  by  every  mathematician  and  every  philosopher; 
since,  if  his  life  had  been  continued,  he  would  undoubtedly 
have  proved  one  of  the  greatest  men  which  this  country 
has  produced. ' 

'  COTIN  (Charles),  a  member  of  the  French  academy, 
so  ilUtreated  by  Boiieau  in  his  satires,  and  by  Moliere  in 
his  comedy  of  the  **Femmes  Savantes,"  under  the  name  of 
Trissotin,  was  born  at  Paris,  and  has  at  least  as  good  a  title 
to  a  place  in  this  work,  as  some  of  Virgil's  military  heroes 
in  the  iEneid,  who  are  celebrated  purely  for  being  knocked 
on  the  head.  It  is  said,  that  he  drew  upon  him  the  indig- 
nation of  Boiieau  and  Moliere  :  of  the  former,  because  he 
counselled  him  in  a  harsh  and  splenetic  manner,  to  devote 
bis  tdlents  to  a  kind  of  poetry  different  from  satire ;  of  the 
latter,  because  he  had  endeavoured  to  hurt  him  with  the 
duke  de  Montausier,  by  insinuating  that  Moliere  designed 
him  in  the  person  of  the  Misanthrope.  Cotin,  Jiowever, 
was  a  man  of  learning,  understood  the  learned  languages, 
particularly  the  Greek,  Hebrew,  and  Syriac,  was  respected 
in  the  best  companies,  where  merit  only  could  procure 
admittance,  and  preached  sixteen  Lents,  in  the  principal 
pulpits  <of  Paris.     He  died  in  that  city  in  1682,  leaving 

'  Biog.  Brit.— Nichols's  Bowyer,  and  Hist,  of  Leicestershire. — Whiston's  Life. 
-^Knight'f  Life  of  Colet. 
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tereral  works  tolerably  well  written :  the  principal  are,  .1* 
^<  Tb^ocl^e,  ou  la  yraie  Philosophie  des  principes  da 
monde.'-  2.  <<  Trait6  de  TAme  immortelle."  'S. 
**  Oraison  funeb.  pour  Abel  Servient'  4.  '*  Reflexions 
«ur  la  conduite  du  roi  Louis  XIV.  quand  il  [Nrit  ie  soin  des 
affaires  par  lui-m^rae/'  5.  **  Salomon^  ou  la  Politique 
Boyale."  6.  **  Poesies  Chretiennes/*  1668,  12mo.  7. 
^<  GBuvres  galantes/'  1665,  2  vols.  12mo,  &c.  The  sonnet 
to  Urania  in  the  ^^  Femmes  Savantes*'  of  Moliere,  was 
really  written  by  abb£  Cotin :  he  composed  it  for  Ma* 
dame  de  Nemours,  and  was  reading  it  to  that  lady  when 
Menage  entered,  who  disparaging  the  sonnet,  the  two 
scholars  abused  each  other,  nearly  in  the  same  terms  as 
Trissotia  and  Vadius  in  MoHere. ' 

COTOLENDI  (CHAaLES),  an  advocate  in  the  parlia- 
ment of  Paris,  and  a  native  of  Aix  or  of  Avignon,  who  died 
at  th6  beginning  of  tlie  eighteenth  century,  gained  a  re* 
putation  in  the  litei^ry  world  by  several  works.  The  prin* 
cipal  are:  1.  '^The  voyages  of  Peter Texeira,  or  the  his- 
tory of  the  kings  of  Persia  down  to  lr609,''  translated  from 
the  Spanish  into  French,  1681,  2  vols.  12mo.  2.  ^^  The 
Life  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales,"  ^689,  4to.  3.  ''  The  Life  of 
Christopher  Columbus,'*  translated  into  French,  1681,2 
vols.  12mo.  4.  ^<  The  Life  of  the  Duchess  of  Montm^s- 
renci,"  2  vols.  8vo.  5.  ^^  Arlequiniana,  or  bon-mots^'* 
&c.  collected  from  the  conversations  of  Harlequin,  1694. 
6.  '^  The  book  without  a  name,"  1711,  2  vols.  12mo,  and, 
as  his  countrymen  say,  worthy  of  its  title.  7.  ^\  Disserta- 
tion on  the  works  of  St.  Evreiiiont,"  1704,  12nio,  under 
the  name  of  Dumont.  *^  I  find  many  things  in  this  work, 
justly  censured,"  says  St.  Evremont ;  "  I  cannot  deny  that 
the  author  writes  well ;  but  his  zeal  for  religion  and  morals 
surpasses  all  things  else.  I  should  gain  less  in  changing 
my  style  for  his,  than  my  conscience  for  his. — Favour  sur- 
passes severity  in  the  judgment,  and  I  feel  more  gratitude 
for  the^  former  than .  resentment  against  the  latter.'* 
This  certainly  discovers  modesty,  which,  if  sincere,  should 
vittone  for  many  faults  in  St.  Evremont.' 

COTTA  (John),  an  elegant  modern  Latin  poet,  was 
born  in  a  village  near  Verona  in  1483,  and  gained  consi- 
derable reputation  by  bis  talents.  He  followed  to  the  army 
Bartholomew  d'Alviano,  a  Venetian  general  who  had  a 

1  Moreri Diet  Hist.  '  Ibid. 
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regard  for  him ;  but  he  was  taken  by  the  French  at  the 
battle  of  Gbiara  d'Adda,  in  the  year  1509,4ostS9nie  of  his 
manuscripts,  and  did  not  regain  bis  liberty  for  some  time. 
His  patron  sent  him  to  po))e  Julius  II.  at  Viterbo,  where 
he  died,  in  151 1,  of  a  pestiledtial  fever.  Several  of  his 
epigrams  and  orations  are  printed  in  the  collection  entitled 
**  Carmina  quinque  poetarum,"  Venice,  1 548,  8vo. " 

.  COTTEREL  (Sir  Charles),  was  the  son  of  sir  Clement 
Cotterel  of  Wylsford  in  Lincolnshire,  groom  porter  to 
James  I.  He  was  in  the  interregnum  steward  to  the  queen 
of  Bohemia;  and  in '1670,  when  he  was  created  LL.  D.  in 
the  university  of  Oxford,  it  appears  that  he  was  master  of 
the  requests  to  Charles  II.  He  possessed  in  an  extraor- 
dinary degree  the  various  accomplishments  of  a  gentler 
man,  and  particularly  excelled  in  the  knowledge  of  mp* 
deru  languages.  During  the  exile  of  his  royal  master,  he 
translated  from  the  French  ^^  Cassandra  the  famed  ror 
mance,*'  which  has  been  several  time^  printed ;  and  bad  a 
principal  hand  in  translating  ^^  Davila's  History  of  the  civil 
wars  of  France"  from  the  Italian,  and  several  pieces  of  less 
note  from  the  Spanish.  In  1686  he  resigned  his  place  of 
master  of  the  ceremonies,  and  was  succeeded  by  bis  son 
.Charles  Lodowick  Cotterel,  esq.  He  is  celebrated  by  Mrs. 
.Catherine  Phillips  under  the  name  of  Poliarchus,  and  to 
one  of  bis  descendants,  colonel  Cotterel  of  Rousham  near 
Oxford,  Pope  addressed  his  second  epistle  in  imitation  of 
Horace.  It  b  unnecessary  to  add  that  the  office  of  master 
of  the  ceremonies  has  long  been  in  this  family.  * 
.  COTTIN  (Sophia  de),  a  French  lady  of  considerable 
talents,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ristau,  was  born  in  1772, 
the  daughter  of  a  merchant  at  Bourdeaux,  according  to  . 
whose  wish  she  was  married,  a^  eighteen,  to  M.  Cottin,  a 
rich  banker  at  Paris,  who  was  also  a  relatioQ.  Her  hus- 
band left  her  a  beautiful  widow  at  the  age  of  twenty-two. 
She  resided  for  some  time  with  a  lady  to  whom  she  was 
warmly  attached,  who  was  also  a  widow,  and  she  devoted 
much  of  her  attention  to  the  education  of  that  lady's  two 
daughters ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  madame  de  Cottin 
herself  ever  was  a  mother.  Much  of  her  time  seems  like* 
wise  to  have  been  occupied  in  writing  those  novels  which 
have  established  her  fame,  in  that  branch  in  her  own 
country.     She  died  at  Paris,  August  25,  1807,     Her  prin- 
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cipal  novels  arc,  1.  "Claire  d'Albe/'  1798.  2.  «'Ma?* 
Tina,"  1800,  4  vols.  ]2aio.  3.  <^  Amelia  Mansfield,'*  1802, 
4  vols.  l2mo.  4.  "  Mathilde,*'  6  vols.  12mo.  5.  '^Eliza^- 
betb,  ou  les  Exiles  de  Siberie,*'  1806,  2  vols.  12mo.  Some 
of  these  have  been  translated  into  English,  and  published 
here.  Madame  Cottin  is  of  the  high  sentimental  cast,  with 
all  that  vrarmth  of  imagination  which  distinguishes  the  mor^ 
elegant  French  novelists ;  but  the  moral  tendency  of  her 
writings  seems  rather  doubtful.  ^ 

COTTON  (Charles),  an  English  poet,  was  the  son  of 
Charles  Cotton,  esq.  of  Beresford  in  Staffordshire,  a  man 
of  considerable  fortune  and  high  accomplishments.  His 
son,  who  inherited  many  of  these  characteristics,  was  born 
on  the  28th  of  April,  1630,  and  educated  at  the  university 
of  Cambridge,  where  he  had  for  his  tutor  Mr.  Ralph  Raw* 
son,  whom  he  celebrates  in  the  translation  of  an  ode  of 
Joannes  Secundus.  At  the  uYiiversity,  he  is  said  to  have 
i»tudied  the  Greek  and  Roman  classics  with  distinguished 
success,  and  to  have  become  a  perfect  master  of  the  French 
and  Italian  languages.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that 
he  took  any  degree,  or  studied  with  a  view  to  any  learned 
profession  ;  but  after  his  residence  at  Cambridge,  travelled 
into  Finance  and  other  parts  of  the  continent.  On  his  re- 
turn, he  resided  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life  at  the 
family  seat  at  Beresford,  In  1656,  when  he  was  in  his 
twenty-$ixth  year,  he  married  Isabella,  daughter  of  sir 
Thomas  Hutchinson,  knt.  of  Owthorp  in  the  county  of 
Nottingham,  a  distant  relation,  and  took  her  home  to  bis 
father's  bouse,  as  he  had  no  other  establishment.  In  1658 
be  succeeded  to  the  family  estate  encumbered  by  some 
imprudencies  of  his  deceased  father,  from  which  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  was  ever  able  to  relieve  it. 

From  this  time,  almost  all  we  have  of  his  life  is  com- 
prized in  a  list  of  his  various  publications^  which  were 
chiefly  translations  from  the  French,  or  imitations  of  the 
writers  of  that  nation.  In  1664,  he  published  Mons.  de 
Vaix's"  Moral  Philosophy  of  the  Stoics,"  in  compliance, 
sir  John  Hawkins  thinks,  with  the  will  of  bis  father,  who 
was  accustomed  to  give  him  themes  and  authors  for  the 
exercise  of  his  judgment  and  learning.  In  1665,  be  trans- 
lated the  Horace  of  Corneilie  for  the  amusement  of  his 

'  Short  notice  of  her  life  prefixed  to  her  novel  "  Malvina." — Month.  Key, 
K.  S.  ?^.  LVlI.--Dict,  Hiet. 
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sister,  who,  in  1670,  consented  that  it  should  be  fNrinted. 
In  this  attempt  he  suffered  little  by  being  preceded  by  sit 
William  Lower,  and  followed  by  Mrs.  Catherine  Phillips. 
In  1 670  he  published  a  translation  of  the  Life  of  the  dube 
D'£spernon ;  and  aiioat  the  same  time,  his  affairs  being 
much  embarrasBed,  be  obtained  a  captain^s  commission  in 
the  army,  and  went  over  to  Ireland.  Some  adventures  he 
aoet  with  on  this  occasion  gave  rise  to  his  •  first  burlesque 
poem,  entitled '"  A  Voyage  to  Ireland,"  in  three  cantoa 
Of  his  more  serious  progress  in  the  army,  or  when,  or  why 
he  left  it,  we  have  no  account. 

In  1674,  he  published  the  translation  of  the  **  Fair  One 
of  Tunis^"  a  French  novel ;  and  of  the  ^^  Commentaries  of 
Blaise  de  Montluc,"  marshal  of  France ;  and  in  1675,  ^^  The 
Planter's  Manual,*'  being  instructions  for  cultivating  all 
sorts  of  fruit-trees.  In  1678  appeared- his  most  celebrated 
burlesque  performance,  entitled  ^^  Scarronides,  or  Virgil 
Travestie ;  a  mock  poem,  on  the  First  and  Fourth  Books 
of  Virgil's  ^£neis,  in  English  burlesque."  To  this  was 
afterwards  added,  *^  Burlesque  upon  Burlesque,  or  the 
Scoffer  scoffed ;  being  some  of  Lucian's  Dialogues  newly 
put  into  English  fustian^"  In  1681,  he  published  ^^The 
Wonders  of  the  Peak,"  an  original  poem,  which,  however, 
proved  that  he  had  not  much  talent  for  the  descriptive 
branch  of  poetry.  His  next  employment  was  a  translation 
of  Montaigne's  Essays,  which  was  highly  praised  by  the 
marquis  of  Halifax,  ar\d  has  ofj^en  been  reprinted,  as  con- 
veying the  spirit  and  sense  of  the  original  with  great 
felicity.  His  style  at  least  approaches  very  closely  to  the 
antiquated  gossip  of  that  ^^  old  prater.'^  Besides  these  he 
wrote  ^' An  elegie  upon  the  Lord  Hastings,"  signed  with 
his  nanie,  in  the  "  Lachrymae  Musarum,"  published  on  that 
nobleman's  death,  London,  1649,  8vo ;  and  in  1660,  he/ 
published  a  folio  of  about  forty  leaves,  entitled  '^  A  Pane-^ 
gyrick  to  the  King's  most  excellent  majesty."  This  last  is 
in  the  British  Museum.  His  father  has  also  a  copy  of 
verses  in  the  *^  Lachrymse  Musarum,"  on  the  death  of  lord 
Hastings,  published  by  Richard  Btx)me. 

The  only  remaining  production  of  our  author  is  connect* 
ed  with  his  private  history^  One  of  his- favourite  recrea- 
tions was  angling,  which  led  to  an  intimacy  between  him 
and  honest  I^aac  Walton,  whom  he  called  his  father.  His 
house  was  situated  on  the  banks-  of  the  Dove,  a  fine  trout; 
^eam^  which  diyides  the  counties  of  Derby  jand  Stafford^ 
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Here  he  built  a  little  fisbing-boase  dedicated  tc  anglers, 
pisaUaribus  sacrum^  over  the  door  of  which  the  initials  of 
the  names  of  Cotton  and  Walton  were  united  in  a  cypher. 
The  interior  of  this  house  was  a  cube  of  about  fifteen  feet, 
paved  with  black  and  white  marble,  the  walls  wainscotted, 
with  painted  pannels  representing  scenes  of  fishing ;  and 
on  the  doors  of  the  beaufet  were  the  portraits  of  Cotton 
and  Walton.  His  partnership  with  Walton  in  this  amuse* 
jnent  induced  him  to  write  **  Instructions  how  to  angle  for 
a  Trout  or  Grayling,  in  a  clear  stream,'*  which  have  since 
been  published  as  a  second  part,  or  supplement  to  Walton's 
**  Complete  Angler." 

At  what  time  his  first  wife  died,  is  not  recorded.  His 
second  was  Mary,  countess  dowager  of  Ardglass,  widow  of 
Wingfield  lord  Cromwell,  second  earl  of  Ardglass,  who 
died  in  1 649.  She  must  therefore  have  been  considerably 
older  than  our  poet,  but  she  had  a  jointure  of  1500/.  a 
year,  which,  although  it  probably  afforded  him  many  com- 
forts, was  secured  from  his  imprudent  management.  He 
ciied  in  the  parish  of  St.  James's,  Westminster,  in  1687, 
and,  it  would  appear,  in  a  state  of  insolvency,  as  Elizabeth 
Bludworth,  his  principal  creditor,  administered  to  his  ef- 
fects, his  widow  and  children  having  previously  renounced 
the  administration.  These  children  were  by  the  fir$t  wife. 
One  of  them,  Mr.  Beresford  Cotton,  published  in  1694  the 
'^  Memoirs  of  the  Sieur  de  Pontis,"  translated  by  his  father; 
and  perhaps  assisted  in  the  collectipn  of  his  poems  which 
appeared  in  1689.  This  gentleman  had  a  company  given 
him  in  a  regiment  of  foot  raised  by  the  earl  of  Derby,  for 
the  service  of  king  William ;  and'  one  of  his  sisters  was 
married  to  the  celebrated  Dr.  George  Stanhope,  dean  of 
Canterbury. 

-  The  leading  features  of  Mr.  Cotton's  character  may  be 
gathered  from  the  few  circumstances  we  have  of  his  life, 
and  from  the  general  tendency  of  his  works.  Like  hi» 
fstther,  be  was  regardless  of  pecuniary  concerns,  a  lively 
and  agreeable  companion,  a  man  of  wit  and  pleasure,  and 
frequently  involved  in  difficulties  from  which  he  did  not 
always  escape  without  some  loss  of  character. 

His  fate' as  a  poet  has  been  very  singular.  Tbe  **  Virgil 
Travestie,"  and  his  other  burlesque  performances,  have 
been  perpetuated  by  at  least  fifteen  editions,  while  his 
^^  Poems,"  published  in  1689,  in  which  he  displays  true 
taste  and  elegance,  have  never  been  reprinted  until  they 
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were  admitted  into  the  late  edition  of  the  Poets ;  or,  at 
least,  a  selection,  for  many  of  his  smaller  pieces  abound  io 
those  indelicacies  which  were  the  reproach  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  In  what  remain,  we  find  a  strange  mii^ture  of 
broad  humour  and  drollery,  mixed  with  delicacy  and  ten- 
derness of  sentiment,  and  even  with  devotional  poetry  of 
a  superior  cast.  His  Pindarics Vill  probably  not  be  thought 
unworthy  of  a  comparison  with  those  of  Cowley.  His 
verses  are  often  equally  harmonious,  while  Kis  thoughts  are 
less  encumbered  with  amplification.  In  his  burlesque 
poems,  Butler  appears  to  have  been  his  model,  but  we 
have  the  Hudibrastip  measure  only  ;  nothing  can  be  more 
vulgar,  disgusting,  or  licentious  than  bis  parodies  on  Virgil 
and  Lucian.  That  they  should  have  been  so  often  re- 
printed, marks  the  slow  progress  of  the  refinement  of  pub* 
lie  taste  during  the  greater  part  of  the  eighteenth  century; 
but  within  the  last  thirty  years  it  has  advanced  with  ra- 
pidity, and  Cotton  is  no  longer  tolerated.  The  Travestie, 
indeed,  even  when  executed  with  a  more  chaste  humour 
than  in  Cotton^s  Virgil,  or  Bridges's  Homer,  is  an  extra*- 
vagance  pernicious  to  true  taste,  and  ought  never  to  be 
•  <pncouraged  unless  where  the  original  is  a  legitimate  object 
of  ridicule. ' 

COTTON  (Nathaniel),  an  English  physician,  poet, 
and  amiable'  man,  was  born  in  1707,  but  in  what  county, 
or  of  what  family,  is  not  known.  He  studied  physic  under 
the  celebrated  Boerhaave,  at  Ley  den,  and  is  supposed  to 
havo  taken  his  degree  at  that  university,  which  was  then^ 
the  first  medical  school  in  Europe,  and  the  resort  of  all 
who  wished  to  derive  honour  from  the  place  of  their  educa* 
tion.  On  his  return  he  endeavoured  to  establish  himself 
as  a  general  practitioner,  but  circumstances  leading  biim 
more  particularly  to  the  study  of  the  various  species  of 
lunacy,  be  was,  induced  to  become  the  successor  of  a  Dr. 
Crawley,  who  kept  a  house  for  the  reception  of  lunatics 
at  Dunstable,  in  Bedfordshire :  and  having  engaged  the 
houisekeeper,  and  prevailed  on  the  patients'  friends  to  con- 
sent to  their  removal,  he  opened  a  house  for  their  recep- 
tion at  St.  Alban*s.  Here  he  continued  for  some  years, 
adding  to  his  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  mental  disorders, 
and  acquiring  considerable  fame  by  the  success  and  hu- 
manity of  his  mode  of  treatment.     When  bis  patients  be- 
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gan  to  increase,  he  found  it  necessary  to  hire  a  larger 
housei  where  he  formed  a  more  regular  establishment^  and 
dignified  it  by  the  name  of  The  College.  His  private  re- 
sidence was  in  St.  Peter's  street  in  the  town  of  Si.  Aiban's, 
and  was  long  known  as  the  only  house  in  that  town  de-* 
fended  from  the  effects  of  lightning  by  a  conductor. 

The  cares  of  his  college,  and  the  education  of  his  nu-* 
merous  family,  occupied  near  the  whole  of  his  long  life. 
His  poems  and  prose  pieces  were  probably  the  amusement 
of  such  hours  as  he  could  snatch  from  the  duties  of  his^ 
profession.  He  carried  on  also  an  extensive  correspond- 
ence with  some  of  the  literary  characters  of  the  day,  by 
whom,  as  well  as  by  all  who  knew  him,  be  was  beloved  for^ 
his  amiable  and  engaging  manners.  Among  Others,  be 
corresponded  with  Dr.  Doddridge,  and  a|)pears  to  have 
i^ead  much  and  thought  much  on  subjects  which  are  usually, 
considered  as  belonging  to  the  province  of  divines.  He 
is  not  known  to  have  produced  any  thing  of  the  medical 
kind,  except  a  quarto  pamphlet,  entitled  **  Observations 
dn  a  particular  kind  of  Scarlet  Fever  that  lately  jlrevaiiled 
in  and  about  St  Alban's,^'  1749.  l*be  dates  of  some  of 
his  poetical  pieces  show  that  he  wsis  an-  eariy  suitor  to  the 
muses.  His  ^'  Visions  in  Verse^'  were  first  published  in^ 
1751,  again  in  1764,  and  frequently  since.  He  contri- 
buted likewise  a  few  pieces  to  Dodsley's  ooUection.  A 
complete  collection  of  his  productions,  both  in  prose  and 
Terse,  was  published  in  179 1,  2  vols.  18mo,  by  one  of  his 
sons,  but  without  any  meo^ir  of  the  author. 

Dr.  Cotton  was  twice  married :  first,  about  the  year 
1738;  to  Miss  Anne  Pembroke,  sister  to  George  Pembrokey 
esq.  formerly  of  St.  Alban's,  receiver- geaeral  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Hertford,  and  to  Joseph  Pembroke,  town-clerk  of  St» 
AlbanV  By  this  lady,  who  died  in  1749,  he  liad  issue,  1. 
Mary,  who  became  the  second  wife  of  Jobti  Osboro,  esq* 
of  St.  Alban^s,  and  died  without  issue,  Nov.  2,  L790 ;.  2* 
Anne,  who  became  the  second  wife  of  major  Brooke  of 
Bath,  and  died  July  13^  1800,  leaving  a  sonaud^fakughter^ 
fdnce  dead;  S.Nathaniel,  who  was  entered  of.  Jesus  coi*». 
lege,  Cambridge,  where  he  proceeded  B.  A.  1766,  and 
M.  A.  1769,  and  is  now  vicar  of  Welford,  in  Nortbamp* 
^toushire;  4.  Joseph,  now  a  director  of  the  honourable 
East  India  company ;  5.  Phebe,  married  to  George 
Bradsha.w,  esq.  since  dead ;  6.  Katherine,  who  died  un- 
married, Dec.  2,  1780,  and  is  buried  under  an  altat  tomb 
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in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Peter^s,  St.  Alban's.  He  had  also 
by  his  first  wife,  a  son  at^d  daughter,  who  died  in  infancy. 
He  married,  secondly,  ii^  1750,  or  1751,  Miss  Hannah 
Everett,  who  died  May  1773,  leaving  a  son,  now  living, 
and  two  daughters,  since  dead. 

From  hid  letters  it  appears  that  about  the  year  1780  hi^ 
health  was  greatly  impaired.  He  was  much  emaciated, 
and  bis^  limbs  so  weak  as  to  be  insufficient  to  support  his 
'  weight.  The  languors,  likewise,  which  he  suffered,  were 
so  frequent  and  severe,  as  to  threaten  an  entire  stop  to  the 
circulation,  and  were  sometimes  aecompanied  with  that 
most  distressing  of  all  sensations,  an  anxiety  circa  priecor^ 
dia.  His  memory  too  began  to  fail,  and  any  subject  which 
required  a  little  thought  was  a  burthen  hardly  supportable. 
He  died  August  2,  1788,  and  we  are  told  his  age  was  so 
far  unknown,  that  the  person  who  entered  his  burial  in 
the  parish  register,  wrote  after  his  name,  **  eighty^eight 
at  least.''  In  a  letter,  however,  written  on  the  death  of 
his  daughter  Katherine,  in  1780,  he  says,  '^  he  had  passed 
almost  three  winters  beyond  the  usual  boundary  appro- 
priated to  human  life,  and  had  thus  transcended  the  Ion* 
gevity  of  a  septuagenarian.^  This,  therefore,  will  fix  his 
age  at  eighty-one,  or  eighty-two.  He  was  interred  with 
his  two  wives  in  St.  Peter's  church-yard,  under  an  altar- 
tomb  between  those  of  his  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Ka- 
therine, on  which  nothing  more  is  inscribed  than  ^*  Here 
are  deposited  the  remains  of  Anne,  Hannah,  and  Nathaniel 
Cotton." . 

If  we  have  few  particulars  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Cotton,  we 
have  many  testimonies  to  the  excellence  of  his  character. 
We  find  from  Mr.  Hay  ley's  Life  of  Cowper,  that  he  had  at 
one  time  among  his  patients,  that  amiable  and  interesting 
poet,  who  speaks  of  Dr.  Cotton's  services  in  a  manner  that 
forms  a  noble  tribute  to  his  memory  :  and  Mr.  Hayley  says, 
that  Dr.  Cotton  was  "  a  scholar  and  a  poet,  who  added  to 
many  accomplishments,  a  peculiar  sweetness  of  manners, 
in  very  advanced  life,"  when  Mr.  Hayley  had  the  pleasure 
of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  him.  In  a  subsequent  part 
of  his  Life  of  Cowper,  the  latter,  alluding  to  an  inquiry 
respecting  Dr.  Cotton's  works,  pays  the  following  compli- 
ment to  his  abilities  :  "  I  did  not  know  that  he  had  written 
any  thing  newer  than  his  Visions :  1  have  no  doubt  that  it 
is  so  far  worthy  of  him  as  to  be  pious  and  sensible,  and  I 
believe  no  man  living  is  better  qualified  to  write  on  such 
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subjects  as  his  title  seems  to  announce.  Some  years  have 
passed  since  I  heard  from  him,  and  considering  his  great 
age,  it  is  probable  that  I  shall  hear  from  him  no  more : 
but  I  shall  always  respect  him.  He  is  truly  a  philosopher; 
according  to  my  judgment  of  the  character,  every  tittle  of 
his  knowledge  in  natural  subjects  being  connected  in  his 
mind  with  ^e  firm  belief  of  an  omnipotent  agent.''  JHis 
writings,  indeed,  are  uniformly  in  favour  of  piety  and  be- 
nevolence, and  bis  correspondence,  from  which  many  ex- 
tracts are  given  in  the  late  edition  of  his  Works,  justifies 
the  high  respect  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  numerous 
friends.  His  prose  pieces  consist  of  reflections  on  some 
parts  of  scripture,  which  he  has  entitled  *' Sermons;''  and 
various  essays  on  health,  husbandry,  zeal,  marriage,  and 
other  miscellaneous  topics.  One. of  these,  entitled  *'  Mir^a 
to  Selim'*  (an  imitation  of  Lyttelton's  Persian  Letters)  is 
toid  to  relite  lo  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Romney,  D.  D. 
vicar  of  St.  Alban's,  which  happened  in  1743.  When 
dying,  this  gentleman  prophesied  that  his  brother  and 
heir  would  not  long  enjoy  *  his  inheritance,  which  proved 
true,  as  he  died  in  Jun^e  1746.  Some  of  these  essays  were 
probably  written  for  the  periodical  journals,  and  others 
for  die  amusement  of  private  friends.  As  a  poet,  he  wrote 
with  ease,  and  had  a  happy  turn  for  decorating  his  reflec* 
tions  in  familiar  verse  :  but  we  find  very  little  that  is  ori- 
ginal, fanciful,  or  vigorous.  He  scarcely  ever  attempts- 
imagery,  or  description,  and  nowhere  rises  beyond  a  cer- 
tain level  diction  adapted  to  the  class  of  readers  whom  he 
was  most  anxious  to  please.  Yet  his  *<  Visions"  have  been 
popular,  and  deserve  to  continue  so.  Every  sensible  and 
virtuous  mind  acquiesces  in  the  truth  and  propriety  of  his  * 
moral  reflections,  and  will  love  the  poj^ms  for  the  sake  of 
the  writer.  ■ 

COTTON,  or  COTON  (Peter),  a  Jesuit,  born  in 
1564,  at  N^ronde  near  the  Loire,  of  which  place  his  fa- 
ther was  governor,  distinguished  himself  early  in  life  by 
his  zeal  for  the  conversion  of  protestants,  and  by  his  suc- 
cess in  the  pulpit.  He  was  called  to  the  court  of  Henry 
IV.  at  the  instance  of  the  famous  Lesdiguieres,  whom  he 
had  converted,  and  the  king  pleased  with  his  wit,  mariners, 
and  conversation,  appointed  him  his  confessor  M.  Mer- 
cier  censures  the  king,  for  *^  having  too  peculiar  a  de&r^* 

^  Jobnton  and  Cbalm^n's  English  Poets,  1810.    • 
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ifetice  for  this  Jesuit,  a  man  of  very  moderate  talents,  solely 
attached  to  the  narrow  views  of  his  order  ;^'  and  it  was 
commonly  said,  ^'  Our  prince  is  good,  but  be  has  cott(yn  in 
bis  ears.''     Henry  was^  desirous  of  making  him  archbishop 
of  Aries,  and  procuring  him  a  cardinal's  hat ;  but  Cotton 
persisted  in  refusing  his  offers.     His  brotherhood,  after 
their  recall,  unable  easily  to  settle  themselves  in  certain 
towns,  that  of  Poitiers  especially,  started  great  difficulties, 
and' Cotton  wished  to  persuade  the  king  that  this  opposi- 
tion was  the  work  of  Sulli,  governor  of  Poitou  ;  but  Henry 
having  refused  to  listen  to  this  calumny,  and  blaming  Cot- 
ton for  having  adopted  it  with  too  much  credulity  :  *'  God 
forbid,*'. said  Cotton,  '^  that  1  should  say  any  h^rm  of  those  ^ 
whom  your  majesty  honours  with  his  confidence !     But, 
however,  I  am  able  to  justify   what  I  advance.     I  will 
prove  it  by  the  letters  of  Sulli.     I  have  seen  them,  and  I 
will  shew  them  to  your  majesty."     Next  day,  however, 
he  was  under  the  necessity  of  telling  the  king  that  the  let- 
ters had  been  burnt  by  carelessness.     This  circumstance  is 
related  in  the  *^  Cours  d^histoire  de  Condillac,"  torn.  XIII. 
p.  505.     After  the  much  lamented  death  of  Henry,  Cot- 
ton was  confessor  to  his  son   Louis  XIII,  but  the  court 
being  a  solitude  to  him,  he  asked  permission  to  quit  it,  and 
obtained  it  in  1617,  so  much  the  more  easily  as  the  duke 
de  Luynes  was  not  very  partial  to  him.     Mezerai  and  other 
historians  relate,  that  when  Ravaillac  bad  committed  bi^ 
parricide,  Cotton  went  to  him  and  said  :  "  Take  care  that 
you  do  not  accuse  honest  men !"     There  is  room  to  sup- 
pose that  his  zeal  for  the  honour  of  his  society  prompted 
him  to  utter  these  indiscreet  words,  and  his  notions  on  the 
subject  appear  to  be  rather  singular.     We  are  told  that 
Henry  IV.  having  one  day  asked  him,  **  Would  you  re- 
veal the  confession  of  a  man  resolved  to  assassinate  me  ?** 
be  answered  ^^  No;  but  I  would  put  my  body  between 
you  and  him."     The  Jesuit  Santarelli  having  published  a 
work,  in  which  be  set  up  the  power  of  the  popes  over  that 
of  kings.   Cotton,  then  provincial  of  Parts,  was  called  to 
the  parliament  the  1 3th  of  March  1626,  to  give  an  account 
of  the  opinions  of  his  brethren.     He  was  asked  whether 
be  thought  that  the  pope  can  excommunicate  and  dispos- 
sess a  king  of  France  ?     ^^  Ab !"  returned  he,  ^*  the  king 
is  eldest  son  of  the  church ;  and  he  will  never  do  any  thing 
to  oblige  the  pope  to  proceed  to  that  extrenjity." — "But," 
^aid  the  first  president,  ^'  are  you  not  of  the  same  opinion 
Vol.  X.  X 
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with  your  general,  who  attributes  that  power  to  the  pope  ^" 
•— '*  Our  general  follows  the  opinions  of  Rome  where  he  is ; 
and  we,  those  of  France  where  we  are.'*     The  many  dis-' 
agreeable  things  experienced  by  Cotton  on  this  occasion, 
gave  him  so  much  uneasiness,  that  he  fell  sick,  and  died  a 
few  days  afterwards,    March  19,    1626.     He  was  then 
preaching  the  Lent-discourses  at  Paris  in  the  church  of  St. 
Paul.      This  Jesuit  wrote,   ^*  Traits  du   Sacrifice  de  la 
Messc;*'  **  Geneve  Plagiaire,'*  Lyons,  1600,  4to;  "  L'ln- 
stitution  Catbolique,"  1610,  2  tom.  fol;  <<  Sermons,''  1617, 
8vo ;    ^'  La  Rechute  de  Geneve  Plagiaire ;"    and  other 
things,  among  which  is  a  letter  declaratory  of  the  doctrine 
of  the  Jesuits,  conformable  to  the  doctrine  of  the  council 
of  Trent,  which   gave  occasion  to  the  "*Anti  Cotton," 
1610,  8vo,  and  is  found  at  the  end  of  the  history  of  D.  Ini- 
go,  2  vols.  12 mo.     This  satire,  which  betrays  more  malig- 
nity than  wit,  was  attributed  to  Dumoulin  and  to  Peter  du 
Coignet,  but  is  now  given  to  CsBsar  de  Plaix,  an  advocate 
of  Paris.     Fathers  Orleans  and  Rouvier  wrote  Cotton's  Life, 
J2mo,  and  as  well  as  Gramont,  give  him  a  high  character, 
which  from  the  society  of  the  Jesuits,  at  least,  he  highly 
deserved.  * 

COTTON  (Sir  Robert  Bruce),  an  eminent  English 
antiquary,  ^*  whose  name,"  says  Dr^Johnson,  *^  must  al- 
ways be  mentioned  with  honour,  and  whose  memory  cannot 
fkil  of  exciting  the  warmest  sentiments  of  gratitude,  whilst 
the  smallest  regard  for  learning  subsists  among  us,"  was 
son  of  Thomas  Cotton,  esq.  4escended  from  a  very  ancient 
family,  and  born  at  Denton  in  Huntingdonshire,  Jan.  22, 
1570 ;  admitted  of  Trinity  college,  Cambridge,  where  he 
took  the  degree  of  B.  A.  1585  ;  and  went  to  London,  where 
he  soon  made  himself  known,  and  was  admitted  into  a  so- 
ciety of ,  antiquaries,  who  met  at  stated  seasons  for  their 
own  amusement.  Here  he  indulged  his  taste  in  the  prose- 
cution of  that  study  for  which  he  afterwards  became  so 
famous ;  and  in  his  1 8th  year  began  to  collect  ancient  re- 
cords, charters,  and  other  MSS.  In  1600  he  accompanied 
Camden  to  Carlisle,  who  acknowledges  himself  not  a  little 
obliged  to  him  for  the  assistance  he  received  from  him  in 
carrying  on  and  completing  his  ^^  Britannia;"  and  the 
same  year  he  wrote  *^  A  brief  abstract  of  the  question  of 
Precedency  between  England  and  Spain."     This  was  oc- 

*•  Moreri.— >Dict.  Hist,-— Saxii  OnomasUcoiu 


COTTON.  32i 

casioned  by  queen  Elizabetb^s  desiring  the  thoughts  of  the 
society  of  antiquaries  upon  that  point,  and  is  still  extant 
in  the  Cotton  library.  Upon  the  accession  of  James  I.  h0 
was  created  a  knight ;  and  during  this  reign  was  very  much 
courted  and  esteemed  by  the  great  men  of  the  nation,  and 
consulted  as  an  oracle  by  the  privy  counsellors  and  minis-^ 
ters' of  state,  upon  very  difficult  points  relating  to  the  con* 
stitution.  In  1608  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  navy,  which  had  lain 
neglected  ever  since  the  death  of  queen  Elizabeth ;  and 
drew  up  a  memorial  of  their  proceedings,  to  be  presented 
to  the  king,  which  memorial  is  still  in  his  library.  In  1609 
he  wrote  ^^  A  discourse  of  the  lawfulness  of  Combats  to  be 
performed  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  or  the  constable 
and  marshal  of  England,''  which  was  printed  in  1651  and 
in  1672.  He  drew  up  also,  the  same  year,  '^An  answer  to 
such  motives  as  were  offered  by  certain  military  men  to 
prince  iHenry,  to  incite  him  to  affect  arms  more  than 
peace.''  This  was  composed  by  order  of  that  prince,  and 
the  x)riginal  MS.  remains  in  the  Cotton  library.  New  pro-^ 
jects  being  contrived  to  repair  th^  royal  revenii^,  which 
had  been  prodigally  squandered,  none  pleased  the  king  so 
much  as  the  creating  a  new  order  of  knights,  called  ba-^ 
ronets ;  and  sir  Robert  Cotton,  who  had  been  the  principal 
suggester  of  this  scheme,  was  in  1611  chosen  to  be  one^ 
being  the  thirty-sixth  on  the  list.  His  principal  residence 
was  then  at  Great  Connington,  in  Huntingdonshire ;  which 
he  soon  exchanged  for  Hatley  3t.  George,  in  the  county 
of  Cambridge. 

He  was  afterwards  employed  by  king  James  to  vindicate 
the  conduct  of  Mary  queen  of  Scots,  from  the  supposed 
misrepresentations  of  Buchanan  and  Thuanus;  and  what 
he  wrote  upon  this  subject  is  thought  to  be  interwoven  in 
Camden's  "  Annals  of  queen  Elizabeth,"  or  else  printed 
at  the  end  of  Camden's  "  Epistles."  In  1 6 1 6  the  king  or- 
dered him  to  examine,  whether ,.the  papists,  whose  num- 
bers then  made  the  nation  uneasy,  ought  by  the  laws  of  the 
land  to  be  put  to  death,  or  to  be  imprisoned  ?  This  task 
he  performed  with  great  learning,  and  produced  upon  that 
occasion  twenty^four  arguments,  which  were  published  after- 
wards in  1672,  among  "  Cottoni  Posthuma."  It  was  pro- 
bably then  that  he  composed  a  piece,  still  preserved  in 
MS*  in  the  royal  library^  entitled,  ^^  Considerations  for  the 
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repressinge  of  the  encrease  of  preettSi  Jesuits,  and  reca* 
santSy  without  drawinge  of  blood/*  He  wan  also  employed 
by  the  house  of  commons,  when  the  match  between  prinee 
Charles  and  the  infanta  of  Spain  was  in  agitation,  to  shew, 
by  a  short  examination  of  the  treaties  between  England 
and  the  house  of  Austria,  the  unfaithfulness  and  insincerity 
of  the  latter ;  and  to  prove  that  in  all  their  transactions 
they  aimed  at  nothing  but  universal  monarchy.  This  piece 
is  printed  among  <<  Cottoni  Posthuma,*'  under  the  title  of 
**  A  remonstrance  of  the  treaties  of  amity/'  &c.  He  wrote 
likewise  a  vindication  of  our  ecclesiastical  constitution 
against  the  innovations  attempted  to  be  brought  in  by  the 
puritans,  entitled,  *^  An  answer  to  certain  arguments 
raised  from  supposed  antiquity,  and  urged  by  some  mem- 
bers of  the  lower  house  of  parliainent,  to  prove  that  eccle- 
siastical laws  ought  to  be  enacted  by  temporal  men.'*  In 
1621  he  compiled  **  A  relation  to  prove,  that  the  kings  of 
England  have  been  pleased  to  consult  with  their  peeres,  in 
the  great  councel  and  commons  of  parliament,  of  marriadge, 
peace,  and  war;''  printed  first  in  1651,  then  in  1672 
among  ^  Cottoni  Posthuma/'  and  then  in  1679  under  the 
title  of  'The  antiquity  and  dignity  of  Parliaments.*'  Being 
a  member  of  the  first  parliament  of  Charles  I.  be  joined  in 
cqmplaining  of  the  grievances  which  the  nation  was  said 
in  1628  to  groan  under ;  but  was  always  for  mild  remedies, 
zealous  for  the  honour  and  safety  of  the  king,  and  had  no 
views  but  the  nation's  advantage. 

In   1629  the  remarkable  transaction  happened,  which 
gave  rise  to  the  following  very  curious  particulars : 

Letter  from  Dr.  Samuel  Harsnet,  archbishop  of  York,  to 
sir  Henry  Vane,  ambassador  at  the  Hague,  dated  Lon- 
don, Nov.  6,  1629. 

"  On  Saturday  in  the  evening  there  were  sent  Mr.  Vice- 
chamberlain  and  others  to  seal  up  sir  Robert  Cotton's  li- 
brary, and  to  briug  himself  before  the  lords  of  his  majesty*s 
council.  There  were  found  in  his  4iustody  a  pestilent 
tractate,  which  he  had  fostered  as  bis  child,  and  had  sent  it 
abroad  into  divers  hands;  containing  a  project  bow  a 
prince  may  make  himself  an  absolute  tyrant.  This  pemi-: 
clous  advice  he  had  communicated  by  copies  to  divers 
lords,  who,  upon  his  confession,  are  questioned  and  re- 
strained; my  lord  of  Somerset  sent  it  to  the  bishop  of 
London ;  the  lord  Clare  to  the  bbhop  of  Winchester;  a,nd. 
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the  lord  Bedford  I  know  not  well  to  whom.     Cotton  him*, 
self  is  iu  custody  *.     God  send  him  well  out ! 

I  am,  &c." 

The  same,  to  the  same,  dated  Nov.  9. 
^'  Yesterday  his  majesty  was  pleased  t.o  sit  in  council  with 
all  the  board,  and  commanded  that  devilish  project  found 
upon  sir  Robert  Cotton  to  be  read  over  unto  us.  For  my 
own  part,  I  never  heard  a  more  pernicious  diabolical  de- 
vice, to  breed  suspicious,  seditious  humours  amongst  the 
people.  His  majesty  was  pleased  to  declare  his  royai 
pleasure  touching  the  lords  and  others  restrained  for  com* 
municating  that  project ;  which  was,  to  proceed  in  a  fair^ 
moderate,  mild,  legal  course  with  them,  by  a  bill  of  infor- 
mation preferred  into  the  star-chamber,  whereunto  they 
might  make  their  answer  by  the  help  of  the  most  learned 
counsel  they  could  procure.  And  though  his  majesty  had 
it  in  his  power  most  justly  and  tiuly  to  restrain  them  till 
the  cause  was  adjudged,  yet,  out  of  his  princely  clemency, 
he  commanded  the  board  to  call  them,  and  to  signify  unto 
them  to  attend  their  cause  in  the  star-chamber.  They 
were  personally  called  in  before  the  lords  (the  king  being 
gone)  and  acquainted  by  the  keeper  with  his  qiajesty's 
gracious  favour.  Two  never  spoke  a  word  expressing 
thankfulness  for  his  majesty's  so  princely  goodness;  two 
expressed  much  thankfulness,  which  were  my  lord  of  Bed* 


*  This  account  (as  was  afterwards 
•bseryed  by  a  correspondeat  in  Gent. 
Mag.  1767,  p.  388)  seems  io  some  re* 
apects  doubtful,  in  others  defectire ; 
for  "  among  some  records  io  the  paper- 
oifiee  is  a  warrant  for  the  commitment 
of  sir  Robert  Cotton,,  so  early  as  the 
year  1615,  being  suspected  of  a  cor- 
respondence with  the  Spanish  ambas« 
sador,  prfjudicial  to.  the  affairs  of  go- 
Tern  ment.  From  this  confinemeot,  it 
is,  however,  probable,  he  was  soon  re- 
leased, and  that  he  had  his  library, 
which  was  at  that. time  shut  up,  re- 
stored to  him  not  long  after  his  enlarge- 
ment ;  but  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
that  after  his  last  confiniement  in  1C29, 
he  never  had  bis  library  restored  ;  for 
1  have  seen  a  letter  which  mentions  his 
death  in  1631,  in  which  it  is  said, 
"  That  before  be  died,  he  requested  sir 
Henry  Spelman  to  signify  \o  the  lord 
privy  seal,  and  the  rest  of  the  lords  of 
the  council,  that  their  so  long  detain- 
'mg  of  his  books  from  him,  without  ren- 


dering ,any  reason  for  the  same,  had 
been  the  cause  of  his  mortal  malady  ; 
upon  which  message,  the  lord  privy 
seal  came  to  sir  IU»bert,  when  it  waf 
too  late,  to  comfort  bim  from  the  king  ; 
from  whom  the  earl  of  Dorset  likewise 
came,  within  half  an  hour  after  sir  Ro- 
bert's death,  to  condole  with  sir  Thomas 
Cotton,  his  son,  for  his  death,  and  to 
tell  him  from  his  majesty,  that  as  he 
loved  his  father,  so  be  would  continue 
to  love  him.  That  sir  Robert  had  pn* 
tailed,  as  |sr  m  law  could  do  it,  his 
library  of  books  upon  his  son,  who 
makes  no  doubt  of  obthining  the  same  ; 
but  for  all  these  court  holy-waters, 
says  the  writer,  1,  for  my  part,  for  a 
while  suspend  my  belief 
.  From  this  it  would  appear,  that  the 
government  was  in  possession  of  sir 
Robert's  library  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  that  it  w^s  fsven  doubtful  whether 
it  would  ever  be  restored  to  his  postCi- 
rity,  .  ^ 
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ford  and  sir  Robert  Cotton.  St  John  and  James  are 
still  in  prison;  and  farther  than  unto  these  the  paper 
reacheth  not  in  direct  travel,  save  to  Selden,  who  is  also 
tontained  in  the  bill  of  information.  I  fear  the  nature  of 
(hat  contagion  did  spread  farther ;  but  as  yet  no  more  ap- 
peareth.  I  am  of  opinion  it  will  fall  heavy  on  the  parties 
delinq^uent. 

I  am,  sir,  &c.*' 

Sir  Symonds  D'Ewes^s  account  of  this  aflPair,  in  his  ma* 
nuscript  life,  written  by  himself,  and  still  preserved  among 
the  Harleian  MSS.  will  give  further  light  to  this  very  in-^ 
teresting  fact, 

<*  Amongst  other  books,'*  says  he,  **  which  Mr.  Richard 
James  lent  out,  pne  Mr.  St.  John,  of  Lincoln*s-inn,  a 
young  studious  gentleman,  borrowed  of  him,  for  money, 
a  dangerous  pamphlet  that  was  in  a  written  hand,  by  which 
a  course  was  laid  down,  how  the  kings  of  England  might 
oppress  the  liberties  of  their  subjects,  and  for  ever  enslave 
them  and  their  posterities.  Mr.  St.  John  shewed  the  book 
to  the  earl  of  Bedford,  or  a  copy  of  it ;  and  so  it  passed 
from  hand  to  hand,  in  the  year  1629,  till  at  last  it  was  lent 
(o  sir  Robert  Cotton  himself,  who  set  a  young  fellow  he 
tfaeii  kept  in  his  house  to  transcribe  it;  .which  plainly 
proves,  that  sir  Robert  knew  not  himself  that  the  written 
tract  itself  bad  originally  come  out  of  his  own  library. 
This  untrusty  fellow,  imitating,  it  seems,  the  said  James, 
took  ope  copy  secretly  for  himself,  when  he  wrote  auotheir 
for  sir  Robert ;  and  out  of  his  own  transcript  sold  away 
several  copies,  till  at  last  one  of  them  came  into  Wentr 
worth's  bands,  of  the  North,,  now  Iprd  deputy  of  Ireland, 
He  acquainted  the  lords  and  others  of  the  privy-council 
with  it.  The^'  sent  for  the  said  young  fellow,  and  examin- 
ing him  where  he  had  the  written  book,  he  confessed  sir 
Robert  Cotton  delivered  it  to  him.  Whereupon  in  the 
beginning  of  November,  in  the  same  year  1629,  sir  Ror* 
bert  was  examined,  and  so  were  divers  others,  one  after 
the  other  as  it  had  been  delivered  from  hand  to  hand,  till 
at  last  Mr.  St  John  himself  was  apprehended,  and,  being 
conceived  to  bp  tjie  author  of  the  book,  was  committed 
close  prisoner  tq  the  Tower.  Bein^  in  danger  to  have 
been  qu(estion(sd  for  his  life  about  it,  upon  examination 
^pon  oath,  he  niade  a  clear,  full,  and  punctual  declarar 
(ion  that  he  bad  received  the  sam^  znanu^cript  pamphlet  of 
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that  wretched  mercenary  fellow  James*)  who  by  this  means 
proved  the  wretched  instrument  of  shortening  the  life  of 
sir  Robert  Cotton ;  for  he  was  presently  thereupon  sued 
in  the  star-chamber,  his  library  locked  up  from  his  use, 
and  two  or  more  of  the  guards  set  to  watch  his  house  con- 
tinually.    When  I  went  several  times  to  visit  and  comfort 
him  in  the  year  1630,  he  would  tell  me,  *  they  had  broken 
his  heart,    that  had  locked  up  his  library  from  him.*     I 
easily  guessed,  the  reason,  because  his  honour  and  esteem 
were  much  impaired  by  this  fafal  accident ;  and  his  house, 
that  was  formerly  frequented  by  great  and  honourable  per- 
sonages, as  by  learned  men  of  all  sorts,  remained  now 
upou#the  matter  desolate  and  empty.     I  understood  from 
himself  and  others,  that  Dr.  Neile  and  Dr.  Laud,  two  pre- 
lates that  had  been  stigmatized  in  the  first  session  of  par- 
liament in  1628,  were  his  sore  enemies.     He  was  so  out-^ 
worn,  within  a  few  months,  with  anguish  and  grief,  as  his 
face,  which  had  been  formerly  ruddy  and  well  coloured, 
(such  as  the  picture  I  have  of  him  shews),  was  wholly 
changed  into  a  grim  blackish  paleness,  near  to  the  resem- 
blance and  hue  of  a  dead  visage. — I,  at  one  time,  advised 
him  to  look  into  himself,  and  seriously  consider,  why  God 
had  sent  this  chastisement  upon  him ;  which,  it  is  possible, 
he  did  ;  for  I  heard  from  Mr.  Richard  Holdesworth,  a  great 
and  learned  divine,  that  was  with  him  in  his  last  sickness, 
a  little  before  he  died,  that  he  was  exceedingly  penitent, 
aiid  was  much  confirmed  in  the  faithful  expectation  of  a 
better  life.** 

It  may  be  necessary,  in  order  to  elucidate  this  matter 
still  farther,  to  take  notice,  that  one  of  the  articles  in  the 
attorney-generars  information  against  sir  Robert  Cotton 
was,  ^*  that  the  discourse  or  project  was  framed  and  con- 


*  This  was  Klch^rd  James,  fellow  of 
Corpus  Christ!  college,  in  Oxford,  born 
at  Newport,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and 
author  of  several  sermons,  both  in  La- 
tin and  English.  He  died  at  the  house 
of  sir  Thomas  Cotton,  bart.  in  the  be- 
ginning of  Dec.  1636.  Sir  Symonds 
D'Ewes  gives  a  very  severe  character 
of  him;  an  atheistical  profane  scholar, 
bat  oUierwise  witty  and  moderately 
learned ;  and  he  adds,  that  he  had  so 
screwed  himsellf  into  the  good  opinion 
of  sir  Robert  Cotton,  **  that  whereas 
at  first  he  had  only  permitted  tiim  the 
use  of  his  books,  at  last,  some  two  or 


three  years  before  bis  death,  he  be- 
stowed the  custody  of  his  whole  library 
on  him }  and  he  being  a  ueedy  shark- 
ing companion,  and  very  expensive, 
like  old  sir  Ralph  Starkie  when  he 
lived,  let  out,  or  lent  out,  sir  Robert 
Cotton's  most  precious  manuscripts  for 
money,  to  any  that  would  be  his  cus- 
tomers ;  which,"  says  sir  Syjnonds,  **  I 
once  made  known  to  sir  Robert  Cotton, 
before  the  said  James's  face."  But  this 
appears  to  be  in  some  essential  points 
incorrect,  as  will  be  shewn  when  ff<i 
come  to  the  article  of  Richard  James. 
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trived  within  five  or  six  months  past  here  in  England  ;^ 
but  sir  David  Foulis  testified  upon  oath,  being  thereunto 
required,  that  it  was  contrived  at  Florence  seventeen  years 
before,  by  sir  Robert  Dudley ;  upon  which  most  of  the 
parties  were  released,  and  sir  Robert  Cotton  had  his  library 
restored  to  him  soon  after.  » 

The  other  works  of  sir  Robert  Cotton,  not  already  men- 
tioned, are,    1.  *'  A  relation  of  the  proceedings  against 
Ambassadors,   who  have  miscarried  themselves,   and  ex« 
ceeded  their  commission.'*  ,"  2.  That  the  sovereign's  per- 
son is  required  in  the  great  councils  or  assemblies  of  the 
states,  as  well  at  the  consultations  as  at  the  conclusions.'* 
3.  ^^  The  argument  made  by  the  command  of  the  house  of 
commons,  out  of  the  acts  of  parliament  and  authority  of 
law  expounding  the  same,  at  a  conference  of  the  lords,  con* 
cerning  the  liberty  of  the  person  of  every  freeman.**    4. 
*^  A  brief  discourse  concerning  the  power  of  the  peers  and 
commons  of  parliament  in  point  of  judicature.'*     These 
four  are  printed  in  "  Cottoni  Posthuma."     5.  "  A  short 
view  of  the  long  life  and  reign  of  Henry  III.  king  of  Eng- 
land," written  in  1614,  and  presented  to  king  James  L 
printed  in   1627,  4to,  and  reprinted  in   "  Cottoni  Post- 
huma."    6.  ^^  Money  raised  by  the  king  without  parlia- 
ment, from  the  conquest  until  this  day,  either  by  imposi- 
tion or  free  gift,  taken  out  of  records  or  ancient  registers,'* 
printed  in  the  '^  Royal  treasury  of  England,  or  general  his- 
tory of  taxes,  by  captain  J.  Stevens,"  8vo.     7.  "  A  narra- 
tive of  count  Gondomar's  transactions  during  his  embassy 
in  England,"  London,   1659,  4to.     8.  "  Of  antiquity,  ety- 
mology, and  privileges  of  castles.'*    9.  "  Of  towns.**     10. 
"  Of  the  measures  of  Land."     11.  "Of  the  antiquity  of 
Coats  of  Arms."  All  printed  in  Hearne's  Discourses,  p.  166, 
174,   178^   182.     He  wrote  books  upon  several  other  sub- 
jects, that  remain  still  in  MS.  namely.  Of  scutage;  of  en- 
closures, and  converting  arable 'laud  into  pasture  ;  of  the 
antiquity^,  authority,  and  office  of  the  high  steward  and 
marshal  of  England ;  of  curious  collections ;   of  military 
affairs;  of  trade;  collections  out  of  the   rolls  of  parlia- 
ment,  different  from  those  that  were  printed   under   his 
name,  in    1657,   by  William  Prynne,  esq.     He   likewise 
made  collections  foy  the  history  and  antiquities  of  Hunting- 
doasbire ;  and  had  formed  a  design  of  writing  an  account 
of  thp  state  of  Christianity  in  these  islands,  from  the  first 
reception  pf  it  h^re  %o  the  reformation.     The  first  part  of 
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this  design  was  executed  by  abp.  Usher,  in  his  book  "  DeJ 
Britannicarum  ecclesiarum  primordiis/*  composed  probably 
at  the  request  of  sir  Robert  Cotton,  who  left  eight  volumes 
of  collections  for  the  continuation  of  that  work.  Two  of 
sir  Robert's  speeches  are  printed  in  the  Parliamentary  His- 
tory. A  "  Treatise  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,'*  in  MS.  by 
sir  Robert  Cotton,  is  often  cited  in  disputes  concerning 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery^  and  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  as  a  MS.  in  lord  Somers's 
library.  A  copy  of  it,  however,  is  in  Mr.  Hargfave's  Col- 
lection of  Law  MSS.  The  "  Cottoni  Posthuma,"  so  often 
mentioned  above,  was  published  by  James  Howell,  fol. 
1651,  1672,  and  1679.  The  first  of  these  editions  con- 
tains a  life  of  Henry  HI.  omitted  in  the  subsequent  edi- 
tions. Mr.  Petyt,  however,  terms  this  a  fictitious  work 
(Petyt's  MS.  vol.  H.  p.  281.),  yet  it  contains  several  va- 
luable and  curious  particulars. 

But,  without  intending  to  derogate  from  the  just  merits 
of  this  learned  and  knowing  man  as  an  author,  it  may  rea- 
sonably be  questioned,  whether  he  has  not  done  tnore  ser« 
vice  to  learning  by  securing,  as  he  did,  his  valuable  library 
for  the  use  of  posterity,  than  by  all  his  writings.  This 
library  consists  wholly  of  MSS.  many  of  which  being  in 
loose  skins,  small  tracts,  or  very  thin  volumes,  when  they 
were  purchased,  sir  Robert  caused  several  of  them  to  be 
bound  up  in  one  cover.  They  relate  chiefly  to  the  history 
and  antiquities  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  though  the 
ingenious  collector  refused  nothing  that  was  curious  or 
valuable  in  any  point  of  learning.  He  lived  indeed  at  a 
time  when  be  had  great  opportunities  of  making  such  a  fine 
collection  :  when  there  were  many  valuable  books  yet  re- 
maining in  private  hands,  which  had  been  taken  from  the 
monasteries  at  their  dissolution,  and  from  our  universities 
and  colleges,  at  their  visitations  :  when  several  learned  an- 
tiquaries, such  as  Joceline,  Noel,  Allen,  Lambarde,  Bow- 
yer,  Elsinge,  Camden,  and  others,  died,  who  bad  made  it 
their  chief  business  to  scrape  up  the  scattered  remains  of 
our  monastical  libraries  :  and,  either  by  legacy  or  purchase, 
be  became  possessed  of  all  he  thought  valuable  in  their 
{Studies.  This  library  was  placed  in  his  own  bouse  at 
Westminster,  near  the  house  of  commons ;  and  very  riuich 
augmented  by  his  son  sir  Thomas  Cotton,  and  his  grand- 
son sir  John  (who  died  in  1702,  aged  71).     In  1700  an  act 
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of  parliameDt  was  made  for  the  better  securing  and  pre^ 
serving  that  library  in  the  name  and  family  of  the  Cottons, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public ;  that  it  might  not  be  sold,  or 
otht-rwise  disposed  of  and  embezzled.  Sir  John,  great 
grandson  of  sir  Robert,  having  sold  Cotton-house  to  queen 
Anne,  about  i  706,  to  be  a  repository  for  the  royal  as  well 
as  the  Cottonian  library,  an  act  was  made  for  the  better 
securing  of  her  Majesty's  purchase  of  that  house ,  and  both 
bouse  and  library  were  settled  and  vested  in  trustees.  The 
books  were  then  removed  into  a  more  convenient  room,  the 
former  being  very  damp ;  and  Cotton-houie  was  set  apart 
for  the  use  of  the  king's  library- keeper,  who  had  there  the 
royal  and  Cottonian  libraries  under  his  care.  lu  1712  the 
Cottonian  library  was  removed  to  Essex  house,  in  Essex- 
street;  and  in  1730  to  a  house  in  Little  Dean' s-yard, 
Westminster,  purchased  by  the  crown  of  the  lord  Ash* 
burnham;  where  a  fire  happening,  Oct  23,  1731,  HI 
books  were  lost,  burnt,  or  entirely  defaced,  and  99  ren- 
dered imperfect.  It  was  thereupon  removed  to  the  Old 
Dormitory  belonging  to  Westminster-scbool ;  and  finally, 
m  1753,  to  the  British  Museum,  where  they  still  remain. 

It  is  almost  incredible  how  much  we  are  indebted  to  this 
library  for  what  we  know  of  our  own  country  :  witness  the 
works  of  sir  H.  Spelman,  sir  W.  Dugdale,  the  *<  Decern 
Scriptores,"  dean  Gale,  Burnet's  History  of  the  Reforma-» 
tion,  Strype's  works,  Rymer's  Fppdera,  several  pieces  pub- 
lished by  Hearne,  and  almost  every  book  that  has  appeared 
*  since*,  relating  to  the  history  and  antiquities  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Nor  was  sir  Robert  Cotton  less  com- 
municative of  bis  library  and  other  collections  in  his  life- 
time. Speed's  History  of  England  is  said  to  owe  most  of 
its  value  and  ornaments  to  it;  and  Camden  acknowledges, 
that  he  received  the  coins  in  the  Britannia  from  this  col-* 
lection.  To  KnoUes,  author  of  the  "Turkish  History," 
he  communicated  authentic  letters  of  the  masters  of  the 
knights  of  Rhodes,  and  the  dispatches  of  Edward  Barton, 
ambassador  from  queen  Elizabeth  to  the  Porte ;  to  sir  Wal- 
ter Raleigb,  books  and  materials  for  the  second  volume  of 
his  history,  never  published  ;  and  the  same  to  sir  F.  Bacon, 
lord  Verulam,  for  his  History  of  Henry  VII.  Selden  was 
highly  indebted  to  the  books  and  instructions  of  sir  Robert 
Cotton,  as  he  thankfully  acknowledges  in  more  places 
than  one.    In  a  word,  this  great  and  worthy  man  was  the 
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generous  patron  of  all  lovers  of  antiquities,  and  his'  house 
and  library  were  always  open  to  ingenious  and  inquisitive 
persons, 

Sach  a  man,  we  may  imagine,  must  have  had  many 
friends  and  acquaintance  :  and  indeed  he  was  not  only  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  virtuosi  and  learned  in  his  own  coun- 
try, but  with  many  also  of  high  reputation  abroad;  as 
Gruterus,  Sweertius,  Duchesne,  Bourdelot,  Puteanus, 
Peiresk,  &c. 

He  died  of  a  fever,  at  his  house  iii  Westminster,  May  6, 
1631,  aged  60  years,  three  months,  and  15  days.  He  mar* 
ried  Elizabeth,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Wil- 
liam Brocas,  of  Tbedingworth  in  the  county  of  Leicester, 
esq.  by  whom  he  left  one  only  son,  sir  Thomas  the  second 
baronet,  who  died  1662,  and  was  succeeded  by  sir  John 
the  third,  and  he,  1702,  by  his  sou  John,  who  died  in  the 
life«time  of  his  father,  1681,  leaving  two  sons,  of  whom 
the  elder,  John,  succeeded  his  grandfather,  and  died  with- 
out issue  1731.  The  title  and  part  of  the  estate  went  to 
bis  uncle  Robert,  by  whose  death,  at  the  age  of  80, 
July  12,  1749,  the  title  became  extinct.  He  had  one  son, 
John,  who  died  before  his  father ;  and  one  grandsop,  John, 
who  died  of  the  small-poz,  on  his  return  from  his  travels, 
in  1739.* 

COVEL  (Dr.  John),  a  very  learned  English  divine,  was 
born  at  Horningsheatb  in  Suffolk,  in  1638,  and  educated 
in  classical  learning  in  t^e  school  of  St:  Edmund's  Bury. 
March  31,  1654,  he  was  admitted  of  Christ's  college,  in 
Cambridge;  of  which,  after  taking  his  degrees  in  arts,  he 
was  elected  fellow.  Some  time  after  he  went  into  orders, 
^nd  in  1670  went  as  chaplain  to  sir  Daniel  Harvey,  am- 
bassador from  Charles  H.  to  the  Porte ;  where  he  served, 
in  that  quality,  both  him  and  his  successor,  sir  John  Finch, 
for  the  space  of  seven  years.  Upon  his  return  to  England 
in  1679,  he  was  created  D.  D.  and  the  same  year  chosen 
}ady  Margaret's  preacher  in  the  university  of  Cambridge. 
March  15,  1680,  he  had  institution  to  the  sinecure  rectory 
of  Littlebury  in  Essex,  to  which  he  was  presented  by  Gun-ir 
ping,  bishop  of  Ely.  In  1681  he  got  the  college  living  oi 
Kegworth  in  Leicestershire,  and  was  also  made  one  of  the 

*  Biog.  Brit. — ^Preface  to  the  Cottonian  Catalogae,  pablished  X802,  folio;  and 
Life  prefixed  to  Dr.  Smith's  Catalogue,  Oxford,  1696,  fbl. — Nichols's  Leicester- 
shire; History  of  Hinckley;  Life  of  9owyer;  and  Gei|t.  Mag.  1767,^-Bridg- 
jauk^g  L^gal  Biblipgraphy. 
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cbaplsins  to  the  Princess  of  Orange,  afterwards  queen 
Mary,  and  on  that  account  resided  at  that  court,  till, 
for  some  cause  or  other,  which  he  never  would  mention  to 
hu  most  intimate  friends,  he  was  dismissed  his  attendance 
at  three  hours  warning,  and  came  over  to  England.  On 
Nov.  9,  1687,  he  was  installed  into  the  chancellorship  of 
York,  cbnferred  upon  him  by  the  king  during  the  vacancy 
of  that  see.  July  7,  1688,  he  was  elected  master  of 
Christ's  college,  in  Cambridge,  and  the  same  year  he  was 
made  vice7chancellor  of  the  university.  In  October,  1689, 
king  William  being  at  Newmarket,  came  to  Cambridge ; 
and  it  being  commonly  known  that  Dr.  Covel  was  in  dis- 
grace with  his  Majesty,  it  was  asked  his  Majesty  whether 
he  would  be  pleased  to  see  the  vice-chancellor ;  to  which 
he  replied,  that  he  knew  how  to  distinguish  Dr.  Covel  from 
the  vice-chancellor  of  Cambridge ;  and  it  was  remarked, 
that  the  royal  visitor  was  more  than  usually  gracious  and 
affable  with  him.  In  1708  he  again  served  the  office 
of  vice-chancellor;  and  in  1722,  just  before  his  death, 
published  bis  account  of  the  Greek  church. 

At  length,  after  having  led  a  kind  of  itinerant  life,  as  he 
himself  informs  us,  at  Yoi^,  in  Holland,  and  elsewhere, 
he  arrived  at  bis  long  journey's  end  Dec.  19,  1722,  in  bis 
85th  year,  and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  Christ's  college, 
where  there  is  an  epitaph  to  his  memory.  He  gave  a  bene- 
faction of  3/.  a  year  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Littlebury 
above  mentioned.  Mr.  Thomas  Baker,  who  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  him,  says  that  he  was  a  person  noted  for  po- 
lite and  curious  learning,  singular  humanity,  and  knowledge 
of  the  world. 

*  As  the  famous  dispute  between  M.  Amauld,  of  the  Sor- 
bonne,  and  M.  Claude,  minister  at  Charenton,  concerning 
the  faith  of  the  Greek  church  in  the  article  of  the  real  pre- 
sence, was  then  in  its  full  height,  which  much  interested 
learned  men  of  all  denominations  in  Europe,  and  parti- 
cularly the  English  clergy.  Dr.  Covel  was  desired,  by  some 
of  the  principal  persons  of  the  university  of  Cambridge, 
particularly  the  doctors  (afterwards  bishops)  Gunning, 
Pearson,  and  Sancroft,  to  inquire  into  this  matter  at  Con- 
stantinople. When  he  arrived  there,  the  controversy  was 
handled  with  great  warmth  by  the  Roman  Catholic  par^, 
at  the  head  of  which  was  the  marquis  de  Nointel,  ambas- 
sador from  the  king  of  France  at  the  Porte,  a  man  of  great 
learning;  but  Dr.  Covel's  disputes  with  him  were  eon^ 
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ducted  rather  in  an  iamicable  manner,  Nointel  being  a  man 
of  a  liberal  mind.  Dr.  Covel  remained  here,  as  we  have 
already  noticed,  for  the  space  of  seven  years,  during  which 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  informing  himself  well  of  the  an* 
cient  and  present  state  of  the  Greek  church ;  and  having 
collected  several  observations  and  notices  relating  thereto, 
digested  them  afterwards  into  a  curious  and  useful  bookj 
entitled  *^  Some  account  of  the  present  Greek  church,  with 
reflections  on  their  present  doctrine  and  discipline,  par* 
ticularly  in  the  Eucharist,''  &c.  Cambridge,  1722,  folio. 
In  the  preface  he  informs  us,  that  Arnauld,  not  content  to 
say  that  the  church  in  all  ages  believed  transubstantiation, 
did  also  positively  aiBrm,  that  all  the  eastern  churches  do 
at  this  very  day  believe  it,  in  the  same  sense  as  it  was  de- 
fined by  the  council  of  Trent.  Claude,  in  ansjwer  to  him^ 
brought  most  Authentic  proofs  of  the  contrary;  upon  which 
Arnauld  set  all  the  missionaries  of  the  East  at  work  to 
procure  testimonies  for  him :  these,  by  bribes  and  other 
indirect  means,  they,  obtained  in  such  numbers,  that  there 
was  soon-after  a  large  quarto  in  French,  printed  at  Paris,  full 
of  the  names  of  patriarchs,  bishops,  and  doctors  of  those 
churches,  who  all  approved  the  Roman  doctrine.  But  Claude, 
having  had  most  certain  information,  by  means  of  a, French 
gentleman  at  Colchis,  that  some  of  those  testimonies  were 
mere  fictions,' and  others  quite  different  from  what  they 
were  represented,  sent  some  queries  into  the  East,  and  de- 
sired the  English  clergymen  residing  there  to  inquire  of 
the  Greeks^  and  other  eastern  Christians  of  the  best  note, 
who  had  no  connections  with  the  Romanists,  ^^  Whether 
transubstantiation,  or  the  real  and  natural  change  of  the 
whole  substance  of  the  bread  into  the  same  numerical  sub- 
stance as  the  body  of  Christ,  which  is  in  heaven,  be  an 
article  of  faith  amongst  them,  and  the  contrary  be  ac-» 
counted  heretical  and  impious?"  Dr.  Covel,  having  in* 
stituted  this  inquiry,  published  the  result  in  the  volume 
above  mentioned. 

It  has  been  objected  that  he  ought  to  have  published  his 
report  on  his  return,  when  public  curiosity  was  eager  for 
information ;  but  he  delayed  it,  for  whatever  reason,  until 
the  decline  of  life,  and  when  public  curiosity  had  much- 
abated.  It  is  thought  also  that  he  put  many  things  into  it^ 
transcribed  from  his  memoranda  on  the  spot,  which  be 
would  have  suppressed  had  he  undertaken  to  write  tiis  work 
sooner.    Of  his  general  accuracy,  however^  there  «an  b^ 
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no  doobt ;  and  as  be  had  made  use  of  several  curious^  and 
before  unknown,  MSS.  he  took  care,  for  the  reader^s  satis- 
faction, to  deposit  them  in  the  late  earl  of  Oxford's  library 
at  Wimple,  near  Cambridge ;  and  some  are  now  in .  the 
Harleian  collection,  in  the  British  Museum,  particularly 
five  MSS.  of  different  parts  of  the  New  Testament,  which 
were  collated  by  Mill.  The  1st  contains  the  four  Gospels ; 
the  second  is  a  manuscript  of  the  Acts,  Epistles,  and  Re- 
velation, written  in  the  year  1087  :  from  several  of  its  very 
extraordinary  readings,  it  appears  to  be  of  no  great  value : — 
the  3d  has  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  beginning  with  chap.  i. 
11.  with  all  the  Epistles,  and  was  supposed  by  Mill  to  be  500 
years  old :— -the  4th  contains  the  Acts  and  Epistles,  written 
in  a  modern  hand : — the  5th,  called  likewise  Sinaiticus,  be- 
cause Covel  brought  it  from  mount  Sinai,  contains  the 
Acts,  Epistles,  and  Revelation ;  but  it  has  been  injured, 
and  rendered  illegible  in  many  places,  by  the  damp,  which 
has  had  access  to  it.  It  begins  with  Acts  i.  20.  and  the 
last  lines  of  the  book  of  Revelation  are  wanting.  The 
first,  second,  and  fourth,  have  been  examined  by  Gries- 
bacb. 

.  With  respect  to  his  election  to  the  mastership  of  Christ's 
college,  we  are  told  that  the  society  elected  him  imme- 
diately on  the  death  of  Dr.  Cudworth,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
mandate  taking  place,  which  they  heard  had  been  obtained 
of  king  James ;  and  when  the  king  was  told  whom  they 
had  chosen,  he  assented  to  their  choice.  But  it  is  thought, 
that  if  the  election  had  been  more  free.  Dr.  Covel  would 
not  have  been  successful.  * 

COVENTRY  (Francis),  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Co- 
ventry, esq.  by  Anna  Maria  Brown,  was  born  in  Cambridge- 
shire, and  educated  at  Magdalen  college,  Cambridge, 
where  he  took  his  bachelor's  degree  in  1748,  and  his  mas- 
ter's in  1752.  He  was  a  young  man  of  very  considerable 
talents,  and  would  probably  have  been  more  distinguished 
for  polite  literature,  had  he  not  been  cut  off  in  the  prime 
of  life  by  the  small  pox,  in  1759,  soon  after  he  bad  been 
presented  by  his  relation,  the  earl  of  Coventry,  to  the  do- 
native or  perpetual  curacy  of  Edgware.  He  published 
*•  Penshurst,"  an  elegant  poem,  1750,  reprinted  in  Dods- 
ley's  collection,  with  a  poetical  epistle  to  **  The  hon. 
Wilmot  Vaughan  in  Wales.'*     He  was  also  the  author  of 
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a  paper  in  the  <^  World/'  on  the  absurdities  of  modem 
gardening ;  and  of  the  well-known  satirical  romance  of 
"  Pompey  the  Little,"  1751.  Mr.  Gray  told  Mr.  WaW 
pole,  ,in  a  letter  of  that  date,  "  Pompey  is  the  hasty  prp-» 
duction  of  Mr.  Coventry  (cousin  to  him  you  know),  a  young 
clergyman.  I  found  it  out  by  three  characters,  which 
made  part  of  a  comedy  that  he  shewed  me,  of  his  own 
writing."  -This  cousin  was  Henry  Coventry,  author  of  the 
**  Letters  of  Philemon  to  Hydaspes,"  and  who  was  one  of 
the  writers  of  the  ^^  Athenian  Letters.'*  He  was  a  fellow 
of  Magdalen  college ;  once,  we  are  told,  a  religious  enthu* 
siast,  and  afterwards  an  infidel.    He  died  Dec.  29,  1752.^ 

COVENTRY  (Thomas),  lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal 
of  England  in  the  reign  of  kiug  Charles  I.  was  son  of 
Thomas  Coventry,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  court  of  corn-* 
mon  pleas.     He  was  born  at  Croome  d'Abitot  in  Worces- 
tershire  in  1578;  and  at  fourteen  years  of  age  became  a 
gentleman  commoner  in  Baliol  college  in  the  university  of 
Oxford ;  where,  having  continued  about  three  years,  he 
was  removed  to  the  Inner  Temple  in  order  to  pursue  his 
father's  steps  in  the  study  of  the  common  law.     In  1616 
he  was  chosen  autumn  reader  of  that  society;  on  the  17th 
of  November  the  same  year  appointed  recorder  of  the  city 
of  London ;  and  on  the  14th  of  March  following,  solicitor- 
general,  and  received  the  honour  of  knighthood  two  days 
after  at  Theobalds.     January  14th,  1620-1,  he  was  made 
attorney-general;   and  thence  advanced  to  the  ofBce  of 
lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal  of  England  by  king  Charles  L 
on  the  1st  of  November,  1625  ;  and  on  the  10th  of  April, 
1628,  dignified  with  the  degree  of  a  baron  of  this  realm, 
by  the  title  of  lord  Coventry,  of  Aylesborough  in  the  county 
of  Worcester. 

He  died  at  Durham-house  in  the  Strand  on  the  14tb 
of  January,  1639-40,  and  was  interred  in  the  church  of 
Croome  d'Abitot  on  the  1st  of  March  following,  after  he 
had  continued  in  his  post  of  lord-keeper  with  an  universal 
reputation  for  his  exact  administration  of  justice,  for  the 
space  of  about  sixteen  years ;  which  was  another  importsfnt 
circumstance  of  his  felicity,  that  great  office  being  of  a 
tenure  so  precarious,  that  no  man  had  died  in  it  before 
for  near  the  space  of  forty  years;  nor  had  his  successors 
for  some  time  after  him  much  better  fortune.     And  he 
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himself  had  made  use  of  all  his  strength  to  preserve  him« 
self  from  falling  by  two  attacks ;  the  one  by  the  earl  Port* 
land,  lord  high  treasurer  of  England ;  the  other  by  the 
marquis  of  Hamilton,  who  had  the  greatest  power  over  the 
affections  of  the  king  of  any  man  of  that  time.     White* 
locke  indeed  tells  us,  that  he  was  of  *^  no  transcendant 
parts  or  fame;'*    and  sir  Anthony  Weldon,   an  author, 
whose  very  manner  of  writing  weakens  the  authority  of 
whatever  he  advances,  asserts,  that  if  his  actions  had  been 
scanned  by  a  parliament,  he  had  been  found  as  foul  a  man 
as  ever  lived.     But  our  other  historians  represent  him  in  a 
much  more  advantageous  light.     Mr.  Lloyd  observes,  that 
he  had  a  venerable  aspect,  but  was  neither  haughty  nor 
ostentatious;    that  in   the  administration   of  justice,    he 
escaped  even  the  least  reproach  or  suspicion ;    that  he 
served  the  king  most  faithfully ;  and  the  more  faithfully, 
because  he  was  a  zealous  opposer  of  all  counsels  which 
were  prejudicial  to  his  nliajesty,  and  highly  disliked  those 
persons  who  laboured   to  stretch  the   prerogative.     But 
lord  Clarendon's  character  of  him  seems  entitled  to  higher 
respect,  not  only  as  a  faithful  portrait,  but  a  useful  lesson. 
*^  He  was,"  says  that  noble  writer,  *^  a  man  of  wonderful 
gravity  and  wisdom;  and  not  only  understood  the  whole 
science  and  mystery  of  the  law,  at  least  equally  with  any 
man  who  had  ever  sat  in  his  post,  but  bad  likewise  a  clear 
conception  of  the  whole  policy  of  the  government  both  of 
church  and  state ;  which,   by  the  unskilfulness  of  some 
welUmeanilig  men,  jostled  each  other  too  much.    He  kuew 
the  temper,  disposition,  and  genius  of  the  kingdom  most 
exactly ;  saw  their  spirits  grow  every  day  more  sturdy, 
inquisitive,  and  impatient ;    and  therefore  naturally  ab* 
horred  all  innovations,  which  he  foresaw  would  produce 
ruinous  effects.     Yet  many,  who    stood    at    a  distance, 
thought  he  was  not  active  and  stout  enough  in  opposing 
those  innovations.    For  though  by  his  place  be  presided  in 
all  public  councils,  and  was  most  sharp-sighted  in  the  con- 
sequence of  things,  yet  he  was  seldom  known  to  speak  in 
matters  of  state,  which  he  well  knew  were,  for  the  most 
part,  concluded  before  they  were  brought  to  that  public 
agitation  ;  never  in  foreign  affairs,  which  the  vigour  of  his 
judgment  could   well  have  comprehended;    nor  indeed 
freely  in   any  thing,  but  what  immediately   and  plainly 
concerned  the  justice  of  the  kingdom ;   and  in  that,  ^s 
much  as  he  could,  he  prpcuted  references  to  the  judges. 
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Though  in  his  nature  he  had  not  ouly  a  firm  gravity,  but  k 
severity^  and  even  some  moroseness ;  yet  it  was  so  hap* 
pily  tempered,  and  his  courtesy  and  afFability  towards  ali 
men  so  transcendent,  and  so  much  without  affectation, 
that  it  marvellously  recommended  him  to  men  of  all  de* 
grees ;  and  he  was  looked  upon  as  an  excellent  courtier, 
without  receding  from  the  natural  siitiplicity  of  his  own  ' 
manners.  He  had  in  the  plain  way  of  speaking  and  de* 
livery,  without  much  ornament  of  elocution,  a  strange 
power  of 'making  himself  believed  (the  only  justifiable  de- 
sign of  eloquence)  so  that  though  he  used  very  frankly  to 
deny,  and  would  never  suffer  any  man  to  depart  from  him 
with  an  opinion  that  he  was  inclined  to  gratify,  when  iu 
truth  he  was  not ;  holding  that  dissimulation  to  be  the  worst 
of  lying :  yet  the  manner  of  it  was  so  gentle  and  obliging, 
and  his  condescension  such,  to  inform  the  persons  whom 
he  could  not  satisfy,  that  few  departed  from  him  with  ill-- 
will and  ill-wishes.  • 

'*  But  then  this  happy  temper,  and  those  good  faculties, 
rather  preserved  him  from  having  many  enemies,  and  sup- 
plied him  with  some  well-wishers,  than  furnished  him  with 
any  fast  and  unshaken  friends,  who  are  always  procured  in 
courts  by  more  ardour  and  more  vehement  professions  and 
applications  than  be  would  suffer  himself  to  be  entangled 
with  :  SQ  that  h^  was  a  man  rather  exceedingly  liked,  than 
passionately  loved  ;  insomuch  that  it  never  appeared  that 
he  had  any  one  friend  in  the  court  of  quality  enopgh  to  . 
prevent  or  divert  any  disadvantage  he  might  be  exposed 
to.  And  therefore  it  is  no  wonder,  nor  to  be  imputed  to 
him,  that  he  retired  within  himself  as  much  as  he  could  ; 
and  stood  upon  his  defence,  without  makiug  desperate  sal- 
lies against  growing  mischiefs;  which,  he  knew  well,  he 
had  no  power  to  hinder,  and  which  might  probably  begin 
in  his  own  ruin.  To  conclude,  bis  security  consisted  very 
much  in  bis  having  but  little  credit  with  the  king  ;  and  he 
died  in  a  season  the  most  opportune  in  which  a  wise  man 
would  have  prayed  to  have  finished  his  course,  and  which, 
in  truth,  crowned  his  other  signal  prosperity  in  the  world.'* 

Wood  says  the  lord  keeper  Coventry  has  extant  *'  An 
Answer  to  the  Petition  against  Recusants,"  and  **  Perfect 
and  exact  directions  to  all  those  that  desire  to  know  the 
true  and  just  Fees  of  all  the  offices  belonging  to  the  court 
of  Common  Pleas,  Chancery,  &c.'*  Lond.  8vo,  Wood 
has  also  recorded  nine  different  speeches  by  his  lordshifT 
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in  1625,  1626,  1627,  and  1628.  Others  occnr  among  the 
Harleian  MSS.  In  No.  2207  are  **  Ordinances  made  by 
the  lord-keeper  Coventry  (with  the  advice  and  assistance 
of  sir  JufiuB  Cssar,  &c.)  for  the  redresse  of  sundry  errours, 
defaoksi  and  abuses  in  the  High  Courte  of  Chancerye;"  and 
in  No.  2305  is  what  bears  the  title  of  ''  The  lord-keeper'a 
Paraphrase  of  the  king's  speech.  Mar.  17,  1627/'  but  it 
seems  rather  to  be  the  chancellor's  address  gn  the  first  day 
of  meeting  of  a  new  parliament,  before  the  house  of  com* 
mons  has  elected  a  speaker. ' 

COVENTRY  (William),  youngest  son  of  the  prece* 
ding,  was  born  in  1626,  and  in  1642  became  a  gentleman-* 
commoner  of  Queen's  college  in  Oxford  ;  and  after  he  had 
continued  there  some  time,  he  travelled  on  the  continent, 
and  at  his  return,  adhering  to  Charles  II.  was  made  se-* 
cretary  to  the  duke  of  York,  also  secretary  to  the  ad*' 
miralty ;  and  elected  a  burgess  for  the  town  of  Great  Yar- 
mouth in  Norfolk,  in  the  parliament  which  met  at  West* 
minster.  May  8,  1661  ;  and  also  to  that  which  was  sum- 
moned in  167S.  In  1663  he  was  created  doctor  of  the  civil 
law  at  the  university  of  Oxford.  He  was  sworn  of  the 
privy^council,  and  received  the  honour  of  knighthood  June 
26f  1665,  and  was  made  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
treasury  on  May  24,  1667  ;  being,  as  bishop  Burnet  relates, 
^^  a  man  of  great  notions  and  eminent  virtues ;  the  best 
speaker  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  capable  of  bearing 
the  chief  ministry,  as  it  was  once  thought  he  was  very 
near  it,  and  deserved  it  more  than  all  the  rest  did."  Yet, 
as  he  was  too  honest  to  engage  in  the  designs  of  that  reign, 
and  quarrelled  with  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  a  challenge 
passed  between  them  ;  upon  which  he  was  forbid  the  court, 
and  retired  to  Minster-Lovel,  near^  Whitney,  in  Oxford- 
shire, where  he  gave  himself  up  to  a  religious  and  private 
course  of  life,  without  accepting  of  any  employment, 
though  he  was  afterwards  offered  more  thain  once  the  best 
posts  in  the  court  He  died  June  23,  1686,  untnarried,  at 
Somerhill,  near  Tunbridge-wells,  in  Kent  (where  he  had 
went  for  the  benefit  of  the  waters,  being  afflicted  with  the 
gout  in  the  stomach)  and  was  buried  at  Penshurst,  in  the 
same  county,  under  a  monument  erected  to  his  memory. 
By  his  last  will  he  gave  2000/.  for  the  relief  of  the  French 
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pretestants  tben  lately  come  into  England,  and  banished 
their  country  for  the  sake  of  th^r  religion ;  and  3000/.  for 
the  redemption  of  daptiites  from  Algiers. 

Sir  William  Coventry  wrote,  1.  "England's  Appeal  from 
the  private  Cabal  at  Whitehall  to  the  great  Council  of  the 
nation,  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  parliament  assembled,'* 
Lond.  1673,  4to.  2.  "  Letter  written  to  Dr:  Gilbert  Bur- 
uet,  giving  an  account  of  cardinal  Pole's  secret  powers, 
&c."  respecting  the  alienation  of  the  abbey  lands,  ibid« 
1685,  4to.  rS.  "  The  Character  of  a  Trimmer,"  ibid.  1689, 
2d  edition,  with  his  name,  which  did  not  appear  to  the 
first.  * 

COVERDALE  (Miles),  the  pious  and  learned  bishop 
of  Exeter  in  the  reign  of  E^lward  VI.  wad  bom  in  York- 
shire in  1487,  as  appears  by  his  age  on  his  epitaph.  He 
was  educated  at  Cambridge,  in  the  house  of  the  Augustine 
friars,  of  which  Dr.  Barnes,  afterwards  one  of  the  pro-* 
testant  martyrs,  was  then  prior.  One  •of  his  name  took 
the  degree  of  bachelor  of  law  in  1530,  but  Lewis  thinks 
thismost  have  been  too  late  for  the  subject  of  the  present 
article;  yet  it  is  i>ot  improbable  it  was  the  same,  as  he 
appears  to  have  been  in  Cambridge  at  that  time.  He  af- 
terwards, according  to  Godwin,  who  does  not  furnish  the 
date,  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  from  the  university  of 
Tubingen,  and  was,  though  late  in  lifef,  admitted  tul  eun-' 
dem  at  Cambridge.  Being  in  his  early  years*  attached  to 
the  religion  in  which  he  was  brought  up,  he  became  an 
A«gustine  monk.  In  1514  he  entered  into  holy  orders, 
being  ordained  at  Norwich ;  but  afterwards  changing  his 
religious  opinions.  Bale  says  he  was  one  of  the  first,  who^ 
together  with  Dr.  Robert  Barnes,  his  quondam  prior,  taught 
the  purity  of  the  gospel^  and  dedicated  himself*  wholly  to 
the  service  of  the  reformation.  About  t\m  time,  probably 
1530,  or  1531,  the  reformed  religion  began  to  dawn  at 
Cambridge.  Various  eminent  men,  not  only  in  the  coU 
leges,  but  monasteries,  began  to  assemble  for  conference 
on  those  points  which  had  been  discussed  by  the  reformers 
abroad,'  and  their  usual  place  of  meeting  was  a  house 
called  the  White  Horse,  which  their  enemies  nicknamed 
iGermany,  in  allusion  to  what  was  passing  in  that  country ; 
tind  this  bouse  being  contiguous  to  King's,  Queen's^  and 
St.  John's  colleges^  many  members  of  each  could  have 
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access  unobserved*    Among  t)ie  names  on  record  of  these 
early  converts  to  protestantism^  we  find  that  of  CoTerdale. 
In  1532  he  appears  to  have  been  abroad^  and  assisted  Tyn* 
dale  in  his  translation  of  the  Bible,  and  in  1535  his  own 
translation  of  the  Bible  appeared,  with  a  dedication  by 
him  to  king  Henry  VIIL  It  formed  a  folio  volume,  printed, 
as  Humphrey  Wanlfcy  thought,  from  the  appearance  of 
the  types,  at  Zurich,  by  Christopher  Frosohover     If  so, 
Coverdale  must  have  resided  there  while  it  passed  through 
the  press,  as  his  attention  to  it  was  unremitting.     He  thus 
had  the  houour  of  editing  the  first  English  Bible  allowed 
by  royal  authority,  aud  the  first  translation  of  the  whole 
Bible  printed  in  our  language.     It  was  called  a  special 
translation,  because  it  was  different  from  the  former  £ng^ 
lish  translations,  as  Lewis  shews  by  comparing  itwithTyn- 
dale's;  and  the  psalms  in  it  are  those  now  used  in  the  Book 
of  Common  Prayer.     In  1538  a  quarto  New  Testament,  in 
the  Vulgate  Latin,  and  in  Coverdale^s  English,  though  it 
bore  the  name  of  Hollybushe,  was  printed  with  the  king's 
licence,  and  has  a  dedication  by  Coverdale,  in  which  he 
says,  **  he  does  not  doubt  but  such  ignorant  bodies  as^ 
having  cure  of  souls,  are  very  unlearned  in  the  Latin 
tongue,  shall,  through  this  small  labour,  be  occasioned  to 
attain  unto  more  knowledge,  or  at  least  be  constrained  to 
say  well  of  the  thing  which  heretofore  they  have  blas- 
phemed*" 

About  the  end  of  this  year  we  find  Coverdale  again 
abroad  on  the  business  of  a  new  edition  of  the  Bible,  on 
which  occasion  an  event  happened  which  shewed  the  vi- 
gilance and  jealousy  of  the  Kpmanists  with  respect  to  ver- 
nacular translations.     Grafton,  the  celebrated  printer,  bad 
permission  from  Francis  I.  king  of  Fiunce,  at  the  request 
of  king  Henry  himself,  to  print  a  Bible  at  Paris,  on  ac-^ 
count  of  the  superior  skill  of  the  workmen,  and  the  com- 
parative goodness  and  cheapness  of  the  paper.     But,  not- 
withstanding the  royal  licence,  the  inquisition  interposed 
by  an  instrument  dated  Dec.  17,  1538.     The  French  prin- 
ters, their  English  employers,  and   our  Coverdale^  who 
was.  the  corrector  of  the  press,  were  summoned  by  the 
inquisitors ;  and  the  impression,  consisting  of  2500  copies, 
was  seized  and  condemned  to  the  flames.     But  the  avaricc[ 
of  the '  officer  who  superintended  the  burning  of  these 
.  '^  heretical  books,"  as  they  were  called,  induced  him  to 
sell  some  chests  of  them  to  a  haberdasher  for  the  purpose 
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of  wrapping  his  wares,  and  thus  some  copies  were  pre- 
serred.  The  English  proprietors,  who  fled  at  .tbe  alarm, 
returned  to  Paris  when  it  subsided ;  and  not  only  recovered 
some  of  those  copies  which  had  escaped  the  fire,  but 
brought  with  them  to  London  the  presses,  types,  and 
printers.  This  valuable  importation  enabled  Grafton  and 
Whitchurch  to  print  in  1539,  what  is  called  Cranmer's, 
or  the  ^^  Great  Bible,"  in  which  Coverdale  compared  the 
translation  with  the  Hebrew,  corrected  it  in  many  places, 
and  was  the  chief  overseer  of  the  work.  Dr.  Fulk,  who  wag 
one  of  Coverdale^s  hearers  when  he  preached  at  St.  PauPs 
Cross,  informs  us  that  he  took  an  opportunity  in  bis  ser- 
mon to  defend  his  translation  against  some  slanderous  re- 
ports then  raised  against  it,  confessing,  **  that  he  hinhself 
now  saw  some  faults,  which,  if  he  might  review  the  book 
once  again,  as  he  had  twice  before,  he  doubted  not  fae^ 
should  amend  :  but  for  any  heresy,  he  was  sure  that  there 
was  none  maintained  in  his  translation."  In  all  these  la- 
bours Coverdale  found  a  liberal  patron  in  Thomas  lord 
Cromwell. 

It  is  highly  probable  also. that  Coverdale  was  held  in 
estimation  for  piety  or  talents  at  court,  for  he  was  almoner 
to  queen  Catherine  Parr,  the  last  wife  of  Henry  VIII.  a 
lady  who  was  a  favourer  of  the  reformed  religion,  and  as 
such  he  officiated  at  her  funeral  in  Sept.  1548,  in  the 
chapel  at  Sudeley  castle  in  Gloucestershire,  the  seat  of 
her  third  husband,  Thomas,  lord  Seymour  of  Sudley ;  and 
took  that  opportunity  of  declaring  his  sentiments  on  reli- 
gion in  the  sermon  he  preached,  which,  says  our  manu- 
script authority,  ^^  was  very  good  and  godlie,  and  in  on^ 
place  thereof  he  toke  occasion  to  declare  unto  the  people 
bowe  that  there  shulde  none  there  thinke,  seye  nor  spread 
abrode,  that  the  offeringe  which  .was  there  don,  was  don 
anye  thing  to  profFytt  the  deade,  but  for  the  poore  onlye  ; 
and  also  the  lights  which  were  caried  and  stode  abowte 
the  corps,  were  for  the  honnour  of  the  parson,  and  for 
none  other  entente  nor  purpose,;  and.  so  wente  thorowghe 
with  his  Sermonde,  and  made  a  godlye  Prayer,  &c." 

In  1547  we  find  him  preaching  at  St.  Paul's  with  such 
effect  against  certain  anabaptists,  that  they  are  said  to  have 
recanted  their  opinions.  On  the  14th  of  August,  1551,  he 
succeeded  Dr.  John  Harman,  or  Yoysey,  in  the  see  of 
Exeter,  his  collocation,  with  licence  of  entry,  hearing  dat€{^ 
July  of  that  year,  and  it  .was  expressly  stated  that  king 
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Edward  VL  bad  promoted  him  ^'  on  account  of  his  es** 
traordinary  koowledge  in  divinity,  and  his  unblemished 
tharacter/^  When  lord  Russel  was  sent  down  to  quell  the 
rebellion  in  the  West  of  England  in  1549,  he  was  attended 
by  Coverdale  to  preach  among  tfaem,  and  it  was  probably 
the  influence  of  his  preaching  in  composing'  the  religions 
differences  in  that  quarter,  which  pointed  him  out  as  a  fit 
person  to  succeed  Harman,  a  bigotted  papist,  who  seldom 
resided,  and  took  little  care  of  bis  diocese,  and  to  whom, 
aome  time  before,  Coverdale  had  been  appointed  coadjutor, 
an  office  not  uncommon  in  those  days.  On  bis  appointment 
to  this  bishopric,  Coverdale  was  so  poor  as  to  be  unable  to 
pay  the  first  fruits^  which,  therefore,  the  king,  at  the  so- 
licitation of  archbishop  Cranmer,  excused.  In  the  same 
year  he  was  nominated  one  of  the  commissioners  for  com-» 
piling  a  new  body  of  ecclesiastical  laws,  a  favourite  object 
with  Cranmer,  which,  however,  did  not  then  take  effect. 

In  his  diocese  he  exerted  himself  to  promote  the  re- 
formed religion,  and  as  he  was  not  technically  versed  in 
civil  and  ecclesiastical  law,  which  he  wished  to  be  exe« 
ciited  with  justice  and  equity,  he  applied  to  the  university 
of  Oxford  for  a  competent  person  to  be  chancellor  of  his 
dioeese;  and  Dr.  Robert  Weston,  afterwards  lord  chan-^ 
eellor  in  Ireland^,  being  recommended,  he  invested  him 
with  full  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  allowing  him  not  only 
all  the  fees  t)f  office,  but  a  house  for  him  and  his  family, 
with  proper  attendants,  and  a  salary  of  40/.  per  annum. 
Y^t,  notwithstanding  the  integrity  of  his  chancellor's  con* 
duct»  and  his  own  endeavours  to  promote,  religion,  by 
]^reacbing  constantly  every  Sunday  and  holy  day,  and  by  a 
divinity  lecture  twice  a  week  in  one  or  other  of  the  churches 
of  Exeter,  and  notwithstanding  his  hospitality,  charity,  and 
liumility,  the  enemies  of  the  new  religion,  as  it  was  called, 
took  every  opportunity  to  thwart  his  endeavours,  and  to 
misrepresent  his  conduct,  all  which,  however,  during  the 
reign  of  Edward  VI.  gave  him  but  little  disturbance. 

On  the  accession  of  queen  Mary,  and  the  consequent 
re-^stablishment  of  popery,  he  was  ejected  from  the  see 
and  thrown  into  prison,  out  of  which  he  was  released  after 
two  years  confinement,  at  the  earnest  request  of  the  king 
of  Denmark.     Coverdale  and  Dr.  John  Machabseus,  chap^ 

*  Dr.  Weston  does  not  occur  in  I«e  Neve's  I^ist  of  CbaAC^onib  ^^^  tbetei  cap 
X  lie  no  doubt  of  tb«  fact, 
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.lain  to  that  monarch,  had  married  sisters^,  anditwa»at 
his  chaplain's  request  that  the  king  interposed,  h\x%  was 
obliged  to  send  two  or  three  letters  before  he  could  ao- 
complish  his  purpose.  By  one  of  these,  dated  April  2^, 
1554)  it  would  appear  that  Coverdjale  was  imprisoned,  in 
consequence  of  being  concerned  in  an  insurrection  against 
the  queen,  but  this  is  not  laid  to  his  charge  in  th^  queenis 
answer,  who  only  pretended  that  he  was  indebted  to  her 
concerning  his  bishopric.  As  the  first  fruits  had  beeu. for- 
given by  Edward  VI.  this  must  be  supposed  to  allude  to  bis 
tenths ;  and  Coverdale^s  plea,  as  appears  by  the  king  of 
Denmark's  second  letter,  was,  that  he  had  not  enjoyed  tbe 
bishopric  long  enough  to  be  enabled  to  pay  tbe  que<^. 
This  second  letter  bears  date  Sept.  24,  1554,  and,  accord- 
ing to  Strype,  the  queen's  grant  of  his  request  was  not 
given  till  Feb.  18,  1555.  Strype,  therefore,  from  bis  own 
evidence,  is  erroneous  in  his  assertion  that  in  1554  Covet- 
dale  was  preacher  to  a  congregation  of  exiled  protes^uats 
at  Wesel,  until  he  was  called  by  the  duke  of  Deux  Pouts, 
to  be  preacher  at  Bergzabem  f*  On  his  release,  which 
was  on  the  condition  of  banishing  himself,  he  repaired  to 
the  court  of  Denmark,  where  tbe  king  would  fain  hav« 
detained  him,  but  as  be  was  not  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  language  as  to  preach  in  Danish,  he  preferred  going  ta 
the  places  above  mentioned,  where  h^  could  preach  with 
facility  in  Dutch ;  and  there  and  at  Geneva  he  passed  his 
time,  partly  iii  teaching  and  partly  m  preaching.  He  also, 
while  here,  joined  some  other  English  exiles,  Goodman, 
Gilby,  Whittingham,  Sampson,  Cole,  &c.  in  that  trans- 
lation of  tbe  Bible  usually  called  the  ^'  Geneva trauslation;"* 
part  of  which,  tbe  New  Testament,  was  printed  at  Geneva, 
by  Conrad  Badius,  in  1557,  and  again  in  1560,  in  whidi 
last  year  the  whole  Bible  was  printed  in  the  same  place 
by  Rowland  Harte.  Of  this  translation,  which  had  ex- 
planatory notes,  and  therefore  was  much  used  in  private 
families,  there  were  above  thirty  editions  in  folio,  quarto, 
and  octavo,  mostly  printed  in  England  by  the  king's  and 
queen's  printers,  from  the  year  1560  to  1616.     On  the 

*  This  circumstance  seems  to  hare  shop  of  St.  David's,  Taylor,  Philpot, 

given  rise  to  the  assertion  in  some  his.  Bradford,  -Hooper,  and  otbcfrs,  mar- 

tories,    that  Coverdale  was    a  Dane,  tyrs,  drew  up  and  signed  a  confession 

Burnet,  who  ought  to  have  known  bet-  of  their  faith,   dated   May   8,    1554. 

ter^  says  he  was  a  foreigner.  This  is  another  proof  of  Strype^s  error 

f  During  his  confinement  he  was  on«  noticed  in  the  text. 
iOf  tbe  prisoners,  who,  with  Perrar,  bi« 
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accession  of  queen  Elizabetb,  he  returned  from  bis  exile, 
but|  unfortunately  for  the  church,  had  imbibed  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Geneva  reformers,  as  far  as  respected  the 
ecclesiastical  habits  and  ceremonies.     In  1559,  however, 
we  find  hijn  taking  his  turn  as  preacher  at  St.  Paul's  Cross, 
and  he  assisted  also  at  the  consecration  of  archbishop  Par- 
ker, in  which  ceremony,  although  he  perfonned  the  func- 
tions of  a  bishop,  he  wore  only  a  long  black  cloth  gown. 
This  avowed  non-compliance  with  the  habits  and  cere- 
'  monies  prevented  his  resuming  his  bishopric,  or  any  pre- 
ferment being  for  some  time  offered  to  him.     In  1563 
bishop  Grindal  recommended  him  to  the  bishopric  of  Llan- 
•  daff;  and  in  1564,  Coverdale  had  the  honour  to  admit  that 
prelate  to  his  doctor's  degree,  by  a  mandate  from  the  vice- 
"obaocellor  of  Cambridge,  a  proof  that  he  was  still  in  high 
estimation.     Grindal,  particularly,  bad  a  great  regard  for 
him,  and  was  very  uneasy  at  his  want  of  preferment.     On 
one  occasion  be  exclaimed,  ^^  I  cannot  excuse  us  bishops.^' 
He  also  applied  to  the  secretary  of  state,  *^  telling  him, 
that  surely  it  was  not  well  that  father  Coverdale,"  as  he 
styled  him,  '^  qui  ante  nos  omnes  fait  in  Cbristo,"  ^^  who 
was  in  Christ  before  us  all,"  should  be  now  in  his  age  with- 
out stay  of  living.^'     It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Grindal 
recommended  him  to  the  bishopric  of  UandafF,  as  already 
noticed,  but  it  is  supposed  Coverdale's  age  and  infirmities, 
ind  the  remains  of  the  plague,  from  which  he  had  just 
recovered,  made  him  decline  so  great  a  charge.     lu  lieu 
of  it,  however,  the  bisliop  collated  him  to  the  rectory  of 
St.  Magnus,  London   Bridge;   and  here  again   the   good 
man's  poverty  presented  an  obstruction,  as  appears  from 
some  affecting  letters  he  wrote  to  be  excused  from  the 
first  fruits,  amounting  to  60/.  which  he  was  utterly  inca- 
pable of  paying  :  one  of  these  betters,  in  which  he  men- 
tions his  age,  and  the  probability  of  not  enjoying  the  pi^- 
fermeht  long,  he  concludes  with  these  words:   ^*  If  poor 
old   Miles  might  be  thus  provided   for,  he  should  think 
this  enough  to  be  as  good  as  a  feast."     His  request  being 
granted,  he  entered  upon  his  charge,  and  preached  about 
two  years;  but  resigned   it  in  1566,  a  little   before   his 
death.     He  was  very  much  admired  by  the  puritans,  who 
flocked  to  him  in  great  numbers  while  he  officiated  at  St. 
Magnus's  church,  which  he  did  without  the  habits,  and 
when  he  had  resigned  it,  for  it  does  not  appear  that  he  was 
deprived  of  it,  as  Neal  asserts,  his  followers  were  obliged 
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to  send  to  his*  house  on  Saturdays,  to  know  where  they 
might  bear  him  the  next  day,  which  he  declined  answer- 
ing lest  lie  should  give  offence  to  government.  Yet,  ac- 
cording to  Strype^  he  had  little  to  fear ;  for,  Fox,  Hum- 
phrey, Sampson,  and  others  of  the  same  way  of  thinking, 
were  not  only  connived  at,  but  allowed  to  hold  preferments. 
He  died,  according  to  Richardson  in  his  edition  of 
Godwin,  May  20,  1565  ;  and  according  to  Neal  in  his  His- 
tory of  the  Puritans,  May  20,  1 567  ;  but  both  are  wrong« 
The  parish  register  proves  that  he  was  buried  Feb.  19,  1 568, 
in  the  chancel  of  the  church  of  St  Bartholomew,  Ex- 
change, with  the  following  inscription  on  his  tombstone, 
which  was  destroyed  at  the  great  fife  along  with  the  church. 

'    "  Hie  tandem  requiemque  ferens,  finemque  laborum^ 
Ossa  Coverdali  mortua  tumbus  babet : 
Exonis  qui  praesul  erat  dignissimus  olim> 

Insignis  vits  vir  probitate  sues* 
Octoginta  annos  grandaevus  vixit  et  unum^ 

•  Indignum  passus  seepius  exilium. 
Sic  demum  vaiiis  jactatus  casibus  ista 
Excipit  gremio,  terra  benigna,  suo." 

Coverdale  was  the  author  of  several  tracts  calculated  to 
promote  the  doctrines  of  the  reformation,  and  of  several 
translations  from  the  writings  of  the  foreign  reformers.  All 
these  are  now  of  such  rare  occurrence,  that  it  is  very  dif- 
ficult to  make  out  a  correct  list.  That  in  Bale,  and  in  the 
meagre  account  of  him  in  the  Biographia  Britannica,  is 
both  defective  and  indistinct  The  following,  which  pro- 
1)ably  is  also  imperfect,  may,  in  some  measure,  assist  the 
collectors  of  curiosities,  and  has  been  taken  principally 
from  Ames  and  Herbert :  1.  "  A  faithful  and  true  Pro- 
gnostication upon  the  Year  1548,  &c."  translated  from  the 
German,  8vo,  1536,  1548,  and  often  reprinted.  2.  Trans- 
lation of  "  Luther's  Exposition  of  the  23d  Psalm,''  1537, 
16mo.  3.  "  How  and  whither  a  Chryten  man  ought  to  fly 
the  horrybie  Plague  and  Pestilence,"  a  sermon,  from  the 
German,  to  which  is  added,  "  A  comfort  concerning  theqi 
that  be  dead,  and  howe  wyfe,  chyldreo,  and  other  frendes 
shal  be  comforted,  the  husband  being  dead,"  1537,  8vo. 
4.  "The  Olde  Faithe,"  1541  and  1547,  ;6mo.  5.  A 
translation  of  BuUinger's  "  Christen  State  of  Matrimony," 
1541,  8vo,  and  1543,  one  of  the  books  prohibited  by  pro- 
clamation of  Henry  VHI.  but  reprinted  twice  in  1552.  6. 
M  A  Confutacion  of  that  Treatise,  which  one  John  Standish 
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made  against  the  Proteatacion  of  D.  Barnes,  in  the  yex 
1540/'  1541,  8to.  7.  Translation  of  ^'TheActes  of  the 
Dbputation  in  the  cowncHl  of  the  empyre,  holden  at  Re- 
^nspurg,''  8yo,  about  1542.  8,  Translation  from  the  Ger- 
man of  '^  The  Defence  of  a  certayne  poore  Christen  Man ; 
who  als  shuld  have  beeue  condemned  by  the  Popes  Lawe/* 
Nuremberg,  1545,  16mo.  9.  **  An  Abridgment  of  Eras* 
mas's  Enchiridion  militis  Christiani,"  1545,  12mo.  10. 
A  translation  of  the  Epistles  to  the  Romans,  Corinthians, 
and  Galatians,  in  '^  The  second  volume  of  the  Paraphrase 
of  Erasmus  on  the  New  Testament,''  1549,  fol.  11. 
Translation  of  ^  A  godly  Treatise,  wherein  is  proved  the 
true  Justification  of  a  Christian  Man  to  come  freely  to  the 
Mercie  of  God,"  1579,  16mo.  12.  Transition  of  <' The 
Hope  of  the  Faitbfull,  &c."  1579,  l£mo,  and  of  13.  ^<  The 
Booke  of  Death,  or  bow  a  Christian  Man  ought  to  behave 
himself  in  the  danger  of  Death,  &c."  1579,  ]6mo.  14. 
Translation  of  ^^  A  spiritual  and  most  precious  pearle, 
teaching  all  men  to  love  and  embrace  the  Cross,"  f)rom  the 
German  of  Otho  Wermylierus,  or  Wermulerus,  no  date, 
but  printed  by  Singleton  about  1588.  15.  "  Fruitful  Les- 
sons upon  the  passion,  buriall,  resurrection,  ascension, 
and  of  the  sending  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  1593,  4to.  16. 
Translation  of  "  The  Supplication  of  the  nobles  and  com- 
mons of  Ostericke  made  unto  king  Ferdinandus,  in  the 
cause  of  Christian  Religion,  &c."  8vo,  no  date.  17.  *^  De- 
claration of  the  Order  that  the  churches  in  Denmark,  and 
many  other  places  in  Germany,  do  use,  not  only  at  the 
Holy  Supper,  but  also  at  Baptisme,"  printed  beyond  sea; 
no  date,  16mo.  No  manuscripts  of  bishop  Coverdale  exist 
iusany  of  our  public  libraries,  except  a  short  letter  in  the 
Harleian  collection,  lately  printed  in  the  Gentleman*s 
Magazine.' 

COUDRETTE  (Christopher),  a  French  Jesuit,   who 

.  died  at  Paris  Aug.  4,  1774,  at  an  advanced  age,  connected 

himself  with  the   Jansenists,  and  particularly   with   the 

'  Bale  and  Tanner.— Sbypc'i  Life  of  Cranmer,  p.  59,  82,  138,  S66,  27  U 
574, 310,  314,  444.— Strypc's  Parker,  p.6— 7, 54,  56—58,148, 241—3  —Strypc's 
Grindal,  p.  27, 91,  95, 1 16.— Strype»s  Memorials,  vol.  U.  p.  90,  277, 464;  vol.  III. 
p.  152.— Strypc'f  Antials,  vol.  I.  p.  366  j  vol,  II.  Appendix,  book  I.  No.  22.^- 
CJark*8  lives  at  the  end  of  his  Martyrology. — ^Polwbele's  Hist,  of  Devonabare. — 
Gent.  Mag.  vol.  LXl. — A  MS.  io  the  College  of  Arms^  I.  15,  F.  93,  a  part  of 
which  was  communicated  to  the  editors  of  the  last  edition  of  the  Biog.  Brit,  and 
18  the  only  avticle  of  the  least  consequence  in  that  very  imperfect  accouut, 
•which  ooDcludes  with  a  gross  misrepreseittation  by  l^eaL^-Iiewis  and  arcbbisbojp 
Newcombe's  Hist,  of  the  Translations  of  the  Bible. 
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«  » 

leftf^ed  atib^  Bour^ier.  His  sentiments  on  the  bull  Uni- 
genittiB  occasioned  his  being  imprisoned  for  some  ^^eeks  at 
Vincennes  in  1755,  and  for  more  than  a  year  in  the  Bas* 
iiWe  in  1758-9.  He  wrote-  some  works  in  defence  of  his 
opinions,  ^iPtvA  some  political  tracts ;  but  his  most  celebrated 
publication  was  his  "  History  of  the  Jesuits,''  1761,  4  vols, 
12mo,  to  which  he  added  2  vols,  of  a  supplement  in  1764« 
This  vpotk  cost  him  so  flttiicfa  literary  research,  as  to  have 
injured  his  sight ; '  but  it  is  mot>e  remarkable,  that,  notwith- 
standing he  owed  his  advancement  to  the  Jesuits,  and  was 
die  friend  of  many  members  of  that  society,  he  was  a  decided 
enemy  to  the  society  itself;  and  when  their  dissolution 
was  concerted,  in  1762,  this  work  is  said  to  have  furnished 
many  arguments  in  favour  of  the  measure.  His  character 
was  that  of  a  laborious,  active,  useful,  and  disinterested 
ecclesiastic.^ 

COQLON  (LEvns),  a  French  historian,  was  born  at 
Poitou  in  1605,  entered  the  society  of  the  Jesuits  in  1620, 
and  quitted  them  in  I640,  after  having  taught  classical 
learning  in  their  schools  for  some  time.  He  afterwards  de- 
Voted  his  time  to  historical  and  geographical  pursuits,  and 
published  :  1.  **  Trait6  historique  des  rivieres  de  France," 
Paris,  1 644,  2  vols.  8vo.  2.  An  enlarged  edition  pf  ^^  Tre- 
sor  de  THistoire  de  France  de  Gilies  Corrozet,**  1645,  8vo, 

3.  **  Histoire  universelle  da  royaume  de  la  Chine,"  trans- 
lated  from  the  Italian   of  Alvares   Semedo,    1645,    4to. 

4.  An  enlarged  edition  of  "  Introducteur  en  la  Cosmogra- 
phie,"  supposed  to  have'  been  written  by  M.  de  Renti, 
1645.  5.  A  translation  of  Tur&elin's  **  Universal  History," 
continued  to  1647,  1647,  2  vol.  8vo.  6.  An  enlarged  edi- 
tion of  "  Voyages  de  Vincent  de  Blanc,"  1648  and  1658, 
4to.  7.  A  translation  of  Platina's  "  Lives  of  the  Popes,"  with 
a  continuation  to  Inivocent  X.  1651,  4to.  8,  An  original 
**  Histoire  des  Vies  des  Papes,"  1656,  12nio,  often  re- 
printed, with  additions  and  alterations  by  other  hands^ 
9.  **  Harmonic  des  Evangelistes  sur  la  f^sission  de  notre 
Seigneur,  avec  des  eclaircissemens,"  1645,  12mo.  10. 
"  Lexicon  Homericuhi,"  1643,  8vo.  11.  "  Histoire  de 
Juifs,"  3  vols.  12mo,  two  only  of  wliich  were  Coulon's,-the 
third  being  completed  by  his  friend  father  Comte.  Cou- 
lon  died  in  1664,  and  this  history  of  the  Jews  was  pub - 
Bshed  the  year  after.  * 

t  Dictr.  Hist«  9  MorerL-^^Le  Long,  Bibl  Hist 
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COUPLET  (Phiup),  a  Jesiiat,  bom  at  Malines,  went 
to  Cbiua  in  quality  of  missionary  ill  1659/ and  retorned  ir 
J  630.  Being  embarked  in  the  intention  of  making  a  se- 
cond voyage^  he  died  on  his  passage  in  1693.  He  com- 
posed some  works  in  the  Chinese  languagOt  and  many  in 
Latin;  of  which  are:  1.  '^  Coafucius  Sinarum  philoso- 
phus;  siFe  Scientia  Sinica  Latine  exposita,"  Paris,  1687^ 
folio.  This  curious  and  uncomuKMi  work  is  a  compendiam 
of  the  theology  and  the  ancient  history  of  the  Chinese; 
He  extols  the  morality  of  that  people  as  excellent,  and 
carries  up  their  annals  to  a  very  remote  period.  2.  <<  His* 
toria  Candida  Hiu,  Christianse  Sinensis,"  translated  into 
French  at  Paris  16S8.  3.  *'  The  catalogue  (in  Latin, 
Paris,  16S8)  of  the  Jesuits  that  have  gone  as  missionaries 
to  China."* 

COURAYER  (Peter  Francis),  a  learned  divine  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  who  was  long  resident  in  England,  was 
born  at  Vernon  in  Normandy^  in  the  year  1681,  and  beiirg 
educated  for  the  church,  became  canon  regular  and  libra- 
rian of  the  abbey  of  St.  Genevieve,  a  situation  extremely 
favourable  to  the  prosecution  of  his  studies,  as  the  library 
of  which  be  had  the  care  is  a  very  considerable  one.  Among 
other  theological  inquiries,  he  engaged  in  one,  which  was 
productive  of  very  important  consequences  respecting  his 
future  life.  Having  been  employed  in  reading  abb^Re* 
naudot's  ^*  Memoire  sur  la  validity  des  Ordinations  des 
Anglois,"  inserted  in  abb^  Gould's  *^  La  veritable  croyance 
de  Teglise  Catholique,"  he  was  induced  to  enter  into  a  far- 
ther examination  of  that  subject  Accordingly  he  drew  up 
a  memoir  upon  it,  for  his  own  satisfaction  only,  but  which 
grew  insensibly  into  a  treatise ;  and  at  the  instance  of  some 
mends  to  whom  it  was  commtinicated,  he  was  at  length 
prevailed  with  to  consent  to  its  publication.  He  therefore 
made  the  usual  application  for pe)^mission  to  print  it;  and 
obtained  the  approbation  of  Mons.  Arnaudin,  the  royal  li- 
censer of  the  press.  Some  persons,  however,  afteovards 
found  means  to  prevail  on  the  chancellor  to  refuse  to  affix 
the  seal  to  the  approbation  of  the  licenser.  Terms  were 
proposed  tq  father  Courayer,  to  which  he  could  not  accede, 
and  he  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  publishing.  Someof  his 
friends,  however,  being  in  possession  of  a  copy^  resolved 
to  print  it  y  and  this  obliged  him  to  acquiesce  in  the  pub^ 

*  Moreri. 
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iici&tion*    When  he  first  wrote  his  treatise,  all  his  mate- 
rialsL  were  taken  from  printed  authorities,  and  he  had  no 
acquaintance, or  correspondence  in  England,     But  sundry' 
difficulties,  which  occurred  to  him  in  the  course  of  his  in->' 
quiries,  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  writing  to  Eng* 
land,  in  order  to  obtain  clearer  information  on  some  points; 
,  and  knowing  that  a  correspondence  had  been  carried  on 
between  Dr.  Wake,  then  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
Dr.  Ddpin,  on  the  project  of  re-uniting  the  churches  of 
England  and  France,  he  took  the  liberty,  in  1721,  although 
entirely  unknown  to  that  prelate,  to  desire  his  information   , 
respecting  some  particulars.     Tha  archbishop  answered  his 
inquiries  with  great  readiness,  candour,  and  politeness,  and 
many  letters  passed  between  them  on  this  occasion.   Father- 
Courayer's  book  was  at  length  published  in  1723,  in  two 
volumes  small  8vo,  entitled,  **  Dissertation  sur  la  validity 
des  Ordinations  des  Anglois,    et  sur  la  Succession  des 
Evesques  de  I'Eglise  Anglicane:  avec  les  preuves  justifi* 
catives  des  faits  avancez  dans  cet  ouvrage.^'  It  was  printed 
at  Nancy,  though  Brussels  is  placed  in  the  title.     It  was 
afterwards  translated  into  English,  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Daniel 
Williams,  and  published  at  Loildon  in  one  volume  Svo, 
under  the  title :  *^  A  Defence  of  the  validity  of  the  English 
OrdinattQns,  and  of  the  Succession  of  the  Bishops  in  the 
Church  of  England  :  together  with  proofs  justifying  the 
facts  advanced  in  this  treatise.*^     Father  Courayer^s  work 
was  immediately  attacked  by  several  popish  writers,  parti- 
cularly by  father  le  Quien  and  father  Hardouin.     But  in 
1726  he  published,  in  four  volumes  12mo,  **  Defense  de  la 
Dissertation  sur  la  validity  des  Ordinations  des  Anglois, 
eontre  les  difFerentes  r^ponsesqui  y  out  6t6  faites.  Avec  les 
preuves  justificatives  des  faits  avancez  dans  cet  ouvrage* 
Par  rAuteur  de  la  Dissertation.^'     An   English  translation 
of  this  also  was  afterwards  published  at  London,  in  two 
volumes  8vo,  under  the  following  title :  ^^  A  Defence  of 
the  Dissertation  on  the  validity  of  the  English  Ordina- 
tions," &c. 

But  father  Courayer  was  not  only  attacked  by  those 
writers  who  published  books  against  him  :  he  was  likewise 
censured  both  by  the  mandates  and  by  the  assemblies  of 
.  several  bishops,  and  particularly  by  cardinal  de  Noailles, 
archbishop  of  Paris,  and  the  bishop  of  Marseilles.  During 
this  time  he  retired  from  Paris  into  the  country,  but  was 
recalled  by  his  superior  to  reside  at  the  priory  gf  Henne- 
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monte^  four  leagues  from  Paris.    Here, lie  received  a  di- 
ploma for  the  degree  of  doctor  in  divinity  from  febe  uni«* 
versity  of  Oxford,  dated  Aug.  28,  1727:  and  from  kence 
he  returned  his  thanks  to  the  University  in  an  elegant 
Latin  letter,  dated  Dec  I,  the  same  year,  both  of  which 
he  afterwards  printed.     But  though  his  book  had  procured- 
this  honourable  testimonial  of  his  merit  from  an  English 
university,  his  enemies  in  France  were  not  satisfied  with 
publishing  censures  and  issuing  episcopal  mandates  against 
him,  but  proceeded  to  measures  for  compelling  him  to  re-' 
cant  what  he  had  written,  and  to  sign  such  submissions  as 
were  inconsistent  with  the  dictates  of  his  conscience.     In 
this  critical  state  of  things,  he  resolved  to  quit  his  native 
countr}',  and  to  seek  an  asylum  in  England.     He  was  the 
more  inclined  to  embrace  this  resolution  in  consequence  of 
the  warm  and  friendly  invitations,  which  he  had  received 
from  archbishop  Wake,  who  had  conceived  a  great  regard 
for  him.     After  having  spent  four  months  ve^y  disagreeably 
at  Hennemonte,  be  obtained  leave  to  remove  to  Senlis ; 
but,  instead  of  going  thither,  he  took  the  road  to  Calais  iti 
the  common  stage* coach,  from  thence  got  safely  over  to 
Dover,  and  arrived  in  London  on  the  24th  of  January, 
1728. 

He  was  well  received  in  England  :  the  marquis  of  Bland- 
ford  made  him  a  present  of  fifty  pounds,  and  he  obtained 
a  pension  of  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  from  the  court* 
In  1729  he  published,  at  Amsterdam,  in  two  vols.  12mo, 
^*  Relation  Historique  et  Apologetique  des  sentimens  et  de 
la  conduite  du  P«  le  Courayer,  cbanoine  regulier  de  Ste. 
Genevieve :  avec  les  preuves  justificatives  des  faits  arance^ 
dans  I'ouvrage."  In  this  work  he  entered  into  «  farther 
justification  of  his  sentiments  and  of  his  conduct,  and 
shewed  the  necessity  that  be  was  under  of  quitting  France^ 
from  the  virulence  and  power  of  his  enemies.  In.  1733  her 
was  at  Oxford,  and  was  present  in  the  theatre  at  the  public 
act  that  year,  and  made  a  speech  there  upon  the  occasion, 
which  was  afterwards  printed  both  in  Latin  and  En^isfa* 
In  1736  he  publuihed  at  London,  in  two  vols.  fi)lio,  a  trans- 
latioo,  in  French,  of  <^  Father  PauPs  History  of  the  Council 
of  Trent ;"  with  notes  critical,  historical,  and  theological. 
He  dedicated  this  work  to  queen  Caroline,  and  speaks  of 
it  as  having'been  undertaken  by  her  command ;  and  he  ex» 
prjesses,  in  tlie  strongest  terms,  his  gratitude  to  her  ma« 
jesty  for  her  patronage,  and  for  the  liberality  which  sho 
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had  manifested  towards  him.  A  list  of  subscribers  is  pre<^ 
'  fixed,  in  which  are  found  the  names  of  the  prince  of  Wales^ 
the  duke  of  Cumberland,  the  prince  and  princess  of  Orange,, 
the  princesses  Amelia  and  Caroline^  the  archbishop  q£ 
Canterbury,  the  lord  Chancellor,  lord  Hardwicke,  thea 
chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  sir  Robert  Walpole^ 
and  many  of  the  nobility,  and  other  persons  of  distinction^ 
By  the  sale  of  this  work  he  is  said  to  have  gained  fifteea 
hundred  pounds,  and  the  queen  also  raised  his  pension  ta 
two  hundred  pounds  per  annum.  He  gave  sixteen  hundred 
pounds  to  lord  Feversham,  for  an  annuity  of  one  hundred 
pounds  per  annum,  which  he  enjoyed  forty  years.  By 
these  means  he  came  into  very  easy  circumstances,  which 
were  rendered  still  more  so  by  the  reception  which  his 
agreeable  and  instructive  conversation  procured  him,  among 
persons  of  rank  and  fortune,  with  many  of  whom  it  was  his 
custom  to  live  for  several  months  at  a  time.  He  wrote 
some  other  works  in  French,  besides  those  that  have  been 
mentioned  ;  and,  in  )>articular,  he  translated  into  that  lan- 
guage Sleidan's  *^  History  of  die  Reformation."  His  exile 
from  his  own  country  was  probably  no  diminution  of  his 
happiness  upon  the  whole ;  for  he  appears  to  have  passed 
his  time  in  England  very  agreeably,  and  he  lived  to  aa 
uncommon  age.  Even  in  his  latter  years,  he  was  distin-* 
guished  fpr  the  cheerfulness  of  his  temper  and  the  spright- 
liness  of  his  conversation.  He  died  in  Downing-street, 
Westminster,  after  two  days  illness,  on  the  17th  of  Oc« 
tober,  1776,  at  the  a^e  of  ninety-five.  Agreeably  to  his 
own  desire,  he  was  buried  in  the  cloister  of  Westminster-* 
abbey,  by  Dr.  Bell,  chaplain  to  the  princess  Amelia.  In 
his  will,  which  was  dated  Feb.  3,  1774,  he  declared, 
'^  That  he  died  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  but  with-* 
out  approving  of  many  of  the  opinions  and  superstitions 
which  have  been  introduced  into  the  Romish  church,  and 
taught  in  their  schools  and  seminaries,  and  which  they  hare 
insisted  on  as  articles  of  faith,  though  to  him  they  appeared 
to  be  not  only  not  founded  in  truth,  but  also  to  be  highly 
improbable.'*  It  is  said,  that  soon  after  he  came  to  Eng- 
'  land,  be  went  to  a  priest  of  the  Romish  church  for  con- 
fession, and  acquainted  him  who  he  was.  The  priest  would 
not  venture  to  take  his  confession,  because  he  was  excoaK» 
municated,  but  advised  him  to  consult  bis  superior  of  Ge« 
nevieve.  Whether  he  made  any  such  application,  or  what 
was  the  result,  we  are  not  informed  ^  but  it  is  certain  that. 
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when  in  London,  be  made  it  bis  practice  to  go  to  mau  j^ 
and  ^hen  in  the  country,  at  Ealing,  be  constantly  attended 
the  service  of  the  parish-church,  declaring,  at  all  times, 
that  be  bad  great  satisfaction  in  the  prayers  of  the  church 
of  England.  In  discoursing  on  religious  subjects  he  was 
reserved  and  cautious,  avoiding  controversy  as  much  as 
possible.  He  left  500/.  to  the  parish  of  St.  Martin ;  and 
gave,  in  his  life-time,  bis  books  to  the  library  there, 
founded  by  archbishop  Tenison.  He  bequeathed  200/.  to 
tbe  parish  of  St.  Margaret,  Westminster,  and  a  handsome 
sum  of  money  to  the  poor  of  Vernon,  in  Normandy ;  and, 
after  many  legacies  to  his  friends  in  England,  tbe  remainder 
to  two  nephews  of  bis  name  at  Vernon.  During  his  life- 
time, he  was  occasionally  generous  to  some  of  his  relations 
in  France,  and  in  England  was  very  liberal  to  tbe  poor. 
He  bad  two  sisters,  who  were  nuns;  and  a  brother  at 
Paris,  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  to  whom  he  gave  a 
handsome  gold  snuff-box,  which  bad  been  presented  to 
him  by  queen  Caroline. 

In  1787  was  published,  in  octavo,  by  the  rev.  William 
Bell,  D.  D.  prebendary  of  Westminster,  *^  Declaration  de 
mes  derniers  sentimens  sur  les  difFerens  dogmes  de  la  Religion.. 
Par  feu  Pierre  Francis  le  Courayer,  docteur  en  theologie/* 
&c.  An  English  translation  of  this  has  been  since  published. 
The  original  manuscript,  which  was  given  by  father  Cou- 
rayer to  the  princess  Amelia,  who  had  a  great  esteem  for 
him,  was  written  in  1767,  which  was  about  nine  years  be- 
fore his  death.  Tjie  princess  Amelia  left  this  manuscript 
by  will  to  Dr.  Bell ;  who  published  it,  as  being  of  opinion, 
that  the  last  sentiments  of  a  writer  of  Dr.  Courayer*s  repu« 
tation,  and  whose  situation  was  so  peculiar,  were  calculated 
to  excite  tbe  attention  of  the  learned,  and  of  those  who 
were  zealously  attached  to  the  interests  of  religion :  and, 
indeed,  it  appears  to  have  been  tbe  wish  of  the  author 
.  himself  that  it  should  be  published,  though  not  till  after 
his  death. 

To  what  has  been  already  said  respecting  Dr.  Courayer's 
works,  it  may  not  be  improper  here  to  add,  that  he  wrote 
^^  Traits  de  Poem  Epique;^'  that  bis  French'  transla- 
tion of  father  PauPa  "  History  of  the  Council  of  Trent^'* 
was  printed  at  London  in  1736,  in  2  vols,  folio;  and  at 
Amsterdam,  tbe  same  year,  in  2  vols.  4to ;  and  that  his 
translation  of  Sleidan's  Histoiy  of  the  Reformation,   to 
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which  he  added  copious  notes,  was  printed  in  S  vols.  4ta, 
in  1767. 

By  his  "  Last  Sentiments,"  published  by  Dr.  Bell,  it 
appears  that  although  he  professed  to  die  a  member  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  he  could  not  well  be  accounted  a 
member  of  that  or  of  any  other  established  church.  In 
rejecting  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  he  became  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  a  Socinian,  or  modem  Unitarian  ;  be  denied  also 
the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  as  to  matters  of  fact ; 
and  as  to  baptism,  seems  to  wish  to  confine  it  to  adults. 
In  1811,  however,  a  more  full  exposure  of  his  sentiments 
was  published  by  Dr.  Bell,  entitled  ^^  Trait6  ou  Ton  ex^ 
pose  ce  qui  Tecriture  nous  apprend  de  )a  Divinit6  de  Jesus 
Christ,"  8vo,  a  publication  which  we  have  little  hesitation 
in  saying  ought  never  to  have  appeared.  At  thef  distance 
of  ^almost  thirty  years  from  the  publication  of  his  ^^  Last 
Sentiments,"  it  could  not  .be  wanted  to  illustrate  the  wa-^ 
Te;*ing,  unsettled  character  of  the  author,  and  it  was  surely 
not  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  writings  of  the 
same  description,  already  too  numerous.  The  apology  of 
the  editor,  we  observe  with  regret,  is  far  from  being  con- 
clusive. 

One  other  circumstance  respecting  Courayer^s  history 
remains  to  be  noticed.  '  From  the  fourth  volume  of  bishop 
Atterbury's  Epistolary  Correspondence,  we  learn  that 
the  bishop  was  exposed  to  some  trouble  on  account  of 
Courayer^s  escape  from  France,  which  he  was  supposed  to 
have  facilitated.  The  French  king  and  cardinal  Fleury 
sent  him  a  message  on  the  subject  by  the  lieutenant  de  po- 
lice. "  I  did  not  mince  the  matter  to  the  magistrate,'*  says 
the  bishop,  <^  nor  am  I  at  all  ashamed  of  what  has  hap- 
pened, or  concerned  for  it.  I  owned  my  friendship  for 
Pere  Courayer ;  told  them  frankly  a  great  deal  more  than 
they  knew  of  that  matter,  as  far  as  I  was  concerned ;  and 
thought  there  was  no  reason  tb  wonder  at,  or  blame  my 
conduct.  I  convinced  ,them  of  that  point,  and  I  believe 
th^e  is  an  end  of  it.  I  shewed  the  lieutenant  the  picture 
of  Pere  Courayer  hanging  up  in  my  room  ;  told  him  I  had 
Tisited  him  in  his  retreat  at  Hanment,  while  he  was  in 
disgrace  there ;  and  that  he  came  to  take  bis  leave  of  me 
the  night  before  he  left  Pa.ris  ;  and  that  in  all  this  I  thought 
I  had  done  nothing  that  misbecame  me."  The  lieutenant, 
who  behaved  with  great  politeness,  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  our  prelate's  explanation ;  but  this  was  not  the  case  . 

Vol.  X.  A  A 


354  C  O  U  R  A  Y  E  R. 

with  the  cardinal,  who  waa  pertuaded  that  father  Courayer's 
escape  was  entirely  owing  to  Atterbury,  and  displayed 
much  resentment  on  that  account  The  picture  of  Cou- 
rayer,  in  the  bisbop*s  possession,  was  left  by  him  to  the 
university  of  Oxford.' 

COURCELLES  (Stephen  de),  descended  from  a  family 
in  Picardy,  was  born  at  Geneva  in  1586.  He  officiated 
many  years  among  the  reformed  in  France,  till  he  became 
a  follower  of  Arminius,  when  he  was  obliged  to  retire  into 
Holland,  where  he  succeeded  the  celebrated  Episcopius  as 
professor  of  theology  at  Amsterdam,  and  published  his 
works  with  a  life  of  the  author.  He  was  also  the  author  of 
many  theological  and  controversial  pieces,  which  were 
afterwards  collected  by  Elzevir  in  1675,  fol.  He  was  a 
capital  Gf  eek  scholar,  and  paid  great  attention  to  diflferent 
Greek  copies  of  the  New  Testament,  of  which  he  gave  a 
new  edition,  with  various  readings ;  and  a  preface,  to  shew 
that  those  various  readings,  though  numerous,  do  not  tend 
in  the  least  to  affect  the  credit  and  authenticity  of  the  work 
iuelf.** 

COURT  DE  GEBELIN.     See  GEBELIN. 

COURTEN  (William),  the  son  of  a  tailor  at  Menin, 
was  one  of  many  who  experienced  the  oppression  of  Oli- 
varez  duke  of  Alva,  who,  being  appointed  by  Philip  II. 
governor  of  the  seventeen  provinces,  endeavoured,  with 
execrable  policy,  to  establish  over  all  the  Netherlands  an 
irreligious  and  horrible  court  of  judicature,  on  the  model 
of  theSpanish  inquisition.  By  consequence,  in  1 567,  great 
numbers  of  industrious,  thriving,  and  worthy  people  were 
imprisoned  by  the  rigorous  orders  of  this  petty  tyrant,  and 
treated  with  great  injustice  and  cruelty.  Courten  had  the 
good  fortune  to  escape  from  prison ;  and  in  the  year  fol- 
lowing, 1568,  arrived  safe  io  London,  with  his  wife  Mar- 
garet Casiere,  a  daughter  named  Margaret,  her  husband, 
son  of  a  mercantile  broker  at  Antwerp  of  the  name  of  Bou- 
dean,  and  as  much  property  as  they  could  hastily  collect 
urfder  such  disadvantages.  Soon  after  their  arrival,  they 
took  a  bouse  in  Abchurch-lane,  where  they  lived  together, 
following  for  some  time  the  business  of  making  what  were 
commonly  called  French  hoods^  much  worn  in  those  days 

1  Biog.  Brit.  Of  bis  last  work,  published  in  1811,  see  the  Quarterly  Re* 
▼lew,  No.  1«,  ABd  a  VindicaUon  Gent  Mag.  vol.  LXXXII.  part  I.  p.  620.— 
Nichols's  Bowyor,  and  "  Atterbury'f  Corretpgndence.'^ 
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and  long  after,  which  they  vended  in  wholesale  to  the  shop- 
keepers who  sold  them  in  retail.     Encouraged  by  great 
success  in  this  employment,  they  soon  removed  to  a  larger 
house  in  Pudding-lane  or  Love-lane,  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Mary  Hill,  where  they  entered  on  a  partnership  trade^  in 
silks,  fine  linens,  and  such  articles  as  they  had  dealt  in 
before  when  in  Flanders.     Michael  Boudean^  the  daughter 
Margaret's  husband,  died  first,  leaving  behind  him^  utifor- 
tunately  for  the  family,  a  son  and  only  child,  named  Peter^ 
after  an   uocle   certainly   not  much  older  than  himself. 
The  widow  married  John  Money,  a  merchant  'in  London^ 
who  instantly  became  an  inmate  with  the  family,  which 
was  moreover  increased  by  the  parents  themselves,  with 
two  sons,  William,  born  in  1572,  ^nd  Peter,  born  in  15814 
The  young  men,  being  instructed  in  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic,  were  early  initiated  in  business,  and  soon  aftet 
sent  abroad  as  factors  for  the  family  :  William  to  Haerlem^ 
Peter  to  Cologne,  and  Peter  Boudean  the  grandchild  to 
Middleburg.     At  what  time  William  Courten  and  Marga- 
ret Casiere  died  is  at  present  uncertain ;  most  probably 
their  deaths  happened  about  the  end  of  queen  Elizabeth'^^ 
or  in  the  beginning  of  king  Jameses  reign ;  but  it  seems 
certain,  that  they  left  their  descendants  not  only  in  easy, 
but  even  in  affluent  circumstances. — ^At  the  following  sera 
of  this  little  history  it  does  not  appear  clearly,  whether  the 
old  people  were  actually  dead,  or  had  only  declined  all 
iartber  active,  responsible  concern  in  business:   but,  ia 
1606,  William  and  Peter  Courtens  entered  into  partner- 
ship  with  John  Money,  theirsister  Margaret's  second  hus«* 
baud,  to  trade  in  silks  and  fine  linen.     Two  parts^  or  the 
moiety  of  the  joint  stock,  belonged  to  William  Courten^ 
and  to  each  of  the  others,  Peter  Courten  and  John  Moncy^ 
a  fourth  share.     As  for  Peter  Boudean,  the  son  of  Marga* 
ret  Courten  by  her  first  husband,  he  seems  to  have  been 
employed  to  negotiate  for  the  partnership  at  Middleburg 
on  some  stipulated  or  discretionary  salary  |  for  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  had  any  certain  or  determinate  share  in  the 
trade,  which  was  carried  on  prosperously  till  1631,  with  a 
return,  it  is  said,  one  year  with  another,    of  150^000/^ 
During  the  course  of  this  copartnership,  there  is  nothing 
upon  record  unfavourable  to  the  character  of  John  Money. 
The  characters  too  of  William  and  Peter  Courtens  appear 
unexceptionable,  fair,  and  illustrious^     They  prospered^ 
it  seems^  remarkably  in  all  their  undertakings,  for  twenty 
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years  and  more ;  in  the  course  of  which  time  they  were 
DOth  dignified  with  the  honours  of  knighthood. 

The  eider  brother,  sir  William  Courten,  besides  his  ca« 
pital  concern  in  the  original  partnership  above  mentioned, 
traded  very  extensively  on  his  own  account  to  Guinea, 
Portugal,  Spain,  and  the  West  Indies.  He  married  first 
a  Dutch  woman  of  the  name  of  Cromling,  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Pieter  Cromling,  an  opulent  merchant  in  Haerlem, 
who,  though  both  deaf  and  dumb,  was  book-keeper  to  her 
father.  By  this  marriage  he  got,  it  is  said,  60,000/.  of' 
which  he  was  enjoined  to  lay  out  50,000/.  in  the  purchase 
of  lands  in  England,  to  be  settled  upon' his  son  by  this 
lady^  of  whom  she  was  delivered  in  London,  and  whose 
name  was  Peter.  This  son,  who  was  all  the  offspring  from 
this  marriage,  king  James  I.  made  one  of  the  first  rank  of 
his  baronets.  He  was  afterwards  married  to  lord  Stan- 
hope's  d^iughter,  but  died  without  issue,  leaving  the  estate 
in  lands  to  his  father  sir  William,  who  settled  that  estate, 
and  3000/.  more  per  annum,  upon  his  only  son  and  heir, 
by  a  second  wife,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Moses  Tryon.-^Sir 
Peter,  the  uncle  to  Peter  just  mentioned,  and  brother  to 
sir  William  Courten,  kept  the  books  of  the  family  partner- 
ship, and  died  unmarried  in  1 630  at  Middl^burgh.  It  is 
affirmed  that  be  was  worth  ai  his  death  100,000/.  and  that 
he  left  his  nephew  Peter  3oudean,  the  son  of  his  sister  by 
her  first  husband,  his  sole  heir  and  executor,  who  seems 
at  this  time  to  have  taken  the  name  of  Courten,  which  he 
annexed  to  his  own.  This  crafty  man  took  immediate  pos- 
session, not  only  of  his  uncle  sir  Peter's  property,  which 
eould  not  have  been  ascertained  without  balancingf  the  ac- 
counts  of  the  copartnership,  but  seized  likewise  the  ship- 
ping and  goods  that  beloivged  unquestionably  to  bis  other 
uncle  sir  William,  and  Mr.  Money,  amounting,  as  it  is 
stated,  to  100,000/.  more  ;  nor  could  he,  to  the  very  end 
of  his  life,  which  lasted  above  thirty  years  longer,  he 
brought,  by  argument  or  law,  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
company. 

Sir  William  Courten,  after  the  death  of  bis  Dutch  lady^ 
married  a  second  wife  of  the  name  of  Tryon^  by  whom  he 
bad  one  son,  named  William,  and  three  daughters.  Sir 
William  seems  to  have  been  possessed  of  a  comprebetteive 
iloind,  an  enterprising  spirit,  abundance  of  wealth,  and 
credit  sufficient  to  enable  him  tb  launch  out  into  any  pro- 
Dftising  branch  of  trade  and  merchandize  whaitsoevejr.    It  is 
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stated,  with  apparent  fairness,  tbat  he  actually  lent  t9 
king  James  I.  and  his  son  Charles  I.  at  different  times,  of 
bis  own  money,  or  from  the  company  trade,  27,000/.  and 
in  another  partnership  wherein  he  was  likewise  concerned 
with  sir  Paul  Pyhdar,  their  joint  claims  on  the  crowa 
amounted,  it  seems,  to  200,000/.  Sir  William  employed, 
one  way  or  other,  for  manj^years,  between  four  and  five 
thousand  seamen  ;  he  built  above  twenty  ships  of  burthen  ; 
was  a  great  insurer,  and  besides  that,  a  very  considerable 
goldsmith,  or  banker,  for  so  a  banker  was  then  called.  It 
appears  likewise,  that  he  was  very  deeply  engaged  in  a 
herring  fishery,  which  was  carried  on  at  one  time  with  great 
spirit  and  at  great  expence :  but  shortly  after,  mu<^h  to 
his  cost,  it  came  to  nothing,  in  consequence  of  the  super*- 
vening  dissensions,  confusion,  and  misery,  that  acconlpanied 
the  rebellion.  Previous  to  this,  however,  about  the  year 
1624,  two  of  sir  William  Courten's  ships>  in  their  return 
from  Fernambuc,  happened  to  discover  an  uninhabited 
island,  now  of  considerable  importance  to  Great  Britain, 
to  which  sir  William  first  gave  the  name  of  Barbadoes.  On 
the  25th  of  February  1627,  he  obtained  the  king's  letters 
patent  for  the  colonization  of  this  island,  sheltering  him- 
self, for  whatever  reasons,  under  the  earl  of  PembiK)ke. 
On  the  faith  of  this  grant,  afterwards  superseded  by  the 
infiuence  of  James  then  earl  of  Carlisle,  though  its  validity 
was  acknowledged  by  the  first,  and  indeed  by  all  the  law- 
yers, sir  William  sent  two  ships  with  men,  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, &c.  which  soon  stored  the  island  with  inhabitants;, 
English,  Indians,  &c.  to  the  number  of  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty. ;  and  one  captain  Powel  received  from 
sir  William  a  commission  to  remaiu  in  the  island  as  gover- 
nor, in  behalf  of  him  and  the  earl  of  Pembroke.  After  sir 
William  bad  expended  44,000/.  on  this  business,  and  been 
in  peaceable  possession  of  the  island  about  three  years, 
James  earl  of  Carlisle  claiming  oi\  grants  said  to  be  prior, 
though  dated  July  2,  1637,  and  April  7,  1628;  affirming 
too  that  he  was  lord  of  all  the  Caribbee  islands  lying  be- 
tween 10  and  20  degrees  of  latitude,  under  the  name  of 
Cartiola,  gave  his  commission  to  colonel  Royden,  Henry 
Hawley,  and  others,  to  act  in  his  behalf.  The  commis- 
sioners of  lord  Carlisle  arrived  at  Barbadoes  with  two  ships 
in  162S,  and  having  invited  the  governor  captain  Powel  on 
board,  they  kept  him  prisoner,  and  proceeded  to  invade 
and  plunder  the  island.     They  carried  off  the  factors  and 
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•enrants  of  »ir  William  Courten  and  the  earl  of  Pembrokei 
and  established  the  earl  of  Carlisle's  authority  in  Barba* 
does ;  which  continued  there  under  several  governors,  till 
1646,  when  the  government  of  it  was  vested  by  lease  and 
contract  in  lord  Willouehby  of  Parharo. — Sir  William 
Courten,  it  is  said,  had  likewise  sustained  la  considerable 
loss  several  years  before  this  blow  in  the  West  Indies,  by 
the  seizure  of  his  merchandize,  after  the  cruel  massacre  of 
his  factors  at  Amboyna  in  the  East  Indies.  But  after  all 
the  losses  above  mentioned,  he  was  still  possessed,  in  the 
year  1633,  of  lands  in  various  parts  of  this  kingdom  to  the 
Talue  of  6500/.  per  annum,  besides  personal  estates  rated 
at  128,000/.  and  very  extensive  credit.  Such  were  bis  cir- 
cumstances when  he  opened  a  trade  to  China,  and,  as  if 
he  had  grown  young  again,  embarked  still  more  deeply  in 
mercantile  expeditions  to  the  East  Indies,  where  he  esta- 
blished sundry  new  forts  and  factories.  In  the  course  of 
this  new  trade  he  lost  unfortunately  two  of  his  ships  richly 
laden,  the  Dragon  and  the  Katharine,  which  were  never 
beard  of  more  :  and  he  himself  did  not  long  survive  this 
loss,  which  involved  him  in  great  debt ;  for  he  died  in  the 
end  of  May  or  beginning  of  June  1636,  in  the  64th  year 
of  his  age,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  or  ohurch-yard  of 
St.  Andrew  Hubbard,  the  ground  of  both  which  was  after 
the  fire  of  1666  disposed  of  by  the  city  for  public  uses,  and 
partly  laid  into  the  street,  the  parish  being  annexed  to  St. 
Mary  Hill.  There  is  an  abstract  of  sir  William  Courten*? 
will  in  the  British  Museum.' 

COURTEN  (William),  the  last  in  the  male  line  of  the 
family  that  makes  the  subject  of  the  preceding  article,  was 
born  in  the  parish  of  •Fencburcb  in  London,  March  28, 
r642.  He  had  probably  no  knowledge  or  remembrance  of 
his  father,  who,  the  next  year  after  his  son  was  born,  in 
1643,  became  insolvent,  and  quitted  this  kingdom,  to  which 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  returned.  When  he  died 
at  Florence,  in  1655,  the  subject  of  this  article  was  about 
thirteen  years  of  age ;  and  it  is  most  likely  that  his  mother 
did  not  survive  her  husband  above  four  or  five  years  :  for 
as  no  mentipn*is  made  of  lady  Katharine  in  1660,  when 
Mr.  Carew  obtained  letters  of  administration  to  the  estates 
of  the  Courten  family,  it  is  probable  she  was  then  dead. 
In  a^etition  to  parliament,  a  rough  draught  of  which  i^  it\ 

9  91og«  9rit.-«-fTatler|  witji  nptesi  edit  1786|  6  tpls*  sn<l  1806,  4  yoU*  ?YQi 


C  O  U  R  T  E  N.  939 

the  British  Moseum,  there  is  a  like  ground  for  the  same 
supposition,  no  mention  being  made  of  his  mother ;  for  it  is 
only  said  there,  that  he  the  petitioner,  and  his  only  sister, 
had  been  left  for  many  years  destitute  of  a  livelihood.  1% 
is  not  said  at  what  time  this  gentleman^s  father  sold  the 
great  bulk  of  sir  William  Courten^s  lands.  Even  the 
wrecks  of  a  fortune,  once  so  ample,  must  have  been  very 
considel*able,  and  more  than  sufficient  for  the  proper  edu- 
cation and  ^decent  maintenance  of  William  Courten  and 
his  sister.  She  could  very  well  live  in  tbose  days  on  no 
more  income,  as  appears,  than  30/.  per  annum.  That  this 
moderate  annual  sum  was  her  principal  support,  we  are 
led  to  believe  from  a  slight  attention  to  two  papers  still  in 
being.  If  he  and  his  sister  had  even  been  more  reduced 
in  point  of  income  than  we  can  well  suppose,  they  still 
had  infallible  resources  in  the  number,  rank,  and  riches  of 
their  relations.  Their  grandfather  the  earl  of  Bridge  water, 
two  uncles,  with  eleven  aunts  on  the  side  of  their  mother, 
and  three  aunts  on  their  father^s  side,  were  people  of  for- 
tune and  distinction ;  many  of  them  married  into  honour* 
able  and  wealthy  families,  and  all  of  them  apparently  ia 
affluent  of  easy,  circumstances.  It  may  therefore  be  rea- 
sonably concluded  that  William  Courten  was  well  edu- 
cated, though  the  fact  were  not  ascertained  by  other  testU 
mony.  Having  previously  received  e  good  education  in 
this  country,  forwarded  probably  with  peculiar  care,  and 
earlier  certainly  than  is  now  usual,  William  Courten  be- 
gan his  travels ;  or  was  sent,  while  yet  a  minor,  to  prose- 
cute his  studies  abroad.  The  genius  of  a  naturalist,  which 
he  discovered,  it  seems,  from  his  infancy,  led  him  to  cul- 
tivate it  at  Montpellier,  distinguished  then,  as  Upsal  since, 
for  its  botanical  garden,  its  peculiar  attention  to  natural 
history,  and  the  abilities  and  celebrity  of, masters  in  various 
branches  of  this  science.  Here  he  met,  as  might  be  pro- 
bably expected,  with  students  of  a  congenial  taste,  and 
persons  then  and  afterwards  eminent  in  various  walks  of 
literature,  with  several  of  whom  he  appears  to  have  lived 
in  great  familiarity,  and  to  have  cultivated  long  correspond- 
ence. Tournefort,  the  celebrated  French  botanist,  was 
of  this  number.  William  Courten,  who  was  the  senior  by 
several  years,  had  no  doubt  made  a  very  considerable  pro- 
ficiency in  botany  before  his  acquaintance  with  this  illus- 
trious foreigner  commenced;  but  it  must  have  been  much 
improved  by  the  intimacy  that  appears  to  have  subsisted 
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between  them.  It  was  at  Montpellier  probaUy,  but  many 
years  after  bis  primary  settlement  there,  that  William 
Courted  contracted  his  first  acquaintance  with  sir  Hans 
Sloane,  a  zealous  naturalist,  wbo  spared  no  pains  or  es- 
pence  in  the  acquisition  and  promotion  of  knowledge  in 
natural  history,  and  who  was  yet  more  honourably  distin- 
guished by  his  sVill  in  his  own  profession,  his  general  pa- 
tronage of  scholars,  his  public  spirit,  and  extensive  phi- 
lanthropy. Sir  Hans  Sloan^  unquestionably  spent  a  con*- 
aiderable  time  at  Montpellier,  probably  to  improve  his 
knowledge  and  to  establish  his  health ;  and  here  too  it  is 
anid  he  got  his  degree  of  M.  D.  But  at  what  place  and  at 
what  tinie  soever  their  acquaintance  began,  being  for- 
warded by  a  similarity  of  studies,  in  which  William  Cour- 
ten  had  undoubtedly  the  pre-eminence,  it  ripened  into  a 
friendship  that  continued  tuithoilt  interruption  to  the  end 
of  his  life. 

Immediately  on  the  expiration  of  his  minority,  William 
Courten  left  Montpellier  for  some  time,  being  obliged  to 
repair  tb  London,  by  the  exigency  of  his  own  and  his 
aister^s  ^ffitirs,  in  order  to  procure  their  final  settlement, 
and  to  secure  to  himself  and  her  the  best  provision  for  the 
fiiture  that  could  be  collected  from  the  wide-spread  ruins 
of  their  family.  Yet  with  a  turn  of  mind  that  biassed  him 
strongly  to  a  contemplative  life,  unexperienced  in  the 
ways  of  the  world,  torn  from  darling  studies,  and  under 
the  influence  of  the  indolent  habits  of  a  mere  scholar,  this 
youth  was  ill  qualified  to  be  a  principal  agent  for  himself 
and  his  sister  in  a  business  so  perplexed,  so  laborious,  and 
80  unpromising. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  England,  in  concert  with  hrs 
friends,  William  Courten  began  his  litigations  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  his  sister.  The  first  object  he  aimed  at  was  to 
set  aside  the  letters  that,  in  his  absence  and  minority, 
Carew  had  surreptitiously  obtained,  and  to  get  himself 
legally  invested  with  the  administration  of  the  estate  and 
effects  of  his  laticestors.  He  contended  that  George  Carew 
was  an  officious  intruder,  under  false  pretexts  of  being  a 
BufF(M'er,  and  an  agent  for  other  sufferers  by  the  losses  of 
his  father  and  grandfather ;  and  urged  that  this  man's  in- 
termeddling with  the  wrecks  of  their  fortunes,  had  been 
equally  to  the  prejudice  of  the  rightful  heirs,  and  to  the 
detriment  of  the  legal  creditors  of  the  family.  He  claimed 
therefore  for  himself,  as  bis  natural  right,  the  administra* 
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tion  of  the  Cotirten  estates ;  and  his  aunt^  lady  Knightly, 
who  seems  to  have  been  then  the  only  surviving  child  of  sir 
WilliacD)  from  whom  the  estates  desoended,  concurred 
with  her  nephew  in  this  claim.  George  Carew,  who  was 
both  a  courtier  and  a  lawyer,  seems  to  have  exerted  hits 
utmost  address  and  professional  skill  to  stop  or  frustrate 
these  proceedings.  He  expressly  owns  in  one  of  his 
papers  that  he  had  indeed  paid  indefinite  sums  of  money 
to  William  Courten,  esq.  after  he  came  of  age,  though  he 
says  at  the  same  time  that  he  did  not  pay  the  monies  be« 
cause  William  Courten  had  a  right  to  them,  but  solely  to 
prevent  and  terminate  debates.  The  causes  here  assigned 
for  the  payments  to  William  Courten,  esq.  after  hei  came 
of  age,  are  very  questionable;  for  Carew  does  not  appear 
a  man  likely  to  have  parted  with  money  on  such  principles 
merely  to  prevent  or  terminate  debates. 

Mr.  Courten  still  persisted  in  his  favourite  study  of  natu^ 
ral  histofy ;  but  he  persevered  notwithstanding  in  the  vari- 
ous processes  instituted  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  sister. 
About  1663,  it  seems  that  some  compromise  took  place 
between  Mr.  Courten  and  Mr.  Carew;  when,  by  a  bond, 
it  appears  that  the  former  abandoned  all  claim  to  the  ad^ 
ministration,  for  valuable  considerations  not  specified ; 
adding,  that  whatever  he  had  received  from  the  wrecks  c?f 
the  fortune  of  his  father  was  ex  dono  &  gratia,  and  not  ex 
jure.  He  even  relinquished  his  family  name  of  Courten, 
assumed  that  of  William  Charleton,  and  publicly  announ- 
ced his  intention  of  quitting  England,  and  living  in  a 
strange  land. 

Of  the  course  or  duration  of  his  travels  no  particular  in- 
formation can  now  be  given.  It  maybe  reasonably  judged, 
that,  after  a  peregrination  of  three  or  four  years  at  most, 
he  settled  in  his^  former  place  of  abode,  at  Montpellier, 
where  he  certainly  resided  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  time 
that  he  lived  abroad.  Sir  Hans  Sloane  says  expressly  that 
he  was  absent  from  England,  at  different  times,  no  doubt, 
twenty-five  years  in  all ;  and  though  the  particular  years 
are  not  stated,  it  wouH  not  be  very  difficult,  if  it  was  of 
any  importance,  to  ascertain  them.  Mr,  Courten  seems 
all  along  to  have  paid  great  and  general  attention  to  polite 
literature.  His  papers  and  place>books,  many  of  which 
are  preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  discover  various, 
judicious,  and  extensive  reading,  and  hi«  own  frequent  re- 
istarks  show  that  he  thought  as  well  as  read.    About  thiB 
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time  be  seems  to  have  been  engaged  in  the  stndy  of  coin^ 
both  ancient-and  modern.  On  this  entertaining  and  use-* 
fuly  but  expensive  branch  of  knowledge,  he  certainly  made 
great  proficiency,  and  attained  at  last  extraordinary -skill. 
It  appears  from  one  of  his  pocket-books,  that  in  1669  he 
began  to  collect  coins,  in  both  kinds,  and  in  all  metals,  at 
considerable  expenc^. 

It  was  most  probably  abroad,  and  about  the  year  1675, 
that  Mr.  Courten's  acquaintance  and  friendship  with  the 
celebrated  Mr  John  Locke  began ;  for  in  the  summer  of 
that  year  the  bad  state  of  Locke's  health,  and  an  appre- 
hended consumption,  induced  him  to  repair  to  Montpeiliery 
then  famous  for  the  cure  of  diseases  in  the  lupgs.  For 
many  years  past  people  have  discontinued  to  resort  to 
Montpellier,  when  afflicted  with  pulmonary  and  consump- 
tive  complaints,  its  air  having  been  long  judged  peculiarly 
improper  for  them ;  though  it  is  now  said  to  be  much 
mended,  by  draining  a  morass,  or  planting,  or- destroying 
a  wood.  Bishop  Atterbui;)',  who  was  there  in  the  summer 
1729,  represents  it  as  so  uncomfortable,  that  he  was  forced 
to  take  shelter  from  the  sultry  heats,  at  Vigan  in  the  Ce- 
venues,  ten  leagues  disunt. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Courten  was  one  of  the  select  friends 
among  whom  Locke  practised  physic,  of  which  he  bad 
taken  a  bachelor's  degree  at  Oxford.  That  Mr.  Courten 
attended  particularly  to  Locke's  prescription,  and  derived 
benefit  from  it,  is  evident  from  his  answer,  and  from  the 
following  entries  in  a  Saunders's  almanac  for  1698,  in 
which  there  is  a  MS  diary,  not  by  Dr.  Walter  Charle- 
ton,  as  it  is  entitled  in  the  Museum,  and  the  catalogue  of 
MSS.  but  relative  solely  to  Mr.  Wijliam  Courten,  being 
his  own  hand-writing,  which  is  sufficiently  distinguishable, 
and  moreover  vouched  as  his  by  the  information  itself. 
^^  July  27,  1698,  being  distressed  with  my  headach  and 
giddiness,  I  left  off  entirely  taking  tobacco  in  snuff,  having 
only  taken  it  but  four  times  a  day,  for  several  days  before, 
and  never  after  seven  at  night"  **  Aug.  20,  169S,  must 
shew  my  things  [meaning  his  Museum]  but  seldom,  never 
two  days  consecutively  for  the  future."  Certainly  Mr. 
Courten  cultivated  medallic  science  with  pleasure,  avidity, 
and  considerable  success,  as  is  evident  in  the  British  Mu- 
seum, both  in  the  coins  be  collected,  and  in  the  accounts 
he  h^s  given  of  them.  It  appears  likewise  from  many  of 
his  paper3  in  the  same  repository,  that  as  a  general  scholar 
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lie  was  het  from  being  contemptible,  and  that  be  was  not 
unskilled  in  making  experiments.     Mr.  Courten's  intima- 
cies,  correspondences  and  friendships,  with  doctor,  after- 
wards sir  Hans  Sloane,  with  doctor,  afterwards  sir  Tancred 
Robinson,  physician  in  ordinary  to  George  I.  with  doctor 
Martin   Lister,  with   Mr.  L.  Piukenet,  with   Mr.   Edward 
Llwyd,  &c.  were  certainly  founded  on  congenial  taste,  and 
argue  lio  inferior  degrees  of  proficiency   in  the   various 
branches  of  natural  history.     Mr.  Courten's  own  museum 
remains  to  this  day,  though  improved,  as  may  well  be  sup* 
posed,  and  now  arranged  for  the  most  part  to  greater  ad- 
vantage, according  to  the  Linnsean  system.     Of  his  curi- 
ous colleotion  it  is  now  impossible  to  ascertain  the  exact 
catalogues  or  precise  value.     Swelled  with  short  histories 
and  accounts  of  their  contents,  they  amount,  it  is  said,  in 
all,  to  thirty-eight  volumes  in  folio,  and  eight  volumes  in 
quarto.     It  remained  for  about  half  a  century  «fter  the 
death  of  Mr.  Courten,  in  the  possession  of  his  executor 
and  residuary  legatee,^  who  certainly  added  very  much  to 
it,  and  was  then  purchased  in  1753,  for  the  use  of  the 
public,  without  so  much  as  the  mention  of  tde  name  of  its 
first  and  most  scientific  collector  and  proprietor,  so  tar  as 
jappears  in  the  whole  course  of  the  transaction,  for  20,000/. 
though  the  coins  and  precious  stones  alone  were  said  to  be 
of  that  value.     It  is  now  preserved  in  the  British  Museum. 
Mr.  Courten  passed  the  last  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of 
his  life  in  chambers  at  the  Temple,  promoting  the  know- 
ledge of  natural  history,  and  exhibiting  his  collection  gra- 
tis in  an  instructive  way.     Latterly  the  declining  state  of 
bis  health  obliged  him  to  practise  more  abstemiousness  than 
was  agreeable  to  his  convivial  turn  ;  and  for  several  years 
be  was  under  the  necessity  of  abstaining  almost  entirely 
from  wine  and  all  spirituous  liquors,  in  which,  from  a  com- 
panionable disposition,  and  in  compliance  with  a  fashion 
then  much  more  prevalent  than  at  present,  it  seems  that 
be  indulged  at  times  rather  too  freely.     He  died  at  Ken- 
/sington  gravel-pits,  on  the  26th  of  March  1702,  aged  6S, 
and  was  buried  in  the  church-yard  of  that  parish.  ^ 

COURTILZ  (Gatien  de),  sieur  de  Sandras,  was  born 
at  Paris  in  1644.  After  having  been  captain  in  the  regi- 
jinent  of  Champagne,  he  went  over  to  Holland  in  1683, 
where  he  wrote  several  works,  published  under  different 

}  ^u^.  Brit.— T^tler^  with  notes,  edit.  178G,  6  rpls.  and  tS06,  4  vols.  Svo. 
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names,  and  with  opposite  views.  Among  these  are,  I. 
*'  The  conduct  of  France  since  the  peace  of  Nimegoen/' 
1683,  12moy  a  work  in  which  he  censures  the  conduct  of 
bis  countrymen.  2.  '^  An  answer  to  the  foregoing/'  in 
which  he  produces  the  arguments  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question.  3.  ^^  The  new  interests  of  the  Princes.^'  4. 
*<  The  Life  of  Coligni/'  1686,  12mo,  in  which  ke  aifecto 
to  speak  as  belonging  to  the  reformed  religion,  although 
he  was  always  a  Roman  catholic.  5.  V  Memoirs  of  Roch-^ 
fort,''  12mo.  6.  <^  History  of  the  Dutch  War  from  the 
year  1672  to  1677  ;  a  work  which  obliged  him  for  some 
time  to  quit  the  territories  of  the  republic.  7.  •**  Political 
Testament  of  Colbert,"  12mo.  The  French  clergy  were 
highly  incensed  against  him,  for  relating  in  it  an  expn-es*^ 
aiou  of  Colbert,  that  *^  the  bishops  of  France  were  so  much 
demoted  to  the  will  of  the  king,  that  if  he  should  think  fk 
to  substitute  the  koran  instead  of  the  gospel,  they  would 
readily  subscribe  to  it."  8.  "  Le  grand  Alcandre  frustr^," 
or  the  last  efforts  of  love  and  virtue.  9.  "  The  Memoirs'* 
of  John  Baptist  de  la  Fontaine;  those  of  Artagnao,  3  vols^ 
12mo  ;  those  of  Montbrun,  12mo  ;  those  of  the  marchioness 
Dufresne,  12mo5  those  of  Bordeaux,  4  vols.  12mo;  those 
of  Saint- Hilaire,  4  vols.  12mo.  10.  ^^  Annals  of  Paris  and 
of  the  Court,  for  the  years  1697  and  1698."  11.  "The 
Life  of  the  Vicomte  Turenne,"  12mo,  published  under  the 
name  of  Dtfbuissoii.  On  his  return  to  France  in  1702,  he 
was  shut  up  in  the  Bastille,  where  he  was  kept  in  a  dun- 
geon  for  nine  years,  or,  as  Moreri  says,  only  three  year». 
Having  obtained  bis  liberty,  he  married  a  bookseller'^ 
widow,  aud  died  at  Parb  the  6th  of  May,  1712,  at  the  age 
of  68.  He  is  also  the  author  of,  12.  Memoirs  of  Tyrcon* 
nel,  composed  from  the  verbal  accounts  of  that  nobleman, 
a  clo^e  prisoner,  like  ham,  in  the  bastille.  13.  "Histo- 
rical and  political  Mercury,"  &c.  He,  besides,  left  manu- 
^scripts  suiHcient  in  quantity  to  make  40  volumes  in  12mo. 
^*  The  Memoirs  of  Vordac,"  2  vols,  r  2mo,  are  unjustly  at- 
tributed to  him  ;  but  enough  was  avowed  tp  give  us /but  an 
tinfavourable  opinion  of  his  judgment  or  consistency. ' 

COURTIVRON  (Gasparp  le  Compasseuh  de  CREaui, 
Marquis  D£),  chevalier  de  Saint-Louis,  and  veteran  pen^- 
sionary  of  the  academy  of  sciences,  born  at  Dijon  in  171 5, 
died  the  4tb  of  October,  1735,  at  the  age  of  70.    He  signal- 
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ize<:I  bimfielf  both  as  a  military  and  a  literary  man.  Being 
wounded  in  the  campaign  of  Bavaria,  in  the  act  of  saving 
marshal  Saxe  from  the  most  immiaent  danger,  he  devoted 
himself  to  the  cultivation  of  mathematics  and  natural  phi- 
losophy, and  communicated  to  the  French  academy  seve- 
ral valuable  memoirs  on  those  sciences.  His  separate  pub- 
lications were,  1.  "  A  treatise  of  Optics,''  1752,  4to.  The 
author  here  gives  the  theory  of  light  on  the  Newtonian 
system,  with  new  solutions  of  the  principal  problems  in 
dioptrics  and  catoptrics.  This  book  is  of  use  as  a  com- 
mentary on  Newton's  Optics.  2.  "  Memoirs'  of  ^n  Epi- 
zootia  which  raged  in  Burgundy."  3.  "  The  Art  of  Forges 
^nd  Furnaces ;"  this  he  wrote  in  partnership  with  M . 
Bouchu,  which  was  afterwards  incorporated  in  the  Cyclo- 
paedia. The  niatquis  de  Courtivron,  s^ys  his  eulogist, 
was  a  true  philosopher.  As  he  bad  properly  appreciated 
life,  he  resigned  it  without  disquietude,  and  perhaps  witI|L- 
aut  regret.  The  only  sentiment  to  be  perceived  through 
the  serenity  and  silence  of  his  last  moments,  was  that  of 
gratitude  for  the  tenderness  that  was  shewn  him,  and  a 
constant  attention  to  spare  the  sensibility  of  his  family  and 
friends.  * 

COURTNEY  (William),  archbishop  of  Canterbury  in 
the  reign  of  king  Richard  If.  was  the  fourth  son  of  Hugh 
Courtney,  earl  of  Devonshire,  by  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Humphrey  Bohun,  earl  of  Hereford  and  Essex,  by  bis  wife 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  king  Edward  I.  and  was  born  in 
the  year  1341.  He  had  his  education  at  Oxford,  where 
he  applied  himself  to  the  study,  of  the  civil  and  canon  law. 
Afterwards,  entering  into  holy  orders,  he  obtained  three 
pi-ebends  in  three  cathedral  churches,  viz.  those  of  Bath, 
Exeter,  and  York.  The  nobility  of  his  birth,  and  bis  emi- 
nent learning,  recommending  him  to  public  notice,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  HI.  be  was  promoted  in  1369  to  the  see 
of  Hereford,  and  thence  translated  to  the  see  of  London^ 
September  12,  1375,  being  then  in  the  34th  year  of  his 
age.  In  a  synod,  held  at  London  in  1376,  bishop  Courtney 
distinguished  himself  by  his  opposition  to  the  king's  demand 
of  a  subsidy ;  and  presently  after  he  fell  nnder  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  high  court  of  chancery,  for  publishing  a 
bull  of  pope  Gregory  II.  without  the  king's  consent,  which 
he  was  compelled  to  recall.     The  next  year,  in  obedience 
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to  the  pope^i  mandatet  he  cited  WicklifF  to  appear  befoul 
bis  tribunal  in  St.  Paui*s  church  :  but  that  reformer  being 
accompanied  by  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancaster,  and 
other  nobles,  who  favoured  his  opinions,  and  appeared 
openly  in  the  bishop's  court  for  him,  and  treated  the 
bishop  with  very  little  ceremony,  the  populace  took  his 
part,  went  to  the  duke  of  Lancaster's  house  in  the  Savoy, 
plundered  it,  and  would  have  burnt  it  to  the  ground,  had 
not  the  bishop  hastened  to  the  place,  and  drawn  them  \>ff 
by  bis  persuasions.  The  consequences  of  this  difference 
with  so  powerful  a  nobleman  as  John  of  Gaunt,  were  pro- 
bably dreaded  even  by  Courtney ;  for,  with  respect  to 
Wickliff,  he  at  this  time  proceeded  no  farther  than  to  enjoin 
bim  and  his  followers  silence.  In  1378,  it  is  said  by  God- 
win, but  without  proper  authority,  that  Courtney  was  made 
a  cardinal.  In  138 1,  he  was  appointed  lord  high  chancellor 
of  England.  The  same  year,  he  was  translated  to  the  see 
of  Canterbury,  in  the  room  of  Simon  Sudbury;  and  on 
the  6th  of  May,  1382,  he  received  the  pall  from  the  bands 
of  the  bishop  of  London  in  the  archiepiscopal  palace  at 
Croydon.  This  year  also  be  performed  the  ceremony  of 
crowning  queen  Anne,  consort  of  king  Richard  11.  at  West- 
minster. Soon  after  his  inauguration,  he  restrained,  by 
ecclesiastical  censures,  the  bailiffs,  and  other  officers,  of 
the  see  of  Canterbury,  from  taking  cognizance  of  adultery 
and  the  like  crimes,  which  then  belonged  to  the  ecclesias- 
tical court.  About  the  same  time,  he  held  a  synod  at  Lon* 
don,  in  which  several  of  Wickliff*s  tenets  were  condemned 
as  heretical  and  erroneous.  In  1383,  be  held  a  synod  at 
Oxford,  in  which  a  subsidy  was  granted  to  the  king,  some 
of  Wickliff's  followers  obliged  to  recant,  and  the  students 
of  the  university  to  swear  renunciation  of  his  tenets.  The 
same  year,  in  pursuance  of  the  pope's  bull  directed  to  him 
for  that  purpose,  be  issued  his  mandate  to  the  bishop  of 
Londoli  for  celebrating  the  festival  of  St.  Anne,  mother  of 
the  blessed  virgin.  In  1386,  the  king,  by  the  advice  of 
his  parliament,  put  the  administration  of  the  government 
into  the  hands  of  eleven  commissioners,  of  whom  archbishop 
Courtney  was  the  first;  but  this  lasted  only  one  year.  In 
1387,  he  held  a  synod  at  London,  in  which  a  tenth  was, 
granted  to  the  king.  The  same  year,  it  being  moved  in  a 
parliament  held  at  London  on  occasion  of  the  dissension 
between  the  king  and  his  nobles,  to  inflict  capital  punish- 
ment ofi  some  of  the  ringleaders,  and  it  being  prohibited 
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by  the  canons  for  bishops  to  be  present  and  vote  in  cases 
of  blood,  the  archbishop  and  his  suffragans  withdrew  from 
the  house  of  lords,  having  first  entered  a  protest  in  rela- 
tion to  their  peerage  and  privilege  to  sit  upon  all  other  ' 
matters.     In  1399,  he  held  a  synod  in  St.  Mary's  church  in 
Cambridge,  in  which  a  tenth  was  granted  to  the  king,  on 
condition  that  he  should  pass  over  into  France  with  an  army 
before  the  1st  of  October  following.    This  year,  archbishop 
Courtney  set  out   upon  his   metropolitical  visitation,  in 
which  he  was  at  first  strongly  opposed  by  the  bishops  of 
Exeter  and  Salisbury  ;  but  those  prelates  being  at  last  re- 
duced to  terms  of  submission,  he  proceeded  in  his  visita- 
tion without  farther  opposition  :  only,  at  the  intercession 
of  the  abbot  of  St.  Alban^s,  he  refrained  from  visiting  cer- 
tain monasteries  at  Oxford.     The  same  year,  the  king  di- 
rected his  royal  mandate  to  the  arclibishop,  not  to  coun- 
tenance or  contribute  any  thing  towards  a  subsidy  for  th^ 
pope.     In  a  parliament  held  at  Winchester  in  1392,  arch- 
bishop Courtney,  being  probably  suspected  of  abetting  the 
papal  encroachments  upon  the  church  and  state,  delivered 
in  an  answer  to  certain  articles  exhibited  by  the  commons 
in  relation  to  those  encroachments,  which  is  thought  to 
have  led  the  way  to  the  statute  of  pramunire.     The  same 
year,  he  visited  the  diocese  of  Lincoln,  in  which  he  en- 
deavoured to  check  the  growth  of  Wickliff's  doctrines. 
In  1395,  he  obtained  from  the  pope  a  grant  of  four-pence 
in  the  pound  on  all  ecclesiastical  benefices ;  in  which  he 
was  opposed  by  the  bishop  of  Lincoln,  who  would  not 
suffer  it  to  be  collected  in  his  diocese,  and  appealed  to  the 
pope.    But  before  the  matter  could  be  decided,  archbishop 
Courtney  died,   July  31,    1396,    at  Maidstone  in  Kem, 
where  he  was  buried,  but  has  a  monument  in  the  cathe- 
dral church  of  Canterbury,  on  the  south  side,  near  the 
tomb   of  Thomas  Becket,  and  at  the  feet  of  the  Black' 
Prince.     His  remains  at  Maidstone,    only  a  few  bones, 
were  seen  some  years  ago.     This  prelate  founded  a  college 
of  secular  priests  at  Maidstone.     He  left  a  thousand  marks 
for  the  repair  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Canterbury ;  also 
to  the  same  church  a  silver- gilt  image  of  the  Trinity,  with 
six  apostles  standing  round  it  weighing  160  pounds ;   some 
books,  and  some  ecclesiastical  vestments.     He  obtained 
from  king  Richard  a  grant  of  four  fairs  to  be  kept  at  Can- 
terbury yearly  within  the  site  of  the  priory. — The  charac- 
ter of  archbishop  Courtney,    weighed  in  the  balance  of 
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modern  opinions,  is  that  of  a  persecuting  adherent  to  the 
church  of  Rome,  to  which,  however,  he  was  not  so  much 
attached  as  to  forget  what  was  due  to  his  king  and  country. 
He  appears  to  have  exhibited  in  critical  emergencies,  a 
bold  and  resolute  spirit,  and  occasionally  a  happy  pre- 
sence of  mind.  One  circumstance,  which  displays  the 
strength  and  firmness  of  Courtney's  mind  in  the  exercise 
of  bis  religious  bigotry,  deserves  to  be  noticed.  When 
the  archbishop,  on  a  certain  day,  with  a  number  of  bishops 
and  divines,  had  assembled  to  condemn  the  tenets  of 
Wickliff,  just  as  they  were  going  to  enter  upon  business, 
a  violent  earthquake  shook  the  monastery.  Upon  this,  the 
terri6ed  bishops  threw  down  their  papers,  and  crying  out, 
that  the  business  was  displeasing  to  God,  came  to  a  hasty 
resolution  to  proceed  no  farther.  **  The  archbishop  alone,  ~ 
says  Mr.  Gilpin  in  his  Life  of  WicklilF,  '^  remained  un- 
moved. With  equal  spirit  and  address  he  chid  their  super-* 
stitious  fears,  and  told  them,  that  if  the  earthquake  por- 
tended any  thing,  it  portended  the  downfall  of  heresy; 
that  as  noxious  vapours  are  lodged  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  and  are  expelled  by  these  violent  concussions,  so 
by  their  strenuous  endeavours,  the  kingdom  should  be 
purified  from  the  pestilential  taint  of  heresy,  which  had 
infected  it  in  every  part.  This  speech,  together  with  the 
news  that  the  earthquake  was  general  through  the  city, 
as  it  was  afterwards  indeed  found  to  have  been  through 
the  island,  dispelled  their  fears.  Wickliff  would  often 
merrily  speak  of  this  accident ;  and  would  call  this  assem- 
bly the  council  of  the  herydene ;  herydene  being  the 
old  English  word  for  earthquake.** 

In  the  Parliamentary  History,  some  notice  is  taken  of 
the  speech  which,  as  chancellor  of  England,  Courtney 
made  at  the  opening  of  the  parliament  in  1382.  The 
words  which  he  took  for  his  theme  were  rex  convenire  fecit 
consilium^  and  it  is  said  that  he  made  a  notable  oration 
upon  it  in  English.  He  applied  his  text  to  the  good  and 
virtuous  government  of  the  kingdom, during  his  reign.  No 
reign,  the  archbishop  affirmed^  could  long  endure,  if  vice 
ruled  in  it,  to  remedy  which  evil  the  parliament  was  called, 
the  laws  then  in  being  not  having  been  found  effectual  to 
that  purpose.  ^ 
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COURTOIS  (James  and  William).     See  CORTESI. 

COUSIN  (Gilbert),  in  Latin,  Cognatus,  a  learned 
writer  of  the  sixteenth  century,  was  born  at  Nozeret,  in 
Franche-Conit6,  Jan.  21,  1506.  Having  a  turn  for  the 
law,  he  went  to  study  at  Dole  in  1526,  but  not  relishing  it 
after  six  months  application,  he  entered  upon  a  course  of 
divinity,  and  being  introduced  to  Erasmus,  was  employed 
by  him  as  an  amanuensisT  or  copyist.  Erasmus  also  in- 
structed him  in  the  learned  languages  and  in  polite  litera-i 
ture.  In  1535  the  prince  of  Orange  conferred  on  him  a 
canonry  of  St.  Antony  at  Nozeret,  in  consequence  of  which 
preferment,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  Erasmus,  who  ex- 
pressed a  very  high  regard  for  him  in  several  of  his  letters. 
When  established  at  Nozeret,  he  appears  to  have  taught 
school.  In  1558,  he  accompanied  the  archbisliop  of  Be- 
san9on  on  a  tour  into  Italy;  but  being  soon  after  suspected 
of  heresy,  he  was  arrested  by  order  of  pope  Pius  V.  and 
thrown  into  prison,  in  which  he  died  in  1567.  It  is  gene- 
rally agreed  that  he  inclined  in  some  measure  to  the  senti- 
ments of  the  reformers.  His  works,  of  which  a  collection 
was  published  in  1562,  3  vols,  folio^  at  Basle,  consist  of 
translations  from  various  authors,  a  treatise  on  grammar, 
erroneously  ascribed  to  St.  Basil ;  Latin  dissertations ;  let- 
ters ;  historical  and  critical  treatises,  &c.  Niceron  has  an 
elaborate  article  on  this  author;  and  in  1775  was  published 
a.t  Altorf,  <'  Commentatio  de  vita  Gilberti  Cognati,  et 
Commentatio  de  scriptis,"  by  Schwartz,  4to.  Cousin^s 
notes  upon  Lucian  are  in  Bourdelot's  edition  of  that  classic, 
1615,  folio,  but  had  been  published  before  by  himself,  in 
an  edition  printed  at  Basil,  1563,  and  reprinted  in  1602, 
and  1619,  4  vols.  8vo.  *     . 

COUSIN  (James  Antony  Joseph),  an  excellent  French 
geometrician,  a  member  of  the  old  academy  of  sciences, 
and  more  recently  of  the  conservative  senate,  and  the  na- 
tional institute  of  France,  was  born  at  Paris,  Jan.  28,  1739, 
and  was  early  distinguished  for  literary,  industry,  and  habits 
of  study  and  reflection,  which  were  confined  at  last  to  the 
pursuit  of  mathematical  knowledge  and  natural  philoso- 
phy. In  1766  he  was  appointed  professor  o£  the  latter  in 
the  college  of  France,  as  coadjutor  of  Le  Monnier,  which 
situation  he  filled  for  thirty-two  years  with  great  reputatioii. 
In  1769  he  was  appointed  professor  of  mathematic*^  in  the 
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military  school ;  in  1772  he  was  admitted  into  the  academy 
of  sciences  as  adjoint-geometer,  and  in  1777  he  published 
the  first  edition  of  his  lessons  on  the  **  Calcul  diiFerentiel, 
et  Calcul  integral,^*  2  vols.  12mo,  reprinted  in  1796  and 
1797,  in  2  vols.  4to,  a  work  which  manifests  the  depth  and 
precision  of  his  geometrical  knowledge.  In  1787  he  pub- 
lished his  ^^ntcpduction'  a  Tetude  de  TAstronomie  phy- 
sique," 8vo;  and  in  1798,  "  Elemens  d'Algebre/'  8vo. 
There  are  also  various  essays  by  him  in  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  tn  1791  he  was  appointed  muni- 
cipal officer  of  the  commune  of  Paris,  and  his  office  being 
to  provide  the  metropolis  with  provisions  at  that  distracted 
period,  he  must  have  executed  its  duties  with  no  common 
prudence  and  skill  to  have  given  satisfaction.  In  1796  he 
resumed  his  professor^s  chair  in  the  college  of  France,  and 
in  1799  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  conservative  senate. 
His  conduct  in  political  life  we  are  unacquainted  with.  He 
died  at  Paris  December  30,  1 808. ' 

COUSIN  (John),  an  eminent  French  artist,  and  the 
earliest  historical  painter  France  produced,  was  born  at 
iSouct  near  Sens,  in  1530,  and  studied  the  fine  arts  so 
strenuously  in  his  youth,  that  he  became  profoundly 
learned,  especially  in  the  mathematics.  Painting  on  glass 
being  very  much  in  vogue  in  those  days,  he  applied  him- 
self more  to  tliat  than  to  the  drawing  of  pictures.  Several 
fine  performances  of  his  are  to  be  seen  in  the  churches  of 
the  neighbourhood  of  Sens,  and  some  in  Paris  ;  particularly 
in  St.  Gervase's  church,  where,  on  the  windows  of  the 
choir,  he  painted  the  martyrdom  of  St.  Laurence,  the  his- 
tory of  the  Samaritan  woman,  and  that  of  the  paralytic. 
There  are  several  of  his  pictures  in  the  city  of  Sens'; 
as  also  some  portraits.  But  the  chief  of  his  works,  and  that 
which  is  most  esteemed,  is  his  picture  of  the  Last  Judgment, 
in  the  sacristy  of  the  Minims  at  Bois  de  Vincennes, 
which  was  graved  by  Peter  de  Tode,  a  Fleming,  a  good 
designer.  This  picture  shews  the  fruitJFulness  of  Cousin*s 
genius,  by  the  numbers  of  the  figures  that  enter  into  the 
composition ;  yet  is  somewhat  wanting  in  elegance  of 
design.  ^ 

Cousin  married  the  daughter  of  the  lieutenant-general 
of  Sens,  and  carried  her  to  Paris,  where  he  lived  the  rest 
of  his  days.     His  learning  acquired  him  the  name  of  the 
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Qreat.  He  was  well  received  at  court,  and  in  favour  with 
four  kings  successively ;  namely,  Henry  II.  Francis  IL 
pharles  IX.  *and  Henry  III.  He  worked  also  in  sculpture, 
and  made  admiral  Chabot's  tomb,  which  is  in  the  chapel 
of  Orleans,  belonging  to  the  Celestines  in  Paris.  The  last 
French  account  of  him  *fixes  his  death  in  1589.  Of  his 
literary  works,  we  have  seen  only  the  following:  1.  '^  Livre 
de  Perspective,"  Par.  1560,  folio.  2.  <*  Livre  de  Pour- 
traiture,"  ib.  1618,  4to,  and  1671,  both  which  are  in  the 
British  Museum.^ 

COUSIN  (Lewis),  president  of  the  Mint,  one  of  the 
forty  members  of  the  French. academy,  was  born  Aug.  J  2, 
1627,  at  Paris.  He  was  intended  for  the  ecclesiastical 
profession,  and  admitted  bachelor  of  the  Sorbonne ;  but, 
quitting  that  situation  afterwards,  was  received  advocate, 
married,  and  attended  the  bar  till  1657,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed president  of  the  Mint.  He  assisted  in  the  ^^  Jour« 
nal  des  Savans"  from  1687  to  1702.  President  Cousin  was 
well  acquainted  with  ecclesiastical  antiquity,  and  learned 
Hebrew  at  the  age  of  70,  that  he  might  spend  his  last 
years  in  reading  the  Scripture  in  %he  original.  He  died 
February  26,  1707,  at  Paris,  aged  80.  He  founded  six: 
scholarships  at  the  college  of  Laon,  and  left  his  library  to 
the  abbey  of  St.  Victor,  with  20,000  livres ;  the  interest  to 
be  employed  in  augmenting  that  library.  His  works  are, 
*^  The  Roman  History  of  Xiphilin,"  &c.  4to,  or  2  vols. 
12mo,  a  French  translation  of  the  ^^  Ecclesiastical  Histories 
of  Eusebius,  Socrates,  Sozomenus,  and  Theodoret,''  4  vols. 
4to,  or  6  vols.  12mo:  there  are  often  but  five,  because  the 
History  of  Constantine  has  been  taken  out,  and  added  to 
that  of  Constantinople.  A  translation  of  the  authors  of  the 
•*  Byzantine  History,"  1672 — 1674,  in  8  vols,  4to,  or  I). 
12mo  ;  and  some  other  works.  These  translations  are  writ^ 
ten  in  very  good  French.^ 

,  COUSTANT  (Peter),  a  learned  Benedictine  of  the 
congregation  of  St.  Maure,  was  born  at  Compiegne  in 
1654,  and  died  at  Paris  October  18,  1721,  in  the  abbey  of 
St.  Germain  des  Pr6s,  of  which  he  was  dean.  He  em- 
ployed  much  of  bis  time,  as  was  the  case  with  other  learned 
ineii  of  bis  order,  in  preparing  editions  of  the  fathers.  In 
1693,  be  published  an  edition  of  St.  Hilary,  folio;  and  ia 
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1706  undertook  the  defence  of  Mabillon  on  the  subject  of 
establishing  rules  for  distinguishing  genuine  from  fictitious 
writings,  and  wrote  against  Mabillon's  antagonist,  father 
Germon,  a  Jesuit,  <'  Vindicise  MS.  codicum  a  R.  P.  Bartb. 
Geunon  impuguatorum,  cum  appendice  in  qua  S.  Hilarii 
quidam  loci  ab  anouymo  (the  abb^  Faydit)  obscurati  et  de* 
pravati  illustrantur  et  explicantur.''  In  1 7 15  he  published 
**  Vindicios  veterum  codicutn  confirmate,'*  against  another 
work  of  the  same  Germon^s,  ^^  Do  veteribus  ha;reticis  ec- 
clesiasticorum  codicum  corruptoribus.'*  He  also  assisted. 
in  the  Benedictine  edition  of  St.  Augustin^s  works,  and 
published  "  The  Letters  of  the  Popes,"  at  Paris,  folio,  with 
a  preface  and  notes,  1721.  He  was,  as  to  private  charac- 
ter, a  man  of  unbounded  charity,  and,  his  biographer  says, 
not  only  loved  the  poor,  but  poverty  itself.  ^ 

COUSTOU  (Nicholas),  sculptor  in  ordinary  to  the 
French  king,  was  born  at  Lyons  in  1658,  and  died  at  Paris 
the  1st  of  May,  1733,  aged  75,  member  of  the  royal  aca- 
demy of  painting  and  sculpture.  He  went  to  Italy  as  pen- 
sionary of  the  king.  It  was  there  he  produced  his  fine 
statue  of  the  emperor  Commodus,  represented  under  the 
character  of  Hercules,  forming  one  of  the  ornaments  of  the 
gardens  of  Versailles.  On  bis  return  to  France,  he  deco- 
rated Paris,  Versailles,  and  Marly,  with  several  pieces  of 
exquisite  workmanship.  The  groupe  at  the  back  of  the 
high-altar  of  Notre  Dame  de  Paris  is  by  him,  as  well  as  the 
two  groupes  at  Marly,  representing  two  horses  tamed  by 
grooms.  A  fop,  who  gave  himself  airs  as  a  great  connois- 
seur, thought  fit  to  say  to  the  artist,  while  he  was  em- 
ployed on  this  his  last  grand  work  :  *^  But  this  bridle,  me- 
thinks,  should  be  tighter." — "  What  pity,  sir,"  replied 
Coustou,  ^^  you  did  not  come  in  a  moment  sooner !  you 
would  have  seen  the  bridle  just  as  you  would  have  it ;  but 
these  horses  are  so  tender-mouthed,  that  it  could  not  con* 
tinue  so  for  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,*'-  In  all  his  produc- 
tions he  displays  an  elevated  genius ;  with  a  judicious  and 
delicate  taste,  a  fine  selection,  a  chaste  design,  natural, 
pathetic  and  noble  attitudes ;  and  his  draperies  are  rich, 
elegant,  and  mellow. — His  brother  William  was  director 
of  the  royal  academy  of  painting  and  sculpture,  and  died 
at  Paris  the  22d  of  February,  1746,  at  the  age  of  69.  Al- 
though he  had  not  much  less  merit  in  the  number  and  per- 
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fection  of  his  works,  he  was  not  always  esteemed  so  highly 
a*  he  deserved.  ^ 

COUSTOU  (William),  born  at  Paris  in  1716,  the 
nephew  of  Nicholas,  was  sori  of  the  last-mentioned,  and 
succeeded  to  his  talents,  which  he  improved  at  Rome.  O.A 
his  return  to  France,  where  previous  to  his^  departure  for 
Italy  he  had  carried  off  the  prize  for  sculpture  at  the  age 
of  nineteen,  he  was  employed  repeatedly  by  many  person^ 
of  rank.%  H6  was  engaged  to  make  the  mausoleum  of  the 
dauphin,  father  to  Louis  XVI.  and  his  illustrious,  consort : 
a  monument  which  emBellishes  the  cathedral  of  Sens.  It 
was  just  finished  when  its  author  died  in  July  1777,  in  the 
6 1st  year  of  his  age.  His  coffin  was  decorated  with  the 
ribbon  of  St.  Michael,  which  the  king  had  bestowed  on  him 
not  long  before.  His  other  performances  are  :  the  apo- 
theosis of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  which  he  executed  in  mar- 
ble for  the  Jesuits  of  BourdeauX;  an  Apollo  placed  at 
Bellevue ;  Venus  and  Mars,  which  the  king  of  Prussia 
bought  as  an  ornament  to  his  gallery  at  Berlin,  &c.  His 
Venus  is  particularly  conspicuods  for  the  grace,  the  pre- 
cision, and  the  majesty  of  its  form, '  i 

COWARD  (William),  a  medical  and  metaphysical 
writer,  was  the  son  of  Mr.  William  Coward  of  Winchester, 
where  he  was  born  in  the  year  1656  or  1657.  It  is  not 
certain  where  young  Coward  received  his  grammatical 
education;  but  it  was  probably  at  Winchester-school.  Ift 
his  eighteenth  year  he  was  removed  to  Oxford,  and  in  May 
1674  became  a  commoner  of  Hart-hall ;  the  inducement  to 
which  might  probably  be,  that  his  uncle  was  at  the  heiid  of 
that  seminary.  Howe\»er,  he  did  not  long  continue  there ; 
'for  in  the  year  following  Jie  was  admitted  a  scholar  of 
Wadham  college.  On  the  27th  of  June,  1677,  betook 
the  degree  of  B.  A.  and  in  January  1680  he  was  chosen 
probationer  fellow  of  Merton  college.  In  the  year  1681, 
was  published  Mr.  Dryden's  Absalom  and  Achitophel,  a 
production  on  the  celebrity  of  which  we  need  not  expatiajte. 
•At  Oxford  it  could  not  fail  to  be  greatly  admired  for  its 
poetical  merit ;  beside  which,  it  might  be  the  better  received 
on  account  of  its  containing  a  severe  satire  on  the  du^eof 
Monmouth  and  the  earl  of  Shaftesbury,  two  men  who  were 
certainly  no  favourites  with  that  loyal  university.  Accord- 
ingly, the  admiration  of  the  poem  produced  two  Latin  ver- 
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sions  of  it,  both  of  which  were  written  and  printed  at  Ox- 
ford ;  one  b}*  Mr.  Francis  Atterbury  (afterwards  the  cele« 
brated  bishop  of  Rogbester),  who  was  assisted  in  it  by  Mk. 
Francis  Hickman,  a  student  of  Christchurch ;  and  the 
other  by  Mr.  Cmvard.  These  translations  wete  published 
in  quarto,  in  1682.  Whatever  proof  Mr.  Coward^s  version 
of  the  Absalom  and  Achitophei  might  afford  of  his  progress 
in  classical  literature,  he  was  not  very  fortonate  in  this  first 
publication.  It  was  compared  with  Mr.  Atterbury's  pro- 
duction, not  a  little  to  its  disadvantage.  According  to 
Anthony  Wood,  he  was  schooled  for  it  in  the  college ;  it 
was  not  well  received  in  the  university ;  and  Atterbury's 
poem  was  extolled  as  greatly  superior.  To  conceal,  in 
some  degree,  Mr.  Coward's  mortification,  a  friend  of  his, 
in  a  public  paper,  advertised  the  translation,  as  written  by 
a  Walter  Curie,  of  Hertford,  gentleman  ;  yet  Coward's 
version  was  generally  mistaken  for  Atterbury*s,  and  a  spe- 
cimen given  of  it  in  Stackhouse's  life  of  that  prelate.  On 
the  13th  of  December,  1683,  Mr.  Coward  was  admitted  to 
the  degree  of  M.A.  Having  determined  to  apply  himself 
to  the  practice  of  medicine,  he  prosecuted  his  studies  in 
that  science,  and  took  the  decree  of  bachelor  of  physic  on 
the  23d  of  June  1685,  and  of  doctor  on  the  2d  of  July  1687. 
After  his  quitting  Oxford  he  exercised  his  profession  at 
Northampton,  from  which  place  he  removed  to  Londonin  1 6S3 
or  1 694,  and  settled  in  Lombard- street.  In  1695  he  published 
a  tract  in  8vo,  entitled  ^^  De  fermento  volatili  nutritio  con-* 
jectura  rationis,qu^ostenditur  spiritum  volatilemoleosum,  e 
sanguine  suffusum,  esse  verum  ac  genuinum  concoctionis  ac 
nutritionis  instrumentum."  lor  this  work  he  had  an  ho- 
nourable approbation  from  the  president  and  censors  of  the 
college  of  physicians.  But  it  was  not  to  medical  studies 
only  that  Dr.  Coward  confined  his  attention.  Besides  be* 
ing  fond  of  polite  learning,  he  entered  deeply  into  meta- 
physical speculations,  especially  with  regard  to  the  nature 
of  the  soul,  and  the  natural  immortality  of  man.  The  re- 
sult of  his  inquiries  was  his  publication,  in  1702,  under  the 
fictitious  name  of  Estibius  Psycalethes,  entitled  ^^  Second 
Thoughts  concerning  Human  Soul,  demonstrating  thcvnotioa 
of  human  soul,  as  believed  to  be  a  spiritual  immortal  sub- 
stance united  to  a  human  bod}',  to  be  a  plain  heathenish 
invention,  and  not  consonant  to  the  principles  of  philo- 
sophy, reason,  or  religion  ;  but  the  ground  only  of  many 
absurd  and  superstitious  opinions,  abominable  to  the  re-* 
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formed  church,  and  derogatory  in  general  to  true  Chris-, 
tianity."  This  work  was  dedicated  by  the  doctor  to  the 
clergy  of  the  church  of  England  ;  and  be  professes  at  his 
setting  out,  ^^  that  the  main  stress  of  arguments,  either  to 
confound  or  support  his  opinion,  must  be  drawn  from  those 
only  credentials  of  true  and  orthodox  divinity,  the  lively 
oracles  of  God,  the  Holy  Scriptures."  In  another  part,  in 
answer  to  the  question.  Does  man  die  like  a  brute  beasti 
he  says,  "  Yes,  in  respect  to  their  end  in  this  life ;  both 
their  deaths  consist  in  a  privation  of  life,"  "  But  then," 
he  adds,  "  man  has  this  prerogative  or  pre-eminence  afcove 
a  brute,  that  he  will  be  raised  to  life  again,  and  be  made 
partaker  of  eternal  happiness  in  the  world  to  come."  Not- 
withstanding these  professions  to  the  authority  of  the  Chris- 
tian Scriptures,  Dr.  Coward  has  commonly  been  ranked 
with  those  who  have  been  reputed  to  be  the  most  rancorous 
and  determined  adversaries  of  Christianity.  Swift  has 
ranked  him  with  Toland,  Tindal,  and  Gildon ;  and  pas- 
sages to  the  like  purpose  are  not  unfrequent  among  con- 
troversial writers,  especially  during  the  former  part  of  the 
kist  century.  His  denial  of  the  immateriality  and  natural 
immortality  of  t\i^  soul,  and  of  a  separate  state  of  existence 
between  the  time  of  death  and  the  general  resurrection,  was 
s6  contrary  to  universal  opinion,  that  it  is  not  verj^  sur* 
prising  that  he  should  be  considered  as  an  enemy  to  reve- 
lation. It  might  be  expected  that  he  would  immediately 
meet  with  opponents ;  ^nd  accordingly  be  was  attacked  by 
various  writers  of  different  complexions  and  abilities ; 
among  whom  were  Dr.  Nichols,  Mr.  John  Broughton,  and 
Mr.  John  Turner.  Dr.  Nichols  took  up  the  argument  in 
his  **  Conference  with  a  Theist."  Mr.  Broughton  wrote  a 
treatise  entitled  **  Psycholpgia,  or,  an  Account  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  rational  Soul,  in  two  parts;"  and  Mr.  Turner 
published  a  "  Vindication  of  the  separate  existence  of  the 
8oul  from  a  late  author's  Second  Thoughts."  Both  these 
pieces  appeared  in  1703.  Mr.  Turner's  publication  was 
answered  by  Dr.  Coward,  in  a  pamphlet  called  "Farther 
Thoughts  upon  Second  Thoughts,"  in  which  he  acknow- 
ledges, that  in  Mr.  Turner  he  had  a  rational  and  candid 
adversary.  He  had  not  the  same  ppinion  of  Mr.  Brough- 
ton ;  who  therefore  was  treated  by  him  with  severity,  in 
"  An  Epistolary  Reply  to  Mr.  Broughton's  Psychologia ;" 
which  reply  was  not  separately  printed,  but  annexed  to  a 
work  of  the  doctor's,  published  in  the  beginning  of  the 
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year  1704,  and  entitled,  "  The  Grand  Essay  ;  or,  a  Vin- 
dication of  Reason  and  Religion  against  the  impostures  of 
Philosophy."  In  this  last  production,  the  idea  of  the  hu- 
man soul's  being  an  immaterial  substance  was  again  vi- 
gorously attacked. 

So  obnoxious  were  Dr.  Coward's  positions,  that  on  Fri- 
day, March  10,  1704,  a  complaint  was  made  to  the  house 
of  commons  of  the  "  Second  Thoughts"  and  the  "  Grand 
Essay  ;"  which  books  were  brought  up  to  the  table,  and 
some  parts  of  them  read.  The  consequence  of  this  was, 
an  order,  "  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  said  books,  and  collect  such  parts  thereof  as  are  offen- 
sive ;  and  to  examin'e  who  is  the  author,  printer,  and  pub- 
lisher thereof."  At  the  same  time  the  matter  was  referred 
to  a  committee,  who  were  directed  to  meet  that  afternoon, 
and  had  power  given  them  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records.  On  the  17th  of  March,  Sir  David  Cullum,  the 
chairman,  reported  from  the  committee,  that  they  had 
examined  the  books,  and  had  collected  out  of  them  several 
passages  which  they  conceived  to  be  ofiensive,  and  that 
they  found. that  Dr.  Coward  was  the  author  of  them;  that 
Mr.  David  Edwards  was  the  printer  of  th^  one,  and  Mr. 
W.  Pierson  of  the  other ;  and  that  both  the  books  were 
published  by  Mr.  Basset.  S|r  David  Cullum  having  read 
the  report  in  his  place,  and  the  same  being  read  again, 
after  it  had  been  delivered  in  at  the  clerks'  table,  the 
bouse  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the  evidence  with 
regard  to  the  writing,  printing,  and  vending  of  the  two 
books.  Sufficient  proof  having  been  produced  with  re- 
spect to  the  writer  of  them,  Dr.  Coward  was  called  in* 
Being  examined  accordingly,  he  acknowledged  that  he  was 
the  author  of  the  books,  and  declared  that  he  never  in- 
tended ^ny  thing  against  religion  j  that  there  was  nothing 
contained  in  tTiem  contrary  either  to  morality  or  religion ; 
and  that  if  there  were  any  thing  therein  contrary  to  reli- 
gion or  morality,  he  was  heartily  sorry,  and  ready  to  re- 
cant the  same.  The  house  then  resolved,  "  that  the  said 
books  do  contain  therein  divers  doctrines  and  positions  con-, 
trary  to  the  (loctrine  of  the  church  of  England,  and  tending 
to  the  subversion  of  the  Christian  religion  ;"  and  ordered 
that  they  should  be  burnt,  next  day,  by  the  common  hang- 
man, in  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster  ;  which  order  was 
carried  into  execution.  Notwithstanding  this  proceeding, 
in  the  course  of  the  same  year  he  published  a  new  edition 
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gf  6is  *'  Second  Thoughts ;"  which  was  follow'ed  by  a  trea- 
tise, entitled,  "  The  just  Scrutiny;  or,  a  serious  inquiry 
into  the  modern  notions  of  th*e  Soul.'* 

After  this  the  doctor  returned  to  the  studies  belonging 
to -his  profession  ;  and  in  1706  published  a  tract,  entitled 
<^  Ophthalmiatria,''  which. he  dedicated  to  bis  patron  Ma- 
nuel Sorrel,  jesq.  In  this  dedication  Mr.  Sorrel  is  cooipii- 
mented  as  a.  man  of  learning  and  judgment,  in  whose,  ap- 
probation of  his  work's  our  author  declares  hknself  satisfied 
and  happy,  and  enabled  to  despise  the  idle  and  profane 
mob  of  sciolists,  whop  **  certain  pious  agent^  of  sedition'* 
had  encouraged  to  calumniate  him.  Dr.  Coward,  in  the 
first  chapter  of  liis  "  Ophthalmiatria,"  the  title  of  whfech  is 
*5  De  oculo  ejusque  partibus,"  speaking  of  the  manner  in 
which  vision  is  performed  and  accounted  for,  diverts  him- 
self with  the  notion  -of  an  immaterial  substance  residing  ia 
the  pineal  glaad ;  by  the  help  of  which,  he  tells  us,  the 
philosophers  of  the  day  accounted  for  eVery  phaenomenon 
relating  to  sensation.  Having  exposed  this  hypothesis  as 
empty  and  unphilosophical,  so  far  as  relates  to  vision,  be 
adds,  ,tbat  he  has  said  enough  on  the  subject  elsewhere ; 
and  exhorts  the  learned  of  lall  countries  jto  examine,  tho« 
roughly  and  cahdidly,  what  absurd  and  ridiculous,  and 
almost  blasphemous  opinions,  follow  from  this  doctrine  of 
an  immaterial. substance.  He  hints,  at  the  same  time,  that  v 
bis  domestic  adversaries,  not  being  able  to  confute  hvok 
by  reasoning,  had  endeavoured  to  silence  him  by  fire  and 
faggot. 

From  a  letter  of  our  author  to  Dr.  Hans  Sloane,  dated 
May  26,  1706,  it  appears  that  he.  was  in  habits  of  intimacy 
with  this  eminent  physician  ,ahd  naturalist.     Dr.  Sloane 
carried  his  friendship  so  far  as  take  upon  himself  the  super* 
visal  of  the  '*  Ophth^miatria."    As  the  letter  to  Dr.  Sloane 
is  dated  from  the  Green  Bell,  qver  against  the  Castle  ta^ 
vern,  near  Hoi  born,  in  Fetter*  lane,  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  Dr.  Coward  had  quitted  London,  and  was  now 
only. a  visitant  in  town,  for  the  purpose  of  his  publication* 
Indeed  the  /act  is  ascertained  from  the  list  of  the  college 
of  physicians  for  1706,  where  Dr,  William  Coward,  who 
stands  under  the  head  of  candidates,  i^  then  for  the  fir^t 
time  mentioned  as  residing  in  the  coiuitry.     The  opposi- 
tion he  had  met  with,  and  the  .unpopularity  arising  from  his 
works,  might  be  inducements  with  him  for  leaving  the  me- 
tropolis.    It  does  not  appear,  for  twelve  years,  tp  what 


378  COWARD. 

ptrt  of  the  kingdom  he  had  retired ;  nor,  from  this  period, 
<lo  we  hear  more  of  Dr.  Coward  as  a  medical  or  metaphy- 
sical writer.     Even  when  he  had  been  the  most  engaged 
io  abstmae  and  scientific  inquiries,  he  had  not  omitted  the 
study  of  polite  literature;  for  we  are  told,  that  in  1705  he 
published  the  **  Lives  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,**  an 
heroic  poem,  Which  was  little  noticed  at  first,  and  soon 
sunk  in  total  oblivion.     Another  poetical  performance  by 
Dr.  Coward,  and  the  last  of  his  writings  that  has  come  to 
our  knowledge,  was  published  in   1709,  and  is  entitled, 
^'  Licentia  poetica  discussed ;  or,  the  true  Test  of  Poetry : 
without  which  it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  or  compose  a  correct 
English  poem.     To  which  are  added,  critical  observations 
on  the  principal  ancient  and  modern  poets,  viz.  Homer, 
Horace,  Virgil,  Milton,  Cowley,  Dryden,  &c.  as  frequently- 
liable  to  just  censure."    This  work,  which  is  divided  into 
two  books,  is  dedicated  to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  and 
introduced  by  a  long  and  learned  preface.     Prefixed  are 
three  copies  of  commendatory  verses,  signed  A.  Hill,  J. 
Gay,  and  Sam.  Barklay.     The  two  former,  Aaron  Hill  and 
Jdhn  Gay,  were  then  young  poets,  who  afterwards,  as  is 
well  known,  rose  to  a  considerable  degree  of  reputation. 
Coward  is  celebrated  by  them  as  a  great  bard,  a  title  to 
which  he  had  certainly  no  claim ;  thou^  his  ^  Licentia,^' 
considered  as  a  didactic  poem,  and  as  such  poems  were 
then  generally  written^  is  not  contemptible.     It  is  not  so 
correct  as  lord  Roscommon^s  essay  on  translated  verse ;  but 
it  is  little,  if  at  all,  inferior  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham's 
essay  on  poetry,  which  was  so  much  extolled  in  its^day. 
The  rules  laid  down  by  Dr.  Coward  for  poetical  compo* 
sition  are  often  minute,  but  usually,  though  not  univer^ 
sally,  founded  on  good  sense  and  just  taste ;  but  he  had 
not  enough  of  the  latter  to  feel  the  harmony  and  variety  of 
Milton's  numbers.     Triplets,  double  rhymes,    and  Alex-> 
andrines,  are  condemned  by  him  y  the  last  of  which,  how- 
ever, he  admits  on  some  great  occasion.    The  notes,  which 
are  large  and  numerous,  display  no  small  extent  of  read* 
ing ;  and  to  the  whole  is  added,  by  way  of  appendix,  .a 
political  essays  from  which  it  appears  that  our  author  was 
a' very  2eaIous  whig. 

In  the  list  of  the  college  of  physicians  for  1718,  Dr. 
Coward  begins  to  be'  mentioned  as  residing  at  Ipswich. 
From  this  place  he  wrote,  in  1722,  a  letter  to  his  'old^ 
friend,  sir  Hans  Sloane,  the  occasion  of  which  is  somevvhat 
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curious.  He  had  learned  from  the  newspapers,  that  the 
4uqhe3s  dowager  of  Marlborough  proposed  to  give  five 
hundred  guineas  to  any  person  who  should  present  her  with 
an  epitaph,  suitable :  to  the  late  duke  her  husband's  cha« 
racter. — <^  Now,"  says  he,  *^  I  have  one  by  me,  which  gives 
him  bis  just  character,  without  flattery  or  ostentation,  and 
which  I  verily  believe  may  be  acceptable  to  any  learned 
man.'*  He  adds,  that  he  hears  it  was  to  be  approved  by 
Dr.  Hare,  Dr.  Freind  of  Westminster- school,  and  Dr.  Bland 
of  Eton-school;  and,  if  this  be  true,  he  begs  that  sir 
Hans  would  give  him  leave  ta  send  it  for  hb  approbation 
and  recommendation.  What  was  the  issue  of  this  we  know 
not.  From  the  omission  of  Dr.  Coward's  name  in  the  ca« 
talogue  of  the  college  of  physicians  for  1725,  it  is  evident 
that  he  was  then  dead.  Though  his  medical  works  are  now 
in  no  reputation,  and  his  other  writings  are  but  little  at- 
teiided  to,  it  is  nevertheless  certain  that  he  was  a  man  of 
considerable  abilities  and  literature.  We  cannot  dismiss 
this  article  without  taking  nbtice  of  a  mistake  which  was 
committed  by  the  late  Dr.  Caleb  Fleming;  who,  in  the 
year  1758,  published  a  treatise,  entitled  "  A  Survey  of 
the  Search  after  Souls,"  imagining  that  he  was  writing 
Against  Dr.  Coward.  But  the  Search  after  Souls  was  the 
production  of  Henry  Layton,  a  barrister  of  Gray's  Inn*. 

COWELL  (Dr.  John),  a  learned  and  eminent  civilian, 
was  born  at  £rnsb6rough,  in  Devonshire,  about  1554; 
educated  at  Eton  school ;  and  elected  a  scholar  of  King^s 
college  in  Cambridge,  in  1570.  He  was  afterwards  chosen 
fellow  of  that  college;  and,  by  the  advice  of  Bancroft 
bishop  of  London,  applied  himself  particularly  to  the  study 
of  civil  law.  He  was  regularly  admitted  to  the  degree  of 
LL.D.  in  his  own  university ;  and,  in  1600,  was  incorpo- 
rated into  the  same  degree  at  Oxford.  Soon  after  he  was 
made  the  king's  professor  of  civil  law  in  Cambridge,  and 
about  the  same  time  master  of  Trinity-hall.  His  patron, 
Bancroft,  being  advanced  to  the  see  of  Canterbury  in 
1604,  and  beginning  to  project  many  things  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  church  and  state,  put  him  upon  that  laborious 
work  the  **  Interpreter,"  or  an  explanation  of  law*terms, 
which  he  published  at  Cambridge  in  1607,  4to.  It  wa9 
leprinted  in  1609,  and  several  times  since,  particularly  in 
1638,  for  which  archbishop  Laud  was  reflected  upon;  and 
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it  was  made  an  article  against  bim  at  his  trial,  as  if  the  im* 
pression  of  that  book  bad  been  done  by  bis  authority,  or  at 
least  with  his  connivance,  in  order  to  countenance  king 
Charles's  arbitrary  measures.  In  1677  and  1684  it  was 
published  with  large  additions  by  Thomas  Manley  of  the 
Middle  Temple,  esq.  and  again  in  1708,  with  very  consi* 
derable  improvements,  by  another  hand  :  in  all  which  later 
editions  the  esfceptionabie  passages  have  been  corrected  or 
omitted. 

In  the  mean  time  Bancroft  was  so  satisfied  with  the  abi- 
lities and  learning  shewn  in  the  ^'  Interpreter,"  that  he 
appointed  the  author  his  vicar*general  in  1608:  nor  was 
this  performance  censured  for  some  time.  But  at  last  great 
ofTepce  was  taken  at  it,  because,  as  was  pretended,  the  au- 
thor had  spoken  too  freely,  and  with  expressions  even  of 
sharpness,  of  the  common  law,  and  some  eminent  profes- 
sors of  it,  Littleton  in  particular  :  and  this  irritated  sir  Ed- 
ward Coke  especially,  who  was  not  only  privately  con- 
cerned for  the  honour  of  Littleton,  whom  he  had  com- 
mented upon,  but  also  valued  himself  as  the  chief  advocate 
of  his  profession.  Sir  Edward  took  all  occasions  to  affront 
him,  and  used  to  call  him  in  derision  Doctor  Cow*heel ; 
and)  not  satisfied  with  this,  he  endeavoured  to  Burt  him 
with  the  king,  by  suggesting  that  Dr.  Cowell  ^^  had  dis- 
puted too  nicely  upon  the  mysteries  of  this  our  monarchy, 
yea,  in  some  points,  very  derogatory  to  the  supreme  power 
of  this  crown  ;  and  had  asserted  that  the  king^s  prerogative 
is  in  some  cases  limited."  This  was  touching  James  in  a 
most  tender  part,  and  had  probably  ruined  Cowell,  if  the 
archbishop  had  not  stood  his  friend.  The  common  law- 
yers, however,,  whose  contests  with  the  civilians  then  ran 
very  high,  finding  that  they  could  not  hurt  him  with  the 
king,  resolved  to  try  what  they  could  do  with  the  people^ 
and  represented  him  now  as  a  betrayer  of  the  rights  and  li- 
berties of  the  people ;  in  consequence  of  which  a  complaint 
was  carried  up  against  him  in  the  house  of  commons,  and 
the  author  was  committed  to  custody,  and  his  book,  pub- 
licly, burnt.  The  commons  also  complained  of  him  to  the 
lords,  as  equally  struck  at ;  and  he  was  censured  by  them 
for  asserting,  1.  That  the  king  was  solutus  a  legibus,  and 
not  bound  by  his  coronation-oath.  2..  That  it  was  not  ck 
necessitate,  that  the  king  should  call  a  parliament  to  make 
laws,  but  might  do  that  by  his  absolute  power :  for  that 
vol untas  regis  with  him  was  lex  populi.  ?.  That  it  was  a  favour 
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to  admit  the  consent  of  his  subjects  in  giving  of  subsidies. 
4.  That  he  draws  bis  arguments  from  the  imperial  laws  of 
the  Roman  emperors,  which  are  of  no  force  -in  England.'* 
The  commons  were  therefore  very  desirous  to  proceed  cri- 
minally against  him,  if  the  king  had  not  interposed.  But  upon 
his  majesty's  promise  to  condemn  the  doctrines  of  the 
book  as  absurd,  together  with  the  author  of  them,  they 
proceeded  no  farther.  In  both  prosecutions  of  this  work, 
the  malice  of  Cowell's  enemies  was  obvious,  for  the  same 
book  could  not  have  had  a  tendency  to  infringe  upon  the 
prerogative  of  the  king  and  the  liberties  of  the  subject. 

Cowell  retired  after  this  to  his  college,  where  he  pursued 
his  private  studies,  but  did  not  live  long.  It  was  his  misfor^ 
tune  to  be  afflicted  with  the  stone,  the  operation  for  which 
proved  fatal  to  him  Qct.  11,  161  i.  He  was  buried  in  his 
chapel  of  Trinity-hall,  where  there  is  a  plain  Latin  in- 
scription to  his  memory.  Besides  "  The  Interpreter,"  he 
had  published  in  1605,  ^^  Institutes  of  the  Laws  of  Eng- 
land, in  the  same  method  as  Justinian's  Institutes."  He 
also  composed  a  tract  "  De  regulis  juris,  Of  the  rules  of 
the  law,"  wherein  his  intent  was  by  collating  the  cases  of 
both  laws,  to  shew  that  they  are  both  raised  upon  one 
foundation,  and  differ  more  in  language  and  terms,  than 
in  substance  ;  and  therefore,  were  they  reduced  to  one 
method,  as  they  easily  might,  to  be  attained  in  a  manner 
with  all  one  pains.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  this  last 
was  ever  published.  * 

COWLEY  (Abrahaivi),  an  eminent  English  poet,  was 
born  in  London,  1618.  His  father,  who  was  a  grocer, 
dying  before  his  birth,  he  was  left  to  the  care  of  his  mo- 
ther, who,  by  the  interest  of  friends,  procured  him  to  be 
admitted  a  king's  scholar  in  Westminster  school.  The 
occasion  of  his  first  inclination  to  poetry,  was  his  casual 
meeting  with  Spenser's  Fairy  Queen.  "  I  believe,"  says 
he,  in  his  essay  on  himself,  ^^  I  can  tell  the  particular 
little  chance  that  filled  my  head  first  with  such  chimes  of 
verses  as  have  never  since  left  ringing  there.  For  I  re- 
member, when  I  began  to  read,  and  to  take  some  picture 
in  it,  there  was  wont  to  lie  in  my  mother's  parlour  —  I 
know  not  by  what  accident,  for  she  herself  never  in  her 
life  read  any  book  but  of  devotion ;  but  there  was  wont  to 

*  Bioj.  Brit— food's  Fasti,  vol.  I. — Some  ingenious  remarks  in  IVlsraeli's 
Calamities  of  Authors.— Prince's  Worthies  of  l>eron. — Fuller's  Worthies.— 
CooteCs  Catalogue  of  Cirilians.  •  -  "* 
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lie-- Spenser^s  Works.  This  I  happened  to  fall  upon,  and 
was  infinitely  delighted  with  the  stories  of  the  knights  and 
giantSy  and  monstersi  and  brave  bouses,  which  I  found 
erery-where,  though  my  understanding  had  liule  to  do 
with  all  this,  and  by  degrees  with  the  tinkling  of  the 
rhyme,  and  dance  of  the  numbers ;  so  that  I  think  I  had 
read  him  all  over  before  I  was  twelve  years  old.** 

In  1633,  being  still  at  Westminster,  and  only  fifteen- 
years  of  age,  he  published  a  collection  of  poems,  under 
the  title  of  **  Poetical  Blossoms  ;'*  in  which,  says  Sprat, 
there  were  many  things  that  might  well  become  the  vigour 
and  force  of  a  manly  wit.  Of  these  his  Pyramus  and  Tbisbe 
was  written  at  ten,  and  his  Constantia  and  Philetus,  at 
twelve  years  old.  Cowley  tells  us  of  himself,  that  he  bad 
so  defective  a  memory  at  that  time,  that  he  never  could 
be  brought ^to  retain  tbe  ordinary  rules  of  grammar;  how- 
ever, as  Sprat  observes,  be  abundantly  supplied  that  want, 
by  conversing  with  the  books  themselves,  fronii  whence 
those  rules  bad  been  drawn*.  He  was  removed  in  1636 
from  Westminster  to  Trinity -college,  in  Cambridge,  where 
he  wrote  some,  aiid  laid  the  designs  of  most  of  those  mas- 
culine works  which  he  afterwards  published.  In  1638  he 
published  his  *^  Lovers  Riddle,*'  a  pastoral  comedy,  which 
was  written  while  he  was  at  Westminster,  and  dedicated 
in  a  copy  of  verses  to  sir  Kenelm  Digby ;  and  a  Latin  co* 
medy,  called  "  Naufragium  Joculare,"  or  "  The  merry 
Shipwreck,'*  after  it  had  been  acted  before  the  university 
by  the  members  of  Trinity  college. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war,  as  the  prince  passed 
through  Cambridge,  in  his  way  to  York,  he  was  enter- 
tained with  a  representation  of  tbe  **  Guardian,**  a  co* 
medy,  which  Cowley  says  was  neither  written  nor  acted, 
but  rough-drawn  by  him,  and  repeated  by  the  scholars. 
(  That  this  comedy  was  printed  during  his  absence  from  his 

\  country,  he  appears  to  have  considered  as  injurious  to  his 

:■  reputation,  though,  during  the  suppression  of  the  theatres, 

i.  it  was  sometimes  privately  acted  with  sufficient  approba- 

'  tion. 

;  The  first  occasion  of  his  entering  into  business,  was  an 

elegy  he  wrote  on  the  death  of  Mr.  William  Hervey.    This 

•  This  reflection  by  Sprat,  seems  being  able  to  perform  his  exercises 

unnecessary^.     Cowley^  as  Dr.  Jobn«  without  them,  aod  being  **  an  enemy 

son  remarlus,  does  not  tell  us  that  he  to  constraint/'  be  s£»ared  himself  thA 

cottld  not  Itufk  the  rules ;  but  that,  labonr. 
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brought  him  into  the  acquaintance  of  John  Hl^rvey,  the 
brother  of  his  deceased  friend,  from  whom  he  received 
many  offices  of  kinduessy  and  principally  this,  that  by  his 
means  he  came  into  the  service  of  the  lord  St.  Alban^s«  la 
164S,  being  then  M.  A.  he  was,  among  many  other»> 
ejected  his  college  and  the  university,  by  the  prevalence 
of  parliament ;  upon  which,  he  retired  to  Oxford,  settled 
in  St.  John's  college  there^  and  that  same  year,  under 
the  name  of  an  Oxford  Scholar,  published  a  satire  entitled 
"  The  Puritan  and  the  PapistJ'  His  affection  to  the  royal 
cause  engaged  him  in  the  service  of  the  king ;  and  he  at-r 
tended  in  several  of  his  majesty^s  journies  and  expeditions. 
Here  he  became  intimately  acquainted  with  lord  Falkland, 
and  other  great  men,  whom  the  fortune  of  the  war  ha^  drawn 
together.  During  the  beat  of  the  civil  war,  he  was  settled 
in  the  family  of  the  earl  of  St.  Alban's,  and  attended  the 
queen  mother  when  she  was  forced  to  retire  into  France. 
He  was  absent  from  England  about  ten  years,  says  Wood ; 
about  twelve,  says  Sprat;  which,  be  they  more  or  less, 
were  wholly  spent,  either  in  bearing  a  share  in  the  dis-> 
tresses  of  the  royal  family,  or  in  labouring  in  their  affairs. 
To  this  purpose  he  performed  several  dangerous  journies 
into  Jersey,  Scotland,  Flanders,  Holland,  and  elsewhere; 
and  was  the  principal  instrument  in  maintaining  a  come* 
spondence  between  the  king  and  his  royal  consort,  whose 
letters  he  cyphered  and  decyphered  with  his  own  hand,  ao 
employment  of  the  highest  confidence  and  honour. 

I\\  1647  his  '<  Mistress^'  was  published ;  for  he  imagined, 
as  he  declared  in  his  preface  to  a  subsequent  edition,  that 
**  poets  are  scarcely  thought  freemen  of  their  company, 
without  paying  some  duties,  or  obliging  themselves  to  be 
true  tO;love."  Barnes  informs  us,  that  whatever  Cowley 
may  talk  of  his  own  inflammability,  and  the  variety  of 
characters  by  which  his  heart  was  divided,  be  in  reality 
was  in  love  but  once,  and  then  never  had  the  resolution  to 
tell  his  passion.  At  Paris,  however,  he  did  not  much  em* 
ploy  his  thoughts  upon  phantoms  of  gallantry,  having  con* 
f tant  employment  as  secretary  to  lotd  St.  Alban^s. 

In  1656  he  was  sent  over  into  England,  with  all  ima- 
ginable secrecy,  to  take  cognisance  of  the  state  of  affairs 
here  ;  but  soon  after  his  arrival,  while  he  lay  bid  in  London, 
he  was  seized  on  by  a  mistake,  the  search  having  been  in- 
tended after  another  gentleman  of  considerable  note  in  the 
lungis  party.    He  was  often  examined  before  the  usurpers. 
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^ho  tried  all  methods  to  make  him  serriceable  to  their 
pui*poses  ;    but  proving  inflexible/  he  was  committed  to 
close  in^prisonmeiity  and  scarce  at  last  obtained  his  liberty 
upon  the  terms  of  1000/.  bail,  which  was  tendered  by  Dr. 
Scarborough.     Thus  he  continued  a  prisoner  at  large,  till 
the  general  redemption ;   yet,  taking  the  opportunity  of 
the  confusions  that  followed  upon  Cromwell's  death,  he  ven- 
tured back  into  France,  and  there  remained  in   the  same 
situation  as  before,  till  near  the  time  of  the  king's  return. 
Upon  his  return  to  England,  in  1656,  he  published  a  new 
edition  of  all  his  poems,  consisting  of  four  parts ;  viz.   I. 
Miscellanies.   2.  I'he  Mistress.    3.  Pindaric  Odes.  4.  ^<  Da- 
videis."     The  ^*  Mistress"  had  been  published  in  his  ab- 
sence, and  his  comedy  called  **  The  Guardian,"  afterwards 
altered   and   published    under  the    title  of    '<  Cutter  of 
Coleman-street,"  but  both  very  incorrectly.     In  the  pre- 
face to  hm  poems,  he  complains  of  the  publi<?ation  of  some 
things  of  his,  without  his  consent  or  knowledge  ;  and  those 
very  mangled  and  imperfect,  particularly  of  the  "  Guar- 
dian," already  noticed.     In  this  preface  also  he  seems  to  « 
have  inserted  something  suppressed  in  subsequent  editions, 
which  was  interpreted  to  denote  some  relaxation  of  his 
loyalty.     He  declares,  that  ^^  his  desire  had  been  for  some 
days  past,  and  did  stilf  very  vehemently  continue,  to  retire 
himself  to  some  of  the  American  plantations,  and  to  forsake 
this  world  for  ever."     From  the  obloquy  which  the  appear- 
ance of  submission  to  the  usurpers  brought  upon  him,-  Dr. 
Sprat  and  Dr.  Johnson  have  successfully  laboured  to  clear 
him,  and  indeed  it  does  not  seem  to  have  lessened  his  re- 
putation.    His  wish  for  retirement,  says  Dr.  Johnson,  w6 
can  easily  believe  to  be  undissembled ;  a  man  harassed  in 
one  kingdom,    and  persecuted  in  another,  who,    after  a 
course  of  business  that  employed  all  his  days  and  half  his 
nights  in  cyphering  and  decyphering,  comes  to  his  own 
country  and  steps  into  a  prison,  will  be  willing  enough  to  »- 
retire  to  some  place  of  quiet  and  safety.    As  to  the  verses 
on  Oliver's  death,  which  Ant.  Wood  seems  to  hint  were  of 
the  encomiastic  kind,  no  judgment  can  be  formed,  since 
they  have  not  been  published.     There  is,  indeed,  a  dis- 
course concerning  his  government,  with  verses  intermixed^ 
but  such  as  certainly  gained  its  author  no  friends  among 
the  abettors  of  usurpation. 

During  his  stay  in   England,  he  wrote  his  two  books  of 
Plants,    published  first  in  1662,   to  which  he  afterwards 


COWLEY.  «85 

added  four  books  Qiore  ;  and  all  the  six,  together  mth  his 
other  Latin  poems,  were  printed  after  his  death  at  Loridoti, 
in  1678.  The  occasion  of  his  choosing  the  subject  of  hi,s 
six  books  of  planti;,  Dr.  Sprat  tells  us,  was  this  :  When  h« 
returned  into  England,  he  was  advised  to  dissemble  the 
main  intention  of  his  coming  over,  under  the  disguise  of 
applying  himself  to  some  settled  profession  ;  and  that  of 
physic  was  thought  most  proper.  To  this  purpose,  aftet 
many  anatomical  dissections,  he  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  simples,  and  having  furnished  himself  with 
books  of  that  nature,  retired  into  a  fruitful  part  of  Kent, 
where  every  field  and  wood  might  shew  him  the  real  figures 
of  those  plants  of  which  he  read.  Thus  he  soon  mastered 
that  part  of  the  art  of  medicine ;  but  then,  instead  of  em* 
pl6ying  hi^' skill  for  practice  and  profit,  he  laboured  to  di- 
gest it  into  its  present  form.  The  two  first  books  treat  of 
Herbs,  in  a  style,  says  Sprsit,  resembling  the  elegies  of 
Ovid  and  Tibullus ;  the  two  next,  of  Flowers,  in  all  the 
variety  of  Catullus  and  Horace's  numbers,  for  which  last 
author  he  is  said  to  have  had  a  peculiar  reverence ;  and 
the  two  last,  of  Trees,  in  the  way  of  Virgil's  Georgics. 
Of  these,  the  sixth  book  is  wholly  dedicated  to  the  honour 
of  his  country ;  for,  making  the  British  oak  to  preside  in 
the  assembly  of  the  forest  trees,  •  he  takes  that  occasion  to 
enlarge  upon  the  history  of  the  late  troubles,  the  king's 
af&iction  and  return,  and  the  beginning  of  the  Dutch  war; 
and  he  does  it  in  a  wsiy  which  is  honourable  to  the  nation* 
Such  is  Dr.  Sprat's  judgment.  A  more  recent  and  accom- 
plished botanical  critic,  however,  observes  that  neitlid^  the 
text,  nor  the^  notes,  manifest  sufficient  proof  of  Cowley's 
intimate  acquaintance  Vith  those  authors  of  true  fame, 
among  the  moderns,  through  whose  assistance  the  want  of 
that  information  might  in  some  measure  have  been  sup- 
plied. Nevertheless,  as  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Johnson^ 
"  botany,  in  the  mind  of  Cowley,  turned  into  poetry,"  to 
those  who  are  alike  enamoured  with  the  charms  of  both,  the' 
poems  of  Cowley  must  yield  delight ;  since  his  fertile  ima- 
gination has  adorned  his  subject  with  all  the  beeCutiful  allu- 
sions that  ancient  poets  and  mythologists  could  supply ; 
and  even  the  fancies  of  the  modern  Signatores,  of  Bap« 
tista  Porta,  Crollius,  and  their  disciples,  who  isaw  the  vir^ 
tues  of  plants  in  the  physiognomy,  or  agreement  in  colour 
or  external-  forms  with  the  patts  of  the  human  body^  as- 
sisted to  embellish  his  verse. 
Vol.  X.  C  c 
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It  appean  by  Wood*i  Fasti,  that  Cowley  was  created 
M.  D.  at  Oxford,  Dec.  Q,  1657,  who  says,  that  he  had 
this  degree  conferred  upon  him  by  virtue  of  a  mandamus 
from  the  then  prevailing  powers,  and  that  the  thing  was 
much  taken  notice  of  bv  the  royal  party.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  royal  society,  according  to  Dr.  Birch's 
history,  he  appears  busy  among  the  experimental  philo* 
sophers,  with  w  title  of  Dr.  Cowley,  but  there  is  no  rea«> 
son  for  supposing  that  he  ever  attempted  practice. 

After  the  king's  restoration,  being  then  past  his  40th 
year,  of  which  the  greatest  part  had  been  spent  in  a  va- 
rious and  tempestuous  condition,  he  resolved  to'  pass  the 
remainder  of  bis  life  in  a  studious  retirement ;  which  Sprat 
represents  as  the  effect  of  choice,  and  not  of  discontent. 
At  first,  says  the  doctor,  he  was  but  slenderly  provided  for 
such  a  retirement,  by  reason  of  his  travels,  and  the  afflic« 
tions  of  the  party  to  which  he  adhered,  which  had  put  him 
quite  out  of  all  the  roads  of  gain.  Yet,  notwitbsunding 
the  narrowness  of  his  income,  he  remained  fixed  to  his 
resolution,  having  contracted  bis  desires  into  a  small  com- 
pass, and  knowing  that  a  very  few  things  would  supply 
them  all.  But  upon  the  settlement  of  the  peace  of  the 
nation,  this  hindrance  of  his  design  was  soon  removed ;  for 
be  then  obtained  a  plentiful  estate  by  the  favour  of  the 
lord  St  Alban's,  and  the  bounty  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham. 
All  this  may  be  true,  but  it  is  certain  he  was  neglected  by  the 
court,  nor  was  this  his  only  mortification.  Having  altered 
his  comedy  of  **  The  Guardian'*  for  the  stage,  he  produced 
it  uader  the  title  of  '*  Cutter  of  Colemao'^treet,"  and 
it  was  not  only  treated  on  the  stage  with  great  severity, 
but  was  afterwards  censured  as  a  satire  on  the  king's  party. 
From  this  charge  of  disaffection  he  exculpates  himself 
In  his  preface,  by  observing  how  unlikely  it  is,  that,  having 
followed  the  royal  family  through  all  their  distresses,  <<  he 
should  chuse  the  time  of  their  restoration  to  begin  a  quarrel 
widi  them.'* 

To  these  calumnies,  savs  Mr.  D' Israeli,  it  would  appear 
'  that  others  were  added  of  a  deeper  dye,  and  in  malignant 
whispers  distilled  into  the  ear  of  royalty.  Cowley  has  com- 
memorated the  genius  of,  Brutus  in  ah  Ode,  with  all  the 
enthusiasm  of  a  votary  of  liberty.  After  the  king's  return, 
when  Cowley  solicited  some  reward  for  his  sufferings  and 
services  in  the  royal  causey  the  chancellor  is  said  to  have 
turned  on  him  with,  a  severe  countenance,  saying  :  ^*  Mr. 
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Cowley^  yoiir  pardon  is  your  reward."    AU  tfaete  c^useA 
evidently  operated  to  incline  Cowley  to  rettreoient  ^  and 
lEiccordingly  be  spent  the  last  seven  or  ei^ht  years  in  his 
oeloved  obscurity,  and  possessed  that  solitude,  which,  from 
his  very  childhood,  he  had  always  most  passionately  de- 
sired.    His  works,  especially  his  essays  in  prose  and  verse^ 
abound  with  the  praises  of  solitude  and  retirement.     His 
three  first  assays  are  on  the  subjects  of  libeHy,  solitude^ 
and  obscurity ;,  and  most  of  the  translations  are  of  such 
passages  from  the  classic  authors,  as  display  the  pleasures 
of  a  country  life,  particularly  Virgil's  '*  O  fortunatos  hi- 
mium,   &c.^     Horace's   *^  Beatus  ille  qui   procul,    &c.^* 
Claudian's  ''  Old  Man  of  Verona,''  abd  Martial's  ''  Vitaia 
qua3  faciunt  beatiorem,  &c."     But  his  solitude,  from  the 
very  beginning,  had  never  agreed  so  well  with  the  consti* 
lution  of  his  body,  as  of  his  mind;     Th6  bfaief  cause  of  it 
was»  that  out  of  haste  to  be  gone  away  from  the  tumult 
and  noise  of  the  town,  he  had  not  prepared  so  healthful  a 
situation  in  the  country  as  he  might  have  done  if  he  had 
made  a  more  leisureable  choice.     Of  this  hd  soon  began 
.(o  find  the  inconvenience  at  Barn -Elms,  where  he  was  af- 
,  flicted  with  a  dangerous  and  lingering  fever.    After  that; 
h,e  scarce  ever  recovered  his  former  health,  thougb  his 
mind  was  restored  to  its  perfect  vigour;  as  may  be  seen^ 
says  Sprat,  from  his  two  last  books  of  plants,  which  were 
written  since  that  time^  and  may  at  least  be  compared 
with  the  best  of  his  other  works.     Shortly  after  his  removal 
to  Chertsey,  where  he  was  disappointed  of  his  ext)eciations 
of  finding  a  place  of  solitude  and  rural  simplicity,  be  fell 
into  another  consuming  disease ;  utider  which,  having  lan- 
guished for  some  months,  be  seemed  to  be  pretty  well  cured 
of  its  bad  symptoms.     But  in  the  heat  of  the  summer,  by 
staying  too  long  amongst  his  labourers  in  the  meadows,  he 
was  taken  with  a  violent  defluxion  and  stoppage  in  his  breast 
and  throat.     This  he  at  first  neglected  as  an  ordinary  cpld^ 
and  refused  to  send  for  his  usual  physicians,  till  it  was  past 
all  remedies ;  and  so  in  the  end,  after  a  fortnight's  sickness, 
it  proved  mortal  to  him  *.     He  died  at  Chertsey,  July  28^ 

^  tf  Coirley  thought  that  the  strains  provoked^  as  even  to  be  betrayed  into 

of  Surrey  bad  {he  inooceoce  of  thoae  an   oaih.     **  ilia   incoQie  wan  about 

of  Sydney^s  Arcadia,  he  was  soon  ua-  three  hnodred  potind*  a  year.  Toward* 

deceived  by  the  perverseness  and  de-  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  be  shewed  an 

bancbery  of  bis  own  workmen,   with  aversion  to  the  company  of  women, 

whom,  as  we  learn  from  Dr.  Wartoii,  and  would  often  leave,  the  room  if  ^ny 

it  IS  said  that  he  iras  sometimes  so  far  happened  to  enter  whilst  be  waa  pre^. , 
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1667,  in  his  49th  year,  in  the  house  that  has  long  Jbeeu  io^ 
habited  by  an  amiable  and  worthy  magistrate,  Richard 
Clark,  esq.  formerly  alderman,  slierifF,  and  lord  mayor, 
and  now  chamberlain  of  London.  Cowley  was  buried  in 
Westminster-abbey,  near  Chaucer  and  Spenser,  where  a 
monument  was  erected  to  bis  memory,  in  May  1675,  by 
George  duke  of  Buckingham,  with  a  Latin  inscription  by 
Dr.  Sprat.  When  Charles  IL  beard  of  his  death,  he  was 
pleased  to  aay,  '*  that  Mr.  Cowley  had  not  left  a  better  man 
behind  him  in  England.** 

Besides  his  works  already  mentioned,  we  have  of  his, 
1.  ''  A  proposition  for  the  advancement  of  Experimental 
Philosophy  ;'*  and,  2.  "  A  discourse,  by  way  of  vision, 
concerning  the  Government  of  Oliver  Cromwell.'*  He 
had  designed,  also,  a  discourse  concerning  style,  and  a 
review  of  the  principles  of  the  primitive  Christian  church ; 
but  was  prevented  by  death.  A  spurious  pieces  entitled 
the  *^  Iron  Age,'*  was  published  under  his  name,  during 
his  absence  abroad ;  of  which  he  speaks,  in  the  preface  ta 
his  poems,  with  some  asperity  and  concern.  **  I  wondered 
very  much,"  says  he,  **  how  one  who  could  be  so  foolish 
to  write  so  ill  verses,  should  yet  be  so  wise  to  set  them 
forth  as  another  man's,  rather  than  his  own  ;  though  per- 
haps he  might  have  made  a  better  choice,  and  not  fathered 
the  bastard  upon  such  a  person,  whose  stock  of  reputation 
is,  I  fear,  little  enough  for  the  maintenance  of  his  own 
numerous  legitimate  offspring  of  that  kind.  It  would  have 
been  much  less  injurious,  if  it  had  pleased  the  author  to 
put  forth  some  of  my  writings  under  his  own  name,  rather 
than  his  own  under  mine.  He  had  been  in  (hat  a  more 
pardonable  plagiary,  and  had  done  less  wrong  by  robbery, 
than  he  does  by  such  a  bounty ;  for  nobody  can  be  justified 
by  the  imputation  even  of  another's  merit,  iand  our  own 
coarse  clothes  are  like  to  become  us  better  than  those  of 
another  man's,  though  never  so  rich.     But  these,  to  say 


ient';  batstiU  he  retained  a  siaeere 
affection  for  Leonora.*'  The  inge- 
nious and  learned  writer  to  whom  we 
are  indebted  for  these  circumstances, 
has  given  us  a  new  account  of  the 
cause  of  Mr.  Cowley's  death.  It  was 
occasioned,  he  says,  by  a  singular  ac- 
cident :  **  He  paid  a  Ttsit  on  foot  with 
bis  friend  Sprat,  to  a  genUeman  In  the 
neighbonrhoiDd  6f  Cbertsey,  which  they 
prolonged  till  midnight.    On  their  re- 


turn ho^e  they  mistook  their  way, 
and'  were  obliged  to  pass  the  whole 
night  exposed  under  a  hedge,  where 
Cowley  caught  a  severe  cOld,  attended 
with  a  ferer;  that  terminated  in  his 
death."     This '  accoant,    so   different' 
from  Sprat's,  is  taken  from  SpenCe's' 
Anecdotea,   a  titanwi^  of  which  is ' 
now  before  us.     Pope   added,   that 
**  Sprat  and    Cowley  had '  been  Yoa' 
merry  with  a  friend.'* 
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the  truth,  were  so  beggarly,  that  I  myself  was  ashamed  to 
wear  them.'* 

Dr.  Johnson's  character  of  Cowley  is  so  complete  and 
so  superior  to  any  criticism  with  which  we  are  acquainted,, 
that  it  may  be  referred  to  with  the  utmost  confidence. 
His  life. of  Cowley  yields  only,  if  indeed  it  does  yield,  to 
those' of  Milton,  Dryden,  and  Pope,  and  his  account  of 
the  class  of  poets  to  whom  Cowley  belongs,  the  metaphy- 
sical poets,  is  highly  ingenious  and  original.  Two  short 
passages,  only,  from  Cowley's  life,  may  not  inaptly  con- 
clude the  present  article,  the  one  relating  to  his  prose, 
the  other  to  his  poetry. 

*^  After  so  much  criticism  on  his  poems,  the  essays 
which  accompany  them  must  not  be  forgotten.  What  is 
said  by  Sprat  of  his  conversation,  that  no  man  could  draw 
from  it  any  suspicion  of  his  excellence  in  poetry,  may  be 
applied  to  these  compositions.  No  author  ever  kept  bis 
verse  and  his  prose  at  a  greater  distance  from  each  other. 
His  thoughts  are  natural,  and  his  style  has  a  smooth  and 
placid  equability,  which  has  never  yet  obtained  its  due 
commendation.  Nothing  is  far-sought,  or  hard-laboured  ; 
but  all  is  easy  without  feebleness,  and  familiar  without 
grossness."  Of  his  poetry,  Dr.  Johnson  subjoins ;  that 
**  it  may  be  affirmed,  without  any  encomiastic  fervour, 
that  he  brought  to  his  poetic  labours  a  mind  replete  with 
learning,  and  that  his  passages  are  embellished  with  all  the 
ornaments  which  books  could  supply ;  that  he  was  the  first 
who  imparted  to  English  nuntbers  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
greater  ode,  and  the  gaiety  of  the  less ;  that  he  was  quali- 
fied for  sprightly  sallies,  and  for  lofty  flights;  that  he  was 
among  those  who  freed  translation  from  servility,  and,  in- 
stead of  following  his  author  at  a  distance,  walked  by  his 
side;  and  that  if  he  left  versification  yet  improvable,  he 
left  likewise  from  time  to  time  such  specimens  of  excel- 
lence as  enabled  succeeding  poets  to  improve  it." 

Cowley's  poems  for  many  years  after  his  death  enjoyed 
a  large  share  of  popularity.  In  1707  a  tenth  edition  was 
printed  by  Jacob  Tonson,  in  2  vols.  8vo,  but  exclusive  of 
kis  Latin  poems,  which  used  to  form  a  third.  We  recol- 
lect no  subsequent  edition,  except  those  given  in  Dr. 
Johnson's  and  other  general  collections.  In  1772,  the 
late  bishop  of  Worcester,  Dr.  Hurd,  published  a  selec- 
tion from  Cowley's  poems,  in  2  small  vols,  which  had  the 
usual  fate  of  selections,  to  be  censured  by  those  critics  who 
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thought  they  could  bare  made  a  heitet ;  nor  indeed  did  it 
ever  become  a  popular  book.' 

COWLEY  (Manvah),  an  ingenious  and  popular  dra^^ 
matic  writer,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Philip  Parkhouse,  of 
Tiverton^  in  Devonshire,  was  born  at  that  place  in  1743. 
Her  father  was  educated  for  holy  orders,  but  a  fiimiiy  loss 
deprivin<i;  him  of  a  certainty  of  provision  in  the  church,  he 
desisted  from  his  first  intention,  and  became  a  bookseller, 
as  the  nearest  approach  he  coqld  then  prudently  make  to  a 
life  of  some  degree  of  literary  enjoyment.  He  after ward^ 
rojie  to  be  a  member  of  the  corporation  of  Tiverton,  and 
was  very  highly  respected  as  a  man  of  talents  and  probity, 
and  a  good  scholar.  He  was  not  very  distantly  related  to 
the  poet  Gay,  who  records  his  visit  to  his  relations  in  De? 
vonshire  in  bis  **  Journey  to  Exeter,^^  inscribed  to  the  earl 
of  Burlington.  It  was  Mr.  Parkhouse^s  favourite  aim  to 
cultivate  the  promising  talenta  of  his  daughter,  and  he 
lived  tQ  witness  the  reputation  she  acquired  almost  to  the 
)ast  period  of  her  literary  career.  In  her  twenty -fifth  year 
the  was  qparri^d  tq  Mr.  Cowley,  a  man  of  very  considerable 
ti^lentS|  who  died  in  1797,  a  captt^in  in  the  East  India com^ 
panyJ#  service.  It  wa^  when  he  was  with  his  regiment  in 
India  that  she  dedicated  her  comedy  of  ^*  More  Ways  than 
One^*  to  him,  in  the  affectionate  lines  prefixed  to  it ;  and 
it  ws^s  tq  this  gentleman^s  brother,  an  eminent  merchant 
pf  Lqndoo,  now  living,  that  **  The  Fate  of  Sparta^*  is  de^ 
dicated  with  so  much  feeling. 

Her  acquaintance  with  the  stage  was  sqddeo,  i^nd  ap<^ 
parently  accidental.  Sitting  with  her  husband  at  one  of 
the  theatres  sometime  in  1776,  she  expressed  to  him  a 
notion  that  she  could  write  as  well  as  the  author  of  the 
performance  before  them»  l^nd  next  morning  sketched  the 
first  act  of  ^^  The  Runaway,'^  which  she  ^o  speedily  com- 
pletedy  and  with  $uch  success,  as  to  establish  her  fame 
completely.  Having  now  fairly  embarked,  she  improved 
her  vantage  groiind,  and  continued  t0  write  from  time  to 
^ime  tho^e  pieces  which  are  now  published  in  the  new 
edition  of  her  work^i,  all  of  which  were  received  with  ap- 
probation, am)  son^e,  %s  the  **  Belief  Sttratagem,''  were  sqqu 

^  Biog.  Brit.-o^tife  by  Sprat,  prefixed  to  liis  Works. — Life  by  Dr.  Jobnson.— s 
B«attie?f  Ks^ays,  4to  edit.  p.  357,  363,  547,  742. — Letter  frc^,  Gent.  Mag. 
I*V|1.  p.  847.-^Warton'ii  MtUen*  Preface,  p.  xv.r-PuIteney^  S|[eichesof  Bo- 
tany—Cibber's  laTes.— ^Letter  firom,. in  Peck's  9'^oaBwell.—^U^r*8  Lecturef.-^. 
D' Israeli's  Calamities. — Pope's' Works^  Bowleses  edit.-~Wartoii's  Essay  on 
Fflp€.-7WP9d'8  Fasti,  trol.  I|. 
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ranked  among  the  best  stock  pieces,  and  dtill  preserve  their 
original  attraction.  In  all,  with  considerable  elegance  and 
variety  of  style,  she  combines  that  happy  observation  of 
natural  life  and  manners  which  furnishes  well  discriminated 
characters,  and  apposite  humour  and  satire,  free  from  tbe^ 
unreal  exaggerations  of  imagination.  Her  fables  too,  with 
one  exception,  are  original,  and  sufficiently  intricate  for 
the  purposes  pf  stage  effect. 

In  her  poems,  "  The  Maid  of  Arragon,"  the  "  Scottish 
Village,"  and  the  "Siegeof  Acre,"  she  displays  considerable 
taste  and  genius,  although  we  think  that  her  fame  must 
rest  chiefly  on  her  dramatic  pieces.  Read  in  conjunction, 
however,  they  evince  a  mind  of  more  than  common  powers, 
and  more  than  common  fertility.  It  is  evident  that  she 
wrote  with  ease,  and  with  a  rapidity  of  impulse  which 
would  not  always  submit  to  the  restraint  of  correction. 

Those  around  Mrs.  Cowley,  we  are  told,  perceived  with 
surprize,  that  she  had  none  of  the  vanity  of  being  thought 
a  literary  lady ;  her  conversation  was  never  literary  ;  nor 
did  she  indulge  or  solicit  correspondence  for  the  sake  of 
publicity.  Her  reading  lay  more  in  books  of  travels,  or 
of  history,  than  in  works  of  imagination.  Of  her  own . 
works  she  appears  to  have  been  regardless  after  thefy  had 
once  passed  through  her  hands:  and  what  is  more  re- 
iiiarkable>  she  had  very  little  pleasure  in  theatrical  repre* 
sentations ;  successive  years  elapsed  without  her  being  at  a 
theatre  once;  and  she  never  witnessed  a  first  performance 
of  any  of  her  own  plays.  Her  more  solid  pleasure  was  in 
domestic  life,  in  superintending  the  education  of  her  chiU 
dren.  Her  residence,  which  ha^  been  chiefly  in  London 
from  the  time  of  her  marriage,  she  exchanged  for  Tiver-r 
ton,  the  place  of  her  birth,  where  she  passed  the  last  eight 
years  of  her  life.  She  died  there  March  11,  1809.  Her 
dramatic  and  poetical  works,  with  the  addition  of  some, 
unpublished  poems,  were  collected  into  three  volumes  8vo, 
in  1813:  to  these  is  pcefixed  a  tribute  to  her  memory, 
both  affectionate  and  just.  ^ 

,    COWPER  (William),  bishop  of  Qalloway,  was  bom 
at  Edinburgh  in  1566,  and  at  eight  years  old  was  sent  by 
bis  father  to  the  school  of  Dunbar,  where  he  made  great 
proficiency  in  grammar-learnings  and  evinced  a  pious  dis-. 
position,  which  adhered  to  him  throughout  Iffe.  Five  years 

I  Fr«f«e«  as  abdre.—^ent.  >Iag.  1809,«^1tiog,  Draoiattv***  ' 
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»fter  he  studied  at  the  aniversity  of  St.  AhdrewV,  but  made 
less  progress  in  philosophy  thau  in  divinity,  to  which  he 
was  particularly  attached.  On  his  return  home  in  1582, 
bis  parents  recommended  various  pursuits,  but  his  inclina- 
tion still  being  to  that  of  divinity,  he  resolved  to  go  to 
England,  in  which,  as  be  informs  us,  he  arrived  but  scan- 
tily provided ;  yet  just  as  he  bad  spent  the  little  money  he 
brought  with  bim,  he  was  engaged  as  an  assistant  teacher 
with  a  Mr.jGqthrie,  who  kept  a  school  at  Hoddesden,  in  Hert- 
fordshire. There  he  remained  three  quarters  of  a  year,  and 
baring  occasion  to  go  to  London,  was  hospitably  received 
by  the  famous  Hugh  Broughton,  who*  assisted  bim  for  the 
space  of  a  year  and  a  half  in  his  theological  studies.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  returned  to  Edinburgh,  was  admitted 
rnto  the  church,  and  appointed  to  preach  at  the  parish  of 
Bothkenner  in  Stirlingshire.  When  he  arrived  at  this  bis 
first  charge,  he  found  a  church  almost  in  ruins,  without 
roof,  doors,  pulpit,  pews,  or  windows,  yet  such  was  the 
effect  of  his  labours,  that  in  less  than  half  a  year,  the  pa- 
ri^ioners  bestowed  a  complete  repair  on  the  church,  with 
suitable  ornaments.  From  this  place,  in  about  eight  years, 
be  was  renioved  to  Perth,  where  be  continued  to  preach 
ft)r  nineteen  years,  not  only  on  the  Sundays,  but  every 
Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  evening.  About  the 
close  of  this  period  be  was  appointed  by  king  James,  on 
the  recommendation  of  some  prelates  whom  his  majesty 
consulted,  to  be  bishop  of  Galloway,  in  which  see  be  con- 
tinued until  his  death,  Feb.  15,  1619,  at  which  time  he 
Was  also  dean  of  the  Chapel  Royal.  His  works  were  after- 
wards collected  and  published  ,at  London  in  one  volume 
ft)lio,  1629>  consisting  of  treatises  op  various  parts  of  scrip* 
ture,  many  of  which  were  originally  delivered  as  sermons, 
^nd  left  by  hiin  in  a  fit  state  for  the  press.  They  breathe, 
says  a  recent  writer,  a  spirit  of  cordial  piety,  and  if  we 
consider  the  time  and  country  of  the  writer,  the  simplicity 
€wid  strength  of  his  styl^  may  be  tliougbt  peculiarly  worthy 
of  cgmmendation.  He  introduces  several  of  his  religious 
treatises  with  a  variety  of  dedicatory  epistles,  which  shew 
that  bis  ardent  devotion  was  united  to  great  elegance  of 
jnanners.  He  appears  to  hav^  been  familiar  with  many 
illustrious  persons  of  bis  time,  and  there  is  a  sonnet  pre- 
ftxed  to  his  commentary  on  the  Revelation,  by  that  ad* 
P)ir&ble  Spotch  poet9>  Druinmopd  of  H^wtbornden.  ^ 

I  Tnken  cbiefly  from  *«  TM  Life  and  Death  Qf  bislKip  Qpirper,  ^o.''  hwdotif 
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COWPER  (William),  earl  Cowper/ lord  high  chan- 
cellor of  Great  Britain,  was  descended  from  an  ancient 
family,  and  son  to  sir  William  Cowper,  baronet,  and  mem» 
ber  of  parliament  for  the  town  of  Hertford  in  the  reigns  of 
Charles  II.  and  William  III.  He  is  supposed  to  have  been 
born  , in  the  castle  of  Hertford,  of 'which  his  family  had 
been  a  considerable  time  in  possession ;  but  of  the  place 
or  time  of  his  birth,  or  where  he  was  educated,  we  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  any  certain  information.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  he  made  so  great  a  proficiency  in  the 
study  of  the  law,  that,  soon  after  he  was  called  to  the  bar, 
he  was  chosen  recorder  of  Colchester,  arid  in  the  reign  of 
Icing  William  he  was  appointed  one  of  his  m^esty's  coun* 
cil.  In  1695  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  representatives  in 
jparliament  for  the  town  of  Hertford,  and  on  the  day  he 
took  his  seat  had  occasion  to  speak  three  times,  with  great 
applaulse.  The  following  year  he  appeared  as  icotmsel  for 
the  crown  on  the  trials  of  sir  WiUiam  Perkins,  and  others, 
who  were  convicted  of  high  treason^  for  being  concerned 
in  the  plot  to  assassinate  king  William.  He  was  also  coun- 
sel for  the  crown  on  the  trial  of  captain  Thomas  Vaughan, 
for  high  treason  on  the  high  seas;  and  he  likewise  sup- 
ported in  parliament  the  bill  of  attainder  against  sir  John 
Fenwick.  In  1704,  in  a  speech  in  the  house  of  commons, 
in  the  famoui»  case  of  Ashby  and  White,  he  maintained 
that  an  action  did  lie  at  common  law,  for  an  elector  whd 
had  been  denied  his  vote  for  members  of  parliament  His 
reputation  continuing  greatly  to  increase,  on  the  accession 
of  queen  Anne  he' was  again  appointed  one  of  the  counsel 
to  the  crown ;  and  on  October  1 1,  1705,  he  was  constituted 
lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal  of  England.  A  few  days  after, 
queen  Anne  addressed  both  houses  of  patliament  in  a 
speech,  which  was  well  received,  and  which  was  said  to  be 
written  by  the  new  lord  keeper. 

The  following  year,  commissioners  having  been  ap- 
pointed for  England  and  Scotland  to  treat  concerning  an 
linion  of  the  two  kingdoms,  they  met,  for  the  first  time, 
at  the  Cockpit,  Whitehall,  on  the  16th  of  April;  wheri 
the  lord-keeper  Cowper,  as  one  of  the  commissioners  for 
England,  made  a  speech  to  the  lords  commissioners  for 
Scotland  in  favour  of  the  measure*,  and  attended  a  variety 
x)f  other  meetings  on  the  same  business.     On  July  23,  be 

1619,  4to.—- Fuller's  Abel  Red! virus. -^Clarke's  Ecclesiastical  H'lBtory,  p.  445. 
f— Hayley»8  Life  of  Cowper,  toI.  I.  p.  2.  8vo  edit.  Mr.  Hayley  thioks^it  not 
improbable  that  be  may  bare  been  ao  ancastor  of  the  poet. 
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upon  the  queen  at  St  Jameses  with  the  articles 
agreed  upon  between  the  commissioners,  as  the  terms  upon 
which  the  union  was  to  take  place,  and  made  a  speech  to 
ber  majesty  on  the  occasion.    The  articles  of  union,  agreed 
upon  by  the  commissioners,  with  some  few  alterations, 
were  afterwards  ratified  by  ^be  parliaments  both  of  Ene- 
land  and  Scotland.    The  lord*keeper  had  a  very  consi* 
derable  hand  in  this  measure,  and  in  consideration  of  that, 
and  his  general  merit  and  services,  he  was  advanced,  Nov, 
9, 1706,  to  the  dignity  of  a  peer,  by  the  style  and  title  of 
lord  Cowper,  baron  Cowper  of  Wingham  in  Kent ;  anci 
on  May  4,  1707,  her  majesty  in  council  declared  him  lord 
high  chancellor  of  Great  Britain.    In  1709,  in  consequence 
of  the  intrigues  of  Harley  and  Mrs.  Masharo,  the  earl  of 
Sunderland,  son-in-law  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  was 
removed  from  the  office  of  secretary  of  state ;  and  it  b,eing 
apprehended  that  this  event  would  give  disgust  to  that 
great  general,  and  perhaps  induce  him  to  quit  the  com^ 
mand  of  the  army,  a  joint  letter  was  sent  to  his  grace  by 
lord  Cowper,  the  duk^s  of  Newcastle  and  Devonshire,  and 
other  noblen^en,  in  which  they  conjured  him  in  the  strong- 
est terms,  not  to  quit  his  command.     But  soon  after,  on 
the  8th  of  August,  1710,  the  earl  of  Codolphin  being  re- 
moved from  the  post  of  lord- treasurer,  the  other  whig  mi« 
nisters  resigned  with  spirit  and  dignity.     Lord  Cowper,  in 
particular,  behaved  with  unexampled  firmness  and  honour^ 
rejecting  with  scorn  the  overtures  which  Harley,  the  new 
favourite,  made  to  induce   him   to  continue.     When  be 
waited  on  the  queen  to  resign,  she  strongly  opposed  his 
resolution,  and   returned  the  seals  three  times  after  he 
had  laid  them  down.     At  last,  when  she  could  not  prevail, 
she  commanded  him  to  take  them  :  adding,  ^'  I  beg  it  as  a 
favour  of  you,  if  I  may  use  that  expression/ -     Cowper 
conid  not  refuse  to  obey  her  commands  ;  but,  after  a  short 
pause,  and  taking  up.  the  seals,  be  said  that  he  would  not 
carry  them  out  of  the  palace  except  on  the  promise,  that 
the  surrender  of  them  would  be  accepted  on  the  morrow  ; 
and  on  the   following  day  his  resignation  was  accepted. 
This  singular  contest  between  her  majesty  and  him  lasted 
three  quarters  of  an  hour*. 

Soon  after  the  new  ministry  came  into  office,  Mr.  Har- 
ley being  at  the  head  oi  the  treasury,  some  inquiries  were 

^  Coxe's  Life  of  Walpple. 
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fiet  on  foot  in  order  to  criminate  the  late  administration ; 
and  a  vote  of  censure  was  passed  relative  to  the  manage^ 
ment  of  the  war  in  Spain.  Lord  Cowper,  took  tm  Mt^e 
part  in  the  debates  occasioned  by  these  inquiriefi*  joining 
in  several  protests  against  the  determinations  ef  the  house 
of  peers  concerning  the  conduct  of  that  urar.  When  prince 
Eugene  was  in  England,  he  is  said  to  have  been  consulted 
about  some  danget*ous  schemes  formed  by  that  prince  and 
the  duke  of  Marlborough*  It  may  reasonably  be  ques* 
tionedi  whether  any  siicb  schemes  were  ever  really  formed 
by  those  great  men ;  but  it  is  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  ' 
they  received  no  countenance  or  approbation  from  lord 
dowper.  The  general  opposition,  however,  which  he  gave 
to  the  adpiinistration  of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  occasioned 
him  to  be  attacked  by  dean  Swift  with  much  virulence  in 
the  Examiner;  and  some  reflections  were  thrown  out 
against  him  relative  |to  his  private  character,  which  is  said 
to  have  been  somewhat  licentions  with  respect  to  women. 
In  reply  to  Swift,  his  lordship  wrote  "  A  Letter  to  Isaac 
Bickerstaff,  occasioned  by  a  Letter  to  the  Examiner,'* 
J  7 10,  which  was  printed  in  lord  Son^ers's  Tracts,  vol.  IV. 
As  a  public  man,  he  continued  to  adhere  steadfastly  to 
the  whigs ;  and  when  a  debate  took  place  relative  to  the 
Catalans,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1714,  it  was  observed  by  lord 
Cowper,  and  others;  that  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  bav* 
ing  drawn  in  the  Catalans  to  declare  for  the  house  of  Aus-^ 
tria,  and  engaged  to  succour  and  support  them,  those  en-* 
gagements  ought  to  have  been  made  good  ;  and  lord  Cow* 
per  moved  for  an  address  to  her  majesty,  importing,  ^'That 
her  majesty^s  endeavours  for  preserving  to  the  Catalans  the 
full  enjoyment  of  their  liberties,  having  proved  ineffectual, 
their  lordships  made  it  their  humble  request  to  her  majesty, 
that  she  would  be  pleased  to  continue  her  interposition,  in 
the  most  pressing  manner,  in  their  behalf."  An  address 
to  this  purpose,  though  with  some  alterations,  was  after** 
wards  agreed  to ;  but  to  which  the  queen  returned  a  very 
evasive  answer.  Lord  Cowper  strongly  opposed  giving 
any  parliamentary  approbation  to  the  peace  of  Utrecht, 
and  in  all  respects  endeavoured  to  thwart  the  measures  of 
administration,  which  he  did,  however,  with  more  ability 
than  success.  Among  other  occasions,  he  spoke  warmly 
^'gainst  the  schism  bill,  and  joined  in  a  protest  against  it, 
with  twenty-six  other  peers,  and  five  bishops ;  yet  in  thd 
subsequent  reign,  when  the  act  was  repealed,  he  opposed 
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the  bill  brought  in  on  that  occi»ion|  because  it  contained 
some  clauses,  whicli  in  his  opinion  too  much  interfered 
with  the  test  and  corporation  acts. 

On  tlie  demise  of  queen  Anne,  lord  Cowper  was  nomi- 
nated one  of  the  lords  justices  of  the  kingdom,  till  the  ar* 
rival  of  king  George  I.  from  Hanover.  On  the  29th  of 
August,  ,1714,  he  was  appointed  lord  chancellor  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  shortly  after  lord  lieutenant  and  custos  rotu- 
lorum  of  the  county  of  Hertford.  Whe«  a  new  parliament 
was  assembled,  on  the  87th  of  March,  1715,  George  I. 
declared  from  the  throne,  ^*  That  he  had  ordered  the  lord 
chancellor  to  declare  the  causes  of  calling  this  parliament 
in  his  majesty^s  name  and  words.*'  He  then  delivered  his 
speech  into  lord  Cowper^s  hands,  who  read  it  to  both 
houses.  On  the  6  th  of  February,  1716,  his  lordship  was 
appointed  lord  high-steward  for  the  trial  of  the  rebel  lords ; 
as  he  was  also,  the  following  year,  at  the  trial  of  the  earl 
of  Oxford,  to  whom  he  behaved  on  that  occasion  with 
great  politeness.  A  change  taking  place  in  the  ministry 
in  the  beginmng  of  March  1718,  lord  Cowper  resolved  to 
resign  the  great  seal ;  but,  before  his  resignation,  the  king, 
on  account  of  his  great  merit  and  services,  on  the  18th  of 
that  month,  raised  him  to  the  dignity  of  a  viscount  and 
earl,  by  the  title  of  viscount  Fordwich,  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  and  earl  Cowper.  The  preamble  to  his  patent  was 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Hughes  the  poet,  whom  he  bad  patro- 
nized. He  resigned  the  great  seal  in  the  month  of  April, 
and  was  succeeded  by  lord  Parker. 

After  his  resignation,  lord  Cowper  diligently  attended  in 
the  house  of  peers,  and  frequently  opposed  the  measures 
pf  the  court,  particulariy  the  peerage  bill,  and  the  famous 
South-sea.  scheme.  When  a  motion  was  made,  that  the 
South-sea  bill  should  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  he  observed,  *^  That,  like  the  Trojan  horse, 
the  bill  was  ushered  in,  and  received  with  great  pomp  and 
acclamations  of  joy,  but  it  was  contrived  for  treachery  and 
destruction."  He  advanced  a  variety  of  arguments  against 
the  bill,  but  it  was  carried  by  a  large  majority,  and  was 
'  productive  of  great  national  evils.  Lord  Cowper  also  op- 
posed a  bill  ^*  for  the  more  effectual  suppressing  of  blas- 
phemy and  profaneness  ;'*  by  which  persons  were  to  be 
aubjected  to  penalties,  who  denied  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity,  or  the  inspiration  of  the  scriptures ;  and  by  which 
any  pre.achersy  who  should  deny  any  of  ^^  the  fundamental 
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articles  of  the  Christian  religibn/*  Were  td'fte  depfivi^d  of 
the  beiiefit  of  the  act  pf  toleration.     This  biUiiH'  hot  pa^s. 
On  the  .13th  of  December^    IT^f;,  he  endeavoured  to 
procure  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  an  act,  which  had  passed 
the  preceding  session,  relative  to  the  plague,  as  gave  a 
power  to  remove  to  a  lazaretto,  or  pest-house,  any  persdus 
whatsoever  infected. with  the  plague,'  or  healthy  piefsons 
out  of  an  infected  family^  from  their  habitations,  though 
distant  from  any  other;  dwelling ;  and  aiso  so  much  of  the 
said  act,  as  gave  power  for  drawing  linps  or  trenches  round 
any  city,  town,  or  placQ  infected  :  but  hi^  was  unsuccess- 
ful, and  indeed  his  conduct  ip  this  affair  seems  ti)  have 
proceeded  from  too  fastidious  a  regard  for  jibe  liberty  of 
the  subject,  which  nev^r  could  be  endangered  by  a  mea- 
sure iox  the  preservation  of  health.     He  was  yet  more  un- 
fortunate in  signing  a  protest  against  the  rejection  of  the 
bill  for  the  better   securing  the  freedom  of  election  of 
members  to  serve  for  the  cornmbijis  in  parUament,  which 
was  also  signed  by  twenty  rthree  lay-lords,  and  two  bishops^ 
and  gave  so  much  offence,  that  a  vote  was  passied  for  ex-- 
punging  it  from  the  Journals.    Omitting  the  other  parlia-. 
mentary  proceedings  in  which  his  lordship  took  a  part,  we 
must  now  advert  to  a  circumstance  in  which  he  was  per- 
sonally concerned.     Ini  the  year  1723,  Christopher  Lay^r^ 
who  had  been  convicted  of  high  treason,  underwent  a  long 
examination  before  a  secret  committee  of  the  house  of 
commons,   relative  to   a  conspiracy  for  raising  the  pre- 
tender to  the  throne ;  in  the  course  of  which  he  mentioned 
a  club  of  disaffected  persons,  of  which,    he  said,  Johil 
Plunket  had  told  him,  that  lord  Cowper  was  one.     This 
occasioned  his  lordship  to  remarlc  in  the  house  of  peers, 
that  after  having  on  so  many  occasions,  and  in  the  most 
difficult  times,  given  undoubted  proofs  of  his  hearty  zeal 
and  affection  for  the  protestant  succession »  and  of  his  at- 
tachment to  his  majesty's  person  and  government^  he  had 
just  reason  to  be  offended,  to.  see  his  name  bandied  about 
in  a  list  of  a  chimerical  club  of  disaffected  persons,  printed 
in  the  r^ort  of  the  secret  committee,  on  the  bare  hearsay  of 
an  infamous  person,  notoriously  guilty  of  prevarication ; 
and  who,  in  the  opinion  even  of  the  secret  committee,  *^  in 
order  to  .magnify  the  number  of  the  pretender's  friends, 
did,  in  several  lists,  insert  the  names  of  persons  as  well 
affected  to  the  pretender's  service,  without  having  the  least 
authority  for  so  doing :"  which  alone  was  sujSicient  to  giv0 
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an  air  of  6ction  to  the  whole  conspiracy.  But|  in  justice 
to  his  own  character^  lie  thought  it  necessary  to  niove^ 
that  John  Plunket,  from  whom  Layer  pretended  to  have 
received  the  list  of  the  club,  mentioned  in  the  report  of 
the  committeei  should  be  immediately  sent  for  to  the  bar 
of  that  house,  to  be  there  examined.  This  motion,  after 
some  debate,  was  rejected  by  the  majority ;  and  it  was 
observed  by  lord  Towusbeud,  ttiat  as  the  secret  committee 
had  declared,  that  they  were  entirely  satisfied  of  lord 
Cowper's  innocence,  his  lordsbip^s  reputation  could  not 
have  suflFered.  Lord  Cowper,  however,  thought  proper  to 
make  a  public  declaration  of  his  innocence,  which  is  in* 
serted  in  the  Historical  Register  for  J  723. 

On  the  1 5tb  of  May  this  year,  earl  Cowper  made  a  long 
speech  in  the  house  of  peers,  in  opposition  to  the  bill  for 
inflicting  pains  and  penalties  on  bishop  Atterbury.  He 
'  urged  a  variety  of  arguments  to  shew,  that  the  evidence 
against  the  bii^op*  was  extremely  insuiBcient;  and  he 
pointed  out  the  danger  of  s.^ch  a  precedent,  as  that  of  in^ 
ilicting  pains  and  penalties  on  a  man  without  law,  and 
without  proper  evidence  against  him.-  His  lordship  strongly 
objected  to  the  distinction  that  had  been  made  in  the  de-« 
bate,  between  real  evidence,  and  legal  evidence ;  and 
maintained,  that  the  law  required  only  such  real  and  cer- 
tain proof,  as  ought  in  natural  justice  and  equity,  to  be  re- 
ceived. The  last  public  transaction,  in  which  we  find  earl 
Cowper  engaged,  was  oppoAig  the  bill  for  taxing  the  pa-* 
pists ;  which  he  represented  as  an  impolitic  and  indefen- 
sible measure;  and  when  it  passed,  earl  Cowper,  and 
several  other  lords,  signed  a  protest  against  it  His  lord* 
ship  lived  but  a  few  months  after ;  for  be  died  at  his  seat  at 
Coine^green,  in  Hertfordshire,  on  the  10th  of  October, 
1723  f  and  on  the  19th  of  that  month,  he  was  interred  in 
Hertingfordbury  church,  in  the  same  county. 

The  eloquence  and  abilities  of  earl  Cowper  were  highly 
celebrated  in  his  own  time ;  he  made  a  very  conspicuous 
figure  at  the  bar ;  he  was  a  distinguished  member  of  both 
bouses  of  parliament;  his  general  character  as  a  public 
man  appears  to  have  been  entitled  to  high  praise,  from 
which,  perhaps,  in  our  days,  it  will  be  thought  no  deduc* 
tion  that  be  did  not  always  act  with  the  independence  which 
rejects  party  connections  and  views.  But  in  his  conduct, 
in  the  court  of  chancery  he  displayed  great  disinterested- 
ness.    He  opposed  the  frequency  and  facility  with  which 
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private  bills  pas^d  in  parliament ;  and  refused  cbe  new 
year*s  gifts,  which  it  bad  been  customary  to  present  to 
those  who  held  the  greai  seal.  Mr.Tindal,  who  had  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  him,  say*  that  he  *^  was  eminent 
for  his  integrity  in  the  discbarge  of  the  office  of  lord  chan- 
cellor, wbi<^b  bejiad  twice  filled.  There  may  have  been 
chancellora  of  more  extensive  learning,  but  none  of  more 
knowledge  in  the  laws  of  England.  His  judgment  was 
quick,  and  yet  solid.  His  eloquence  manly,  but  flowing. 
His  manner  graceful  and  noble.*'  Lord  Chesterfleld,  in 
his  Letters  to  his  Son,  represents  earl  Cowper  as  more  dis- 
tiiiguished,  as  a  speaker,  by  the  elegance  of  his  language, 
and  the  gracefulness  of  his  manner^  than  by  the.  force  of 
his  arguments;  that  his  strength  as  an  orator  lay  by  no 
means  in  his  reasoning,  for  he  often  hazarded  very  weak 
ones.  ^'  But  such  was  the  purity  and  elegancy  of  his  style, 
^uch  the  propriety  and  charms  of  his  elocution,  and  such 
the  gracefulness  of  his  action,  that  he  never  spoke  without 
universal  applause*  The  ears  and  the  eyes  gave  him  up 
the  hearts  and  the  understanding  of  the  audience.'' 

Earl  Cowper  was  one  of  the  governors  of  the  Chaner- 
house,  and  a  fellow  of  the  royal  society.  He  was  twice 
married.  By  his  first  wife,  Judith,  who  was  daughter  and 
heiress  of  sir  Robert  Booth,  of  London,  knight,  he  bad 
one  son,  who  died  young.  Mary,  his  second  wife,  who 
did  not  long  survive  him,  was  daughter  of  John  Clavering, 
esq.  of  Chopwell,  in  the  bishopric  of  Durham.  By  this 
lady  he  had  issue  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  eldest 
son,'  William,  succeeded  him  in  his  titles  and  estate;  and 
his  second  son,  Spencer,  became  dean  of  Durham.  His 
eldest  daughter,  lady  Sarah  Cowper,  who  is  said  to  have 
been  <<  distinguished  for  her  sense  and  accomplishments," 
died,  unmarried  in.  1758.  His  youngest,  lady  Anne,  was 
married  in  1731  to  James  Edward  Colleton,  esq.  of  Hnynes*^ 
bill  in  Berkshire,  and  died  in  i75Q. 

William,  the  second  earl  Cowper,  was  twice  married ; 
in  1732y  to  lady  Henrietta,  youngest  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Henry  D'Auverquerque  earl  of  Grantham ;  and  in  1750, 
/to  lady  Georgina,  daughter  to  earl  Granville,  and  widbw  of 
thehon.  John  Spencer,  esq.  by  whom  she  was  mother  of 
John  earl  Spencer.  By  lady  Georgina,  lord  Cowper  had 
no  issue;  but  by  his  first  countess,  who  died  in  1747,  he 
was  father -of  George  Nassau,  third  earl  Cowper,  whp  died 
at  Florence  in  1789,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  George 
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Augustus,  who  also  dying  in  1799,  was  succeeded  by  Leo- 
pold Louis  Francis,  bis  brotberi  the  present  and  fifth 
carl  Cowper. ' 

COWPER  (Spencer),  D.  D.  was  the  second  son  of  the 
lord  high  chancellor  Cowper,  and  was  born  in  London  in 
1713,  and  educated  at  Exeter  college,  Oxford,  where  he 
took  his  degrees,  M.  A.  1734,  and  B.  and  D.  D.'  by  diploma 
1746.  Having  entered  early  in  life  into  orders,  he  ob- 
tained the  rectory  of  Fordwich,  Kent,  and  a  prebend  of 
Canterbury,  which  he  resigned  for  the  deanery  of  Dur-> 
bam,  which  he  held  till  hb  death,  March  25,  1774.  He 
published,  1.  *'A  Speech  at  the  installation  of  the  bishop 
of  Durham,''  1752,  4to.  2.  «  A  Spital  Sermon,"  1753,  4to. 
3.  <' Eight  Discourses/*  1773,  8vo,  and  two  other  occa- 
sional Sermons.  * 

COWPER  William),  a  very  distinguished  modern 
English  poet,  and  one  whose  singular  history  will  apolo-^ 
gize  for  the  length  of  the  present  article,  was  the  descen- 
dant of  an  ancient  and  honourable  family.  .  His  father  was 
the  second  son  of  Spencer  Cowper  (a  younger  brother  of 
the  lord  chancellor  Cowper)  who  was  appointed  chief  jus- 
tice of  Chester  in  1717,  and  afterwards  a  judge  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas.  He  died  in  1728,  leaving  a 
daughter,  Judith,  a  young  lady  who  had  a  striking  taste  for 
poetry,  and  who  married  coFonel  Madan,  and  transmitted 
her  poetical  taste  and  devotional  spirit  to  a  daughter.  This 
daughter  was  married  to  her  cousin  major  Cowper,  and 
was  afterwards  the  friend  and  correspondent  of  our  poet. 
His  father,  John  Cowpeis  entered  into  the  church, -and 
became  rector  of  Great  Berkhamstead  in  Hertfordshire. 
He  married  Anne,  the  daughter  of  Roger  Donne,  esq.  of 
Ludlam-hall  in  Norfolk,  by  whom  he  had  several  children 
who  died  in  their  infancy,  and  two  sons,  William  and  John, 
who  survived  their  mother.  William  was  born  at  Berk- 
hamstead Nov.  26,  1731,  and  from  his  infancy  appears  tb 
have  been  of  a  very  delicate  habit  both  of  mind  and  body. 
To  8uch.a  child  the  loss  of  a  mother  is  an  incalculable  mis- 
fortune, and  must  have  been  particularly  so  to  young 
Cowper.  In  his  biographer's  opinion,  it  contributed  in 
the  highest  degree  to  the  dark  colouring  of  his  subsequent 

1  Biof.  Brit.«-HColUD9*f  Peerage  by  sir  E.  Brydges.^^Swift's  Works,  see  In- 
dm,  dcc^—SmoI let's,  Rapin's,  and  other  Histories  of  the  period. — Coxe'»Life  of 
Walpole/  . 
-  *  HutebhiSQp*t  History  of  Dvirham.-r^icbols'S  Bpwyer.  .'  * 
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life*    Ufidoiibtedly  ifHben  «  child  reqtiires  a  more  dian  oc« 
dinary  share  of  attention,  the  task  can  seldom  be  expected 
to  be  performed  with  so  much  success  as  by  a  mother,  who 
,to  her  natural  affection,  joins  that  patience  and  undisturbed 
care  which  are  rarely  to  be  found  in  a  father  :  but  at  tbm 
aame  time  it  may  be  remarked,  that  Cowper's  very  pecu-' 
liar  frame  of  mind  appears  to  hdve  been  independent  of 
any  advantages  or  misfortunes  in  education.     In  1737,  the 
.  year  of  his  mother^s  death,  he  was  sent  to  a  school  at 
'Market-street  in  Hertfordshire,  under  the  conduct  of  Dr« 
.Pitman,  but  was  removed  from  it,  at  what  time  is  uncer* 
tain,^  on  account  of  a  complaint  in  his  eyes  for  which  ha 
was  consigned  to  the  care  of  a  female  oculist  for  the  space 
4»f  two  years.    It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  be  pto^ 
.£ted  so  much  from  her  aid  as  from  the  smalUpox,  which 
^seized  him  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  removed  the  com- 
plaint for  the  present,  but  left  a  disposition  to  inflammation^ 
to  which  he  was  subject  nearly  the  whole  of  his  )ife« 

At  Maritet-street,  as  well  as  at  Westminster-scbool,  to 
.  which  be  was  now  removed,  he  is  reported  to  have  suffered 
much  from  the  wanton  tyrannv  of  his  8chooUfeUow$,'wbo 
with  the  usual  unthinking  cruelty  of  youth,  triumphed  over 
the  gentleness  and  timidity  of  his  spirit.  As  be  informs 
us,  however,  that  he  '*  excelled  at  cricket  and  foot-bal)^'* 
he  could  not  have  been  wholly  averse  from  joining  in 
youthful  sports,  yet  the  preponderance  of  uneasiness  irom 
thd  behaviour  of  his  companions  was  such,  that  in  his  ad- 
vanced years  he  retained  none  but  painful  recollections  of 
what  men  in  general  remember  with  more  pleasure  thai» 
any  other  period  of  their  lives.  And  t^ese  recollections 
no  dopbt  animated  his  pen  with  more  than  his  usual  seve- 
rity in  exposing  the  ah^uses  of  public  schools,  to  which  be 
uniformly  prefers  a  domestic  education.  This  subject  has 
since  been  discussed  by  various  pens,  and  the  conclusion 
seems  to  be,  that  the  few  instances  which  occur  of  domes* 
tic  education  successfully  pursued  are  strongly  in  its  favour 
where  it  is  practicable,  but  that  from  the  occupations  and 
genera^l  state  of  talents  in  parents,  it  can  seldom  be 
adopted,  and  is  continually  liable  to  be  interrupted  by 
accidents  to  which  public  schools  are  not  exposed.  '  In 
'the  case  of  Cowper,  a  public  school  might  have  been  ju« 
diciously  recommended  to  conquer  his  constitutional  diffi- 
:dence  and  shyness,  which^  it  was  natural  to  suppose,  would 
have  been  increased  by  a  seclusion  from  boys  of  hi^  ^WA 
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*age;  but  the  effect;  difiappointed  the  expectations  of  his 
friends. 

He  left  Wefttitiirtster^acbool   in  1749,  at   the  age  of 
eighteen,  and  was  articled  to  Mr  Chapman,  an  attorney, 
-for  the  spade  of  thr^e  years.     This  period  he  professed  tp 
employ  in  acquiring  a  species  of  knowledge  which  be  was 
Deter  to  bring  into  nse,  and  to  which  his  peculiarity  of  dis« 
position  must  have  been  averse.     We  are  not  told  whether 
he  had  Been  cohsulted  in  this  arrangement,  but  it  was  pro- 
bably suggested  as  that  in  which  his 'family  interest  might 
'avail  him.     His  own  account  may  be  relied  on.     <'  I  did 
actually  live  thr^e  years  with  Mr.  Chapoian,  a  solicitor, 
'  that  is  to  say,  I  slept  three  years  in  his  house,  but  I  lived, 
'that  is  to  sajr,  I  ^ent  my  days  in-  Southampton-row,  as 
^you  very  welf  remember.     Th#re.was  I,  and  the  future 
'lord  chancellor  (Thuriow),  constantly  employed  from  moin»- 
ing  to  night  in  giggling  and  iliaking  giggle,  instead  <)f 
studying  the  law.''     Yet  with  (his  apparent  gaieti  de  casut^ 
'  and  with  every  advantage,  tiattiral  and  acquired,  that  bade 
fair  for  his  advancement  in  public  life,  hie  was  kept  back 
by  an  extreme  degree  of  tiiodeitty  and  shyness  from  all  in- 
tercourse with  the  world,    except  the  society  of  a  few 
friends, -who  knew  bow  to  appreciate  his  character,  and 
among  whom  he  found  himself  without  restraint.     The  loss 
of  a  friend  and  of  a  mistress  appears,  among  other  adver- 
sities, to  have  aggravated  his  sufferings  at  this  time,  and  to 
have  strengthened  that  constitutional  melancholy  which  be 
delighted  to  paint,  and  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  he  loved 
to  iildulge. 

When  he  had  fulfilled  the  terms  of  his  engagement  in 
Mr.  Chapman's  office,  he  entered  the  Temple  with  a  view 
to  the  further  study  of  the  law,  a  profession  that  has  been 
more  frequently  deserted  by  men  of  lively  genius  than  any 
other.  Cowper  was  destined  to  add  another  instance  to 
the  number  of  those  who,  tinder  the  appearance  of  apply- 
ing to  an  arduous  and  important  study,  have  eoiployed 
their  time  hi  the  cultivation  of  wit  and  poetry.  He  is 
known  to  have  assisted  some  contemporary  publications 
with  essays  in  prose  and  verse,  and  what  is  rather  more 
^xtraordin^^ry,  in  a  man  of  his  piCrity  of  conduct,  culti- 
vated the  acquaintance  of  Churchill,  Thornton^  Lloyd,  and 
Colman,  who  had  been  his  schootfellows  at  Westminster. 
It  is  undoubtedly  to  Churchill  and  Lloyd,  that  be  alludes 
iQ-a  letter  to  jady  Hesketh,  dated  Sept  4,  1765.     <^  Two 
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of  nvy  frieDds  have  beeoi  cut  oS  during  my  illness^  in  the 
midst  of  such  a  life  as  it  ia  frightful  to  t^sfl^ct  upon ;  and 
here  am  I>  in  better  health  and  spif it^  tbao  I  can  almost 
remember  to  have  enjoyed  before,  after  having  spenjb 
months  ui  the  apprehension  of  instant  d^a^h.  How  mys«» 
terious  are  the  ways  of  Proridence !  Why  .did  I  receivo 
grace  and  inercy  ?  Why  was  I  preserved,,  afflicted  for  my 
good,  received,  as  I  trust,  into  &vour,  and  blessed  with  tha 
greatest  happiness  I  can  ever  know,  .or  hpp^  fpr,  in  this 
life,  while  these  were  overtaken  by  the  great  arrest,  un- 
awakened,  unrepenting,  and  every  way  unprepared  for  it?" 

About  the  period  sdluded  to,  he  assisted  Colman  witli 
some  papers  for  the  Connoisseur,  and  probably  Thornton 
^nd  Lloyd,  who  then- carried  on  various  periodical  under^ 
takings,  but  the  amount  of  what  he  wivote  cannot  now  be 
ascertained,  and  was  always  so  little  known,  that  on  the 
appearance  of  his  first  volume  of  poems,  when  he  had 
reached  his  fiftieth  year  (1782),  he  was  .considered  as  a 
new  writer.  But  his  general  occupations  will  best  appear 
in  an  extract  from  one  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Park  in  1792. 
"From  the  age  of  twenty  to  thirty-three  (when  he  left 
the  Temple)  I  was  occupied,  or  ought  to  have  been,  in  the 
study  of  the  law ;  from  thirty-three  to  sixty,  I  have  spent 
my  time  in  the  country,  where  my  reading  has  been  only 
an  apology  for  idleness,  and  where,  when  J  had  not  either 
a  magazine  or  a  review,  I  was  sometimes  a  carpenter,  a% 
others  a  bird-cage  maker,  or  a  .gardener,  or  a  drawer  of 
landscapes.  At  fifty  years  of  age  I  commenced  an  author ; 
— it  is  a  whim  that  has  served  me  longest,  and  best,  and 
will  probably  be  my  last.*'  His  first  poetical  effort  was  a 
translation  of  an  elegy  of  Tibullus,  made  at  the  ege  of  four^? 
teen ;  at  eighteen,  he  wrote  the  beautiful  verses  "  On  find- 
ing the  heel  of  a  Shoe;''  but  as  little  more  of  bis  juvenile 
poetry  has  been  preserved,  all  the  steps  of  his  progress  to 
that  perfection  which  produced'  the  "Task^"  cannot  now 
be  traced. 

Unfit  as  be  was,  from  extreme  diffidence,  to  advance  ia 
his  profession,  his  family  interest  procured  him  a  situatian 
which  seemed  not  ill  adapted  to  gratify  bis  very  moderate 
ambition,  while  it  did  not  much  interfere  with  his  reluc-v 
tance  to  public  life.  In  bis  34th  year  he  was  nominated 
to  the  offices  of  reading  clerk  and  clerk  of  the  private 
committees  of  the  house  of  lords.  But  in  thi^  arrangement 
bis  friends  were  disappointed.     It  presented  to  his  mind 
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tbe  formidable  danger  of  reading  m  public,  wbich  was  nelEt 
to  speaking  in  public :  his  native  modesty,  therefore,  re- 
coiled at  the  thought,  and  he  resigned  the  oflBce.  On  this 
bis  friends  procurad  him  the  place  of  clerk  of  the  jooruafii 
to  the  house  of  lords,  tbe  consequence  of  which  is  thus 
telated  by  Mr.  Hayley :  '*  It  was  hoped,  from  the  change 
of  his  station,  that  bis  personal  appearance  in  parlia* 
ment  might  not  be  required ;  but  a  parliamentary  dispute 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  the 
house  of  lords,  to  entitle  himself  publicly  to  the  office. 
Speaking  of  this  important  incident  in  a  sketch,  which 
he  onc^  formed  himself,  of  passages  in  his  eariy  fife,  he 
expresses  what  he  endured  at  the  time,  in  these  remark* 
able  words : — *  They,  whose  spirits*  are  formed  Uke  mine» 
to  whom  a  public  exhibition  of  themselves  is  mortal  poison, 
may  have  some  idea  of  the  horrors  of  my  situation :  others 
can  have  none/ — His  terrors  on  this  occasion  arose  to  such 
an  astonishing  height,  that  they  utterly  overwhelmed  his 
reason  :  for  although  he  had  endeavoured  to  prepare  him*^ 
self  for  his  public  duty,  by  attending  Closely  at  the  office 
for  several  months,  to  examine  the  parliamentary  journal^ 
bis  application  was  rendered  useless  by  that  excess  of  dif* 
fidence,  which  made  him  conceive,  that,  whatever  know* 
ledge  be  might  previously  acquire,  it  would  all  forsake 
him  at  the  bar  of  the  house.  This  distressing  appre* 
hension  increased  to  such  a  degree,  a^  the  time  for  his 
appearance  approached,  that  when  the  day,  so  anxiously 
dreaded^  arrived,  be  was  unable  to  make  tbe  experiment 
The  very  friends  who  called  on  him  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  him  to  the  house  of  lords  acquiesced  in  the  cruel 
necessity  of  his  relinquishing  the  prospect  of  a  station  so 
severely  formidable  to  a  firame  of  such  singular  sensibility* 
The  conflict  between  the  wishes  of  just  affectionate  ambi* 
tion,  and  the  terrors  of  diffidence,  so  entirely  overwhelmed 
his  health  and  faculties,  that  after  two  learned  and  bene<» 
volent  divines  (Mr.  John  Cowper,-  his  brother,  and  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Martin  Madan,  bis  first  cousin},  had  vainly 
endeavoured  to  establish  a  lasting  tranquillity  in  his  mind, 
by  friendly  and  religious  conversation,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  remove  him  to  St.  Alban's,  where  he  resided  a  con* 
siderable  time,  under  the  care  of  that  eminent  physician 
Dr.  Cotton.'' 

The  period  of  his  residence  here  was  from  Dec.  1763  to 
July  1764,  a^d  the  mode  of  his  insanity  appears  to  h^ve 
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been  th^t  of  relif^ous  despondeney;  but  this,  about  the 
last^noentioDed  date,  gave  way  to  ipore  cheering  views, 
vhicb  first  presented  themselves  to  hii^  uiiod  during  ^ 
perusal  of  the  third  chapter  of  St  PauPs  Epistle  to  the 
,  Somaus*  After  his  recovery  from  this  awful  visitation^  he 
determined  to  retire  from  the  busy  world  altogether^  finding 
bis  mind  alien9.ted  from  the  conversation  and  companyi, 
bpwever  select,  in  which  he  b^^d  hitherto  delighted,  and 
looking  back  with  particular  horror  on  some  of  his  former 
associ^ions :  and  by  the  advice  of  his  brother,  the  Rev. 
John  Cowper,  of  Bene' t- college,  Cambridge,  he  removed 
to  a  private  lodging  in  Huntingdon.  He  had  not,  how- 
es>er,  resided  long  in  this  place,  before  he  was  introduced 
into  a  family  that  had  the  honour,  for  many  years,  of  ad- 
ministering to. his  happiness,  and  of  evincing  a  warmth  of 
friendship  of  which  there  are  few  examples.  This  in.ter- 
course  was  begun  by  Mn  Cawthom  Unwii),  a  young  man, 
a  student  of  Cambridge,  and  son  to  the  rev,  Mr.  Unvvin', 
rector  of  Grimston,  and  at  this  time  a  resident  of,  Hunting- 
'  don.  Mr.  TJnwin  the  younger  was  one  day  so  attracted  by 
Cowper's  uncommon  and  interesting  appearance,  that  he 
attempted  to  solicit  his  acquaintance;'  and  achieved  this 
purpose  with  such  reciprocity  of  delight,  that  Cowpei* 
was  finally  induced  to  take  up  hi^  abode  with  his  new 
friend's  aihiable  family^  which  then  consisted  of  the  rev. 
Mr,  Unwin^.Mrs.  Unwin,  the  son,  just  mentioned,  apd  a 
daughter.  It  appears  to  have  been  about  the  month  of 
September  1765  ^that  he  formed  this  acquaintance,  and 
about  February  1766  he  became  an  inmate  in  the  family. 
In  July  1767,  Mr.  Unwin  senior  was  killed  by  a  fall  from 
his  horse.  The  letters  which  Mr.  Hayley  has  published 
describe,  in  the  clearest  light,  the  singularly  peaceful  and 
devout  life  of  the  amiable  writer,  during  his  residence  at 
Huntingdon,  and  this  melancholy"  accident,  which  occa* 
sioned  his  removal  to  a  distant  county. 

About  this  time  he  added  to  the  number  of  his  friends  tfa^e 
late  venerable  and  pious  John  Newton,  rector  of  St.  Mary 
Woolnoth,  London,  but  then  curate  of  OIney  in  Buckingham^ 
shire,  who  being  consulted  by  Mr.  Cowper  as  to  an  eligible 
residence  for  Mrs.  Unwin,  recommended  a  house  at  Olney, 
to  which  that  lady,  her  daughter,  and  our  poet,  removed  on 
the  14th  of  October  1767.  At  this  residence,  endeared  to 
them  by  the  company  and  public  services  of  a  man  of  con- 
genial sentiments^  Cowper  for  some  years  continued  to 
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enjoy  those  blessings  of  a  retired  and  devotional  life,  which 
had  constituted  his  only  happiness  since  his  recovery.  His 
correspondence  at  this  sera  evinces  a  placid  train  of  sen- 
timent, mixed  with  an  air  of  innocent  gaiety,  that  must 
have  afforded  the  highest  satisfaction  to  bis  friends.  Among 
ether  pleasures,  of  the  purest  kind,  be  delighted  in  acts 
of  benevolence ;  and  as  he  was  not  rich,  he  bad  the  addi-t 
tional  felicity  of  being  employed  as  an  almoner  in  the  se-. 
cret  benevoleticei  of  that  nrost.  charitable  of  all  human 
brings,  the  late  John  Thornton,  es^.  an  opulent  merchant 
-of  London,  whose  name  he  has  immortalized  in  his  poem 
on  charity,  and  in  some  verses  on  his  death,  which  Mr, 
Hayley  first  published.  Mr.  Thornton  statedly  allowed 
Mr.  Newton  the  sum  of  200/.  per  annum*,  for  the  use  of 
the  poor  of  Olney,  and  it  was  the  joint  concern  of  Mr. 
Newton  and  Mr.  Cowper  to  distribute  this  sum  in  the  mos( 
judicious  and  useful  manner.  Such  a  bond  of  union  could 
not  fail  to  increase  their  intimacy.  •*  Cowper,"  says  Mr^ 
Newton,  **  loved  the  poor ;  he  often  visited  them  in  their 
cottages,  conversed  with  them  in  the  most  condescending 
manner,  sympathized  with  them,  counselled  and  comforted 
them  in  their  distresses;  and  those,  who  were  seriously 
disposed,  were  often  cheered  and  animated  by  his  prayers.'^ 
Of  their  intimacy,  the  same  writer  speaks  in  these  em- 
phatic terms  : — "  For  nearly  twelve  years  we  were  seldom 
separated  for  seven  hours  at  a  time,  when  we  were  awake 
and  at  home.  The  first  six  I  passed  in  daily  admiring,  and 
aiming  to  imitate  him  :  during  the  second  si>c,  I  walked 
pensively  with  him  in  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death.'* 
Among  other  friendly  services  about  this  time,  he- wrote  for 
Mr.  Newton  some  beautiful  hymns,  which  the  latter  intro- 
duced  in  public  worship,  and  published  in  a  collection  long 
before  Cowper  was  known  as  a  poet. 

On  these  employments,  Mr.  Hayley  passes  the  following 
opinion : — Where  the  nerves  are  tender,  and  the  iroagi- 
Tiation  tremblingly  alive,  any  fervid  excess  in  the  exercise 
of  the  purest  piety,  may  be  attended  with  such  perils  to 
corporeal  and  mental  hesdth,  as  men  of  a  more  firm  and 
hardy  fibre  would  be  far  from  apprehending.  Perhaps  the 
life  that  Cowper  led,  on  his  settling  at  Olney,  had  a  ten^ 
dency  to  increase  the  morbid  propensity  of  his   frame,^ 

'^  Cecil's  Life  of  N««rton,  p.  142.  SO0O/.  ia  tbi.s  way  ^oqi  Mr^  Thornton, 
Mr.  Newton  told  bis  biographer,  that  during  the  .time  thai  he  resided  at 
tie  thouftit  he  had  |%ceiv«d  upwards  of     Olney,  Htile  J^pre  than  fifteen  years^ 
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though  it  was  a  life  of  admiFable  sanctity."  It  appears 
however,  by  his  letters,  that  this  was  the  life  of  hi$  choLc^i^ 
and  that  it  was  varied  by  e^serciseand  rational  ai^u^inentfti 
How  .such  a  life  could  have  a  tendency  to  increase  a  xxkQtt 
bid  propensity,  or  what  mode  of  life  could  have  been  w^'z 
trived  more,  likely  to  diminish  that  propensity,  it  is  di$au}( 
to  imagine.  .... 

In  1770,  his  brother  John  died  at  Cambridge)^  aiji  ev^^( 
which  made  a  lasting,  but  not  unfavourable .  iuiprej^siou  pfi 
the  tender  and  affectionate  mind  of  our  pqetf  }Vhile  thf 
circumstances  of  this  event  were  recent,,  he  comQ[iitte4 
them  to  paper,  and  they  were  published  <byJVIr.  Nekton  i^ 
1802.  Cowper  afterwards  introduced  spma  linei^  iQ  his 
ynemory  in  the  Task :  .  ^  ' 


'^  I  had  a  brother  once. 


Peace  to  the  memory  of  a  man  of  worth,  '  • 

A  man  of  letters^  and  of  mannors  too>"  i&c^  .    .     .   , 

For  some  years  this  brother  withstood,  but  finally,  adopted 
our  author's  opinions  in  religious  matters ;  .and  severely  as 
the  survivor  felt  the  loss  of  so  amiable  a  relative,  it  pro- 
duced no  other  effect  on  his  mind  than  to  increase  his  con- 
fidence in  the  principles  he  had  adopted,  and  to  rejoice  iu 
the  consolations  he  derived  from  them. 

From  tjiis  period,  his  life  affords  little  of  the  narrativ^ 
kind,  until  1773,  when,  in  the  language  of  liis  biographer^ 
"  he  sunk  into  such  severe  paroxysms  of  religious  despon- 
dency, that  he  required  an  attendant  of  the  mo^t  gentle, 
vigilant,  and  inflexible  spirit.    Such  an  attendant  he  found 
in  that  faithful  guardian  (Mrs.  Unwin),  whom  he  had  pro- 
fessed to  love  as  a  mother,  and  who  watched  over  him, 
during  this  long  fit  of  depressive  malady,  extended  through 
several  years,  with  that  perfect  mixture  of  tenderness  and 
fortitude,  which  constitutes  the  inestimable  influence  of 
maternal  protection.     I  wish  to  pass  rapidly  over  this  cala-^ 
mitous  period,  and  shall  only  observe,  that  nothing  could 
surpass  the  sufferings  of  the  patient,  or  excel  the  care  of 
the  nurse.     That  meritorious  gare  received  from  heaven 
the  most  delightful  of  all  rewards,  in  seeing  the  pure  and 
powerful  mind,  to  whose  restoration  it  has  contributed  so 
much,  not  only  gradually  restored  to  the  common  enjoy- 
ments  of  life,    but  successively  endowed  with  new  and 
marvellous  funds  of  diversified  talents  and  courageous  ap-* 
plication.'* 
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His  vaeovery  was  slow ;  and  be  knew  enough  of  his  dmu 
lady,  to  abstain  from  literary  employment  while  his  mind 
was  in  any  degree  unsettled.    The  first  amusement  which 
engaged  bis  humane  affections  was  the  taming  of  three  bares, 
m  circumstance  that  would  have  scarcely  deserved  notice 
linless  among  the  memoranda  of  natural  history,  if  he  bad 
not  given  to  it  an  extraordinary  interest  in  every  heart,  by 
the  animated  account  he  wrote  of  this  singular  family.    In 
the  mean  time  his  friends,  Mrs.  Unwin  and  Mr.  Newton, 
redoubled  their  efforts  to  promote  his  happiness,  and  to 
reconcile  him  to  the  world,  in  which  he  had  yet  a  very  im- 
portant part  to  act;   but  as,  in   17 SO,  Mr.  Newton  was 
obliged  to  leave  Olney,  and  accept  of  the  living  of  St.  Mary 
Woolnoth,  London,  be  contrived  to  introduce  Cowper  to 
the  friendship  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Bull,  of  Newport  PagnelL 
This  gentleman,  who  bad  many  excellent  qualities  to  re- 
commend him  as  a  (it  successor  to  Mr.  Newton,  soon  ac- 
quired  the  unreserved  confidence  of  our  author*.     It 
was  at  Mr.  BulPs  request  that  he  translated  several  spiritual 
songs  from  the  French  of  Madame  de  la  Mothe  Guionf, 
which  have  since  been  published  separately.    His  recovery 
from  this  second  illness  may  be  dated  from  the  summer  of 
1778,  after  which  he  began  to  meditate  those  greater  ex- 
ertions upon  which  his  fame  rests. 

About  this  time  be  was  advised  to  make  application  to 
lord  Thurlow^  who  had  been  one  of  bis  juvenile  compa- 
nions, for  some  situation  of  emolument ;  but  he  declined 
this  from  motives  of  highly  justifiable  delicacy ;  intimating, 
that  be  had  hopes  from  that  quarter,  and  that  it  would  be 
better  not  to  anticipate  his  patron^s  favours  by  solicitation. 
He  afterwards  sent  a  copy  of  his  first  volume  of  poems  to 
bis  lordship,  accompanied  with  a  very  elegant  letter ;  and 
seems  to  murmur  a  little,  on  more  occasions  than  one,  at 
his  lordship's  apparent  neglect.  A  correspondence  took 
place  between  them  at  d^  more  distant  period  ;  but  whether 
from  want  of  a  proper  representation  of  his  situation,  or 
from  forgetfulness,  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  this  nobie- 
man*s  interest  was  employed  when  too  late  for  the  purpose 
which  Cowper's  friends  hoped  to  promote.    It  will  be  diffi- 


*  See  Cowper'fi  character  of  bioif 
Hay  ley »  toI.  II.  p.  90. 

f  Cowper  says  ;  "  Her  verse  is  the 
on4y  French  verse  X  ever  read  that  I 
foun4  agreeable :   there  is  a  neatness 


in  it  eqaal  to  that  which  we  applaud, 
with  so  much  reason,  in  the  compo* 
sitions  of  Prior,"      Uayley>^  rol.   \U 
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mk  to  impute  a  want  of  liberality  to  lord  Thurlow,  while 
his  voluntary  and  generous  offer-  to  Dr.  Johnson  remains  on 
record. 

In  the  mean  ttme»  our  author  continued  to  wtmae  him* 
self  with  reading  such  new  books  as  bi» friends  could  pro«^ 
core,  with  writing  ^ort  piecea  ef  poetry,  tending  his  tame 
impes  and  btrds^  and  clrawing  landscapes,  a  talent  which  be 
4liscovered  in  himself  very  late  in  life,  and  which  he  em*> 
ployed  with  considerable  skill.  In  all  this,  perhi^s,  there 
^as  not  much  labour,  but  it  was  not  idleness*  A  short 
passage  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  Rev.  William  Unwin^ 
tlated  May  1780,  will  serve  to  make  the  distinction* 
**  Excellence  is  providentially  placed  beyond  the  reach  4)C 
indolence,  that  success  may  be  the  reward  of  industry^ 
and  that  idleness  may  be  punished  with  obscurity  and  dis* 
grace.  So  long  as  1  am  pleased  with  an  employment,  I 
am  capable  of  unwearied  application^  because  my  feelings 
are  M  of  the. intense  kind:  I  never  received  a  little  plea- 
sure from  any  thing  in  my  life:  if  I  am  <lelighted,  it  is  in 
the  extreme.  The  unhappy  consequence  of  this  temper 
rature  is,  that  my  attachment  to  any  occupation  seldom 
outlives  the  novelty  of  it.'* 

Urg^,  however,  by  his  amiable  friend  and  companion  Mrs. 
Unwin,  be  employed  the  winter  of  1780-1,  in  preparing  bis . 
first  volume  of  poems  for  the  press,  consisting  of  the  Table- 
tatt,  Hope,  the  Progress  of  Error,  Charity,  &c.  But  such 
was  his  diffidence  in  their  success,  that  he  appears  to  have 
been  in  doubt  whether  any  bookseller  would  be  willing  to 
print  them  on  his  own  account.  He  was  fortunate  enough, 
however,  to  find  in  Mr.  Johnson,  of  St.  Paurs  Church-* 
yard  (his  friend  Mr.  Newton's  publisher),  one  whose  spirit 
and  liberality  immediately  set  his  mind  at  rest.  The  vo- 
lume  was  accordingly  completed,  and  Mr.  Newton  fur* 
nished  the  preface ;  a  circumsunce  which .  his  biographer 
littributes  to  *^  his  extreme  diffidence  in  regard  to  himself, 
and  his  kind  eagerness  to  gratify  the  affectionate  ambition 
4>f  a  friend  whom  be  tenderly  esteemed."  It  was  published 
in  1782. 

The  success  of  this  volume  was  undoubtedly  not  equal 
to  its  merit;  for,  as  his  biographer  has  justly  observed, 
^'  it  exhibits  such  a  diversity  of  poetical  powers  as  have  been 
given  very  rarely  indeed  to  any  individual  of  the  modern, 
or  of  the  ancient  world.**  As  an  apology  for  the  inatten* 
lion  of  the  pabUc  to  a  present  of  such.valoe^  Mr.  Hay  ley 
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has  supposed  tliat  be  gave  ofienoe  by  bis  bold  eulogy  on 
Whitefielciy  *^  vibom  the  dramatic  satire  of  Fooie^  in  bis 
comedy  of  tbe  '  Minor,'  had  taught  the  nation  to  deride 
as  a  mischieTous  fanatic  ;*'  and  that  hefaazarded  sentinaents 
too  precise  and  strict  for  public  opinion.     Tbe  character 
«f  Wliitefield,  however,  had  been  long  rescued  from  the 
impious  buffoonerieet  of  Foote,  and  the  public  "could  now 
bear  his  eulogium  with  tolerable  patience  :  but  that  there 
are  austerities  io  these  poems,  which  indicate  the  morose- 
siess  of  a  recluse,  Cowper  was  not  unwilling  to  allow.  Whe- 
ther he  softened  theon  in  ttie  subsequent  editiona,  bis  bio* 
grapber  has  BOt  informed  us.     It  may  be  added,  that  the 
Vciume  was  introduced  into  the  world  witliout  any  of  the 
quackisb  parade  so  frequently  adopted,  and  had  none  of 
those  embelKsbments  by  which  tbe  eye  of  the  purchaser 
is  caught,  at  the  expence  of  his  pocket.     The  periodical 
critics,  whose  opinions  Cowper  watched  with  more  anxiety 
than  could  have  been  wished,  in  a  man  so  superior  to  the 
common  candidates  for  poetic  fame,  were. divided;  and 
even  those  wbo  were  most  favourable^  betrayed  no  extra- 
ordinary raptures.      In  tbe  mean  time,   the  work  crept 
slowly  into  notice,  and  acquired  the  praise  of  those  who 
knew  the  value  of  such  an  addition  to  ouf  stock  of  English 
poetry. 

.   Some  time  before  the  publication  of  this  volume,  Mr. 
Cowper  made  a  most  important  acqoisitton  in  the  friend- 
slup  and  conversation  of  lady  Austen  (widow  of  sir  Robert 
Austen),  wbom  he  found  a  woman  of  elegant  taste,  and 
such*  critical  powers  as  tabled  her  to  direct  bis  studies  by 
her  judginent,  and  encourage  them  by  her  praise.     An 
accidental  visit  which  this  lady  made  to  Olney  served  to 
introduce  her  to  the  poet,  whose  shyness-  generally  gave 
way  to  a  display  of  mental  excellence  and  polished  man- 
Bers.     In  a  short  time,  lady  Austen  shared  his  esteem  with 
bis  older  friend  Mrs.  Unwin,  although  not  without  exGitiufi^ 
some  little  degree  of  jealousy,  which  Mr.  Hayley  has  no- 
ticed with  his  usnal  delicacy.     Cowper, ,  without  at  first 
'  suspecting  that  the  feelings  of  Mrs.  Unwin  could  be  hurt^ 
<^  considered  the  cheerful  and  animating  society  of  bis  new 
accomplished  friend,  as  a  blessing  conferied  on  bim  bji 
tbe  signal  favour  of  providence."     Some  mouths  after  tbeiv 
first  interview,  lady  Austen  quitted  her  houae  io  London, 
'  and  having  taken  up  her  residence  in  the  pareunage  housd 
9f  Olhey,  Cowper,  M£s.  Unwin,  ftnd  ^e,  became  ikkooal 
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one  famity,  dining  always  together  alternately  in  the  houses 
of  the  two  ladies. 

Among  other  small  pieces  which  he  composed  at  the 
suggestion  of  lady  Austen,  was  the  celebrated  ballad  of 
.♦*  John  Gilpin,"  the  origin  of  which  Mr.  Hayley  thus  re- 
lates : — **  It  happened  one  afternoon,  that  lady  Austen  ob- 
served him  sinking  into  increasing  dejection  :  it  was  her 
custom^  on  these  occasions,  to  try  all  the  resources  of  her 
sprightly  powers  for  his  immediate  relief.  She  told  him  - 
the  story  of  Joha  Gilpin  (which  had  been  treasured  in  her 
memory  from  her  childhood),  to  dissipate  the  gloom  of  the 
passing  hour.  Its  effect  on  the  fancy  of  Cowper  had  the 
air  of  enchantment :  he  informed  her  the  next  morning, 
that  convulsions  of  laughter,  brought  on  by  his  recollection 
of  her  story,  had  kept  him  waking  during  the  greatest  part 
of  the  night,  and  that  he  had  turned  it  into  a  ballad.** 
Mrs.  Unwin  sent  it  to  the  Public  Advertiser,  where  the 
late  Mr.  Henderson,  the  player,  first  saw  at,  and  conceiving 
it  might  display  his  comic  powers,  read  it  at  Freemasons*- 
hall,  in  a  course  of  similar  entertainments  given  by  himself 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan,  It  became  a^erwards  extremely 
popular  among  all  classes  of  readers,  but  was  not  gene- 
rally known  to  be  Cowper^ s,  until  it  was  added  to  his  se- 
cond volume. 

The  publio  was  soon  laid  under  a  fiair  higher  obligation 
•to  lady  Austen  for  having  suggested  oii)r  author^s  principstl 
poem,  "The  Task,"  "a  poem,"  says  Mr.  Hayley^  "of 
such  infinite  variety,  that  it  seems  to  include  every  subject, 
and  every  style,  without  any  dissonance  or  disorder ;  and 
to  have  flowed  without  effort,  from  inspired  philanthropy, 
eager -to  impress  upon  the  hearts  of  all  readers,  whatever 
may  lead  them  most  happily  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  hu- 
man life,  and  to  the  final  attainment  of  Heaven."  This 
admirable  poem  appears  to  have  been  written  in  1783  and 
1784,  but  underwent  many  careful  revisions.  The  public 
i^d  not  done  much  for  Cowper,  but  he  had  too  much  regard 
for  it  and  for  his  own  character,  to  obtrude  what  was  in- 
correct, or  might  be  made  better.  It  was  his  opinion,  ai^ 
opinion  of  great  weight  from  such  a  critic,  that  poetry,  in 
order  to  attain  excellence,  must  foe  indebted  to  labour; 
and  it  was  his  correspondent  practi<;e  to  revise  his  poems 
with  scrupulous  care  and  severity.  In  a  letter  to  his  friend 
Mr.  Bull,  on  this  poem,  be  says,  *^  I  find  it  severe  exer- 
^ise  to  n(ioul4  and  fushion  it  to  my  mind.'*     Muoh  of  it  wa^ 
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written  in  the  winter,  a  season  generally  unfavourable  to 
ibe  author's  health,  but  there  is  reason  to  think  that  the 
encouragement  and  attentions  of  his  amiable  and  judicious 
friends  animated  him  to  proceed,  and  that  the  regularity 
of  his  progress  was  favourable  to  his  health  and  spirits. 
Disorders,  like  his,  have  been  known  to  give  way  to  some 
specif  of  mental  labour,  if  volunurily  undertaken,  and 
pursded  with  steadinesa*  The  Task  61led  up  many  of  those 
leisure  hours,  for  which  rural  walks  and  employments 
would  have  amply  provided  at  a  more  favourable  season* 
It  may  be  added,  likewise,  that  no  man  appears  to  have 
bad  a  more  keen  relish  for  the  snugness  of  a  winter  fire- 
side, and  that,  free  from  ambition,  or  the  love  of  grand  and 
tumultuous  enjoyments,  his  heart  was  elated  with  gratitude 
for  those  humbler  comforts  which  a  mind  like  his  would  be 
apt  to  magnify  by  reflecting  on  the  misery  of  those  who 
want  them. 

In  November  1784,  the  **  Task*'  was  sent  to  the  press, 
add  he  began  the  ^  Tirocinium,''  the  purport  of  which, 
in  his  own  words,  was  *'  to  censure  the  want  of  discipline, 
and  the  scandalous  4nattention  to  morals,  that  obtain  in 
public  sfchools,  especially  in  the  largest ;  and  to  recom- 
mend private  tuition  as  a  mode  of  education  preferable  on 
all  accounts ;  to  call  upon  fathers  to  become  tutors  of  their 
own  sons,  where  that  is  practicable ;  to  take  hotne  a  do- 
mestic tutor,  where  it  is  not ;  and  if  neither  can  be  done, 
to  place  them  under  the  care  of  some  rural  clergyman 
whose  attention  is  limited  to  a  few." 

In  this  year,  when  he  was  beginning  bis  translation  of 
Homer,  the  quiet  and  even  tenour  of  his  life  was  disturbed 
by  the  necessity  he  felt  of  parting  with  lady  Austen.  A 
short  extract  from  Mr.  Hayley  will  give  this  matter  as  clear 
explanation  as  delicacy  can  permit :  '*  Delightful  and  ad- 
vantageous as  his  friendship  with  lady  Austen  had  proved, 
he  now  began  to  feel 'that  it  grew  impossible  to  preserve 
that  triple  cord,  which  his  own  pure  heart  had  led  him  jco 
suppose  not  speedily  to  be  broken.  Mrs.  Unwin,  though 
by  n(»  means  destitute  of  mental  accomplbhments,  was 
eclipsed  by  the  brilliancy  of  the  poet's  new  friend,  and 
naturally  became  uneasy,  under  the  apprehension  of  being 
io,  for  to  a  woman  of  sensibility,  what  evil  can  be  more 
afflicting,  than  the  fear  of  losing  all  mental  influence  over 
a  man  of  genius  and  virtue,  whom  she  has  long  been  ac- 
pU9tomed  to  inspirit. and  to  guide?    Cowper  perceived 
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the  pftinfal  necessity  of  sacrificing  a  great  portion  of  liis. 
present  gratifications.  He  f^t^  that  he  must  relinquish 
that  ancient  friend,  whom  he  regarded  as  a  venerable  pa- 
rent ;  or  the  new  associate,  whom  he  idoliaed  as  a  sister  of 
a  heart  and  mind  .peculiarly  congenial  to  his  own.  His 
gratitude  for  past  services,  of  unexampled  magnitude  and 
weight,  would  not  allow  him  to  hesitate :  with  a  resolution 
and  delicacy,'  that  do  the  highest  honour  to  his  feelings^ 
he  wrote  a  farewell  letter  to  lady  Austen,  explaining  and 
lamenting  the  circumstances  that  forced  him  to  renounce 
the  society  of  a  friend,  whose  enchanting  talents  and  kind** 
ness  had  proved  so  agreeably  instrumental  to  the  revival 
of  his  spirits  and  to  the  exercise  of  bis  fancy.  In  those 
▼ery  interesting  conferences  with  which  I  was  honoured 
by  lady  Austen,  I  was  irresistibly  led  to  express  ananxious 
desire  for  the  sight  of  a  letter  written  by  Cowper,  in  a 
•situation  that  must  have  called  forth  all  tlie  finest  powers 
of  his  eloquence  as  a  monitor  and  a  friend.  The  lady 
confirmed  me  in  my  opinion  that  a  more  admirable  letter 
could  not  be  written ;  and  had  it  existed  at  that  ttme^  I 
am  persuaded  from  her  noble  frankness  and  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  the  departed  poet,  she  would  have  given  me  a 
copy ;  but  she  ingenuously  confessed,  that  in  a  moment  of 
natural  mortification,  she  burnt  this  very  tender  yet  reso- 
lute letter.  Had  it  been  confided  to  my  care,  I  am  per- 
suaded I  should  have  thought  it  very  proper  for  publica- 
tion, as  it  displayed  both  the  tenderness  and  the  m^nani- 
mity  of  Cowper,  nor  could  I  have  deemed  it  a  want  of 
delicacy  towards  the  memory  of  lady  Austen,  to  exhibit  a 
proof,  that  animated  by  the  warmest  admiration  of  the 
great  poet,  whose  fancy  she  could  so  successfully  call 
.forth,  she  was  willing  to  devote  her  life  and  fortune  to  his 
service  and  protection.  The  sentiment  is  to  be  regarded 
as  honourable  to  the  lady;  it  is  still  more  honourable  to 
the  poet,  that  with  such  feelings  as  rendered  him  perfectly 
aensible  of  all  lady  Austen^s  fascinating  powers,,  he  coi^ld 
return  her  tenderness  with  innocent  gallantry,  and  yet  re* 
aolutely  preclude  himself  from  her  society  when  be  could 
no  longer  enjoy  it  without  appearing  deficient  in  gratitude 
towards  the  compassionate  and  generous  guardian  of  his 
aeqiiestered  life.  No  person  can  justly  blame  Mrs.  Unwin 
for  feeling  apprehensive  that  Cowper^s  intimacy  with  a 
iady  of  such  extraordinary  talents,  might  lead  him  into 
perplexities,  of  which  be  was  by  no  means  aware.    I'his 
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remark  was  saggeated  by  a  few  elegant  aad^teritor  v«w^ 
addressed  by  the  poet  to  lady  Austen^  and  sbam  ta  me  bj 
that  lady.  Thoaa  who  were  acquainted  with  the  iin<^ 
mispectiog  iniiocence,  and  -sportive  gaiety  of  Cowper, 
would  readily  allow,  if  they  had  seen  the  verses  to  whi(^ 
I  alitsde,  that  tbey  are  such  as  he  might  have  addressed  to 
a  real. sister;  but  a  lady  only  called  by  that  endearing 
.name,  may  be  easily  pardoued  if  she  was  induced  by  them 
to  hope,  that  they  might  possibly  be  a  prelude  to  a  stiU 
dearer  sJlianoe.  To  me  they  appeared  expressive  of  that 
peculiarity  in  his  character^  a  gay  and  tender  gallantry, 
perfectly  distinct  from  amorous  attaobment.  If  the  lady, 
who  was  the  subject  of  the  verses,  had  given  them  to  me 
with  a  permission  to  print  them,  I  should  have  thought  the 
poet  himself  might  have  approved  of  their  appearance,  ac- 
companied with  such  a  commentary.'' 

Notwithstanding  this  interruption  to  his  tranquillity,  for 
such  it  certainly  proved,  although  he  was  conscious  that 
he  bad  acted  the  part  which  wa^  most  honourable  to  him, 
be  proceeded'  with  the  **  Tirocinium,"  and  the  other 
pieces  which  composed  his  second  volume.  These  were 
published  iu  1785,  and  soon  engaged  the  attention  and 
admiration  of  the  public,  in  a  way  that  left  him  no  r^ret 
for  the  cool  reception  and  slow  progress  of  his  first  voluime* 
Its  success  also  obtained  for  him  another  female  friend  and 
associate,  lady  Hesketh,  his  cousin,  who  had  long  been 
separated  from  him.  Their  intercourse  was  first  revived 
by  a  correspondence,  of  which  Mr.  Hayley  has  published 
many  interesting  specimens,  and  says,  with  great  truths 
that  Cowper's  letters  ^'  are  rivals  to  his  poems  in  the  rare 
excellence  of  representing  life  and  nature  with  graceful 
and  endearing  fidelity."  In  explaining  the  nature  of  his 
situation  to  lady  Hesketh,  who  came  to  reside  at  Olney  in 
the  month  of  June  1786,  be  informs  her,  that  he  had  lived 
twenty  years  with  Mrs.  Unwin,  to  whose  affectionate  care 
it  was  owing  that  he  lived  at  all ;  but  that  for  thirteen  of 
those  years  he  had  been  in  a  state  of  mind  which  made  all 
her  case  and  attention  necessary.  He  informs  her  at  the 
same  time  that  dejection  of  spirits,  which  may  have 
prevented  many  a  man  from:  becoming  an  author,  made 
him  one.  He  found  employment  necessary,  and  there* 
fore  took  care  to  be  constantly  employed.  Manual  occu- 
pations do  not  engage  the  mind  sufficiently,  as  he  knew 
by  experience)    having  tried  many.      Bat  composition^ 
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especially  of  verse,  absorbs  it  wholly.  It  was  bis  practice, 
therefore^  to  write  generally  tliree  hours  in  a  mornitig,  and 
ill  an  evening  he  transcribed.  He  read  also,*^  but  less  than 
he  wrote,  for  bodily  exercise  was  necessary,  and  he  never 
passed  a  day  without  it.  All  this  shews  that  Cowper  un- 
derstood.his  own  case  most  exactly,  and  that  he  was  not 
one  of  those  noclancholi^s  who  are  said  to  give  way  to  their 
disord^LV'  No  man  could  have  discussed  the  subject  with 
more  perspicuity,  or  treated  himself  with  more  judgment, 
't'he  returns  of  bis  malady,  therefore,  appear  to  have  beeli 
wholly  unavoidable,  and  wholly  independent  of  his  em^ 
ployments,  whether  of  a  religious  or  literary  kind. 

In  October  1785,  he. had  reached  the  twentieth  book  of 
jiis  translation  of  Homer,  although  probably  no  part  was 
finished  as  he  could  have  wished.  His  stated  number  was 
forty  lines. each  day,  with  tr&nscription  and  revision.  His 
immediate  object  was  to  publish  the  Homer  by  subscrip- 
tion, in  order  to  add  something  to  his  income  which  ap- 
4>ears  to  bsve  been  always  scanty,  and  in  this  resolution  he 
persisted,  notwithstanding  offers  from  his  liberal  bookseller 
fax  more  advantageous  than  a  subscription  was  then  likely 
to  have  produced.  He  seems  to  have  felt  a  certain  degree 
of  pleasilre^  not  wholly  unmiaed^  in  watching  the  progrefls 
"of  his  subscription,  and  the  gradual  acoession  of  namen 
known  tO)the  learned  wotfld,  or  dear  to  himsolf  by  past  re- 
collections* i 

During  the  compositionof  this>  work,  he  at  first  declined 
what  he  had  done  before,  shewing  specimens  to  his  friends; 
and  OH  this  subject,  indeed,  his  opinion  seems  to  have  un*- 
dergone  a  complete  change  To  bis  friend  Mr.  Unwin, 
who  informed  him  that  a  gentleman  wanted  a  sample,  he 
says,  with  some  humour^  .^^  When  I  deal  in  wine,  cloth,  or 
cheese,  I  will  give  samples,  bttt/of  verse,  never.  No  con- 
sideration would  have  induced  tne  to  comply  with  the  geu" 
tleman's  demand,  unless  he  could  have  assured  me,  that 
his  wife  had  longed.^'  From  this  resolution  he  afterwards 
.  departed  in  a  variety  of  instances.  He  first  sent  a  speci- 
men,-, with  the  proposals,  to  his^  relation  general  Cowper; 
it  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  seven  lines,  taken  from 
the  interview  between  Priam  and  Achilles  in  the  last  book. 
This  specimen  fell  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Fuseli,  the  cele- 
brated painter,  whose  critical  knowledge  of  Homer  is  unir 
versally  acknowledged  ;  and  Cowper  likewise  agreed  that 
if  Mr.  Maty,  who  then  published  a  Review,  ivisfaed  to  se^ 
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a  book  of  Homer,  lie  should  be  welcome,  and  the  first  bo^ 
and  a  part  of  the  second  were  accordingly  sent  K  Mr. 
Fttseli  was  afterwards  permitted  to  revise  the  whole  of  the 
maonscript,  and  how  well  Cowper  was  satisfied  in  falling 
in  with  such  a  critic,  appears  (among  other  proofs  of  his 
high  esteem)  from  the  short  character  he  gives  of  him  in 
one  of*his  letters :  ^*  For  his  knowledge  of  Homer,  he  has, 
I  verily  believe,  no  fellow/*  Colman,  likewise,  his  old 
companion,  with  whom  be  had  renewed  an  epistolary  in« 
4imacy,  revised  some  parts  in  a  manner  which  afforded  the 
author  much  satisfaction,  and  he  appears  to  have  corrected 
the  sheets  for  the  press*  With  Maty  he  was  less  pleased^ 
as  his  criticisms  appeared  ^  unjust,  and  in  part  iliiberaL** 

While  thus  intent  on  his  Homer,  he  was  enabled,  by  the 
kindness  of  lady  Hesketb,  to  remove  in  November  17S6, 
from  Oloey  to  Weston,  about  two  miles  distant,  where  the 
bouse  provided  for  him  was  more  siequestered  and  commo- 
dious. Here  too  he  had  access  to  the  soqieqr  of  Mr. 
Throckmorton,  a  gentleman  of  fortune  in  that  oeigbbour- 
hood,  whose  fami^  had  for  some  time  studied  to  add  te 
his  comforts  in  a  manner  the  most  delicate  and  afGectignalCL 
It  is  indeed  not  easy  to  speak  of  the  conduct  of  Cowper** 
Iriends  in  terms  adequate  t#  their  merit,  their  kiodnesfl^ 
sensibility,  and  judgment.  Their  attentions  exceeded 
aiuch  of  what  we  read,  and  perhaps  all  that  W  commonly 
meet  with  under  the  name  of  friendship.  In  the  midst  oif 
these  fair  prospects,  however,  he  lost  his  steady  and  be- 
loved friend  Mr.  Unwin,  who  died  in  December  of  thia 
year. 

The  translation  of  Homer,  after  innumerable  interrupt 
tions,  was  sent  to  press  about  November  1790,  and  pub- 
lished on  the  first  of  July  1791,  in  two  qusrto  volumes,  tte 
Iliad  being  inscribed  to  earl  Gpwper,  his  young  kinsman, 
and  the  Odyssey  to  the  dowager  ladv  Spencer,  l^uch  Was 
its  success  with  the  subscribers  and  non-subscribers  that 
the  edition  was  neariy  out  of  print  in  less  than  six  months. 
Yet  after  all  the  libour  he  had  employed,  and  all  the 
anxiety  be  felt  for  this  work^  it  fell  so  short  of  the  expec- 
tation formed  by  the  public,  and  of  the  perfection  which 
he  hoped  be  had  attained,  that  instead  of  a  second  edition, 

*  There  is  some  confasion  i&  the  suscripl,  aod  the  severity  of  his  re- 
account  of  this  matter  in  Cowper's  Let-  ma^ks  is  insinuated  to  have  arisen 
ters.  It  would  i^ppear  that  a  specimen  'iiom  this  circumstance,  fiayleyls 
was  printed  hefoie  Maty  saw  this  ma*  Cowper^  vol.  II.  p.  3S^. 
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hfe  began,  at  no  long  distance  of  time,  what  miay  be  termed 
a  new  translation.  To  himself,  however,  his  first  attempt 
had  been  of  great  advantage,  nor  were  any  number  of  his 
years  spent  in  more  general  tranquillity,  than  the  five!  which 
be  had  dedicated  to  Homer:  One  of  the  greatest  benefits 
he  derived  from  his  attention  to  this  translation,  was  the  re- 
newed  conviction  that  labour  of  this  kind,  although  with  in«- 
termissions,  sometimes  of  relaxation,  and  sometimes  of  anxi- 
ety, was  necessary  to  his  healthy  and  happiness.  And  this 
.conviction  led  him  very  soon  to  accede  to  a  proposal  made  by 
bis  bookseller,  to  undertake  a  magnificent  edition  of  MiU 
ton's  poetical  works,  4he  beauties  of  which  had  engaged  his 
wonder  at  a  very  early  period  of  life.  These  he  was  now 
to  illustrate  by  notes,  original  and  selected,  and  to  trans^ 
late  the  Latin  and  Italian  poems,  while  Mr.  Fuseli  was  to 
paint  a  series  of  pictures  to  be  engraven  by  the  first  artists^ 
To  this  scheme,  when  yet  in  its  infancy,  the  public  is  in- 
debted for  the  friendship  which  Mr.  Hayley  contracted 
with  Cowper,  and  one  of  its  happiest  consequences,  such 
a  specimen  of  biography,  minute,  elegant,  and  highly  in- 
structive, as  can  seldom  be  expected. ' 

Mr.  Hayley  about  this  time  bad  written  a  life  of  Milton, 
to  accompany  the  splendid  edition  published  by  Messrs. 
Boydell ;  and  having  been  represented,  in  a  newspaper, 
as  the  rival  of  Cowper,  he  immediately  wrote  to  him  on 
the  subject.  Cowper  answered  him  in  such  a  manner  as 
drew  on  a  closer  correspondence,  which  soon  terminated 
in  mutual  esteem  and  cordial  friendship.  Personal  inter- 
views followed,  and  Mr.  JIayley  has  gratified  his  readers 
with  a  very  interesting  account  of  his  first  visit  to  Westoq^ 
and  of  the  return  by  Cowper  and  Mrs.  Unwin  at  his  seat 
at  Eartham,  in  Sussex,  in  a  style  peculiarly  affectionate. 
On  Gowper's  journey  to  Eartham,'  he  passed  through  Lon- 
don, but  without  stopping,  the  only  time  he  had  seen  it 
for  nearly  thirty  years,  thirty  such  years !  What  his  feel- 
ings were  on  this  occasion,  who  would  not  wish  to  be  in- 
formed ? 

The  edition  of  Milton  went  on  but  slowly.  A  revisal  of 
•Homer  presented  itself  in  the  mean  time,  as  a  more  urgent 
as  well  as  pleasing  undertaking,  and  from  1792  we  find 
our  author  employed  in  correcting,  re-writing,  and  adding 
•notes.  In  17.93  he  appears  to  have  been  solely  bccujned 
in  these  labours, .  and  wished  »to  engage  Mr.  Hayley  with 
Jiim  in  a  regular  and  complete  revisal  of  <liis  Hom«r;     Mn 
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Havley»  with  every  inclination  for  an  office  so  agreeablei 
and  a  partnership  so  honourable,  still  imagined  that  at  this 
time  be  might  render  more  essential  service  to  the  poet  by 
an  application  to  his  more  powerful  friends.  This  delicate 
office  was  undertaken  in  consequence  of  what  he  had  ob- 
served in  Cowper  on  a  late  visit  to  Weston.  **  He  pos- 
sessed completely  at  this  period,''  says  his  biographer, 
«  all  the  admirable  faculties  of  his  mind,  and  all  the  native 
tenderness  of  his  heart ;  but  there  was  something  iude«- 
icribable  in  bis  appearance,  which  led  me  to  apprehend^ 
that  without  some  signal  event  in  his  favour,  to  re-animate 
bis  spirits,  they  would  gradually  sink  into  hopeless  de- 
jection. The  state  of  his  aged  and  infirm  companion 
(Mrs.  Unwin)  afforded  additional  ground  for  increasing 
solicitude.  Her  cheerful  and  beneficent  spirit  could 
hardly  resist  her  own  accumulated  maladies,  so  far  as  to 
preserve  ability  sufficient  to  watch  over  the  tender  health 
of  him,  whom  she  had  watched  and  guarded  so  long.  Im^ 
becility  of  body  and  mind  must  gradually  render  this 
tender  and  heroic  woman  unfit  for  the  charge  which  she 
'had  so  laudably  sustained.  The  signs  of  such  imbecility 
were  beginning  to  be  painfully  visible;  nor  can  nature 
present  a  spectacle  more  truly  pitiable  than  imbecility  in 
such  a  shape,  eagerly  grasping  for  dominion,  which  it 
knows  neither  how  to  retain,  nor  how  to  relinquish." 
'  For  some  time,  however,  the  fears  of  Mr.  Cowper's  af^ 
fectionate  friend  appeared  to  be  groundless.  His  cor^ 
respondence  after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Hay  ley,  in  No- 
vember, 1793,  bespoke  a  mind  considerably  at  ease,  and 
even  cheerful  and  active.  From  various  circumstance^ 
the  scheme  of  publishing  an  edition  of  Milton  appears  to 
have  been  totally  relinquished,  and  as  his  enthusiasm  for 
this  undertaking  had  abated,  he  expresses  considerable 
satisfaction  that  he  could  devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to 
the  improvement  of  bis  translation  of  Homer.  A  new 
scheme,  more  suitable  to  bis  original  talents,  had  been 
suggested  in  1791,  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Buchanan,  curate  of 
Savenstone,  a  man  of  worth  and  genius.  This  was  a  poem 
to  be  entitled  "  The  Four  Ages,  or  the  four  distinct  pe- 
riods, of  Infi&ncy,  Youth,  Manhood,  and  Old  Age."  For 
some  time  our  poet  meditated  with  great  satisfaction  oa 
this  design,  and  probably  revolved  many  of  the  subordi* 
nate  subjects  in  his  mind.  It  seems  to  have  been  partis 
cularly  calcjilated  for  his  powers  of  lefiectioo^  hia  know* 
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ledge  of  the  human  heart,  and  his  eicqui«ite  talent  for. 
depicting  life  and  manners ;  and  it  was  intended  likewise 
to  unite  the  fascinations  of  the  graphic  art.  Mr.  Hayley 
has  published  a  fragment  of  this  work,  imperfect  as  the 
author  left  it,  but  more  than  enough  to  make  us  regret  that 
his  situation  and  the  situation  of  his  aged  companion  sooii 
forbade  ail  hopes  of  its  being  executed  *. 

In  January  1794,  be  informed  his  friend  Mr.  Rosef  that 
he  had  just  ability  enough  to  transcribe,  and  that  he  wmte 
at  that  moment  under  the  pressure  of  sadness  not  to  be  de* 
scribed.  In  the  expressive  language  of  his  biographer^ 
^  his  health,  his  comfort,  and  his  little  fortune,  were  pe*^ 
rishing  most  deplorably.^'  Mrs.  Unwin  had  passed  into  a 
state  of  second  childhood,  and  something  seemed  wanting 
to  cheer  the  mind  of  Cowper,  if  possible,  against  the 
prospect  of  decaying  comforts  and  competence.  Applica* 
lion  was  accordingly  made  to  those  who  had  it  in  their 
power  to  procure  what  so  much  merit  must  have  dignified^ 
a  pension ;  biit  many  months  elapsed  before  effectual  at- 
tention could  be  obtained.  What  power  refused,  however^ 
was  in  some  degree  performed  by  friendship ;  lady  Hes- 
fceth,  with  her  aqcustotned  beneyolence  of  character,  and 
with  an  affection  of  which  the  instances  are  very  rare,  re*^ 
moved  to  Weston,  and  became  the  tender  nilrse  of  the  two 
drooping  invalids,  of  Mrs.  Unwin,  who  was  declining  by 
years  and  infirmities,  and  of  Cowper,  Vho,  in  April  17.94^ 
had  relapsed  into  his  worst  state  of  mental  inquietude. 

At  this  time,  in  consequence  of  a  humane  and  judicioui 
letter  from  the  rev.  Mr.  Greathead,  oT  Newport-Pagnel^ 
Mr.  Hayley  paid  a  visit  to  this  house  of  mourning,  but 
found  lus  poor  friend  ^^  too  much  overwhelmed  by  his  op-^ 
pressive  malady  to  show  even  the  least  glimmering  of 
satisfaction  at  the  appearance  of  a  guest,  whom  be  ii9ed 


*  Mr.  Hayley  mentions  two  modem 
poems  on  the  Pour  Ages  of  Man,  tbe 
one  by  M.  Werthmuller,  a  citizen  of 
Zttricby  and  anoUier  by  M.  Zacharie, 
professor  of  poetry  at  Brunswick.  To 
these  may  be  added  a  third,  by  the 
rev.  Dr.  Jobs  OgWwhi,  entitled  "  Hu- 
man Lifc,*>pubU«lied,  without  hi»  name, 
in  1S06. 

f  Another  of  those  friends  whom 
Providence  raised  9p  to  reconcile  Cow- 
per with  the  world,  which  has  since  had 
to  lament  his  loss.     Mr.  Hayley  has 


fiyen  a  very  interestiqg  account  of  thif 
amiable  young  man,  who  promised  to 
be  an  ornament  to  his  profession,  and 
to  the  republic  ef  letters.  He  was  ho- 
noured with  Cowper'^  esteem  and  coa- 
£dence  for  some  years.  After  this,  it 
is  poor  praise  to  add  that  the  preset^ 
writer  iiever  knew  a  man  more  justly 
endeared  to  a  numerous  circle  of 
friends,  by  the  most  valuable  qualities 
ef  bead  or  heart,  or  one  among  the 
many,  whom  he  has  survivedi  th^tbf 
more  firequently  misses. 
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to  receive  with  the  most  lively  expressions  of  affectionate 
delight.'*  In  this  deplorable  state  he  continued  during 
Mr.  Hayley's  visit  of  some  weeks,  and  the  only  eircura-* 
stance  which  contributed  in  any  degree  to  cheer  the  hearts 
of  the  friends  who  were  now  watching  over  him,  was  the 
intelligence  that  his  majesty  had  be<^a  pleased  to  confer 
upon  him  such  a  pension  as  would  insure  an  honourable 
competence  for  his  life.  Earl  Spencer  was  the  immediate 
agent  in  procuring  this  favour,  and  it  would  no  doubt  have 
added..to  its  value,  had  the  object  of  it  known  that  he  was 
indebted  to  one,  who  of  all  his  noble  friends,  stood  the 
highest  in  his  esteem.  But  he  was  now,  and  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  unhappy  life,  beyond  the  power  of  knowing 
or  acknowledging  the  benevolence  in  which  his  heart  de- 
lighted. Mr.  Hay  ley  left  him  for  the  last  time  in  the 
spring  of  1794,  and  from  that  period  till  the  latter  end  of 
July  1795,  Cowper  remained  in  a  state  of  the  deepest 
melancholy. 

His  removal  from  Weston  now  appeared  to  his  friends  a 
necessary  experiment,  to  try  what  change  of  air  and  of 
objects  might  produce ;  and  his  young  kinsman,  the  rev: 
Mr.  Johnson,  undertook  to  convey  him  and  Mrs.  Unwin  from 
that  place  to  North  Tuddenham,  in  Norfolk,  where  they 
arrived  in  the  beginuing  of  August  1795,  and  resided  till 
.  the  1 9th.  Of  Cowper's  state  during  this  time,  all  that  we 
are  told  is,  th%t  he  exhibited  some  regret,  on  leaving 
Weston,  and  some  composure  of  mind  during  a  conversa- 
tion of  which  the  poet  Thomson  was  the  subject.  He  was 
able  also  to  bear  considerable  exercise,  and  on  one  occa- 
sion walked  with  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  neighbouring  village 
of  Mattisball,  on  a  visit  to  his  cousin  Mrs.  Bodham.  On 
surveying  his  own  portrait,  by  Abbot,  in  the  house  of  that 
I^dy,  he  clasped  his  hands  in  a  paroxysm  of  pain,  and  ut- 
tered a  vehement  wish,  that  his  present  sensations  might 
1)0  such  as  they  were  when  that  picture  was  painted. 

After  this  short  residence  at  Tuddenham,  Mr.  Johnson 
conducted  bis  two  invalids  to  Mundsley,  a  village  on  the 
Norfolk  coast,  where  they  continued  till  October,  but 
without  deriving  any  apparent  benefit  from  the  sea-air. 
Some  calm  recollection  of  past  scenes,  however,  returned, 
enough  to  prompt  him  to  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Buchanan, 
inquiring  after  matters  at  Weston.  But  this  was  almost 
the  last  of  his  correspondence.  In  October,  Mr.  Johnson 
removed  him  and  Mrs.  Unwin  to.  Dereham,    which  they 
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left  in  November  for  Dunham  Lodge,  a  house  situated  oh 
high  ground,  in  a  park  about  four  miles  from  Swaffam. 
.  Here  his  affectionate  kinsman  endeavoured  by  various 
means  to  rouse  in  him  an  attention  to  literary  or  common 
subjects,  such  as  might  prevent  his  mind  from  preying  on 
itself,  and  on  some  occasions  appears  to  have  succeeded 
in  a  small  degree  ;  but  the  recurrence  of  fixed  melancholy 
was  so  frequent  as  to  destroy  the  transient  hopes  which 
these  promising  appearances  excited.  In  the  following 
year,  change  of  scene  was  again  adopted,  and  not  without 
such  effect  as  justified  the  measure,  even  when  all  prospect 
of  permanent  advantage  had  vanished.  In  December  1796, 
death  removed  Mrs.  Unwin  by  a  change  as  tranquil  as  her 
decayed  body  and  mind  promised.  Cowper,  about  an 
hour  after  her  departure,  looked  at  the  corpse,  but  started 
suddenly  away,  with  a  broken  sentence  of  passionate  sor- 
row, 'and  spoke  of  her  no  more.  He  was  now  in  that  state^ 
and  at  that  age,  when  grief  is  neither  exasperated  by  me* 
mory,  nor  relieved  by  consolation  ;  and  was  mercifully 
relieved  from  feelings  which  neither  religion  nor  reason 
could  any  longer  regulate. 

His  subsequent  intervals  of  bodily  health,  few  as  they 
were,  appear  to  have  been  attended  with^  some  return  of 
attention  to  his  favourite  pursuits^  His  anxious  and  tender 
friend,  PJr.  Johnson,  embraced  such  opportunities  to  lead 
bim  to  take  delight  in  the  revision  of  his  Homer,  and  from 
September  1797  to  March  1799,  he  completed  by  snatches 
the  revisal  of  the  Odyssey.  Of  the  returns  of  his  disorder, 
be  appears  to  have  been  sensible,  and  could  describe  it  on 
its  commencement,  and  before  it  totally  overpowered  his 
faculties.  In  a  letter  to  lady  Hesketh,.  dated  Oct.  13, 
1798,  which  Mr.  Hayley  has  preserved,  he  describes  him- 
self as  one  to  whom  nature  ^^  in  one  day,  in  one  minute, 
became  an  universal  blank,"  On  this,  his  biographer  no- 
tices the  opinion,  of  some  of  his  friends,  that  his  disorder 
'^  arose  from  a  scorbutic  habit,  which,  when  perspiration 
was  obstructed,  occasioned  an  unsearchable  obstruction  in 
the  fine  parts  of  his  frame.-'. 

At  intervals  he  still  wrote  a  few  original  verses,  of  vvhich 
**  The  Cast-away,"  his  too  favourite  subject,  was  the  last 
that  came  from  bis  pen,  but  he  amused  himself  occasionally 
with  translations  from  Latin  and  Greek  epigrams.  His  last 
effort  of  the  literary  kind,  was  an  improved  version  of  a 
passage  in  Homer^  which  he  wrote  at  Mr.  Hayley's  sug« 
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gattiony  tnd  which  that  gentleman  received  oa  the  3 1st 
of  January)  1800.  In  the  following  month  he  exhi« 
bited  all  the  symptoms  of  dropsy,  which  soon  made  a 
fapid  progrress.  On  April  25,  about  five  in  the  afternoon, 
1m  expired  so  quietly  that  not  one  of  his  friends  who  were 
present  perceived  his  departure^  but  from  the  awful  still* 
tiess  which  succeeded. 

On  Saturday,  May  3,  he  was  buried  in  St.  Edmund's 
chapel  in  Dereham  church,  where  lady  Hesketh  caused  a 
marble  tablet  to  be  ejected,  with  an  elegant  inscription  by 
Mr.  Hayley. 

That  such  a  man  should  have  been  doomed  to  endure  a 
life  of  mental  distraction,  relieved  by  few  intervals,  will 
probably  ever  be  the  subject  of  wonder ;  but  that  wonder 
will  not  be  removed  by  curious  inquiries  into  the  state  oi 
Cowper's  mind,  as  displaying  circumstances  that  have 
never  occurred  before.  Awful  as  his  case  was,  and  roost 
deq;>ly  as  it  ever  must  be  deplored,  there  was  nothing  rfn* 
gular  in  the  dupensation,  unless  that  it  befell  one  of  more 
than  common  powers  of  genius,  and  consequently  excited 
more  general  sympathy.  Mr.  Hayley,  who  has  often  en- 
deavoured to  reason  on  the  subject,  seems  to  resolve  it  at 
last  into  a  bodily  disorder,  a  sort  of  scorbutic  affection, 
which,  when  repelled,  brought  on  derangement  of  more  or 
less  duration*  It  appears  to  the  present  writer,  from  a 
icareful  perusal  of  that  instructive  piece  of  biography,  that 
Cow|ier  from  his  infancy  had  a  tendency  to  errations  of 
mind ;  and  without  admitting  this  fact  in  som^  degree,  it 
must  seem  extremely  improbable  that  the  mere  dread  of 
appearing  as  a  reader  in  the  house  of  lords  should  have 
brought  on  his  first  settled  fit  of  lunacy.  Much,  indeed, 
has  been  said  of  his  uncommon  shyness  and  diffidence,  and 
more,  perhaps,  than  the  history  of  his  early  life  will  jus- 
tify. Shjmess  and  diffidence  are  common  to  all  young 
persons  who  have  not  been  early  introduced  into  company; 
and  Cowper,  who  had  not,  perhaps,  that  advantage  at 
home,  might  have  continued  to  be  shy  when  other  boys  are 
forward.  But  had  his  mind  been,  even  in  this  early  pe- 
riod, in  a  healthful  state,  he  must  have  gradually  assumed 
the  free  manners  of  an  ingenuous  yoiith,  conscious  of  no  un» 
usual  imperfection  that  should  keep  him  back.  At  school, 
we  are  told,  he  was  trampled  upon  by  ruder  boys,  who 
took  advantage  of  hiij  weakness,  yet  we  find  that  he  mixed 
in  their  amusements,  which  must  in  some  degree  have 
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advanced  him  on  a  level  with  them ;  and  what  is  yet  inore 
extraordinary,  we  find  him  for  some  year»  associating  with 
men  of  more  gaiety  than  pure  morahty  admits,  and  sporting 
with  the  uttnost  vivacity  and  wildness  with  Tbnrlow  and 
others,  when  it  was  natural  to  expect  that  he  would  haVd 
been  glad  to  court  solitude  for  the  purposes  of  study,  aa 
well  as  for  the  indulgence  of  his  habitual  shyness,  if  in^ 
deed  at  this  period  it  was  so  habitual  as  we  are  taught  to 
believe. 

Although,  therefore,  it  be  inconsistent  with  the  com-* 
mon  theories  of  mania,  to  ascribe  his  first  attack  to  hm 
aversion  to  the  situation  which  was  provided  for  him,  or 
to  the  operation  of  delicacy  or  sensibility  on  a  healthy 
mind,  it  is  certain  that  at  that  time,  and  when,  by  his 
own  acconnt,  he  was  an  entire  stranger  to  the  religious 
system  which  he  afterwards  adopted,  he  was  visited  by  the 
first  attack  of  his  disorder,  which  was  so  violent,  and  of 
such  a  length,  as  to  put  an  end  to  all  prospect  of  advance* 
ment  in  his  profession.  It  is  particularly  incumbent  on  all 
who  venerate  the  sound  and  amiable  mind  of  Cowper,  the 
clearness  of  his  understanding,  and  his  powers  of  reason* 
ing,  to  notice  the  date  and  circumstances  of  this  fir^l 
attack,  because  it  has  been  the  practice  with  superficial 
observers,  and  professed  infidels,  who  are  now  running 
down  all  the  important  doctrines  of  revealed  religion^ 
under  the  name  of  methodism,  to  ascribe  Cowper's  taa^ 
lady  to  his  religious  principles,  and  his  religious  principles 
to  the  company  he  kept.  But,  important  as  it  may  be  to 
repel  insinuations  of  this  kind,  it  is  become  less  necessary 
since  the  publication  of  j^r.  Hayley's  life,  which  affords 
the  most  complete  vindication  of  Mr.  Cowpef  s  friends^ 
and  decidedly  proves  that  his  religious  system  was  no  more 
connected  with  his  malady  than  with  his  literary  pursuits ; 
that  his  malady  continued  to  return  without  any  impulse 
from  either,  and  that  no  means  of  the  most  judicious  kind 
were  omitted  by  himself  or  his  friends  to  have  prevented 
the  attack,  if  human  means  could  have  availed.  With  re^ 
spect  to  his  friends,  there  can  be  nothing  conceived  more 
consolatory  to  him  who  wishes  to  cherish  a  good  opinion  of 
mankind,  than  to  contemplate  Cowper  in  the  midst  of  bis 
friends,  men  and  women  exquisitely  tender,  kind,  and  dis« 
interested,  animated  by  the  most  pure  benevolence  to* 
wards  the  helpless  and  interesting  sufferer,  enduring  cheer* 
folly  every  species  of  fatigue  and  privation^  to  administer 
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the  least  comfort  to  him,  and  sensible  of  no  gratificadoit 
but  what  arose  from  their  success  in  prolonging  and  glacf« 
dening  the  life  on  which  they  set  so  high  a  value. 

To  add  much  to  this  sketch  respecting  the  merit  of 
Cowper  as  a  poet,  would  be  superfluous.  After  passing 
through  the  many  trials  which  criticisQi  has  instituted,  be 
remains,  by  universal  acknowledgment,  one  of  the  first 
poets  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Even  without  awaiting 
the  issue  of  such  trials,  he  attained  a  degree  of  popularity 
which  is  almost  without  a  precedent,  while  the  species  of 
popularity  which  he  has  acquired  is  yet  more  honourable 
^an  the  extent  of  it.  No  man's  works  ever  a4>peared  with 
less  of  artificial  preparation  ;  no  venal  heralds  proclaimed 
the  approach  of  a  new  poet,  nor  told  the  world  what  it  was 
to  admire.  He  emerged  from  obscurity,  the  object  of  no 
patronage,  and  the  adherent  of  no  party.  His  fame,  great 
and  extensive  as  it  is,  arose  from  gradual  conviction,  and 
gratitude  for  pleasure  received.  The  genius,  the  scholar, 
the  critic,  the  man  of  the  world,  and  the  man  of  piety, 
each  found  in  Cowper's  works  something  to  excite  their 
surprize  and  their  admiration,  something  congenial  with 
their  habits  and  feelings,  something  which  taste  readily 
selected,  and  judgment  decidedly  confirmed.  Covicper  was 
found  to  possess  that  combination  of  energies  which  marks 
the  comprehensive  mind  of  a  great  and  inventive^genius, 
and  to  furnish  examples  of  the  sublime,  the  pathetic,  the 
descriptive,  the  moral,  and  the  satirical,  so  numerous, 
that  nothing  seemed  beyond  his  grasp,  and  so  original,  that 
nothing  reminds  us  of  any  former  poet. 

If  this  praise  be  admitted,  it  will  be  needless  to  inquire 
in  what  peculiar  charms  Cowper's  poems  consist,  or  why 
lie,  above  all  poets  of  recent  times,  has  become  the  uni*^ 
yersal  favourite  of  his  nation.  Yet,  as  he  appears  to  have 
been  formed  not  only  to  be  an  ornament,  but  a  model  to 
his  brethren,  it  may  not  be  useless  to  remind  them,  that 
in  him  the  virtues  of  the  man,  and  the  genius  of  the  poet, 
-were  inseparable ;  that  in  every  thing  he  respected  the 
highest  interests  of  human  kind,  the  promotion  of  religion, 
morality,  and  benevolence,  and  that  while  he  enchants 
the  imagination  by  the  decorations  of  genuine  poetry,  and 
even  condescends  to  trifle  with  innocent  gaiety,  his  serious 
purposes  are  all  of  the  nobler  kind.  He  secures  the  judg-t 
inent  by  depth  of  reflection  oti  morals  and  manners ;  and 
l>y  ft  vi^ou^r  of  sentiment^  and  a  kuovirledge  of  human  na** 
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tare,  such  as  every  man's  taste  and  every  man^s  experience 
njust  confirm.  In  description,  whether  of  objects  of  na- 
ture, or  of  artificial  society,  he  has  few  equals,  and  whe- 
ther he  passes  from  description  to  reasoning,  or  illustrates 
the  one  by  the  other,  be  has  found  the  happy  art  of  ad- 
ministering to  the  pleasures  of  the  senses  and  those  of  the 
intellect  with  equal  success.  But  what  adds  a  peculiar 
charm  to  Cowper,  is,  that  his  language  is  every  where  the 
language  of  the  heart.  The  patlobettc,  in  which  he  excels, 
is  exclusively  consecrated .  to  subjects  worthy  of  it.  He 
obtrudes  none  of  those  assumed  feelings  by  which  some 
have  obtained'  th^  character  of  moral,  tender,  and  sympa- 
thetic, who  in  private  life  are  known  to  be  gross,  selfish,  and 
unfeeling..  In  Cowper  we  have  every  where  the  happiness 
to  contemplate  not  only  the  most  favourite  of  poets,  but 
the  best  of  men.  ^ 

COWPER  (William),  a  celebrated  surgeon  and  anato- 
mist, the  youngest  son  of  Richard  Cowper  of  Hampshire, 
esq.  was  born  in  1666,  probably  at  Bishop^s  Sutton,  near 
Alresford  in  that  county,  where  he  lies  interred.  After  a 
medical  education,  he  practised  in  London,  where  his  first 
work,  ^^  Myotomia  reformaca,  or .  a,  new  administration  of 
all  the  Muscles  of  the  Human  Body,^'  was  published  in 
1694,  8vo,  and  reprinted  in  a  splendid  folio,  by  Dr,  Mead 
in  1724,  several  years  after  the  death  of  the  author,  with 
.an  introductory  discourse  on  muscular  motion,  and  some 
additions;  but  the  figures,  although  elegant,  are  said  to 
be  somewhat  deficient  in  correctness.  In  i6i^7,  tlie  author 
published  at  Oxford,  in  folio,  ^'The  Anatomy  of  Human 
Bodies,''  many  of  the  plates  of  which  were  purchased  by 
some  London  booksellers  in  Holland,  and  belonged  to 
Bidloo*s  anatomy.  The  dispute  which  this  occasioned,  we 
have  already  noticed  (see  BiOLOo),  and  niay  now  add  that 
it  terminated  very  little  to  Cowper's  credit.  Bidloo  com*- 
plained  of  the  theft  to  the  royal  society,  and  wrote  a  very 
severe  pamphlet,  entitled  ^^  Gul.  Cowperus  citatus  coram 
tribunali."  Cowper,  instead  of  aq^nowledging  the  impro- 
priety of  his  conduct,  published  a  virulent  pamphlet,  en- 
titled '^  Vindiciae  ;*'  in  which  he  endeavours  to  shew  that 
they  were  not  really  Bidioo*s  figures,  but  had  been  en- 
j;raved  by  Swammerdam,  and  purchased  by  Bidloo  from 
jSw^mmerdam's  widow,    a  malicious  charge  which  some 
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rabseqoent  writers  have  been  malevolent  enough  to  propa- 
gate and  defend.  Cowper  baa  the  merit  of  giving  a  descrip- 
tion  of  some  glands,  seated  near  the  necic  of  the  bladder,, 
which  have  obtained  the  name  of  Cowper*s  mucous  glands. 
He  was  also  author  of  several  communications  to  the  royal 
society,  on  the  subjects  of  anatomy  and  surgery,  which 
are  printed  in  their  Transactions,  and  of  some  observations 
inserted  in  the  ^'  Anthropologia"  of  Drake.  He  is  said  to 
have  ruined  his  constitution  by  severe  labour  and  watch- 
ings,  and  was  seized  at  first  with  an  asthmatic  complaint^ 
and  afterwards  with  the  dropsy,  of  which  he  died  March  S, 
1709.* 

COWPER  (William),  M.  D.  and  F.  8.  A.  prai^ised 
physic  many  years  at  Chester  with  great  reputation.  He 
published  (without  his  name),  1.  ^*  A  Summary  of  the  Life 
of  St:  Werburgh,  with  a  historical  account  of  the  images 
upon  her  shrine  (now  the  episcopal  throne)  in  the  choir 
of  Chester.  Collected  from  ancient  chronicles  and  old 
writers.  By  a  citizen ;  of  Chester.  Published  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  Charity-school,  Chester/'  1749,  4to;  but  by  this 
work,  which  he  is  said  to  have  stolen  from  the  MSS.  of  Mr. 
Stone,  a  great  collector  of  antiquities  respecting  that 
church,  be  gained  very  little  reputation.  He  was  also 
author  of  ''  II  Penseroso :  an  evening's  contemplation  in 
St.  John's  churchyard,  Chester.  A  rhapsody,  written  more 
than  twenty  years  ago ;  and  now  (first)  published,  illus^ 
trated  with  notes  historical  and  explanatory,"  London, 
1767,  4to,  (addressed,  under  the  name  of  M.  Meanwell,  to 
the  rev.  John  Allen,  M.  A.  senior  fellow  of  Trinity  college, 
Cambridge,  and  rector  of  Torporley  in  Cheshire) ;  in  which 
he  takes  a  view  of  some  of  the  most  remarkable  places 
around  it,  distinguished  by  memorable  personages  and 
events.  He  died  Oct.  20,  1767,  while  he  was  preparing  a 
memorial  of  his  native  city.  He  had  also  made  collections- 
for  the  county,  which  were  left  in  the  hands  of  hi$  brother, 
an  attorney  near  Chester,  but  consist  of  little  more  than 
transcripts  from  printed  books  and  minute  modern  trans* 
actions,  interweaving,  with  the  history  of  the  county  and 
city,  a  great  mass  of  other  general  history.' 

COX,  or  COCKES  (Leonard),  a  learned  writer  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  was  the  second  son  of  Laurence  Cor, 

y  Thomson's  History  of  Uie  Royal  Society  .-—Epitaph  at  Bishop's  Sutton*-- > 
Jtees's  Cyclopaedia, 
s  Qou|ph's  Topography,--*Nichols*8  Bowy«r. 
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son  of  John  Cdx,  of  the  city  of  Monmonth.  ,  His  mother's 

name  was  Elizabeth  Willey.     He  was  educated  at  Cam-- 

bridge^  where  he  took  his  bachelor^s  degree  in  ai^ts,  but  at 

what  college  is  not  known.     In  1528  he  went  to  Oxford, 

and  was  incorporated  in  the  same  degree  in  February  1529. 

He  supplicated  also  for  the  degree  of  M.  A.  but  it  does  not 

appear  that  he  was  admitted  to  ic    About  this  time  he 

became  master  of  Reading  school ;  and  was  living  there,  in 

great  esteem,  at  the  time  when  Fryth,  the  martyr,  was  first 

persecuted  by  being  set  in  the  stocks.     Cox,  who  soon 

discovered  hi^  merit  by  his<^onversation,  relieved  bis  wants, 

and  out  of  regard  to  bis  learning,  procured  his  release* 

In  1532  he  published  *^Tbe  art  or  craft  of  Rhetoryke,^^ 

inscribed  to  Hugh  Farington,  abbot  of  Reading,  in  which 

he  divides  his  subject  into  four  parts,  invention,  judgment, 

disposition,  and  eloquence  in  speaking;  but  the  present 

treatise  is  confined  to  the  first.    In   1540  he  published 

^'  Commentaries  on  William  Lilly's  construction  of  the 

eight  parts  of  speech,'^  which  are  mentioned  in  Dr.  Ward*s 

edition  of  Lilly's  grammar;  and,  according  to  Wood,  he 

translated  from  Greek  into  Latin,  <*  Marcus  Eremita  de 

lege  et  spiritu ;"  and  from  Latin  into  English,  *^  The  para* 

phrase  of  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  Titus,"  by  Erasmus,  with 

whom  he  was  well  acquainted.     These,  Wood  says,  were 

published  in  1540,  but  by  a  MS  note  of  Mr.  Baker,  we 

are  told,  that  the  paraphrase  of  Erasmus  was  published  in 

1549,  at  which  time,  the  author  says,   ^*  he  was  then  in 

hand"  with  Eremita,  who  had  written  '^  on  the  law  and 

the  spirit,"  and  '<  of  them  that  thynke  to  be  jiistyfyed  by 

their  works." 

In  1541,  Henry  VIII.  granted  him,  by  patent,  the  office 
of  master  of  the  grammar-school  of  Reading,  with  a  cer* 
tain  tenement  called  ^^  a  scole-house,"  with  a  stipend  of 
ten  pounds,  issuing  out  of  the  manor  of  Cholsey,  belong-r 
ing  to  the  late  dissolved  monastery  of  Reading.  A  few 
years  after  he  had  obtained  this  patent,  which  he  sLppears 
to  have  had  the  power  of  assigning  during  his  life,  he 
quitted  Reading,  and  travelled  over  great  part  of  the  con^ 
tinent,  teaching  the  learned  languages.  Leiand,  in  some 
Latin  verses,  among  his  '^  Encomia,"  addressed  to  Cox, 
speaks  of  his  visiting  the  universities  of  Prague,  Paris,  and 
Cracow,  and  that  he  was  known  to  Melancthon,  who  wais 
Greek  professor  at  Wittemberg.  In  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  he  kept  a  school  at  Cjier-leon,  and  is  said  to  have  sur* 
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vived  until  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  Bale  says  that  he  was 
instructed  in  all  the  liberal  arts,  that  he  was  a  grammariany 
a  rhetorician^  and  a  poet ;  a  seund  diviney  and  a  diligent 
preacher  of  God's  word.  It  is  needless  after  this  to  add 
that  he  was  of  the  reformed  religion.  In  £dward  Vlth's 
time,  he  was  one  of  the  licensed  preachers.  ^ 

COX  (Richard),  a  learned  English  bishop,  was  born 
at  Whaddon  in  Buckinghamshire,  of  mean  parenU^e,  in 
the  year  1499.  He  had  probably  his  first  education  in  the 
small  priory  of  Snelshall,  in  the  parish  of  Whaddon ;  but 
being  afterwards  sent  to  Eton-school,  he  was  elected  into 
a  scholarship  at  King's  college  in  Cambridge,  of  which  he 
became  fellow  in  the  year  1519.  Having  the  same  year 
taken  his  bachelor  of  arts  degree,  and  being  eutinent  for 
his  piety  and  learning,  he  w^s  invited  to  Oxford  by  car-* 
dinal  Wolsey,  to  fill  up  his  new  foundation.  .  (le  was  ac- 
cordingly preferred  to  be  one  of  the  junior  canons,  of  Car- 
dinal college;  and  on  the  7th. of  December,  1525,  was 
incorporated  bachelor  of  arts  at  Oxford,  as  he  stood  at 
.Cambridge.  Soon  after,  having  performed  his  exercises, 
he  took  the  degree  of  M.  A.  July  2,  1526,  and  at  this  time 
was  reputed  one  of  the  greatest  scholars  of  his  age ;  and 
even  his  poetical  compositions  were  in  great  esteem.  His 
piety  and  virtue  were  not  inferior  to  his  learning,  and 
commanded  the  respect  of  all  impartial  persons.  But 
shewing  himself  averse  to  many  of  the  popish  superstitions, 
and  declaring  freely  for  some  of  Luther's  opinions,  he  in- 
curred the  displeasure  of  his  superiors,  who  stripped  him 
of  his  preferment,  and  threw  him  into  prison  on  suspicion 
of  heresy.  When  he  was  released  from  his  confinement, 
he  left  Oxford ;  and,  some  time  after,  was  chosen  master 
of  Eton-school,  which  flourished  under  bis  care.  In  1537, 
he  commenced  doctor  in  divinity  at  Cambridge,  and  De- 
cember 4,  1540,  was  made  archdeacon  of  Ely;  as  he  was 
also  appointed  in  1541,  the  first  prebendary  in  the  first 
stall  of  the  same  cathedral,  upon  its  being  new  founded  by 
hing  Henry  VIII.  September  10,  1541.  He  was  likewise, 
June  3,  1 542,  presented  by  the  same  king  to  the  prebend 
of  Sutton  with  Buckingham  in  the  church  of  Lincoln,  and 
installed  the  11th  of  that  month,  but  this  he  surrendered 
up  in  1547.     In  the  year  1543,  he  supplicated  the  univer- 

»  Ath.  Ox.  vo'.  I  — Coates's   Hist,  of  Reading.— Wartou's  Hist  of  PocUry, 
vol.  II.  446j  111.  331.— Jortln's  Lift  of  Erasmus. 
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sity  of  Oxford,'  that  he  might  take  place  among  the  doctors 
of  divinity  there,  which  was  unusual,  because  he  was  not 
then  incorporated  in  that  degree,  but  this  took  place  in- 
June  1 545.     When  a  design  was  formed,  of  converting  the* 
collegiate  church  of  Southwell  into  a  bishopric,  Dr.  Cox^ 
wai  nominated  bishop  of  it.  On  the  8th  of  January,  1543-4,- 
he  was  made  the  second  dean  of  the  new-erected  cathedral 
of  Osney  near  Oxford;  and  in   1546,  when  that  see  was 
translated  to  Christ  church,  he  was  also  made  dean  there. 
These  promotions  he  obtained  by  the  interest  of  archbishop 
Cranmer  and  bishop  Goodrich,  to  the  last  of  whom  he  had 
been  chaplain ;    and,  by  their   recommendation,    he   was 
chosen  tutor  to  the  young  prince   Edward,  whom  he  in- 
structed with  great  care  in  the  true  principles  of  religion, 
and  formed  his  tender  mind  to  an  early  sense  of  his  duty, 
both  as  a  Christian  and  a  king.    On  that  prince's  accession: 
to  the  throne,  he  became  a  great  favourite  at  court,  and 
was  made  a  privy-counsellor,  and  the  king's  almoner.    The 
2 1st  of  May,  1547,  he  was  elected  chaucellor  of  the  uni- 
versity of  Oxford  ;  installed  July  16,  1548,  canon  of  Wind^ 
sor;  and  the  next;  year  made  dean  of  Westminster.     About 
the  same  time  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners 
to  visit  the  university  of  Oxford,  in  which  he  and  his  brother 
commissioners  destroyed  some  of  the  most  valuable  trea- 
sures in  the  libraries,  from  a  notion  that  they  encouraged 
^  popery  and  conjuration  *.     In  1550,  he  was  ordered  to  go 
down  into  Sussex,  and  endeavour  by  his  learned  and  af- 
fecting sermons,  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  who  had 
been  disturbed  by  the  factious  preaching  of  Day  bishop  of 
Chichester,  a  violent  papist :  and  when  th^  noble  design 
of  reforming  the  canon  Law  was  in  agitation,  he  was  ap« 
pointed  one  of  the  commissioners.     Both  in  this  and  the 
former  reign,  when  an  act  passed  for  giving  all  chantries^^ 


*  Importantly  as  the  reformation 
contributed  to  the  interests  of  litera- 
ture, it  is  impossible  to  withhold  the 
deepest  regret  froin  the  shocking  havoc 
made  at  this  time  in  the  public  libraries. 
Kor  was  this  a  matter  reserved  to  be 
felt  in  the  present  age,  when  we  suffer 
80  much  from  the  want  of  the  valuable 
helps  to  history,  &c.  with  which  tlir*se 
repositories  abounded.  The  evil  was 
deplored  at  the  time  it  took  pince,  not 
tfrtly  by  the  popish  party,  but  by  some 
of  the  most  zealous  among  the  refonn- 
€fi.    See  in  particular,  bishop  Bale,  iu 


the  preface  to  his;  "  Declarations  on 
Leland's  journey  and  seanh  for  Eng-, 
land's  Antiqui<ies."  Life  of  Leland, 
1772,  8vo.  He  mentions,  of  his  own 
knowledge,  a  jnerchant  who  bought 
the  conlenfs  of  two  libraries^  for  furty 
shillings,  and  used  them  for  ten  year9 
as  waste-paper.  Cox,  we  lament  to 
say,  countenanced  these  enormities^ 
ahhough-Wood,  in  his*  History  of  the 
University,  aHows  that  he  took  otbe^ 
measures  which  were  higlily  bene- 
ficial to  the  interests  of  the  church  atid 
universities. 
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colleges,  &c.  to'the  king,  through  Dr.  Cox*9  powerful  in<* 
terceMJoOy  the  colleges  in  both  universities  were  excepted 
out  of  that  act  In  November  1552,  be  resigned  the  G^ce 
of  chancellor  of  Oxford ;  and  soon  after  queen  Mary^s  ac- 
cession to  the  crown,  he  was  stripped  of  his  preferments ; 
and  on  the  1 5th  of  August,  1553,  committed  to  the  Mar- 
shalsea.  He  was  indeed  soon  discharged  from  this  con- 
finement ;  but  foreseeing  the  inhuman  persecution  likely 
to  ensue,  he  resolved  to  quit  the  realm,  and  withdraw  to 
some  place  where  he  might  enjoy  the  free  exercise  of  his 
religion,  according  to  the  form  established  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward.  With  this  view  he  went  first  to  Strasburgh  in 
Germany,  where  he  heard  with  great  concern  of  some 
English  exiles  at  Francfort  having  thrown  aside  the  Eng- 
lish Liturgy,  and  set  up  a  form  of  their  own,  framed  after 
the  French  and  Geneva  models*  On  the  13th  of  March 
1555,  he  came  to  Francfort  in  order  to  oppose  this  inno- 
Tation,  and  to  have  the  Common- Pray er-Book  settled 
among  the  English  congregation  there,  which  he  bad  the 
satisfaction  to  accomplish.  Then  he  returned  to  Stras- 
burgh for  the  sake  of  conversing  with  Peter  Martyr,  with 
whom  he  had  contracted  an  intimate  friendship  at  Oxford, 
and  whom  he  loved  and  honoured  for  his  great  learning 
and  moderation.  After  the  death  of  queen  Mary  he  re- 
turned to  England  ;  and  was  one  of  those  divines  who  were 
appointed  to  revise  the  Liturgy.  When  a  disputation  wai 
to  be  held  at  Westminsteif  between  eight  papists  and  eight 
of  the  reformed  clergy,  he  was  the  chief  champion  on  the 
protestants*  side.  He  preached  often  before  queen  Eli- 
zabeth in  Lent ;  and,  in  his  sermon  at  the  opening  of  her 
first  parliament,  exhorted  them  in  most  affecting  terms  to 
restore  religion  to  its  primitive  purity,  and  banish  all  the 
popish  innovations  and  corruptions.  These  excellent  dis- 
courses, and  the  great  zeal  he  had  shewn  in  support  of  the- 
English  liturgy  at  Francfort^  so  effectually  recommended 
him  to  the  queen's  esteem,  that  in  June  1559,  she  nomi- 
nated him  to  the  bishopric  of  Norwich ;  but  altering  her 
mind,  preferred  him  to  the  see  of  Ely  in  July  1559,  in  the 
room  of  Dr.  Thirlby,  who  was  deprived.  Before  his  con- 
secration (Dec.  19)  he  joined  with  Dr,  Park^,  elect  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  and  the  bishops  elect  of  London, 
Chichester,  and  Hereford,  in  a  petition  to  the  queeni 
againnc  an  act  lately  passed  for  the  alienating  and  ex* 
changing  the  lands  and  revenues  of  the  bishops  i  and  sei»t 
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her  several  arguments  from  scripture  and  reason  against 
the  lawfulness  of  it ;  observing  withal,  the  many  evils  and 
incohveniencies  both  to  church  and  state  that  would  thenoe 
-arise.  In  1559  we  find  him  again  appointed  one  of  the 
visitors  of  the  university  of  Oxford,  but  this  visitation  wag 
conducted  so  moderately  as  to  obtain  a  letter  of  thanks  to 
queen  Elizabeth  for  the  services  of  the  commissioners* 
He  enjoyed  the  episcopal  dignity  about  twenty-one  years 
and  seven  months,  and  was  justly  considered  one  of  the 
chief  pillars  and  ornaments  of  the  church  of  England,  hav- 
ing powerfully  co-operated  with  archbishop  Parker,  and 
hit  successor  Grindal,  in  restoring  our  church  in  the  same 
beauty  and  good  order  it  had  enjoyed  in  king  Edward's 
reign.  He  indeed  gave  some  offence  to  the  queen  by  his 
zealous  opposition  to  her  retaining  the  crucifix  and  lights 
on  the  altar  of  the  Chapel  Royal,  and  his  strenuous  defence 
of  the  lawfulness  of  the  marriage  of  the  clergy,  to  which 
the  queen  was  always  an  enemy.  He  was  a  liberal  patron 
to  all  learned  men  whom  he  found  well  affected  to  the 
church ;  and  shewed  a  singular  esteem  for  Dr.  Whitgift, 
afterwards  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  made  him  his  chap* 
lain,  and  gave  him  the  rectory  of  Teversham  in  Cambridge- 
shire, and  a  prebend  of  Ely.  He  did  his  utmost  to  get  a 
body  of  ecclesiastical  laws*  established  by  authority  of 
parliament;  but  through  the  opposition  of  some  of  the 
chief  courtiers,  this  design  miscarried  a  third  time.  As 
he  had^  in  his  exile  at  Francfort,  been  the  chief  cham* 
pion  against  the  innovations  of  the  puritans,  he  still  con- 
tifiued,  with  some  vigour  and  resolution,  to  oppose  their 
attempts  against  the  discipline  and  ceremonies  of  the  esta-* 
blished  church.  At  first  he  tried  to  reclaim  them  by 
gentle  means ;  but  finding  that  they  grew  more  audacious, 
and  reviled  both  church  and  bishops  in  scurrilous  libels, 
he  wrote  to  archbishop  Parker,  to  go  on  vigorously  in  re* 
claiming  or  punishing  them,  and  not  be  disheartened  at 
the  frowns  of  those  court-favourites  who  protected  them ; 
assuring  him  that  he  might  expect  the  blessing  of  God  on 
bis  pious  labours  to  free  the  church  from  their  dangerous 

♦  This  was  the  book  entitled   «'  Re-  it  was  translated  into  elegant  Latin  by 

fbrmatio    Legam     Ecclesiagticarum,"  sir  John  Cheke,  and  Br.  Haddon,  re- 

tfompiJed     by  order  of   king    Henry  gius  professor  of  the  civil  law  in  die 

VIII.  a»d  Edward  VI.  out  of  the  canon  university  of  Cambridge.     It  was  first 

and  civit  law.    Tbirty.two  persons  were  published  in  1571,  and  again  in  1640, 

commissivned  for  that  work,  bul  arch-  4to« 
Wbop  Craoaer  was  the  principal^  and 
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attempta,  and  to  establish  uniformity.  When  the  prity^ 
council  interposed  in  favour  of  the  puritans,  and  endea**' 
voured  to  screen  them  from  punishment,  he  wrote  a  bold 
letter  to  the  lord-treasurer  Burleigh  ;  in  which  he  warmly 
expostulated  with  the  council  for  meddling  with  the  affairs 
of  the  church,  which,  as  he  said,  ought  to  be  left  to  the 
determination  of  the  bishops;^  admonished  them  to  keep 
within  their  own  sphere  ;  and  told  them  he  would  appeal 
to  the  queen  if  they  continued  to  interpose  in  matters  not 
belonging  to  them.  He  is  blamed  by  some  for  giving  up 
several  manors  and  other  estates  belonging  to  his  see, 
while  Others  thought  he  deserved  commendation  for  his  firm- 
ness in  resolving  to  part  with  no  more,  and  for  being  proof 
against  the  strongest  solicitations  and  most  violent  attacks 
which  he  bad  to  encounter,  even  from  those  who  were 
most  in  favour  at  court,  and  who  were  backed  by  royal 
command  and  authority.  In  the  years  l>574  and  1575,  sir 
Christopher  Hatton,  a  noted  favourite  of  the  queen,  en- 
deavoured to  wrest  Ely-house  in  Holborn  from  him  ;  and 
in  order  to  preserve  it  to  his  see  he  was  forced  to  have  a 
long  and  chargeable  suit  in  chancery,  which  was  not  de- 
termined in,  1579.  The  lord  North  also  attempted,  in  1575, 
to  oblige  him  to  part  with  the  manor  of  Somersham,  in,. 
Huntingdonshire,  one  of  the  best  belonging  to  his  bishop- 
ric; and  with  Downbam  park;  which  he  refusing  to  yield,^ 
that  lord  endeavoured  to  irritate  the  queen  against  him^ 
and  to  have  him  deprived.  For  that  purpose.  North,  and 
some  otliers  of  the  courtiers,  examined  and  ransacked  his 
whole  conduct  since  his  first  coming^  to  his  see,  and  drew 
up  a  large  body  of  articles  against  him  addressed  to  the 
privy-cQuncil.  But  the  bishop,  in  his  replies,  iso fully  vin- 
dicated himself,  that  the  queen  was  forced  tp  acknowledge 
his  innocence,  though  the  lord  North  boasted  he  had 
found  five  praemunires  against  him.  Vexed,  however,  with 
the  implacable  malice  of  the  lord  North,  and  other  his  ad- 
versaries, he  desired,  in  1577,  leave  to  resign  his  bishops 
.ric,  which  the  queen  refused.  North,  though  disappointed 
in  his  former  attempt,  yet  not  discouraged,  brought  three 
actions  against  the  poor  old  bishop  for  selling  of  wood,  on 
which  the  bishop  offered  again,  4n  1579,  to  resign,  prp- 
vided  he  had  a  yearly  pension  of  two  hundred  pounds  out 
of  bis  see,  and  Donnington  (the  least  of  five  country  houses 
belonging  to  Ely  bishopric)  for  his  residence  during  life. 
The  lord-treasurer  Burleigh,  at  the  bishop's  earnest  desire> 
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pbtained  leate  of  the  queen  for  him  to  resign;  and  inl 
February  1579-80,  upon  the   bishop's  repeated   desires^ 
forms  of  resignation  were  actually  drawn  up.     Byt   the  . 
court  could  not  find  any  divine  of  -note  who  would  take 
that  bishopric  on  their  terms,  of  surrendering  up  the  best 
manors  belonging  to  it.     The  first  offer  of  it  was  made  to' 
Freak,  bishop  of  Norwich ;  and,  on  his  refusal,  it  was  prof- 
fered to  several  others  ;  but  the  conditions  still  appeared 
so  ignominious  that  they  all  rejected  it;  by  which  means 
bishop  Cox  enjoyed  it  till  his  death,  which  happened  on 
*the  22d  of  July  r581,  in  the  eight*y-second  year  of  his  age/ 
-By  his  will  be  left  several  legacies,  amounting  in  all  to 
the  sum  of  945/.;  and  died  worth,  in  good  debts,  2,322/. 
He  had  several  children.     His  body  was  interred  in  Ely 
cathedra],    near  bishop  Goodrich's  monument,    under  a 
marble  stone,  with  an  inscription,  now  nearly  effaced.    His' 
character  is  said  tb'have  been  that  of  a  man  of  a  sound  judg- 
ment and  clear  apprehension,  and  skilled  in  all  polite  and 
useful  learning.     He  wanted  no  advantages  of  education^ 
arid  improved  Ihem  with  such  diligence  and  industry,  that 
he  soon  became  an  excellent  proficient  both  in  divine  and' 
human  literature.     The  holy   scriptures  were   his    chief 
study;  and  he  was  perfectly  well  versed  in  the  original 
language  of  the    New  Testament.     He    was  extremely  ' 
zealous  for  the  true  interest  of  the  reformed  church,  and  d 
constant  and  vigorous  defender  of  it  against  all  the  open 
assaults  of  all  its  enemies.     He  i^  accused  by  some  of  bav-  ^ 
ing  been  a  worldly  and  covetous  person  ;  and  is  said  to 
have   made  a  great  havock   and  spoil  of  his  woods  and 
parks,  feeding  his  family  with  powdered  Venison  to  save 
experices.     Several  complaints  and  Iong<  accusations  were 
exhibited  against  him  and  his  wife,  in  1579,  tO  queen  Eli- 
zabeth upon  these  accounts,  but  the  bishop  fully  vindicated 
himself,  and  ;ihewed  that  all  these  complaijits  were  ma- 
Jicious  calumnies.     It  is  likewise  said,  that  he  appears  to 
have  been  bf  a  vindictive  spirit,  by  reason  of  his  prosecu-' 
tibn  of,  and  severity  to,  the  deprived  catholics  in  his  cus- 
tody ;  iand  especially  bj^  his  complaints  against  Dr.  Fecken- 
faam,  the  last  abbot  of  Westminster.     But  the  bishop  al- 
leges in  his  own  excuse, /that  these  complaints  were  weir 
founded  ;  and  that  hi»  endeavours  to  convert  him  were  by 
order  of  the  court.     It  must  be  remembered  of  this  bishop, 
that  he  wasr  the  first  who  brought  a  wife  to  live  in  a  college  ^ 
^nd  that  he  procured  a  nejv  body  of  statutes  for  St.  Jobn'^ 
TOL.X,  Ff 
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college  in  Cambrtdge,  of  which,  a$  bishop  of  Ely,  he  waft, 
visitor. 

His  works,  chiefly  published  after  bis  decease,  are,  1, 
**  An  OraUon  at  the  beginning  of  tlie  Disputation  of  Dr. 
Tresham  and  others  with  Peter  Martyr/*  2.  ^<  An  Oration 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  same  ;**  both  in  Latin,  and  printed 
in  1549,  4to,  and  afterwards  among  Peter  Martyr^s  works. 
The  second  is  also  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  Strype^s  Life 
of  Cranmer.  3.  He  had  a  great  hand  in  compiling  the  first 
Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England :  and  was  one  of  the 
chief  persons  employed  in  the  review  of  it  in  1559.  4, 
He  turned  into  verse  the  Lord* s  Prayer,  commonly  printed 
at  the  end  of  Sternhold  and  Hopkins's  Psalms,  a  composi**' 
tion  which  will  not  bear  modern  criticism.  5.  When  a 
new  Translation  of  the  Bible  was  made  in  Che  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  now  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Bishop's  Bible,  the  Four  Gospels,  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  and  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  were  allotted  to 
him,  for  his  portion.  6.  He  wrote,  *^  Resolutions  of  some 
Questions  concerning  the  Sacraments  ;**  in .  the  collection 
of  records  at  the  end  of  Dr.  Burnet's  History  of  the  Re- 
formation. 7.  He  had  a  hand  in  the  *'  Declaration  con* 
cerning  the  functions  and  divine  institution  of  Bishops  ana 
Priests,"  and  in  the  "  Answers  to  the  *  Queries  concern- 
lug  some  abuses  of  the  Mass.' "  S.  Several  letters,  and 
small  pieces  of  his  have  been  published  by  the  industrious 
Strype,  in  his  Annals  of  the  Reformation,  and  Lives  of  the 
four  Archbishops ;  and  he  is  said  to  have  had  a  band  in 
Lilly^s  Grammar.  A  letter  written  l>y  him  in  1569,  di* 
reeled  to  the  Parson  of  Downham,  and  found  in  the  parish 
chest  of  that  place,  was  some  years  ago  published  in  the, 
Gentleman's  Magazine.  It  relates  chiefly  to  the  state  and. 
condition  of  the  poor,  before  the  statutes  of  the  14th  and 
43d  of  queen  Elizabeth  were  enacted ;  and  shews  that  the 
bishop  was  animated  with  a  very  laudable  zeal  for  engaging 
persons  of  wealth  and  substance  to  contribute  liberally, 
chearfully,  and  charitably,  to  their  indigent  neighbours.  ^   > 

COX  (Sir  Richard),  bart.  lord  chancellor  of  Ireland, 
jftnd  author  of  a  history  of  that  kingdom,  was  son  to  Richard 

*  Bioi?.  'Riit.—Strvpe's  Annals ;  sec  Index. — Strvpe's  Cranmer,  p.  3,  77. 
134,  nS,  «00,  201,  214.— Appendix,  p.  1 1^.— StrypVs  Parker,  p.  63,  12,1^. 
82,  9*?,  99,  10r>,  lOS,  135,  209,  216,  228,  348,  379,  389,  426  [452]  473 — 
9trype*s  Orimlal,  p.  63,  and  Wbitgift,  72,  92. — An  account  of  a  drawing  of  iiif 
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Cox,  €8q.  ciiplain  ,af  a  tropp  qC  borse,  ikd4  -was  born  at 
BandoHy  in  the  county  q{  Corki  on  the  25th  of  March 
I  $50.     He  hafl  the  misfortune  to  become  an  orphan  before 
be  waa  fpll  thre^  years  of  age ;  and  was  then  tak^n  cai^  pf 
by  bis  mother's  faihi^r^  Walter  Bird,  esq,  of  Cloghaakiity., 
3ut  bis  grandfather  als^  dying  when  be  was  abput  niqe^ 
years  olfly  be  w^is  then  taken  under  the  protection  of  hia 
unclei  Johti  Bird,  esq.  whp   fiiaeed  bim  at  an  ordinary^ 
Latin  sghool  at  Clogbnakiity^  where  be  aoon  discovered  % 
siLrong  inclination  to  learning.     In  1668,  in  bis  eighteenth* 
year,  be  began  tp  practise  s^s  an  attorney  in  several  manor 
courts  where  bis  uncle  was  sene9chal>  and  continued  it 
three  years,  and  was  entered  of  Gray's  Inn  in  1671,  with 
a  view  of  being  catted  to  the  batv    Here  be  was  so  muchr 
distinguished  fpr  his  great  assidui^  and  consequent  im-^ 
provement,  that  in  the  summer  of  1673  be  was  n^ade  one 
of  the  surveyors  at  sir  Robei't'Shaftoe's  re^^iug*    He  soon 
aAer  married  a  lady  wbp  bad  a  right  (o  a  coAsiderable  for- 
tune; but,  being  disappointed  in  obtaining  it,  be  took  a 
farm  near  Clpghnakilty,  to  wbiqh  he  retired  for  seven^ 
years*    Being  at  length  rovwed  from  bi$  lethargy  by  a  great 
increase  of  his  family,  b^e  was,-  by  the  interest  of  m  Ro* 
bert  Southwell,  elected  recorder  pf  ^Kinsale  in  1680,    He 
now  removed  to  Cork;  where  b^  practised  the  law  with 
great  success.    But,  foreseeing  the  storm  that  was  gping 
to  fall  on  the  protestants^  he  quitted  his  praetioey  and  his 
estate,  which  at  that  time  amounted  to  300/.  per  ann.  and 
removed  with  his  wife  and  five  children  to  England,  and- 
settled  at  Bristol.    At  this  place  be  obtained  sufficient 
practice  %o  support  his  family  genteeUyy  independently  of 
his  Irish  estate;  and  at  his  leisure  bo^rs  compiled  the 
*\  History  of  Ireland ;"  the  first  part  of  which  he  published 
aoon  after  the  revolutiont  in  16d9i  under  the  title*  of 
^^  Hibernia  Anglicana ;  or.  tb^  History  of  Irelandi  frpm  the 
conquest  therepf  by. the  English  to  the  prei^ent  time." 
When  the  prince  of  Orange  arrived  in  London^  Mr.  Cox 
quitted  Bristol)  and  repaired  tp  the  metropolis,  where  be 
ivas  made  u  nder-secretary  of  sta^.  Having  give  n  great  satis* 
faction  to  the  kin|^  in  the  discharge  of  this  office,  Mr.  Cox 
was  immediately  after  the  surrender  of  Waterford  made 
recorder  of  that  city.    On  the  1 5th  of  September  I699,'be 
i¥AS  appointed  second  justice  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas.     In  April  1691  Mr.  Justice  Cox  wa<%  made  governor 
of  the  county  and  city  of  Cork.     His  situation  now,  as  a  . 
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judge  and  a  military  gOTernor,  was  somewhat  singular;' 
and  he  was  certainly  not  deficient  in  zeal  for  the  govern-^ 
ment,  whaterer  objections  may  be  made  to  his  conduct  on 
the  principles  of  justice  and  humanity.  During  the  time 
of  Mr.  Cox*s  government,  which  continued  till  the  reduc-* 
tion  of  Limerick,  diough  be  had  a  frontier  of  80  miles  to 
defend,  and  20  places  to  garrison,  besides  Cork  and  the. 
fort  of  Kinsale,  yet  he  did  not  lose  a  single  inch  of  ground* 
On  the  5th  of  November  16^2,  Mr.  justice  Cox  received 
the  honour  of  knighthood;  in  July  1693  was  nominated 
lord  chancelfor  of  Ireland,  and  in  October  1706  was  created 
a  baronet.  On  the  death  of  queen  Anne,  and  the  acces* 
sion  of  king  George  I.  sir  Richard  Cox,  with  the  other 
principal  Irish  judges,  .was  removed  from  bis  office,  and 
also  from  the  privy  council.  He  then  retired  to  his  seat 
in  the  county  of  Cork,  where  he  hoped  to  have  ended  his 
days  in  peace ;  bat  his  tranquillity  was  disturbed  by  seve- 
ral attacks  which  were  made  against  him  in  the  Irish  par- 
liament, but  though  several  severe  votes  were  passed 
4igsinst  him,  they  were  not  followed  by  any  farther  pro-* 
eeedings*  He  now  divided  his  time  between  study,  mak« 
ing  improvements  on  bis  estate,  and  acts  of  beneficence. 
But  in  April  1733,  he  was  seized,  by  a  fit  of  apoplexy, 
which  ended  an  a  palsy,  under  which  be  languished  till 
the  3d  of  .May  that  year,  when  be  expired  without  pain, 
at  the  age  of  83  years  one  month  and  a  few  days.^ 

COX£T£R  (Thomas),  a  faithful  and  industrious  collec- 
jtor  of  old  £nglbh  literature,  was  bom  of  an  ancient  and 
respectable  fafnily  at  Lechdale  in  Gloucesterriiire,  Sept. 
20^  1689.  He  was  educated  in  grammatical  learning,  first 
under  the  rev.  Mr.  Collier,  at  Coxwell  in  Berkshire,  and 
afterwards  under  the  rev.  Mr.  Collins,  at  Magdalen  school, 
Oxford,-  from  which  he  entered  a  commoner  of  Trinity 
colifege,  Oxford,  in  1705.  From  Oxford,  where  he  wore 
a  civilian's  gown,  he  came  to  London,  with  a  view  of  pur- 
suing the  civil  law ;  but  losing  his  friend  and  patron  sir 
John  Cook,  knight,  who  was  (kan  of  the  arches  and  vicar- 
general,  and  who  died  in  1710,  he  abandoned  civil  law 
aftd  every  other  profession*  An  anonymqus  funeral  poem 
to  the  memory  of  sir  John  Cook,  entitled  ^^  Astrea  lacri* 
mans,'*  the  production  probably  of  Coxeter,  appeared  in 
J  lA^'    Continuing  in  London  without  any  settled  pursuit, 

1  Biog.  ^nt.  ao  abridgoien^  apd  not  a  sfa^rt  one,  of  (he  History  of  Ireland  for 
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.he  becatne  acquainted  witb  bookselter$  and  authors.  He 
.amassed  materials  for  a  biography  of  our  poets,  whiph  were 
afterwards  used  in  what  is  called  Cibber*s  Lives.  (See  art. 
The  CfBBER). .  He  also  assisted  Mr.  Ames  in  the  Historj 
t>f  British  typography.  He  had  a  curious  collection  of  old 
plays,  and  pointed  out  to  Theobald  many  of  the  black* 
letter  books  which.that  critic  used  in  his  edition  of  Shak- 
speare.  He  compiled  one,  if  not  more,  of  the  indexes  to 
Hudson'^  edition  of  Josephus  in  1720.  In  1739  he  pub- 
lished a  new  edition  of  Baily*s,  or  raflier  Halfs,  life  of  bishop 
Fisher,  first  printed  in  1655.  In  1744  he  circulated  pro^ 
posals  ''  for  printing  the  dramatic  works  of  Thomas  May^ 
esq.  a  contemporary  with  Ben  Jonson,  and,  upon  his  de- 
cease, a  coinpetitor  for  the  bays.  With  notes,  and  aa 
account  of  his  life  and  writings."  <*  The  editor,**  says  he, 
'*  intending  to  revive  the  best  of  our  plays,  faithfully  collated 
with  all  the  editions,  that  could  be  found  in  a  search  of 
above  thirty  years,  happened  to.  communicate  his  scheme 
jto  one  who  now  invades  it.  To  vindicate  which,  he  is  re- 
solved to  publish  this  deserving  author^  though  out  of  the 
order  of  his  design.  And,  as  a  late  spurious  edition  of 
'^  OorbQduc^*  b  sufficient  to  shew  what  mistakes  and  con- 
fusion may  be  expected  from  the  medley  now  advertising 
in  ten  volumes,  a  correct  edition  will  hd  added  of  that  ex- 
cellent tragedy  ;  with  other  poetical  works  of  the  renowned 
tfackville^  his  life,  and  a  glossary.  These  are  offered  as  a 
specimen  of  the  great  care  that  is  necessary,  and  will  con- 
stantly be  used,  in  the  revival  of  such  old  writers  as  the 
editor  shall  be  encouraged  to  restore  to  the  public  in  their 
genuine  purity/'  Such  are 'the  terms  of  the  proposes: 
and  they  shew,  that,  though  this  design  did  hot  take  effect^ 
Coxeter  was  the  first  who  formed  the  scbetine,  adopted  by 
Dodsley,  of  publishing^  collection -of  our  ancient  plays* 
Sackville^s  **  Gorboduc,*'  here  referred  ro^  is  the  edition 
published  by  Mr.  Spence  in  1736.  In  1747  he  was  ap- 
pointed secretary  to  a  society  for  the  encouragement  of  an 
essay  towards  a  complete  English  history  ;  und^r  the  aus- 
pices of  which  appeared  the  first  volume  of  Cartels 
**  History  of  England.'*  Mr.  Warton  made  considerable 
use  of  his  MSS.  in  his  "  History  of  Poetry  ;"  and  in  1759, 
an  edition  of  Massinget's  v^orks  was  published  in  4  vols. 
8vo.  said  to  be  **  revised,  corrected,  and  the  editions  col- 
lated by  Mr.  Coxeter.'*  ^  He  died  of  a  feVer  April  1 9,  1 747, 
in  his  59th  year,  and  was  buried  in  the  chapel-yard  of  the 
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Royal  hospital  of  Bridefrell :  leading  an  orjAan  daogbtef, 
who  was  often  kindly  assisted  with  money  by  Dr  Jobnson, 
and  in  her  latter  days  by  that  excellent  and  useful  insdtu* 
tion,  the  Literary  Fund.     8he  died  in  Ntv.  1807.* 

COXIS,  or  COXCIE  (Michael),  an  artist, 'was  Vmi  at 
Mechlin  in  1497,  and  received  the  first  notions  of  paint<- 
sngy  when  he  was  very  young,  from  Bernard  Van  Orlay  of 
Brussels;  but  quitting  his  own  country,  he  travelled  to 
Rome,  and  there  bad  the  good  fortune  to  become  a  disci- 
ple of  Raphael.  He  studied  and  worked  under  the  direct 
tiod  of  that  superior  genius,  for  several  years ;  and  in  that 
school  acquired  the  taste  of  design  and  colouring  pecnliai; 
to  his  master,  as  also  the  power  of  imitating  his  exquisite 
manner  so  far,  as  to  be  qualified  to  design  bis  own  female 
figures  with  a  great  deal  of  grace  and  elegance.  He  had» 
however,  no  great  invention,  nor  did  he  possess  a  liveli- 
liess  of  imagination ;  and  therefore,  wheh  he  left  Rome,  t6 
return  te^bis  native  country,  ^he  took  care  to  carry  along 
with  him  a  considerable  number  of  the  designs  of  EU^hael^ 
and  other  eminent  masters  of  Italy,  which  he  did  not  scru* 
^le  to  make  use  of  afterwards  in  bis  own  cottipositions. 
By  that  means  he  gained  a  temporary  reputation,  and  hi& 
pictures  were  wonderfully  admired  through  the  Low  Coun<- 
tries ;  but  when  Jerom  Cock  returned  from  Rome,  Md 
brought  with  him  into  Flanders,  the  **  School  of  Athens,'' 
designed  by  Raphael,  and  other  designs  of  the  most  f#l 
mousi  Italian  artists,  they  were  no  sooper  made  public,  than 
the  plagiarism  of  Coxis  was  discovered,  and  his  repataiion 
proportionably  decreased, 

In  the  church  of  St;.  Gudule  at  Brussels,  there  is  a 
^*  Last  Supper^'  painted  by  Coxis,  which  is  much  tott^ 
mended ;  and  in  the  church  of  Notre  Dame,  at  Antwerp, 
a  St.  Sebastian,  a  Crucifi'xion,  and  several  portraits,  which 
are  fine  imitations  of  nature,  and  the  exprestsion  in  all  of 
them  is  excellent.  And  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Luke,  at 
Mechlin,  he  painted  two  folding-rdoors,  intended  to  cover 
an  altar-piece,  which  were  so  greatly  esteemed,  that  the 
archduke  Matthias  purchased  them  at  a  very  large  price, 
and  ciarried  them  out  of  the  Low  Countries.  Towards  the 
close  of  his  life,  having  becotne  very  rich,  he.  built  three 
houses  in  Malines,  which  he  furnished  with  his  own  fer* 

1  Gent.  Maf .  vol.  LVI.  tbe  tnt  accoufit  which  evtr  ^i|>€4nd  4if  Mr.  Oaot^ 
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^fo^mancesij*  His  pictures,  though  from  the  length  of  Hi^ 
life,  and  bis  incessant  application,  very  numerous,  are  yet 
rarely  to  be  met  uritb.  He  was  killed  by  a  fall  from  a  scaf- 
fold in  1592,  in  the  town-ball  of  Antwerp^  where  he  was 
painting,  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  95  years.' 

COYER  (L'Abbe),  who  was  born  at  Baumeles-Nones 
in  Francbe-Comt^,  and  died  at  Paris  July  18,  17^2,  in  an 
advanced  age,  was  for  some  time  a^esuit.     Having  quitted 
that  society,  he  repaired  to  the  capital  about  1751,  and 
sought  a  livelihood  by  his  pen*     He  began  his  career  by 
certain  fugitive  pieces,  of  which  some,  as  the  *'  Discovery 
of  the  Philosopher's  stone,"  in  imitation  of  Swift,  and  the 
<*  Miraculous  year,'*  had  the  most  success.     Thede  trifles 
were  collected  under  the  very  suitable  title  of '<*  Bagatelles 
morales."     Some  of  the  pieces  in  this  collection '«re  written 
with  ease,  delicacy,  and  sprightliness;  but  irony  being  the 
favourite  figure  with  the  author,  the  style  of  it  is  too  mo^ 
notonous,  and  the  witticisms  son^etimes  too  far  fetched. 
There  was  visible  in  the  writings  of  the  abb^  Coyer,  as 
well  as  in  his  conversation,  a  perpetual  effort  at  being 
agreeable,  which  he  was  unable  to  sustain  to  |my  lengtl^ 
Besides  so^nae  temporary  pieces,  the  abb£  Coyer  also  wrote, 
I.  **  The  History  of  John  Sobieski,'*  1761,  3  vols.  l2mo; 
a  very  interesting  work.     2.  **  Travels  in  Italy  and  HoU 
land,"    1775,    2  vols.  12mo.     The  abb^  Coyer  ran    over 
these  countries,  not  so  much  in  the  character  of  a  deep 
observer,  as  of  a  light  Frenchman,  who  takes  a  superficial 
glance,  and  then  hastily  sets  down  some  remarks  analogous 
to  the  fluctuation  of  his^mind,  6f  his  inclinations  and  his 
character.     The  book  is  far  inferior  both  to  the. observa- 
tions of  M.  Grosley  and  the  travels  of  M.  de  la  Lande. 
8.  "  New  observations  on  England,"  1779,   12mo,  whicii 
is  little  else  that  an  abridgment  of  Grosley's  London. 
4.  *'  Noblesse  Commer^&nte,^'    2  vols.  8vo,   and  a  little 
romance  entitled    **  Chinki,    histoire    Cochin-Ghinoise," 
which  made  more  noise  in  France  than  his  **  Bagatelles,'* 
and  are  said  to  have  contributed  to  two  important  changes 
in  France,  the  granting  of  letters  of  noblesse  to  eminent 
merchaius,  and  the  abolition  of  wardenships.     5.  *'  Plan 
d'education  publique,'*  1770,  12mo.     The  abb^  Coyer  also 
translated  ^Blackstone'fl   Commentaries    on   the   Criminal 
Law  pf  England.     He  had  long  fruitlessly  en^deavoured  to 

>  pticamps.r^Pilkingtoii. 
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obtain  ftdmittanca  b(o  the  French  academy,  and  bad 
adopted  many  of  the  sentiments  of  the  modem  pbilos9- 
phera,  who  do  not  appear,  however,  to  have  had  a  pro- 
found respect  for  him.  He  was  always  telling  Voltaire  that 
be  intended  to  come  and  spend  three  mouths  with  him, 
until  the  poet,  frightened  at  his  threat,  wrote,  to  him, 
*<  Mons.  4^b6,  do  you  know  the  difference  which  I  find 
between  you  and  Don  Quixote  ?  It  is,  that  he  took  inns  for 
castles,  and  you  take  castles  for  inns/' ' 

COYPEL  is  the  name  of  a  family  of  celebrated  pain- 
ters. Noel  Coypel,  the  grandfather,  was  director  of  the  « 
academy  at  Rome ;  Antony  Coypel,  the  father,  w^s  prin- 
cipal painter  to  the  king  and  the  diike  of  Orjeans,  and  at 
the  same  time  surveyor  of  painting  and  sculpture;  and 
Noel  Nicholas  Coypel,  the  uncle,  professor  of  that  academy. 
Chaeles  Antony  Coypel  was  admitted  into  the  academy 
of  painting  in  his  twentieth  year,  where  he  liad  already  exe-  • 
cuted  several  pictures  of  great  merit ;  his  son,  ^who  was 
born  at  Paiis  in  1694,  and  to  whom  he  left  his  name,  his 
talents,  bis  knowledge,,  and  virtues,  enjoyed  the  same  good 
fortune  in  his  2 1st  year:  hov^was  first  painter  to  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  and  in  1747  to  the  king.  Though  his  per- 
sonal qualities  and  endowments  had  already  made  him  a 
welcome,  guest  with  the  princes  and  great  men  of  the  court, 
yet  this  Is^st  appointment  increased  his  reputation ;  and  the 
first  use  he  made  of  his  consequence,  was  to  induce  M.  de 
Tourathem,  who  had  fortitude  of  mind  sufficient  for  such  a 
sacrifice,  to  decline  the  title  of  a  protector  of  the  acadeniyj^ 
which  hitherto  had  always*  been  connected  with  the  office 
of  superintendant  of  the  buildings,  in  order. that  the  aca- 
demy of  painting,  like  all  the  rest,  might  be  under  the 
immediate  protection  of  the  king.  He  also  erected  ft  pre- 
paratory school,  at  Paris,  for  the  young  pupils,  who  wept 
to.  Rome,  where  they  studied  history,  and  exercised  them;- 
selves  under  able  masters.  To  him  likewise  the  public 
were  indebted  for  the  exhibitipn  of  the  pictures  in  the 
Luxembourg  gallery.  Like  all  men  of  genius,  heliad  his 
enviers  and  rivals;  but  bis  rivak  were  his  friends,  his  mo- 
desty drew  them  to  bim,  and  he  never  refused  tj:iem.his 
esteem.  His  place  as  first  painter  to  the  king  brought  him 
to  court,  and  made  him  more  intimately  acquainted  wi.th 
ibe  queen  and  the  dauphin.     The  queen  often  gave  .bim 

^  i>tet  HtsU^^Many of  hii  workt  are  noticed  inthftMontb.  Rer.;  teelndeiu 
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^ork  to.  do,  which  chiefly  consisted  in  pictures  of  the  saints 
jand  other  objects  of  devotion.  On  her  return  from  Metz, 
finding  over  her  chimney  a  picture  which  he  had  privately 
executed,  representing  France  in  the  attitude  of  returning 
thanks  to  heaven  for  the  deliverance  of  the  king,  she  was 
#o  moved,  that  she  exclaimed,  ^^  No  one  but  my  friend 
Coypel  is  capable  of  such  a  pi^ce  of  gallantry  !^  The 
dauphin  had  frequently  private  conversations  with  hinu 
He  himself  executed  the  drawing  for  the  last  work  of  Coy- 
pel,  the  **  Sultan  in  his  seraglio/'  His  table  was  always 
strewed  with  the  manuscripts  of  this  artist,  which  he  in^ 
tended  to  publish  at  his  own  expence.  The  death  of  the 
author  prevented  his  design,  and  oa  hearing  of  the  event^ 
the  prince  said  publicly  at  supper :  ^'  I  have  in  one  year 
lost  three  of  my  friends  !'^ 

'.  Coypel  seems  to  have  exerted  himself  more  for  others 
than  for  himself ;  he  was  a  good  master,  a  good  relation,  a 
good  friend,  and  a  man  of  veracity.  His  father  disinherited 
him  in  favour  of  his  sister  by  a  second  marriage,  and  th^ 
son  did  the.  same  in,  regard  to  bis  brother,  by  depriving 
him* of  all  benefit  from  the  .inheritance  of  fiidault.  Coypei 
was  author  of  several  theatrical  performances,  the  rehear- 
sals of  which  were  attended  by  crowds  of  people,  not  for 
the  sake  of  feeding  his  vanity  with  an  artificial  applause, 
but  from  friendly  participation^  apd  the  ponviction  of  their 
intrinsic  merit.  Most  of  them  were  performed  at  the  pri- 
vate theatre  of  madaipe  Marchand,  and  in  the  Mazarine 
college,  for  which  they  were  expressly  composed.  The 
well-known  V^  Don  Quixote''* is  by  hinu  Coypel  also 
wrote  several  dissertations  on  the  art  of  painting,  and  aca- 
demical lectures,  which  latter  are  in  print.  He  even  n^rote 
the  life  of  his  father,  which  excels  no  less  by  the  delicate 
manner  in  which  he  criticises  his  father,  than  by  the  mo-? 
desty  with  which  he  speaks  of  himself.  His  acquaintance 
was  very  much  sought  after.  One  proof  of  this  is  in  the 
prodigious  heaps  of  letters  that  were  found  after  his  death. 
He  was  particularly  the  favourite  of  a  small  coterie,  where 
talents,  knowledge,  and  good  humour  were  cherished,  un- 
mixed with  jealousy,  pride,  and  licentiousness.  In  the 
number  of  its  members  were '  Mess*  Caylus,  Helvetius, 
•  Mirabeau,  Mariveaux,  mad"®  Quinaut,  madame  Marchand^ 
and  several  more.  They  met  alternately  at  the  apartments 
of  each  other,  ^nd  sat  down  to  a  supper  which,  by  « law 
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of  the  societyi  wu  not  to  cost  more  than  fifteen  livres. 
Coypel  was  remarkable  for  bis  liberal  spirit.  He  caused  a 
house  that  had  been  thrown  down  by  an  inondation  to  be 
rebuilt  at  his  own  espence  on  a  far  more  cotHrenient  and 
handsome  plan,  without  the  impoverished '  owner's  ever 
knowing  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  the  bounty.  He 
annually  laid  by  2000  livres  of  his  revenue  for  works  of 
charity,  and  requested  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  employ  the 
espence  of  the  coach  which  that  prince  kept  for  him  in 
alms  to  the  poor.  The  duke  of  Orieans  had  an  uncomoioa 
value  for  him.  The  duke  could  not  hear  a  warm  room, 
but  when  Coypel  came  to  him,  he  always  ordered  a  rous* 
ing  fire  to  be  made  up,  **  for,**  said  be,  "  he  is  chilly  !** 
This  same  prince  composed  a  poem,  shewed  it  to  tlie  artist, 
and  asked  him,  whether  he  should  have  it  printed  ?  Coy* 
pel  was  honest  enough  to  say,  **  No  :*'  and  the  duke  tore 
4t,  and  threw  it  into  the  fire. 

A  similar  anecdote  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  the  regent, 
and  Antony  Coypel  the  father,  deserves  to  be  relatied  here 
by  way  of  conclusion.  The  regent  knew  that  Coypel,  on 
account  of  some  disgusts,  was  intending  to  accept  of  an 
invitation  to  England.  He  therefore  drove  to  his  lodgings 
one  morning,  in  a  fiacre,  quite  alone,  without  any  attend- 
ants, and  had  him  called  down :  "  Come  into  the  carriage," 
said  be  to  the  artist,  who  was  quite  disconcerted  at  this 
vii^t ;  ^'  let  us  go  and  take  a  drive  together :  you  are  cha- 
grined-—I  want  to  try  whether  I  cannot  put  you  in  a  good 
humour,**  and  this  jaunt  made  Coypel  at  once  forget  both 
England  and  his  chagrin.  The  subject  of  this  memoir  died 
in  1-752,  in  the  58th  year  of  bis  age.' 

COYSEVOX  (Anthony),  an  ingenious  French  sculp* 
tor,  born  at  Lyons,  in  1640,  died  chancellor  and  regent 
of  the  academy  of  painting  and  sculpture  in  1720.  Ver« 
sailles  boasts  his  best  works,  except  the  figure  of  that  great 
minister,  M.  Colbert,  on  bis  tomb,  in  the  church  of  S. 
Eustache ;  the  two  groupes  of  Renown,  and  Mercury,  in 
the  Thuilleries ;  and  the  player  on  the  flute,  in  the  same 
garden.  The  Neptune  and  Amphytrite,  at  Marly,  with 
many  very  fine  busts,  are  the  chief  works  of  this  artist, 
who  was  endowed  with  a  most  fruitful  imaginatiot),  and  an 
admirable  execution.' 


/. 
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COZENS  (Alexander)^  a  Russian  by  birth,  was  aland* 
scape  painter  in  London,  but  chiefly  practised  as  a  draW^ 
ing^master.  -He  taught  in  a  way  that  was  new  and  pecu^-  ' 
liar,  and  which  appears  to  have  been  adopted  from  the 
hint  given  by  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  who  recommends  select- 
ing the  ideas  of  landscape  from  the  stains  of  an  old  plaster 
wall,  and  his^  method  of  composing  his  drawings  may  be 
tM>nsidered  as  an  improvemetit  upon  the  adrice  of  Da  VincK 
His  process  was  to  dash  out,  upon  several  pieces  of  paper, 
«  number  of  accidental  large  blots  and  loose  flourishes, 
from  which  he  selected  forms,  and  sometimes  produced 
fery  grand  ideas ;  but  they  were  in  general  too  indefinite 
ill  their  execution,  and  unpleasing  in  their  colotir.     He 

Iiublished  a  small  tract  upon  this  method  of  composing 
andscapes,  in  which  he  has  demonstrate  his  process.  He 
also  published  some  other  works,  the  -most  considerable  of 
which  was  a  folio,  entitled  <<  The  Principles  of  Beauty 
telaitive  to  the  Human  Head/*  1778,  French  and  English, 
in  very  ingenious,  but  somewhat  fanciful  work,  illustrated 
with  engravings  by  Bartolozzi,  showing  the  gradations  of 
character,  from  the  outline  of  a  feature,  to  the  outline  of 
the  face,  and  to  each  face  is  applied  an  he$d  dress  in  the 
^yle  of  the  antique.  He  also  published  ^  The  various 
species  of  Composition  in  Nature,  in  sixteen  subjects,  on 
/our  plates,''  with  observations  and  instructions;  and 
^'  The  shape,  skeleton,  and  foliage  of  thirty-two  species  of 
Treesj'*  1771,  reprinted  1786;  but,  in  Mr.  Edwards's  opi- 
nion, not  very  creditable  to  th6  artist.  As  a  drawing* 
master,  he  had  very  considerable  reputation  and  employ- 
inent.  He  attended  for  some  years  at  Etoln  school,  and 
among  other  pupils  of  high  rank,  had  the  honour  of  giving 
tome  lessons  to  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of  Wales. 
He  died  at  his  house  in  Leicester-street,  Leicester-square, 
Aprils  1 786,  leaving  a  son  John  Cozens,  who  greatly  ex- 
^celled  him  as  a  landscape  painter :  rejecting  his  father's  me- 
thod of  fortuitous  blots  and  dashes,  h6  followed  the  arrange- 
ments of  nature,  which  he  saw  with  an  enchanted  eye,  and 
drew  with  an  enchanted  hand.  He  owes  his  fame  to  those 
tinted  drawings,  of  which,  Mr.  Pusdi  says,' the  method 
has  been  imitated  with  more  success  than  the  sentiment 
which  inspired  them.  A  collection  of  his  drawings,  amount- 
ing to  ninety -four,  the  jiroperty  of  Mr.  Beckford,  were 
sold  by  Christie  in  1805,  and  produced  510/.  He  visited 
Italy  twice^  where  he  appears  to  have  drawn  most  of  these 
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In  1794^  be  was  leised  with  a  mental  derangement  wbicb 
contiQued  to  his  death  in  1799.' 

CRACHERODE  (Clayton  Morpaunt),  an  enainent 
.benefactor  to  the  taste,  elegance,  and  literature  of  his 
time,  was  the  son  of  col.  Mordaunt  Cracherode,  who  sailed 
with  lord  Ansooi  and  in  1753  was  appointed  lieut  gover- 
nor of  Fort  St.  Philip,  in  Minorca.  His  mother  was  Mary, 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  Morice,  esq.  paymaster  of  «4he 
British  forces  in  Portugal  in  queen  Anne^s  time,  and 
brother  to  William  Morice,  esq.  who  married  bishop  A^ 
*terbury*s  daughter.  The  colonel  died  June  20,  1773,  and 
,bis  widow  Pec.  27, 1784,  at  their  house  in  Queen*s*squar«, 
Westminster,  which  was  aftetwards  inhabited  by  their  son, 
the  subjeict  of  the  present  article.  Mr.  Cracberode  was 
born  in  1729,  and  educated  at  Westminster  school,  where 
bis  contemporary  the  late  Mr.  Cumberland  says,  he  was 
'^  as  grave,  studious,  and  reserved  as  he  was  through  life; 
but  correct  in  morals  and  elegant  in  manners,  not  courting 
a  promiscuous  acquaintance,  but  pleasant  to  thqse  who 
knew  him,  beloved  by.  many,  and  esteemed  by  all."  He 
was  admitted  a  scholar  at  Westminster  in  1742,  and  in  1746 
was  elected  to  Christ-church,  Oxford,  where  he  took  his 
degree  of  B.A.  and  M.  A.  at  the  usual  periods  :  tlie.  latter, 
April  5,  1753.  He  entered  into  holy  orders,  and  atone 
time  held  the  curacy  of  Binsey,  a  donative,  near  Oxford, 
but  accepted  no  preferment  afterwards.  At  the  same  time, 
be  maintained  that  simplicity  and  purity:  in  , his  appear- 
ance, niaoners,  and  sentiments,  which  belong  to  the,  cha* 
racter  be  professed.  The  tenor  .of  Mr.  Cracherode*s  life, 
after  he  came  to  reside  in  London,  that  of  a  man  of  literary 
taste,  and  research,  was  even  and  uniform  :.  his.  principal 
object  was  the  collection .  of  a  library  and  m.useum,  and 
while  his  thoughts  were .  confined  to  it,  ^is  associations 
were  necessarily  with  men  of  sioular  pursuits.  He  em^ 
ployed  a  considerable  part  of  a  large  revenue  in .  making 
collections  of  what  was  besLand  most  curious  in  literature, 
and  certain  branches  of  the  arts.  His  library  soon  became 
unrivalled  in  its  kind ;  and  his  cabinet  of  prints,  drawings, 
and  medals,  was  considered  as  among  the  most  select  and 
valuable  in  a  country  that  possesses  so  inaRy  of  th^m.  He 
was  an  exquisite  judge  of  art,  both  ancient  and  modern, 
.particularly  of  sculpture,  painting,  and  music,  and  cuU 

>  fidwardis's  Continuition  of  Walpole'f  Anecdote8.-rFuseli's  Pilkififtoo*  . 
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l^cted  the  choicest  of  early  printed  books; 'drawin§6^  coins, 
and  gems.     Many  of  bis  articles  were  unique  for  their 
beauty,   their  preservation,  or  the  rarity  of  tbeir  occur-^ 
rence :    such,  for  instance,   as  bis  cameo  of  a  lion  on  a 
sardonyx,  and  intaglio  of  the  discobolos;   his  Tyndale*s^ 
New  Testament  on  veUum,  that  formerly  belonged  to  Anne 
Boleyn  ;  bis  lord  Finch,  with  wings  on  his  bead,-  by  Mar- 
shal;   bis  Olbiopolis,    and   bis  Dichalcos,    the  first  and 
smallest  coin,  being  the  fourth  part  of  an  obolus.   Of  these,' 
and  every  other  curiosity  in  bis  possession,  he  was,  at  all 
times,  most  obligingly  communicative.     His  books,  which 
he  used  modestly  to  call  a  specimen  collection,  particularly 
books  of  the  fifteenth  century,  form  perhaps  the  -most  per^ 
feet  series  ever  brought  together  by  one  man.     Hi»  passion 
for  collecting  was  strong  in  death,  and  while  be  was  at  th^ 
last  extremity,  bis  agents  were  buying  prints  for  him.     In 
his  farewell  visit  to  Payne's  shop  he  put  an  Edinburgh 
Terence  in  one  pocket,  and  a  large  paper  Cebes  in  ano- 
ther, and  expressed  an  earnest  desire*to  carry  away  **  Tri- 
veti  Annates,"  and  Henry  Stephens's  **  Pindar^'  in  old  bind- 
ings both  beautiful  copies,  and,  as  he  thought,  finer  than 
bis  own,  but  which  Mr.  Payne  bad  destined  tor  lord  Spen« 
4Der. 

This  last  visit  was  paid  on  the  Monday  before  his  death, 
when  be  seemed  to  depart  in  a  manner  that  was  visibly 
affecting.'  Soon  after  be  got  home,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  call  in  sir  George  Baker,  who  paid  the  most  unre- ' 
initting  attention,  and  revived  him  from  the  mbmentary* 
effects  of  a  fit  in  which  he  fell  down,  but  could  not  protract 
life  beyond  the  Friday  following,  April  6,  1799,  when  this 
amiable  man  expired.  He*  was^  interred  in  -Westminster- 
abbey.  * 

His  death  was  probably  brought  on  by  a  cold  he  caught 
in  going  out  after  a  long  confinement.  It  was  apparently 
an  atrophy,  but  at  last,  a  constipation  of  the  bowels* 
Among  his  other  habits,  in  which  he  was  extremely  regu- 
lar,'be  was  accustomed  for  40  years  of  his  life,  to  go  every 
day  fifst  to  Mr.  Elmsly^s  the  bookseller  in  the  Strand,  and 
thence  to  Mr.  Payne's  at  the  Mews-gate,  to  meet  his  lite- 
rary .friends:  and  punctually  called  every  Saturday  at  the 
lale  Mr.  Mudge^s,  now  Button's,  the  ingenious  mechanic 
in  Fleet-'Stteet,  to  have  his  watch  exactly  regulated. 

The  principal  featares  of  his  face,  which  v^s  a  very  fine 
4>ne,  were  mildness,  kindness,  aod  goodness :  and  though 
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Aay  could  not  well  be  described  in  one  line,  yet  thejp  itiigbi' 
be  eirpressed  by  the  single  epitbet  of  //  hencoolo.     He  wa* 
en  universiil  favouritef  because  be  possessed  tbose  quali^ 
ties  of  wbicb  mankind  are  seldom  jealousi  and  vrbicb  tbw 
ere  ever  ready  to  commend.     His  jadgment  was  sound, 
and  bis  taste  excellent :  he  was  eager  to  learn,  and  modest 
to  decide.    His  general  manner  of  life,  tboegb  he  occa^* 
ttonally  mixed  with  toe  world,  and  lived  with  the  first  peo- 
ple,   wo^  quiet  and  recluse  :    and  his  excuvsions  from 
Queeit-square  were,  for  the  most  part,  terminated  at  CUp* 
bam*    The  greatest  journey  of  bis  life  was  from  J^ondon 
to  Oxford,  and  he  was  never  on  hon^eback.    He  bad  an 
esikte  in  Hertfordshire,  on  which  grew  a  remarkable  cbes« 
nut-tree,  which  be  never  saw  but  in  an  etching.    This 
property  was  the  manor  of  great  Wimoiidly,  hold  of  the 
crown  in  grand  serjeantry  by  the  service  pf  presenting  lo 
the  king  the  first  cup  he  drinks  at  his  coronation ;  the  cup 
to  be  of  silver  gilt,  and  the  king  returns  it  as  the  fee  of 
office.     His  father,  colonel  Cracherode,  purchased  this 
manor  of  the  Qrosvenor  family,  and  oflkiated  at  the  coro- 
nation of  his  present  majesty.    The  apprehension  of  being 
called  to  perform  this  service  occasioned  no  small  uneasi- 
ness to  his  son.     His  fortune  was  large,  which  he  received, 
from  bis  father.    Posse$stng  about  600/.  a  year  io  landed 
property,  and  nearly  100,000/.  in  three  per  cents,  he  was 
usually  reckoned  worth  5000/.  a  year,  of  which  be  made. 
.  the  best  possible  use,  for  his  charities  were  as  ample  as  his 
fortune,  but  secret. 

His  attainments  were  various  and  considerable.  He- 
nrrote  elegantly  in  Latin  verse,  as  may  be  seen  in  three 
specimens  in  the  ^^  Carmiua  Quadrngesimalia,."  for  the  year 
1 748,  the  only  things  he  was  ever  known  to  have  published.  > 
The  only  likeness  existing  of  Mr.  Cracherode  is  a  black- 
lead  drawing  made  by  order,  and  in  thc^  posse^^n  of  lady 
Spencer,  but  by  bim&elf  expressly  forbidden  to  be  en^ 
graved* 

Mr.  Cracberode  left  no  fosmal  will ;  and  as  he  never 
WES  married,  bis  fortune  devolved  by  inheritance  to  bisc 
sister,  a  maiden  lady,  who  died  July  17,  1S(X2.     He  left^ 
detached  memoranda,  bequeathing  bisimmeose  collection 
of  books,  medals,  drawings,  &q«  to  the  Bri^tish  Museum,  of 
which  he  had  for  some  years  been  a  truslee.  .  He  was  also  . 
a  fellpw  of  the  royal  and  antiquarian  societies.     Every  friend 
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to  literature  must  rejoice  to  bear  that  this  unparalleled 
library  (with  the  exception  of  bis  Polyglott  Bible»  which 
he  left  to  the  bishop  of  Durham,  and  bis  copy  of  the  first 
edition  of  Homer,  formerly  belonging  to  the  celebrated 
historian  Thuanus,  which  he  gave  to  Dr.  Cyril  Jackson, 
late  dean  of  Christ  church)  went  entire  to  this  excellent 
repository,  where  they  now  are  placed  under  the  title  of 
the  MtLseum  CrachenHlianum.  ^  ^ 

CRADOCK  (Samuel),  an  eminent  writer  .among  the 
nonconformists,  was  born  in  1620,  but  where  we  do  n<;^ 
find.  He  was  educated  at  Emanuel  college,  Cambridge^ 
of  which  he  became  a  fellow,  and  was  presented  to  the 
college  living  of  North  Cadbury  in  Somersetshire,  worth 
300/.  a  year.  When  he  kept  the  bachelor  of  divinity's  acty. 
at  the  public  commencement  in  1651,  his  performance  was 
highly  applauded.  He  was  ejected  for  nonconformity  in 
1662,  but  his  wants  were  sooji  supplied  by  the  death  of  si. 
relation,  who  left  him  a  good  estate  at  Wickham  Brook  ia» 
Suffolk,  on  which  he  resided  for  twenty-^six  years,  occa- 
sionally preached,  and  kept  an  academy  for  teaching  young 
'nonconformists  those  branches  of  science  usually  taught  at 
the  universities.  Dr.  Calamy,  who  was  one  of  his  pupils, 
gives  him  a  high  character  for  learning  and  piety,  and 
Granger  remarks  that  he  has  never  seen  two  different  cha* 
ractersi  of  Mr.  CradocL  He  was  so  good  and  inoffensive, 
that  every  body  spoke  well  of  him,  when  it  was  usual  fpr. 
men  of  all  religions  to  speak  ill  of  each  other.  Nothing 
was  ever  objected  to  him  but  his  nonconformity.  In  the . 
reign  of  Charles  II.  he  drew  up  a  vindication  of  himself 
and  others  who  kept  private  academies,  notwithstanding 
their  having  taken  an  oath  to  the  contrary  at  the  univer- 
sity ;  a  copy  of  it  may  be  seen  in  Calamy.  In  his  79th 
year  he  became  pastor  of  a  congregation  at  Bishop  Stort- 
fbrd  in  Hertfordshire,  where  he  di^  October  7,  1706,  in 
bis  86th  year,  and  was  buried  at  Wickham  Brook*  His. 
works,  which  were  recommended  by  bishop  Reynolds  and 
iljrchbisbop  Tillotson,  are  still  in  high  esteem  with  the 
orthodox  dissenters.  They  consist  of,  1.  *^  Knowledge  a/tid 
Practice,"  a  system  of  divipity,  folio.  2;  **  The  HarmqojF 
of  the  Four  Evangelists,"  folio,  revised  by  Dr.  Tillotson^. 
who  preserved  it  from  the  flames  in  the  fire  of  (^Qndon.. 

.  1  Qent.  Mag.  LXIX.  fcc..«-S»*  i^lso  toI.  LXXXI.  for  tame  sceottnt  of  «  sup* 
loused  reUtioh.  • 
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3.  "  The  Apostolical  Historj,  containing  the  Acts,  '&c.  pf 
the  Apostles/*  folio.  4.  **  A  Catechism  on  the  principles 
of  the  Christian  Faith,"  5.  «  The  Old  Testament  History 
methodized.**  6.  **  A  plain  and  brief  Exposition  on  the 
Revelation.**     Most  of  these  have  been  often  reprinted. 

CRADOCK  (Zachary),  said  to  be  brother  to  the  pre- 
ceding, was  born  in  1633,  and  was  educated  at  Queeh*8 
college,  Cambridge,  where  he  gained  such  esteem  by  his 
learning  and  piety,  that  Dr.  Cud  worth,  in  1656,  wrote  in 
the  strongest  terms  to  secretary  Tburloe,  to  recommend 
him  to  Oliver  Cromwell,  as  a  proper  person  for  the  chap* 
lainship  of  the  English  factory  at  Lisbon.  Soine  years  after 
the  restoration,  he  was  made  canon-residentiary  of  Chi*' 
Chester,  and  was  elected  fellow  of  Eton  ooUege  in  1672. 
In  1680  he  was  chosen  by  the  fellows  provost  of  Eton  in 
opposition  to  Waller  the  poet,  who  was  twice  disapp<finted 
of  the  same  preferment,  once  in  1665,  when  the  lord  chan- 
cellor Clarendon  refused  to  pot  th§  seal  to  the  grant,  be-^ 
cause  it  could  be  held  only  by  a  clergyman,  and  now  when 
the  privy-conncil  came  to  the  same  determination.  ^  Dr. 
Cradock,  who  was  admired  in  his  own  time  for  his  uncom- 
mon talents,  great  copiousness  and  vivacity  in  preaching, 
is  scarce  known  to  the  present  day,  except  by  the  high 
character  given  of  him  by  his  contemporaries,  and  two  ex- 
cellent sermons:  one  on  Providence,  preached  before 
Charles  II.  by  whose  command  it  was  pritited  :  it  has  since 
passed  through  several  editions  :  the  other  ^*  On  the  great 
end  and  design  of  Christianity,^'  was  printed  some  years 
after  bis  death,  which  happened  Oct.  1 6,  1695,  when  he 
was  interred  in  the  college  chapel.  ^ 

CRAIG  (SiH  James  Henry),  a  brave  officer,  was  of  a 
respectable  Scottish  family,  the  Ccaigs  of  Dalnairand  Cos- 
tarton;  and  born  in  1748  at  Gibraltar,  where  his  father 
held  the  appointments  of  civil  and  military  judge.  He  en- 
tered the  army  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  ;  and  in  a  season- 
of  peace  he  imbibed  the  elementary  knowledge  of  his  pro- 
fesnon  in  the  best  military  schools  of  th^  continent.  In 
1770,  he  was  appointed  aid-de-camp  to  general  sir  Hobert 
Boyd,  then  governor  of  Gibraltar,  and  obtained  a  company 
in  the  47th  regiment,  with  which  he  went  K>  America  in' 
1774,  and  was  present  at  the  battles  of  Lexington  and' 
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'Btinker's-bill,  in  which  latter  engagement  he  was  severely 
wounded.     In  1776,  he  accompanied  his  regiment  to  Ca- 
nada,   commanding  his  company  in  the  action  of  Trois 
Rivieres,   and   he  afterwards   commanded  the    advanced 
guard  of  the  army  in  the  expulsion  of  the  rebels  from  that 
province.     In  1777  he  was  engaged  in  the  actions  at  Ti- 
conderago  and  Hubertown,  in  the  latter  of  which  engage- 
ments he  was  again  severely  wounded.     Ever  in  a  position 
of  honourable  danger,  he  received  a  third  wound  in  the 
action  at  Freeman's  Farm.     He  ^as  engaged  in  the  disas- 
trous affair  at  Saratoga,  and  wtis  then  distinguished  by  ge- 
Derial  Burgoyhe,  and  the  brave  Fraser,  who  fell  in  that 
action,  as  a  young  officer  who  promised  to  attain  to  the 
rery  height  of  the  military  career.     On  thaf:  occasion  he 
wais  selected  by  general  Burgoyne  to  carry  home  the  dis- 
patches, and  was  immediately  thereafter  promoted  to  a 
majority  in  the  new  82d  regiment,  which  he  accompanied 
to  Nova  Scotia  in  1778,  to  Penobscot  in  1779,  and  to  North 
Carolina  in  1781  ;  being  engaged  in  a  continued  scene  of 
active  service  during  the  whole  of  those  campaigns,  and 
generally  commanding  the  light  troops,  with  orders  to  act 
from  his  own  discretion,  on  which  his  superiors  in  com- 
mand relied  with  implicit  confidence.     In  a  service  of  this 
kind,  the  accuracy  of  his  intelligence^  the  fertility  of  his 
resources,  and  the  clearness  of  his  military  judgment,  were 
alike  conspicuous,  and  drew  on  him  the  attention  of  his 
sovereign,  who  noted  him  as  an  officer  of  the  highest  pro- 
mise.    In   1781,  he  obtained  the  lieutenant-colonelcy  of 
the  82d  regiment,  and  in  1783  that  of  the  16th,  which  he 
commanded  in  Ireland  till  1791,  having  been  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  colonel  in  1790.     In  1782,  he  went  to  the  con- 
tinent for  the  purpose  of  instructing  himself  in  the  disci- 
pline of  the  Prussian  army,  at  that  time  esteemed  the  most 
perfect  in  Europe ;  and  in  a  correspondence  with  general 
sir  D.  Dundas,  communicated  the  result  of  his  knowledge 
to  that  most  able  tactician,  from  whose  professional  scietice^ 
his  country  has  derived  so  much  advantage  in  the  first  im- 
provement of  the  disciplinary  system ;  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  first  experiments  of  the  new  exercise  were,  by  his 
majesty's  orders,  reduced  to  the  test  of  practice,  under 
the  eye  of  colonel  Craig,  in  the  16th  regiment.     In  1793 
he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  Jersey,  and  soon 
thereafter  of  Guernsey,  as  lieutenant-governor.     In  1794 
he  was  appointed  adjutant^general  to  the  army  under  bis 
Vol*  X.  G  G 
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royal  highness  the  dake  of  York,  by  whose  side  he  served 
during  the  whole  of  that  campaign  on  the  continent,  and 
whose  favour  and  confidence  he  enjoyed  to  the  latest  mo- 
ment of  his  life.     In  1794  he  obtained  the  rank  of  major- 
general,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  he 
was  sent  on  the  expedition  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
where,  in  the  reduction  and  conquest  of  that  most  impor- 
tant settlement,  with  the  co-operation  of  admiral  sir  G.  K. 
Elphinstone,  and  major-gen.  Clark,  he  attained  to  the  highest 
pitch  of  his  military  reputation,  and  performed  that  signal 
service  to  his  kini;^  and  country,  o(  which  the  n^mory  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  national  annals.     Nor  were  liis  merits 
less  conspicuous  in  the  admirable  plans  of  civil  regulation, 
introduced  by  him  in  that  hostile  quarter,  .wheo  invested 
with  the  chief  authority,  civil  and  military,  as  governor  of 
the  Cape,  till  succeeded  in  that  situation  by  the  eari  of 
Macartney,  in  1797,  who,  by  a  deputation  from  his  majesty, 
invested  general  Craig  with  the  red  ribbon,  as  an  honour- 
able mark  of  his  sovereign's  just  sense  of  his  distinguished 
services.     Sir  James  Craig  had  scarcely  returned  to  Eng- 
land, when  it  was  his  majesty's  pleasure  to  require  his  services 
on  the  staff  in  India.    On  bis  arrival  at  Madras,  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  an  expedition  against  Manilla, 
which  not  taking  place,  be  proceeded  to  Bengal,  and  took 
the  field  service.     During  a  five  years  command  in  India, 
his  attention  and  talents  were  unremittingly  exerted  to  the 
improvement  of  the  discipline  of  the  Indian  army,  and  to 
the  promotion  of  that  harmonious  co-operation  between  its 
different  constituent  parts,  on  which  not  onl^  the  military 
strength,  but  the  civil  arrangement  of  that  portion  of  the 
British  empire  so  essentially  depend.     January  1801,  sir 
James  Craig  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  returned  to  England  in  1S02.     He  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  eastern  district,  and  re- 
mained in  England  till  1805,  when,  uotwitbstanding  his 
constitution  was  much  impaired  by  a  long  train  of  most 
active  and  fatiguing  service,  he  was  appointed  by  his  sove- 
reign to  take  the  command  of  the  British  troops  in  the 
Mediterranean.  He  proceeded  to  Lisbon,  Gibraltar,  Malta^ 
and  from  thence  to  Naples,  to  act  in  co-operation  with  th^ 
Russian  army.     But  these  plans  being  frustrated  by  the 
event  of  the  battle  of  Austerlitz,  sir  James  withdrew  the 
troops   from  Naples  to  Messina,  in  Sicily.     During  the 
whole  period  of  bis  com^uand  in  the  Mpditerranean,  b^ 
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had  suffered  severely  from  that  malady  which  terminated 
his  life, — a  dropsy,  proceeding  from  an  organic  affection 
of  the  liver;  and  feeling  his  disease  sensibly  gaining 
ground,  he  returned,  with  his  sovereign's  permission,  to 
England  in  1805.  A  temporary  abatement  of  his  disorder 
flattering  him  with  a  prospect  of  recovery,  and  being  un- 
able to  reconcile  his  mind  to  a  situation  of  inactivity,  be 
once  more  accepted  of  an  active  command  from  th^  choice 
of  his  sovereign  ;  and  in  1808,  on  the  threatening  appear- 
ance of  hostilities  with  the  United  American  States,  was 
§ent  out  to  Quebec,  as  governor  in  chief  of  British  Anie- 
rica.  The  singular  union  of  vigour  and  prudence,  which 
distinguished  his  government  in  that  most  important  official 
situation,  are  so  recently  impressed  on  the  public  mind,  aa 
to  need  no  detail  in  this  place.  His  merits  were  avowed 
and  felt  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  :  and  as  they  proved 
the  termination,  so  they  will  ever  be  felt  as  throwing  the 
highest  lustre  on  the  whole  train  of  his  public  services.  His 
constitution  being  now  utterly  enfeebled  by  a  disease  which 
precluded  all  hope  of  recovery,  he  returned  to  England  in 
July  1811. — Within  three  weeks  of  his  death  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  sceneral.  He  looked  forward  with 
manly  fortitude  to  his  approaching  dissolution,  and  in 
January  IS  12,  ended  a  most  honourable  and  useful  career 
by  an  easy  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  * 

CRAIG  (James),  M.  A.  a  Scotch  clergyman,  was  born 
at  Gifford  in  East  Lothian  168,2,  and  educated  in  the  uni- 
rersity  of  Edinburgh,  took,  his  degrees,  and  was  ordained 
minister  at  Yester,  where  he  continued  some  years  till  hq 
was  removed  to  Haddington.  During  the  time  he  was 
minister  at  Yester,  he  wrote  a  volume  of  "  Divine  Poems," 
which  have  gone  through  two  editions,  and  are  much  es* 
teemed.  In  1732  he  was  translated  to  Edinburgh,  and 
was  much  followed  as  one  of  the  most  popular  preachers  in 
that  city.  While  he  was  at  Edinburgh,  he  published  three 
volumes  of  "  Sermons,'*  in  8vo,  chiefly  on  the  principal 
heads  of  Christianity;  but  they  are  now  become  scarce* 
He  died  at  Edinburgh  in  1744,  aged  62.* 

CRAIG  (John),  a  learned  mathematician,  was  a  native 
of  Scotland,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  well  known 
for  many  papers  recorded  in  the  Philosophicj^l  Transac- 

1  Memoir  published  Ust  year  in  the  various  periodical  works. 
s  I<ast  edition  of  ibis  Dictiouary* 
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tioiM,  and  in  tbe  Acta  Eruditorum.  He  had  a  controversy 
with  BemooilU,  in  which  Leibnitz  took  the  part  of  Craig. 
He  made  his  name^  however,  famous  chiefly  by  a  pani* 
phlet  of  36  pages,  4to,  entitled  <*  Theologiee  Christiana^ 
principia  mathematical*'  printed  at  London  in  1699,  and 
reprinted  at  Leipsic  in  1755,  with  a  preface  upon  the  life 
and  works  of  Craig.  The  author  calculates  the  force  and 
diminution  of  the  probability  of  things.  He  establishes, 
as  his  fundamental  proposition,  that  whatever  we  believe 
upon  the  testimony  of  men,  inspired  or  uninspired,  is 
nothing  more  than  probable.  He  then  proceeds  to  sup- 
pose, that  this  probability  diminishes  in  proportion  as  the 
distance  of  time  from  this  testimony  increases  :  and,  by 
means  of  algebraical  calculations,  he  finds  at  length,  that 
the  probability  of  the  Christian  religion  will  last  only  1454 
yesurs  from  the  date  of  his  book ;  but  will  be  nothing  after- 
wards, unless  Jesus  Christ  should  prevent  the  annihilation 
of  it  by  his  second  coming,  as  he  prevented  the  annihila- 
tion of  the  Jewish  religion  by  his  first  coming.  Some  in 
Germany  and  France  have  seriously  refuted  these  learned 
reveries. .  The  time  of  his  death  is  not  known.  ^ 

CRAIG  (Nicholas),  Cragius,  was  born  in  1549,  at 
Ripen,  and  was  regent  of  the  school  of  Copenhagen  in 
1576.  He  married  two  years  after  this,  and  then  set  out 
on  his  travels  over  Europe.  On  his  return,  he  found  at  his 
house  two  children  that  did  npt  belong  to  him,  which  he 
got  rid  of,  together  with  their  mother,  by  dissolving  his 
marriage ;  and  then,  forgetting  his  disaster,  he  married 
again.  His  turn  for  business  procured  him  the  manage- 
ment of  several  important  negociations,  which  he  termi- 
nated much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  king  of  Denmark. 
He  died  in  1602,  at  the  age  of  61,  leaving  a  Latin  work 
in  high  repute,  on  the  republic  of  the  Lacedemonians, 
**  De  Republica  LacedsBmoniorum,**  first  printed  iu  1592, 
and  then  at  Leyden  in  1670,  8vo,  and  the  annals  of  Den- 
mark, ^'  Annalium  libri  Sex,*'  from  the  death  of  Frederic  L 
to  the  y6ar  1550,  Copenhagen,  1737,  folio,  a  reprint.  He 
was  the  author  also  of  a  "  Latin  Grammar,"  1578  ;  **  Titi 
^  Livii  Patavini  sententiose  dicta,''  with  sentences  taken  from 

Sallust ;  and  ^^  Differentia  Ciceronis,"  1389,  of  which  last^* 
however^  he  is  thought  to  have  been  only  the  editor.^ 

1  Last  edition  of  thu  Dicttonaryl-^Rees's  Cyclopaedia. 
*  Moreri.— Chaufepie, — Saxii  ODomaiticon. 


CRAIG.  4SS 

.  CRAIG  (Sir  Thomas),  was  born  at  Edinburgh  in  1548, 
and  studied  the  civil  law  in  the  university  of  Paris.  While 
very  young,  he  was  called  to  the  bar  as  an  advocate  in  tlie 
court  of  session  :  his  practice  at  the  bar  was  great,  and  he 
was  treated  with  every  mark  of  re§pect'  by  his  countrymen ; 
and  when  on  a  visit  to  London,  he  was  knighted  by  king 
James.  Being  well  skilled  in  British  and  European  anti- 
quities, he  wrote  a  learned  treatise  on  the  feudal  law,  en- 
.titled  "  Jus  Feudale,"  which  is  still  in  very  great  esteem. 
In  1535  he  vvrotc  a  treatise  on  the  sovereignty  of  Scotland-, 
which  was  translated  into  very  bad  English  by  Ridpath  in 
1675.  In  1602  he  wrote  a  large  treatise  in  folio  to  prove 
the  legality  of  James's  succession  to  the  crown  of  England 
on  the  death  of  queen  Elizabeth.  His  book  on  the  feudal 
law  is  esteemed  all  over  Enghind  and  thte  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, and  often  quoted  both  by  historians  and  lawyers.  If 
others  have  excelled  him  in  general  researches  and  abstract 
speculation,  few  have  united  such  practical  utility  with  a 
profound  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  feudal  system. 
He  died  at  Edinburgh  1608,  aged  60.* 

CRAIG  (William),  a  divine  of  the  church  of  Scotland, 
was  the  son  of  a  merchant  in  Glasgow,  where  he  was  born 
in  February  1 709  ;  and  in  the  seminaries  of  education  in 
that  city,  he  began  and  prosecuted  his  studies.  At  college 
he  distinguished  himself  by  his  early  taste  and  uncommon 
proficiency  in  classical  learning ;  and  received  great  assist* 
ance  and  encouragement  from  his  kinsman  the  rev.  JVIr. 
Clerk,  of  Neilston  in  Renfrewshire.  The  moral  philosophy 
of  the  ancients  engaged  his  attention  in  a  particular 
manner :  and  the  moral  writers  of  Greece  and  Rome  were 
his  favourite  authors.  By  the  attentive  perusal  of  their 
works,  and  of  the  moral  poets  of  antiquity,  he  had  com- 
mitted to  his  memory  a  great  number  of  their  most  striking 
passages,  and  used  to  apply  them  occasionally,  in  the 
company  of  his  select  friends, ^ with  great  ease,  judgment, 
and  ingenuity.  In  this  he  had  an  excellent  example  in  the 
practice  of  bis  friend  and  instructor,  the  justly-'Celebrated 
Dr.  Hutcheson,  who  was  elected  to  the  pi*ofessorship  of 
moral  philosophy  in  the  university  of  Glasgow  about  the 
time  that  Craig  had  nearly  finished  his  theological  and  phi- 
losophical course.  With  this  amiable  and  eminent  philo- 
sopher he  was  early   and  intimately  connected.     Com* 

1  Moreri.— Lainf'«  Hist,  of  Scotland. 
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mehcing  preacher  in  1734,  his  philosophical  monitor  em* 
braced  every  opportunity  of  hearing  him;  and  with  a 
frankness  which  shewed  the  opinion  he  entertained  of  the 
candour  and  abilities  of  his  disciple,  he  offered  such  re- 
marks on  his  sermons  as  he  thought  necessary.  He  par- 
ticularly admonished  him  against  a  propensity  to  which 
young  clergymen  of  ability  are  very  liable,  of  indulging 
themselves  in  abstruse  and  philosophical  disquisition.  He 
advised,  because  he  knew  he  was  able  to  follow  the  advice, 
to  preach  to  and  from  the  heart.  H^  did  so.  Habitually 
pious,  ardently  devout,  and  deeply  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  those  who  listened  to  his  instruction,  he  delivered 
himself  with  genuine  and  becoming  earnestness.  This  was 
the  spirit  that  directed  his  manner,  which  was  solemn,  yet 
animated ;  earnest,  but  correct ;  and  though  correct,  not 
ft>rmal. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a  preacher  of  such  eminence, 
especially  at  a  time  when  this  mode  of  preaching  was  rare, 
ahould  remain  unknown  or  unnoticed.     He  soon  received  a 
presentation  from   Mr.  Lockhart  of  Cambusnetban,  to  be 
minister  of  that  parish  ;  and  settled  there  in  the  year  1 737. 
About  this  time  great  opposition  was  made  by  the  people 
of  Scotland,  and  particularly  by  those  of  Clydesdale,  to 
the  manner  of  appointing  ministers  by  presentations  from 
hty-patrons,  and  Mr.  Craig  encountered  consideralile  op* 
position.     Zealous,  however,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty, 
and  hoping,  in  the  conscious  ardour  of  his  endeavours,  to 
reconcile   his  parishioners   to  that   system  of  instruction 
vrhich  he  thought  best  suited  to  their  condition,  an4  most 
consistent  with  Christianity,  he  refused  a  presentation  to  a 
church  in  Airshire,  offered  him   by  Mr.  Montgomery  of 
Coilsfield;  and  another  offered  him  by  the  amiable  but 
unfortunate  earl  of  Kilmarnock.     At  length  he  accepted  of 
a  presentation  to  a  church  in  Glasgow,  the  place  of  his 
nativity,    where  most  of  his  relations  resided,  where  be 
could   have  opportunities  of  conversing  with  his  literary 
friends,  and  where  the  field  for  doing  good  was  more  ex- 
tensive.    He  was  first  appointed  minister  of  the  Wynd- 
church  in  that  city  :  and,  after  the  building  of  St.  Andrew's 
church,  one  of  the  most  elegant  places  of  public  worship 
in  Scotland,  he  was  removed  thither.     His  audience  was 
at  no  time  so  numerous,  but  especially  during  the  la^t  five- 
and-twenty  years  of  bis  life,  as  those  who  valued  good 
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obmposition  and  liberality  of  sentiment  apprehended  that 
he  deserved. 

Craig  about  this  time  married  the  daughter  of  Mr.  An- 
derson, a  considerable  merchant  in  Glasgow.  She  livetf 
with  him  sixteen  years  ;  and  by  her  he  had  several  chil- 
dren ;  two  of  whom,  namely,  William,  an  eminent  lavvyer 
at  the  Scottish  bar,  and  John,  a  merchant  in  Glasgow, 
survived  their  father.  Biit  the  excellent  understanding 
and  amiable  dispositions  of  his  wife,  vvliich  rendered  his 
married  state  happy,  contributed,  by  their*  painful  reccd- 
lection,  to  embittef  the  snfFferings  of  his  dreclining  age; 
She  died  in  1758  ;  and  though  he  afterwards  formed  a  very 
bappy  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Gilbert  Kennedy, 
esq.  of  Auchtifardel,  he  scarcely  ever  recovered  the  shocK 
of  his  first  separation.  Several  years  before  he  died,  his 
strength  and  health 'gradually  declined  ;  his  spirits  were 
overwhelmed  with  melancholy ;  he  seemed  to  have  lost  the 
power  of  enjoying  happiness ;  no  amusement  could  relievie 
his  depressions ;  he  lamented  that  he  was  become  useless ; 
and  that  he  felt,  not  only  his  body,  but  the  faculties  of  his 
soul  impaired.  His  sufferings  were  heightened  by  martiy 
additional  afflictions;  particularly  by  the  death  of  his  son 
Alexander,  a  very  agreeable  young  man,  who  had  been 
bred  a  merchant,  but  who  was  strongly  inclined  to  the 
study  of  poHte  literature :  and  soon  after  by  the  death  of 
his  second  wife,  whose  affectionate  assiduities  had  been 
invariably  employed  in  endeavouring  to  solace  and  support 
his  infirmities.  In  this  state  of  feebleness  and  dejection, 
notwithstanding  the  unwearied  attention  of  his  surviving 
sons,  he  continued  to  languish:  and,  at  length,  in  1784, 
in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age,  he  was  released  by  ah 
easy  death.  Great  sensibility  seems  to  have  given  the  ge- 
neral and  prevailing  colour' to  his  character.  It  rendered 
his  piety  devout,  his  benevolence  tender,  and  his  friends 
ship  affectionate.  In  the  culture  of  his  understanding  it 
inclined  him  to  those  studies  that  please  by  their  beautiful 
imagery,  or  touch  the  heart  with  agreeable  feelings.  He 
was  therefore  very  early  addicted  to  classical  learning;  and 
cherished  those  views  of  religion  that  represent  both  God 
and  man  in  a  favourable  light.  Such  sentiments  and  pro- 
pensities, though  not  altt)gether  singular  at  the  time  that 
he  commenced  his  studies,  were,  however,  so- rare  among 
students  of  theology,  that,  spes^ing  figuratively,  we  may 
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call  them  singular.  But  singularity  of  disposition  or  opi«* 
nion  is  usually  disliked  or  opposed.  The  man  (^  fortitude 
and  strong  nerves  encounters  the  opposition ;  and  either 
makes  converts,  or,  by  a  bold  authoritative  tone,  though 
he  fails  to  conciliate  affection,  imposes  respect.  But  t^e 
man  of  extreme  sensibility,  yielding  to  his  native  bias,  is 
afraid  of  the  struggle,  declines  the  contest ;  and,  except- 
ing in  the  retirements  of  confidential  friendship,  not  only 
appears,  but  really  becomes  shy'  and  reserved.  This  dis* 
position  is  nearly  allied  to  modesty,  and  even  humbleness 
of  mind ;  yet  the  appearance  of  distance  it  so  often  as* 
sumes,  is  misrepresented  by  the  undiscerning  multitude  ; 
and,  by  a  violent  misapplication  of  terms,  is  misconstrued 
into  pride.  Effects  almost  of  an  opposite  appearance  are 
produced  by  the  same  principle,  yet  tend  in  their  final 
issue  to  confirm  this  mistaken  reserve.  The  man  of  sensi- 
bility, conscious  of  powers,  exerts  them  ;  and,  conscious 
of  his  own  candour,  expects  suitable  returns.  He  is  dis- 
appointed. The  observation  of  men  is  otherwise  engaged : 
accidental  circumstances,  and  other  causes  than  such  as. 
ari«e  from  perversion  of  mind,  carry  away  their  attention 
from  the  merit  that  claims  and  deserves  their  notice.  Of 
these  the  man  of  shy  and  retired  sensibility  is  not  aware ; 
he  becomes  still  more  cautious  in  his  intercourse  with  man- 
kind ;  more  shy,  and  more  retired.  But  Craig,  under  the 
sacred  shade,  and  in  the  retirements  of  intimate  and  con- 
fidential friendship,  was  unreserved,  open,  and  even  ar- 
dent. The  spirit  of  real  enjoyment,  with  which  in  his 
better  days  he  engaged  in  familiar  and  literary  conversation 
vdth  his  friends,  displayed  the  most  interesting  view  of  his 
character.  Conversations  on  the  merits  of  elegant  authors, 
both  ancient  and  modern,  but,  above  all,  the  liberal  dis- 
cussion of  moral  and  religious  topics,  were  the  joy  of  his 
90ul.  On  these  occasions,  his  eyes,  naturally  animated, 
sparkled  with  additional  lustre ;  his  voice,  naturally  mu- 
sical, became  delightfully  mellow;  his  features  brightened, 
for  his  heart  glowed.  These  were  blessed  intervals,  anti- 
cipations, perhaps,  of  what  he  now  enjoys.  By  degrees, 
this  glowing  mood  became  tinged  with  melancholy :  at  first 
it  was  amiable  and  intisresting ;  but  became  at  last  dis-^. 
tressful.  The  sensibility  which  gave  him  such  moments  of 
rapture,  had  not,  perhaps,  been  duly  managed  ;.and  con- 
tribuited  to  or. occasioned  his  sufferings.  It  had  rendered 
bim  averse  to  indiscriminate' society,  and  thus  precluded 
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hind  from  many  innocent  means  of  relieving  the  lassitade,' 
or  alteviasing  the  weight  of  declining  age.  It  quickened 
his  sense  of  misfortune,  and  rendered  bis  aifliction  for  the 
loss  of  friends  too  poignant.  It  overwhelmed  him  with  too 
much  sorrow,  if  at  any  time  he  apprehended  that  the  af- 
fection of  those  in  whose  love  he  trusted  had  suffered 
change.  His  sense  of  deity  was  strong  and  lively.  Even 
though  the  dejection  and  the  despondency  of  affliction 
might  at  times  have  brought  a  gloomy  clotid  between  him 
and  the  radiance  of  heaven,  the  cloud  was  transient :  his 
religious  opinions^  founded  not  merely  on  feeling,  but  on 
conviction,  were  permanent :  and  even  in  the  earlier  pe- 
riods of  his  life  he  often  lamented  that  men  of  worth  and 
integrity  were  not  pious  ;  and  though  they  performed  many 
charitable  and  disinterested  actions  from  very  laudable 
motives,  y^t  that  their  conduct  did  not  seem  to  be  founded 
on  any  principles  of  religion,  it  might  be  friendship,  it 
might  be  compassion,  it  might  be  beneficence;  but  it 
wanted  those  aids,  those  supports  and  comforts,  which 
alone  could  arise  from  hope  and  trust  in  God.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  say  of  such  a  character,  that  he  was  just,  cha- 
ritable, and  temperate.  His  virtues  were  those  of  a  Chris- 
tian, his  failings  were  those  incident  to  the  weakness  of 
human  nature;  and  his  sufferings  were  occasioned,  or 
much  aggravated  by  his  feelings.  * 

CRAKANTHORPE  (Richard),  originated  from  a  gen^ 
tleman's  family  at  Strickland  in  Westmoreland,  where  he 
was  bom  in  1567,  and  in  1583  was  admitted  in  Queen's 
college  in  Oxford^  of  which  he  obtained  a  fellowship  in 
1598.  He  was  esteemed  a  celebrated  preacher  and  a 
deep  controversial  divine,  and  was  particularly  admired  by 
the  puritans.  When  king  James  I.  sent  the  lord  Evers  am- 
bassador to  the  emperor,  Mr.  Crak^nthorpe  went  along  with 
him  in  1 603  as  chaplain  ;  and  upon  his  return  he  was  chap- 
lain to  Dr.  Ravis,  bishop  of  London,  and  presented  to  the 
rectory  of  Black  Notley,  near  Braintry  in  Essex.  He  had 
the  reputation  of  a  general  scholar,  was  a  considerable 
canonist,  and  perfectly  acquainted  with  ecclesiastical  an- 
tiquity and  scholastic  divinity.  He  died  in  1624,  at  his 
rectory  of  Black-Notley.  His  works  are,  1.  "Justinian 
the  emperor  defended  against  cardinal  Baronius,''  1616, 
♦to.  2.  "  lotroductio  in  Metaphysicam,  lib.  4."  Oxon.  1619, 

'  BJQg.  Brit,  written  by  profei&or  Ricbardsien. 
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•8vo;  Lond.  1641,  4to.  3.  "  A  Defence  of  Constantme^ 
with  a  treatise  of  the  pope's  Temporal  Monarchy,"  Lond. 
1621,  4to.     4.  ^*  Defensio  ecclesias  AngHcanae  contra  M. 

Anton,  de  Dominis  archiepisc.  Spalatensis  injurias,*^  Lond^ 
1625,  4to;  this  book  has  the  character  of  a  most  exact 
piece  of  controversy.  5.  **  Vigilius  dormitans ;  or,  a  trea- 
tise of  the  5th  general  council  held  at  Constantinople,  ann. 
553,'*  Lond.  16:*!,  fol.  6.  "  Logicse  libri  quinque,'*  LonA 
1622;  Ox.  1677,  4to.  7.  "  TracUtus  de  providentia,'* 
Camb.  1622,  4to;  with  several  sermons,  and  some  "con* 
troversial  MSS.  left  behind  him,  a  part  of  which  are  rn 
Queen's  college  library.' 

CRAMER  (Daniel),  a  learned  protestant  divine,  was 
born  at  Retz  in  the  new  march  of  Brandenburgh,  Jan.  20, 
1568,  where  his  father  was  pastor  of  the  church,  and  for 
some  time  superintended  his  education.  In  1581  he  was 
sent  to  Lansberg,  where  he  was  educated  in  Greek  and 
Latin  by  J.  M.  Capito,  and  afterwards  pursued  his  studies 
at  other  seminaries,  particularly  Rostock,  whei^  he  ap*- 
plied  to  philosophy  and  mathematics  under  Dr.  Duncan 
Liddel,  a  learned  native  of  Scotland,  and  Gotschovius. 
Under  the  presidentship  of  Dr.  Liddel  he  defended  a  thesis 
on  the  organon  of  Aristotle  with  great  applause,  and  lec- 
tured on  the  ethics  to  some  of  his*  fellow-students.  About 
this  time,  1590,  the  son  of  the  prime  minister  of  Denmark, 
Rosenkranzy  being  at  Rostock  for  his  education,  Cramer 

^  was  appointed  his  tutor,  and  afterwards  accompanied  him 
to  Denmark,  and  to  the  university  of  Wiitemberg ;  here 
he  was  appointed  professor  of  logic,  and  superintendant  of 
the  scholars  who  were  exhibitioners.  From  hence,  being 
invited  to  Stettin,  he  was  made  first  dean,  and  professor, 
and  assessor  of  the  consistory.  In  1.597  he  was  appointed 
pastor  at  Marienkirk,  and  inspector  of  the  college.  In 
1598  he  received  the  degree  of  doctor  of  divinity  at  Wit- 
temberg,  where  Moreri,  blunderingly,  makes  him  die  in 
the  following  year :  on  the  contrary,  after  refusing  many 
preferments,  he  remained  here  until  Oct.  5,  1637, on  which 
day  he  died,  in  his  sixty-ninth  year.  His  works,  both  in 
Latin  and  German,  are  very  numerous.  Freher  has  given 
9  complete  list,  in'  which  we  find  several  treatises  on  Aris- 
totle, "  Emblematum  Sacrorum  Decades  X."  with  plates, 
$ind    Latin,  German,    Italian  and   French  verses,*^    8vo. ; 

»  Ath.  Ox.  Tol.  l.-^FaUef's  Worthies. 
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« Isagoge  ad  libros  Propheticos  et  Apostolicos/'  8vo;  "  Ar- 
bor haerjeticae  consanguinitatis,"  a  history  of  heresies^,  di- 
vided into  four  classes,  4to;  and  various  controversial  works 
in  favour  of  the  Lutheran  opinions.  * 

CRAMER  (Gabriel),  an  eminent  mathematician,  was 
born  at  Geneva,  in    1704,  and  became  -a  pupil  of  John 
Bernouilli,  and  a  professor  of  mathematics  at  the  age  o£ 
nineteen.     He  was  known  all  over  Europe,  and  was  of  the 
academies   of  London,    Berlin,    Montpellier,    Lyons,  and 
Bologna.     He  died  in  1752,  worn  out  with  study,  at  the 
baths  of  Languedoc,  whither  he  had  repaired  for  the  re- 
covery of  his  health.     He  made  a  most  important  and  in* 
terestiug  collection  of  the  works  of  James  and  John  Ber- 
nouilli,  which  was  published    1743,  under  bis  inspection^ 
in  6  vols.  4to,  and  he  had  before  bestowed  no  less  pains 
on  an  edition  of  Christopher  Wolf's  "  Elementa  universe 
naatheseos,"  Genev.  1732 — 1741,  5  vols.  4to.      The  only 
M^rk  be  published   of  his  own  was  an  excellent  ^^  Intro- 
duction to  the  Theory  of  Curve  lines,"  1750,  4to.    L'Avo- 
cat  says  he  was  an  universal  genius,  a  living  Encyclopsedia) 
and  a  man  of  pious  and  exemplary  conduct.     His  family 
appears  to  have  been  numerous  and  literary.     There  was 
another  Gabriel  Cramer,  probably  his  father,  who  was 
born  at  Geneva,  1641,  rose  to  be  senior  of  the  faculty 
of  medicine,  died  in   1724,  and  left  a  son,  John  Isaac, 
who  took  the  degree  of  doctor  in  1696,  succeeded  to  his 
practice,  and  published  an  "  Epitome  of  Anatomy,"  and 
a  "  Dissertation  on  Diseases  of  tlie  Liver,"  left  by  bis  fa- 
ther.    Also,  *•  Thesaurus  secretorum  curiosorura,  in  quo 
curiosa,  ad  omnes  corporis  humani,  tucn  internos  turn  e:s- 
ternos,    morbos   curandos,    &c.  continentur,"    1709,    4to. 
He  again  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  John  Andrew  Cra- 
mer, who  rendered  himself  famed  by  his  skill  in  mine- 
ralogy and  chemistry  ;  and  published  at  Leyden,  in  1739, 
2  vols.  8vo,  "  Elementa  Artis  Docimasticae."     It  was  re- 
printed in  1744j  and  again  translated  into  French,  in  1755. 
He  wrote  also  a  treatise  on  the  management  of  forests  and 
timber,  and    gave   public  lectures  on  Assaying,    both  in 
Holland   and   England.     He  died  Dec.  6,   1777.     In  bis 
person  he  was  excessively  slovenly,  in  his  temper  irritable, 
auid  when  dispXites  occurred,  not  very  delicate  in  his  Ian** 
guage.^  ' 

*  Ft-cheri  Theatnim. — Moreri*  «  Diet,  Hist. — Rees's  Cyclopadia, 
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CRAMER  (John  Andrew),  of  another  family,  a  Gerinart 
divine  and  poet,  doctor  and  professor  of  divinity  at  the 
univensity  of  Kiel,  was  born  in  1723,  at  Jostadt,  near  Au« 
naberg.  He  was  educated  at  Leipsic,  where  he  made 
great  proficiency  in  learning,  but  was  soon  under  the  ne- 
cessity  of  employing  his  talents  to  defray  the  expences  of 
the  university,  which  he  did  partly  in  teaching,  and  partly 
in  translating  for  the  booksellers.  He  soon,  however,  ac- 
quired great  reputation,  and  in  1750  was  invited  to  Co- 
penhagen, where  he  became  court-chaplain.  In  1765  he 
was  appointed  professor  of  divinity  in  the  university  of 
Copenhagen,  and  in  1773  was  appointed  to  the  same  office 
in  the  university  of  Kiel,  where  he  died  June  12,  1738: 
He  ranks  as  an  orator,  historian,  poet,  and  translator,  but 
his  countrymen  distinguish  him  principally  as  an  historian, 
and  a  poet.  His  translation  of,  and  additions  to  Bossiiet's 
i  -<<  Introduction  to  Universal  History,"  bespeak  the  highest 

k/         talents,  and  his  translation  of  the  ^^  Psalms"    is  said  to 
•  breathe  the  true  spirit  of  Oriental  poetry.     His  two  lyric 

odes  of  "  David"  and  "  Luther"  are  excellent ;  and,  though 
inferior  to  Klopstock  and  Ramler  in  spirit,  he  far  sur- 
passes them  in  versification  and  ease.  His  principal  works 
1 .  are  :  1.  "  A  Translation  of  the  Sermons  of  St.  Chrysostom, 
with  an  Introduction  and  Remarks,"  ten  parts,  Leipsic, 
1748 — 51.  2.  Bossuet's  Introduction,  with  additions,  ibid. 
1748 — 72.  3.  Poetical  Translaiion  of  the  "  Psalms,"  in 
four  parts,  ibid.  1762 — 64.  4.  "  Gospel  Imitation  of  the 
Psalms  of  David,  and  other  holy  songs,"  Copenhagen, 
1769.  5.  "  Luther,"  an  ode,  1771.  6.  **  Melancthon," 
an  ode.  He  was  also  concerned  with  Klopstock  in  pub- 
lishing the  "  Northern  Inspector,"  one  of  the  best  pe- 
,  riodical  publications  in  Germany.' 

CRAMER  (John  Rodolphus),  a  learned  protestant 
divine,  was  born  at  Elcau,  Feb.  14,  1678,  and  was  first 
instructed  in  classical  learning  by  his  father,  who  was  a 
pastor  of  the  reformed  church,  and*  who  intended  him  for 
the  medical  profession,  but  by  the  advice  of  his  brother, 
professor  of  the  oriental  lancruages  at  Zurich,  he  studied 
divinity,  after  the  death  o^  his  fatlier,  in  1693>  and  was 
admitted  into  the  ministry  in  1699.  The  sanrie  year  be  ac- 
companied his  brother  to  Herborn,  where  the  latter  had 

*  Diet.  Hist. — Charactere  Teutscher,  &c.  or  Character  of  German  Writer?, 
from  Cbarlemagne  to  1180,  Berlin,  HSl,  2  vols.  8v'o.— Rees's  Cyclopsitiia. — 
Saxii  Onomaf  ticon. 
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keen  appointed  professoir  of  divinity,  and  pursued  his 
studies  in  that  place  for  two  years,  under  the  ablest  pro- 
fessors. He  then  removed  to  Ley  den,  and  having  made 
great  progress  in  Hebrew  antiquities,  he  published  there, 
in  1702,  his  **  S.even  Dissertations  on  the  Hilcoth  Biccu- 
rim."  His  brother  dying  at  Zurich  the  same  year,  he 
wa^  unanimously  chosen  to  succeed  him  as  Hebrew  proV 
fessor,  and  on  Sept.  18,  he  opened  his  lectures  with  a  dis- 
course "  de  philologis  a  reformatione  in  schola  Tigurina 
Claris."  In  1705  he  was  appointed  to  teach  sacred  and 
profane  history,  and  the  year  following  succeeded  to  the 
Hebrew  professorship  in  the  superior  college.  In  1725  he 
succeeded  John  James  Lavater,  the  elder,  as  professor  of 
theology,  and  after  some  other  preferments,  the  duties  of 
which  appear  to  have  affected  his  health,  he  died  July  14, 
1737.  His  works  are  very  numerous:  1.  **  Decas  I'hesium 
Theologicarum,"  1704,  4to.  2.  "  Constitutiones  de  pri- 
mitivis  R.  Mosis  F.  Maimonis,  &c.  cum  versione  et  notis 
philologicis,"  Ley  den,  1702,  4to.  3.  "  De  Summa  prae- 
dicationis  apostolicae,  quod  Jesus  sit  Christus,"  1725,  4to. 
4.  "  De  genuina  indole  fidei  Jesum  ceu  Christum  reci- 
pientis,"  two  parts,  1726  and  1727,  4to.  5.  "  Disscr- 
tationes  Theolog.  VU.  de  benedictione  Mosis  in  tribum 
Levi  enunfciata,"  1725,  1736,  4to.  6.  '*  Positiones  theo- 
log. ex  pastorali  instructione  sancti  Pauli  ad  Titum  data," 
1727,  4to.  7.  "  Demonstratio  quibus  in  rebus  verae  reli- 
gionis  praestantia  ponenda  sit,"  1728.  8.  "  De  nonnullis 
Antichrist!  characteribus,"  1729,  4to..  He  published,  also, 
various  other  dissertations  in  Latin  and  German,  and  after 
his  death  appeared,  "  Meditatio  sacra  in  verba  S.  Pauli, 
qu8e-4eatitudinem  in  Domino  morientium  veram  ac  certam 
denionstrat,"  Zurich,  1737,  4to.  His  funeral  oration  was 
pronounced  by  Joh.n  James  Zimmerman.* 

CRANMER  (Thomas),  the  first  Protestant  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Cranmer,  esq.  and 
of  Agnes,  daughter  of^  Laurence  Hatfield,  ofWiHoughby, 
in  Nottinghamshire.  He  was  born  at  Aslacton,  in  that 
county,  July  2,  1489,  and  educated  in  grammar  learning, 
under  a  rude  and  severe  parish- clerk,  of  whom  he  learned 
little,  and  endured  much.  In  1503,  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen, he  was  admitted  into  Jesus  college,  in  Cambridge, 
of  which  he  became  fellow,  and  where  he  studied  such 
learning  as  the  times  afforded,  till  the  age  of  twenty-two. 

^  * 

J  Moreri. 


4G2  C  R  A  N  M  E  R. 

For  the  next  four  or  five  years  he  applied  himself  to  polite 
literature;  and  for  three  years  more,  to  the  study  of  the 
Scriptures.  After  he  was  M.  A.  he  married  a  gentlemaa^s 
daughter  named  Joan, .living  at  the  Dolphin,  opposite 
Jesus-lane,  and  having  by  this  match  lost  his  fellowship^ 
be  took  up  his  residence  at  the  Dolphin,  and  becUme 
reader  of  the  common  lecture  in,  Buckingham,  now  Mag- 
dalen college  ;  but  his  wife  dying  in  child -bed  within  a 
year,  he  was  again  admitted  fellow  of  Jesus  college.  Upon 
cardinal  Wolsey's  foundation  of  his  new  college  at  Oxford, 
Cranmer  was  nominated  to  he  one  of  the  fellows ;  but  he 
refused  the  offer,  or,  as  some  say,  was  on  the  road  to  Ox- 
ford, when  he  was  persuaded  to  return  to  Cambridge.  In 
1523,  he  was  made  D.  D.  reader  of  the  theological  lecture 
in  his  own  college ;  and  one  of  the  examiners  of  those  that 
took  the  degrees  in  divinity.  The  most  immediate  cause 
of  his  advancement  to  the  greatest  favour  with  king  Henry 
VIII.  and,  in  consequence  of  that,  to  the  highest  dignity 
in  the  church  of  England,  was  the  opinion  he  gave  in  the 
matter  of  that  king^s  divorce.  Having,  on  account  of  the 
plague  at  Cambridge,  retired  to  Waltham -abbey,  in  Essex^ 
to  the  house  of  one  Mr.  Cressy,  to  whose  wife  he  was  re^ 
lated,  and  whose  sons  were  his  pupils  at  the  university ; 
Edward  Fox,  the  king's  almoner,  and  Stephen  Gardiner, 
the  secretary,  happened  accidentally  to  cpme  to  that  house,, 
and  the  conversation  turning  upon  what  then  was  a  popular 
topic,  the  king's  divorce,  Cranmer,  whose  opinion  was 
asked,  said,  that  <<  it  would  be  much  better  to  have  this 
question,  *  whether  a  man  may  marry  his  brother's  wife^ 
or  no?'  decided  and  discussed  by  the  divines,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  word  of  God,  than  thus  from  year  tg.year 
prolong  the  time  by  having  recourse  to  the  pope ;  and  that 
this  might  be  done  as  well  in  England  in  the  universities^ 
here,  as  at  Rome,  or  elsewhere."  This  opinion  being 
communicated  by  Dr.  Fox  to  the  king,  his  majesty  ap- 
proved of  it  much ;  saying,  in  his  coarse  language,  that, 
Cranmer  "  had  the  sow  by  the  right  ear."  On  this,  Cran- 
mer was  sent  for  to  court,  made  the  king's  chaplain,, or- 
dered to  write  upon  the  subject  of  the  divorce,  furnished 
with  bopks  for  that  purpose,  and  placed  in  the  family  of 
Thomas  Boleyn,  earl  of  Wiltshire  and  Ormoud.  When  he 
had  finished  his  book,  he  went  to  Cambridge  to  dispute  upon 
that  pointy  and  brought  several  over  to  his  opinion,  which 
was,  that,  according  to  the  Scriptures^  general  councils^  and 
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ancient  writers,  the  pope  had  no  authority,  to  dispense  with 
the  word  of  God.  About  this  time  be  was  presented  to  a 
iiving,  and  made  archdeacon  of  Taunton.  In  1530  he  was 
«ent,  with  some  others,  into  France,  Italy,  and  Germaoy^ 
^to  discuss  the  affair  of  the  king's  marriage*.  At  Rome  he 
got  bis  book  presented  to  the  pope,  and  offered  to  dispute 
openly  against  the  validity  of  king  Henry's  marriage  ;  but 
no  one  chose  to  engage  him.  While  be  was  a.t  Rome,  the 
pope  constituted  him  his  pcenitentiary  throughout  England, 
Ireland,  and  Wales.  In  Germany  he  was  sol6  embassador 
on  the  same  affair;  and  in  1532  concluded  a  treaty  of  com* 
tnerce  between  England  and  the  Low  Countries.  He  was 
also  employed  on  an  embassy  to  the  <luke  of  Saxony,  and 
other  Protestant  princes.  During  his  residence  in  Ger^ 
many,  be  married  at  Nuremberg  a  second  wife,  named 
Anne,  niece  of  Osiander's  wiief.  Upon  the  death  of 
archbishop  Warham,  in  August  1532,  Cranmer  was  no-- 
minated  for  his  successor  ;  but,  holding  still  ,to  his  opinioii 
on  the  supremacy,  he  refused  to  accept  of  that  dignity, 
unless  he  was  to  receive  it  immediately  from  the  king, 
without  the  pope^s  intervention.  Before  his  consecration, 
the  king  so  far  engaged  him  in  the  business  of  his  divorce^ 
that  he  oiade  him  a  party  and  an  actor  almost  in  every  step 
ha  took  in  that  affair.  He  not  only  pronounced  the  sen-* 
tence  of  divorce  between  king  Henry  and  queen  Catherine, 
at  Dunstable,  May  the  23d,  1533,  but,  according  to  Par-- 
ker,  married  him  to  Anne  Boleyn  ;  although  lord  Herbert 
«ays  they  were  privately  married  by  Rowland  Lee,  after- 
wai:ds  bishop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  in  the  presence 
of  lady  Anne's  father,  mother,  and  brother,  Dr.  Cranmer, 
and  the  duke  of  Norfolk.     However  this  may  be,  on  March 


*  Mr.  Gilpin,  after  offering  some 
objections  to  the  readiness  with  which 
Cranmer  embarked  in  this  business,  his 
tkare  in  which  we  see  was  original ly 
owing  to  the  sense  and  spirit  with  which 
he  rejected  an  application  to  tie  pope> 
ID  preference  to  the  opinions  of  our  own 
4iyines,  observes,  that  "  the  cause 
animated  him.  With  the  illegality  of 
the  king's  marriage,  he  endeavoured 
virtually  to  establish  the  insufficiency 
of  the  pope's  dispensation^  and  the 
latter  was  an  argument  so  near  bis 
lieart,  that  it  seems  to  have  added 
merit  to  the  former.  We  cannot,  in- 
4eedj   account  for  his  embj}irkiDg  %o 


zealously  in  this  business,  without 
supposing  his  principal  motive  was  to 
free  his  country  from  the  tyranny  of 
Rome,  to  which  this,  step  very  ieviw 
deutly  led.  So  desirable  an  end  would, 
in  some  degree,  he  might  imagine, 
sanctify  the  means."  Gilpin's  Life  of 
Cranmer,  p.  22. 

f  Mr.  Lodge  observes  that  no  au- 
thientic  record  of  this  connection  re- 
mains. The  journals,  however,  inform 
us  that  a  bill  passed  the  commons, 
March  9,  1562,  "  for  the  restoration 
in  blood  of  Thomas  and  Margaret, 
cfhildren  of  the  late  archbishop  Gran* 
Mer.''    Lodge's  Illustrations,  vol.  L 
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30tb,  1533,  he  was  consecrated  archbishop  of  Canterbiorry^ 
by  the  bishops  of  Lincoln,  Exeter,  and  St  Asaph,  when 
he  made  an  unusual  protestation.     His  design  was  by  this 
expedient  to  save  bis  liberty,  to  renounce  every  clause  in 
his  oath  which  barred  him  doing  his  duty  to  God^  the 
king,  and  his  country.     Collier,  who  often  argues  as  if  be 
were  fee'd  by  the  church  of  Rome,  thinks  t^ere  was  some- 
thing of  human  infihnity  in  this  management,  because  it 
was  not  made  at  Rome  to  the  pope,  nor  by  Cranmer^s 
proxies  there,  before  the  obtaining  of  the  bulls,  not  per- 
ceiving that  Cranmer^s  opposition  to  the  power  of  the  pope 
was  as  uniform  as  it  had  been  early,    and  the  effect  of 
conviction.     The  temporalities  of  the  archbishopric  were 
restored  to  Cranmer  the  29th  of  April  following.     Soon 
after,  he  forbad  all  preaching  throughout  his  diocese,  and 
visited  it  this  year  in  December.     The  pope  threatening 
him  with  excommunication,    on  account  of  his  sentence 
against  queen  Catherine,  he  appealed  from  his  holiness  to 
a  general  council,  and  in  the  ensuing  parliaments,  stre- 
nuously disputed  against  the  pope's  supremacy.     All  along 
he  showed  himself  a  zealous  promoter  of  the  reformation  ; 
and,  as  the  first  step  towards  it,  procuredi  the  convocation 
to  petition  the  king  that  the  Bible  might  be  translated  into 
English.     When  that  was  obtained,  he  diligently  encou- 
raged the  printing  and  publication  of  it,  and  caused  it  to 
be  recommended  by  royal  authority,  and  to  be  dispersed 
as  much  as  he  possibly  GO«Ud.     Next,  he  forwarded  the 
dissolution  of  the  monasteries,    which  were  one  of  the 
greatest  obstacles  to  a  reformation*.    He  endeavoured  also 
to  restore  the  chureh  of  England  to  its  original  purity* 
In  1535  he  performed  a  provincial  visitation,  in  order  to 
recommend  the  king's  supremacy,  and  preached  upon  that 
subject  in  several  parts  of  his  diocese,   urging  that  the 
bishop  of  Rome  was  not  God's  vicar  upon  earth,  as  sup- 
posed, and  that  that  see  so  much  boasted  of,  and  by  which 
name  popes  affected  to  be  styled,  was  but  a  holiness  in 
name,  and  that  there  was  no  such  holiness  at  Rome,  as  he 
easily  proved  from  the  vices  of  the  court  of  Rome.     In 


*  He  bad  originally  proposed,  that 
Qut  of  their  revenues,  there  should  be 
4  proTisioD  made  in  every  cathedral, 
iTor  readers  of  divinity,  and  of  Greek 
and  Hebrew,  and  a  great  number  of 
students  to  be  both  exercised  in  the 
daily  worship  of  God,  and  trained  up 


in  sludy  and  devotion ;  whom  the 
bishop  might  transplant  out  of  this, 
nursery,  into  all  the  parts  of  his  dio- 
cese. And  thus  every  bishop  should 
have  had  a  college  of  clergymen,  under 
his  eye,  to  be  preferred  according  ta 
their  merit.  But  tbif  det ign  misearried. 
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1536  be  divorced  king  Henry  from  Anne  B^leyn.     In 

1537  he  visited  his  diocese,  and  endeavoured  to  abolish  ' 
the  superstitious  observation  of  holidays.  In  MSft,  he  was 
in  a  commission  against  the  anabaptists,  and  visited  the* 
daoc^e  of  Hereford.  The  next  year,  he  and  some  of  the 
bi^iops  fell  tinder  the  king^S'  displeasure,  because  they 
could  not  be  brought  to  give  their  consent  in  Parliament, 
that  the  monasteries  should  be  suppressed  *  for  the  king's 
sole  use.  He  also  strenuously  opposed  the  Act  for  the  six 
articles,  in  the  house  of  lords.  It  has  been  observed  by  a 
late  biographer,  that  he  never  appeared  in  a  more  truly 
Christian  light  than  on  this  occasion.  In  the  midst  of  so 
general  a  defection  (for  there  were  numbers  in  the  house 
vi^ho  bad  hitherto  shewn  great  forwardness  in  reformation), 
be  alone  made  a  stand.  Three  days  be  maintained  his 
ground,  and  baffled  the  arguments  of  all  opposers.  But 
argument  was  not  their  weapon,  and  the  archbishop  saw 
himself  obliged  to  sink  under  superior  power.  Henry 
ordered  him  to  leave  the  house.  The  primate  refused : 
^^  It  was  God*s  business,*'  he  said,  ^^  and  not  man's.*'  And' 
when  he  could  do  no  more,  he  boldly  entered  his  protest, 
and  upon  the  passing  of  the  statute,  sent  bis  wife  into 
Germany.  In  1 540  he  was  one  of  the  commissioners  for 
inspecting  into  matters  of  religion,  and  explaining  some  of 
its  chief  doctrines.  The  result  of  their  commission  was 
the  book  entided  ^'  A  necessary  erudition  of  an^  Christian 
man."  After  lord  Cromwell's  death  (in  whose  behalf  he 
had  written  to  the  king),  he  retired,  and  lived  in  great 
privacy,  meddling  not  at  all  with  state  affairs.  In  1541, 
be  gave  orders,  pursuant  to  the  king's  directions,  Ibr  taking 
away  superstitious  shrines;  and  exchanging  Bishopsbourn 
for  Bekesbourn,  united  the  latter  to  his  diocese.  In  1542 
be  procured  the  ^  Act  for  the  advancement  of  true  reli- 
gion, and  the  abolishment  of  the  contrary,"  which  mo« 
derated  the  rigour  of  the  six  articles.  But,  the  year  fol- 
lowing, some  persons  preferring  accusations  against  him, 
for  being  an  enemy  to  popery,  be  would  have  been  ruined, 
bad  not  the  king  interposed  in  his  behalf.  He  was  cotB^^ 
plained  of  in  the  house  of  commons^,  and  in  the  privy* 
council,  and  was  very  near  being  sent  to  the  Tower ;  but 
the  Hing  protected  him,  and  gave  him  his  ring,  as  a  token 
that  he  took  the  affair  into  hjs  own  hands.  The  su];>stance 
of  the  accusations  against  him,  which  were  contrived  by 
Gardiner,  the  implacable  enemy  to  the  reformation,,  was, 

VOL.X.  H   H 
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**  that  ke,  with  hit  learned  men,  had  so  infected  the  whole 
reahn  with  their  untavoory  doctrioe^  that  three  paru  of 
the  land  were  become  abominable  heretics.     And  that  it 
might  prove  dangerous  to  the  iung»  being  likely  to  pro- 
duce such  commotions  and  uproars  as  were*  sprung  up  in 
Germany.     And  therefore^    they  desired  that  the  arch- 
bishop might  be  committed  to  the  Tower,  till  he  could  be 
examined.*'     In  1545  he  undertook  to  reform  the  canon- 
law;  but  the  hook  he  compiled  upqn  that  subject,  was, 
through  bishop  Gardiner's  artifices,   never  confirmed  by 
the  king.     He  likewise  corrected  some  service,  or  prayer- 
books.     Upon  king  Henry's  decease,  he  was  one  of  the 
executors  of  his  will,  and  one  of  the  regents  of  the  king- 
dom.    February  the  20th,   1545-6,  he  crowned  king  Ed- 
ward VI.  to  whom  he  had  been  godfather ;  as  be  was  also 
to  the  lady  Elizabeth.     Soon  after,  he  took  out  a  com- 
mission for  executing  his  office  of  archbishop ;  and  caused 
the  Homilies  to  be  composed,  being  himself  the  author  of 
some  of  them ;  and  likewise  encouraged  the  translation  of 
Erasmus's  paraphrase  on  the  New  Testament.     He  also 
laboured  earnestly  in  the  reformation  of  religion ;  and  for 
that  purpose,  procured  the  repeal  of  the  Sis  Articles,  tbe 
establishment  of  the  Communion  in  both  kinds,  and  a  new 
office  for  that  sacrament,  the  revisal  and  amendment  of  the 
rest  of  the  offices  of  the  church,  frequent  preachingv  a  royal 
visitation  to  inspect  into  the  manners  and  abilities  of  the 
clergy,  and  visited  his  own  diocese  himself  for  the  same 
purpose.     He  likewise  showed  himself  a  patron  to  the 
universities,  in  defending  their  rights,  securing  their  re- 
venues, and  encouraging  learning.     In  1549,  he  was  one 
of  the  commissioners  for  examining  bishop  Bonner,  with 
a   power   to  imprison  or  deprive  him  of    his  bishopric. 
Upon   the  insurrection  in  Devonshire,  he  expressed  his 
zeied  for  religion  and  his  prince,  by  giving  an  excellent 
and  full  answer  to  the  rebels'  articles,  and  ordered  sermons 
to  be  composed  and  preached  upon  that  occasion.    The 
same  year  he  ordained  severd  priests  and  deacons  according 
to  tbe  new  form  of  ordination  in  the  Oommon-prayer  book; 
which,  through  the  archbishop's  care,  was  now  6nisbed  and 
settled  by  act  of  parliament^.     A  review  was  made  of  this 

^  The  persons  by  whom  it  was  com-  of  Lonrlon  ;  Thomas  Goodrich,  bishop 
posed,  iselre  Thomas  Cranmer,  arch-  of  RIy  ;  Henry  Holbech,  bishop  of 
bishop  of  Ciiaterbury;  Nicolas  Rid.-  Linco'ii  r  John  Skip,  bishop  of  Here- 
ley,  bishop  of  Rocbesterg   pifterwards  furJj  Thomas  Thirlby,  bishop  of  West- 
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book  towards  the  end  of  the  next  yiear,  and  several  things 
'  changed  or  amended  that  were  thought  to  savour  too  much 
of  superstition.  In  1552,  it  was  printed  again  with  amend- 
'  ments  and  alterations>  by  the  archbishop's  care,  and  au* 
tborized  by  ,  parliament.  '  I'his  same  year,  he  and  some 
others  com|>il^d- the  articles  of  religion,  and  caused  them 
to  be  enjoined  hy  the  king's  authority.  He  confined  not 
his  care  to  the  church  of  England,  but  extended  it  also  to 
those  protestant  foreigners  who  fled  to  England,  by -ob- 
taining churches  for  them,  and  recomn^ending  them  to  th<^ 
favour  and  protection  of  the  crown. 

His  palace  at  Lambeth,  says  Mr.  Gilpin,  might  be  called 
a  seminary  of  learned  men  ;•  l;he  greater  part  of  whom  per* 
secution  had  driven  from  hoOie.  Here,  among  other  cele* 
brated  reformers.  Martyr,  Bucer,  Aless,  Phage,  found 
sanctuary.  Martyr,  Bucer,  and  Phage,  were  liberally 
pensioned  by  the  archbishop,  till  he  could  otherwise  pro- 
vide for  them.  It  was  his  wish  to  fix  them  in  the  two  uni- 
versities, where  he  hoped  their  great  knowledge  and  spirit 
of  inquiry  would  forward  bis  designs  of  restoring  learning; 
and  he  at  length  obtained  professorships  for  them  all. 
Bucer  and  Phage  were  settled  at  Cambridge ;  where  they 
only  shewed  what  might  have  been  expected  from  them, 
both  dying  within  a  few  months  after  their  arrival.  But  at 
Oxford,  Martyr  acted  a  very  conspicuous  part ;  and  con- 
tributed to  introduce  among,  the  students  there  a  very 
liberal  mode  of  thinking.  Aless  had  been  driven  from 
Scotland,  his  native  country,  for  the  novelty  of  his  opi- 
nions. The  cause  in  which  he  suffered,  added  to  his  abili- 
ties and  learning,  so  far  recommended  him  to  the  univer- 
sity of  Leipsic,  to  which  he  retired,  that  he  was  chosen  a 
professor  there.  At  this  place  he  became  acquainted  with 
Melancthon,  who,  having  written  a  treatise  on  some  part 
of  the  controversy  between  the  papists  and  protestants,* 
was  desirous  of  consulting  the  archbishop  on  a  few  points ; 
and  engaged  Aless,  otherwise  not  averse  to  the  employ- 
ment, to  undertake  a  voyage  into  England  for  that  pur- 
pose.    In  the  course  of  the  conference,  the  archbishop  was 

minster,  aftenrardt  of  Ely ;  George  Paul's  ;  Dr.  Thomas  Robertson,  arch- 
Day,  bishop  of  Chichester;  Dr.  John  deacon  of  Leicester,  afterwards  deaa 
Taylor,  dean,  afterward*  bishop  of  of  Durham  ;  Dr.  Simon  ileines,  dean 
Lincoln ;  Dr.  Richard  Cox,  chanoellor  of  Exeter ;  and  Dr.  John  Redmayne, 
of  Oxford,  and  dean  of  Christ-church  master  of  trinity*floH«|^e,  in  Cam* 
and  Westminster,  afterwards  bishop  of  bridge* 
Ely  ;    Dr.  William  May,  dean  of  St. 

H  U  1^ 
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•o  nmch  taken  with  his  simplicity  and  leftrning,  that  be 
settLed  a  pension  on  him,  and  retained  him  in  his  family. 
The  misfortunes  of  the  times  drew  Alasco  also  into  Eng* 
landy  where  t^  archbishop  became  an  early  patron  to 
him ;  and  shewed  on  this  occasion  at  least,  the  candour 
and  liberality  of  his  sentiments^  by  permitting  a  person 
who  held  many  opinions  very  different  from  ms  own,  to 
collect  his  brethren,  and  such  as  chose  to  communicate 
with  him,  into  a  church.  At  the  head  of  this  little  as- 
sembly Alasco  long  presided,  exhibiting  an  eminent  ex* 
ample  of  piety  and  decency  of  manners.  Among  oth^r 
learned  foreigners,  John  Sleidan  was  under  particular 
.  obligations  to  the  archbishop.  Sleidan  was  at  that  time 
^i^^^d  in  writing  the  **  History  of  the  Reformation/'  a 
work  from  which  much  was  expected ;  and  which  the  arch* 
bishop,  by  allowing  him  a  pension^  and  opportunities  of 
study,  enabled  him  to  prosecute  with  less  difficulty  than 
had  attended  the  beginning  of  his  labours.       ^ 

Another  point  that  much  employed  Cranmer^s  tbougbtSj 
was,  to  preserve  the  revenues  of  the  church,  which  the 
courtiers  were  parcelling  out  among  themselves.  As  the 
archbishop  had  in  1534  endeavoured  to  save  the  lives  of 
bishop  Fisher  and  sir  Thomas  More ;  so  now,  when  Ton- 
stall  bishop  of  Durham  came  into  trouble,  and  a  bill  was 
brought  into  the  house  of  lords  for  attainting  him  for  mis- 
prision of  treason,  Cranmer  spoke  freely,  and  protested 
against  it,  though  they  two  were  of  difierent  persuasions. 
In  1533,  he  opposed  the  new. settlement  of  the  crown  upon 
lady  Jane  Gray,  and  would  no  way  be  concerned  in  that 
affair,  (though  at  last,  through  many  importunities,  he 
was  prevailed  upon  to  set  his  hand  to  it,)  neitiiei^  would  he 
join  in  any  of  Dudley's  ambitious  projects.  However, 
upon  king  Edward  the  Vlth's  decease,  be  appeared  for 
Jane  Gray.  Soon  after,  it  being  reported  that  he  had 
offered  to  sing  mass  at  the  funeral  of  the  late  king,  he  vin- 
dicated himself  in  a  declaration. 

After  queen  Mary's  accessica  to  tlie  throng,  so  obnox- 
ious  an  enemy  to  popery  could  not  long  escape,  and  ac- 
cordingly he  was  first  ordered  to  appear  before  the  council, 
1  and  bring  an  inventory  of  his  goods ;  which  he  did  August 

i  the  27tb,  when  he  was  commanded  to  keep  his  bouse,  and 

^  be  forth-cOming.     September  the  !  3th,  be  was  again  sum- 

moned before  the  council,  and  enjoined  to  be  at  the  Star- 
ehamber  the  next  day,  when  he  was  committed  to  the 
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Tower ;  partly,  for  setting  his  band  to  tfae  instratn^ot  of 
the  fady  Jane's,  succession;  and,  partty,  for  the  public 
offer  he  had  made  a  little  before,  of  justifying  openly  the 
religious  proceedings  of  the  late  king.  Some  of  his  friends, 
foreseeing  the  storm  that  was  likely  to  fall  upon  him,  ad- 
vised, him  to  fly,  but  he  absolutely  refused,  as  unworthy  of 
his  character  and  the  station  be  held.  In  the  ensuing  par- 
liament, on  November  the  3d,  he  was  attainted,  and  at 
Guildhall  found  guilty  of  high  treason  ;  on  which  the  fruits 
of  his  archbishopric  were  sequestered;  yet,  upon  his 
humble  and  repeated  appiication,  he  was  pardoned  the 
treason,  but  it  was  resolved  he  should  be  proceeded  against 
Cor  heresy.  In  April  i554,  he,  i^nd  Ridley  and  Latimer, 
were  removed  to  Oxford,  for  a  public  disputation  with  the 
papists  on  the  subject  of  the  sacrament ;  which  was  ac- 
cordingly held  there  towards  the  middle  of  the  month,  with 
great  noise,  triumph,  and  confidence  on  the  papists^  side, 
and  with  as  much  g^vity,  learning,  modesty,  and  argu- 
meiH  on  the  side  of  the  protestant  bishops.  The  20th  of 
AprU,  two  days  after  the  end  of  these  disputations,  Cran- 
Aer  and  the  two  others  were  brought  before  the  commis- 
sioners,  and  asked,  whether  they  would  subscribe  (to 
Popery)?  which  they  unanimously  refusing,  were  con* 
demned  as  heretics.  From  this  sentence  the  archbishop 
appealed  to  the  just  judgment  of  the  Almighty ;  and  wrote 
to  the  council,  giving  them  an  account  of  the  disputation, 
and  desiring  the  queen's  pardon  for  his  treason,  which  it 
seems  was  not  yet  remitted.  By  the  convocation,  which 
met  this  year,  his  *' Defence' of  tfae  true  and  Catholic 
doctrine  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  our 
Saviour  Christ,"  was  ordered  to  be  burnt.  Some  of  his 
friends  p^tioned  the  queen  in  his  behalf;  putting  her  iti 
inind,  how  he  bad  once  preserved  her,  by  his  earnest  in- 
tercessions for  her,  when  her  father  had  determined  to 
send  her  to  the  Tower,  and  make  her  suffer  for  disobe* 
dience  ta  the  laws  ^  so  that  she  had  reason  to  believe  he 
loved  her,  and  would  speak  the  truth  to  her,  more  than 
all  the  rest  of  the  clergy.  But  all  these  endeavours  were 
ineffectual.  The  sentence  pronounced  against  him  by 
Weston  at  Oxford  being  void  in  law,  because  the  Pope's 
authority  was  not  yet  re-established  in  England,  a  new 
commission  was  sent  from  Rome  for  bis  trial  and  convic- 
tion. Accordingly,  on  September  the  12tb,  1555,  he  ap- 
peared befoce  the  ooimnissioners ;  viz.  Brooks  bishop  of 
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Glottoester,  for  the  pope;  and  Dra.  MartiD  and  Story  for 
the  queen  :  the   commission   was  opened  at  St.  Mary's 
churchy  OKf'ord,  and  Cranmer  was  accased  of  blasphemy 
and  heresy^  for  his  writings  against  popery;  of  peijury, 
for  breaking  his  oath  to  the  pope ;  and  of  incontinency,  or 
adultery,  on  account  of  his  being  married :  against  all  which 
he  vindicated  himself.     At  last,  he  was  cited  to  appear  at 
Rome  within  eighty  days,  to  answer  in  person ;  which  he 
8aid  he  would  do,  if  the  king  and  queen  would  send  him, 
but  this  was  not  done,  and  therefore  the  pope  dispatched, 
on  December  the  1 4tfa,  his  letters  executory  to  the  king 
and  queen,  and  to  Bonner  and  Thirlby  bishops  of  London 
and  Ely,  to  degrade  and  deprive  him.     In  these  letters, 
Cranmer  was  declared  contumacious,  for  not  appearing  at 
Rome  within  eighty  days,  according  to  his  citation  ;  as  if 
he  could  have  appeared  at  Rome,  when  he  was  all  the 
while  kept  a  prisoner.     Upon  the  arrival  of  the  letters, 
Bonner  and  Thklby,  with  Dr.  Martin  and  Dr«  Story  the 
king's  and  queen's  proctors,  went  to  Oxford  to  dcgcade 
him.    They  dressed  him  in  all  the  garments  and  oraacbenta 
of  an  archbishop,  only  in  mockery  every  thing  was  of  can* 
Vass  and  old  clouts:  and  then  be  was,  piece  by   piece, 
stripped  of  all  again.     When  they  came  to  take  the  crosier 
out  of  his  hand,  he  refused  to  part  with  it,  and  appealed 
to  the  next  general  council.    After  he  was  degraded,  they 
put  him  on  a  poor  yeoman*beadle's  gown,  thread-bare, 
and  a  towns-man's  cap,  and  remanded  him  to  prison.    From 
thence  be  wrote  letters  to  the  qxieen,  to  give  her  an  impartial 
account  of  what  had  passed  at  his  degradation,  to  prevent 
mis-reports,  and  to  justify  himself  in  what  be  had  said 
and  done ;  and  hitherto  he  manifested  a  great  deal  of  cou- 
rage and  wisdom  in  his  sufferings;  but  at  last  human  frailty 
made  him  commit « what  he'felt  as  the  greatest  blemish  of 
his  life.     For,  through  flatteries,  promises,  importunities, 
threats,  and  the  fear  of  death,  he  .was  prevailed  upon  to 
sign  a  recantation  *,  wherein  be, renounced  the  Protestant 


*  Strype  ioforius  \u  tdat  archbishop 
Cranmer*  was  subtilly  cirawn  in  by  the 
papisis  to  subscribe  six  different  pa^ 
pers ;  the  fLnt  being  expressed  in  am- 
bi|^uous  words,  capable  of  a  favoara* 
ble  construction,  the  five  followiag  were 
addttd  as  explanatioii»of  it.  That  first 
recantation  was  in  these  words,  "  For 
as  much  as  the  king's  and  queen's  ma* 
jesti^s,  by  cousent  of  their  pariiamettt. 


bare  received  the  pope'^s  authority 
within  this  realm,  I  am  conteut  to  sub- 
mit mytetf  to  their  laws  herein,  and  to 
take  the  pope  for  chief  head  of  this 
church  of  England,  so  far  as  God's 
laws,  and  the  laws  and  customs  of  this 
realm,  wii^  permit."  In  the  next,  be 
submitted  himself  to  the  Catholic 
ohurch  of  Clirist,  and  unto  the  pope, 
Mpremtf  bMd  of  th^  Mne  i^busch.  «  Ii^ 
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teligion,  and  embraced  again  all  the  errors  of  popery ; 
which  recantation  was  immediately  printed  and  dispersed 
about  by  his  enemies.  Notwithstanding  that,  the  merciless 
queen,  trot  satisfied  with  this  conquest,  resolved  to  glut 
her  revenge,  by  committing  Cranmer  to  the  flames.  Ac- 
cordingly, she  sent  for  Dr.  Cole,  provost  of  Eton,  and 
gave  him  instructions  to  prepare  a  sermon  for  that  mourn ^^ 
ful  occasion ;  and  on  the124tfa  of  February  a  writ  was  signed 
for  the  execution.  The  2 1st  day  of  March,  .the.  fatal  day, 
he  was  brought  to.  St.  Mary's  churchy  and  placed  on  a  kind 
of  stage  over  against  the  pulpit,  where  Dr.  Cole  was  to 
preach.  While  Co(e  was  haranguing,-  the  unfortunate 
Cranmer  expressed  great  inward  confusion ;  often  lifting 
up  bis  bands  and  eyes  to  heaven  ;  and  frequently  pouring 
out  floods. of  tears.  At  the  end  of  the  sermon,  when  Cole 
desired  him  to  make  an  open  profiession  of  his  faitb^  as  he 
had  promised  him  he  would;  he,  first,  prayed  in  the  most 
fervent  manner ;  then  ntade  an  exhortation  to  the  people 
present,  not  to  set  their  minds  upon  the  world ;  to  obey 


the  third,  he  submitted  to  the  king  and 
quct'D,  and  to  all  their  laws,  as  well 
uoncerntDg  the  pope'd  sapreinacy,  as 
others :«  and  ^roinised,  that  he  would 
stir  and  move  all  others  to  live  in  quiet- 
ness and  obedience  to  their  majesties. 
As  for  bis.  book,  be  wat  content  to  sub- 
nail  to  the  judgment  of  the  Catholic 
church,  and  the  next  general  council. 
This  was  followed  by  a  fourth,  whereib 
be  professed  firmly,  stedfastly,  and 
assuredly  to  believe  in  all  articles  and 
points  of  the  Christian  religion  and  Ca- 
tholic faith,  as  the  Catholio  church  doih 
believe.  Moreover,  as  concerning  the 
sacraments,  he  declared  be  believed 
unfeignedly  in  alt  points  as  the  said 
Catholic  church  did.  In  the  fifth  pa- 
per, which  is  that  In  Fox,  and  has  been 
thought  to  be  bis  only  recantation,  they 
required  of  him»  to  renounce  and  ana* 
tbematize  all  Lutheran  aud  Zuingliau 
heresies  and  errors ;  to  acknowledge 
the  one  only  Catholic  church,  to  be 
that  whereof  the  pope  is  the  head ;  and 
to  declare  him  Christ's  vicar.  Theu 
followed  an  express  acknowledgment  of 
transabstantiation,  tbe  seven  sacra- 
orients,  and  of  all  the  doctrines  of  the 
church  of  Rome  in  greneral.  A  sixth 
waa  still  required  of  bim,  which  was 
drawn  op  io  so  strong  terms,  that  no- 
thing was  capable  of  being  added  to  it. 
For  it  contained  a  large  acknowledg- 


ment of  all  tht  popish  errors  and  cor- 
ruptidns,  and  a  most  grievous  accusa- 
tion of  himself  as  a  blasphemer,  enemy 
of  Christ,  and  murderer  of  souls,  on 
account  of  his  being  the  author  of  king 
Henrv's  divorce,  and  of  oil  the  oalami- 
ties,  schisms,,  and  heresies  of  which 
that  was  the  fountain.  This  was  sub- 
scribed on  the  18th  of  March.  These 
six  papers  were,  sobn  «fter  his  death, 
sent  ta  the  press  by  Bonner,  and  pub- 
lisbed  with  the  addition  of  another^ 
wllfch  they  had  prepared  for  him  to 
speak  at  St.  Mary's,  before-  his  execu  r 
tion :  and  though  he  then  spoke  to  a 
quite  contrary  effect,  and  revoked  his 
former  recantations,  Bonner  bad  the 
.  couAdence  to  publish  this  to  the  world, 
as  if  it  had  been  approved  and  made 
use  of*  by  the  archbishop.-^  In  1736, 
William  Whiston,  M.  A.  published  4 
little  book,  entitled  "  An  Enquiry  into 
the  Evidence  of  Archbishop  Cranmer's 
RecantatJon ;  or  reasons  for  a  suspicion 
that  the  pretended  copy  of  it  is  not  ge- 
nuine," In  this  he  supposes,  that 
what  Cranmer  •  signed,  was  only  the 
first  part  of  tbe  Recantatroii  printed  in 
Fox's  *'  Actx  and  Monument!?,''  as  far 
as  tbe  words — **  without  which  there 
is  00  Salvation," — that  the. rest  was 
added  by  the  papists,  but  tb»t  (Cranmer 
never  set  bis  hand  to  it. 


472  C  R  A  N  M  E  R. 

tbe  king  and  queen  ;  to  love  each  other ;  and  to  be  chari- 
table. After  this  be  made  a  confession  of  bis  faitb»  be- 
ginning with  thd  Creed,  and  concluding  with  these  words, 
**  And  I  believe  every  word  and  sentence  taught  by  our 
Saviour  Jesus  Christy  his  apostles  and  prophets,  in  the 
Old  and  New  Testament — And  now/*  added  he,  <^  I  come 
to  jthe  great  thing,  that  so  mnch  troubleth  my  conscience 
more  than  any  thing  I  ever  did  dr  said  in  my  whole  life; 
and  that  is  the  seuing  abroad  a  writing  contrary  to  the 
truth,  which  1  here  now  renounce  as  tfa^gs  written  with 
niy  hand  contrary  to  the  truth  which  I  thought  in  my  heart, 
and  written  for  fear  of  death,  and  to  save  my  life  if  it 
might  be ;  that  is,  all  such  bills  and  papers  which  I  have 
written  or  signed  with  my  hand  since  my  degradation, 
wherein  I  have  written  many  things  untrue.  And  foras- 
much as  my  hand  offended,  writing  contrary  to  my  hear^ 
my  hand  shall  first  be  punished ;  for,  may  I  come  to  the 
fire,  it  shall  be  first  burned.  As  for  the  pope,  I  refuse 
him,  as  Chrisf  s  enemy  and  antichrist,  with  all  his  false  doc- 
trine. And  as  for  the  Sacrament,  I  believe  as  I  have 
taught,  in  my  book  against  the  bishop  of  Winchester." 
Thunderstruck  as  it  were  with  this  unexpected  declaration, 
the  enraged  popish  crowd  admonished  him  not  to  dissem- 
ble :  ^*  Ab,*^  replied  be  with  tears,  **  since  I  lived  hitherto, 
I  have  been  a  hater  of  falsehood,  and  a  lover  of  simplicity, 
and  never  before  this  time  have  I  dissembled.**  On  this, 
they  pulled  Mm  off  the  stage  with  the  utmost  fury,  and 
hurried  him  to  (he  place  of  his  martyrdom,  over  against 
Baliol-coUege ;  where  hcput  off  his  clothes  in  haste,  and 
standing  in  his  shirt,  and  mthout  shoes,  was  fastened 
with  a  cb^in  to  the  stake.  Some  pressing  him  to  agree  to 
his  former  recantation,  be  answered,  showing  his  hand, 
^'  This  is  the  hand  that  wrote  it,  and  therefore  it  shall  first 
suiFsr  punishment."  Fire  being  applied  to  him,  be  stretched 
out  his  right  hand  into  the  flMie,  and  held  it  there  un- 
moved (except  that  once  with  it  he  wiped  his  face)  till  it 
was  consqmed,  crying  with  a  loud  voice,  *^  This  hand  bath 
offended  j*'  and  often  repeating,  **  This  unworthy  right 
band.'*  At  last,  the,  fire  getting  up,  he  soon  expired, 
never  stirring  or  crying  out  all  the  while,  only  keeping  his 
eyes  fixed  to  heaven,  and  repeating  more  thai|  once, 
*'^  Lord  JesuSy  receive  my  spirit.'^  Such  was  tb^  end  of  the 
renowned  Thomas  Cranmer,  in  the  67th  year  of  bis  age,  a 
man  who  deservedly  ranks  high  an^ong  the  most  illustrious 
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characters  in  ecclesiastical  hisbory,  althougli'his  conduct 
was  not  in  all  respects  free  IVom  blame.  Of  the  two  in« 
stances  in  which  Cranmer  has  been  accused  of  retaining 
the  spifit  of  persecution,  after  he  had  got  rid  of  every  other 
attribute  of  popery,  Mr,  Gilpin  gives  the  following  account: 
**  Joan  Bocher  and  George  Paris  were  accused,  though  at 
differtnt  times,  one  for  denying  the  humanity  of  Christ ; 
the  other  for  denying  his  divinity.  They  were  both  tried, 
and  condemned  to  the  stake :  and  the  archbishop  not  only 
consented  to  these  acts  of  blood ;  bat  even  persuaded  the 
ftTersion  of  the  young  king  into  a  compliance.  *'Your 
majesty  must  distinguish  (said  he,  informing  his  royal  pu- 
pil's conscience)  between  common  opinions,  and  such  as 
are  the  essential  articles  of  faith.  These  latter  w6  must  on 
no  account  suifier  to  be  opposed.*'  Mr.  Gilpin  justly  ob-  v 
serves,  that  "  nothing  even  plausible  can  be  suggested  in 
defence  of  the  archbishop  on  this  occasion  ;  except  only 
that  the  spirit  of  popery  was  not  yet  wholly  repressed.** 
That  he  was  not,  however,  a  man  of  blood,  and  that  in 
every  case  of  personal  injuir  he  was  the  most  placable  of. 
human  beings,  is  amply  connrmed  by  all  authorities.  The 
last  act  of  Henry's  reign,  says  the  same  biographer,  was 
an  act  of  blood ;  and  gave  the  archbishop  a  noble  oppor- 
tunity of  shewing,  how  well  he  had  learned  that  great 
Christian  lesson  of  forgiving  an  enemy.  Almost  without 
the  shadow  of  justice,  Henry  had  given  directions  to  have 
the  duke  of  Norfolk  attainted  by  an  act  of  parliament. 
The  king's  mandate  stood  in  lieu  of  guilt;  and  the  bill 
passed  the  house  with  great  ease.  No  man,  except  the  bi-i^ 
shop  of  Winchester,  had  been  so  great  an  enemy  to  the 
archbishop  as  the  duke  of  Norfolk.  He  had  always  thwarted 
the  primate's  measures;  and  oftener  than  once  had  prac- 
tised against  his  life.  How  many  would  have  seen  with 
secret  pleasure  the  wotlcings  of  Providence  against  so  ran- 
corous an  enemy ;  satisfied  in  having  themselves  no  hand 
in  his  unjust  fate!  But  the  archbishop  saw  the  affair  in 
^ifother  light;  he  saw  it  with  horror:  and  although  the 
king  had  in  a  particular  manner  interested  himself  in  this 
business,  the  primate  opposed  the  bill  with  alibis  might; 
and  when  his  opposition  was  vain,  he  left  the  house  with 
indignation,  and  retired  to  Croydon. 

He  was  so  remarkable  for  this  placability  of  temper,  and 
for  shewing  kindness  to  those  by  whom  he  had  been  greatly 
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injured^  tha^  it  is  menuoned,  by  Sbmktpeare,  as  a  common 
saying  coocerning  him : 


<t 


Do  my  Lord  of  Canterbury 


But  one  shrewd  tum^  and  he*s  your  friend  fbr  erer.** 

Bishop  Burnet  takes  notice  of  some  malevolent  accusations 
that  had  been  privately  brought  to  the  king  against  Cran* 
mer»  with  a  view  to  ruin  him,  including  a  charge  of  heresy^ 
and  on  which  subject  his  majesty  conversed  with  him ;  and 
the  bishop  adds :  ^<  His  candour  and  simplicity  wrought  so 
on  the  king,  that  he  discovered  to  him  the  whole  plot  that 
was  laid  gainst  him ;  and  said,  that  instead  of  bringing 
him  to  any  trial  about  it,  he  would  have  him  try  it  out^ 
and  prooeed  against  those  his  accusers.  But  he  excused 
himself,  and  said  it  would  not  be  decent  for  him  to  sit  judge ' 
in  his  own  cause.  But  the  king  said  to  him,  he  was  re- 
solved none  other  should  judge  it,  but  those  he  should 
name.  So  he  named  his  chancellor  and  his  register;  to 
whom  the  king  added  another :  and  a  commission  being 
given  them,  they  went  into  Kent,  and  sat  three  weeks  to 
lind  out  the  fir^  contrivers  of  this  accusation.  And  now 
every  one  disowned  it,  since  they  saw  he  was  still  firmly 
rooted  in  the  king^s  esteem  and  favour.  But  it  being  ob- 
served, that  the  commissioners  proceeded  faintly,  Cran- 
mer*s  friends  moved,  tliat  some  man  of  courage  and  autho«» 
rity  might  be  sent  thither,  to  canvass  this  accusation  more 
carefully.  So  Dr.  Lee,  dean  of  York,  was  brought. up 
about  AUhallow-tide,  and  sent  into  Kent.  And  he,  who 
had  been  well  acquainted  with  the  arts  of  discovering 
secrets,  when  he  was  one  of  the  visitors  of  the  abbies, 
managed  it  more  vigorously.  He  ordered  a  search  to  be 
made  of  all  suspected  persons ;  among  whose  papers  letters 
were  found,  both  from  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  Dr. 
London,  and  some  of  those  whom  Cranmer  had  treated 
with  the  greatest  freedom  and  kindness,  in  which  the 
whole  plot  against  him  was  discovered.  But  it  was  now 
near  the  session  of  parliament:  and  the  king  was  satisfied 
with  the  discovery,  but  thought  it  not  &t  to  make  much 
noise  of  it.  And  he  received  no  addresses  from  the  arch- 
bishop to  prosecute  it  further :  who  was  so  noted  for  \i\% 
clemency,  and  following  our  Saviour's  rule  of  doing  good 
for  evil,  that  it  was  commonly  said,  the  way  to  get  his  fa- 
vour Was  to  do  him  an  injury.  These  were  the  only  in- 
stances in  which  he  expressed  his  resentments.    Two  of 
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the  coospiratOrs  against  him  had  been  persons  signally 
obliged  by   hioi.     The  one  was  the  bishop  suffragan  of 
Dover ;  the  other  was  a  civilian,  whom  he  had  employed 
niuch  in  bis  business.     But  all  the  notice  he  took  of  it  was 
to  shew  them  their  letters,  and  to  admonish  them  to  be 
more  faithful  and  honest  for  the  future.     Upon  which  he 
freely  forgave  them,  and  carried  it  so  to  them  afterwards, 
as  if  be  had  absolutely  forgotten  .  what  they  had  contrived 
against  him.     And  a  person  of  quality  coming  to  him  about 
that  time,  to  obtain  his  favour  and  assistance  in  a  suit,  in 
which  he  was  to  move  the  king,  he  went  about  it,  and  had 
almost  procured  it:  but  the  king  calling  to  mind  that  be 
bad  been  one  of  his  secret  accusers,  asked  him  whether  be 
took  him  for  his  friend.     He  answered  that  h^  did  so. 
'  Then  the  king  said,  the  other  was  a  knave,,  and  his  mortal 
enemy  ;  and  bad  him,  when  he  should  see  him  next,  call 
him  knave  to  his  face.     Cranmer  answered,  that  such  lan- 
guage did  not  become  a  bishop.     But  the  king  sullenly 
commanded  him  to  do  it ;  yet  his  modesty  was  such^  that 
be  could  not  obey  so  harsh  a  command.     And  so  he  passed 
the  matter  over.     When  these  things  came  to  be  known, 
all  persons,  that  were  not  unjustly  prejudiced  against  him, 
acknowledged,  that  his  behaviour  was  suitable  to  the  ex* 
ample  and  doctrine  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Saviour  of  the 
world  :  and  very  well  became  so  great  a  bishop,  and  such 
a  reformer  of  the  Christian  religion ;  who  in  those  sublime 
and  extraordinary  instances  practised  that  which  he  taught 
others  to  do." 

As  archbishop  Cranmer  was  a  learned  man  himself,  so 
be  was  also  a  great  patron  of  all  solid  learning,  and  of 
whatever  he  thought  calculated  to  promote  it.  Mr.  Gilpin 
observes,  that  the  archbishop  always  thought  himself  much 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  both  the  universities,  but  of 
Cambridge  in  particular ;  and  though  he  does  not  appear 
to  have  had  any  legal  power  there,  yet  such  was  his  interest 
at  court,  and  such  was  the  general  dependence  of  the  more 
eminent  members  of  that  society  upon  him,  that  scarcely 
any  thing  was.  done  there,  either  of  a  public  or  a  private 
nature,  without  consulting  him.  It  was  his  chief  endea- 
vour to  encourage,  as  much  as  possible,  a  spirit  of  in- 
quiry ;  and  to  rouse  the  students  from  the  slumber  of  their 
predecessors ;  well  knowing,  the  libertas  philosophandi  was 
the  great  mean  of  detecting  error,  and  that  true  learning 
(ould  never  be  at  variance  with  true  religion.    Ascham 
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and  Cbeke,  two  of  the  most  elegant  scholars  of  that  age, 
were  chiefly  relied  on,  and  consulted  by  Uie  archbishop  in 
this  work.  Leland,  also,  the  first  British  antiquary,  was 
among  the  archbisbop*s  particular  friends.  Leiand  bad  a 
wonderful  facility  in  learning  languages,  and  was  esteemed 
the  first  linguist  in  Europe.  The  archbishop  soon  took 
notice  of  him;  and,  with  his  usual  discernment,  recom* 
mended  him  to  be  the  king*s  librarian.  His  genius  threw 
him  on  the  study  of  antiquities ;  and  his  opportunities,  on 
those  of  his  own  country.  The  archbishop,  in  the  mean 
time,  by  procuring  preferment  for  him,  enabled  him  to 
make  those  inquiries  to  which  his  countrymen  have  been 
io  much  indebted. 

Among  others,  who  were  under  obligations  to  the  arch-* 
bishop's  generosity,  was  the  amiable  bishop  Latimer,  who 
not  choosing  to  be  reinstated  in  bis  old  bishopric,  and 
hairing  made  but  an  indifferent  provision  for  his  future  ne- 
cessities, spent  a  great  part  of  bis  latter  Ufe  with  the  arch- 
bishop, at  Lambeth ;  and  besides  this  intimacy  with  learned 
men  at  home,  the  archbishop  held  a  constant  correspond- 
ence with  most  of  tlie  learned  men  in  Europe.  The  great 
patron  of  Erasmus  had  been  archbishop  Warham ;  than 
whom,  to  give  popery  its  due,  few  churchmen  of  those 
times  led  a  more  apostolical  life.  When  Cranmer  suc- 
ceeded Warham,  Erasmus  was  in  the  decline  of  age.  He 
found,  however,  during  the  short  time  he  lived,  as  bene- 
ficent a  friend  under  the  new  archbishop,  as  he  had  lost  in 
the  old  one.  The  primate  corresponded  also  with  Osian- 
der,  Melancthon,  and  Calvin.  His  foreign  correspondence, 
indeed,  was  so  large,  that  be  appointed  a  person  with  a 
salary  at  Canterbury,  whose  chief  employment  it  was,  to 
forward  and  receive  his  packets. 

Of  the  learning  of  archbishop  Cranmer,  Mr.  Gilpin  re- 
marks, that  it  was  chiefly  confined  to  his  profession.  He 
had  applied  himself  in  Cambridge  to  the  study  of  the 
Greek  and  Hebrew  languages;  which  though  esteemed  at 
that  time  as  the  mark  of  heresy,  appeared  to  him  the  only 
sources  of  attaining  a  critical  knowledge  of  the  scriptures. 
He  had  so  accurately  studied  canon-law,  that  he  was 
esteemed  the  best  canonist  in  England :  and  bis  reading 
in  theology  was  so  extensive,  and  his  collections  from  the 
fathers  so  very  voluminous,  that  there  were  few  points  in 
which  he  was  not  accurately  informed ;  and  on  which  he 
could  not  give  the  opinions  of  the  several  ages  of  tiM 
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church  from  the  times  of  the  apostles.  *^  If  I  had  not  seeD 
with  my  own  eyes,"  says  Peter  Martyr,  •*  I  coold  not 
easily  have  believed,  with  what  iiifioite  paina  and  labour 
hehad  digested  his  great  reading  into  particular  chapters, 
under  the  heads  of  councils,  canons,  decrees,  &c.  Hit 
parts  were  Aolid,  rather  than  shining;  and  his  memory 
such,  that  it  might  be  called  an  index  to  the  books  he  had 
read  and  the  collections  he  had  made. 

He  was  a  sensible  writer,  rather  nervous  than  elegant. 
His  writings  were  entirely  confined  to  the  great  controversy 
which  then  subsisted ;  and  contain  the  whole  sum  of  tbo 
theological  learning  of  those  times.  His  library  was  filled 
with  a  very  noble  collection  of  books ;  and  was  open  to  all 
men  of  letters.  *^  I  meet  with  authors  here,"  Roger  Ascham 
would  say,  ^*  which  the  two  universities  cannot  furnish." 
At  the  archbishop's  death,  the  greater  part  of  his  original 
MSS.  were  left  at  his  palace  of  Ford  near  Canterbury, 
where  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.  In  the  days 
of  Elizabeth,  archbishop  Parker,  who  had  an  intimation 
that  many  of  them  were  still  in  being,  obtained  an  order 
from  lord  Burleigh,  then  secretary  of  state,  in  1563,  to 
search  for  them  in  all  suspected  places ;  and  recovered  a 
great  number  of  them.  They  found  their  way  afterwards 
into  some  of  the  prineipal  libra^ries  of  England ;  but  the 
greatest  coUectiboof  them  were. deposited  in  Bene't-college 
in  Cambridge. 

In  his  sermons  to  the  people  he  was  very  plain  and  in« 
structive ;  insisting  chiefly  on  the  essentials  of  Christianity, 
-^Sir  Richard  M(»rrison,  a  gentleman  who  had  been  much 
employed  in  embassies  abroad,  both  under  Henry  the 
.eigfath  and  Edward  the  sixth,  gives  us  this  character  of  the 
archbishop's  sermons,  of  which  he  was  a  frequent  auditor : 
*^  The  subjects  of  his  sermons,  for  the  most  part,  were, 
from  whence  salvation  is  to  be  fetched;  and  on  whom  the 
confidence  of  man  ought  to  lean.  They  insisted  much  on 
doctrines  of  faith  and  works ;  and  taught  what  the  fruits  of 
faith  were,  and  what, place  was  to  be  given  to  works.  They 
instructed  men  in  the  duties  they  owed  their  neighbour ; 
and  that  every  one  was  our  neighbour,  to  whom  we  migfai 
any  way  do  good.  They  declared,  what  men  ought  to 
think  pf  themselves,  after  they  had  done  ail ;  and  lastly, 
what  proQiises.  Christ  hath  made ;  and.  who  they  are,  to 
whom  he  will  n^ake  them  good.  Thus  be  brought  in  t^e 
true  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  altogether  different  from  the 
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ordinary  wsy  of  preaching  in  thoJ^e  diays,  which  was  to 
treat  concerning  saints,  to  tell  legendary  tales  of  them, 
and  to  report  miracles  wrought  for  the  confirmation  of 
transabstantiation,  and  other  popish  corruptions.  And  such 
a  heat  of  conviction  accompanied  his  sennons,  that  the 
people  departed  from  them  with  minds  possessed  of  a  great 
hatred  of  vice,  and  burning  with  a  desire  of  virtue/' 

He  was  a  great  ceconomist  of  his  time.  He  rose  com- 
monly at  five  o'clock  ;  and  continued  in  his  study  till  nine. 
These  early  hours,  he  would  say,  were  the  only  hours  he 
could  call  his  own.  After  breakfast  he  generally  spent  the 
remainder  of  the  morning  either  in  public  or  private  busi- 
ness. His  cbapeUhour  was  eleven ;  and  his  dinner-hour 
twelve*  After  dinner,  he  spent  an  hour  either  in  conver- 
sation with  his  friends,  in  playing  at  chess,  or  in  what  he 
liked  better,  overlooking  a  chess-board.  He  then  retired 
again  to  his  study,  till  bis  chapel- bell  rang  at  five.  After 
prayers,  he  generally  walked  till  six,  which  was,  in  those 
times,  the  hour  of  supper.  His  evening  meal  was  spar- 
log*  Often  he  ate  nothing;  and  when  that  was  the 
case,  it  waa  bis  usunl  custom,  as  he  sat  down  to  table,  to 
draw  on  a  pair  of  gloves ;  which  was  as  much  as  to  say, 
that  his  hands  had  notbinfr  to  do.  After  supper,  be  spent 
an  hour  in  walking,  and  another  in  his  study,  retiring  to 
his  bed-chamber  about  nine.  This  was  his  usual  mode  of 
living  when  he  was  most  vacant ;  but  very  often  his  after- 
noons, as  well  as  his  mornings,  were  engaged  in  business. 
To  this  his  chess-hour  after  dinner  was  commonly  first  as- 
signed, and  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon  as  the  occa- 
sion required.  He  generally,  however,  contrived,  if  pos- 
sible, even  in  the  busiest  day,  to  devote  some  proportion  of 
his  time  to  his  books  besides  the  morning.  And  Mr.  Fox 
tells  us,  he  always  accustomed  himself  to  read  and  write  in 
a  standing  posture ;  esteeming  constant  sitting  very  per- 
nicious to  a  studious  man.  » 

He  was  a  very  amiable  master  in  his  family  ;  and  admir- 
ably preserved  the  difficult  medium  between  indulgence 
and  restraint.  He  had,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
times,  a  very  numerous  retinue;  among  whom  the  most 
exact  order  was  observed.  Every  week  the  steward  of  his 
household  held. a  kind  of  court  in  the  great  hall  of  his  pa- 
lace, in  which  all  family  affairs  were  settled  ;•  servants 
wages  were  paid ;  complaints  were  heard  ;  and  faults  ex- 
amined*   Delinquents  were  publicly  rebuked,  and   after 


C  R  A  N  M  E  R.  479 

I 

I 

the  third  admonition  dkcbarged.     His  hospitality  and  cha- 
rities were  great  and  noble,  equal  to  bis  station,  greater 
often  than  his  abilities.     A  plentiful  table  was  among  the 
virtues  of  those  days.     His  was  always  bountifully  covered. 
In  an  upper  room  was  spread  his  own  ;  where  he  seldom 
wanted  company  of  the  first  distinction.     Here  a  great 
many  learned  foreigners  were  daily  entertained,  and  par- 
took of  his  bounty.     In  his  great  hall  a  long  table  was  plen«> 
tifuily  covered,  every  day,  for  guests  and  strangers  of  a 
lower  rank  ;  at  the  upper  end  of  which  were  three  smaller 
tables,  designed  for  his  own  officers,  and  inferior  gentle- 
men.    The  learned  TremeUins,   who  had  himself  often 
been  an  eye-witness  of  the  archbishop's  hospitality,  give^ 
this  character  of  it :  ^^  Archiepiscopi  domus,  publicum  erat 
doctis,  et  pits  omnibus  hospitium ;  <)uod  ipse  hospies,  Mae- 
cenas, et  pater,  talibus  semper  patere  voluit,  quoad  vixit, 
aut  potuit ;  homo  f ixo^^o;  nee  minus  ^(^o>oro$." 

Among  other  instances  of  the  archbishop's  charity,  we 
have  one  recorded  v^rhich  was  truly  noble.  After  the  de- 
struction of  monasteries,  and  before  hospitals  were  erected, 
the  nation  saw  no  species  of  greater  misery,  than  that  of 
wounded  and  disbanded  soldiers.  For  the  use  of  such 
miserable  objects,  as  were  landed  on  the  southern  coasts 
of  the  island,  the  archbishop  fitted  up  his  manor-house  of 
Beckesburn  in  Kent.  He  formed  it  indeed  into  a  complete 
hospital;  appointing  a  physician,  a  surgeon,  nurses,  and 
every  thing  proper,  as  well  for  food  as  physic.  Nor  did 
{lis  charity  stop  here.  Each  man,  on  his  recovery,  was 
furnished  with  money  to  carry  him  home,  in  pi^oportion  to 
"  the  distance  of  his  abode. 

It  has  been  taken  notice  of,  that  after  the  passing  of  the 
act  for  the  six  articles,  archbishop  Cranmer  sent  bis  wife 
into  Germany.  But  she  afterwards  returned  again  to  Eng- 
land; and  Mr.  Strype  informs  us,  that  *'in  the  time  of 
king  Edward,  when  the  marridge  of  the  clergy  was  allow- 
ed, he  brought  her  forth,  and  lived  openly  with  her.*'  He 
left  behind  him  a  widow  and  children  ;  but  as  he  always 
kept  his  family  in  obscurity,  for  prudential  reasons,  we 
know  little  about  them.  They  had  been  kindly  provided 
for  by  Henry  VIII. ;  who,  without  any  solicitation  from 
the  primate  himself,  gave  him  a  considerable  grant  from 
the  abbey. of  Welbeck  in  Nottinghamshire;  which  his 
family  enjoyed  after  his  decease.  King  Edward  made 
some  addition  to  his  private  fortune :  and  bis  heirs  were 


4S0  C  R  A  N  M  E  R. 

restored  in  blood  by  an  act  of  parUaanefit,  in  the  reign  of 
Eiizabeth. 

His  printed  works  are,  1.  An  account  of  Mr.  Pole's  book, 
concerning  king  Henry  VIIhh*s  Marriage.  2.  Several 
Letters  to  divers  persona — to  king  Henry  VHI.-*-*to  secre* 
tary  Cromwell — to  sir  William  Cecil-^to  foreign  divines. 
3.  Three  discourses  upon  his  review  of  the  kmg^s  book, 
entitled  **  Tbe  Erudition  of  a  Christian  man."  4.  Other 
Discourses  of  bis.  5.  The  Bishops'  Book,  in  which  he  had 
a  part.  6.  Answers  to  tbe  fifteen  articles  of  the  rebels  in 
Devonshire  in  i  549.  7 .  The  examination  ot  most  points  of 
religion.  8.  A  form  for  the  alteration  of  the  mass  into  a 
communion.  9.  Some  of  the  homilies.  10.  A  catechism, 
entitled  **  A  short  Instruction  to  Christian  Religion,  for 
the  singular  profit  of  children  and  yoiuig  people.*'  11. 
Against  unwritten  verities.  12.  A  defence  of  the  true  and 
catholic  doctrine  of  tbe  Sacrament  of  the  Body  and  Blood 
of  our  Saviour  Christ ;  with  a  confutation  of  sundry  errors 
concerning  the  same.  Grounded  and  established  upon 
God's  holy  word,  and. approved  by  the  consent  of  tbe  most 
ancient  doctors  of  the  church.  This  was  translated  into 
Latin  by  John  Young,  In  opposition  to  it,  Gardiner  pub- 
lished ^*  An  Explication  and  Assertion  of  the  true  Catholic 
Faith  touching  the  most  blessied  Sacrament  of  the  Altar, 
with  the  Confutation  of  a  book  wrote  against  the  same.** 
IS.  Cranmer  replied  in  the  following  book,  ^*  An*  Answer 
by  the  reverend  father  in  God,  Thomas  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  Primate  of  all  England,  and  Metropotkan, 
unto  a  crafty  and  sophistical  cavillation,  devised  by  Ste- 
phen Gardiner,  doctor  of  law,  late  bfehop  of  Winchester, 
against  the  true  and  godly  doctrine  of  the  most  Holy  Sa- 
crament of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  our  Saviour  Christ. 
Wherein  is  also,  as  occasion  servetfa,  answered  mch  places 
of  the  book  of  Dr.  Richard  Smith,  as  may  seem  any  thing 
worthy  the  answering.  Also  a  true  Copy  of  the  book  writ- 
ten, and  in  open  court  delivered  by  Dr.  Stephen  Gardiner, 
not  one  word  added  or  diminished,  but  faithfully  in  all 
points  agreeing  with  tbe  pnginal,**  London,  1551,  re- 
printed in  1580.  It  uas  translated  into  Latin  by  sir  John 
Cheke.  An  answer  was  also  made  to  this  book  by  Ste* 
pben  Gardiner,  under  the  feigued  name  of  Marcus  Anto* 
nius  Constantinus,  and  entitled  ^^  Confutatio  cavil lationum, 
quibus  sacrosanctum  £ucbari$ti«  Sacrameutuiii  ab  impiis 
Capernaitb  impeti   solet."    Paris,    1552.      14.  Cranmer 
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began  an  Answer  to  this,  and  finished  three  parts  of  it^  but 
lived  not  to  complete  the  whole.  15.  Preface  to  the  Eng-^ 
lish  translation  of  the  Bible.  16.  A  Speech  in  the  house 
of  lords^  concerning  a  general  council.  17.  Letter  to 
king  Ueiiry  Vltl.  in  justification  of  Anne  Boleyn,  May  3, 
1535.  1$.  The  Reasons  that  led  hfm  to  oppose  the  Six 
Af  ticle9.  For  this  he  had  like  to  come  into  great  trouble, 
as  may  be  seen  in  Fox.  19.  Resolution  of  some  questions 
concerning  the  Sacrament.  20.  Injunctions  given  at  hh 
visitation  within  the  diocese  of  Hereford.  21.  A  collection 
«f  passages  out  of  the  canon  law,  to  shew  the  necessity  of 
reforming  it.  22.  Some  queries  in  order  to  the  correcting 
of  several  abuses*  23.  Concerning  a  farther  reformation, 
and  against  sacrilege.  24.  Answers  to  some  queries  con- 
cerning confirmation.  25.  Some  considerations  offered-  to 
king  Edward  VI.  to  induce  him  to  prdceed  to  a  faither  re- 
formation. .26.  Answer -to  the  Wds  of  the  privy-council. 
27.  Manifesto  against  the  Mass. 

Those  works  of  his  which  still  remain  in  manuscript,  are, 
1.  Two  large  volumes  of  collections  out  of  holy  scripture, 
and  the  ancient  fathers,  and  later  doctors  and  schoolmen. 
The  first  volume  contains  545  pages,  and  the  second  above 
559.  They  are  chiefly  upon  the  points  controverted  be- 
tween us  and  the  church  of  Rome ;  namely,  about  their 
seven  sacraments,  invocation  of  saints,  images,  relics,  of 
true  religion  and  superstition^  the  mass,  prayer,  the  Virgin 
Mary,  &c.  These  two  volumes  are  in  the  king's  library. 
When  they  were  offered  to  sale,  they  were  valued  dt  100/. 
but  bishop  Beveridge  and  Dr.  Jane,  appraisers  for  the 
king,  brought  down  the  price  to  50/.  2.  The  lord  Bur- 
leigh had  six  or  seven  volumes  more  of  his  writing.  3. 
And  Dr.  Burnet  mentions  two  volumes  besides,  that  he 
saw,  but  they  are  supposed  to  be  now  lost.  4.  There  are 
also  several  letters  of  his  in  the  Cottonian  library.' 

-  1  In  this  acconnt,  grounded  upon  the  Biog.  Brit,  we  have  much  availed  our* 
selves  of  Mr.  Gilpin's  elegant  and  Sttccinct  Lire  of  Cranmer,  1784,  8vo;  butf 
besides  referring  our  readers  to  the  general  bistorieA  of  Burnet,  Fox,  inc.  the 
principal  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  Strype's  **  Meosorials  of  the  most  rev.  fa- 
ther in  God  Thomas  Cranmer,''  1694,  fol.  a  narrative  of  great  accuracy,  and  so 
highly  interesting  that,  notwithstanding  its  size,  it  is  probable  that  many 
readers  have  wished  it  could  have  been  extended  farther.  Of  this  work  the  uni- 
versity of  Oxford,  liiuch  to  its  honour,  has  lately  published  an  edition  in  8vo, 
wkh  some  important  additions  ftnd  corrections  by  Henry  Ellis,  esq.  of  the  Bri- 
tish Museum. — Some  curious  particulars  of  the  archbishop's  family  may  be  seen 
in  the  Gent  Mag.  vol.  LXll.  pp.  991,  993.  and  LXIII.  p.  I29. 
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CRANTOR,  the  last  celebrated  philosopher  of  the  OU 
Academy^  a  native  of  Soli  in  Cilicia,  flourished  aiiout  309 
years  B.  C.  and  died  abont  the  270th  year  B.  C.  He  stu^ 
4lied  under  Xeoocrates  and  Polemo ;  and  he  was  the  first 
who  wrote  conunentaries  on  the  works  of  Plato,  whose  sys- 
tem he  supported.  He  was  highly  celebrated  for  the  purity 
of  his  moral  doctrine,  as  we  may  infer  from  the  praises 
Ihat  are  bestowed  by  the  ancients  upon  his  discouree  **  On 
.Grief,''  which  Cicero  calls  **  a  small  but  golden  piece, 
adapted  to  heal  the  wounds  of  the  mind,  not  by  encourage 
ing  stoical  insensibility,  but  by  suggesting  arguments 
drawn  from  the  purest  fountains  of  philosophy.".  That 
Grantor  acquired  great  repuution  as  a  moral  preceptor  is 
intimated  by  Horace. 

''  Qm,  quid  sit  pulchrum^  quid  turpe,  quid  utile^  quid  ndn^ 
Planius  et  mdius  Chrysippo  et  Crantore  dicit.*' 

'^  Who  better  taught  hit  virtue's  sacred  rules. 
Than  Grantor  and  Chrysii^pus  in  the  ichools/*  ^  ^ 

CRASHAW  (Richard),  an  English  poet,  was  the  son 
of  the  rev.  William  Crashaw,  a  divine  of  some  note  in  his 
day,  and  preacher  at  the  Temple  church,  London.  He 
published  several  volumes  on  points  controverted  between 
the  Roman  catholics  and  protestants,  either  original  or 
translated  ;  and  in  1 608,  a  translation  of  the  Life  of  Gale- 
acius  Caracciolo,  marquis  of  Vico,  an  Italian  nobleman, 
who  was  converted  by  the  celebrated  reformer  Peter 
Martyr,  and  forsook  all  that  rank,  family,  and  Wealth 
could  yield,  for  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  reformed  re- 
ligion. Mr.  Crashaw  also  translated  a  supposed  poem  of 
St.  Bernard's,  entitled  "  The  Complaint  or  Dialogue  be- 
tween the  Soule  and  the  Bodie  of  a  damned  man,*'  1616, 
and  in  the  same  year  published  a  *'  Manual  for  true  Catho^ 
lies,  or  a  handful!  or  rather  a  heartfull  of  holy  Meditations 
and  Prayers.''     All  these  show  him  to  have  been  a  zealous 

{>rotestant ;  but,  like  bis  son,  somewhat  tinctured  with  a 
ove  of  mystic  poetry  and  personification. 

Our  poet  was  born  in  London,  but  in  what  year  is  un- 
certain. In  his  infancy,  sir  Henry  Yelverton  and  sir  Ran* 
dolph  Crew  undertook  the  charge  of  bis  education,  and 
afterwards  procured  him  to  be  placed  in  the  Charter- hoiis^ 
on  the  foundation,  where  he  improved  in  an  extraordinary 

1  Oen.  Dict.«i'Bfocker.*— Diosenes  Laeitius. 
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degree  under  Brookg^  a  very  celebrated  master.  He  wat 
thence  admitted  of  Pembroke-hall,  March  1632,  and  toq^\ 
his  bachelor^s  degree  in  the  fame  college,  in  1634.  He 
then  riemoved  to  Peterhouse,  of  which  he  was  a  fellow  ia 
1637,  and  was  admitted  to  his  master's  degree  in  }638l. 
In  1634,  he  published  a  volume  of  Latin  poems,  mostly 
of  the  devotional  kind,  dedicated  to  Benjamin  Lang,  mas«- 
ter  of  Pembroke-hall.  This  contained  the  well-known  line, 
which  has  sometimes  been  ascribed  to  Dryden  apd  others^ 
on  the  miracle  of  turning  water  into  wine : 

"  Nympha  pudica  Deum  vidit  et  erubuit." 

''  The  modest  water  saw  its  God^  and  blushed.** 

In  1641,  Wood  informs  us,  betook  degrees  at  Oxford. 
At  what  time  he  was  admitted  into  holy  orders  is  uncertain, 
but  he  soon  became  a  popular  preacher,  full  of  energy  and 
enthusiasm.  In  1644,  when  the  parliamentary  army  ex- 
pelled those  members  of  the  university  who  refused  to  take 
the  covenant,  Cnishaw  was  among  the  number;  and  being 
unable  to  contemplate  with  resignation  or  indifference,  the 
ruins  of  the  church-establishment,  went  over  to  France^ 
where  his  sufferings  and  their  peculiar  influence  on  his 
mind  prepared  him  to  embrace  the  Roman  catholic  reli- 
gion. Before  he  left  England,  he  appears  to  have  prac- 
tised many  of  the  austerities  of  a  mistaken  piety,  and  the 
poems  entitled  "  Steps  to  the  Temple/'  were  so  called  in 
allusioa  to  his  passing  his  time  almost  constantly  in  St. 
Mary's  church,  Cambridge.  "  There,'*  says  the  author 
of  the  preface  to  his  poems/  **  he  lodged  under  TertuUian's 
roof  of  angels;  there  he  made  his  nest  more  gladly  than 
David's  swallow  near  the  house  of  God ;  where  like  a  pri- 
mitive saint  he  offered'  more  prayers  in  the  night,  than 
otbers  usually  offer  in  the  day;  there  he  penned  these 
poems,  **  Steps  for  happy  souls  to  climb  Heaven  by.'* 
The  same  writer  informs  us  that  he  understood  Hebrew, 
Greek,  Latin,  Italian,  and  Spanish,    and  was  skilled  in 

{>detry,  music,  drawing,  painting,  and  engraving,  which 
ast  he  represents  as  ^'  recreations  for  vacant  hours,  not  the 
grand  business  of  bis  soul.^ 

In  1646,  the  poet  Cowley  found  Crasbaw  in  France  lit 
^eat  distress,  and  introduced  him  to  the  patronage  of 
'Charles  the  First's  queen,  who  gave  him  letters  of  recom- 
mendation to  Italy.  There  be  became  secretary  to  one  of 
tile  cardinals  at  Kome,  and  was  made  canon  in  the  diurch 
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of  LorettOy  where  he  died  of  a  fever,  soon  after  this  last 
promotioD,  about  the  year  1650.  Cowley's  very  elegant 
and  affectionate  lines  may  be  seen  in  the  works  of  that 
poet  Mr.  Hay  ley  remarks,  that  *'  fine  as  they  are,  Cowley 
has  sometimes  fallen  into  the  principal  defect  of  the  poet 
whom  be  is  praising.  He  now  and  then  speaks  of  sacred 
things  with  a  vulgar  and  ludicrous  familiarity  of  language, 
by  which  (to  use  a  happy  expression  of  Dr.  Johnson's, 
'  readers  far  short  of  sanctity,  may  be  offended  in  the  pre- 
sent age,  when  devotion,  perhaps  not  more  fervent,  is 
more  delicate.'  Let  us  add,  that  if  the  poetical  character 
of  Crasbaw  seem  not  to  answer  this  glowing  panegyric ;  yet 
in  his  higher  cbaractier  of  saint^  be  appears  to  have  had  the 
purest  title  to  this  affectiouate  eulogy."  It  appears  by  a 
passage  in  Selden's  Table  Talk,  that  Crasbaw  had  at  one 
time  an  intention  of  writing  against  the  stage,  and  that 
Selden  succeeded  in  diverting  him  from  his  purpose.  He 
had  not,  however,  to  regret  that  the  stage  outlived  the 
church. 

Crashaw's  poems  were  first  published  in  1646,  under  the 
title  of,   1.  Steps  to  the  Temple.     2.  The  Delights  of  the 
Muses.     3.  Sacred  Poems  presented  to  the  Countess  of 
Denbigh.     But  Mr.  Hayley  is.  of  opinion  that  this  third 
class  only  was  published  at  that  time,  and  that  the  two 
others  were  added  to  the  subsequent  editions.     So  many 
republications  within  a  short  period,  and^  that  period  not 
very  favourable  to  poetry,  sufficiently  mark  the  estimation 
in  which  this  devotional  enthusiast  was  held,  notwithstand- 
ing his  having  relinquished  the  church  in  which  he  had 
been  educated.     His  poems  prove  him  to  have  been  of  the 
school  which  produced  Herbert  and   Quarles.     Herbert 
was   his  model,    and  Granger  attributes  the  anonymous 
poems,  at  the  end  of  Herbert's  volume,  to  Crashaw ;  but 
however  partial  Crashaw  might  be  to  Herbert,  it  is  impos- 
sible he  could  have  been  the  author  of  these  anonymous 
poems,  which  did  not  appear  until  after  his  death,  and 
were  written  by  a  clergyman  of  the  church,  of  England 
known  to  Walton,  who  subjoins  some  commendatory  lines 
dated  1654. 

In  1785,  the  late  Mr.  Peregrine  Phillips  published  a 
selection  from  Crashaw's  poems,  with  an  address  in  which 
he  attacks  Pop«,  for  having  availed  himself  of  the  beauties 
of  Crashaw,  while  he  endeavoured  to  injure  his  f^oie^ 
Against  this  accusation,  Mr.  Hayley  has  amply  vindicated 
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Pope.  Thit  he  has  borrowed  from  him  is  undeniable, 
and  not  unacknowledged  by  himself,  but  that  it  should  be 
his  intention  to  injure  the  fame  of  a  writer  whose  writings 
were  unknown,  unless  to  poetical  antiquaries,  and  that  in 
a  confidential  letter  to  a  friend  whom  he  advised  to  read 
the  poems  as  well  as  his  opinion  of  them^  is  an  absurdity 
scarcely  wortjiy  of  refutation.  Pope  enumerates  among 
.Crashaw's  best  pieces,  the  paraphrase  on  Psalm  xxiii.  the 
verses  on  Lessius,  Epitaph  on  Mr.  Ashton,  Wishes  to  his 
supposed  Mistress,  and  the  Dies  Irte.  Dr.  Warton  recom- 
mends the  translation  from  Moschus,  and  another  from  Ca- 
tullus, and  amply  acknowledges  the  obligations  of  Pope 
and  Roscommon  to  Crashaw.  Mr.  Hayley,  after  specify- 
ing some  of  Pope's  imitations  of  our  author,  conjectures 
that  the  elegies  on  St.  Alexis  suggested  to  him  the  idea  of 
Jiis  Eloisa;  but,  adds  he,  "if  Pope  borrowed  any  tiling 
from  Crashaw  in  this  article,  it  was  only  as  the  sun  borrows 
from  the  earth,  when  drawing  from  thence  a  mere  vapour, 
he  makes  it  the  delight  of  every  eye,  by  giving  it  all  the 
tender  and  gor'^eous  colouring  of  heaven."  Some  of 
Crashaw's  translations  are  esteemed  superior  to  his  original 
poetry,  and  that  of  the  "  Sospetto  d'Herode,"  from  Ma* 
rino,  is  executed  with  Miltonic  grace  and  spirit.  It  has 
been  regretted  that  he  translated  only  the  first  book  of  a 
poem  by  which  Milton  condescended  to  profit  in  his  im* 
mortal  Epic.  The  whole  was,  however,  afterwards  trans^ 
lated  and  published  in  1675,  by  a  writer  whose  initials  only 
are  known,  T.  R.  Of  modern  critics,  Mr.  Headley  and 
Mr.  Ellis  have  selected  recommendatory  specimens  from 
Crashaw.  In  Mr.  Headley's  opinion,  "he  has  originality 
in  many  parts,  and  as  a  translator  is  entitled  to  the  highest 
applause."  Mr.  Ellis,  with  his  accustomed  judgment  and 
moderatiQn,  pronounces  that  "  his  translations  have  con* 
siderable  merit,  but  that  his  original  poetry  is  full  of  con** 
ceit.  His  Latin  poems  were  first  printed  in  1634,^ and 
have  been  much  admired,  though  liable  to  the  same  ob« 
jj^ctions  as  bis  English."* 

CRATES,  the  most  distinguished  philosopher  of  tte 
Cynic  sept  after  Diogenes,  was  by  birth  a  Tfadban,  and 
flourished  about  the  1  l3th  olympiad,  B.  C.  328,  and  died 
after  the  year  287  B.  C.     He  was  honourably  descended, 

>  Biog.  Brit,  by  Mr.  Hayley. --^Joboson  an$l  Chalmers's  BQg^lJsh  Poets,  |Q1,Q, 
— Geot  Ms^.  LXIII.  p,  1001. 
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.atid  inherited  a  large  estate ;  but  when  he  devoted  himself 
to  philosophy,  that  he  might  be  free  from  the  dominion 
of  those  passions  which  are  fostered  by  wealth,  he  distri* 
buted  his  whole  property  among  the  poorer  citizens.  Lear- 
ing  his  native  city,  where  he  had  been  a  disciple  of  Bryso, 
he  went  to  Athens,  and  became  a  zealous  disciple  of  Dio- 
genes ;  adopting  all  the  singularities  of  his  master.  In  his 
natural  temper,  however,  he  was  not,  like  Diogenes,  mo- 
rose and  gloomy,  but  cheerful  and  facetious.  The  follow- 
ing whimsical  tarif  of  expences  is  attributed  to  him :  To  a 
cook  should  be  given  two  minse,  to  a  physician  a  drachma, 
to  a  flatterer  five  talents,  to  an  adviser  smoke,  a  talent  to 
a  courtezan,  and  three  oboles  to  a  philosopher.  Being 
asked  of  what  use  philosophy  was  to  him  ?  '^  To  teach  me,'* 
returned  he,  ^*  to  be  contented  with  a  vegetable  diet,  and 
to  live  exempt  from  care  and  trouble."  Alexander,  cu- 
.  xious  to  see  this  Cynic,  offered  to  rebuild  Thebes,  the 
place  of  his  nativity :  *^  To  what  purpose  V*  interrogated 
Crates ;  **  Another  Alexander  will  destroy  it  afresh.  The 
contempt  of  fame,  and  my  complacency  with  poverty 
atand  me  in  stead  of  a  country  :  these  are  comforts  that  are 
above  the  reach  of  fortune."  Patient  under  injuries,  he 
took  no  other  revenge  for  a  blow  he  had  received  from  a 
certain  Nicodromus,  than  by  writing  under  the  mark  of  it 
on  his  cheek,  **  Nicodromus  fecit."  This  disposition  at« 
tached  to  him  many  friends,  and  procjired  for  him  access 
to  the  houses  of  the  most  wealthy  Athenians,  and  he  ire^^ 
quently  became  an  arbiter  of  disputes  and  quarrels  among 
relations.  His  influence  in  private  families  is  said  to  have 
liad  a  great  effect  in  correcting  the  luxuries  and  vices  which 
prevailed  at  that  time  in  Athens.  His  wife,  Hipparchia> 
who  was  rich  and  of  a  good 'family,  and  had  many  suitors, 
preferred  Crates  to  every  other,  and  when  her  parents  op- 
posed her  inclination,  so  determined  was  her  passion,  she 
threatened  to  put  an  end  to  her  life.'  Crates,  at  the  re- 
quest of  her  parents,  represented  to  Hipparchia  every  cir- 
cumstance in  his  condition  and  manner  of  living,  which 
fnight  induce  her  to  change  her  mind.  Still  she  persisted 
in  her  resolution,  autl  not  only  became  his  wife,  but  adopted 
all  the  Cynic  peculiarities.  Disgraceful  tales  have  been 
circulated  concerning  Crates  and  his  wife ;  but  since  they 
do  not  appear  in  any  writings  of  the  period  in  which  they 
lived,  ana  aTe  heithet  mentioned  by  Epictetus,  who  wrote 
an  apology  for  the  Cynic  philosophy,  nor  by  Lucian  or 
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AtfaensuS}  who  were  so  industrious  in  accumulating  ca- " 
lumnies  against  pliilosophers,  Brucker  thinks  they  must  be 
set  down  among  the  malicious  fictions  of  later  writers,  who 
were  desirous  to  bring  the  Cynic  and  Stoic  sects  into  dis- 
credit Had  either  Diogenes  or  Crates  been  the  beasts 
which  some  have  represented-them,  it  is  wholly  incredible ^ 
that  Zeno  and  the  Stoics  would  have.treated  their  memory 
with  so  much  respect. 

There  was  another  Cratss,  an  Athenian,  who  succeeded 
Polemo  in  the  direction  of  the  old  academy^  Long  attached 
to  one  another  by  a  similarity  of  dispositions  and  pursuits, 
their  friendship  was  uninterrupted  whilst  they  lived,  and' 
they  were  both  buried  in  the  same  grave.  This  Crates 
died  about  the  year  250  B.  C.  ^ 

CRATINUS,  an  ancient  comic  poet,  frequently  men- 
tioned by   Quintiiian,  Horace,   and   Persius,   along  with 
Eupolis  and  Aristophanes,  as  the  great  masters  of  what  we 
call  the  ancient  comedy,  flourbfaed  in  the  81st  olympiad^ 
about  twenty  or  thirty  years  before  Aristophanes.     He  was 
an  Athenian,  and  appears  to  have  spent  his  long  life  in 
his  native  city ;  where,  if  he  did  not  invent  comedy,  he' 
was  at  least  the  first  who  brought  it  into  some  form  and 
method,  and  made  it  fit  for  the  entertainment  of  a  civilized 
audience,  although  it  still  retained  many  marks  of  its  rude* 
original.     Persons  and  vices  were  exposed  in   barefaced- 
satire,  and  the  chief  magistrates  of  the  commonwealth  ri- 
diculed by  name  upon  the  stage.     We  find  in  Plutarch's 
life  of  Pericles  several  passages  oot  of  Cratinus^s  plays, 
where  he  reflected  boldly  on  that  great  general.     Cratinus 
.appears  to  have  been  an  excessive  drinker,  for  which  he 
offered  the  excuse  that  it  was  absolutely   necessary   to 
warm  his  fancy,  and  Horace  quotes  his  authority  to  shew' 
what  short-lived  things  the  offspring  of  water  poets  com- 
monly prove.     For  the  same  reason,  Aristophanes,  in  his> 
**  Irene,'^  attributes  the  death  of  Cratinus  to  the  shock  he 
received  at  the  sight  of  a  noble  cask  of  wine  split  in  pieces 
and  washing  the  streets.     The  time  of  it  is  preserved  in 
the  same  jest  of  Aristophanes,  and  referred  to  the  year  ia 
which  the  Lacedaemonians  first  invested  Athens ;  namely, 
in  the  37th  olympiad,  orB.  C.  431.     Suidas  tells  us,  that 
be  wrotQ  twenty-one  plays,  none  of  which  are  extant,  and 

*  Brttcker.-^Diogtiiei  Xiaertuif,— Fenolon'f  Lives  of  the  Pbilosophen,  lio. 
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he  gives  only  this  short  description  of  his  excelleocies, 
that  be  was  **  splendid  and  animated  in  his  characters.**  ^ 

CRATIPPOS,  pronounced  by  Cicero  to  be  by  far  the 
greatest  of  all  the  Peripatetic  philosophers  be  ever  heard, 
was  of  Mitylene,  and  taught  philosophy  there.  He  wenfc 
afterwards  to  Athens,  where  he  followed  tbe  same  profes* 
sion ;  and  amongst  bis  disciples  had  Cicero^s  son.  Cicero, 
bad  an  high  esteem  for  him,  and  prevailed  upon  Cesar  to 
grant  bim  tbe  freedom  of  Rome  ;  and  afterwards  engaged 
the  Areopagus  to  make  a  decree,  by  which  Cratippus  was 
desired  to  continue  at  Athens,  as  an  ornament  to  the  city,, 
and  to  read  lectures  to  tbe  youth  there.  I'bese  lectures 
were  probably  interesting,  as  Brutus  went  to  bear  them 
when  be  was  preparing  for  the  war  against  Marc  Antony. 
Cratippus  bad  tbe  ati,  of  making  himself  agreeable  to  bis 
disciples,  and  of  pleasing  them  by  bis  conversation,  which 
was  free  from  austerity.  This  appears  from  a  letter  of 
young  Cicero,  where  there  is  the  following  passage :  '*  Know 
then  that  Cratippus  loves  me  not  as  a  disciple,  but  as  a 
son ;  and  as  I  am  very  well  pleased  to  bear  bis  lectures, 
so  1  am  extremely  delighted  with  the  sweetness  of  his  tem- 
pen  I  prevail  with  bim  whenever  I  can  to  sup  with  me ; 
and  this  being  now  customary,  he  comes  often  to  us  un- 
awares, when  we  are  at  supper;  and,  laying  a3ide  his 
philosophic  gravity,  he  is  so  kind  as  to  laugh  and  joke  with 
us/'  There  are  other  proofs  beside  this,  that  Cratippus 
was  a  man  who  understood  life  as  well  as  philosophy.  Alter 
the  battle  of  Pharsalia,  Pompey  went  to  Mitylene,  where 
the  inhabitants  paid  their  respects  to  him,  and  Cratippus 
among  them.  Pompey  complained,  as  Plutarch  tells  us, 
and  disputed  a  little  upon  divine  providence ;  but  Cra- 
tippus gently  yielded  to  him,  giving  him  hopes  of  better 
titnes,  lest  he  should  have  tired  and  vexed  him  with  an- 
swering and  refuting  his  objections.  Cratippus  wrote  some 
pieces  about  divination;  and  is  supposed  to  be  the  same 
with  bim  whom  Tertullian,  in  his  book  **  De  Anima,^*  has 
ranked  among  the  writers  upon  dreams. ' 

CRATON,  or  CRAFFTHEIM  (John),  a, physician  and 
voluminous  writer,  was  born  at  Breslaw  in  1519.  He  re- 
ceived bis  first  instruction  under  Philip  Melanctbon,  and 
being  intended  for  the  church,  he  afterwards  studied  for 
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six  years  under  Martin  Luther  at  Wittenburgh,  but  being« 
more  inclined  to  ^he  practice  of  medicine^  he  was  sent  to 
Padua,  and  placed  under  professor  Monti.  He  here  took 
the  degree  of  doctor,  and  returned  and  settled  at  BreslawTy 
whence,  at  the  end  of  a  few  years,  he  was  called  to  Vienna, 
and  made  physician  and  aulic  counsellor  to  the  emperor, 
Ferdinand  I.  He  filled  the  same  post  under  the  two  sue-, 
ceeding  emperors,  Maximilian  and  Rodolph,  which  he 
notices  in  an  epigram  he  coipposed  a  short  lime  before  his 
death  : 

*'  Caesaribus  placuisse  tiibus,  non  ultima  laus  est. 
Me  pat^r  liac  ornans,  jilius  atque  nepos/* 

His  works  were  numerous  :  the  titles  of  the  principal  of 
them  were,  ^'  De  Morbo  Gallico  Commentarius,**  Franc^ 
1594,  8vo;  *' De  vera  prsecavendi  et  curandi  Febrem  con^ 
tagiosam ,  pestilentem  ratione,'*  1594;  **  Methodus  The- 
rapeutica  ex  Galeni  et  Montani  Sententia.^'  There  were 
also  published  seven  volumes  in  8vo,  of  Fpistles  and  Con- 
sultations ;  and,  according  to  Niceron,  he  was  the  editor 
of  Luther's  *^  Table  Talk ;"  or,  as  some  say,  that  work  ^ 
was  compiled  from  his  recollections  of  conversation  with 
Luther,  but  this  seems  doubtful.    He  died  Nov.  9, 1585.^ 

CRAUFURD,  or  CRAWFURD  (David,  esq.)  was  born  ' 
at  Drumsoy  near  Glasgow,  1665,  and  brought  up  to  the 
law  ;  but  seldom  went  to  the  bar,  his  taste  being  contined 
to  history  and  antiquities,  in  which  he  made  very  great 
progress.  He  was  appointed  historiographer*royai  of  Scot- 
land by  queen  Anne,  and  it  was  at  that  time  .thought  that 
no  man  ever  deserved  that  place  better.  In  1706  he  pub«» 
Kshed,  8vo,  ^<  Memoirs  of  Scotland^^  during  the  times  o£ 
the  four  regents,  which  has  gone  through  two  editions. 
The  '*  Peerage,'*  and  •*  History  of  the  Stuart  Family," 
attributed  to  him  in  the  last  edition  of  this  Dictionary, 
belong  to  George  Crawfurd,  of  whom  we  have  no  account^ 
but,  perhaps,  with  more  reason,  the  Biographia  Dramatira 
attributes  to  him  two  plays,  '^  Courtship  Alamode,"  1 700, 
and  ^^  Love  at  first  Sight,"  1704.  He  is  said  to  have  died 
at  Drumsoy,   1726. 

Crawfurd's  **  Memoirs"  have  hitherto  been  held  in  con-^ 
siderable  estimation,  and  frequently  quoted  as  authorities  j 
but  a  discovery  has  lately  been  made  which  proves  him  to 
have  been  in  one  instance  at  least,  shamefully  regardlesii 

1  Moreri. — ^Niceron,  vol.  XLIII. 
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of  veracity,  and  has  procured  him  the  disgrace  of  being 
^  the  first  Scotchman  who  published  his  own  compositions 
as  the  genuine  pitxiacttons  of  a  former  age/*     This  disco* 
^ery  was  made  by  Mr.  Laing,  the  editor  of  '^  The  Historic 
and  Life  of  king  James  the  sext,^*  published  in  1804,  8vo. 
Be  informs  us  that  in  Crawfurd^s  *'  Memoirs  of  the  Affitirs 
of  Scotland,**  references  occur  to  a  MS.  in  support  of  cer* 
tain  positions,  which  includes  nothing  that  in  the  least 
countenances  them,  and  the  above  *'  Historic/*  printed 
from  that  identical  MS.  amply  confirms  this  heavy  charge, 
^  the  eariiest,  if  not  the  most  impudent  literary  forgery 
ever  practised  in  Scotland."     Every  circumstance  in  the 
MS.  unfavourable  either  to  queen  Mary  or  to  Bothwell,  or 
fovoufable  to  their  adversaries,  Crawfurd  carefully  sup- 
pressed ;  while  every  vague  assertion  in  Camden,  Spottis* 
wood,  Melvill,  and  others,  or  in  the  state  papers  which 
Crawfurd  had  transcribed  from  the  Cotton  MSS.  is  inserted 
in  the  Memotia ;  and  these  writers  are  quoted  on  the  mar« 
gin  as  collateral  authorities,  confirming  the  evidence  of 
some  unknown  contemporary.  Fictions,  invented  by  Craw- 
furd himself,  are  profusely  intermixed :  and  even  the  ill* 
digested  form  of  the  genuine  narrative  is  a  pretext  for  the 
.transposition  and  alteration  of  facts.     Crawfurd,  having 
thus,  on  the  narrow  basis  of  the  original  MS.  constructed 
q>uriou8  memoirs  of  his  own,  **  declares  solemnly  that  he 
baa  not  Mnrested  any  of  the  words  to  add  to  one  man*s  credit, 
or  to  impair  the  honesty  of  another :  that  he  has  neither 
he^htened  nor  diminished  any  particular  character  or  ac^ 
tion  ;  but  that  he  has  kept  as  close  as  possible  to  the  mean- 
ng  and  sense  of  his  author ;"  and  even  in  his  titlepage 
professes  that  the  work  **  is  faithfully  published  from  an 
Authentic  manuscript.**     The  Memoirs,   adds  the   editor 
of  the  *'  Historic,**  have  been  quoted  as  genuine  by  Hume 
and  Robertson,  and  their  authority  has  been  re'-echoed 
by  disputants  as  a  full  confirmation  of  the  most  absolute 
fictions.    Nor  is  it  possible  to  acquit  Goodall  of  connivance 
at  the  fraud :  he  had  collated  the  memoirs  with  two  copies 
of  the  original  MS.  and  was  conscious  of  the  imposture, 
whicb,  in  the  preface  to  the  second  edition,  he  endeavours 
partly  to  vindicate,  and  partly  to  conceal. ' 

.  1  FirDm  the  preceding  edition  of  this  Dictionary*  all  the  errors  of  which  wo 
ire  afraid  we  have  not  been  able  to  correct— See  also  Mr.  Laing^ft  preface  to  thtf 
abore-nientioBed  *'  Hiftorie^"  an  ingenious  article  on  the  same  in  the  British 
Critic,  Tol.  X3nriII.  i  «id  LMDg*»  ••  History  of  Soottand." 
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,t  CRAWFORD  (William),  wks  born  at  Kelso,  1676,  And 
educated  in  the  university  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  took 
bis  degrees,  and  was  ordained  minister  of  a  small  country 
parish  in  the  Merse.  In  1711  he  made  a  most  vigorous 
opposition  to  the  settlement  of  ministers  by  presentations 
instead  of  election  by  the  people,  in  which  he  was  sup-» 
ported  by  some  of  the  most  popular  clergy  in  Scotland.  In 
17 34 he  took  part  with  Messrs.  Ralph  and  Ebenezer  Erskine^ 
in  their  general  sentiments,  but  did  not  think  proper  to 
join  with  them  in  their  leaving  the  established  church.  He 
wrote  a  small  work  entitled  "  Dying  Thoughts  ;'*  and 
flome  '^  Sermons,^  which  have  been  published  in  2  vols. 
12mo.     He  died  1^42,  aged  sixty- six.  ^ 

GRAYER  »(Gaspar  de),  an  eminent  artist,  was  born  at 
Antwerp  in  1585,  and  was  a  disciple  of  Raphael  Coxis,  the 
fton  of  that  Coxis  who  had  studied  under  Raphael ;  but 
Crayer  soon  shewed  such  proofs  of  genius,  that  he  far 
surpassed  his  master,  and  therefore  quitted  him.  After* 
wards  he  made  judicious  observations  on  the  particular 
excellencies  of  the  most  renowned  masters,  and  taking 
nature  for  his  constant  guide,  formed  for  himself  a  manner 
that  was  extremely  pleasing.  The  first  work  which  esta<- 
blisbed  him  in  the  favour  of  the  court  of  Brussels,  was  a 
portrait  of  cardinal  Ferdinand,  brother  to  the  king  of  Spain, 
a  full  length,  as  large  as  life,  in  which  he  succeeded  so 
happily,  that  when  it  was  viewed  by  the  court  at  Madrid 
it  laid  the  foundation  of  his  fame  and  fortune.  The  king 
sent  him  a  gold  chain  with  a  medal ;  and  added,  as  a  farther 
instance  of  bis  favour,  a  considerable  pension.  The  testi* 
Inony  of  Rubens  was  also  highly  in  bis  favour,  who  went 
to  Antwerp  to  visit  Crayer,  and  after  examining  attentively 
a  pictnre  of  his  painting  in  the  refectory  of  the  abbey  of 
Affleghem,  be  publicly  declared  that  no  painter  could^ 
Surpass  Crayer.  Nor  was  he  less  distinguished  by  Van** , 
dyck,  who  always  expressed  a  friendship  for  him,  and 
painted  his  portrait.  It  has  been  said  that  he  had  some-* 
what  less  lire  in  his  compositions  than  Rubens ;  but  that 
his  design  was  frequently  more  correct.  Yet,  says  Mn 
l^useli,  let  not  this  high  strain  of  commendation  seduce  the 
.reader  to  imagine  that  Crayer  was  a  painter  of  the  same 
rank  with  Rubens.  If  he  was  more  equal,  the  reason  lay 
in  his  iuferiority. .    Rubens  had  the  flights^  the  falls^^  aad 

'  Last  edition  of  ibis  Dictionarjr. 
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the  neglects  of  genius.  Grayer  steered  a  middle  course, 
and  preserved  dignity  by  caution.  His  composition  gener 
rally  consisted  of  a  small  number  of  figures;  and  be  very 
judiciously  avoided  the  encumbering  his  design  with  super- 
fluous particularst  or  loading  his  subject  with  any  thing 
that  seemed  not  to  contribute  to  its  elegance.  He  grouped 
bis  figures  with  skill,  and  bis  expressions  have  all  the  truth 
of  nature.  There  is  a  remarkable  variety  in  his  draperies, 
and  an  equal  degree  of  simplicity  in  their  folds ;  and  his 
colouring  is  admirable.  Of  all  bis  contemporaries  he  was 
reckoned  to  approach  nearest  to  Vandyck,  not  only  in 
history,  but  in  portrait.  He  principally  painted  religious 
subjects,  and  was  continually  at  work;  and  although  he 
lived  to  a  great  age,  yet  his  temperance  and  regular  ha- 
bits preserved  the  full  use  of  his  faculties  ;  and  to  the  last 
month  of  his  long  life  hb  pencil  retained  the '  same  force 
and  freedom  which  it  possessed  in  his  most  vigorous  days. 
He  died  in  1669,  aged  eighty-four.  The  subject  of  the 
picture  which  was  so  highly  honoured  by  the  approbatioa 
of  Rubens,  is  the  centurion  alighting  from  his  horse  to 
prostrate  himself  at  the  feet  of  Christ  Yet  sir  Joshua. 
Reynolds  says  of  it,  that  though  it  cannot  be  said  to  be 
defective  in  drawing  or  colouring,  it  is  far  from  being  a 
striking  picture.  There  is  no  .union  between  his  figures 
^id  the  ground ;  the  outline  is  every  where  seen,  whic^ 
lakes  away  the  softness  and  richness  of  effect ;  the  men  are 
insipid  characters,  and  the  women  want  beauty.  The  comr 
position  is  something  on  the  plan  of  the  great  picture  of 
Rubens  in  the  St.  Augustins  at  Antwerp  :  that  is,  the  sub- 
ject is  of  the  same  kind,  but  there  is  a  great  difference 
indeed  in  their  degree  of  merit.  * 

C  RE  BILLON  (Prosper  Jouot  de),  who  has  been 
called  the  ^scbylus  of  France,  was  born  at  Dijon,  Feb. 
]3,  1674,  and  was  educated  among  the  Jesuits,  who  are 
said  to  have  recorded  him  in  their  registers  ^*  as  a  boy  of 
parts,  but  remarkably  graceless.*'  fiis  family,' long  dis« 
tinguished  in  the  magistracy  both  on  the  father's  and 
mother's  side,  wishing  to  preserve  its  acquired  lustre,  his 
jfatber,  who  was  chief  register  in  the  chamber  of  accounts 
at  Dijon,  recommended  the  law  to  him,  without,  it  would 
appear,  consulting  his  inclination.     He  studied  it,  how-r 

*    I  Argenville. — Oetcamps.-^Pilkin^on.— Sir  Joshua  Risynolda's  Works,  veL 
II.  p.  378,  Svo  ediU 
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ever,  at  Pans ;  was  admitted  advocate,  and  afterwards  en- 
tered as  pupil  to  a  solicitor.  His  frequent  attendance  on 
public  spectacles,  appears  to  have  early  given  him  a  relidb 
for  the  stage,  and  he  could  not  conceal  it  from  his  master, 
the  solicitor,  who,  from  the  eloquence  with  which  Cre* 
billon  spoke  of  the  master-pieces  of  the  drama,  predicted 
that  he  would  one  day  make  a  figure  on  the  theatre.  He 
even  ventbred  to  advise  his  pupil  to  renounce  the  bar,  and 
Ibllow  the  impulse  of  his  genius.  This,  however,  rather 
disheartened,  than  encouraged  him,  as  he  bad  a  great  dif- 
fidence of  himself;  but  at  length,  daily  urged  by  counsels, 
the  sincerity  of  which  he  could  not  suspect,  and  still  more 
by  inclination,  he  hazarded  a  piece  which  he  ventured  to 
read  to  th«  players,  but  it  was  rejected,  and  he  almost 
forswore  the  pursuit  of  dramatic  fame. 
*  Become,  however,  more  calm,  he  wrote  his  tragedy  of 
^'  Idomeneus,'^  the  success  of  which  consoled  him  for  bis 
former  misfortune.  Its  action,  indeed,  was  feeble,  its  style 
negligent,  and  the  fable  unpleasing,  yet  some  particular 
beauties  caused  the  faults,  both  of  the  plan  and  of  the 
execution,  to  be  pardoned.  He  made  a  single  bound  from 
*-*  Idomeneus'*  to  "  Atreus  and  Thyestes,*'  a  tragedy  which 
left  the  former  far  behind  it.  The  interest  in  the  latter 
piece  is  not,  perhaps,  much  more  considerable  than  in 
'*  Idomeneus  ;'*  but  the  action  is  more  lively  and  attrac- 
tive; the*  style,  without  being  much  more  correct,  has 
more  colour  and  strength  ;  and  the  beauties  are  more  fre- 
quent and  striking.  This  tragedy  long  kept  its  place  on 
the;  stage,  but  the  horrid  catastrophe  by  which  it  is  ter- 
minated, has  always  injured  the  complete  success  of  the 
piece  at  its  revivals,  as  it  did  during  its  novelty. 

The  character  of  horror  for  which  "  Atreus"  was  re- 
proached', was  softened  by  the  author,  not  without  somd 
regretj  in  his  tragedy  of  **  Electra,"  which  soon  followed, 
And  which  obtained  great  and  deserved  success ;  and  al- 
though the  critics  pointed  out  some  defects  in  the  noanage-^ 
ment  of  the  feble,  the  interesting  nature  of  the  subject, 
the  ^^rmth  of  the  action,  happy  and  impressive  lines,  the 
^aracter  of  Electra,  drawn  with  a  firm  and  noble  pencil; 
and  the  superior  beauty  of  the  part  of  Palamedes,  united 
all  suffrages. 

"  After  the  success  of  **  Electra,"  it  might  have  been  sup- 
posed that  Crebillod's  dramatic  glory  had  been  at  its  height, 
Btkik^  bad  already  left  behind  him  the  whole  swarm  of  tra^ 
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gic  poets  who  lingered  on  the  scene  after  Comeille  and 
lUcipe.  He  surpassed  himself,  however,  in  "  Rhadami*^ 
tus,"  bis  master-piece ;  bold  and  lofty  in  it»  design,  ori* 
gioal  and  vigorous  in  its  execution*  The  characters  of 
Rhadamistus,  Zenobia,  and  Pharasmanes,  are  drawn  with 
equal  energy  and  warmth ;  the  action  is  interesting  and 
animated ;  the  situations  striking  and  theatrical ;  the  s^le 
is  marked  with  a  kind  of  savage  dignity,  whictf  seems  to 
be  the  characteristic  quality  of  this  tragedy,  and  to  dis« 
tinguish  it  from  all  others.  The  subject  of  ^*  Rhadamistus*' 
had  wpnderfuUy  delighted  Crebillon.  The  part  of  Pharas* 
manes,  the  implacable  enemy  of  Roman  ambition  and  ar« 
rogance,  gave  scope  to  the  author  to  display  in  all  its  force 
the  deep  and  lively  hatred  with  which  he  was  himsdf  pe* 
netrated  for  ^^  tyrants  of. the  universe;"  for  this  was  the 
title  he  always  gave  to  the  Romans,  whose  annals  awaken 
so  many  ideas  of  glory,  and  whose  glory  made  so  many 
wretched.  He  considered  the  conquests  of  this  insolent 
and  cruel  nation,  and  the  chains  which  it  imposed  upon  so 
many  nations,  as  one  of  the  greatest  calamities  which  had 
ever  befallen  the  human  race.  We  know  not  how  far  the 
English  reader  may  understand  the  merits  of  this  piece 
from  Mr.  Murphy's  tragedy  of  Zenobia,  professedly  taken 
from  it,  and  which  was  at  one  time  very  popular.  Of  Cre* 
billon's  **  Rbadamistus,*'  two  editions  were  printed  in  a 
week.  It  received  the  highest  applause  at  Versailles,  which 
in  this  instance  agreed  with  Paris ;  and  the  author's  friends 
pressed  him  to  shew  himself  at  court,  to  enjoy  his  triumph^ 
aod  to  receive  thence  those  favours  which  his  narrow  for-* 
tune  rendered  necessary.  Full  of  those  fidbcious  hopes, 
he  repaired  to  Versailles,  but  was  totally  disregarded* 
After  a  considerable  stay,  he  determined  to  depend  upon 
his  own  resources,  and  flattered  himself  wi^h  obtaining 
fresh  laurels,  and  with  giving  worthy  successors  to  <*  Rba« 
damisttts."  But  to  all  writers,  and  especially  to  dramatic 
writers,  there  is  an  sra  at  which  their  success  reaches  the 
highest  point  which  their  measure  of  genius  permits  them 
to  attain.  ,This  happened  to  Crebillon,  who  now  produced 
"  Xerxes,"  and  "  Semicamis,"  both  of  which  had  very 
SHiall  success.  His  ^^  Pyrrhus'*  met  with  a  better  reoep^ 
tion,  yet  its  success  was  t^pporary,  and  the  work  has  dis«« 
appeared  from  the  stage.  In  llie  interval  between  ^^Xenes'* 
9od  <<  Semiramis,"  he  commenced  a  tragedy  of  ^^  CroBi'* 
WfiU,"  in  wluch  he  gav^e  the  freest  raage  to  the  4ienEtimenta 
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of  liberty,  and  was  prohibited  from  continuing  the  piece; 
But  the  tragedy  of  *^  Pyrrhus^'  may  be  considered  as  almost 
the  limit  of  his  dramatic  labours.  After  this,  becoming 
disgusted  with  the  theatre,  he  went  to  an  unknown  retreat^ 
where  he  adopted  a  simple,  frugal,  and  almost  rigid  mod^ 
of  living,  surrounded  by  about  thirty  dogs  and  cats,  whose 
attachment,  as  he  said,  consoled  him  for  the  injustice  of 
men ;  and  here  he  used  tp  smoke  tobacco  to  render  hi« 
room  bearable  with  such  company.  Crebillon,  however, 
was  not  unjust  to  the  world;  he  might  have  felt  the  dis- 
appointment of  his  ambition  at  court,  but  he  imputed  bis 
theatrical  disgraces  to  himself  alone.  After  the  first  re- 
presentation of  '^  Xerxes,^'  which  was  not  a  favourable 
one,  he  asked  the  players  for  their  parts,  and  having 
thrown  them  into  the  fire  in  their  presence,  he  said,  ^<  I 
was  mistaken,  but  the  public  has  undeceived  me." 

Notwithstanding  his  repeated  successes,  he  was  unable 
in  the  most  brilliant  season  of  bis  reputation,  to  obtain  a 
seat  in  the  French  academy,  perhaps,  for  one  reason,  be«« 
cause  he  had  written  a  severe  satire  against  them.  After^ 
however,  he  bad  been  long  forgotten,  he  was  elected  into 
the  academy,  Sept.  27,  1731,  and  obtained  favours  from, 
the  court.  He  was  also  urged  to  fitiish  the  tragedy  oC 
^'  Cataline  *,"  which  he  had  begun  thirty  years  before^ 
and  which,  from  some  passages  he  had  read  to  his  friends, 
was  spoken  of  as  a  dramatic  wonder.  This  piece  had  hue 
a  transient  success,  however,  and  even  for  this  it  was  in- 
debted to  the  interest  inspired  in  the  public  by  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  the  author,  and  especially  to  the  numerous 
and  powerful  cabal,  whose  object  was  to  sacrifice  his  rival 
Voltaire  t,  who  was  now  making  an  eminent  figure  in  the 
drama.     Crebillon  himself  was  so  little  flattered  by  thei 

*  The  creditors  of  Crebillon  would  ceived  him  uncommonly  wed,  bein; 

faave  stopped  the  profits  of  this  trashed  y ;  struck  with  his  venerable  and  interest- 

but  the  spirit«d  old  bard  iippealed  to  iofp  fignre ;  but  ahe  was  in  bed,  «o4 

the  Kin^  in  coundl,  and  procured  au  at  the  instant  the  old  poet  was  kisaiof 

honourable  decree  in  his  favour,  setting  her  hand,  the  king  entered  the  room.- 

forth,  that  works  of  genius  should  not  **  A^as  (  tnadame  *."  exelaimed  CrebiU 

bo  deemefd  effects  that  were  capable  of  Ion,  "  the  king  has  surprised  ust  I  ani 

being    seized. — ^Warton's    Essay     on  undone.''    This  exclamation,  from  the 

'  Pope.  mouth  of  an  old  man  of  eighty,  dU 

f  In  order  to  remove.  Voltaire  from  varted  Louis  XV.   exceedingly.    The 

court,  Crebillon  was  recommended  as  monarch    zealously    patronized  Cre., 

a  superior  poet  to  madame  de  Pompa-  biildn  ever  after,  got  his  works  printed 

dour.     Hearing  thaft  he  waa  poor,  thtt  nt  the  }Mress.of  the  Louvre,  aM,  aftsfe« 

lady  obtained   for  hioi  a  peiaion  Q,i  his  d^ath,  erected  a  marble  monumett^ 

2400  FrencK  livres.     When  Crebillon  to  his  memory  in  the  church  of  St  Ger* 

Went  tn  tliaak'hi»  patnmett,  die  re*.  v«it>  wbere-hii remains  areiinterreit  * 
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indiscreet  ardour  of  bis  friends,  that  be  opposed,  as  mach 
as  he  was  able;  all  the  means  they  wished  to  emplay  for 
his*  success.  One  of  them  having  asked  him  for  tickets  for 
the  first  representation  of  **  Cataline/*  **  You  well  know,'* 
he  replied,  *^  that  I  would  not  have  a  single  person  in  the 
pit  who  should  think  himself  obliged  to  applaud  me/' 
*'  Such  applause,"  returned  his  friend,  **  it  is  so  far  from 
my  intention  to  procure,  that,  you  may  be  assured,  the 
persons  to  whom  Tshall  give  your  tickets,  will  be  the  first 
to  hiss  the  piece,  if  it  deserves  to  be  hissed."  <*  In  that 
case,"  said  Crebillon,  '''you  shall  have  them." 
*  The  favours  of  the  court,  even  when  Crebillon  was 
loaded  with  them,  only  incited  him  to  justify  them  by  new 
success,  and  therefore  he  undertook  a  tragedy  on  ''  The 
Triumvirate,"  in  which  he  thought  he  might  introduce, 
with  some  slight  alterations,  several  passages  of  that  tra- 
gedy of  Cromwell,  formerly  so  dear  to  him,  and  which  be 
bad  suppressed  against  his  will.  These  passages  he  now, 
by  the  advice  of  his  friends,  so  altered,  as  not  to  give 
oflFence  to  government;  but  the  age  of  the  author  wan  too 
visible  in  this  piece,  and  though  it  escaped  being  hissed, 
the  crowd  staid  away.  After  a  few  representations,  the 
tragedy  disappeared,  and  the  author  thought  only  of  ti- 
Bisbing  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  peace. 

The  memory  of  Crebillon  was  astonishing ;  and  it  con- 
tinued so  to  the  end  of  his  life.  He  never  wrote  down  his 
pieces  till  the  moment  of  representation  ;  and  when  more 
than  seventy,  he  repeated  by  heart  his  tragedy  of  '^  Ca- 
taline"  to  the  actors.  When  he  recited  a  scene  to  his 
friends,  and  they  made  a  criticism  which  appeared  to  him 
just,  he  recomposed  the  passage,  and  totally  forgot  the 
first  manner,  remembering  only  the  last'  In  general,  he 
was  much  more  docile  to  criticism  than  many  authors,  to 
whom  this  docility  would  have  been  so  useful.  He  once 
recited  to  a  company  of  men  of  letters  a  tragedy  be  had 
just  composed,  and  finding  that  they  did  not  admire  ir^ 
'^  There  is  no  more  to.be  said  about  it,"  be  cried,  ^*  you 
have  pronounced  its  sentence;"  and  thenceforth  he  en- 
tirely forgot  it. 

About  the  time  when  Crebillon  first  devoted  himself  to 
the  theatre,  he  fell  in  love,  and  married  without  the  con- 
sent of  bis  parents.  His  father  was  already  greatly  irri- 
tated against  him  for  having  preferred  thfe  glory  of  a  ce- 
lel^rate^^  writer  to  th$  consequence  of  a  subaltern  magisi«^ 
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trete.  But  he  thought  his  son  entirely  dishonoured  by  al-  ' 
liance-with  a  family  neither  opulent  nor  noble;  and  he 
uisinherited  him  for  his  ingratitude  and  rebellion.  Some 
years  afterward,  however,  when  the  brilliant  reputation 
Crebilion  began  to  enjoy,  came  to  the  ears  of  his  hitherto 
inexorable  father,  the  old  man's  vanity  was  flattered,  and 
he  began  to  think  that  his  son  had  acted  his  part  in  life 
T^ery  prudently.  In  consequence  he  restored  him  to  his  * 
rights.  Crebillop,  after  his  father^s  death,  went  to  receive 
the  ve;ry  moderate  inheritance  he  had  left  him ;  but  the 
fees  of  justice  devoured  a  part,  and  the  Mississippi  bubble 
finished  the  rest.  For  some  time  he  found  a  resource  ia 
the  bounty  of  some  opulent  persons ;  but  they  were  soon 
wearied  with  heaping  favours  upon  one  who  would  neither 
be  their  humble  servant  nor  their  dependent.  Crebilion 
again  became  free  and  poor ;  and  though,  during  the  sea-- 
son  of  his  transitory  opulence,  he  had  carried  the  love  of 
expence  to  a  taste  for  fancies  and  superfluities,  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  accommodating  himself  to  the  kind  of  life  his 
new  situation  required. 

Crebilion  died  on  June  17,  1762,  aged  eighty-eight,  of' 
a  disease  which  the  robustness  of  his  constitution  long 
resisted.  The  players  caused  a  solemn  service  to  be  per- 
formed for  him  in  the  church  of  St.  Jean  de  Latran,  at 
which  they  all  assisted  with  the  most  respectful  decorum, 
and  the  ceremony  was  also  graced  by  the  presence  of  the 
academies,  the  most  distinguished  men  of  letters,  and  ar 
great  number  of  persons  of  the  highest,  rank.  From  La 
Harpers  Lectures,  who  is  rather  severe  on  Crebilion,  we 
learn  that  the  ^*  Rhadamistus*'  and  *^  Atreus*'  are  the  only 
pieces  by  him  which  still  keep  their  place  on  the  stage; 
His  works,  however,  continue  to  be  in  demand  in  France^ 
if  we  may  judge  from  the  numerous  editions  which  havel 
very  lately  issued  from  the  press*  ^ 

CREBILLON  (Claude  Prosper  Joliot  de),  son  of 
the  preceding,  was  born  at  Paris  February  12,  1707,  and 
died  there  April  12,  1777,  at  the  age  of  70^  It  i$  said  that 
his  father  being  one  day  asked,  in  a  large  company,  which 
of  his  works  be  thought  the  best?  ^^  I  don^t  know,"  an^^ 
swered  he,  ^^  which  is  my  best  production ;  but  this 
(pointing  to  bis  son^  who  was  present)    is  eertainly  my 

<  D*Alenibert'8  Eulogies,  by  Aikin,  2  vols.  8ro. — Diet.  Hi^t. — Month.  R^eir. 
ifol.XXXVlI  atid  XLVIli,  N.  S.— For  A  character  uf  CataUoe^  see  ChesteT- 
lieid^  Miicellanies,  vol.  it,  p.  109. 

Vol.  X.  K  K 


498  CREBILLON. 

worst/* — "  It  is,"  replied  the  son,  with  vivacity,  "  because 
no  Carthusian  had  a  hand  in  it  :*'  alluding  to  the  report, 
that  the  best  passages  in  his  father^s  tragedies  had  been 
written  by  a  Carthusian  friar,  who  was  his  friend.  His 
fether  had  gained  his  fame  as  a  manly  and  nervous  writer ; 
the  son  was  remarkable  for  the  ease,  elegance,  and  caustic 
malignity  of  his  conversation  and  writings,  and  might  be 
mirnamed  the  Petronius  of  France,  as  his  father  had  been 
characterised  by  that  of  the  ^schylus.  The  abb6  Boudot, 
who  lived  on  familiar  terms  with  him,  said  to  him  one  day 
in  reply  to  some  of  his  jokes  :  "  Hold  thy  tongue ! — ^Thy 
lather  was  a  great  man  ;  but  as  for  thee,  thou  art  only  a 
great  boy."  "  Crebillon  the  father,"  says  M.  d'Alembert, 
^  paints  in  the  blackest  colours  the  crimes  and  wickedness 
of  man.  The  son  draws,  with  a  delicate  and  just  pencil, 
the  refinements,  the  shades,  and  even  the  graces  of  our 
vices ;  that  seducing  levity  which  renders  the  French  what 
is  called  amiable^  but  which  does  not  signify  worthy  of  ^- 
ing  beloved ;  that  restless  activity,  which  makes  them  feel 
ennui  even  in  the  midst  of  pleasure ;  that  perversity  of 
principles,  disguised,  and  as  it  were  softened,  by  the  mask 
of  received  forms ;  in  short,  our  manners,  at  onee  frivo- 
lous and  corrupt,  wherein  the  excels  of  depravity  combines 
with  the  excess  of  ridiculousness.*'  This  parallel  is  more 
just  than  the  opinion  of  L'Advocat,  who  says  that  the  ro- 
mances of  Crebillon  are  extremely  interesting,  because  all 
the  sentiments  are  drawn  from  a  sensible  heart,  but  it  is 
plain  that  this  ^*  sensible  heart"  is  full  of  affectation,  and 
that  the  author  describes  more  than  he  feels.  However 
this  may  be,  Crebillon  never  had  any  othei*  post  than  that 
of  censor-royal.  He  is  said  to  have  lived  with  his  iatheif 
as  with  a  friend  and  a  brother ;  and  his  marriage  with  an 
English  woman,  whom  Crebillon  the  father  did  not  ap- 
prove, only  produced  a  transient  misunderstanding.  The 
principal  works  of  the  son  are  :  1 .  Letters  from  the  mar- 
chioness to  the  count  of  ***,  1732,  2  vols.  12tfiOi  2.  Tan- 
Mi  and  N^adarn6,  1734,  2  vols.  12mo.  This  romance, 
abounding  in  satirical  allusions  and  often  unintelligible, 
and  which  caused  the  author  to  be  put  into  the  bastille, 
was  more  applauded  than  it  deserved.  3.  "  Les  egare- 
ments  du  coeur  &  de  Pesprit,"  1736,  thrfee  parts,  12mo. 
4.  "  The  Sopha,"  a  moral  tale,  1745,  1749,  2  vols.  12mo, 
grossly  immoral,  as  most  of  his  works  are.  For  this  he  was 
banished  from  Paris  for  some  time.     5.  ^<  Lettres  Ath^ni- 
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^irteis/'  1771,4 vols.  l2ino.  6.  "  Ah!  quel conte !*'  1764, 
8  parts,  12010.  7*  "  Les  Heureux  Orphelins,"  1754,  2 
vols.  l2mo.  8.  "  La  Nuit  &  le  Moment,"  1755,  12mo. 
9.  "  Le  baisard  du  coin  du  feu,"  1763,  12mo.  10.  "  Let- 
tres^  de  la  duchesse  de  ***,"  &c.  1768,  2  vols.  12ino. 
11.  ^^  Lettres  de  la  marquise  de  Pompadour/'  l2mo,  au 
epistolary  romance,  written  in  an  easy  and  bold  style ;  but 
relates  few  particulars  of  the  lady  whose  name  it  bears. 
The  whole  of  bis  works  have  been  collected  in  7  vols^ 
12mo,  1779.* 

CREECH  (Thoacas),  an  English  poet,  chiefly  noted  for 
his  translations  of  ancient  authors^  was  ,son  of  Thomas 
Creeeh,  and  born  near  Sherbourne  in  Dorsetshire,  1659^ 
He  was  educated  in  grammar  learning  under  Mr.  Gurgan- 
ven  of  Sherbourne,  to  whom  he  afterwards  dedicated  a 
translatiiHi  of  one  of  Theocrltus's  Idylliums ;  and  entered 
a  commoner  of  Wadbam  college  ii^  Oxford,  1675.  Wood 
tells  us,  that  his  father  waft  a  gentleman  ;  but  Jacob  says^ 
in  bis  *^  Lives  and  Characters  of.  English  Poets,"  that  his 
parents  were  not  in  circumstances  sufficient  to  support  him 
through  a  liberal  education,  but  that  his  disposition  and 
capacity  for  learning  raised  him  up  a  patron  in  colonial 
Strangeways,  whose  generosity  supplied  that  defect. 
Creech  certainly  distinguished  himself  much;  and  was 
accounted  a  good  philosopher  and  poet,  n-nd  a  severe  stu- 
dent June  13!,  1683,  he  took  the  degree  of  M.  A.  and  not 
long  after  was  elected  probationer  fellow  of  All-souls  col-* 
lege ;  to  which,  Jacob  observes,  the  great  reputation  ac- 
quired by  his  translation  of  Lucretius  recommended  him. 
"yV^ood  tells  us,  that  upon  this  occasion  he  gave  singular 
proofs  of  his  classical  learning  and  philosophy  before  his 
examiners.  In  1696  he  took  his  degree  of  bachelor  of 
divinity,  and  began  to  be  well  known  by  the  works  he  pub*- 
Ushed ;  but  they  were  of  no  great  advantage  to  bis  fortune^ 
unce  his  circumstances  were;, always  indifferent.  In  1699, 
having  taken  orders,  he  was  presented  by  his  college  to  the 
living  of  Welwyn  in  Hertfordshire;,  but  while  at  Oxford^ 
on  another  occasion,  in  June  1700,  he  put  an  end  to  his 
life.  The  motives  of  this  fatal  catastrophe  have  been  va« 
riously  represented*.    M.  Bernard  informs  us,  in  the  **  Re* 

1  Diet.  Hist — He  corresponded  at  one  time  with  Lord  Chesterfteld,  and  some 
of  hig  letters  may  be  seen  in  his  lordship's  Miscelianeous  Works,  vol.  II.  They 
^tford  a  sorry  proof  of  CrebiHoii'ft  virtue  or  deficajcyi  bnt.  he  probably  kpew  to 
vhom  be  was  writin^^. 
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public  of  Letters/*  that  in  1700,  Creech  fell  in  love  with  a 
woman,  who  treated  him  contemptuously,  though  she  was 
complaisant  enough  to  others ;  that  not  being  able  to  digest 
this  usage,  he  was  resolved  not  to  survive  it ;  and  that  he 
hanged  himself  in  his  study,  in  which  situation  he  was 
found  three  days  after.  Jacob  says  nothing  of  the  particu- 
lar manner  of  his  death,  but  only  that  he  unfortunately 
made  away  with  himself:  which  he  ascribes  to  a  naturally 
morose  and  splenetic  temper,  too  apt  to  despise  the  under- 
standings and  performances  of  others.  ^^  This,''  says  Ja- 
cob, '*  made  him  less  esteemed  than  his  great  merit  de- 
served ;  and  his  resentments  on  this  account  frequently 
engaged  him  in  those  heats  and  disputes  which  ia  the  end 
proved  fatal  to  him."  But  from  an  original  letter  of  Ar- 
thur Charlett,  preserved  in  the  Bodleian  library,  it  has 
lately  been  discovered,  that  this  unhappy  event  was  owing 
to  a  very  different  cause.  There  was  a  fellow  collegian  of 
whom  Creech  frequently  borrowed  money ;  but  repeating 
his  applications  too  often,  he  met  one  day  with  such  a 
cold  reception,  that  he  retired  in  a  fit  of  gloomy  disgust, 
and  in  three  days  was  found  hanging  in  his  room :  and 
Mr.  Malone  has  more  recently  published  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Tanner,  by  which  it  appears  that  Creech 'had  before  ex- 
hibited marks  of  insanity. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  his  translations ;  for  we  do  not 
find  him  to  have  been  the  author  of  any  original  works* 
1.  A  translation  of  **  Lucretius,'"  printed  in  8vo,  at  Ox- 
ford, 1682.  Dryden,  in  the  preface  to  the  ^'Miscellany 
Poettis,"  which  were  published  by  him,  speaks  of  this 
translation  in  the  highest  terms  of  approbation,  calling 
Creech  *'  the  ingenious  and  learned  translator  of  Lucre- 
tius ;"  and  every  body  else  entertained  the  same  opinion  of 
it.  In  the  edition  of  1714,  in  2  vols.  8vo,  all  the  verses  of 
the  text,  which  Creech  had  left  untranslated,  particularly 
those  in  the  fourth  book  about  the  nature  of  Jove,  are  sup- 
plied ;  and  many  new  notes  added  and  intermixed  by  ano- 
ther band,  by  way  of  forming  a  complete  sy3tem  of  the 
Epicurean  philosophy.  Creech  had  published  in  1695  an 
edition  of  Lucretius  ih  .  Latin,  with  notes,  which  were 
afterwards  printed  at  the  end  of  the  English  translation. 
Another  edition  of  this,  much  enlarged,  but  very  incorrect, 
was  published  in  1717  in  8vo.  The  best  is  that  of  Glas- 
gow, 1759,  12mo.  He  will  perhaps  be  far  longer  remem- 
bered as  the  editor  than  the  translator  of  Lucretius.     2.  In 
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1634  he  published  a  translation  of  ^'"Horace  ;*'  in  which, 
however y  he  has  omitted  some  few  odes.  As  to  the  satires, 
he  was  advised,  as  he  tells  us  in  the  preface,  ^' to  turn  them 
to  our  own  time ;  since  Rome  was  now  rivalled  in  her  vices ; 
and  parallels  for  hypocrisy,  profaneness,  avarice,  and  the 
like,  were  easy  to  be  found.  "But  those  crimes,"  he  .de- 
clares, ^^  were  out  of  his  acquaintance ;  and  since  the  cha- 
racter is  the  same  whoever  the  person  is,  he  was  not  so 
fond  of  being  hated,  as  to  make  any  disobliging  application. 
Such  pains,"  says  he,  ^^  would  look  like  an  impertinent 
labour  to  find  a  dunghill."  3.  The  "  Idylliums"  of  Theo- 
critus, with  Rapines  discourse  of  pastorals,  1684,  8vo.  4» 
The  second  elegy  of  Ovid's  first  book  of  elegies  j  the  sixth, 
seventh,  eighth,  and  twelfth  of  the  second  book ;  the  story 
of  Lucretia,  out  of  the  Fasti ;  and  the  second  and  third  of 
Vifgirs  eclogues ;  printed  in  a  collection .  of  miscellany 
poems,  1684.  5.  The  thirteenth  satire  of  Juvenal,  witti 
notes.  Printed  in  the  English  translation  of  the  satires, 
1693,  in,  folio.  6.  A  translation  into  English  of  the  verses 
prefixed  to  Quintinie*s  Complete  Gardener.  7.  The  Lives 
of  Solon,  Pelopidas,  and  Cleomenes,  from  Plutarch.  8. 
The  Life  of  Pelopidas,  from  Cornelius  Nepos.  9.  La- 
conic apophthegms,  or  remarkable  sayings  of  the  Spar- 
tans, from  Plutarch.  10.  A  discourse  concerning  So- 
crates's  dasmoji,  and  the  two  first  books  of  the  Symposiacs, 
from  Plutarch.  These  translations  from  Plutarch  were 
published  in  the  English  transIation;5  of  his  ^^  Lives''  and 
<<  Morals."  1 1.  A  translation,  of  Manilius's  Astronomicoo, 
dated  from  All- Souls,  Oc,t.  10,  1696. — On  his  father's 
monument  he  is  called  ^*  the  learned,  much  admired,  and 
much  envied  Mr.  Creech."  By  whom  he  could  have  been 
envied,  we  know  not,  yet  there  is  a  ridiculous  story  that 
Dryden  became  SQ  jealous  of  him,  as  to  incite  him  to 
translate  Horace  that  he  might  lose  as  much  reputation  by 
that  poet,  as  he  had  gained  by  Lucretius.  His  poetry  will 
scarcely  at  present  be  deemed  an  object  which  calls  fpr 
much  criticism,  as  be  is  rather  a  good  scholar  than  a 
good  poet;  and  in  the  instance  of  Lucretius,  a  most  judi- 
cious editor.  Dr.  Warton,  however,  who  will  be  allowed 
to  bean  admirable  judge,  has  spoken  of  him  in  terms  of 
/applause.  "  Creech,"  says  the  doctor,  **  in  truth,  is  a 
much  better  translator  than  he  is  usually  supposed  and 
allowed  to  be.  He  is  a  nervous  and  vigorous  writer  !  and 
many  parts,  not  only  of  his  Lucretius,  but  of  bis  Theo- 
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critus  and  Horace  (though  now  decried)  have  not  heen 
excelled  by  other  trantlatort.  One  of  h»  pieces  may  be 
pronounced  excellent;  his  translation  of  the  thirteenth 
satire  of  Juvenal ;  eqiial  to  any  that  Dryden  has  given  us 
of  that  author.**  Pope  certainly  paid  him  no  sniall  com-  * 
pliment  by  beginning  his  epistle  to  Mr.  Marray  (afterwards 
lord  Mansfield)  with  two  lines  from  Creech's  Horace.  Pope 
used  to  say  that  *^  he  hurt  his  translation  of  Lucretius  very 
much  by  imitating  Cowley,  and  bringing  in  turns  even 
into  some  of  the  most  grand  parts.  He  has  done  more 
justice  to  Manilius.*'  ^ 

CREED  (Elizabeth),   a  very  amiable  and  ingenious 
lady,    nearly  related  to  the   poet  Dryden,  was  the  only 
daughter  of  sir  Gilbert  Pickering,  bart.  by  Elizabeth,  the 
only  daughter  of  sir  Sidney  Montagu,  knt.  and  sister  of 
Edward  Montagu,  first  earl  of  Sandwich.     She  was  bom 
in  1642,  and  was  married  to  John  Creed  of  Oundle,  esq.  a 
wise,  learned,  and  pious  man  (as  his  inscription,  written 
by  her,  intimates),  *^  who  served  his  majesty  Charles  II.  in 
diverse  honourable  employments  at  home  and  abroad ; 
lived  with  honour,  and  died  lamented,   1701.''     By  this 
gentleman  she  had  a  numerous  family,  one  of  whom,  the 
brave  major  Richard  Creed,  is  commemorated  by  a  monu- 
ment in  Westminster-abbey,  as  well  as  by  one  erected  by 
his  mother  in    the   church  of  Tichmarsh.     During  her 
widowhood,  Mrs.  Creed  resided  many  years  in  a  mansion- 
house  at  Barnwell,  near  Oundle  in  Northamptonshire,  be- 
longing to  the  Motitagu  family,  where  she  amused  and  em- 
ployed herself  in  painting,    and   gratuitously  instructM 
many  young  women  in   drawing,  fine  needle-work,  and 
other  elegant  arts.  .  Many  of  the  churches  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Oundle  are  decorated  with  altar*pieces,  mo- 
numents, and  ornaments  of  different  kinds,  the  works  of 
ber  hand ;   and  her  descendants  are  possessed  of  many 
portraits,  and  some  good  pictures  painted  by  her.     Two 
days  in  every  week  she  constantly  allotted  to  the  public  ; 
on  one,  she  was  visited  by  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  who 
resided  near  her  ;  on  the  other,  she  received  and  relieved 
^11  the  afBicted  and  diseased  of  every  rank,  giving  them 
food,  raiment,    or  medicine,   according  to  their  wanfs^ 
Her  reputation  in  the  administration  of  medicine  was  con- 

»  Biog.  Brit— Malooe's  Dryden,  vol.  I.  p.  505  ;  vol.  IV.  p.  43,  225.— Cihe 
ber^s  Lives. — Warton's  Essays. — Alh.  Ox.  yo^  II.— V^^rtoii's  Life  of  ^athural^ 
p.  198. — Spence's  Anecdotes,  MS, 
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siderable ;  and  as  she  afforded  it  gratis^  her  practice  was 
of  course  extensi^.  Her  .piety  was  great  and  unaffected. 
That.it  was  truly  sincere,  was  evinced  by  the  magnanimity 
.with  which  she  endured  many  trials  more  heavily  afflictive 
than  what  usually  fall  to  the  lot  even  of  those  whose  life  is 
prolonged  to  so  great  an  extent. — In  1722,  when  in  her 
eightieth  year,  she  erected  a  monument  in  the  church  of 
Tichmarsh  to  the  memory  of  Dryden  and  his  ancestors, 
with  an  inscription  by  herself.  She  died  at  Oundle  in 
May  1728,  and  her  remains  were  removed  to  Tichmarsh, 
where  she  was  buried  with  her  ancestors.  Her  funeral 
sermon,  which  Mr.  Maloue  does  not  appear  to  have  seen*, 
was  preached  by  Henry  Lee,  D.  D.  rector  of  Tichmarsh  ia 
May  1728,  and  therefore  probably  the  date  of  her  death, 
in  Malone's  Life  of  Dryden,  viz.  ^<  the  beginning  of 
1724-5,'^  must  be  incorrect.  This  sermon,  pK:inted  at 
London  the  same  year,  Svo,  is  dedicated  to  Mrs.  Stuart, 
executrix  and  sole  surviving  daughter  of  Mrs.. Creed.  Aa 
extract  from  it,  confirming  the  excellence  of  h^r  character, 
may  be  seen  in  a  compilation  less  respected  than  it  de- 
serves, Wilford*s  "  Memorials.^'  * 

CREIGHTON.     See  CRIGHTON. 

CRELLIUS  (John),  a  once  celebrated  writer  of  the 
Socinian  persuasion,  was  born  in  Franconia  in  1590,  an4 
after  some  early  education  received  from  his  fattier,  studied 
at  Nuremberg,  and  other  German  schools  or  universities. 
He  was  brought  up  in  the  Lutheran  church,  but  in  the 
course  of  his  reading,  having  formed  to  himself  a  set  of 
opinions  nearly  coinciding  with  those  of.  Socinus,  he  de- 
clined the  offers  of  promotion  in  the  Lutheran  church, 
where  he  probably  would  not  have  been  favourably  re« 
ceived,  and  determined  to  go  to  Poland,  where  such  opi- 
nions as  his  were  no  bar  to  advancement.  In  1612  he 
went  to  Racow,  and  besides  becoming  a  preacher,  was  ap- 
pointed Greek  professor  and  afterwards  rector  of  the  uni- 
versity. His  theological  works  form  a  considerable  part  of 
the  works  of  the  **  Fratres  Poloni,'"*  and  he  engaged  in  a 
controversy  with  Grotius,  who  bad  written  against  Socinus, 
and  a  correspondence,  of  great  politeness,  took  place  be- 
tween them,  which  made  Grotius  be  suspected  of  inclining 
too  much  to  the  opinions  of  his  antagonist.  He  certainly 
carried  his  politeness  very  far,  when  be  told  Crellius  that 

»  Malone»8  Life  of  Dryden,  vol.  I.  p.  339.-— Wilford's  Memoiials,  p.  762. 
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^'  he  was  (^eved  to  see  so  much  enmity  between  thos^^ 
who  call  themselves  Christians,  for  such  trying  matters,'^ 
these  matters  being  no  less  than  the  doctrine  of  the  Tri« 
nity,  and  the  divinity  and  atonement  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Crelliusy  we  are  told,  like  many  of  bis  descendants,  would 
not  be  called  a  Socinian,  but  an  Artemonite,  after  Arte- 
mon,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Severus,  and 
denied  the  pre-existence  and  divinity  of  Christ*  Crellius* 
opinions  on  other  subjects  will  not  probably  procure  him 
much  respect,  at  least  from  one  sex.  In  his  '^  Ethics,*^ 
he  is  said  to  maintain  that  it  is  lawful  for  men  upon  certain 
occasions  to  beat  their  wives !  Crellius  died  at  Racow,  of 
an  epidemic  fever,  1633.  Father  Simon's  opinion  of  him 
may  be  quoted  as  generic.  **  Crellius  is  a  grammarian,  a 
philosopher,  and  a  divine  throughout  He  has  a  wonder- 
ful address  in  adapting  St.  Paul's  words  to  his  own  preju* 
dices.  He  supports  the  doctrines  of  his  sect  with  so  much 
subtlety,  that  be  does  not  seem  to  say  any  thing  of  him- 
self, but  to  make  the  scriptures  speak  for  him,  even  where 
they  aie  ^ost  against  him."  ^ 

CREMONINI  (Casak),  professor  of  philosophy  at  Fer- 
raraand  at  Padua,  who  raised  hiniself  to  such  a  pitch  of 
fame,  that  princes  and  kings  were  ambitious  to  procure  bis 
portrait,  was  born  at  Cento  in  the  Modenese,  in  1550; 
and  died  at  Padua,  of  the  plague,  in  1630,  at  the  age  of 
SO.  His  principal  works  are :  1.  '^  Aminta  e  Clori,  favola 
silvestre,"  Ferrara,  1591,  4to.  2.  ^Ml  nascimento  di  Ve- 
netia,"  Bergamo,  1617,  12mo.  3.  ^^  De  physico  auditu,'* 
1596,  folio.  4.  ^^  De  calido  innato,"  1626,  4to.  5.  <<  De 
sensibus  &  f^cultate  appetiva,"  1644,  4to,  and  other  wor^s 
which  shew  that  bis  religious  creed  was  reducible  to  very 
few  articles.  He  thought  that,  according  to  the  principles 
of  Aristotle,  the  soul  is  material,  capable  of  corruption^ 
.  fuid  mortal,  as  well  as  the  souls  of  brutes.* 

CRENIUS  (Thomas),  a  native  of  the  marcbe  of  Bran- 
denburg,  where  he  was  born  in  i  648,  was  one  of  the 
most  laborious  compilers  of  his  time.  He  taught  philoso- 
phy at  Giessen,  was  minister  near  Zell,  schoolmaster  in 
Hungary,  corrector  of  the  press  at  Rotterdam  and  Leyden^ 
find  finally  master  of  a  boarding-school,  and  private  tutor 
^n  the  lasit  mentioned  city>  where  he  died  March  29,  1728^ 

*  Life  in  Bibl.  Pat.  Polonorum. — Moreri. — Burigny^s  Life  of  Grotius. — Saj^jJ 
ppomast — Simon's  Hist.  Crit.  des  principaux  Commeutateurs  du  Nooy.  Te|t|> 
^  Moreri.,— Gen.  Diet,— Freheri  Xheatrum. 
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Aged  80/  Amidst  all  his  employments  he  found  time  to  pub-> 
lish  a  great  number  of  collections :  **  Fasciculi  Dissertatio- 
num  et  Dissertationes  Pbilologicse/'  2  vols.  l2mo ;  ^^  Com- 
mentationes  in  varios  Autores/'  3  vols,  ]2mo;  '^Musseuni 
Philologicum,"  2  vols.  12mo;  **  Thesaurus  Librorum  Phi- 
lologicorum/*  2  vols.  8vo ;  <*  De  Furibus  Librariis/*  Ley- 
den,  1705,  12mo.  The  most  valued  among  his  works  are  3 
vols,  in  4to,  the  first  entitled,  **  Consilia  et  Methodi  Stu« 
diorum  optime  instituendorum/'  Rotterdam,  1692;  the 
second,  *' De  PhilologiV'  &c-  Leyden,  1696;  and  the 
third,  **  De  Eruditione  comparand^"  Leyden,  1696,  This 
•collection  contains  all  the  best  rules  for  studying  the  dif- 
ferent sciences.' 

CRESCENTIUS,  or  CRESCENZIO  (Peter),  or,  as 
he  called  himself,  De  Crescentiis,  was  born  at  Bologna 
about  1233,  and  after  studying  philosophy,  medicine,  and 
natural  history,  engaged  in  a  course  of  law,  but  did  not 
take  his  doctor's  degree;  by  which  meaps,  although  he 
might  plead  causes,  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  give  lectures^ 
a  privilege  which  belonged  only  to  doctors.  For  thirty 
years  he  was.  employed  as  assessor,  or  judge  to  th^  civil 
and  military  governors  of  various  cities  in  Italy,  an  office 
of  ^which  he  discharged  the  duties  with  impartiality,  and 
with  the  happiest  effect  in  preserving  peace  in  those  places. 
In  the  mean  time  having  contracted  a  taste  for  agriculture^ 
wherever  he  removed,  he  collected  such  observations  as 
might  improve  his  knowledge  of  that  branch,  and  on  his 
return  to  Bologna,  which  he  had  left  during  the  political 
dissentions  there,  he  wrote  in  1304  a  treatise  on  agricul- 
ture, with  the  title  of  ^^  Ruralia  Commoda,"  dedicated  to 
Charles  II.  king  of  Naples.  The  first  edition  appeared  in 
1471  at  Augsburgh,  fol.  under  the  title  of  ^*  Petri  de  Cres- 
centiis ruralium  commodorum,  libri  duodecim.''  It  was 
translated  into  Italian,  Florence,  1478,  foL  but  the  two 
best  editions  are  that  of  Cosmo  Giunta,  J  605,  and  that  of 
Naples,  1724,  2  vols.  8vo.  It  is  a  book  of  considerable 
value,  and  gives  a  very  correct  display  of  the  modes  of 
agriculture  in  Italy  at  that  time,  which  are  said  to  approxi- 
mate nearer  to  the  modern  than  could  have  been  expected. 
Crescentius  died  in  1320,  nearly  eighty-seven  years  old.' 

CRESCIMBENI  (John  IMario),   an  Italian  poet,  and 

f poetical  historian,  the  son  of  John  Philip  Crescimbeni,  a 
awyer,  and  Anna  Virginia  Barbo,  was  born  Oct.  9,  166S| 

I  Mpmif  }  Ibid,— Gin^uen^  Hist.  Lit.  d'lUlie.— Sudi  Ouomast 
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at  Macerata  in  the  marcbe  of  Ancona.  Jerome  Casanatf 9 
afterwards  cardinal,  was  hit  godfather,  and  gave  him  ths 
names  of  John-Maria-Ignatius-Xavier-Josepb-Antony,  of 
which  he  retained  only  John  Maria,  and  afterwards  changed 
the  latter  into  Mario.  After  receiving  grammatical  educa- 
tion at  home,  his  uncle  Antony-Francb,  an  advocate,  in- 
vited him  to  Rome  in  1674;  but  the  following  year  his 
father  and  mother  recalled  hikn  to  Macerata,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  a  course  of  study  among  the  Jesuits.  His 
teacher  of  rhetoric  was  Charles  d* Aquino,  under  whom  he 
made  great  progress  in  eloquence  and  poetry.  Among  his 
early  attempts,  be  wrote  a  tragedy  in  the  style  of  Seneca, 
**  The  Defeat  of  Darius,  king  of  Persia,'*  and  translated 
the  first  two  books  of  Lucan's  Pharsalia  into  Italian  verse ; 
•from  which  performances  he  derived  so  much  reputation,  as 
to  be  admitted  a  member  of  the  academy  of  the  Disposti, 
in  the  town  of  Jesi,  although  only  in  his  fifteenth  year. 
About  that  time  he  continued  his  classical  studies  for  eight 
months  under  Nicolas  Antony  Raffaelli,  and  entered  upon 
a  course  of  philosophy.  His  father  now  recommending  the 
law  as  a  profession,  Crescimbeni  took  his  doctor's  degree 
«  Oct.  3,  1670,  and  was  appointed  to  lecture  on  the  institutes, 
which  he  did  for  a  year.  His  uncle  before  mentioned, 
again  inviting  him  to  Rome,  'he  divided  his  time  there  be« 
tween  law  and  polite  literature,  and  in  1685,  the  academy 
of.  the  Infecondi  admitted  him  a  member.  Hitherto  his 
studies  in  lialian  poetry  had  not  been  conducted  so  as  to 
inspire  him  with  a  very  pure  taste;  but  about  1687,  he 
entered  on  a  course  of  reading  of  the  best  Italian  poets, 
which  not  only  enabled  him  to  correct  his  own  taste  and 
style,  but  gave  him  hopes  that  he  might  improve  those  of 
his  countrymen.  With  this  intention  he  endeavoured  to 
form  a  new  society,  or,  as  they  are  called  in  Italy,  acade-* 
my,  nnder  the  name  of  Arcadia,  the  membecs  to  be  called  ^ 
the  shepherds  of  Arcadia,  and  each  to  take  the  name  of  a 
shepherd,  and  that  of  some  place  in  ancient  Arcadia,  and 
his  own  name  accordingly  was  Alfesibeo  Cario.  Such  wjas 
the  origin  of  this  celebrated  academy,  and  surely  no  origin 
was  ever  more  childishly  romantic,  or  unpromising  as  to 
any  beneficial  effect  on  solid  or  elegant  literature,  to  which 
purposes,  however,  we  are  told  it  has  eminently  contri- 
buted. It  was  established  Oct.  5,  1690.  A  short  account 
t>f  it,  written  in  1757,  informs  us  that  the  first  members 
were  those  learned  persons  chiefly  who  were  about  queen 
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Christina  of  Sweden.     (See  CfiRisrmA,  vol.  IX.)    It  ad- 
mits all    sciences,    all  arts,  all  nations,    all    ranks,    aiid 
both  sexes.     The  number  of  its  members  is  not  deter- 
mined 'y  they  are  said  at  present  to  be  upwards  of  two  thou- 
sand, but  we  have  heard  a  much  larger  number  assigned^ 
'for  they  sometimes  aggregate  whole  academies.     At  Rome, 
the  academicians  assemble  in   pastoral  habits,  in  a  most 
agreeable  garden,  called  Bosco  Parrhasia,    The  constijtution 
of  the  society  being  democratic,  they  never  chusea  prince 
for  their  protector.     At  the  end  of  each  olympiad,  for  that 
is  the  method  of  computing  adopted  by  the  Arcadians, 
'they  chuse  a  custode,  who  is  the  speaker,  and  has  the  -sole 
-right  of  assembling  the  society,  who  are  also  represented 
by  him  alone,  when  they  are  not  assembled.     In  order  to 
be  admitted  a  member,    it  is  requisite   tliat  the   person 
should  be  tweiity-four  years  of  age  complete,  of  a  reputa- 
ble family,  and  to  have  given  some  specimen  of  abilities 
in  one  or  more  branches  pf  education.     As  to  the  ladies,  a 
poem,  or  a  picture,  is  a  testimony  of  genius  that  is  held 
sufBcient.     The  stated  assemblies  of  this  academy  are  fixed 
to  seven  different  days,  between  the  first  of  May  and  the 
seventh  of  October.     In  the  first  six  they  read  the  works 
oftheRoman  shepherds,  the  productions  of  strangers  being 
reserved  for  the  seventh  and  last.     Each  author  reads  his 
own  compositions,  except  ladies  and  cardinals,    who  are 
allowed  to  employ  others. 

^Crescimbeni  was  the  first  custode,  or  president  of  this 
academy,  and  retained  that  office  for  thirty-eight  years, 
during  which  the  academy  is  said  to  have  produced  very 
beneficial  effects  on  public  taste,  and  on  the  style  of  Italiati 
poetry*  C^escimbeni,  however,  was  so  intent  on  this  esta- 
blishment, as  to  neglect  his  profession  as  a  lawyer,  aad 
now  embraced,  as  it  is  termed,  the  ecclesiastical  state.  In 
it05,  pope  Clement  XI.  bestowed  on  him  a  canonry  of 
St.  Mary  in  Cosmedino,  and  in  1719  appointed  him  arch- 
priest  of  the  same  city,  at  which  time  he  took  the  regular 
orders  of  the  priesthood.  In  1728,  during  a  fit  of  sickness, 
he  took  the  vows  of  the  Jesuits,  but  died  March  8,  of  that 
year.  He  appears  to  have  enjoyed  great  literary  reputa- 
tion in  his  time,  and  was  a  member  of  most  of  the  Italiau 
academies,  and  of  the  Naturae  Curiosorum  in  Germany. 

His  works  are  very  numerous,  and  of  various  merits; 
|.  '^Canzone  per  la  nascita  del  seren.  real  principe  d^ 
VftUia^  di  Varimaco  Cognimembresi,"  Rome^   1688,  8vQ, 
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2.  **VEU\Oj  favola  pastorale/'  Rome,  1695,  4to.  3.  <«Rim# 
di  Alfesibeo  Cario"  (his  Arcadian  name),  8vo,  ibid.  1695, 
1704,  and  1723.     4.  ^*  V  Istoriadella  volgar  poesia,''  ibid. 
1698,  4to,  enlarged  and  corrected,  1714.     5.  <' Conimen* 
tarii  intorno  alia  sua  Istoria  della  volgar  poesia,'*  ibid. 
1702,   1710,  2  vols.  4to,  but  reprinted  and  enlarged   to 
6  vols.  4to,  Venice,  1731,  with  tfae  additidn  of  tbe  preced- 
ing history.     In  1 803,  tbe  first  Italian  scholar  in  this  coup- 
try,  T.  J.  Matthias,  esq.  published  the  commentaries  de- 
tached from  the  historical  part,  in  3  vols.  12mo,  a  work 
highly  interesting  and  entertaining  to  the  students  of  Ita*' 
lian  poetry,  yet  as  it  finishes,  where  Crescimbeni  did,  no 
notice  is  taken  of  the  progress  made  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury.    On  the  merits  of  the  original'  work  critics  differ. 
Baretti,  a  native  of  Italy,  and  no  contemptible  critic,  says 
that  although  Crescimbeni  '^  tells  many  things  that  deserve 
the  notice  of  the  studious,  he  lavishes  such  epithets  of 
praise  on  a  great  many  ancient  and  modern  bad  verse- 
makers,  his  style  has  such  a  laxity,  and  is  so  full  of  ver- 
bosity about  every  trifle,  that  he  could  not  hold  up  the 
book  in  his  hands  for  ten  minutes  together."     It  is  cer- 
tainly inferior  to  Tiraboschi*s  work,   and  we  know  not 
whether  Crescimbeni's  Arcadian   academy  may  not  have 
made  him  partial  to  frivolities  which  sober  criticism  would 
have  discarded.     6.  **  Corona  rinterzata  in  lode  di  N.  S. 
pape  Clemente  XL''  ibid.  1701,  4to.     7.  ^'  Noticie  isto- 
riche  di  diversi  capitani  illustri,"  ibid.  1704, 4to.     8.  *^  Rac- 
conto  di  tutta  Poperazione  per  Pelevazione  e  abbazamento 
della  colonna  Antonina,*'  ibid,  1705,  4to.     9.  "  I  Givochi 
Olimpici  en  lode  de  gli  Arcadi  defunte,"  ibid.  1705,  4to, 
and  continued  in  subsequent  volumes.     10.  ^^  Le  vite  de 
,  gli  Arcadi  illustri,"  ibid.  7  vols.  4to,  1705,  &c.     He  pub- 
lished also  collections  of  the  poems  of  the  Arcadians,  and 
some  other  original  works  and  translations  which  are  not 
held  in  tnuch  estimation.  ^ 

CRESCONIUS,  an  African  bishop  of  the  seventh  cen- 
tury, is  chiefly  noticed  for  having  made  a  collection  of 
canons,  in  two  parts,  tbe  first  entitled  '^  An  Abridgement 
of  the  Canon  Law,'*  apftarently  a  book  of  references  only ; 
the  second  contains  the  canons  themselves,  at  full  length, 
as  referred  to  in  the  abridgment.     The  abridgment  was 

1  Moreri.— Diet.  Hist— Tiraboschi.— Month.  Rev.  vol,  XVIIL  p.  249....-Sagtii: 
Oaomast — ^Nicerop,  vqUXXXI. 
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pnblished  at  Paris  in  1588,  by  Pithteus,  from  a  MS.  of  the 
church  of  Troyes,  and  since  by  Altasaranus  at  Poictou  in 
1630,  and  by  Cbifll«t  in  1649.  But  both  parts  are  in* 
serted  in  Justel  and  Voellus's  "  Bibliotheca  Juris  Cano« 
nici.'*  Baronius  speaks  of  a  MS.  of  this  work  in  the  Vati- 
can, and  Moreri  adds  that  there  is  a  Paris  edition,  of  the 
date  1609.* 

CRESPl  (John  Baptist),  an  artist,  better  known  by  the 
name  of  Cerano,  where  he  was  born  in  1557,  descended 
from  a  family  of  painters,  studied  at  Rome  and  Venice, 
and  with  painting  united  a  knowledge  of  modelling,  archi- 
tecture, and  literature.  With  such  talents  he  occupied 
the  first  rank  at  the  court  of  Milan,  in  the  direction  of  the 
academy,  and  the  vast  plans  of  cardinal  Federigo:  he 
painted  a  number  of  pictures,  whose  beauties  are  not  sel- 
dom balanced  by  blemishes  of  equal  magnitude,  free, 
spirited,  harmonious,  but  often  mannered  from  affectatioa 
of  grace  or  grandeur.  The  singular  talent  he  possessed  of 
painting  binds  and  quadrupeds  in  cabinet  pictdres,  is  men* 
tioned  by  Soprani.  One  of  his  best  pictures  is  the  "  Ma- 
donna del  Rosario,"  in- the  church  of  St  Lazzard  at  Milan« 
He  died  in  1633.* 

CRESPl  (Daniel),  a  Milanese,  born  in  1592,  at  fiw^ 
was  a  disciple  of  Gio.  Batista  Crespi,  though  he  afterwards 
studied  under  Giulio  Cesare  Procaccini,  and  soon  became 
superior  to  the  first,  and  at  least  equal  to  th^  second. 
With  great  vigour  of  conception,  and  facility  of  execution, 
be  combines  equal  suavity  and  strength  of  colour  in  oil.  and 
fresco;  the  distribution  of  his  figures  leaves  no  wish  for 
alteration.  He  seems  familiar  with  the  bisst  principles  of 
the  Caracci,  without  having  frequented  their  school.  In 
the  church  della  Passione  at  Milan,  where  he  painted  the 
**  Talking  down  from  the  Cross,"  he  has  left  many  portraits 
that  may  vie  with  the  best  of  Titian*s.  Continued  pro- 
gress from  good  to  better  marked  the  short  period  of  his^ 
life.  His  last  and  most  admired  works  are  the  histories 
from  the  life  of  St.  Bruno,  in  the  Certosa  at  Milan.  The 
jiiost  celebrated  of  thenri  is  that  of  the  Parisian  teacher, 
who,  raising  himself  from  the  bier,  pronounces  his  own 
coiidemnation ;  despair  and  terror  are  personified  in  hjm 
and  the  assembly.  Nor  is  that  of  the  duke  of  Calabria, 
who  in  hunting  discovers  the  solitary  cell  of  the  hermit,. 

*  Cave,— Dupia.— Moreri.-^Saxii  Onomast  '  Pllkingtonj  b(f  Fu^eli. 
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much  inferior.  On  this  the  painter  wrote,  *^  Daniel  Cri9«^ 
pus  Mediolanensis  pinxit  hoc  templum  an.  1629/'  on^ 
year  before  bis  deatb,  for  he  died  of  the  plague  in  1630^ 
extremely  lamented,  and  with  him  all  his  family. ' 

CRESPI  (Joseph  Maria),  sometimes  called  La  Spag* 
nuolo,  from  the  style  in  which  he  aflfected  to  dress,  was 
born  at  Bologna,  in  1665,  and  received  his  earliest  insti-uc- 
tion  in  design  from  Angelo  Toni,  a  very  moderate  artist ; 
but  in  a  short  time  he  quitted  that  school,  and  successively 
studied  under  Domenico  Canuti,  Carlo  Cignani,  and  Gio- 
vanni Antonio  Burrini.  From  them  he  applied  himself  to 
study  the  works  of  Baroccio,  and  afterwards  the  principles 
•f  colouring  at  Venice,  from  the  paintings  of  Titian,  Tin- 
toretto, and  Paul  Veronese.  I'hus  qualified  to  appear 
with  credit  in  his  profession,  his  merit  was  made  known  to 
the  grand  duke  Ferdinand,  who  immediately  engaged  himi 
in  several  noble  compositions,  which  he  executed  with 
success.  In  portrait  he  was  partkalarly  excellent ;  and  to 
thpse  subjects  he  gave  elegant  attitudes,  with  a  strong  and 
gjraceful  resemblance. 

.  His  imagination  was  lively,  and  often  whimsical;  he 
was  very  famous  for  caricatures,  and  frequently  amused 
himself  with  designing  comic  and  burlesque  fancies,  which 
he  expressed  with  abundance  of  humour  and  drollery. 
Sometimes  he  etched  those  designs  with  aqua  fortis^  se-* 
lecting  his  subjects  from  the  writings  of  the  facetious  and 
l^urlesque  poets.  He  was  remarkably  singular,  in  accuse 
toming  himself  to  paint  in  a  chamber  properly  darkened^ 
and  so  contrived  as  to  admit  a  ray  of  the  sun,  or  the  light 
of  a  flambeau,  to  enable  him  to  give  a  greater  roundness 
and  relief  to  his  paintings,  by  a  nice  observation  of  the 
force  of  natural  light  and  shadow.  His  works  are  dispersed 
into  different  parts  of  Europe.  In  the  gallery  of  Dresden 
were  "  The  Seven  Sacraments,"  in  seven  pieces;  "The 
Virgin,  Christ,  and  St,  John,"  "An  Ecce  Homo,  attended 
by  two  Soldiers."  He  died  in  1747.  His  sons,  Antonio 
and  Lewis,  were  some  of  the  best  of  their  father's  scholarsi 
but  though  their  works  were  much  studied^  and  comppsed 
with  more  sobriety  than  those  of  their. father,-  they  never 
attained  his  eminence  in  the  art.  Lewis,  indeed,  quilted 
the  pencil  for  the  pen,  and  wrote  many  considerable  works 
relating  to  the  arts,  and  amongst  others,  the  Supplement 

*  PilkiiigtoD,  by  Fuseli. 
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or  3d  volume  oFtbe  "  Felsina  Pittrice."     He  died  in  1779, 
and  Antonio  survived  him  only  three  years.* 

CRESSEY  or  GRESSY  (Hugh-Paulin,  or  Serenus), 
a  celebrated  popish  writer,  descended  from  an  ancient  and 
honourable  family,   seated  formerly    in  Nottinghamshire, 
but  before  his  time  it  had  removed  into  Yorkshire,  in  which 
eounty  he  was  born,  at  Wakefield,  in   1605.     His  fether 
was    Hugh   Cressey,  esq.  barfi^ter  of  Lincoln's-inn ;    his 
finother^s  name  was  Margery,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Doylie,  an  eminent  physician  in  London.     He  was  edu- 
^ted  at  a  grammar-school  at  Wakefield,  and  about  the 
age  of  fourteen,  in  Lent  term  1619,  be  was  removed  tcr 
Oxford,  where  he  studied  with  great  vigour  and  diligence, 
slnd  in  the  year.  1 626  was  admitted  fellow  of  Merton  col« 
lege,  ia  that  university.     After  taking  the  degrees  of  B.  A. 
and  M.  A,  he  entered  into  holy  orders,  and  became  chaplain 
to  Thomas  lord  Wentworth,  then  lord  president  of  the  north, 
with  whom  he  lived  some  years.     About  1 63 S,  he  went  over 
to  Ireland  with'  Lucius  Carey,  lord  viscount  Falkland,  to 
whom  he  was  likewise  chaplain;  and  by  bim,  when  he  wa9 
secretary  of  state,  Cressey  was,  in  1642,  promoted  to  a  ca- 
nonry  in  the  collegiate  church  of  Windsor,  and  to  the  dig- 
nity of  dean  of  Laughlin,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  but 
through  the  disturbances  of  the  times,  he  never  attained  the 
possession  of  either  of  these  preferments.     After  the  unfor- 
tunate death  of  his  patron,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Newbury,  he  found  himself  destitute  of  subsistence,  and 
therefore  readily  accepted  a  proposal  that  was  made  him,  of 
travelling  with  Charles  Bertie,  esq.  afterwards  created  earl 
of  i^almouth,  a  great  favourite  of  king  Charles  II,  who  was 
unhappily  killed  in  a  battle  at  sea  in  the  first  Dutch  war 
after  the  restoration..    Cressey  quitted  England  in  1644, 
arid  making  the  tour  of  Italy  with  his  pupil,  moved  by  the 
declining  stat«  of  the  church  of  England,   he  began  to 
listen  to  the  persuasion  of  the  Romish  divines,    and  in 
1646  made  a  public  profession  at  Rome  of  his  being  recon- 
ciled to  fliat  church.      He  went  from  thence  to  Paris, 
where  he  thought  fit  to  publish  what  he  was  pleasred  to 
artyle  the  motiTes  of  his  conversion,  which  work  of  his,  as 
might  reasonably  be  expected,  was  highly  applauded  by 
the  Romanists,  and  was  long  considered  by  them  as  a  very 
extraordinary  performance.   It  is  entitled,  "  Exomologesis, 

^  Pilkington*— ArgenvillOt— Rees's  CyolopswHa^ 
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or  a  fiiithful  narration  of  the  occasions  and  motives  of  bit 
conversion  to  Catholic  Utiity/*  Paris,  1647,  and  1653,  Svo* 
To  the  last  edition  is  an  appendix,  *'  In  which  are  cleared 
certain  misconstructions  of  his  Exomologesis,  published  by 
J.  P.  author  of  the  preface  to  the  lord  Falkland's  discourse 
of  Infallibility.**  As  soon  as  this  was  finished,  be  sent  it 
over  to  his  friend  Dr.  Henry  Hammond,  as  to  one  whose 
sincerity  be  bad  experienced,  and  for  whose  judgment  be 
bad  a  high  esteem.  That  learned  pei^on  wrote  him  a 
kind  letter  of  thanks  for  his  book,  but  at  the  same  time 
told  him  there  was  a  vein  of  fallacy  ran  through  the  whole 
contexture  of  it;  adding,/^  we  are  friends,  and  I  do  not 
propose  to  be  your  antagonist.'*  At  the  close  of  this 
epistle,  be  invited  him  into  England,  assuring  him  that  he 
should  be  provided  with  a  convenient  place  to  dwell  in» 
and  a  sufficient  subsistence  to  live  comfortably,  without 
being  molested  by  any  about  bis  'religion  and  conscience. 
This  offer,  though  our  author  did  not  accept,  yet  he  re- 
turned, as  becfame  him,  an  answer  full  of  respect  and  gra- 
titude to  the  kind  friend  who  bad  made  it 

After  this,  he  was  much  inclined  to  become  a  monk  of 
the  Carthusian  order,  and  bad  thoughts  of  entering  into 
the  monastery  of  English  Carthusians  at  Newport,    in 
Flanders,  but  from  this  he  was  dissuaded  by  some  of  his- 
zealous  countrymen,   who  were  desirous  that  he  should 
continue  to  employ  bis  pen  in  defence  of  their  religion,, 
for  which  the  severe  discipline  of  that  order  would  have 
allowed  him  but  little  time ;  and  therefore  by  their  advice 
be  laid  aside  th^t  design,  and  being  recommended  to  Hen- 
rietta-Maria, queen-dowager  of  England,   he  was  tak^n 
under  her  protection,  and  being  invited  by  the  Benedic- 
tine college  of  English  monks  at  Douay,  in  Flanders,  he. 
at  length  resolved  to  retire  thither,  and  for  the  expence  of 
bis  journey  received  one  hundred  crowns  as  a  bounty  from 
that  princess,  who  could  but  ill  spare  even  so  small  a  sum 
at  that  time.     Some  time  after  his  arrival  at  Douay  he  en^ 
tered  into  the  Benedictine  order,  and  upon  tbat»  occasion 
changed  the  name  he  received  at  his  baptism,  of  Hugb 
Paulin,  for  that  of  Serenus  de  Cressey,  by  which  he  was 
afterwards  known    to  the   learned  world.     He  remained- 
about  seven  years  or  more  in  that  college,  and  during  hiS' 
residence, there  published  a  large  work,  of  the  mystical 
kind,  entitled  *^  Sancta  Sophia,  or  directions  for  the  prayers 
of  contemplation,  &c.  extracted  out  of  mor^  than   XL 
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treatises,  written  by  thfe  late  reverend  father  Aug.  Baker^ 
a  monk  of  the  English  congregation  of  the  holy  order  of 
St.  Benedict,"  Douay,  1657,  2  vols.  8vo.  To  which  are 
added,  ^^  Certain  patterns  of  devout  exercises  of  imme- 
diate acts  and  affections  of  the  will.''  This  father  Augus* 
tine  Baker,  whose  true  name  was  David  Baker,  who  had 
studied  the  law  in  the  Middle  temple,  and  who  from  being 
little  better  than  an  atheist,  became  a  convert  to  popery^ 
and  a  very  zealous  devotionist,  had  once,  it  seems,  some 
intention  of  writing  the  Ecclesiastical  History  of  England, 
for  which  he  bad  made  very  copious  collections,  that  were 
of  great  service!  to  Cressey,  when  he  entered  upon  the  exe- 
cution of  the  same  project 

After  the  restoration,  and  the  marriage  of  king  Charles  IL 
queen  Catharine  appointed  our  author,  who  was  then  be^ 
come  one  of  the  mission  in  England,  her  chaplain,  and 
from  that  time  he  resided  in  Somerset-house,  in  the  Strand. 
The  great  regularity  of  his  life,  his  "sincere  and  unaffected 
piety,  hrs  modest  and  mild  behaviour,  bis  respectful  de- 
portment to  persons  of  distinction,  with  whom  he  was  for* 
merly  acquainted  when  a  protestant,  and  the  care  he  took 
to  avoid  all  concern  in  political  affairs  or  intrigues  of  state, 
preserved  him  in  quiet  and  safety,  even  in  the  most  trou- 
blesome times.     He  was,  however,  a  very  zealous  cham- 
pion in  the  cause  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  was  con- 
tinually writing  in  defence  of  her  doctrines,  or  in  answer 
to  the  books  of  controversy  written  by  protestants  of  dis- 
tinguished learning  or  figure ;  and  as  this  engaged  tiim  in 
a  variety  of  disputes,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  acquire 
great  reputation  with  both  parties,    the  papists  looking 
upon  him  to  be  one  of  |heir  ablest  advocates,  and  the  pro- 
testants allowing  that  he  was  a  grave,  a  sensible,  and  a 
candid  writer.     Among  the  works  he  published  after  his 
return  to  England,  were:    1.  **  A  non  est  inventus  re- 
turned to  Mr.  Edward  Bagshaw's  enquiry  and  vainly  boasted 
discovery  of  weakness  in  the  Grounds  of  the  Church's  In- 
fallibility,*'  1662,  8vo.     2.  «  A  Letter  to  an  English  gen- 
tleman,  dated  July  6th,   1662,  wherein  bishop  Morley  is 
concerned,  printed  amongst  some  of  the  treatises  of  that 
reverend  prelate."    3.  **^  Roman  Catholic  Doctrines  no  No- 
velties ;  or,  an  answer  to  Dr.  Pierce's  court-sermon,  mis- 
called The  primitive  rule  of  Reformation,"   1663,    8vo; 
answered  by  Dr.  Daniel  Whitby.     But  that  which  contri- 
buted to  make  him  most  known,  was  his  large  and  copious 

Vox-.  X.  ^  L  L 
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eccleiiastical  history,  entitled  **  The  Church  History  of 
Britaoiiy/*  Roan,  1668,  fol.  which  was  indeed  a  work  of 
great  pains  and  labour,  and  executed  with  much  accuracy 
and  diligence.  He  had  observed  that  nothing  made  a 
greater  impression  upon  the  people  in  general  of  bis  com- 
munion, than  the  reputation  of  the  great  antiquity  of  their 
church,  and  the  fame  of  the  old  saints  of  both  sexes,  that 
had  flourished  in  this  island  ;  and  therefore  he  judged  that 
nothing  could  be  more  serviceable  in  promoting  what  he 
styled  the  catholic  interest,  than  to  write  such  a  history  as 
might  set  these  points  in  the  fairest  and  fullest  light  pos* 
sible.  He  had  before  him  the  example  of  a  famous  Jesuit, 
Michael  Alford,  alias  Gri£5th,  who  had  adjusted  the  same 
history  under  the  years  in  which  the  principal  events  hap- 
pened, in  four  large  yolunaes,  collected  from  our  ancient 
historians;  but,  as  this  was  written  in  Latin,  he  judged 
that  it  was  less  suited  to  the  wants  of  common  readers, 
and  therefore  he  translated  what  suited  his  purpose  into 
English,  with  such  helps  and  improvements  as  he  thought 
necessary.  His  history  was  very  much  approved  by  the 
most  learned  of  his  countrymen  of  the  same  religion,  as 
appears  by  the  testimonies  prefixed  to  it.  Much  indeed 
may  be  said  in  favour  of  the  order,  regularity,  and  cohe- 
rence of  the  facts,  and  the  care  and  punctuality  shewn  in 
citing  his  authorities.  On  the  other  hand,  he  has  too  fre- 
quently adopted  the  superstitious  notions  of  many  of  our 
old  writers,  transcribing  from  them  such  fabulous  passages 
as  have  been  long  ago  exploded  by  the  inquisitive  and  im-* 
partial  critics  of  his  own  faith.  The  book,  however,  long 
maintained  its  credit  among  the  Romanists,  as  a  most  au- 
thentic ecclesiastical  chronicle,  and  is  frequently  cited  by 
their  most  considerable  authors.  He  proposed  to  have 
published  another  volume  of  this  history,  which  was  to^ 
have  carried  it  as  low  as  the  dissolution  of  monasteries  by 
king  Henry  YIIL  but  he  died  before  he  had  proceeded* 
full  three  hundred  years  lower  than  the  Norman  conquest. 
Dodd,  however,  informs  us  that  a  considerable  part  of  the 
second  volume  was  preserved  in  MS.  in  the  Benedictine 
monastery  at  Douay,  and  that  it  was  never  published 
^*  upon  account  of  some  nice  controversies  between  the 
see  of  Rome,  and  some  of  our  English  kings,  which  might 
give  offence."  While  engaged  on  this  work,  he  found  lei- 
sure to  interfere  in  all  the  controversies  of  the  times,  as 
will  presently  be  noticed.  His  last  dispute  was  in  reference 
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to  a  book  written  by  the  learned  Dr.  Stilllngfleet,'  after- 
wards bishop  of  Worcester,  to  which,  though  several  an- 
swers were  given  by  the  ablest  of  the  popish  wr»tei^,  there 
was  none  that  seemed  to  merit  reply,  excepting  that 
penned  by  father  Cressey,  and  this  procured  him  the  ho- 
nour of  a  very  illustrious  antagonist,  his  old  friend  and 
acquaintance  at  Oxford,  Edward  earl  of  Clarendon.  Being 
now  grown  far  in  years,  and  having  no  very  promising  scene 
before  his  eyes,  from  the  warm  spirit  that  appeared  against 
popery  amongst  all  ranks  of  people,  and  the  many  excel- 
lent books  written  to  confute  it  by  the  most  learned  of  the 
clergy,  be  was  the  more  willing  to .  seek  for  peace  in  the 
silence  of  a  country  retirement ;  and  accordingly  withdrew 
for  some  time  to  the  house  of  Richard  Caryl),  esq.  a  gen- 
tleman of  an  ancient  family  and  a£3u€int  fortune,  at  East 
Grinstead,  co.  Sussex,  and  dying  upon  the  10th  of  Au- 
gust 1674,  being  then  near  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age, 
was  buried  in  the  parish  church  there.  His  loss  was  much 
regretted  by  those  of  his  communion,  as  being  one  of  their 
ablest  champions,  ready  to  draw  his  pen  in  their  defence 
on  every  occasion,  and  sure  of  having  his  pieces  read  with 
singular  favour  and  attention.  His  memory  also  was  re- 
vered by  the  protestants,  as  well  on  account  of  the  purity 
of  his  manners,  and  his  mild  and  humble  deportment,  as 
for  the  plainness,  candour,  and  decency  with  which  he 
had  managed  all  the  controversies  that  he  had  been  en- 
gaged in,  and  which  had  procured  him,  in  return,  much 
more  of  kindness  and  respect,  than  almost  any  other  of 
bis  party  had  met  with,  or  indeed  deserved.  It  is  very  re- 
markable, however,  that  he  thought  it  necessary  to  apolo- 
gize to  his  popish  readers  for  the  respectful  mention  he 
made  of  the  prelates  of  our  church.  Why  this  should  re- 
quire an  apology,  we  shall  not  inquire,  but  that  his  can- 
dour and  politeness  deserve  the  highest  commendation  will 
appear  from  what  he  says  of  archbishop  Usher  :  <*  As  for 
B.  Usher,  his  admirable  abilities  in  chronological  and  his- 
torical erudition,  as  also  his  faithfulness  and  ingenuous 
sincerity  in  delivering  without  any  provoking  reflections, 
what  with  great  labour  he  has  observed,  ought  certainly  at 
least  to  exempt  him  from  being  treated  by  any  one  rudely 
and  contemptuously,  especially  by  me,  who  am  moreover 
always  obliged  to  preserve  a  just  remembrance  of  very 
many  kind  effects  of  friendship,  which  I  receiv^ed  from 
him." 
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.  We  have  already  taken  notice  oF  his  inclination  to  the 
mj^stic  divinity,  which  led  him  to  take  so  much  pains  about 
the  works  of  father  Baker,  and  from  the  same  dispositioa 
he   also   published  ^'  Sixteen  revelations  of  divine  love, 
shewed  to  a  devout  servant  of  our  Lord,  called  mother  Ju- 
liana, an  anchorete  of  Norwich,  who  lived  in  the  days  of 
king  Edward  III."     He  left  also  in  MS.  *^  An  Abridgment 
of  the  book  called  The  cloud  of  unknowing,  and  of  the 
counsel  referring  to  the  same."     His  next  performance, 
was  in  answer  to  a  famous  treatise,  written  by  Dr.  Stilling- 
fleet,  against  the  church  of  Rome,  which  made  a  very 
great  noise  in  those  days,  and  put  for  some  time  a  stop  to 
tile  encroachments  their  missionaries  were  daily  ma)(iDg> 
which  highly  provoked  those  of  the  Roman  communion. 
This  was  entitled  "  Answer  to  part  of  Dr.  Stiliingfleec's 
book,  entitled  Idolatry  practised  in  the  church  of  Rbme,'' 
1672,  8vo,  and  was  followed  by  ^^  Fanaticism  fanatically 
imputed  to  the  Catholic  Church  by  Dr.  Stillingfleet,  and 
the  imputation  refuted  and  retorted,"  &c.   1672,  dvo,  and 
"  Question,  Why  are  you  a  Catholic?     Question,  Why 
are  you  a  Protestant?"    167li,  8vo.     In  support  of  Dr. 
Stillingfleet,  the  earl  of  Clarendon  wrote  "  Animadver- 
sions" upon  our  author's  answer;  in  which  he  very  plainly 
tells  him  and  the  world,  that  it  was  not  devotion,  but  ne- 
cessity and  want  of  a  subsistence,  which  drove  him  first 
out  of  the  church  of  England,  and  then  into  a  monastery. 
As  this  noble  peer  knew  him  well  at  Oxford,  it  maybe 
very  easily  imagined  that  what  he  said  made  a  very  strong 
imprqssion,  and  it  was  to  efface  this,  that  our  author  thought 
fit  to  send  abroad  an  answer  under  the  title  of  "  Epistle 
apologetical  to  a  person  of  honour,  touching  his  vindica- 
tion of  Dr.  Stillingfleet,"    1674,    8vo.      In  this  work  be 
gives  a  large  relation  of  the  state  and  condition  of  his  af- 
fairs,  at  the  time  of  what  hestvles  his  conversion,  in  order 
to  remove  the  imputation  of  quitting  his  faith  to  obtain 
bread.     The    last  work   that  he   published  was  entitled 
**  Remarks  upon  the  Oath  of  Supremacy."* 

CREVIER  (John  Baptist  Lewis),  a  French  historiaD, 
was  born  at  Paris  in  1693.  His  father  was  a  jourqeynian 
printer.  He  studied  under  the  celebrated  Rollin,  ana 
became  professor  of  rhetoric  in  the  college  de  BeaiiUvais. 
After  RoUin's    death,   he  undertook  the   continuation  of 
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his  Roman  history,  and  published  various  works,  in 
which,  as  in  the  education  of  his  pupils,  he  preserved  a 
sacred  regard  for  the  interests  of  religion,  virtue,  and  lite- 
rature. He  died  at  Paris,  Dec.  1,  1765,  after  publishing, 
1.  an  edition  of  **  Livy,'*  with  notes,  6  vols.  4to,  which, 
says  Gibbon,  contains  a  sensible  life  of  the  historian,  a 
Judicious  selection  of  the  best  remarks  on  his  work,  and 
displays  as  much  intelligence  as  taste'  on  the  part  of  the 
editor.  Ernesti  is  not  less  in  favour  of  this  edition,  which 
has  be«n  reprinted  in  8vo  and  12mo.  2.  Continuation  of 
**  Rollin's  Roman  History,"  already  noticed.  3.  "  His- 
toire  des  Empereurs  Romains  jusqu'  a  Constantin,"  Paris, 
1756,  6  vols.  4to,  which  was  soon  after  translated  into 
English,  and  published  in  8vo.  4.  "  Histoire  de  I'uni- 
versit6  de  Paris,"  7  vols.  I2mo;  a  very  useful  work,  for 
which  his  countrymen  think  he  was  better  qualified  than 
to  write  the  Roman  history.  5.  "Observations  sur  I'Esprit 
des  Lois,"  12mo,  some  remarks  on  Montesquieu's  cele- 
brated work,  from  which  Crevier  derived  little  reputation. 
6.  "  Rhetorique  Franjoise,"  1765,  2  vols.  12mo,  which  was 
well  received,  and  was  reprinted  at  Liege,  in  1787.  Cre- 
vier, like  most  voluminous  writers,  is  careless  in  his  style, 
but  generally  correct  and  precise  in  his  narrative.* 

CREWE  (Nathaniel),  bishop  of  Durham,  the  fifth 
son  of  John  lord  Crewe,  of  Stean,  co.  Northampton,  by  Je- 
mima, daughter  and  coheir  of  Edward  Walgrave,  of  Law- 
ford,  in  EsseXji  esq.  was  born  at  Stean,  the  31st  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1633;  and  in  1652  admitted  commoner  of  Lincoln 
college,  in  Oxford,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  B.  A. 
Feb.I,  1655-6  ;  sooil  after  which  he  was  chosen  fellow  of 
that  college.  On  June  29th,  1658,  he  took  the  degree 
of  M.  A.  At  the  restoration  he  declared  heartily  in  favour 
of  the  crown  and  hierarchy;  and  in  1663  was  one  of  the 
proctors  of'  the  university.  *rhe  year  following,  on  the 
2d  bf  July,  he  took  the  degree  of  LL.  D. ;  and  soon  after 
went  into  holy  orders.  August  the  12tl^J  1668,  he  was 
elected  rector  of  Lincoln -college,  upon  the  decease  of 
Dr.  Paul  Hood.  On  the  29th  of  April,  1669,  he  was  in- 
stalled dean  of  Chichester,  and  held  with  that  dignity, 
the.praficentorsbip^  in  which  he  had  beert  installed  the 
flAy  before.  He  was  alio  appointed  clerk  of  the  closet 
to  kiiig  Charles  IL     In  1671,  upon  the  translation   of 
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Dr.  Blandfbrd  to  the  see  of  Worcester,  he  was  elected 
bishop  of  Oxford  in  his  room,  on  the  1 6th  of  June, 
confirmed  June  the  18th,  consecrated  July  the  2d,  and 
enthroned  the  5th  of  the  same  month ;  being  allowed  to 
bold  with  it,  in  commeudam,  the  living  of  Whitney,  and  the 
rectorship  of  Lincoln  college,  which  last  he  resigned  in 
October  1672.  In  1673  he.  performed  the  ceremony  of 
the  marriage  of  James  duke  of  York  with  Maria  of  Este  ; 
and  through  that  prince's  interest,  to  whom  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  subservient,  he  was  translated,  the 
22d  of  October.  1674,  to  the  bishopric  of  Durham.  In 
the  beginning  of  1675,  be  baptized  Katharina- Laura,  the 
new-born  daughter  of  James  duke  of  York.  The  26th  of 
April,  1676,  he  was  sworn  of  the  privy  council  to  king 
Charles  IL  and  upon  the  accession  of  king  James  IL  to  the 
crown,  he  was  in  great  favour  with  that  prince ;  he  was 
inaHe  dean  of  his  majesty's  royal  chapel  in  1685,  in  the 
ropm  of  Compton,  bishop  of  London,  who  had  been  re- 
moved ;  and  within  a  few  days  after,  was  admitted  into  the 
privy  council.  In  1686  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  com- 
missioners in  the  new  ecclesiastical  commission  erected  by 
king  James,  an  honour  which  he  is  said  to  have  valued  be- 
yond its  worth.  By  virtue  of  that  commission,  he  ap- 
peared on  the  9th  of  August,  at  the  proceedings  against 
Henry  bishop  of  London,  and  was  for  suspending  him 
during  the  king's  pleasure;  though  the  earl  and  bishop  of 
Rochester,  and  chief  justice  Herbert,  were  against  it. 
Immediately  after  that  bishop's  suspension,  commissioners 
were  appointed  to  exercise  all  manner  of  ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction  within  the  diocese  of  London,  of  which  bishop 
Crewe  was  one.  The  20th  of  November  following,  he 
was  present  at,'  and  consenting  to,  the  degradation  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Johnson,  previously  to  the  most  severe  punish- 
ment that  was  inflicted  on  that  eminent  divine)  and  coun- 
tenanced with  his  presence  a  prosecution  carried  on,  in 
May  1687,  against  Dr.  Peachy,  vice-chancellor  of  Cam- 
bridge, for  refilfetn^  to  admit  one  Alban  Francis,  a  Bene- 
dictine monk,  to  the  degree  of  master  of  arts  in  that  uni- 
versity, without  taking  the  oaths.  In  July  the  same  year, 
he  offered  to  attend  the  pope's  nuncio  at  his  public  entry 
into  London;  but  we  are  told  his  coachman  refused  to 
drive  him  that  way.  His  name  was  put  again  in  a  new 
ecclesiastical  commission  issued  out  this  year,  in  October  ; 
in  which  he  acted,  during  the  severe  proceedings  against 
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Magdalen  college  in  Oxford,  for  refusing  to  elect  one 
Anthony  Farmer  their  president,  pursuant  to  the  king's 
mandate.    The  bishop  continued  acting  as  an  ecclesiastical 
commissioner  till  October  1688;    when  that  commission 
was  abolished.     Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1687,  he 
was  employed,  with  the  bishops  of  Rochester  and  Peter- 
borough, to  draw  up  a  form  of  thanksgiving  for  the  queen's 
being  with  child.     But  Buying  that  the  prince  of  Orange's 
party  was  likely  to  prevail,  he  absented  himself  from  the 
council-board,  and  told  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  that 
he  was  sorry  for  having  sp  long  concurred  with  the  court ; 
and  desired  now  to  be  reconciled  to  his  grace,  and  the 
other  bishops.     Even  in'  the  convention  that  met  January 
22,  1688-9,  to  consider  of  filling  the  throne,  he  was  one 
of  those  who  voted,   on  the  6th  of  February,  that  king 
James  11.  had  abdicated  the  kingdom.     Yet  his  past  con- 
duct was  too  recent  to  be  forgotten,  and  therefore  he  was 
excepted  by  name  out  of. the  pardon  granted   by  king 
William  and  queen  Mary,  May  23,  1690,  which  so  terri- 
fied him,  that  he  went  over  to  Holland,  and  returned  just 
in  time  to  take  the  oaths  to  the  new  government,  and  pre- 
served his  bishopric.     But,  in  order  to  ^secure  to  himself 
the  possession  of  that  dignity,  he  was  forced  to  permit  the 
crown  to  dispose  of,  or  at  least  to  dominate  to,  his  pre- 
bends of  Durham,  as  they  should  become  vacant.     By  the 
death  of  his  two  elder  brothers,  he  became  in  1691,  baron 
Crewe  of  Stean;  and,  about  the  21st  of  December  the 
same  year,  he  married,  but  left  no  issue.     During  the  rest 
of  king  William's  reign,  he  remained  quiet  and  unmo- 
lested ;  and  in  the  year  17 10,  he  was  one  of  the  lords  that 
opposed  the  prosecution  then  carried  on  against  Dr.  Sache- 
verell,  and  declared  him  not  guilty  ;  and  likewise  protested 
against  several  steps  taken  in  that  affair.     He  applied  him- 
self chiefly,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  to  works  of  muni- 
ficence and  charity.     Particularly,  he  was  a  very  great 
benefactor  to  Lincoln  college,  of  which  he  had  been  fel- 
low and  rector*;  and  laid  out  large  sums  in  beautifying 


*  He  added  20/.  per  annum  to  the 
headship  or  rectory ;  and  10/.  per 
annum  to  each  of  the  twelve  fellow- 
•hips  for  ever.  He  made  up  the  Bible 
clerk'ii  place,  and  eight  scholarships 
belonging  to  that  college,  10/.  a  year 
each,  for  ever,  which  before  were  very 
mean.    He  made  an  augmentation  of 


lOLper  annum  a-piece  forever,  to  the 
curates  of  four  churches  beloaging  to 
the  said  oollege,  viz.  All -Saints  and 
St.  Michael  in  Oxford,  Twyford  in 
Buckinghamshire,  and  Comb  in  Ox- 
fordshire. All  these  were  to  take  place 
from  Michaelmas  1717.  He  likewise 
settled  20/.  a  year  apiece  on  twelr« 
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the  bishop's  palace  at  Durham ;  besides  many  other  in* 
stances  of  generosity  and  munificence  of  a  more  private 
nature.  At  IcDgtb,  bis  lordship  departed  this  life  on 
Monday  September  18,  1721,  aged  eighty-eig^t ;  and 
was  buried  in  his  chapel  at  Stean,  the  30th  of  the  same 
mouth,  witli  an  inscription  on  his  monument  He  held 
the  see  of  Durham  forty*seven  years.  Dying  without 
issue,  the  title  of  Baron  Crewe  of  Steao  became  extinct 
with  him. ' 

cxhibitioDen,    which    took    pUco  at  frayed  by  a  ram  of  moiMy  origiiiaUy 

X<ady-day  1718.     He' bequeathed  al»o  left  by  lord  Crewe,  and  fbmierly  ipeirt 

SOO/.  a  year  lo  the  wiiTersity  for  geue-  in  an  entertaiomeDt  to  that  society, 

tal  purposei,  and  was  a  liberal  eoutri«  About  1750  they  transferred  it  to  the 

bntor  to  the  buildings  of  Christ  cliarch,  university,  in  order  to  furnish  a  musical 

Queen's,    Worcester,     and  All  •Souls'  and  miscellaneous  anniversary,  in  bo- 

coUefcs,  and  the  new  church  of  All-  nour  of  its  patrons  and  beoefsctorsy 

Saints.     The  exp^nces  of  the  Encmoia,  among  whom  lord  Crewe  is  justly  com- 

or  annual  commemoration  of  the  bene-  memorated.      Chalmers's    History   of 

factors  uf  this  un i versity,  are  partly  de-  Oxford. 

*  Biog.  Brit. — Hutchinson's  Hist,  of  Durham. — An  Examination  of  the  Life 
and  Character  of  N.  lord  Crewe,  &c.  1790,  8yo,  in  which  some  parts  of  his 
political  offences  are  softened,  but  enough,  we  fear,,  will  be  thought  to  remain* 
*-Oent.  Mag.  LIV.  673,  LX.  924,  993.— Ath.  Ox.  vol.  11.— Birch's  Tilk>Uon» 
i(e,<»-Nicbola'i  Leieevfiershire. 
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